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Makes Fire Proof Under and Above Ground Storage 


The above installation consists of eight 26,000 gal. tanks buried in a block of concrete with eight of the same size tanks above ground 
on concrete piers. This has just been completed by the Moore Oil Co. at their Cincinnati plant. 


Moore Oil Co. Puts in Ideal Concrete Tank Work 


Follows New Fire Rules on Gasoline Equip: 
ment and Cuts Out Big Evaporation Loss 


By H. C. Mather, President of the Moore 
Oil Company, Cincinnati, O. 

In considering the proposed model ordinance 
for the storage of inflammable liquids, the 
National Fire Protection Association laid great 
Stress on the advantages of underground 
tanks. When it became necessary for the 
Moore Oil Company to increase its gasoline 
storage last winter, I investigated the subject 
as far as possible with the idea of getting the 
experience of others who have tried under- 
ground storage on a large scale, but was 
unable to find any oil company who had much 
experience with this form of construction. I 
therefore consulted a competent engineer and 
between us we worked out the plans de- 
scribed in the following article: 

First of all our problem was unusual in 
that the property where these tanks were to 
be installed is subject to overflow from the 
back waters of the Ohio River during times 
of flood. It was therefore necessary to anchor 


the tanks securely, as it is a well known fact 
that underground tanks, even if covered with 
dirt, will rise out of the ground through their 
own buoyancy if the ground is overflowed 
with water. A tank full of oil or gasoline has 
enough buoyancy to float in water; but as a 
matter of precaution it was desirable that 
these tanks should be so firmly anchored that 
they would not move from their position when 
submerged even when they were entirely 
empty. After considering various methods of 
anchoring the tanks and also protecting them 
against external corrosion, we finally decided 
that the best way by far was to embed them 
in a solid mass of concrete, thick and heavy 
enough to overcome the buoyancy of the empty 
tanks. 

The installation to be made consisted of 
eight 26,000 gallon tanks to be placed under- 
ground and eight tanks of the same size to 
be placed above the ground. These tanks 
were to be used as filling tanks; that is, they 


were to be piped to the filling room of our 
new concrete warehouse and used as a source 
of supply for filling drums and barrels with 
various grades of gasoline, naphtha, turpen- 
tine, refined oil, etc. It was therefore neces- 
sary to evolve some simple way of causing 
the naphtha and gasoline to flow from the 
underground tanks to a suitable level above 
the floor of the filling room. It was decided 
to use compressed air for this purpose. The 
levels involved made it necessary to use an 
air pressure of about 12 pounds to the square 
inch on the underground tanks. This pres- 
sure will deflect the heads of an ordinary 
tank. If the heads or shell of the tanks em- 
bedded in concrete are deflected to the slight- 
est extent, the entire pressure is immediately 
transferred to the concrete itself. It was there- 
fore necessary to reinforce the concrete so that 
it would stand the full pressure that might 
ever be put on the tanks. To be on the safe 
side, we figured this possible pressure at 20 
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Placing Bottom Tanks for Their Concrete Protection 


Showing method of laying the undergroune tanks in concrete at the Moore Oil Co.'s plant. 


pounds to the square inch and the concrete 
was reinforced accordingly 


In putting in the installation we first cast 
a foundation slab 43 feet wide and 93 feet 
long. The eight tanks, each of which is 10 
feet 6 inches in diameter and 40 feet 0 inches 
long, were placed in position with a space of 
1 foot between each tank. The reinforcing 
steel was then placed in position as shown in 
photograph. The circular bars for the side 
reinforcement were only numerous enough to 
prevent cracks in the concrete, as it was not 
anticipated there would be much pressure for 
the adjacent tanks and also the weight of the 
concrete itself tended to prevent any lateral 
deflection. The slabs covering the heads of 
the tanks, however, had to be strongly re- 
inforced so as to carry the entire 20 pounds 
pressure. This was done by using 34-inch 
twisted steel rods, horizontal and_ vertical, 
spaced 4% inches o. c. and located well to the 
outside of the 18-inch slab. The heads of the 
tanks carried 5-inch angle iron flanges which 
were punched and anchored to the center of 
the end slabs by means of extra vertical rods 
extending through the holes in the angle iron 


The regulation forms having been built 
around these tanks, the concrete was then run 
in in the usual manner. We used 1-2-4 mix- 
ture, the same as used in construction of re- 
inforced concrete buildings. 

Each of these tanks has a 30-inch dome 
with a full size manhead so as to give access 
to the interior of the tanks for cleaning, paint- 
ing, etc.; also an 8-inch ventilating dome in 
the other end to be used when necessary to 
enter the tanks. Each tank is provided with a 
swing pipe connection for drawing out the 
contents with arrangements for raising or 
lowering the pipe as required. They are filled 
by a separate line connected with regular gaso- 
line pumps. The air pressure line is con- 
nected to all underground tanks in the bat- 
tery so that the empty space in any or all 


tanks acts as a reservoir or receiver for air. 
In filling these tanks with gasoline or naphtha 
the pump forces the liquid into the tanks 
against the air pressure which is thus slightly 
increased. If, for instance, all tanks are on 
the average half full of oil and half full of 
air, pumping in one more tank car against the 
air pressure, raises the air pressure about 1 
pound—drawing out about 8,000 gallons, re- 
duces the air pressure about 1 pound. These 
variations are permissible as the oil will flow 
to the filling room at anywhere from 10 to 14 
pounds pressure. Therefore, in actual serv- 
ice it is only necessary to pump enough air 
into the system to replace what may be lost 
by leakage or to provide for occasional condi- 


tions by which the tanks average more or less 
than half full. However, as the tanks are in 
almost constant service, this feature of in- 
stallation gives but little trouble. 

SPECIAL GAUGE DEVISED. 

In order to determine the contents of any 
of the underground tanks at any time with- 
out opening the tanks and allowing the com- 
pressed air to escape, we evolved a gauge that 
can be read through a glass tube from the 
outside of the tanks at the top of the dome 
This gauge is constructed as follows: 

A 3-inch angle iron support extends from 
the side of the dome to the center of the tank. 
To this is hinged a '%-inch pipe 9 feet long, at 
the end of which is attached a hollow copper 
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Know What You Buy 


55 GALLONS CAPACITY 
GALVANIZED 


before you sign the order 


Don’t purchase your steel drum or barrel re- 
quirements without thorough investigation. 

Steel shipping containers run quickly into 
money. An unwise purchase may cost you dearly 
through their quick depreciation. 

Put the manufacturer on the witness stand. 
Ask him how his product is made. Ask him about the 
I. C. C. Specification No. 5. Don’t be satisfied with 
the simple statement that he guarantees his goods to 
comply with that. Ask him what’s back of the guar- 
antee? 


what tests he has made?—who makes or ,wit- 
nesses them?—how often does he test?—what were the 


results? 


METAL BILGE BARREL 


Get All the Facts 


Then come to us—and we will give you 
convincing evidence that the Perfect Metal Bilge 
Barrel is made right—will stand the most severe 
tests—and will give the maximum length of service. 


Be’... ' Look into the matter now before you buy 
your spring requirements. 


Write us about our 
Sample Proposition 


Detroit Range Boiler Co. 
MADE IN DETROIT | 


Full draining bung and all rights patented 


55 GALLONS CAPACITY 
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float 12 inches in diameter. At a point 6 
inches from the angle iron support, an upright 
rod is attached to the horizontal rod by means 
of a swing joint or hinge. This upright rod 


is composed of '%4-inch pipe. The whole ar- 


rangement is free to move up and down as 
the level of the liquid in the tank is raised 
or lowered. The float is so weighted that it 
floats half way in the liquid. To accomplish 
this it was necessary to take the gravity of the 
liquid into consideration. 


Attached to the top of the dome is a special 


hollow tube 1-inch in 


glass diameter carried 
in a brass cage with suitable protection against 
accidental breakage Inside this tube 
the number of 

A pointer attached 
14-inch rod works up 
and down on the face of this scale. 


glass 
is a scale graduated to show 
gallons of oil in the tank 
to the end of the vertical 
The read- 
ing can be made through the glass tube with- 
out difficulty. The made 
by filling the tank through an accurate gaso- 
line meter and 


original scale was 


marking off spaces for 500 
gallons or 10 barrels. On account of the re- 
luction of movement the entire scale enclosed 
in the glass tube is only 
so that the 
divisions. 


about 7 inches long 
scale is marked off in rather fine 
When the tank is half full, 500 
gallons makes ; 1g-inch on the scale. This, 


¢ 


however, is accurate enough for all practical 


purposes and is much quicker and easier to 


handle than any form of rod gauge or float- 


besides saving the trouble of re- 


ascertain contents of the 


Immediately over the eight underground 


tanks we constructed reinforced concrete 


foundation to carry eight tanks 


of exactly the 


same size (26,000 gallons each These upper 


tanks are 
to t} ec 


used for refined oil. They are piped 
+ 


same filling room and are elevated to 
height so that the oil flows by 


eravity \s | under- 


the proper 
explained above, these 


ground tanks are at present being used as 
filling tanks with two or three extra to per- 
The bal- 
carried in the 
large vertical tanks shown in the background 


of the illustration. 


mit changes and unusual c 


ance of 


nditions 


our reserve stocks are 
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The entire cost of this installation was ap- 
proximately 6 cents per gallon. On subse- 
quent equipment this could no doubt be re- 
duced somewhat, as a good deal of our work 
was experimental and details had to be worked 
out as we went along. We feel that the in- 
stallation is a complete success, although rather 
expensive as compared with ordinary tankage. 
It pays good interest on the investment by the 
complete elimination and reduction of insur- 
ance and evaporation 
any 


We are not carrying 
tanks or their con- 
tents and find that evaporation is practically 
nothing, whereas evaporation in ordinary tanks 
exposed to the sun is from one to two per 
cent a month. 


insurance on these 


There does not seem to be any 
possibility of fire communicating to the lower 


Cleveland, O. 


tanks, and as the upper tanks contain non- 
volatile oils and are completely isolated from 
other constructions, there seems to be little 
danger of fire communicating to them. For 
various reasons it is necessary for us to carry 
unusually large stocks at Cincinnati. There- 
fore, as a matter of economy, we are obliged 
at present to rely upon the ordinary form of 
tanks for reserve stocks; but it is our present 
intention to keep as much of our stock in these 
filling tanks as circumstances will permit, and 
as new storage becomes necessary, we will no 
doubt use the underground system exclusivel) 
at least for the lighter petroleum products. 

1 will be very glad to give any further in- 
formation or answer any inquiries from mem- 
bers of the Independent Petroleum Marketers’ 
Association who may be interested. 


MORAL: 


General Offices: 
TULSA, OKLA. 


That all things come to him who waits, 
A rule much safer is here at hand, 
If he is up to date and gets on a gait, 


He don’t have to wait if he has the sand. 


GET BUSY. 


Chelsea Refining Company 


Refinery: 
CHELSEA, OKLA, 


f We want your inquiries for ) 
PENNA Gasolines—Naphthas—Water White and Neutral Oils 


ENSIGN OIL CO., INc. 


Casing-Head and Blended Gasolines. 


7060 JENKINS ARCADE, PITTSBURGH 


Any Size Furnished 


This Wagon Tank is causing a sensation because of Light Weight, Durability & Appearance 


450 Gal. 


This cut is from a photograph of a 


WELDED OIL WAGON TANK 


Two Compartment. 
All joints welded. 


Weight 250 lbs., approximately one-half that of a riveted tank. 
Why carry double dead weight around 
on your automobiles or wagons? 


Double Partition. 
No sharp corners. 


— 
ing gauge, 
leasing the air to 
tank. 


February, 1914. NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS. 


Jobbers: 


To the already large line of products we manufacture, 
we have added two new specialties which we are posi- 
tive will interest all Jobbers. 


Soap Base 


When made up with the formula we furnish will give 
you the best grade of liquid toilet soap. 


Roofing Cement 


Will quickly and permanently seal any leaks, cracks or 
holes in any style roof, repair gutters, mend skylights 
and can be used in many other ways. 


Write Us for Samples 


The Stevens Grease & Oil Company 


| The Largest Independent Grease Manufacturers 


BRANCHES : FACTORIES : 


New York Philadelphia Chicago Cleveland, Ohio Kansas City, Mo. 
Minneapolis Los Angeles 


Remember, we sell the Jobbing Trade only 
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Standard Puts CartageCost in Anti-Discrimination Law 


Brings Up New Argument When Wisconsin 
Jobbers Appeal to State Against Price Cutting 


os The narrowing margins of profit on tank 
: vagon markets to the independents and a de- 
: sire, it is charged, on the part of the Standard 
< Oil Company to return to its old game of 
hampering all competition, has brought about 
x n Wisconsin a fight, that is now before the 
ttornev-genera as to whether or not the 
Standard Oil Company has violated the state's 
anti-discrimination law The Standard Oui 


Company has so attacked the effectiveness of 


the law that it may have to go to the courts 


i In the meantime to prevent, if possible, Con- 
vering anti-discrimina- 
attack, 


of the country have 


gress enacting a law c 


tion that would be open to the same 


the independent oil men 
sent representatives to Washington, D. C., who 
on February 11 explained to the joint com- 
‘ mittee on judiciary not only the value of the 
anti-discrimination law, but how it should be 
worded 
The attack on the Standard Oil Company in 
Wisconsin has centered on some stations on 
the Michigan and Wisconsin line where differ- 
ent prices prevail on the tank wagon markets 
than at Wisconsin competitive points 
The discrimination alleged amounts to only 


a fraction of a cent, but it is the difference 
between profit and loss to the independent oil 
men. In previous anti-discrimination fights 
no one bothered much about a discrimination 
unless it ran several cents or so a gallon, but 
continued competition and advance in crude 
has so narrowed the jobbers’ margin of profit 
that the a cent discrimination ex- 
isting in Wisconsin has forced them to fight 


for their own existence. 


fraction of 


# In this fight the independent oil men de- 
; veloped the argument that the only difference 
other than quality that can exist between prices 
in Wisconsin is that represented by the com- 
mon carrier transportation charge; that the 
Standard Oil Company or any one else must 
use a base price for the state into which base 
price they can carry all operating charges for 
_ both the manufacture and the distribution of 
the product, even for stations, except the 
charge of the rail cost from the point of 
i manufacture, which is Whiting, to the point 
. of distribution. The independent oil men have 
argued that any deviation from this would in 
itself be prima facie evidence of an intent to 
destroy a competitor’s business. 

The Standard Oil Company has replied that 
the anti-discrimination law contains the words 
“cost of transportation from the point of manu- 
facture” and that this means all the 
conveying costs incurred in taking the oil 
from the refiner to the consumer and that 
there is in addition to the rail transportation 
cost, the cost of cartage. Then, the Standard 
says, in a number of places, especially at the 
points where discrimination is alleged, the cost 
of cartage varies.. The independents reply that 
if this cartage cost is allowed, in the law, it 
will permit the old time discrimination, that a 
cartage cost is just as elastic as a corpora- 
tion wants to make it and is really a matter 
of bookkeeping. 

This proposition has been argued at length 
before the attorney general of Wisconsin on 
complaint of the Barkhausen Oil Company of 


actual 


Green Bay, and in conjunction with the Bark- 
hausen Oil Company, have appeared representa- 
the Wadhams Oil and the 
Bartles-McGuire Company of Milwaukee. The 
Standard Oil interests have been represented 
by 


ager of the Standard Oil Company of 


tives of ‘ompany 


Crenshaw, who ranks as general man 
Indiana, 
at Chicago, and Col. Stewart, that company’s 
leading counsel 

S. D. Hastings, Jr., of the Barkhausen O1l 


and who is also a member of the 


the seriousness of the situation appeared, took 


(Company, 
executive committee of the | when 
up the attack made by the Standard Oil Com- 
pany on the law with the various independent 
oil associations and was authorized by them 
to go to Washington and aid Congress so far 
as he could in drawing its proposed legislation 
against trusts and unfair competition in such 
a way as to take care of the point made by 
the Standard Oil interests. Mr. Hastings ac- 
B. Minahan, of 
and General Counsel Cham- 


berlin, of the National Petroleum Association, 


companied by his attorney, E 


Green Bay, Wis., 


appeared before the joint judiciary committee 
at Washington, Wednesday, February 11, and 
discussed the Wisconsin situation and the law 


That committee has been considering for 
some time a score or more of bills offering 
many different remedies for the trust evil. 


Prominent in the remedies is the anti-dis- 
which the oil 


originated in this country in a 


crimination act men really 
statute form 
This committee is also considering the bills 
for the institution of an industrial commission 
to license corporations. 


The detailed situation « 


f the fight in Wis- 
consin is contained in the following statement 
recently sent to Wisconsin congressmen by E 
B. Minahan, counsel for the 
Company. 

By E. B. Minahan, Counsel for 
Barkhausen Oil Co., Green Bay, Wis. 
The Wisconsin Anti-discrimination Law, 

Chapter 165, of the Laws of 1913, provides in 
effect that for the 
present or 


sarkhausen Oil 


purpose of injuring a 
competitor, a com- 


modity shall not be sold at a lower rate in 


prospective 


one section, community, or city, than another, 
“after making due allowance for the differ- 
ence, if any, in the grade or quality, and in 
the cost of transportation from the point of 
production or manufacture.” 

The provides for criminal 
prosecution for violation of the statute, and 
also that if complaint be made to the attorney 
general that any company is guilty of unfair 
discrimination, he shall investigate the com- 
plaint, and if the 


law further 


facts warrant, bring an 
action to annul the charter or revoke the per- 
mit of such company, and permanently enjoin 
it from transacting business in the state. 
On December 11, 1913, Barkhausen Oil 
Company filed a complaint with Hon. Walter 
C. Owen, attorney general of Wisconsin, set- 
ting forth its corporate existence, and the 
fact that is is engaged in the distribution and 
sale of kerosene and gasoline in different 
in Wisconsin, and among others, in 
the city of Hurley, Wisconsin; that the Stand- 
ard Oil Company of Indiana is engaged like- 
wise in the sale of kerosene and gasoline in 


cities 


the same cities in Wisconsin, and others 
that the kerosene and gasoline sold in Wis 
consin by the Standard Oil Company of |: 
Whiting, 


and shipped to said cities by railroad in tan} 


diana is manufactured at Indiana 
cars; that there is no difference whatever i: 
the grade or quality of kerosene and gasoli 

sold by the Standard Oil Company of I) 

diana in the that the 
Standard Oil Company was selling gasoline at 
Beaver Dam, Appleton, Berlin, Fond du Lac, 
Hilbert, New London, Ripon, Sheboygan and 


cities in Wisconsin; 


Two Rivers at $0.15 per gallon, and at Mari 
nette, Wisconsin, at $0.152 per gallon, and at 
Hurley, Wisconsin, at $0.148 per gallon; that 
the cost of transportation of kerosene and 
from Whiting, 
Appleton, Berlin, Fond du 
Lac, Hilbert, New London, Ripon, Sheboygan 
and Two Rivers is the viz., $0.0066 
That the cost of 
and gasoline per 


gasoline per gallon Indiana, 


to Beaver Dam, 


same, 
transportation of kerosene 
gallon from Whiting, In- 
Marinette, $0.0083 : 
and the cost of transportation of kerosene and 


diana, to Wisconsin, is 
gasoline per gallon from Whiting, Indiana, to 
Hurley, Wisconsin, is $0.0132. 

The complaint sets forth further that the 
Standard Oil inten- 
tionally, for the destroying the 
competition of the Barkhausen Oil Company, 
discriminates between 


Company of Indiana 


purpose of 


cities in the state of 
Wisconsin by selling kerosene and gasoline 
at a lower rate in Hurley, Wisconsin, than 
that company charges for the same products 
in the other cities named, after making due 
allowance for the difference in cost of trans- 
portation from the point of manufacture. 

The complaint prays that the attorney gen- 
eral investigate the matter and bring an action 
as provided by statute to revoke the permit 
of the Standard Oil Company, and perma- 
nently enjoin it from transacting business in 
Wisconsin. 

The Standard Oil Company of Indiana, by 
its counsel, desired to appear informally before 
the attorney general, professing not to under- 
stand what was wrong with the price at 
Hurley. 

CONFERENCE LAST SPRING. 

Last spring shortly after the Wisconsin 
statute was passed an informal gathering was 
had at the office of Attorney General Owen, at 
which meeting the Standard Oil Company was 
represented by counsel, and many of the in- 
dependent oil dealers of Wisconsin were like- 
wise represented. At that meeting the Stand- 
ard Oil Company took the position that they 
would have to charge to the consumer the 
actual cost to them of transportation of 
kerosene and gasoline from the refinery fo 
the hands of the consumer. Our _ position 
was that the cost of transportation referred 
to in the statute was the common 
transportation from the point of manufacture 
to the distributing plant. No definite ruling 
was made by the attorney general, but the 
Standard Oil Company proceeded to put into 
effect prices which they now claim include the 
actual local cartage cost from their local dis- 
tributing plant to the consumer. 

So at this last informal meeting with them 
before the attorney general they advised us 
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The Toledo Steel Barrel Co. 


817 Corn Exchange Bank Bldg. 
Chicago, III. 


Factory—Toledo, O. 
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that the Hurley price included the local cart- 
age cost as did all other prices in the state 
They said that there had been, as a matter ot 
fact, a little mistake in the Hurley price; that 
through an inadvertence that price was $0.005 
that had 
just remedied that by raising the price $0.005 


lower than it should be, and they 


Counsel for the Standard Oil Company ad- 
vised us that their price consisted of the base 
price for the state plus the cost of transpor- 


tation from the refinery to the local distribut- 
ing plant, plus the cartage cost from the dis- 


tributing plant to the consumer. 
HITS GREEN BAY. 


Now, the price at Green Bay 1s $0.15 per 
gallon and the cost of transportation from 
Whiting, 


is $0,0066 


Indiana, to the plant at Green Bay 

The price at Hurley (after be- 
ing raised $0.005) is $0.153 per gallon, and the 
cost of transportation from Whiting, Indiana, 
to the plant from which Hurley is supplied 
is $0.0132. In other words, it costs just twice 
as much per gallon to transport the gasoline 
to the plant which serves Hurley as it does 
to the local plant in Green Bay; and in exact 
more But note that the 
Hurley price is not $0.0966 higher than the 
Green $0.003 


figures, $0.0066 
Bay price; it is but higher. 
Counsel for the Standard Oil Company ex- 
plain that they had always had a very low 
cartage cost in Hurley and as a matter of fact 
it costs them $0.0036 less per gallon for local 
cartage at Hurley than at Green Bay, and that 
on that account the Hurley price was that 
much lower than the Green Bay price, eliminat- 
ing the difference in cost of transportation 
from the point of manufacture to the plant. 
We frankly stated that we do not believe 
that the Standard Oil Company had ever ac- 
tually figured the cost as an 
independent item of their price and that their 
statement that they had been able to deliver 
at Hurley $0.0036 per gallon cheaper than 
in Green Bay was unfounded, and a pretended 


local cartage 


avenue of escape from an apparently plain 
violation of the anti-discrimination statute. 
To support our contention we first asked them 
whether as a matter of fact they always 
figured the actual local cartage cost to the 
fourth decimal, and included that in their tank 
wagon price. They assured us, as of course 
they had to do in order to stand by their 
Hurley price, that this was the fact. We then 
asked them if, as a matter of fact, the actual 
local cartage charge which differed $0.0036 per 
gallon between Hurley and Green Bay was 
identically the same at Green Bay, Beaver 
Dam, Appleton, Berlin, Fond du Lac, Hilbert, 
New London, Ripon, Sheboygan and Two 
Rivers. They assured us they figured to the 
fourth decimal the actual cartage, which in all 
of those cities was identically the same. That 
looks highly improbable to us. 
REFUSED SPECIFIC COSTS. 

Further, in support of our claim that the 
cartage charge was mythical, we asked them 
what their cartage charge in Green Bay was. 
They declined to state the cartage charge at 
any point. Why should there be any mystery 
about this? A long time ago they said that, 
in accordance with their interpretation of this 
statute, they would have to have in every town 
in which they had a storage plant two prices: 
(1) a yard price, which would consist of two 
elements, the state base price plus the cost of 
transportation from the point of manufacture 
to the plant; (2) and the tank wagon price, 
which would consist of three elements, the 
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State base price, the cost of transportation 
from the point of -manufacture to the plant, 
and the local cartage charge. The only differ- 
erence between the yard price and the tank 
wagon price is, therefore, the cartage charge. 
The yard price and the tank wagon price is a 
matter of public notoriety in every town, and 
subtracting the former from the latter will 
always give the actual cartage charge. Why, 
then, should there be any mystery about it? 
Mystery has enshrouded many a proposition 
that couldn’t be explained any other way. 
The the Standard Oil Com- 
pany then offered to have an officer of the 
company sworn before the attorney general 
and have him testify that the difference in 
price between Green Bay and Hurley was 
accounted for solely on the ground of the 
difference in actual local cost. We 


counsel for 


cartage 


Cleveland, O. 


declined to be bound by such general testi- 
mony. We suggested that the Standard Oil 
Company furnish to the attorney general copies 
of their books and records to show him that 
the actual cartage cost in the different cities 
named was, down to the fourth decimal, iden- 
tically the same. They have undertaken to 
do this. 


DENIES RIGHT TO CHARGE. 


Now, entirely aside from the question of 
whether the Standard Oil Company has ac- 
tually in good faith included the local cartage 
cost in each local price, there is the more 
serious and important proposition of whether, 
under the law, they have any business to in- 
clude any such item in their price. I have 
stated the foregoing details to give a correct 
understanding of their position, and to illus- 


be prompt and as ordered. 


Chicago 
Cleveland 


ANC 


MARK 


LL oil and grease cans bearing the ‘‘Canco”’ mark are 
guaranteed first quality and uniform in workmanship. 


Coupled with this guarantee is our unequalled service 
and efficiency, making it dependable that shipments will 


Our manufacturing plants are located at convenient 
shipping points, with a view to decreasing freight charges 
and insuring quicker deliveries. 


Samples and Quotations Promptly on Request 


American Can Company 


NEW YORK 
Pittsburgh 
Kansas City 


With Offices in All Large Cities 


TRADE 


MARK 


San Francisco 
St. Louis 
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Spermo Lubricant 


| There is expectancy and efficiency in every atom of Spermo Lubricant. It 
will fully demonstrate what a perfect lubricant should do. 


Spermo Lubricant is an innovation. Quality absolutely unequalled. Every 
comparative test has proven its vast superiority. It is individuality and integrity 
that inspires confidence and gets the cheap competitor’s goat. 


WARREN LUBRICANT 


Main Office & Works: BUFFALO, N. Y., U.S. A. 


NEW YORK STORE—EXPORT DEPT. CHICAGO OFFICE & WAREHOUSE 
27 COENTIES SLIP 161 WEST MICHICAN ST. 
A. J. SQUIER, Manager F. M. SANDERSON, Manager 


We Sell Our Entire Output to Jobbers Exclusively 


ALBERT J. SQUIER, Vice-President M. M. SANDERSON, President 
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mal i ca ais 

The St rd Oil Con has competitors 
many of the impor ints in the state 
Wisconsin, and for e purpose of this 

t vent | am going 1 ssume that they have 
net it al s in Wisconsin. This 

s no difference whatever in the argument, 


ut abbre phr 


viates the 

We say that the difference in price between 
any two cities in the state of Wisconsin must 
be measured solely by the difference in the 


ost of 


mmon carrier transportation from 
the point of production or manufacture to 
those cities. In other words, we say that 


both Green Bay and Hurley furnished 


from Whiting, Indiana, and it costing by com- 


being 
mon carrier transportation from Whiting, In- 
per gallon more to 
gasoline to Hurley than to 


BS diana, $0.0066 transport 
Green Bay, that 
the Hurley price of gasoline must be $0.0066 
higher than the Green Bay price. 

We say 
of transportation from the point of produc- 
tion to the 


that eliminating entirely the cost 


ocal distributing plant, the price 
state of Wisconsin would be the 
same. This, for convenience, we call the state 
base price Tl 
in Wisc 
two elements, namely, (1) 
and the cost of carrier trans- 
portation from the point of production to the 
distributing plant. They that the local 
tank wagon price consists of three elements, 


e local tank wagon price in any 
city msin, we contend, consists of but 
the state base price 
(2) common 
say 


(1) the state base price and (2) the actual 
cost to them of transportation from the point 
of production to the distributing plant, and 
(3) the local cartage cost. 

Without going fully into an argument of the 
matter, | will state briefly the proposition that 
underlies our position. 

TO PROTECT COMPETITION. 

The intention of the Legislature was to pre- 
vent a company from selling at a lower price 
in one 


section of the state to crush a 


com- 
petitor, recouping its local loss by higher 
prices in other sections of the state. It was 


deemed necessary to prevent this practice in 
order to keep competition alive. The purpose 
of keeping competition alive is to benefit the 
public generally by competitive prices. It was 

the intention of the Legislature therefore to 
* benefit the people of the state of Wisconsin 

indirectly by directly protecting 
others) the independent oil dealer. 


(among 
The law 
and its phraseology must therefore be con- 

; strued with that intent always in mind. 

When the Standard Oil Company says that 
the law contemplates that kerosene and gaso- 
line shall be sold to all citizens of the state 
of Wisconsin at the same price, eliminating 
only the actual cost of transportation, it mis- 
conceives the purpose of the law. The price 
the Legislature had in mind was the price 
affecting the independent dealer. To protect 

the local independent dealer from the per- 


nicious practice at which the law was aimed, * 


the Legislature would say only to the Stand- 
ard Oil Company: “You can’t undersell this 
little fellow in his local market and make up 
this loss in other parts of the state; if you 
want to lower the price to wipe him out of 
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existence must lower the 


Wisconsin 


is a common difference between the dit 


you price all over 


the state of likewise.” Of course, 
there 
ferent sections ot the state which would have 
an effect upon the price: the cost of common 
carrier transportation from the point of pr: 

duction. 


} 


Sul 


This transportation charge is not 
ject to the will or whim of the Stan 
Oil Company, and is open on even terms to 


all competitors. This charge may, therefore, 
safely be eliminated without danger to the 
independent it should, in 


point of manu 


dealer—as indeed 
justice to the 


facture be eliminated, if 


cities near the 
possible 


not 


To protect 


the local dealer it was necessary for the 
Legislature to say that the price must be iden 
the the state of Wis 


consin, because common carrier transportation 


tically same all over 


Cleveland, O 


the independent dealer and the 
Standard Oil Company alike. Instead of say 
that the Standard Oil 


at exactly the same price all 


Is open to 


ing, therefore, Com 
shall sell 


over the state of Wisconsin, the Legislatur« 


pany 


provided that for the same quality of product 
the price should be the same all over the stat: 
of Wisconsin, “after due 
for the difference” between different cities “in 


making allowance 
the cost of transportation from the point of 
production or manufacture.” 

This results in a condition whereby the in 
dependent dealer can lay down his product at 
his distributing plant at the same price that 
the Standard Oil Company can. 

Now, if the Standard Oil Company wants 
to sell kerosene and gasoline so low all over 
the state of Wisconsin that the independent 


all seams welded. 


welded charcoal iron tubes. 


over the bottom. 


absorbers. 


Refrigerating Machinery 


FOR OIL REFINERIES 


SHELL AND TUBE ABSORBER 


The York Shell and Tube Absorber is made of flange steel, having 
The water heads are made of cast iron, while the 
tube heads are made of steel, into which are expanded the heavy lap- 


The cooling water passes through the tubes, and the weak aqua 
ammonia and gas enters the bottom of the shell through separate per- 
forated spreaders, which evenly distribute the aqua ammonia and gas 


Both water and ammonia compartments are arranged with baf- 
fles, which opperate in series, causing the cooling water and ammonia 
to pass back and forth countercurrent in the tubes and shell at a high 
velocity, thereby gaining the best heat transmission obtainable. 
tubes can remain ‘“‘dead”’, the benefit of every square foot of surface 
is gained, and the maximum strength of aqua ammonia, corresponding 
to the cooling water temperature, is obtained. 


We also manufacture shell and coil, double pipe and atmospheric 


For full information write for Bulletin 52 
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Branches in All Principal Cities 


No 


10 
j 
; 
635 
i ~ 


in 
t at 


that 


ants 


ver 


dent 


February, 1914. 


NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS. 


STEEL SHIPPING BARRELS 


Capacity 10-30-55-110 Gals 


Are the Strongest and 
Most Durable Containers 
Manufactured 


ANCHOR ‘“SPECIAL”’ 


Columbia Steel Storage Barrels 


The Ideal Strong 


One-Time Durable 


Shipper Low in Price 


Anchor Storage Systems 


WITH WELDED SEAMLESS TANKS 


Only the Best Materials are used, yet these are of good appearance 
and within the reach of every pocket 


WRITE FOR JOBBERS’ PRICE LIST 


MEURER STEEL BARREL CO., Inc. 


Nos. 567-579 Flushing Ave., BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
WORKS: LONG ISLAND CITY 


SALES REPRESENTATIVES: 


EAST'N OHIO—WEST VIRGINIA—WEST’'N PENNSYLVANIA: 
J. K. WOODS, 
First Nat. Bank Bidg., PITTSBURGH. 


PACIFIC COAST: 
WM. M. DUVAL & CO. 
Santa Marina Bidg., SAN FRANCISCO. 


MIDDLE WEST: 
J. A. HALDERMAN, 
222 No. State St., CHICAGO. 
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dealer cannot exist, then the Legislature says 
to the independent dealer: ‘Good night.” If 
such a condition existed there would be no 
need for this legislation 
BARS ELASTIC CHARGES. 
rder to prevent juggling of prices and 
keep out elastic charges that might be con- 
tracted or expanded as competition came in 


died, it was the legislative intent that the 
price in any city should consist of but the two 
elements we mentioned, viz., the state base price 
and the common carrier transportation charge 
from the point of production to the local dis- 
tributing plant 

The law has no concern with any cartage 
charge from the local distributing plant to 
the consumer. The Standard Oil Company 
will say that they have no right to charge a 
man who comes to the plant for gasoline the 
same price as they charge a man to whom 
they deliver gasoline, that the law intends 
that all should be treated alike. But the law 
has the independent oil dealer foremost in 
mind and when it sees the gasoline in the 
independent oil dealer's plant on the same 
terms as the gasoline in the Standard Oil 
Company’s plant, it has accomplished its pur- 
pose. The Legislature didn’t set out to see 
that Mr. Smith gets his gasoline at the same 
price as Mr. Jones. It aimed a law at the 
practice of selling lower in one section of the 
state than another for the purpose of killing 
competition. If the Standard Oil Company 
sells at such a price that the independent 
dealer cannot afford to buy gasoline and de- 
liver it to the consumer for the same price, the 
independent dealer is beyond the protection of 
the law; and for the reason that there is no 
public necessity of protecting him when the 
price is lower than that at which he can afford 
to do business. 

The law started out to protect him because 
the price to the people has frequently been 
much higher than was necessary and yet the 
competitor was unable to live on account of 
the local cutting of prices. 

I have gone into this at much greater length 
than I had originally intended, but it is an 
interesting and a new field. The question of 
local cartage cost is not in itself of such 
wonderful importance. However, counsel for 
the Standard Oil Company conceded that if 
they were entitled to include as an inde- 
pendent item of their price the local cartage 
cost, this was upon the theory that it was 
their duty under the law to include in their 
price the actual transportation expense from 
the point of manufacture to the hand of the 
consumer. To us in particular this conten- 
tion is of great significance. 

THREATEN LAKE COST. 

The Standard Oil Company brings the 
kerosene and gasoline to its local plant in 
Green Bay from the refinery by great tank 
steamers. The actual expense to them of 
bringing it from the refinery to Green Bay 
in this manner, it is estimated, is about 1/10 
of the railway transportation charge. 

The Standard Oil Company is not a com- 
mon carrier of kerosene and gasoline by tank 
steamer. It will not publish tariffs. It will 
not bring kerosene and gasoline from the 
refinery to Green Bay for an independent 
dealer. There is no common carrier tank 
steamer. 

As a consequence, if it is not only the right, 
but the duty, of the Standard Oil Company to 
include in its price the actual transportation 
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expense, from the point of manufacture to 
the hand of the consumer, then instead of the 
railway transportation charge they would in- 
clude in their price the actual cost to them of 
tank steamer transportation. In short, their 
transportation charge would be $0.005 a gal- 
lon, approximately, less than the transporta- 
tion charge to the independent dealer. Since 
their means of transportation is not open to 
the independent dealer, he would be absolutely 
unable to compete. To concede the Standard 
Oil Company's proposition with reference to 
the cartage cost would, therefore, be to con- 
cede their right to put boat transportation 
prices into effect in Green Bay. This would 
be a pretty dangerous proposition, because, it 
would leave it open to the wish and desire 
of the Standard Oil Company as to whether or 


Have You 
Copy 


Cleveland, ©. 


not they would put into effect in any lake 
port in Wisconsin the rail transportation price 
or the tank steamer transportation price. This 
would result because they could haul it into a 
particular city in any way they chose, charg- 
ing the actual cost of transportation to them. 
The margin of $0.005 a gallon or even $0.003 
per gallon in these days often means life or 
death. 

In this connection the Standard Oil Com- 
pany again reverts to its argument concern- 
ing the direct effect upon the consumer. It 
says that the cities on the lakes should surely 
have the advantage of their location. This 
is, of course, a beautiful sentiment and one 
which rarely comes from the Standard Oi] 
Company. However, they cannot afford to 
bring gasoline by tank steamer unless they 


INSTRUMENTS 


this Bulletin? | 


able. 


F you are interested in the in- 
spection of Petroleum and its 
products, you will find it invalu- 

It illustrates and describes 


H ydrometers—Glass Jars—Fire 
Testers—Melting Point Testers for 
Wax—Viscosimeters—Oil Freezers— 
Oil Thieves—Water Indicators 
and Oil Samplers — Thermometers 


If you want a copy, 
drop a line to— 


18 to 88—83rd St. 
Brooklyn, New York 
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have a sufficiently large storage so that they 
can leave a considerable quantity each trip. 
They would then be able to put in the boat 
transportation price or the rail transporta- 
tion price just as they saw fit by providing 
insufficient, or sufficient, storage to receive tank 
steamer shipments 


1 
i 


For instance, if they were getting along al 


right at Kewaunee they could have a small 
plant there and send their kerosene and gaso- 
line there by rail. If, however, a competitor 
went in there and began to take some busi 


from them, they could cut the 


heart out of him at will by putting up a couplk 
f extra tanks and having their tank steamers 
p there That fact will keep competitors 

f lake ports,—so the lake ports would not 


r 
get the advantage of their geographical location 
after all 


SEEKS TEST FOR ALL 
SHIPPINGCONTAINERS 


Col. Dunn Asks American Society 
For Testing Materials For Speci- 
fications on containers of 
Kind 


Following the inauguration of specifications 
for steel barrels and wood barrels, Col. Dunn, 
of the Bureau of Explosives, has arranged with 
the American Society for Testing Materials 
for the development by it of specifications 
for all kinds of containers used in transporta- 
tion. This means not only containers for in- 
flammables, but everything that contains any 
shipment. The idea is not to make any imme- 


Refineries: 
Coraopolis, Pa. 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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diate or radical changes, but to get the public representing producers of packages and eleven 


to thinking about safer and better packages. representing non-producers. Among the 


)- 


The American Society for Testing Materials ducers, including the cooperage people, is the 
is a national organization which has specialized Pressed Steel Tank Company, of Milwaukee, 


on specifications primarily of steel and iron, and the National Petroleum Association has 


but for Col. Dunn’s benefit it has created a been given a place for the oil trade among 


committee called Committee D-10 on standard the non-producers. The committee met 
tests and specifications for shipping containers. uary 8 at the office of Col. Dunn in 
This committee is divided into nine members York and elected him chairman. 


Jan- 
New 


When You Want The Best 


nowadays, you consult a specialist. It makes no difference what is needed, 
somewhere there is a firm or individual especially trained and equipped to 
help you. When it comes to Belt Dressings 


WE ARE SPECIALISTS 


Manufacturing 


Blue Ribbon Belt Dressings 


BAR—LIQUID—ROPE—PASTE 


and they are all that the name implies. Our long experience and our un- 
equalled facilities for the manufacture of Belt Dressings enable us to guar- 


than the other kind you have been buying. 


Let us quote you and send samples 


The Jobber’s Manufacturing Company 


46th Place & R.I.R.R. Chicago, IIl. 


antee you a better dressing—in a better package—at a cost no greater 


EVERYTHING FOR THE OIL JOBBER 
From Pennsylvania and Illinois Crudes 


There Is an Art in Mixed Carloads 


Complete mixed carloads spell quick profits on comparatively small capital. 


When made up by a refiner who not only refines all grades of oil but also 
manufactures and compounds every product sold by any jobber, mixed 
carloads are a distinct advantage to the large as well as the small oil jobber. 


There is an art in making up complete mixed cars just as there is an art 
in making up the contents of those cars. Through years of careful study 
and experience with the oil jobber’s needs, we have, we believe, mastered 
a few points in both arts, the making up of complete special cars and the 
making of the products for those cars. 


COULD YOU USE A COMPLETE MIXED CAR NOW? 


The Canfield O1l Company 


General Offices: Grease Plant end 
CLEVELAND, OHIO Compounding Works: 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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The Germania Line Complete 


GASOLINES—60°—62°—64°—66°— 68° 


All are straight run and all are distilled from Crude oil, not mixed or blended 
with any other product. 


KEROSENE 4x° xravity—130° and 150° Fire Test 


We make two grades only. We could make them lower in gravity but we pre- 
fer the product we can guarantee absolutely. We deliver our heavier kero- 
senes to an affiliated pipe line which has a regular market for them abroad. 
This has always been our practice. © 


MINER’S OILS— 


These we make in the straight run mineral (also debloomed) and compounded 
to order if wanted. 


ENGINE OILS— 


Under this head may be included Harvesters, Dynamo, Turbine, and machinery 
oils of all kinds. We make them to all the best specifications. 


MOTOR OILS— 


For this class of lubrication we refine a variety of oils that are especially desirable 
not only for automobiles but also for motorcycles, cycle cars and the like. 


CYLINDER OILS— 


Unfiltered steam refined stocks from 540° to 630° Flash. Even our highest test 
stock is distinctly green in color and accordingly more free from tar, etc., 
and less likely to form carbon deposits. Watch the color, next to flash test, 
it’s the most important. ; 


Filtered stocks varying from 500° to 600° Flash, made in standard and special 
colors. 


Cold test filtered stocks of low cloud test. 


REMEMBER— 


That Germania Oils are of Pure Pennsylvania Crude. Our engine and motor oils 
are of the highest flash and lighest gravity and accordingly their tests prove that 
they are straight Pennsylvania crude products and are not made from mixed 
crudes. 


The Germania Refining Company 


Oil City, Pennsylvania 
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Selects Oil Inspectors by Competitive Tests 


Wisconsin Has All Deputies Under Civil 
Service—Improvement in Questions Promised 


W 


the job of deputy state oil inspector to pass a 


nsin now requires every candidate for 


civil service examination and, still more in 
contrast to all precedent, the civil service com- 
mission is trying to make this examination of 
some real value in weeding out incompetent 
men. 

The commission has, however, not had as- 
sistance of persons familiar with the oil busi- 
ness sufficient to promulgate any really im- 
portant sets of questions. The Wisconsin Civil 
Service Commission is in touch with the officers 
of the Independent Petroleum Marketers’ Asso- 
ciation who want all foolish questions in future 
examinations eliminated. 


Wisconsin as a state has done a great many 
radical things and much pioneering along the 
lines of civic It really has the 
laurels in drawing a slight line at least against 
the politicians in the selection of holders of 
deputy oil inspection jobs 


righteousness. 


The Wisconsin Civil Service Commission, it 
is known, has stated very emphatically that they 
will make their questions for deputy state oil 
inspectors just as they have endeavored to 
make their questions for other state jobs, of 
such a nature as to put the applicant entirely 
upon a merit basis and to bar absolutely any 
possibility of political pull. 

The following is a notice just given for an 
examination February 14. 


4, 


These Barrels meet !. C- C. Requirements 


“Examination for deputy oil inspector for 
District No. 31, comprising towns of Farm- 
ington, Wayne, West 
Trenton and Jackson in Washington 


Kewaskum, Barton, 


Bend, 


county; also towns of Lemira and Theresa in 


Dodge county; also all of Fond du Lac county 
excepting 


towns of Rosendale, 


Metomen, Alto and Waupun. 


Rips yn, 


“Notice is hereby given that a local com- 
petitive examination will be held at the court 
house in Fond du Lac on Saturday, February 
14, 1914, at 8 a. m.,, 


position. 


for the above-mentioned 


“The examination is open to men only who 


reside in this district and who are over 21 


years of age. Preferred ages 25 to 50 years. 
The appointee must consent to reside at a point 
easily accessible to places where oil is to be 
inspected. 


Appointee will be required to give 
bond. 


‘No inspector shall, during his term of 
office, traffic, directly or indirectly, in any oil 
used for illuminating or heating purposes or 
be interested in any manner whatever in the 
manufacture, refining or sale of such oil.’ 


“The appointee will not be required to devote 
his entire time to the work, but his business 
must be such as to permit him to leave it at 
any time to attend to the duties of the posi- 
tion, which include the enforcement of the 
red can law as well as the work of inspection. 


A 


Capacities 


St. Louis 


Baltimore Chicago 


30-55-110 Gallon Capacity 
I.C.C. Nesco Steel Barrels 


With Rolling and Chime Hoops 
Painted or Galvanized 
Fully comply with I. C. C. Tests 


A Field Barrel for Your Particular Needs 


Seven Different Sizes — 10-15-20-30 
40-50-55 Gallon Capacities 

Outside Rolling Hoops or with Hoops 
formed out of Body 

Strong and durable—yet low-priced 


55 Gal. Varnish Barrels 


With large bolted-on heads 
Strong and absolutely dependable 


for Private and Public Garages: 
Nesco Underground Barrels—55 and 110 Gal. 


Convenient—Safe—Practical—the surest insurance 
Write our nearest Branch for Particulars 


National Enameling & StampingCo. 


Granite City, Ill. 


“The compensation consists of fees and 
amounts approximately to $1,200 per annum. 
“Men interested should write to the Wiscon- 
sin Civil Service Commission at Madison for 
application blanks and copies of the oil in- 
spection law. These copies of the law should 
be read carefully before the examination. Ap- 
plication blanks should be filled out and for- 
warded so as to reach the office of the com- 
mission not later than 10 a. m. Tuesday, Feb- 
ruary 10, 1914. Late candidates will be ad- 
mitted provided arrangements can be made. 
Relative 
Weights. 
1. Preliminary paper (education, employ- 
ments and personal fitness) 7 


Subjects of Examination. 


Practical questions on duties of posi- 
tion 


Total 10 

“This notice contains all the information that 
will be given to applicants regarding the here- 
in mentioned examination. 

“WISCONSIN CIVIL SERVICE COM- 
MISSION.” 

As an example of the questions asked the 
following is a set of preliminary questions 
asked at an examination held January 20, 1912: 

“State what education you have received. 


“In what occupation or occupations have you 
been employed during the past ten years? Give 


New York Milwaukee 
New Orleans Philadelphia 


y 
; 
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s nearly as possible name and address of each 
i 
salarv received, and dates inclusive, 
¢ positi held 


‘What training and experience in bookkeep- 


id, if 
\re you at present pecuniarily interested 
rm, company, or corporation which 
manufactures, refines, sells, transports, or dis- 
ributes ils T | cts of petroleum 
sed for illuminating, heating, or power pur- 
“State fully your experience in handling or 
selling ke Ss an ther petroleum pri d- 
If y y ny experience in work of a 
tective 1 re, give ¢ nore instances to 
show the character and ex tf your ex- 
perience in tl respect 
“Have vou held any position in the service 
the State of Wisconsin? If so, name the 
position and give dates, inclusive, of such 


“Can you leave your work at any time in 


rder to 1 inspection promptly when nott- 
ed of the arrival of a tank car of oil or 
ads e? 

D St toxicating liquors of any 
kit If so, state f nd definitely what 
your habits are in such use of them. If you 

re a tot stainer, state vy long you have 
Sta ned 
“Have ny physic r chronic ail- 
ment? If so, describe 1 

Is it understood by you that your failure 
to keep this commission informed of any 
( inge n \ r postomee iddress w ll be suf- 


ient ground for dropping your name from 


the eligible list in case your name 1s placed on 


juestions asked at each ex- 
following 
The time al- 
wed for answering them was four hours. 


given t applicants July 9, 1910 


The first part of the first question consists ot 
eight citations of which the following is a 
fair example and which the applicant is asked 
answer as afterwards noted: 
“1. John Doe, deputy oil inspector, during 
the month of June, 1910, made the following 
inspections: June 2, 16,865 gallons of gasoline, 


: for Standard Oil Company 
tank car line U. T. L., tank car No. 675. 
(Eight similar examples cited.) 
“Lengthwise on a sheet of examination paper 
arrange in columns in tabular form the above- 
column 


additional col- 


mentioned data, using appropriate 


and also using two 


umns with headings, ‘No. of barrels inspected’ 


and ‘Fees received,’ respectively. 

“Find the number of barrels inspected and 
the fee received for the state in inspecting 
each tank car, and place your answers in the 
proper places in the appropriate columns. (A 
barrel contains 50 gallons. Consider as a whole 
barrel any fraction greater than one-half. The 
inspection fee is 10 cents per barrel or major 
fraction thereof.) 

“Find the total number of barrels inspected 

“Find the total amount of fees paid. 

“Find the total amount of fees which each 
oil company is obliged to pay the state. 

“2 Transfer these columns to ruled ex- 
Find the 


amination paper. Add each column. 


total sum. 


71293 18689 48368 56423 
91827 31491 97834 12986 
82375 76582 32565 54612 
41205 35219 75674 74873 
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64565 61705 56646 45079 

92647 82937 86679 88478 

38217 725293 51897 72745 
“3. State the duty of an oil inspector upon 
being informed of some violation of the state 


oil inspection law in his district, such as a 
dealer’s altering the stamp fixed to a barrel 
kerosene. 

“4. (a) State the provisions of the state 
oil inspection law as to the receptacle in which 


benzine, etc., (1) shall be 


) shall 


kerosene, gasoline, 
delivered by a dealer to a purchaser; (2 
be kept for use by the consumer 
“(b) Why is a strict enforcement of these 

“5. (a) Write as a deputy oil inspector a let- 
ter to the State Supervisor of Oil Inspectors 
informing him of an explosion which came to 
your knowledge in your district from the use 
of kerosene mixed with gasoline. Supply de- 
tails and sign your examination number where 
your signature is necessary 

“(b) Write a letter such as a deputy oil 
inspector should write in answer to the follow- 
ing letter of inquiry from a retail oil dealer. 


Supply details. Sign your examination num- 


‘‘Dear Sir: I find that we are not supplied 
with a sufficient number of red cans to meet 
the present demand and that we shall be 
obliged to use the common cans for gasoline 
is now ordered. 
I write this in order that you may know that 


we do not mean to violate the law, and also to 


until we can get a supply whic! 


request that you extend to us for a few days 


permission to use the common cans until the 


of the cans ordered. Yours respect- 
“6. I began business insolvent $1,200, and 
My liabilities at the 


What are my re- 


have since gained $3,500 
present time are $6,900. 
sources? (Resources should not be confused 
with present worth.) 

“7 The law provides that ‘each deputy oil 
inspector shall be entitled to a salary, payable 
monthly, the amount of which is to be deter- 
mined by the number of barrels containing not 
less than 50 gallons (or major fraction there- 
of) actually inspected by each deputy during 


1 


the month as follows: For each of the first 


ten, 30 cents each; for each of the second ten, 
25 cents each; for each of the third ten, 20 
cents each; for each of the fourth ten, 15 
cents each; for each of the next sixty, 10 cents 
each: for each of the next two hundred, 8 
for each of the fourth and fifth 
(and sixth) hundred, 6 cents each; 


in excess of six hundred, 


cents each; 
for each 
5 cents each, pro- 
vided that in no case shall a deputy inspector 
receive $100 in any month under this act as 
such salary.’ 

“(a) For the month of June, 1910, under 


the new law above quoted, what would be the 


salary of a deputy oil inspector who during 
the month inspected 92.485 gallons of oil? 
“(b) What would be his salary if he in- 
spected 62,960 gallons of oil? 
“(c) What if he inspected 15,942 gallons? 
“(d) What if he inspected 36,780 gallons? 
“(e) What if he inspected 51,735 gallons?” 
The secretary of the Independent Petroleum 
Marketers’ Association, upon seeing this par- 
ticular set of practical questions, wrote the 
commission taking exception first to the fact 
that the questions put undue emphasis, in his 
opinion, on the ability of the man to figure his 


Cleveland, O. 
salary, which the secretary of the 1. P. M. A 
maintained would not by any means insure th 
state getting a good man because the one wh 
can only figure his salary and is only interested 
in that does not make a good employe. 

The secretary also objected to Paragrapl 
“A” of question 5, because it assumed that thi 
applicant was a chemist and had full know! 
edge of all oil conditions and then assumed 
that kerosene and gasoline were mixed i 
common practice, and still further assumed that 
The sec 
retary pointed out that all of these were un 
true assumptions and that the question was 


that was an explosive combination. 


misleading—that it could hardly be answered 
even by an oil expert and that it would only 
tend to confuse the applicant’s mind and to 
instil in his mind the idea that oil and gas 

line are explosive, which they are not, and that 
such misinformation has in the past been very 
largely responsible for such accidents as have 
occurred from the handling of oil and gaso 
line, because those handling these products 
being ignorant of their true character, have 
not handled them properly. 

The Civil Service Commission said that they 
appreciated the criticisms and could see the 
force of them and would be glad to co-operat: 
with the oil men to get the examinations on a 
better basis. 


OHIO INSPECTION 
UPHELD BY COURT 


Oil Men Fail in First Move 
to Knock out Law 


Because the Ohio legislature did not in 
tend to make a revenue measure of it, in the 
opinion of Judge Evans, of the Common 
Pleas Court at Columbus, Ohio, delivered 
this month, the oil inspection law of Ohno, 
under attack by the oil men of the state, 
was held to be constitutional. 

General Counsel Chamberlin, of the Na 
tional Petroleum Association, says that he 
will instruct the oil men’s attorney to ap 
peal the case. The decision was a great 
disappointment to the oil trade, because 
they had been counting on the court hold- 
ing the same opinion as it did in the case 
brought by automobile owners against the 
registration fee, but another judge decided 
the oil case. 

The court held that as prior to May, 1908 
all the fees obtained from the inspection ot 
oil went to thereof, that, 
therefore, oil inspection law was not de 
He said that 
all the legislature had done since then was 
to order payment of any excess of fees over 


the inspectors 


signed for revenue purposes. 


expenses to the general revenue fund of the 
state, and that the legislature did not, as in 
the case of the automobile tax, advance the 
fees in the fact of a growing surplus. 

The court held that, although oil inspec- 
tion is showing a surplus at the present 
time, it might not in the future, and that 
anyway this surplus, in the court’s opinion, 
was not sufficiently excessive to warrant it 
declaring the law unconstitutional, especially 
as the court said that the legislature at any 
time could reduce the fees, and hence cut 
the revenue. 

The court did not go into the question of 
the merits of oil inspection, 
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Mr. Jobber: 


Why is it you always specify a certain 
viscosity in purchasing Neutral Oils while in buying Steam 
Refined Cylinder Stocks this test is ignored? You know that 
the viscosity test of lubricating oils refined from Pennsylvania 
Crude ‘this does not apply to Western oils) shows the lubri- 
cating qualities of the oil. This being a fact, why not specify 
viscosity in buying your Cylinder Stocks which you now buy 
simply on fire test. 


The Cylinder Stocks made from Bradford Pennsylvania 
Crude Oil are higher in viscosity and have better lubricating 
qualities than the Cylinder Stocks made from any other crude, 
no matter where produced. Below are the full tests of the 
Steam Refined Cylinder Stocks refined by us from Bradford 
Pennsylvania Crude Oil:— 


Flash Fire Gravity Cold Viscosity (Saybolt) 


545° 610° 25.5° 45° 168" « 212° 
570° 635° 24.5° 35° 200" 212° 
«650° 235 225" @ 212° 


You will note that the viscosity tests of our Stocks are 
fully 20" to 25" higher than manufactured by any other Penn- 
sylvania refiner. Our 635° stock may be readily substituted, and 
is by agreat many jobbers, for 650° stock made by other refiners. 


We should like to submit samples and prices on our 
Bradford Stocks, also on Red or Pale Viscous or Non-viscous 
Neutrals. 


We solicit your inquiries. 


Emery Manufacturing Company 
Retiners of Pennsylvania Petroleum 


Bradford, Pa. 
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Divide New Fire Rules by Trade Sections 


National Board of Fire Underwriters Consider Needs 
of Jobbers and Refiners in Making Regulations 


In these discussions on t suggested model 


rdinance regulating the storage of inflam- 

prec the National Board 

I ire Underwriters and the National lure 

tl peration with the 

eum Marketers’ Associa 

re the last two 

ssucs er n storage 

tanks ] | restrictions 

thereon, and pter 4, on piping, and other 
pian 

This month's discussion is on the theory by 
which the ordinan vas divided according to 
the industries affected. It was tirst intended 
l t the I drawn that as 
A whoie \ i etroleum oil 
paint th the manu 
facturing, dis but it 

S S t was so broad and 

ered suci conditions in 
different parts e 4 y that it was al- 
nos ipossib! e English language 

1 

\fter tearing up the ordinance several times, 
the conferees lly « ed to divide the or- 
linance according to the several larger industries 
affected and according to the divisions of these 
industries, so there is a general chapter called 
chapter 5, on petroleum and which concerns 
petroleum only and in which is included di- 
rectly or by retere Sl ther parts f the 
rdinance as apply to petroleum and its prod- 
ucts. What is specitied in chapter 5, does not 
concern petroleun Then there is chapter 6, 
on paints, varnishes and similar manufacturing 
commodities There was previously put in 
chapter 7, on garages, and chapter 8, on dry 
cleaning. 

Owing to the fact that the chief fire hazard 
connected with the handling of petroleum and 
its products is the degree of ignorance of those 
handling it, it was necessary, in order to avail 
of language that would fit, to subdivide the 
petroleum trade, according to that degree of 
ignorance, into three classes. First—the re- 
fineries, second—the jobbing plant, storage 


houses and distributing stations, and third—dis- 
and the con- 


ludes the con- 


tributing and retailing petroleum, 


tainers used, which also in 


sumer, although the consumer is pretty gen- 


er 
that 


pe- 


It Is speci ed at the start of chapter >, 


“liquids in this chapter mean liquids of 


gas classilied as in section 


troleum and natural 


2, chapter 1,” which classification is by flash 
points, gasoline or class 1 being liquids 


flashing at 30° or below Tagliabue open cup, and 


liquid flashing and up to 80°, 


to 200°. 


class 2, at 30 


and class 3, flashing from 80 

Section 72, the first in chapter 5, and un- 
der the sub-head of refineries, is: “No per- 
mit shall be granted for the establishment 
of a new plant or an addition to a plant for 
distilling or condensing within the limits of 
the city until after a survey has been made 
by the chief of the fire department and an 
investigation made of all hazardous condi- 
tions connected therewith. If there are no 
schools, churches, hospitals nor public halls 
within 300 feet, and no other buildings than 
those of the plant within 150 feet of the 
proposed distilling or condensing plant, 


and (or) other conditions are agreeable to 
the spirit and intent of this ordinance, the 
chief of the fire department shall grant a 
permit for the location desired; provided, 
also, that a guarantee to maintain an open 
space 150 feet wide on all sides shall be 
given by the applicant. 


This is the usual requirement found in most 


city ordinances, both where there are and are 
tL Fe \s ries I the 
| 
not be ite ina c r anvwhere neal 
it probably, there is little need to concern out 


selves about them 
places in the country 
hietly, 
these are properly provided for 
regulations 

Section 73. Storage and piping at such 
plants shall be as in chapters 3 and 4 of 
this ordinance. 
have been 


These chapters are those that 


the 


discussed in last two tssues of the pa- 
per. 
JOBBING SECTIONS. 

Nnder the title of “JOBBING PLANTS, 
STOREHOUSES, AND DISTRIB- 
UTING STATIONS,” are the 
ordinance applying to 
and its products and the oil 


Nothing anywhere 


sections of 
the entire petroleum 
jobbers’ bust- 
ness. else and not here 
neern the jobber 
Section 74. New and existing jobbing 
plants, storehouses and distributing sta- 
tions shall be constructed as provided in 
and conform to sections 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 
29, 30, 31, 32, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, and 44. 
The sections quoted above 
general 


referred to need co 


concern some 


would not affect 


regulations such as 


adversely bing plant in the 
also apply to 


inflammable 


any job country 


practically and which any 
other place where 
handled. 

Section 75. In new and existing plants, 
rooms in which class 1, 2, and 3 liquids are 
stored or handled in other than original 
containers, heating shall be done by steam 
or hot water. Unpierced fire walls shall 
isolate from such rooms, all steam boilers, 
furnaces or exposed fires, or any electric 
dynamos or motors, or other spark emit- 
ting devices, provided that explosion-proof 
motors may be used. 


Practically 


liquids are 


every jobbing plant today un- 


filling room heated 
water; if not, it 


doubtedly has its light 
should have 
there is absolutely no other style of 
that is safe A 
plants probably are not 


by steam or hot 
because 
number of 


heating jobbing 


protected by unpierced 
fire walls between their light oil filling 
and the rest of their 


tal defect in c 


rooms 
This is a fa- 
should 


doorway to his 


muildings 
nstruction. No 
outside 


and 


jobbe r 
have anything but an 


asoline filling room, that on the side of 


=a building as far from his boiler house 
It should be cut off 


the rest of the building by fire 


away 


as possible. entirely from 
walls. 

It is quite convenient, of course, to go from 
to the and all parts of 
lant without going out doors, but in the 
case of a gasoline filling room, you should only 
enter that 
may be a thousand gasoline 


your office warehouse 


your p 


The 
filling rooms in the 


from an outside entrance. 


country that don’t comply with this ordinance: 
but to make them comply would only cost 

little 
and cut a hole for 


very money,—enough to break up on 


entrance another entrance 
Just as a matter of personal safety if nothing 
else, every jobber should do it. 

that the 
writer remembers a fire and a real explosior 
in a jobber’s plant, out in the middle West, 
because of this particular defect in the layout 


his plant. 


It is only about two years ago 


That man had a direct connec 
tion by door-ways from his office through his 


plant his gasoline filling room. He got 

barrel of natural gas gasoline in there one day, 
the foreman took out the bung and then went 
off to attend to something else. In the mean 
somebody pranced in from the office and 
In the office on the floor 
lighted gas stove. In the course 


after the barrel was 


time, 
left the door open. 
little 
of twenty 
there 


Was a 
minutes or so, 
open, was a tremendous and a real ex 
The people in the office went out the 
the out, 
and those in the warehouse went through larg: 
holes in the walls, all due to the fact that the 
like any 


heavier than air, 


pl S10N. 


windows and doors, literally blown 


vapor from this natural gas gasoline, 


other gasoline being settled 


to the floor and because the office 
along the floor 


was warmer 
than the warehouse, was swept 
to the office and ignited at this little gas stove 


It was one of those rare cases where exactly 
the right proportions of vapor to air occurred 
Ordinarily 


that produced a real explosion. 


there would only have been a flash and a fire 
this has not happened perhaps a 
but the trouble is that when 
it does happen, it is bad. The only 
that a big Canadian oil company had in some- 


Of course, 
great many times, 
very fire 
thing like 30 years, was due to a particularly 
muggy day, when the weather was damp and 
they happened to be transferring quite a bit of 
The vapor from that gasoline, al- 
though the usual care was taken, settled on the 
ground and spread all over the plant to the 
depth of a couple of feet and finally rolled into 
the Then the whole 
plant went up. 


gasoline. 


fire box under the boiler. 

It is the trickiness of gasoline vapor and the 
vapor of any petroleum product that the job- 
It is just like a ser- 
you don’t hear it coming and you don’t 
it is there until it strikes, and like a 
serpent, strike, but when it 


ber has to guard against. 
pent, 
know 
it does not always 
does, you know it. 

argue that he has 
20 to 30 years and not had a fire, par- 
of this kind, but nevertheless, it is 
possible that he has exhausted all his chances 
of not having a fire and that the twenty-first 
year or thirty-first year will bring that fire. 
You never can tell. 
according to the law of chances, and according 
to that law, the longer you go without a fire, 
the more likely you are 


The jobber may 
through 


gone 


ticularly 


Everything runs somewhat 


to have one; so every 
25.00 or 
$50.00 possible expense that might be neces- 
sary to keep his gasoline filling room abso- 
lutely cut off from any connection with fire. 

Section 76. Storage and piping at such 
plants shall be as provided in chapters 3 
and 4 of this ordinance. 

This 


jobber is strongly urged to go to the 


section concerns the piping and 
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Cosden Company 


General Offices: 


Tulsa, Oklahoma 


Producers and Refiners of 


Pure High Grade 


Oklahoma Petroleum 


Refineries Located at 
Tulsa Cushing Bigheart 
Oklahoma 
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vious issues 

Under the sub-head of DISTRIBUTING, 
RETAILING AND CONTAINERS 
USED, tthe ordinance concerns those 


Way. 


ready scussed in 


+} 


ys and the consumer ina 
Section 77. All tank wagons, and wagons 
containing tank with faucets, when used for 
distribution of inflammable liquids, shall be 
of substantial and workmanlike construc- 
tion and shall be subject to the approval of 
the chief of the fire department, who shall 
inspect and keep a record of such wagons 
or vehicles, which shall be plainly marked 
with their record number. All faucets con- 
nected to such tank wagons shall be kept 
locked or have handle removed when not 
in actual use, such handle to be so con- 
structed that it may not be removed except 
when the faucet is tightly closed, and all 
measures and faucets shall be covered or 
otherwise protected. 


There is nothing in this tank wagon require- 
me 9 k wagon cann it comply 
with, in fact, it is the general custom today and 
I reason for breaking over the rule of 

having anything approved by the chief of 
tl ing him to ap- 
prove tank wagons Is to avoid Naving to set up 
detail Sp turn them 
ver t S ( ( to see that the 
re \ t is sought by giving th 
chic the right to ap 
prove < Wagons, 1s prevent the use of 
flimsy wagons these little ped- 
dlers and you have all seen the cheaper class 
f peddlers using equipment that really should 


« irred 1 l e streets 


Section 78. Containers of class 1 and 2 
liquids shall be painted red and be con- 
spicuously lettered in black, “Dangerous— 
Keep Lights and Fires Away and Store 
Outside Building.” Containers of class 3 
liquids shall be painted green and have 
conspicuously marked in white letters, “In- 
flammable Liquid—Keep Fire Away and 
Store Outside Building.” It shall be a mis- 
demeanor to keep or place the above men- 
tion liquids in containers other than those 
marked as designated, or to use the con- 
tainers for any other liquids or substances 
than those specified, or fail to keep their 
exterior clean so that coloring and letter- 
ing are easily distinguishable. 


Ch & 36 tl e section ce vised by the oil trade 
to cut down the possibility of damage suits 
from the misuse of petroleum. This section 
was submitt t the annual meeting of the In- 

ependent Petroleum Marketers’ Association 
n Minneapolis 1912, and after some 
amendment, was approved by the entire as 


In brief, it is the “Red Can Act” for gaso- 
ine containers which most states have, and 
dded to it is what is hoped will be a “Green 
Can Act” for kerosene containers and mind 


you, these colors concern containers used in 


distributing to retailers The 


use of the color “Green” to distinguish kero- 


sene was taken by the association to fit in with 


sed campaign to educate the consumer 


as to the proper use of kerosene and to serve 


» and legal notice on the consumer that the 


proper use of kerosene is in lamps and other 
receptacles especially provided for its use and 


that any other use of kerosene is a misuse and 
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that the consumer indulges in this misuse at his 
own peril. In other words, the 


not 


Wee 1S 
proper use 1 


starting a fire in a kitchen stove with kero- 


sene or any other liquid fuel and yet there 1s 


where we hear the most about “gasoline ex- 


plosions,” and yet, every time there is a series 


of “gasoline explosions,” so-called, in kitchen 


stoves in a community, you never do hear of 


any “gasoline explosions” in lamps, and if those 


that were injured by their kerosene fires in the 


stoves had been blown up by gasoline, there 


would have been some lamp accidents surely. 


section 1S 


The idea of 
the house 


to impress upon 
wife that when she sends the maid 
or goes herself, out on the back porch to get 
gasoline, she will tell the maid that it is in the 
red can, and when she sends her for kerosene, 
it will be in a green can and not in a brown 
jug or pan or bottle or fruit jar or cans that 
may be used for sprinkling the flowers one day 
and the kids to play with the next. 

Section 79 which follows, prohibits the 
starting of fires in It is, “The use 
of inflammable liquid in kindling or start- 
ing a fire in stove or furnace, or any other 
place not specifically permitted by this or- 


dinance, is prohibited and is a misdemea- 


stoves 


nor.” 

Both sections 78 and 79 went further than 
the hre protection engineers thought of going 
In fact, the oil trade had to insist that these 
were very pertinent features and would do 
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more toward reducing the fire hazard in the 
handling of petroleum and its products than 
any other regulations—that these two sections 
hit at and reached the very people where prob- 
ably 80 to 90 per cent of the accidents and fires 
from inflammables occurred, and it was argued, 
oil plants themselves could even go unregu- 


lated entirely and be permitted to blossom 
forth in any way they might see fit and the 
number of fires would not be of any particular 
if the 
from his own ignorance. 


consequence consumer Was protected 


Section 80. The requirements and re- 
strictions given in sections 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 
28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 37..38, 39, 40, 41, 42, and 
44, and in chapters 3 and 4, must be com- 
plied with, 


This section picks up the general require 
ments, such as in many cases apply to jobbing 
plants, storehouses, and distributing stations, 
as noted before in this monthly discussion, and 
which apply also to the consumer. 


(Continued in March.) 


Huff’s Elastic Carbon Paints 


Are ready for use just as they come from the 
container. Require no mixing or compound- 
ing. Both elastic and pliable and will not 
crack, blister, or scale. 


The Forest Oil & Grease Co ,“'"ne°°™ 


Welded Steel Oil Tanks for Power Trucks 


That give satisfaction 
and stand every test 


You buy the chassis and we 
will do the rest 


H. Bollwerk & Bro. 


3105 So. Broadway St. Louis, Mo. 


GASOLINE 
NAPHTHA 
KEROSENE 
BLACK- OIL 
GAS OIL 
FUEL OIL 
ROAD OILS 


Tulsa 


Regal Gasoline 


Low Boiling Points 
Stands Most Critical 
Examination of Chemists 


It Has THE REGAL Quality 
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Refineries Close as Oil Market Drops 


Two Eastern Independents Shut Down, Unable to 
Stand Losses; More Declines in Tank Wagon Prices 


Gasoline declined a half cent a gallon 
pretty generally throughout the Central 
West and Northwest, February 11, while 
refined oil dropped a half cent in Iowa and 
territory, 

These declines have brought the marketer 
and refiner facing probably the most serious 


surrounding Kebruary 9. 


Two 
shut 
down their plants and others are reported 
to be seriously considering following their 


outlook in the oil business in years. 


small Eastern refiners have already 


example. Several committees of refiners on 
the National Transit Company’s line have 
called on Joseph Seep and sought some re- 
lief, but got a blunt “No” for an answer. 
Others have asked Mr. Seep to let them 
take only a part of their allottment of crude 
oil for a time or pass up their crude for a 
while. To this Mr. Seep has ‘said that if 
they didn’t take their crude regularly every 
day as it was offered to them and pay for 
it in accordance with their agreement they 
couldn’t have it at all any more. 

The refined oil and gasoline markets have 
been sagging ever since the high markets 
The last drops 
of the week of February 9 were in the cen- 
ter of the bulk of the real Independent com- 
Standard Oil, the territory 
where the Independents have proved them- 
selves to be far better marketers than the 
Standard Inde- 


of last summer and spring. 
with 


petition 


Company, where the 


pendents have been steadily increasing 
their gallonage beyond the natural increase 
in the market. 
LATEST PRICES. 

The latest drops give the following prices: 

WISCONSIN, half cent general over the 
state, giving a price of 14.5 cents at Green 
Bay and similar northern points. 

MINNESOTA, new price on gasoline 15 


cents. 
IOWA and surrounding territory, refined 


oil off half cent, making kerosene now 7.2 
cents and gasoline 14.1 cents. 
MISSOURI AND KANSAS, half cent 


off on gasoline and naphtha, making pres- 
ent prices gasoline 13.5 cents and naphtha 
11.5 cents. 

LOWER MICHIGAN, gasoline 14 cents 
and refined oil 7.5 cents. 

OHIO points, unchanged for some time, 
gasoline 16 cents, refined oil 8.5 cents and 
the latter at Covington, Ky., 9 cents. 

SOUTHERN INDIANA got a drop in 
gasoline of half a cent, January 14, making 
gasoline 14 cents and oil 7.5 cents. 

The handicaps on the marketer 
the refiner, and, in addition, he has 
other troubles. The Independent refiner in 
the East, for instance, has long been trying 


effect 


some 


to carry an enormous loss on his burning 


- oil by passing the burden along to his other 


products. None of them have been getting 


1 


the cost of crude out of their burning oil, 
and on a good part of it they have not been 
getting within hardly two cents of the cost 
of the crude at their refinery, 6.43 cents a 
gallon. The export market is 5.25, and the 
refiner has to pay the pipeage charge out of 
that, so half his him 


than 5 cents, 2 


kerosene nets less 
or almost a loss of 2.75 cents 
the refining 


per gallon, to say nothing of 


cost. The refiners have sought to reduce 
their kerosene cuts as much as possible and 
most of them have increased their gasoline 
cuts from 18 per cent and 20 per cent up 
to 30 per cent and more, but still from 35 
per cent to 40 per cent of their output has 
been going to burning oil at the loss. 
WESTERN TROUBLES. 

The Western refiners have not only been 
up against burning oil surplus, but, unlike 
the Eastern refiners, had no way of selling 
make the 
situation look a bit more hopeful so far as 


it, although arrangements now 
the export oil situation is concerned. But 
the Western plants, with but four or five 
exceptions, have no lubricating oil to help 
them 


out. They have to depend on the 


fuel oil markets, which have refused to ad- 
vance beyond the comparative price with 
coal, from 75 to 80 cents per barrel, and 
this price has had to be made delivered oft- 
despite the distinct 


l over coal 


times, advantage in 


burning 


Kennicott Steel Products 


0ONW 


Works: 
Chicago Heights, Ills. 


WRITE FOR PRICES 


Place your Tank Orders with “‘Kennicott” >—— 
and Insure Against Leak Losses 


THE KENNICOTT COMPANY 


Sales Office: 
Corn Exchange Bank Bldg. 
Chicago, Ills. 


Steel Storage Tanks 
Stills Agitators 
Condensers 


Material on Hand Insures Prompt Shipment 


Tank Cars Complete and All Steel Plate Construction 


We carry Tank Cars in Stock, ready for Immediate Shipment 


DOR 
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e whole oil business is getting down te 
the worst of it is the last 
sar mad companies 
[he S d ( seems the eader, al- 
e Pi e O;] 1, and the 
efit o singled ut bv 
ke their rg otf 
( ting ese e exception 
e Pierces rs <o dropping 
( reign lubricating oil markets, as our 
‘ts from London and Berlin, printed 
t 


MUST FREE PIPE LINES. 


The ray of hope is the prospect of some 

tter nese seli-s e pipe lines 

: r e Unite States Supreme 


Fix Dates tor the 
Orleans I. 
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Court, which is now trying to decide if the 


Standard’s “private” lines are common car- 
riers, and, second, from the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission, when it reduces the 
pipe line rates. This will permit 
le Eastern retiners to get more oil and will 
vermit of the location of refineries nearer 
he n | 


larKeting centers but until the pipe 


lines are opened up it’s absolutely impos- 
sible for the Independents to expect to com- 
pete to rock bottom with rail transportation 
against the S. O.’s pipe lines. The Standard 
Oil Company is ; 

lon ahead of all Independents by the time 
that company’s 100,000 barrels of oil a day 


from Oklahoma reaches the Mississipi river 


alone 


New 
P. M. A. Meeting 


| s of the etings of the In- The dates of the Independent Petroleum 
P Mar Association Marketers’ Association meeting at San lFran- 
t ears we xed at the cisco were not definitely adopted but were 
1 g x e at Chi- recommended to the association, but as these 
$ meeting, which dates have been adopted by the American Pe- 
ew | s, will be October 13 troleum Society and have been especially as- 
| Pues \ : ind on signed by the Panama Exposition people, it is 

O 5 ( g \meri- not thought that there will be any change 
Pr 1 Soci sists of re- The executive committee intends to make 
a s : this year’s meeting short but full of business 
The 191 eting S sco will be They believe that by the enforcement of cer- 
between October 18 and October 25, and the tain rules all the business of the associa- 
veek following will be the World's Oil Con- tion can be attended to in two days, leaving 
gress under the auspices of the American a third day for the American Petroleum 

etroleum Socie Societ 
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W. O. Hudson, member of the committee 
from New Orleans, was given full and en- 
tire charge of all the detailed entertainment 
arrangements for the 1914 meeting. It is the 
plan of the executive committee to have an 
official I. P. M. A. train that will run special 
from some central point in the north to New 
Orleans and carry only the oil men. The 
suggestion has been made, and so far received 
with favor, that after the meeting at New 
Orleans the oil men go by special steamer to 
Panama. This would be about a twelve or 
fourteen days’ trip. It was pointed out that 
a trip could be made at that time better than 
in 1915, because a trip to San Francisco by 
way of Panama would take twenty-eight days 
for the water trip alone, which was considered 
to be prohibitive. 

The executive committee canvassed arrange 
ments for handling the members at San Fran 
cisco in 1915, and directed such investigations 
being made as will insure the members getting 
the best of attention and service. 

The following new members were admitted 
to the association by the committee: 

Grand Rapids Oil Company, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. 

Clinton Oil Company, Clinton, Mo. 

S. F. K. Steel Barrel Company, Cleveland, © 

The Penn Oil & Supply Company, Oil City, 
Pa. 

Lockhart Oil Company, Coalgate, Okla. 

Pennsylvania Oil Company, Chicago, 111. 

Noble Refining Company, Cleveland, O 

State Oil Company, Lincoln, Neb. 
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Best of Deliveries 


All Kinds of Oil Refinery Equipment 


DELIVERED AND ERECTED ANYWHERE 
5,000; 10,000; 20,000; 25,000; 37,500 and 55,000 barrel tanks in stock for quick shipment 


NILES, OHIO, U.S. A. 


STATION TANKS AND STEEL SUPPORTS, SHIPPED COMPLETE ON ONE CAR 


THE STANDARD BOILER AND PLATE IRON CO. 


Woes: 


Always Glad to Quote 


: 


ity. 
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Why You Should Protect | 
Trade Marks By Registration 


In submitting the first of a series of articles 
on trade-marks in the oil business, Mr. Under- 
wood wrote: 

“This article on “Are Trade-marks Prop- 
erty,” will follow up in a later article by show- 
ing why it should be regarded as property, and 
why the right to it should not be limited to 
the territory in which the owner has traded. 

“This article may appear to be elementary. 
Some trade-mark owners appreciate the value 


oy it, but a great many do not seem to grasp 


By Homer C. Underwood, 
Trade Mark and Patent Attorney. 

In a recent decision of the United States 
Circuit Court of Appeals, seventh circuit, 
doubt has been expressed as to whether a 
trade-mark is property. If a trade-mark is 
property, what is the nature of the property, 
where is it located, and how may the owner 
take and keep possession of it? 


SE AN AIR-FRICTION 
WITH NEW 1914 IMPROVEMENTS. 
Increases power and economy of mo- 

tor one-half. Absolutely impossible to 
choke or load. Uses distillate, gasoline or 
half kerosene with finest results. Starts 
easy incoldest weather. We fit all motors, 
guaranteeing definite results or refund 
money. Exclusive county rights. Liberal 
exchange on other carburetors. 


THE AIR-FRICTION CARBURETOR CO. 


DAYTON, OHIO 


The BROWN Steel 
Barrel 


_ A strong, economical, thoroughly welded and 
reinforced steel barrel 


Circulars and Price List on Request 


| 
| Brown Sheet Iron & Steel Co. 
129 Sth Ave. South 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


the idea that advertising is almost impossible 
without the use of a trade-mark. 

“One who advertises gasoline without desig- 
nating any kind of gasoline or any brand, is 
as likely to sell the gasoline of other dealers, 
through his advertising, as he is to sell his 
own gasoline.” 

Mr. Underwood has specialized on trade- 
marks in the oil business, having acted for 
many of the big oil companies. His articles 
will be the first of their kind addressed to the 
oil business. 


It has been frequently held by our courts 
that a trade-mark has no existence, and it 
cannot be owned except as associated with 
some business. If there is no business, there 
is no trade-mark right. One may not sell a 
trade-mark unless the business in which it is 
used is also sold. It has been the notion of 
many business men that they have a right 
to sell a trade-mark and keep the business in 
which it has been used. They can go through 
the form of selling it, but they transfer no 
title by such sale. Some have thought that 
if a trade-mark is registered in the United 
States Patent Office, they have the same right 
to it that they would have on a patented ma- 
chine, and some trade-mark owners think they 
have obtained a patent on a name when they 
register a name as a trade-mark. 

The constitution of the United States gives 
the federal government the authority to grant 
rights to patents, but it does not give it au- 
thority to grant rights to trade-marks. The 
trade-mark owner who has not studied the 
subject will naturally be curious to know 
where he obtains the right to the trade-mark 
if he does not get the right from the govern- 
ment when he registers it. We must remind 
him that before he can register a trade-mark, 
he must own it. He acquires ownership of 
it by applying it to certain goods to which it 
has never been applied by any other person, 
and selling the goods with the trade-mark 
attached by means of a label or otherwise. 

Before discussing the question of whether 
trade-marks are properly designated as prop- 
erty we will notice some of the uses of trade- 
marks, how they are connected with the busi- 
ness and what they cost their owners. Let 
us take the trade-mark of 
illustration. It required a very great amount 
of money to tell the people of the United 
States and other countries of the world about 


“Cascarets” for 


the candy cathartic pills made by a certain 
concern, and that the name of them is “Cas- 
carets.” The buildings necessary for the 
manufacture of this small article need not be 
of great value, and if they burn down they can 
be replaced without any great expense. But 
suppose this concern should be compelled to 
discontinue calling this product “Cascarets,” 
and should be prevented in the future from 
selling them as “Cascarets,” or delivering them 
to any one who asks for “Cascarets,’ how 
many millions of dollars would it cost to sell 
this little article under some other name, or 
would it be possible to sel! it under some 
other name? People who have been accus- 
tomed to buy “Cascarets” would go to the 
drug store for that article, failing to find it 
under that name, they would purchase one 


Change places with your 
salesman. What can you 
say about your products 
that your competitor could 
not as truthfully say of 
his? 


You Need 
Talking Points 


Think what it would 
mean to have even one dis- 
tinctive product, just one 


leader entirely different. 


Specialize 


Try it. Give your sales- 
men ONE good specialty 
for the automobile trade 


this Spring. 


Drop us a card. We 


have several winners. 


We're specialty specialists. 


The Moore Oil Co. 


Cincinnati, U. 8. A. 
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and the 
owner of this trade-mark would 


hundreds of similar articles. 
trade ot the 
be scattered 


The loss of the buildings would be a trivial 


matter compared with the loss of the trade- 
mark 
Before trade-marks were used in the sale 


oi rolled oats, this product was known simply 


as oats or rolled oats. Purchasers would go 


to their grocers and ask for a certain quan- 


tity of rolled oats. It was of no importance 


to the customer who manufactured the 


he customer 


Oats. 


would rely entirely upon the 


which would be 
and the 


} 


erocer to have in stock oats 


satisfactory to his 


customer, grocer 
might buy from any manufacturer of such 
eoods. The customer would receive the 


product of one manufacturer at one time, and 


the product of a different manufacturer on his 


next purchase. Some times the grocer would 


he imposed upon by sellers of inferior goods 


and he would in turn impose upon his cus 


tomers in selling the same 


Since trade-marks have been used, pur 


chasers do not buy rolled oats, but they pur- 


chase “Quaker Oats.” or some other nationally 


advertised brand Those who wish “Quaker 
Oats” refuse to accept oats which bear another 


name. Identically the same oats from the 


same mill would not be accepted by purchasers 
unless they were designated as “Quaker Oats.” 
Take away from the Quaker Oats Company 
this name and their business 


would be more completely 


the right to 
destroyed than it 
would be if they should lose every building 


and every piece of machinery they possess 


With the right to the name, orders flow in 


from all parts of the world. Without this 
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name there is nothing. If this company were 
required to determine whether they would give 
up all of their tangible property or 
their intangible name known 
Oats” 


give up 
“Quaker 


trade-mark, it is not improbable that 


as the 


they would determine to surrender the former. 

The trade-mark enables the 
keep the customer which he 
vertising, 


advertiser to 
obtains by ad- 
the trade-mark obtains 


a cumulative benetit from his advertising. 


and owner 
Per- 
sons induced to buy “Quaker Oats” will con- 
tinue to buy their chil- 
dren will buy “Quaker Oats” perhaps through 


more than one generation. 


“Quaker Oats.” and 

There 
many manufacturers of oats who do not give 
them 


may be 
any name, who manufacture a product 
equally as good as the “Quaker Oats,” and the 
customer might obtain an equally good article 
by buying such nameless goods, but experi- 
ence shows that he and that 
the trade-mark unconsciously attaches the cus- 
Without the trade 
mark advertising is practically impossible, and 


will not do so, 


tomer to the manufacturer 


“big business” could not well exist. 


In another article | will 


of this 


discuss the nature 
trade-mark, 
and whether it can be located in any particular 


property known the 


place. 


Court Bars Family’s 
Use of Famous Name 


The extent to which the courts go to pro 
tect trade marks is shown by the final decree 
just made by the U. S. 


cinnati in the 


District Court at Cin- 
use of 


as describing pianos. Al- 


famous case over the 


the word “Knabe” 


though pianos are far removed from oil, the 


Cleveland, O. 


principles of this case will apply to oil trade 
marks as well as to any others. 

The facts of this case are that the Knabe 
piano, so-called, was made by a man named 
Knabe and_ his 
Knabe 


grandsons, 
Some 


later known as 
vears ago, the Knabe 
family sold its interest in the Knabe Bros. 
Company and in the Knabe piano, the good 
will, trade name, ete., to the American Piano 
Company. 


sros. 


After this sale, two grandsons sold 
out their interest in the American Piano Com- 
pany and at some later date started business 
at Cincinnati under the name of Knabe Bros. 
Company, and offered their piano as Knabe 
Bros. piano, made by the Knabe family, and 


so on. The American Piano Company at once 


ALL-WELDED 


TANK WAGONS 


Our own non-leakable seams absolutely prevents mixing 
of fluids between compartments. 
The handsomest and most durable oil delivery wagon 
on the market, Auto trucks mounted. 
Write for booklet showing detail construction and vari- 
by 


ous gears, "TANKS FOR THE WORLD.” 


COLUMBIAN STEEL TANK CO. 


Desk B KANSAS CITY, MO. 


ONLY ONE SEAM 


PLAIN OR GALVANIZED 


55 Gallons Capacity 


Guaranteed for three years under ordinary 


usage because they are the strongest and most 


durable steel barrels made, and are thoroughly 


and properly galvanized. 


Specification No. 5. 


service. 


Barrel easy to handle and inspect. 


Capacity 150,000 per annum 


We guarantee these barrels to comply with I. C. C. container specification No. 5. They are 
marked and dated as called for in I. C. C. rules and regulations. 


Each barrel carefully tested and inspected before shipment is made as called for in I. C. C. 


Will drain entire contents and will withstand severest 
MADE TO LAST FOR VYVEARS 


Pressed Steel ‘Tank Company 


MILWAUKEE, WIS. 


Write for Catalog “C” 
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started suit to restrain them from using the 
name “Knabe.” 


It was very bitterly fought and has been 
in the courts for a number of years. The 
court has just issued an injunction restrain- 
ing the two grandsons of Wm. Knabe_ the 
first from “using the word Knabe” as the 
name or designating title of any piano” or 
placing upon the piano the words “Knabe 
Bros.” or “Knabe Bros. Company,” unless 
they are immediately followed in type as large 
and as prominent by the inscription, “This 
piano is not a Knabe, but is made under the 
supervision of E. J. and William Knabe the 
third, grandsons of the original William Knabe 
the first.” In other words, the Knabes can 
say that they make a piano and they can call 
it the “Acme,” the “Eureka” or anything else 
they want to except “Knabe,” and because they 
have the same names they must state that it 
is not a “Knabe”’; the court holding that the 
word “Knabe,” in the public’s mind, means 
a certain specific kind of a piano of the man- 
ufacture of the \merican Piano Company. 
the trade- 
mark law by any means but it goes to little 


This is not a new principle i 


more than the usual extreme. 

A recent case decided on the same lines in 
the oil business was that won by the A. W. 
Harris Oil Company of Providence, R. L., for 
the exclusive use of the name “Harris” as de- 
scribing oils. 


The St. Joseph Oil Company has erected an 
automobile filling station at Fourth and Dun- 
can streets, Kansas City, Mo. 
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TRY OUT OIL FILM AS 
FOG PREVENTATIVE 


Experiments being carried on by the city of 
Lyon, France, in an effort to prevent the fogs 
which cover that city and interfere with the 
shipping during the winter season, have con 
vinced the committee in charge that the 
troublesome fogs can be greatly lessened, if not 
entirely obviated, by pouring oil on the sur 
faces of the Rhone and Saone, the two 
navigable rivers which enter the city, some 
distance above the city limits, so that the thin 
oi! film covering the water will prevent the 
rise of the vapors which are the direct cause 
of the fogs. 


\t the present time experiments are being 
made to determine the kind of oil best suited 
to the work. As the best oil for this pur- 
pose should spread easily and rapidly over 
the surface of the water and at the same 
time hold together in a solid film, two qualities 
greatly opposed to each other, some difficulty 
is being experienced in finding the exact oil 
suited to the situation. The men in charge 


helieve a vegetable or animal oil will be 
found most preferable, although a mineral oil 


would undoubtedly be much cheaper. 


The Standard Oil Company has placed a dis- 
tributing station at Alexander, North Dakota. 


High Grade Hydrometers for Casing Head Gasoline 
Range 70 to 110° Beaume—Combined With Thermometer 
Send for Bulletin No. 2 B—‘“ Instruments for Oil Refiners” 


CARBONDALE INSTRUMENT CO., CARBONDALE, PA. 


ANALYSE AND TES 


LUBRICATING AND ILLUMINATING OILS 


FOR PRICES AND REFERENCES PLEASE WRITE 


THE INDIANA LABORATORIES 60, 


HAMMOND 


KEROSENE 


GASOLINE 


THEKANSAS OIL 


COFFEYVILLE 


FUEL OIL 


— 


KANSAS 


GAS OIL 


38°-40° Gravity 


Loading 


Claremore 


racks located at 


INOLA 


The Oil Field without a Premium 


for Independent Refiners 


We will charge the daily market price of Oklahoma Crude plus a reasonable 
charge for piping and loading, Refiners to furnish their own tank cars. 
the Iron Mountain Railroad. 


Inola on 


SAMPLES SHIPPED ON REQUEST 


Inola Pipe Line Company 


Light Green Crude 


Oklahoma 
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Lack of System Wrecked This Oil Jobber’s Business 


Veteran Marketer Gives the Secret for 
His First Failure and His Later Success 


i il pte fail and % hy some suc- 
ceed—that is the general subject of a series 
f articles of which the following is the first. 

Lach article will be the true story of some 
oil man’s experience as told by himself. Each 


article will give intimate and what im some 


cases mught be embarrassing details if the 
man's identity became known—hence the real 
name in most of these articles will not be 


given and curcumstances will he changed 


sufficiently to protect the men telling them 


One bright sun-shiny morning, back in the 
fall of 1884, two men stood talking just out- 


side the door of a little shop in Cleveland, 


Qhio. Inside the son of one of the men was 
busy at his lathe \s he worked stray bits of 
the conversation reached him All uncon- 


sciously, he listened. Little realized he that 
it was his introduction to his life work in the 
oil business 

The other man who stood talking at the 
door of his shop was the manager of one of 
the first lubricating oi] and grease plants estab- 
lished in Cleveland. Needing some lumber, he 
had that morning sought out the father of the 
young man, whom we will call Gardner. The 
deal completed, he stood talking of his busi- 
ness, Of which he was considerably proud. In- 
side the door of the shop, as he talked, young 
Gardner was taking it all in 

\ few weeks later, Gardner went to Youngs- 
town for a visit. By trade a molder, but not 
entirely satisfied with his work, he was look- 
ing around for something else to do. The 


OYL-RYT MEASURES 


Wagon Buckets are Accurate, 
Durable, Convenient, Shapely. 
You Need Them. Ask Us. 


Wilson’s Tin Pumps, Tanks, 

Funnels, Bungs, Spouts, and 

Waste Cans are just as good 
in their way 


F. CORTEZ WILSON & CO. 


323 W. Lake St., CHICAGO Estab. 1869 


The aim of this series is to help in busi- a tendency for trying out new methods, the 
ness methods generally among oil men and new business, at that time still very much 
quite probably many will find in these per- undeveloped, appealed strongly to him. se- 
sonal experiences some similar to their own fore long he knew as much about lubricating 

The following article is not of the high- oils as most of the men connected with the 
brow-ninety-horsepower, $100-a-day-cfiiciency- plant. With one of his fellow workmen, a 


engineer type—but just a plain little story of Scotchman with years of experience in the 
the turning points in nearly thirty years in business, he became very friendly. Inside of 
oul, to bring home the point that big sales at 4 year there came to Gardner the idea that he 
good prices do not by any means spell real might as well be working for himself. He 
profit on the business. took counsel with his friend, whom he learned 

had been nourishing the same idea for a long 
conversation he had overheard came back to time. Neither of them possessed any capital 
him, and on the spur of the moment he sat — jut they were willing to take chances. Wages 
down and wrote the manager a letter asking ere small, very small, in those days, and 
tor work. About a week later came a reply, ready money was exceedingly scarce. But be- 
telling him to call at the plant on his returr tween the two of them they got together $15, 
to Cleveland. Within a few days he was at 
work 


threw up their jobs, and established their 
partnership in an old barn. 
Naturally of a mechanical turn of mind, with Naturally, on their muniticent capital, they 
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were forced to do business in a very, very 
small way. Real money became scarcer than 
ever before. So, when the Arkansas Valley 
Oil & Land Company was formed at Florence, 
Colo., and one of the organizers, who was ac- 
quainted with the elder partner, sent for him 
with an offer of $150 a month to come out 
there and run their new plant, the Scotchman 
jumped at the chance. The little business had 
erown, but he was willing to sell in the face 
of the bigger chance, so he disposed of his 
half interest in the firm to Gardner for $20. 


TAKES ON GARDNER. 


That was just the beginning of the mix-up. 
Most of the equipment for the new Colorado 
plant was being constructed in Cleveland and 
the former partner spent three months there 
overseeing the work. When the work was 
completed and he was ready to. start for 
Colorado, he sent ahead for his salary for the 
three months, but failed to get it. His con- 
tract with the Colorado company read that his 
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pay was to commence when he came. to 
Colorado, and although he had spent three 
months working for them in Cleveland, they 
refused to pay his salary for that time. Dis- 
gusted, he told them to get somebody else. 

They got somebody else. The man was 
Gardner. When the former partner's resig- 
nation reached Colorado, they sent back word 
for Gardner to come out as soon as possible, 
and with visions of that $150 a month before 
him, he lost no time in going. The $35. busi- 
ness was abandoned on the spot. 

Three years and a half he spent in- Colorado, 
first under the original company, and when 
it was merged with the Colorado Oil Com- 
pany, into the United Oil Company, into which 
Senator Hill had put 20,000 acres of leases, 
Gardner stayed on. He married, and life 
looked exceedingly bright to him. All the 
time he was gaining experience in the oil busi- 
ness, but in the practical end. 

Meanwhile changes were taking place almost 
daily in Ohio oil circles. Old companies were 


going out of business or selling out to newly 
organized companies. Came then the day 
when Gardner received an offer to return to 
Ohio to take charge of an oil refinery in the 
Ohio field. With all his old friends there in 
addition to his family, he lost no time in ac- 
cepting the offer, and the fall of 1888 found 
him back in his old home state again. 

But always within stirred the longing for 
his own business, which the short experience 
in the little barn before he went to Colorado 
only made stronger. So when, a year later, 
two other oil men broached the plan to go into 
business for themselves, Gardner listened 
eagerly. He was the only one who possessed 
any ready money. One of the other men had 
nothing but experience and a ready tongue. 
The third man had money but it was tied up, 
but it was planned to get it out as soon as 
possible and use it to build up the new com- 
pany. So, on Gardner’s money, the new com- 
pany was established. 

All three were practical oil men, with a 
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knowledge of the lubricating oi! 


thorough 


business from the manufacturing standpoint. 


They had a splendid location, raw material 


cheap, they could sell everything they 

de, and the entire outlook was golden. But 
ley Jacked one very essential thing, absolutely 
necessary to the success of any business, no 
matter in what line of trade, a man with a good 
uisiness head, if you get down to plain terms. 
Some concerns call them offce managers, of 
sales managers, or general managers, but what 
they mean is a man with a business instinct 
Each of the three men forming the new com- 
business from the 


pany knew the oil manu- 


facturing end, but not one of then: possessed 
the faculty of being able to look after the 
details of getting the manufactured products 
into the hands of the consumer and getting thx 
money for it back into their hands. 
But one of the men had a cousin whom he 
claimed was just the man to plug up that 
hole. Ile was the partner without any money 
invested, but because he was one of the firm 


they took his word and sent for the cousim. 
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Then the others devoted all their time and 
energy to getting out products which would 
lind a ready sale. 

They were ready to take chances, and they 
realized the opportunity of getting hold of 
something which the other fellow does not 
possess and which the buyer wants. And with 
their knowledge of the game, they were able to 
get up what their trade wanted and the sales 
grew by leaps and bounds. 

The $2,000 which Gardner had saved while 
in Colorado, and which had gone into the new 
company, was all the money they had, for the 
second partner failed to get any of his money 
out of the concern for which he had previously 
worked. But the volume of business grew, so 
it seemed as though no more money would 
be needed 

Then, one morning, out of mere curiosity, 
Gardner happened to ask the office manager 
When he was told that 
the statement was not made up he did not 


how the books stood 


pay much attention to it. But when several 


days later he asked the same question and got 


Cleveland, O. 
a similar reply, he began to wonder. For a 
couple of months this went on until finally onc 
day the office manager balanced the books and 
showed them where the company stood. 
TOO MUCH CREDIT. 

It was not a pleasant situation. Along with 
most of the oil companies operating at that 
time, they had granted credit promiscuously 
and under almost any kind of terms. Men 
thought then that the way to conduct a_ busi- 
ness was to get the goods out of the factory 
into the hands of the trade and the rest 
would take care of itself, and this company had 
been no exception to that rule. But in addi- 
tion to that there had been practically no 
attempt made to make any collections on the 
accounts due. All the operating expenses had 
been paid out of Gardner's $2,000. 

There was a meeting of the firm that after- 
noon. The remnant of the $2,000 had been 
used up months before, and the statement 
showed a list of liabilities far overshadowing 
the firm’s assets. with hardly a cent in the 
bank to meet them. And it was all Gard- 
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ner’s money that had disappeared. None ot 
the others had any money invested. 

When the company had been incorporated, 
and stock issued, it was given at par value 
of $100 per share, and for the money invested 
by Gardner in the company there was _ re- 
turned to him shares of stock at that valuation. 
The other members of the firm received stock 
in return for their services. 
the majority of the stock. 

At the meeting of the partners when the 


But Gardner held 


financial condition of the firm came to light— 
up to that time the books had been at least 
three months behind—the assets of the firm 
showed the stock to be worth but $7.00 a 
share, and that a very doubtful valuation. 

Let us remember that Gardner had invested 
all the money the firm had ever had to work 
with. The plans for the second member of 
the firm to obtain other capital which he had 
invested in another plant to be reinvested had 
As for the third member, 
in addition to never having invested a cent, he 


never materialized. 


had placed his cousin in the office as an ex- 
pert office manager, and the cousin had gone 
little he 
known about managing an office. 


ahead ever 
Mi 


they had both overdrawn their salaries. 


and showed how 


Then Gardner proposed that he would take 
over the company and try to put it back in 
running order; the third partner and his cousin 
objected. During the year that the tirm had 
been operating, this partner and his wife had 
In all that time 
they had paid him not a cent for rent. So, 


roomed at Gardner’s home. 


when it appeared that they were going to 


contest his proposition to take over the rem- 
nants of the company, Gardner simply put‘ in 


a bill against them for the vear’s board. The 
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suit which they had threatened, to retain an 
interest in the company—which they had never 
owned—failed to materialize. 


} 


Then Gardner set about to see where he 


was at. Collecting what accounts he could, 
and paying as many of the bills against the 


firm as possible, he finally found himself in 


possession of the firm name and bills payable 
aggregating $1,600. But he also had the com- 
pany’s processes for the manufacture of the 
products which had found such a ready sale 
during the year they had been in operation. 

Perhaps at any other time he could have 
pulled through without too much difficulty. 


STENCILS—BRASS LABELS 
STEEL STAMPS & EMBOSSING DIES 
FOR STEEL BARREL HEADS 


The Dickey-Grabler Co. 


We BUY and SELL 


| 
| OILS AND NAVAL STORES 


Agents for Refiners and Supplymen 
Sell Jobbers Only 


H. BARBER AGENCY 
1501 Hamline Ave. S.E. MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 


The CHANUTE REFINING CO., cHAnvtz, Kas. 


REFINERS OF OKLAHOMA PETROLEUM 


Gasoline, 


Kerosene, Gas Oil and Fuel Oil 


Send for Samples and Prices 


Lester Clay 
High Grade FULLERS EARTH 


General Sales Office: JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 


Miners and Manufacturers finest quality all grades 
Fullers Earth 


Address all Communications to our Jacksonville, Fla., Office 


Mines and Plant, Attapulgus, Ga. 


V. M. & P. Naphtha 
48° Water White 150 


Spindle Oils 


Gasoline 88° gravity to 60° gravity 


49° Water White 150 Fire Test 


Viscous and Non-Viscous Neutrals 


Independent Refining Co., Ltd. 


Oil City, Pa. 


Refiners of Pennsylvania Crude 


MAKING A SPECIALTY OF QUALITIES 


We guarantee our oils to be absolutely uniform and fully 
up to the tests we claim 


Road Oil 
Fuel Oil 
Filtered Auto Cylinder Oils 
Steam Refined Cylinder Oils 
Filtered Cylinder Oils 

Light Yellow Scale Wax 


Fire Test 


Ask us for samples and quotations 


= 27 
a 
nil 
ith 
vat 
en 
Sl- 
2 
y | | | 
est | 
| 
the | 
vad 
| 
er- 
ent 
the 
: 
a 
| 


sut the smash-up came just at a time when it 
was almost impossible to get your hands on 
ready money. The financial stringency which 
resulted in the panic of 1893 was just com 
mencing to show itself. Companies in first- 
class financial condition found it impossible 
to get credit 
to obtain money whose plant was in the hands 
of ereditors and who had nothing to back him 


except a knowledge of lubricating oil and 


So what chance did a man have 


greases? While some ot his processes were 
worth real money to him, they were not sub- 
jects for borrowing money on, particularly at 
such a time 

After days and weeks spent in trying to 
secure enough funds to at least clear up the 
debts hanging over his head, Gardner found 
himself worse off than before he had ever 
started in the oil game. Then he had had 
nothing, now he had even less than that, for 
he was in debt to the tune of $1,600. How- 
ever he did have three things to help him 
along, health, a knowledge of the manufactur- 
ing end of the oil business that no financial 
difficulties could take away from him, and a 
wife and family to work for 

Still things looked pretty black. 

What he did in this time of tribulation, and 
how through more troubles which are the lot 
of almost every business man, he won back 
to success again, will be told in the next in- 
stallment, to appear in the next month’s issue 
of THE NEWS. 


The Mutual Oil Company. Kansas City, Mo., 
has been granted a license to operate in 
Missouri. Of the company’s capital stock of 
$250,000, the application for the license stated 
$50,000 would be used in Missouri. 
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WILL USE CRUDE OIL 
TO FIGHT MOSQUITOS 

The health department of Biloxi, Miss., has 
declared war upon the mosquito, upon which 
active insect it places the blame for practically 
all the malaria which is more or less prevalent 
in that town. 

The ammunition to be used is petroleum, just 
crude petroleum, which will be spread upon 
the marshes and low ground near the town, 
the breeding spots for the mosquito. Similar 
action at Panama, carried on by the United 
States engineers in charge of sanitary con- 
ditions in the canal zone, has_ received 
world wide recognition for its efficiency in 
fever prevention, and the Biloxi health de- 
partment believes with a comparatively small 
amount of crude petroleum, it can rid itself 
of the mischievous mosquito, thereby adding 
much to the comfort of its citizens as well as 
to the healthfulness of the community. 


Fire originating in the grease room of the 
Valvoline Oil Company, Edgewater, N. J., 
February 1, destroyed the case factory, barrel 


Cleveland, O. 


plant, and part of one loading pier, together 
with several thousand barrels and cases of 
oil on the pier ready for shipment. The fact 
that the tide was out prevented the spread 
of the flames to two other loading piers and 
a much heavier loss. Several firemen were 
injured when the walls separating the differ- 
ent departments of the plant collapsed and 
showered them with bricks. 
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| Sales Managers Use Little 


| 
- Care in Selecting Their Men 
{ 
j By R. O. Bone, Bill Jones that we could not stand for any 
| Specialist in Oil Salesmanship. more cutting of prices, or stuffing of expense 


WOULD like accounts, or jumping 200 miles off the terri- 
to make the tory to get home, ete. 
acquaintance After a good many vears of steady plugging 

of aman who says | came into the realization of this dream, only 
that a sales man- to be disillusioned about the easy money in 
ager has a snap. connection with the sales manager’s position, 
Ninety per cent of | the same as | had been disillusioned about the 
the ambitious sales- glorious vocation of the 
men on the road wagon. 

look with envious ° 


driver of a milk 


The sales manager's position in a corpora- 
eves on the posi- tion is the bumping block of all criticism. Any 
tion of the sales business depends on the marketing of its goods 
manager, and say for a profit. Any business demands efficiency 
to themselves, “I in the sales department; in other words, the 
would like to have sales department is the main spoke in the 


it. Pretty soft.eh?” wheel of progress, and unless this spoke is 

The writer remembers that when he had not = made of the right material it will not stand 
passed the age of ten, he looked forward with the strain. 

a great deal of longing to when he might There are very 


“QUALITY” 


few classes of business men 


realize his ambition of being the driver of a in the country nowadays but what are or- and 
no milk wagon. It seemed to me that to sit on ganized. Is there any organization of sales ‘“ ” 
"a a high seat and drive fast around a corner managers? Has there ever been any oppor- MOORE 
was all that any one could wish for. tunity offered for meeting where ideas could 
After starting on the road at the age of be exchanged in an effort to promote the 
sixteen, my ambition was aimed at the sales — efficiency of this line of work? The average are synonym ous 
ianager’s position. It seemed to me that this sales manager gives one the impression that terms in the Grease 
carried with it a lot of easy coin; that all a he is related to some political emissary whose 
sales manager was called on to do was to ring chief stock in trade is his ability to hold his 
4 


world. 
for the stenographer, and tell John Smith or tongue. Still we go merrily on, making the 


Thirty years of 


painstaking exper- 
OFL 


ience, wide-awake 


We Manufacture All Grades 


‘ ome methods up-to-date 
Railroad Specification, Cold Test, Light Gravity 


who KNOW and 

CARE make them 
so. 
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same mistakes, and trying to build up an 
fherent sales force 


irre 
sponsible applicants, who, in the majority of 


out of a lot of 


ases, would not make line of 
work and are only attracted to the traveling 
sition they the 
that all a traveling 
lobby of 


gar, “fill a date” 


good in any 


from ob- 


man has to do 


because vet idea 
servation 

to sit in the a hotel, smoke a big 
and send in a 
stuffed expense account the next day. 


| contend that 


that evening, 


a traveling position attracts 
a greater number of irresponsible men than 


iny other in connection with the business in- 


stitution. lor some reason or other the aver- 


age man gets the idea that a road job is a 


soft snap. I don’t believe any sales manager 


with experience will dispute this 


MUST WEED OUT. 


Knowing this to be true then, it behooves 


us to guard against being imposed upon, and 


to adopt systems, rigid systems, that will en- 
able us to 


carry out a successful weeding- 


uit process before we permit men to go into 


the service of the company we represent, and 
| contend that this system of examination can- 
not be too rigid. We should try to select men 
whom we think have the necessary require- 


ments. If aman wants to build a good home, 
he would not select poor materials to put in 
the foundation. If we anticipate any success 
in building up a good sales force we should 


not select men who have not a_ sufficient 


amount of energy, intelligence and honor with 
foundation 


which to lav a 


Still, how 


for salesmanship. 


many sales managers have stopped 


co consider the number of necessary qualifica- 


tions that go to make up a good salesman? 


It is something well worth thinking about 
| differ with some authorities on the ques- 


tion of salesmen being born 1 can offer a 


this gram- 
Men 


sense it 


reasonable argument as to why 


matica! phrase is incorrectly used 


born the 


are 


with necessary common re- 


quires to make a good salesman, and with 


part of the qualifications that are required in 
business life, but to 


every day successful 


that 


say 


salesmen are born is, in my opinion, in- 


correci 
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In this series of letters I will endeavor to 


specify and analyze a few of the qualitica- 
tions that are necessary in the make-up of a 
successful salesman, such as 

Resourcefulness; 

Faculty of Expression; 

Energy; 

Honesty; 

Willingness to comply 
from the House; 

Initiative; 

Originality; 

Loyalty; 

Sobriety; 

Integrity; 

Good Health and Morals; 

Good Business Judgment; 

Enthusiasm; 

Back-Bone; 

Personal Appearance; also neat appear- 
ing Sample Case; 

Extension of Courtesy to Competition; 

Upholding prices; 

Record as a man of stability; 

Willingness to put in eight days a week 
if necessary; and last, but not least, 

A thorough knowledge of the lines they 
are handling. 


with instructions 


In the next issue of the NATIONAL 
PETROLEUM NEWS, | will endeavor to 
point out to the sales managers in the oil busi- 


ness how important it is that a man has some 
or all of these qualifications in order to be 


good salesman. [very one of 


classed as a 


these faculties represents so many points of 


merit and men are judged according to points, 


because their worth is measured by the profit 


they make the company. Their salary is based 


on the proht they mak« There is no other 


system that can be used. If they don’t havi 


every one of these faculties, the loss of 


naturally brings down the percentage of some 


other faculty that they have been credited 


with, and unless the scales are weighted down 


on the right side, their account on the ledger 


shows a balance on the wrong side 


The request of London representatives of 


Cleveland, O. 
the oil trade that Purfleet, 16 miles from 
London, be substituted for Thames Haven, 32 
troleum cargoes, in order to reduce the charges 


miles away, as the unloading point for 


pe- 
involved, was denied on the ground that the 
presence of petroleum laden vessels in the 
narrow and already crowded parts of the 


Thames River would be dangerous to the other 
shipping. 
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Automobile Greases—W hat | 
Tests Show They Contain 


By W. Jones. 


Analytical and Consulting Chemist, 
Broadway, New York. 


1600 


(Read before the Society of Automobile Engi- 


neers, December 19, 1913.) 


In selecting a grease for use in the auto- 
mobile, one that is the best suited to the pur- 
pose, it would seem that the automobile engi- 
neer has very little to guide him, except the 
maker’s advertisement, which, of course, is no 
criterion of value, as naturally each maker 
will claim his own as the only grease fit to 
use. This being the case, it will perhaps be 
interesting to look at some of the greases that 
are on the market with a view of determining 
their relative value as lubricants. 

All of the many greases now offered to the 
automobile engineer and which have come 
under the writer’s observation, can be placed 
in about three main groups, the proportions 
of the ingredients together 
with the quality and density of the oils used. 

We tind 
oils, vaseline and resin oil, the latter being the 
most 


various varying 


these greases to contain mineral 


generally used and contains more or 
with car- 
honate of soda, lime, graphite, both natural 
and artificial, and chips. \ll 


composed of 


less resin. These are combined 


wood these 


greases, except those straight 


vaseline and graphite, contain more or less 


water. The vaseline greases melt at rather 


low temperatures, while those composed of 
heavy resin oils and lime may require a 
To 


temperature of over 200 degrees F. 


some idea of the different makes of greases 


or the market I submit the following values 
for thirteen greases | have examined. 
No. 1 is a rather stiff grease, which, how- 


ever, melts at 107 degrees I. This is about 


the melting point of vaseline. This grease con- 
tains 0.75 per cent of carbonate of soda. 

No. 2 is a very much softer grease and con- 
tains 0.72 per cent of carbonate of soda, but 
only partly melts at 200 degrees I. 

No. 3 is a mixture of vaseline and natural 
graphite. It melts at 108 
contains only 0.42 degrees of ash which comes 


degrees and 


from the graphite. 


Gasoline Producers 


Ship your high gravities in safety by using 


Bright’s Self-Packing Bung for 
Steel Barrels 


By its use the contents of a barrel 
can be drawn off without waste, by 
unscrewing small plug and inserting 
in the center of the large plug a piece 
of 34-in. pipe with a valve at one end. 

The pipe, when screwed in, auto- 


matically opens the inner valve and 
the flow is controlled by the 5,-inch 


valve in the pipe. 

Patent Pending. Made in 

three sizes—1’’, 1!2"’, 2” 
Write for Prices to 


JOHN BRIGHT, Warren, Pa. 


ol 


No. 4 is 


graphite and also contains about 25 per cent 


a similar mixture of vaseline and 


of wood chips. This I am informed is put im 
to prevent the noise caused by loosely fitting 


Qf course this has no lubricating value 


gears 
The best that can be said for it in this re 
spect is that it will prevent the flowing of 


the grease at temperatures above its melting 


Reduce the Temperature of 
Your Tanks and Tank Cars 


BY USING 
White or Slate Color 
Tank and Structural Paints 


No. 59 Structural White 


is cheaper, whiter and more 
durable than white lead 


If Slate Color is preferred, specify 


No. 18 Dark Slate or 
No. 1837 Light Slate 


Free samples for practical test 
sent on application 


EAGLE PAINT & VARNISH CO 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 


STILLS, AGITATORS, CONDENSERS, OIL REFINERIES COMPLETE 


PROMPT SHIPMENTS 


ERECTED ANY WHERE 


SEND US YOUR INQUIRIES 


The Warren City Tank & Boiler Company 


WARREN, - 


OHIO 
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is low. The ash in this grease 
0.25 per cent 
5 is a grease that only partially melts 
at 200 degrees F. and has an ash of 2.40 per 
cent, which is lime 
6 is a grease containing artificial graph- 
It has a melting point of 200 degrees F. 
nd contains ash 1.95 per cent, which is lime. 
what is called a non-fluid oil. It 
170 degrees IF. and has an ash of 


-h is a mixture of lime and 


No. 8 has a 


and contains 1.50 per cent 


melting point of 190 degrees I. 
of lime as ash 

9 has a melting point of 190 degrees I 
the same as No. 8, but only contains about one- 
half the amount of lime, 0.95 per cent. 

No. 10 is another non-fluid oil, which melts 
above 200 degrees I’. and has an ash of 3.00 
per cent, which is a mixture of lime and car- 
bonate of soda 

No. 11 melts at 125 degrees F. and has an 
ash of 0.85 per cent. 

No. 12 is a semi-fluid black oil, at ordinary 
temperatures. This is an unmixed mineral oil, 
and has no ash 

No. 13 is the stiffest grease of the lot. It 
melts at 225 degrees F. and has an ash of 
6.95 per cent, all lime. This grease is mad 
from a heavy resin oil and contains a large 


mount of resin 
WHAT IS PREFERRED. 


In considering the above we tind we have 
to deal with mineral oi] and vaseline, resin 
oil, resin, carbonate of soda and lime. Both 
the mineral oil and resin oil are good lubri- 
cants, but I think you will agree that resin, 
carbonate of soda and lime do not have much 
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value in this line. Therefore it would seem 
advisable to select a grease with as little of 
these ingredients as possible. If we want a 
heavy grease, one made of resin oil and lime, 
we should select one made from a good qual- 
ity oil, containing little or no resin and a low 
lime percentage 

On the other hand, if we can use a grease 
of low melting point, the mixture of vaseline 
and graphite should give good results. Here 
the amount of graphite may be increased so as 
to prevent the too easy flowing of the grease 
at temperatures above its melting point. Either 
natural or artificial graphite may be used, but 
in either case I think you would get better 
results from the mixture with vaseline, than 
from the mixture with lime thickened resin 
oil. 

In arranging a standard for automobile 
grease, it would be first necessary to determine 
the temperature at which the grease was to be 
used, and then to make the proper mechanical 
test on different compounds to determine which 
one gives the best results. This, so far as the 
writer knows, has never been done. We could 
then arrange a formula for greases to be used 
at different temperatures that would give the 
least friction and heating 

The following questions have been sug- 
gested, to which we will make the following 
answerfts: 

“Is there soap in any of the greases ex- 
amined ?” 

Owing to the rather short notice we were 
given in which to make these tests, we have 
not had time to examine these particular 
samples for soap, but in previous samples have 
usually found a lime soap 


Cleveland, Ohio, 


“What is its effect on steel?” 

There would be little or no effect on steel 
by the soap, but the water usually carried by 
the soap might have a corrosive action on 
steel. 

“What would be the effect on steel parts 
of lime, carbonate of soda, resin?” 

Under the conditions represented, 
should be no effect on steel parts. 

“Why are these substances employed?” 


there 


No. 225 OIL SAMPLE CASE 


Size, when closed, 15” x 5’’ x 8” 

Covered with Black Seal Grain Cowhide; lined 
with silk plush; has rounded nickel plated corners, 
lock and catches. 

Contains twenty-eight 2 oz. oil sample bottles, 
and five % oz. dome-shaped, polished nickel top 
grease jars. Has sundry space—12"”x74"x2\%". 

Net Price Complete, $5.00 
Ask for our catalog, showing complete line of sam- 
ple cases, especially made for the paint, oil, and 
varnish trade. 


The Cleveland Leather Goods Co. 


118 Noble Court, CLEVELAND, OHIO, U.S.A. 


- 


out. 


stand hard usage and guaranteed 


The “Hercules” Welded Metal Barrel 


The Barrels are welded through- 


They comply with I. C.C. 


Specifications No.5. Are built to 


Prices Right 


The New Pivoted Bung will save you money because it does not leak, closes oil tight by 
pressure applied with an 8-inch wrench, seats true on Lead Gasket, which cannot be injured, as 
the Compression Plate does not turn with Plug. 


METAL BARREL COMPANY 


GALESBURG, ILLINOIS 


SS 
SW 


Patent Applied For 


5 370 per cent, Which is 
carbonate of soda 
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The lime and soda are used to form a grease 
from an oil. The resin is probably an im- 
purity in the resin oil used and not put in 
intentionally. 

“What is distinction between resin oil and 
esin?”” 

Resin, as here meant, is common resin, a 
solid substance, sticky and having no lubricat- 
ing value. Resin oil is obtained by the dis- 
tillation of resin and may contain more or 
less resin. 

“Will either decompose and form organic 
acid or other substances injurious to metals?” 

Resin is a salt of an organic acid which 
may be decomposed by an alkali to form a 
soap, but would not spontaneously decompose 
to form as acid. Resin oil might under some 
conditions form an acid = substance, which 
would act on steel, but not likely to as here 
used. However, it might be interesting to test 

resin grease after it has been used for 
some time to determine what change, if any, 
has occurred. 

“Is vaseline a pure mineral oil?” 

Vaseline is made trom petroleum and may 
be considered as pure mineral grease. 

“Is it a definite substance with constant 
melting point?” 

The probability is it is not a definite sub- 
stance, but a mixture. The melting tempera- 
ture may vary within rather narrow limits. 

“Did you find any.trace of acids?” 

We did not look for acids, as none would 
be likely to be present in the free state in 
the presence of an alkali such as lime or soda. 
In pure mineral oil we frequently find a smal! 
amount of sulphuric acid, or where saponi- 
fiable fats are mixed with it we may find an 
organic acid, such as oleic acid. Either would 
effect steel to a small extent. 

“What does the ash residue signify?” 

The ash residue in the case of graphite 
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would indicate its purity and in a_ general 
way its lubricating value. In the oil greases 
it is the amount of lime or soda used for the 
purpose of solidification and it may be pre- 
sumed that the more ash contained, the poorer 
the lubrication. 

“Have any samples tested been found to 
contain sticky products? Any tarry products?” 

The only sticky substance found is resin, 
which will be more or less contained in all 
resin oil compounds. The nature of resin re- 
quires no comments. There were no tarry 
products found. 


The Producers and Refiners Pipe Line Com- 
pany, which owns the crude oil line from the 
Southern Pennsylvania and West Virginia 
fields to Oil City and Titusville, and which 
supplies the Independent refiners at those 
points with crude, has been incorporated in 
the state of Pennsylvania as a pipe line com- 
pany. The reason for the incorporation at 
this time is that the partnership agreement 
under which the company has been operating 
for the last twenty years has expired. The 
company’s lines form a part of the Pure Oil 
Company’s system. 


The Superior Oil Pump is the Blackmer 


APACITIES from 12 to 500 gallons per minute with a suction lift of 10 to 20’ and will 
work against a pressure of 40 to 100 Ibs. 
them easy to operate, with nothing to get out of order, as there are but few parts. 

Built in single, double and triple units. Give it a 30-day trial and be convinced. 


The Blackmer Rotary Pump Power & Mfg. Co. 


PETOSKEY, MICH. 


Never have to be primed and you will find 


‘“The House of Quality” 


Increase Your Business 


by handling goods of uniform, high quality. 
We offer to the Jobbing Trade 


THE BEST IN 


Oil Soaps, Liquid Soaps, Cutting Com- 
pounds,Solub eOils,BeltDressings, Etc 


The Phoenix Oil Co., Cleveland, Ohio 


High Grade Oil Refining Company 


OF NEW YORK 
“Producers Refining Their Own Oil”’ 


PRODUCERS AND REFINERS OF 
Pure Pennsylvania Petroleum Products 


68 Broad Street, New York City 


PITTSBURGH OFFICE: 7076 Jenkins Arcade 
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S S several South e well do of the cities. It will rest upon 
‘ ewspapers ae heir hin he fell ing in the country and the poor 
r 2 g il agains man the village who burn coal oil in lamps. 
spe y betore the The inspection fee will be added to the 
Mississ x price oil. The consumers will pay it, 
r ‘ t issue of hile a 100 inspectors do nothing but in- 
Me s ercia \y peal spect al alk politics 
ssage of The inspects not improve the quality 
t gloves as it the offered for sale It will be an 
additional tax on the nsumer and will give 
Phe ess y ple all the time 100 people jobs as loafers who ought 
s , r Legislature meets to be in some gainful pursuit, such as farming 
Nor is the Commercial Appeal fighting 
) ment ta ] < 
: lone hght against the proposed law Right 
vt r spectors These len ; ] 
ong the same lines comes a similar statement 
r every gallon of ¢, m the Parkersburg, Miss.. Herald, holding 
sia up the light of day the Appeal’s statement 
is urged that the cost of the inspection regarding oil inspection laws in general and the 
rest uy the oil trust \s a matter of pending Mississippi law in particular and helps 
. wil not rest upon the oil trust nor upon along the good work with these words 
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Oil Inspection Gets Raps 


From the Press of the South 


Address, E. F. DIETERICHS 


FRICTION, LUBRICATION, FATS and OILS 


By E. F. DIETERICHS, 


Member National Association Stationary Engineers and Life Member 


Franklin Institute, Philadelphia, Pa. 


It's a condensed, practical, thorough and comprehensive study of the subject, giving processes of man - 


ufacture, refining, formulas, tests and uses. 


PRICE $1.25 


1699 East 82nd St., Cleveland, Ohio 


\ 


We talk Quality and deliver it. 


Here are a few of them 
Auto Oils 
Asphalt Oils 
Burning Oils 


Black Oil 


General Offices: 


Operating Five Modern Refineries 


Castor Machine Oils 
Engine Distillate Oils 


Cleveland, O. 


“Tennessee once had a coal oil inspection 
law which smelled as loud as its subject mat- 
ter, of graft and scandal. Its memory is prob- 
ably responsible for an attack on a_ pending 
coal oil inspection bill in the Mississippi Leg 
islature by the Commercial Appeal. The law 
makers at Jackson would do well to read the 


article in the Appeal and vote accordingly.” 


Steel Tanks 


When you buy oil tanks you should get 
them from a company that makes a 
specialty of oil tanks. 

Remember—a boiler shopis not neces- 
sarily a tank shop. Good, high grade 
tanks for oils and gasoline require special 
knowledge and equipment. You can't 
afford to experiment on this line of work. 


Specifications 


All tanks are made from the best grade 
open-hearth soft steel—either black or 
galvanized. Size of rivets and pitch de- 
pend upon capacity. All punching done 
accurately. All sheets rolled, sheared 
and outside edges machine beveled. 
Every tank guaranteed oil tight and 
tested under air pressure. 

When you want tanks or pumps send us 
your specifications. Wecan furnish tanks, 
storage systems, hand or power pumps, 
either measuring or non-measuring. 
We'll make you the right kind of prices 
and everything positively guaranteed. 
Address all communications to 


Wayne Oil Tank & Pump Company 


Ft. Wayne, Ind. 


A sale that loses a customer is a bad sale. 
present trade and gain new trade by selling 


NATIONAL QUALITY OILS 


Fuel Oil 
Gas Oil 


Highest Grade Greases 
Filtered and Steam Refined Cylinder Stocks 


Cup Grease Gear Grease Cutting Compound 


The National Refining Company 


Hold your 


Power Distillate Oils 
Parafttine Wax 
Road Oil 


Cleveland, Ohio 
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ion ASKS MONOPOLY OF would be in position to dig up the parking The Kalamazoo Oil Company, Kalamazoo, 
at- . along the sidewalk in front of any private Mich., has purchased a seventy-five foot lot at 
h- FILLING STATIONS residence, sink a gasoline tank, and install a Traverse City, Mich., upon which it has erected 
ing —_——. filling station, even in defiance of the objec- a two-story fireproof concrete distributing 
. . ions > owne statio ove > ive 8.000-gall ‘ age 
California Man Seeks Franchise in "rs of the property owner. tation: 
aa | 9S \ lg | »e Concerning the sought for franchise, the tanks. The same company has also purchase: 
the ee Los Angeles Tribune says: land for a distributing station at Beulah, 
ic ‘hich is be ready May 1. The 
“It is astounding that any franchise grabbe1 which ead; 
Citizens of Los Angeles, Cal. are up in arms should have the hardihood to go before the we tal 
— ' over the request of Charles M. Green for council applying for the right to appropriate resort Dusmess. 
franchise permitting him to establish, at the any sidewalk in any part of the city to his own ee 
edge of the sidewalk on any street in Los use. If Mr. Green or the Standard Oil Com- Rk. F. Edwards, Logansport, Ind., station 
: \ngeles outside of the city fire limits, gasoline = pany, or any person engaged in the business of | manager for the Moore Oil Company, of Cin- 
illing stations, in return for which he pro- — selling gasoline or oil products, is desirous of — cinnati, has been transferred to Columbus, O r 
poses to pay to the city the sum of 2 per cent — establishing stations throughout the city, let Hugo Linnemann, who has been with the a 
S- of the gross receipts. him buy the property on which his stations are company at Logansport for some time, suc- ' ied 
a With this franchise in his possession Green — to be located. ceeds Edwards there. oe 
4 
a e 
or 
le- 


oa Producers and Refiners of the Famous Cushing Crude 


‘*Deep Rock’’ Products 


ii 68-70° Straight Run Gasoline 47° Double Distilled Kerosene 


| Black Oil—Fuel Oil—Gas Oil 
ny Main Office: 


American Trust Bldg., CHICAGO, ILL. 


Refinery and Works: 
CUSHING, OKLA. 


| CERTAIN very numerous class of oil customers get desperate 


Staving 
Ott the 


Here is.the way these dead-beats work, and prior to the organization 


Deadbeats 


when they can't buy their petroleum supplies on credit—which 
in their cases means FOR NOTHING. They then work every 
means at their command to “stick” somebody somewhere and anywhere. 

What protection has the oil trade against this class of business ? 

Only the Credit & Collection Department of the I. P. M. A. No 
other organization offers the trade any means of knowing who these 
“dead-beats” are. | 

| 


of the I. P. M. A.’s department this case would probably never have 
come to light. 


The American Oil Company, of Jackson, Mich., has an uncollectible 
account against one ex-customer in Michigan dating back to 1909. Yet 
this customer has been selling somebody’s oil ever since. Evidently, 


being cut off by these other people, it went outside of Michigan sales terri- 
tory to get credit, and last summer got a small order placed with the Van 
Tilburg Oil Company at Minneapolis. The customer did not pay this 
account and about the time it was placed with the I. P. M. A. for col- ] 
lection the customer had to go still further away from home to get credit. | 
This time it tackled the Hawkeye Oil Company at Waterloo, lowa. By 
this time the Michigan dead-beat was so desperate for supplies that he 
did not even ask the Hawkeye for prices, but just ordered a lot of stuff 
shipped at once. 

Of course the man was not sold, all 


of the I. P. M. A. 


Now this ex-ex-ex-customer in Michigan is still at large. He prob- 


the companies being members 


ably is still fired with the necessity of getting some oil and that for 
NOTHING. 


You. outside the association and its collection department, have no 


Credit and Collection Dep't 


Independent Petroleum 
in this country within the next week or ten days, as this ex-ex-ex-customer 


Rose Bldg. MUST have the oil to do business | 


: i Do you want to get stung, as you probably will be by this and hun- | 
Cleveland, Ohio dreds of other cases, if you stay out of the I. P. M. A. much longer? 


way of knowing who he is or recognizing his order when it comes in, 
and REMEMBER THIS, that it surely will come in to some oil company \| 
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SELLS DETROIT BARRELS 
THROUGH CENTRAL WEST 


E. W. Sanborn. 


Beginning with the first of the year, the 
Detroit Range Boiler Company, Detroit, Mich., 
has established a branch sales office in Chi- 
cago, to take care of their steel barrel sales 
throughout the Central West. The new office 
is under the charge of E. W. Sanborn, until 
recently assistant general sales manager of the 
United States Radiator Corporation. 

While new to the oil business, Mr. Sanborn’s 
wide experience in the selling field, through 
his former connections, should render him ex- 
ceedingly valuable in his new connection. 

Regarding the new Chicago office, E. W. 
Stoddard, general manager of the Detroit 
Range Boiler Company, says: “We have had 
under consideration for some time the estab- 
lishment of an office in Chicago, where we 
might in a more efficient manner keep in per- 
sonal touch with our customers throughout the 
Central West. Mr. Sanborn is admirably fitted 
for this purpose, being a man of genial per- 
sonality and fine character, and through him 
we hope to give to our friends and customers 
in the oil trade that personal service which is 
so desirable.” 
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John D. Ducks As Taxers 
Seek His Big Fortune 


Declaring that through the presence of John 
1). Rockefeller at his East Cleveland, O., home 
since June, 1913, he has established his rfesi- 
dence in Ohio, the tax commissioners of Cuya- 
hoga county, in which Rockefeller’s “Forest 
Hill” home is situated, have served notice 
upon him to return for taxation in Ohio his 
personal property, mostly in the shape of 
stocks and bonds and estimated at $900,000,000, 
of which one-third is supposed to be stocks 
in the various Standard Oil companies. 

The addition of Rockefeller’s fortune to the 
tax duplicate would practically double the 
amount of property on which taxes are paid 
in Cuyahoga county. 

The commissioners seem to have, in popular 
parlance, “slipped something over” on John 
D. Under the former state law in Ohio legal 
residence in Ohio was governed by residence 
within the state “for the larger part of the 
year preceding the first Monday in April.” 
The new Warnes tax law February 
the deciding month April, and 


makes 


instead of 


Rockefeller’s presence at Forest Hill since 
early last summer, in their belief, makes him 
a resident of Ohio and subject to its tax laws. 

It has been the custom of Rockefeller, who 
holds a residence in New York and pays taxes 
there, to spend his summers at Forest Hill, 
but up to the present time he has never re- 
mained in Ohio long enough at any one time 
to make him a legal resident. The illness of 
Mrs. Rockefeller, on this occasion, is given 
as the reason for his remaining in Ohio 
through the winter. 

However, as soon as the demand was made 
upon him to return his personal property for 
taxation in Ohio, he pulled out for Tarrytown, 
New York, where he now is, while his attor- 
neys are managing the fight to keep him off the 
Ohio tax duplicate. 


The George P. Dixon Company, Providence, 
R. I. has removed its offices and salesrooms 
to 152 Washington street, Providence. 


Addressed to 
Jobbers only 


connect with you. 


and Naphtha. 


Works: 
Clarendon, Pa. 


Our Ad for February 


One doesn’t have to go to night school to know that 
back of the ad there must be quality and service if 
there is permanent growth. 


We are building a business in 


Pet-ro-la-tum 


If you are in the game as jobbers we would like to 
We manufacture, besides petrola- 
tum, a limited quantity of 150 W. W., 66° Gasoline 


Clarendon Refining Company 


Office: 
Warren, Pa. | 


Send for Descriptive Circulars and Prices 


Naughton Weimar 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


The quality of the work, with- 
out regard to the saving of 
labor, would pay for the use of 
our barrel washing machines. 


Address : 


Hoop Drivers and Barrel Washing Machines 
A SPECIALTY 


Westmoreland & Jasper Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Coopershop 
Equipment 


36 
a 
fs, PETROLEUM 
MARKETERS 
ASS 
\ OF THE 
\ 
| 
BARREL WASHING MACHINE } ye 
1% 
) 
\\ S e 
= 


ence, 
Ooms 


February, 1914. 


YOUR WANTS 


Rate for this column 5 cents per word 
an insertion. 


WANTED—Man thoroughly experienced 
in the refining of Pennsylvania crude to take 
charge of large refinery as superintendent. 
Give age, references, salary wanted, etc., in 
reply. Address Refiner, care this paper. 

WANTED~—Refinery expert, intimately 
familiar with details of manufacture of all 
petroleum products, including greases and 
natural gas gasoline, desires position as su- 
perintendent. Address “M. M.,” care the 
National Petroleum News. 


WANTED~—Refinery superintendent, with 
experience in both eastern western 
crudes, desires position as superintendent or 
assistant. Special attention paid to the treat- 
ment of asphalt base crudes. Best of refer- 
ences. Address J. L., care this paper. 


WANTED—Man with eleven years’ ex- 
perience in the oil business from office to 
superintendent, desires to connect with sales 
department of a responsible company, either 
as station manager or on the road. 
ences furnished. 
paper. 


Refer- 
Address J. D., care this 


WANTED.—Three 2,000 gallon second- 
hand tanks or one three-compartment six 
thousand gallon tank. Must be in A-1 con- 
dition. State price and particulars in first 
letter. Address A. C. O., care this paper. 


MORE GAS STATIONS 
IN CLEVELAND, O. 


Big Politician Plans Competition 
to Alleged Standard 


Business 


The Standard Gas Station Company, which 
is selling Standard Oil gasoline and auto- 
mobile lubricants from two filling stations in 
Cleveland, Ohio, is going to have active com- 


American 
Oil Works 


Titusville, Pa. 


Refined Oils 
Gasolines 
Cylinder Stocks 


PennsylvaniaCrude 


used exclusively 


We Solicit Your Trade 
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petition for the auto owner’s trade there in 
the very near future when Charles Salen, 
former Cuyahoga county politician, gets into 
the game with a filling station selling inde- 
pendent motor fuel. 

Within a month Salen expects to have ready 
for operation at West 28th street and Detroit 
avenue, a very desirable location, the first of a 
number of filling stations which he plans to 
erect in Cleveland and vicinity. The other 
stations will follow shortly. 


Salen says frankly that upon his entrance 
into the field, gasoline prices will go down, but 
insists he will be ready to take care of him- 
self regardless of what happens. There seems 
to be considerable feeling on his part against 
the S. O. Company, for Salen claims that he 


37 
first suggested the service station idea in 
Cleveland, and that when he went to the 
Standard Oil Company and attempted to con- 
tract for the necessary gasoline, they put him 
off until the two stations of the Standard Gas 
Station Company, which are nominally oper-| 
ated by individuals, were erected. Wherefore 
Salen cries “Poor faith.” 


Since the advent of the Standard Gas Sta- 
tions in Cleveland the price of gasoline to 
the motorist has dropped from twenty to 
twenty-three cents, depending upon where it 
was purchased, to the filling station price of 
seventeen cents, but Salen is preparing to meet 
lower prices than that when he gets into the 
field. Where he is going to get his gasoline, 
though, no one seems to know. 


* * 


The Art of making steel tanks 
Chapter I 


Why Steel Tank 
is like a potato 


Until he tries it, almost any metal worker is apt to have the 
notion that tank-making is an easy job. 


The simple things are often the most difficult. 
ist which is easier—to paint a glorious landscape, sunset and all 
—or to try to paint a picture of a potato that will look like a po- 
tato, or a shoe that will look like a shoe. 
ci aw that the two or three artists in the U. S. who have mas- 
tered their subject’earn more than most bank Presidents. 

So it is with that simple-looking steel tank—especially an oil 
tank—many try, but extremely few succeed. 

* 


How William Graver, the Dean of the tank-making fraternity 


Ask any art- 


Shoes are so hard to 


* * 


in the U. S., has won fame and fortune by doing this one thing 
exceedingly well would be a story of absorbing interest, for it 
would have the dramatic action of persistent effort in the face 
of tremendous difficulties until, like Pallisy the Potter, he was 
at last the master. 


Tank making is an art. 


Fifty-seven years at it by one family, have made that family 
masters of the art, as we shall show, in future chapters. 


Wnm.Graver lank Works 


East Chicago Ind. 
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Five Cent Rental 


The non-return of steel barrels by its cus- 
tomers is met by the Hawkeye Oil Company 
of Waterloo, Ia.. with a rental charge of 
cents a day after the first twenty days a barrel 
has been out. A. H. Caward, president of the 
Hawkeye, says that they find this 5 cent 
charge very efficient in getting the return of 
barrels. 

Every jobber has trouble with barrels going 
astray and being held—generally through sheer 
carelessness—an undue length of time by the 


on Steel Barrels 


customers. The average jobber either makes no 
charge on the books for the barrel and simply 
writes letters until the customer sees fit to 
return the barrel or else he does make a 
charge of anywhere from $4.00 to $5.00, but 
only a few of them really endeavor to enforce 
collection of that charge. 

The Hawkeye, however, maintains title to 
the barrel at all times and by putting on a 
rental charge, calls it to the attention of the 
customer that he is not entitled to that bar- 
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rel after a reasonable time has elapsed. The 
Hawkeye tinds that it is much easier to make 
a customer appreciate that fact by simply of- 
fering to charge him rental for the package 
than it is when they undertake to charge the 
cost of the barrel against the customer, in 
which last event there is too much danger of 
a competitor saying that they will not charge 
the customer for the barrel and too much 
danger of the customer objecting to the size 
of the charge. 

live cents a day is absurdly small, consider- 
ing the value of the barrel, not only intrinsic- 
ally but in point of its worth to the oil com- 
pany, but it is so small that if a man gets 
stuck for a few days’ rental charge, he does 
not get sore and if he gets the barrel back 
within any reasonable time after the twenty 
days, it is not a crying matter to the oil com- 
pany if it does not collect the 5 cents a day 
charge. The big argument for the nickel 
charge is that it presents the proposition fairly 
and frankly to the customer. 

In practically all circulating libraries there is 
a rental charge on books of anywhere from 
a cent and a half to two cents a day. That 
does not begin to compensate the library for 
the use of that book. The average reader, if 
he was spending the 2 cents for anything else 
in the world, would not think much about it, 
but when he sees 2 cents a day mounting up 
against him just from his own negligence, 
that 2 cents a day looks like $2.00 to him. The 
public libraries of the country report that it 
is just as effective, if not more so, in getting 
hack the books than if they charged the actual 
value of the books or even $5.00 or $10.00 a 
book. 

The Hawkeye Oil Company encloses in all 
its letters to customers who are getting iron 
barrels the following notice printed on a 
separate slip: 


“IMPORTANT NOTICE TO OUR 
CUSTOMERS. 


“\ rental charge of five cents per day will 
be made on each Iron Barrel not returned 
within twenty days of date of shipment. Do 
not let Iron Barrels go into the country to be 
used as storage. 

“The prompt return of Iron Barrels will 
insure you and other customers prompt ship- 
ments. Please do not allow your country 
customers to hold these Barrels unless they are 
willing to pay you the rental which will be 
charged on delayed Barrels. 

“In returning Iron Barrels, put each barrel 
number on the Bill of Lading and send to us. 
Keep the copy for your record. 

“THE HAWKEYE OIL COMPANY.’ 

On the invoce the Hawkeye prints, with a 
rubber stamp, the following: 

“A rental of five cents per day will be in- 
variably charged for Iron Barrels held over 
20 days from date of invoice.” 

In speaking of the system, Mr. Caward 
says: “It assists us very materially in getting 
back our iron barrels. This rental or de- 
murrage charge, I think, should be adopted 
by all the jobbers. When barrels are not re- 
turned within 20 days, they should insist upon 
collecting the demurrage. By so doing they are 
insisting upon the return of the barrel. 

“The beauty of the whole scheme is that 
there can be no misunderstanding in the mind 
of the customer ‘as to who owns the barrel, as 
to who is entitled to it and as to what the 5 
cents a day is for’.” 
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Do you know why experi- 
enced steel barrel users buy 
the “‘Scaife’’ Barrels instead 
of others? 


Ask any one of them; and 
they will tell you that ‘‘ Scaife 
Barrels are the best.”’ 


26 Cortlandt S.,. NEW YORK 


Stronger than any other barrel of 
equal weight. 


Ask some manufacturer of cheap bar- 
rels to quote upon galvanizing them with 
Prime Virgin Spelter (Pure Zinc). He 
will try to tell you his coating is “just as 
good”’; but such is not the case. 


Other so-called “‘galvanized”’ coatings 
are vastly inferior and are used only be- 
cause of their cheapness. 


Even the steel in our Barrels is made 
according to our own specifications. 


Wm. B. Scaife & Sons Co. 


(Founded 1802) 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Refinery: 


Caney, Kans. 


The Kanotex Refining Co. 


Producers and Refiners of Petroleum 


Leases: 


Dewey, Okla. 


JOHN BURROWS, OIL 
JOBBER, PASSES AWAY 


John Burrows, a pioneer oil marketer, passed 
away at his residence, 201 East 4th street, 
Oklahoma City, Okla., Friday, January 16. He 
was active in his business up to a few hours 
of his death. 


Mr. Burrows was a native of Ireland, com- 
ing to this country when a young man. His 
oil career began 35 years ago with the Chess- 
Carley Company, later the Waters-Pierce Oil 
Company, of St. Louis. He immediately gained 
the confidence of the firm and was sent by them 
through the southern states, buying turpentine 


and resin, then to Old Mexico to look after 
the interests of the company there. 

Later, going into business for himself, he 
had the distinction of being the first Inde- 
pendent oil dealer in the state of Oklahoma, 
of which business he made a great success. 

He was a man of strong convictions and 
undaunted courage, boldly and fearlessly ad- 
vocating right, particularly in anti-trust suits 
and agitations in the oil business. His char- 
ities were broad but executed in a most modest 
manner. 

He leaves a wife and daughter, Mrs. James 
T. Riley, of El Reno, Okla. Mrs. Burrows 


will continue the business of the Burrows Oil 
Company. 
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I. C. C. Probes Railroad Oil Purchases 


Calls on Carriers to Show Real Economy 
per cent Rate Advance Hearing . 


in 5 
While independent oil men were showing the 
Interstate Commerce Commission that the pro- 
posed 5 per cent general advance in rates in 
Official Classification Territory would have to 
be borne by them out of their narrowing mar- 
gins of profit, Louis Brandeis, special counsel 
for the Interstate Commerce Commission, in 
his investigation of the reasonableness of the 
5 per cent advance, was getting from the rail- 
roads detailed information as to their pur- 
chases of lubricating and other oils since 1909. 
His investigation, it is expected, will bring 
up directly the relations of the various ex- 
Standard Oil Companies to the railroads and 
their monopoly on the lubricating 
business. 


railroad 


The independent oil shippers were the first 
of all shippers to present their protest to 
the Commission. They did so at Washington, 
January 26th. Those who testified were Rob- 
ert C. Pew, of the Sun Company, Toledo, 
Ohio; F. W. Boltz, traffic manager of the 
National Petroleum Association; L. B. Got- 
wals, of the Union Petroleum Co., of Phila- 
delphia, and T. B. Westgate, of the Ameri- 
can Oil Works, Titusville, Pa. General Coun- 
sel Chamberlin, of the National Petroleum 
Association, had charge of their examination 
Mr. Boltz brought up the most sensational 
testimony. He showed by comparative state- 
ments of the present rates and the proposed 
rates that the railroads do not intend making 
a 5 per cent advance on oil rates but their 
advances run from 2 to 9.67 per cent, and on 


rates from Bruin, Pa. as high as 19.2 per 
cent. Mr. Boltz’ testimony created quite a 
sensation. He admitted that with the ex- 
ception of the rates from Bruin, the variation 
in the advances was largely due to the method 
of dropping fractions in figuring the advance 
and that the roads did not try to maintain the 
present differentials between different points 
but just slapped on the advance and took all 
the fractions that they could. He testified, 
however, that even this slight difference would 
be a serious discrimination between the dif- 
ferent shipping points. 

Oil City is the only favored point, in that 
the advance from Franklin, Pa., where the 
Standard has two big refineries, was 2 per 
cent and Oil City takes the Franklin rates, 
but from Emlenton the advance was 100 per 
cent over Oil City. Mr. Boltz said that he did 
not charge that the railroads had deliberately 
tried to frame the advance to favor Standard 
Oil refining points. It so happened that they 
were favored in many cases, but he did criti- 
cize the railroads for not making the advance 
in such a way as would keep the same basis 
of rates from the different points. 

PROMISE REMEDY. 

As to the rates from Bruin, Pa., the big 
advance was due to the fact that the Balti- 
more and Ohio tariffs carrying the advance 
dropped the application of the 90 per cent 


of fifth class, which prevails on petroleum and. 


its products in this territory, from Bruin. 
This was a new one for the railroad attorneys, 


and their leading counsel finally stated that if 
that was the case the railroads did not intend 
it and would file such tariffs or take such 
steps as would be necessary to put the same 
scale of rates on the 5 per cent advance, in- 
cluding 90 per cent of fifth class into Bruin as 
applied to other points. 

Mr. Chamberlin protested to this, saying 
that the independents did not want the same 
kind of a 5 per cent advance as applied to 
other points but that they wanted Bruin put on 
a fair basis with similar competing refining 
points. 

Mr. Pew testified as to the narrow margin 
of profit in the oil business, although ad- 
mitting that his company had done fairly well 
in recent years. He told about the advance 
in the estimated weight on petroleum and its 
products and about the continued effort of 
the independent shippers to get lower rates 
on petroleum and their failure to succeed as 
well as they wanted to. Mr. Westgate gave 
roughly the same type of testimony and dwelt 
particularly upon the hardship of the Pennsyl- 
vania refiner who had to pay $2.50 per barrel 
for his crude and sell the bulk of his burning 
oil for export at less than the cost of crude 
and the balance of his products in direct 
competition with the products from crude oils 
that cost less than half as much as Pennsyl- 
vania_ crude. 

Mr. Gotwals, of the Union Petroleum Com- 
pany, submitted a statement of the Union's 
contract that will have to be filled during 
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1914. On shipments sold, delivered at destina- 
tion and amounting to some ten million pounds, 
he said the company’s loss would be $770.14. 
On shipments sold f. o. b. refinery under con- 
tract for 1914 and amounting to some thirteen 
million pounds, the loss would be $1,283.40, 
and although these shipments were f. o. b. the 
refinery, and the buyer paid the freight, Mr. 
Gotwals said that undoubtedly the company 
would be called upon to absorb the advance 
and that the company’s policy had always 
been to keep out of law suits and treat their 
customers as fairly as possible, so that the pro- 
posed advance would be a great hardship on 
them not only as regards their contracts but 
as regards their general business, over half 
of which he said was done on an eighth of a 
cent a gallon margin. 

The railroads did not put in any testimony 
but stated they would do so probably later, 
whereupon Mr. Chamberlin objected and said 
that the independents put in their testimony at 
the present time only to suit the convenience 
of the Commission and that they reserved the 
right to submit more testimony later. 

ASKS R. R. QUESTIONS. 

Mr. Brandeis’ call for the lubricating con- 
tracts of the railroads was a part of 78 ques- 
tions covering all phases of railroad operation 
and particularly the cost of it, which the rail- 
roads have been asked to answer in detail. 
The railroads are reported to be feeling very 
confident that the Commission will allow the 
advance, but it is pointed out by those who 
have watched the situation that Mr. Brandeis 
has not been heard from yet and that he prob- 
ably will not be until after the railroads’ re- 
sponses to these 78 questions have been made 
and the information they contain compiled— 
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then, those who are familiar with railroad busi- 
ness methods say, the roads may receive a 
very severe awakening, to say the least. 

The oil men are watching with interest 
for the response to question number twenty, 
which concerns lubricating contracts. This 
calls for “a copy of the guarantee, if any, 
in effect in 1910, 1911, 1912 and 1913 in re- 
gard to mileage performance of lubricating 
oil or compounds, and to show for each of 
these years an invoice cost of lubricants used 
in service, covered by the guarantee, with the 
kind and quality of each, and the invoice price 
and invoice cost; the cost of lubrication based 
on guarantee in miles run, guaranteed rate and 
guaranteed cost; the excess of invoice cost 
over guaranteed cost, the excess refunded to 
the respondent, with bill, number and amount.” 

As practically all the railroad companies are 
still dealing solely with the Galena-Signal Oil 
Company or some other ex-Standard subsidi- 
ary, and these ex-Standard subsidiaries are not 
losing money according to their financial state- 
ments, some very interesting information is 
looked for. It will probably be the first time 
that any comprehensive information will have 
been obtained on this particular subject. In 
past investigations, the Government has shown, 
with some scattering evidence, the enormous 
profit that the Standard Oil Company got from 
the railroads, but this will be the first time 
that the big roads of the country will have 
been combed over very carefully. 

Many people have misunderstood the situa- 
tion with regard to the proposed 5 per cent 
advance and have not appreciated seemingly 
the real question at issue. Primarily, the ques- 
tion before the Commission does not concern 
whether or not any industry is unduly bur- 
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dened by the proposed advance but the ques- 
tion is, are the railroads in and of themselves 
entitled to and do they need this advance 
to properly take care of their properties? 
Protest by shippers, of course, will have some 
weight, but it is pointed out that the Commis- 
sion must really concern itself with whether 
or not the roads really need the money and are 
entitled-to it. In a previous investigation of 
some two years ago the roads were shown 
to be mismanaged in many respects and on 
that and other testimony were not entitled to 
the advance they had asked. The burden is 
on the railroads to show their need for this 
advance, and about all the testimony that the 
roads have put in to date concerns only their 
need for money, as shown by their general 
financial statements. The roads have not 
shown that their operation is any more 
economical than in previous years. Just how 
long the investigation will last is not known. 


There is another oil company in the game. 
This time it is still another of that constantly 
increasing list of Bartles or Maguire some- 
thing-or-other companies which infest the 
Northwest and gobble up most of the oil 
trade. The new offspring is the Bartles-Scott 
Oil Company, located at Willmar, Minn., and 
will be in charge of W. E. Scott, formerly 
of Philadelphia. 


C. L. Maguire, of the Bartles Oil Company, 
St. Paul, Minn., was in Willmar recently and 
completed arrangements for the erection of 
the necessary offices and warehouse, together 
with sixty thousand gallons storage, to take 
care of the oil trade for western Minnesota. 


Exhibition Offices: 


THE OIL 


EARL’S CouRT, LONDON.W.,.ENG. 
March 21 to April 4, 1914 


Comprising Oilfield Equipment, Transport 
Facilities, Refining Plants, Fuel Systems 
and Appliances, Engines for Power, etc. 
Lighting and Heating Apparatus, etc., etc. 


Write for plan of spaces and particulars to the General Organizing Manager, 


G. D. SMITH, 
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Fight For Retention of Wood Barrels Again 


- Oil Men and Coopers Make Last Stand 


By Special Correspondent. 
WASHINGTON, D. C., Feb. 2.—The 
fate of the wood barrel for gasoline ship- 
ments was fought over here before the Inter- 
(Commission 


state Commerce January 22, 


Chairman Clark and Commissioner Clements 
only, were able to attend the hearing and go 


over the differences existing between the 


shippers the carriers in the proposed 
amendments to the Regulations for the Trans- 
portation of Explosives and Other Dangerous 
\rticles by Freight as compiled hy the Bureau 
of Explosives 
Several sharp differences of Opinion occurred 
hetween Judge Chamberlin, representing the In- 
dependent oil men, J. A. Morgan, represent- 
ing the Cooperage Traffic Bureau, and Col. B. 
W. Dunn, of the Bureau of Explosives. The 
chief fight of the day centered around the pro- 
posal to eliminate the wooden barrel, as pro- 
vided for in amended paragraph 1828, which 
reads as follows 
“After January 1, 1915, wooden kegs 
and wooden barrels must not be used to 
ship inflammable liquids whose flash points 
are lower than 20 degrees |.” 
A Mr. Chamberlin presented the objections of 
: the Independent dealers in a few words, call- 
ing attention to the many instances in which, 
under actual practice, the wooden barrel has 
heen found to be more safe, and also stated 
that the enforced adoption of the steel barrel 
as a container would be a great financial 
burden. 
Mr. Chamberlin then called 


Smith, retiner, Clarendon, Pa., 


upon Levi 
who related his 
experience dating over twenty-five years in the 
oil business, during all of which time, he 
stated, they have never had any trouble in the 
use of the wooden barrel except from leakage, 
and even then, they have received more com- 
plaints about leakage from the steel than from 
the wooden barrels. He also called attention to 
the difference in weight, between the steel and 
the wooden barrels which increases freight 
costs on the steel. Ilis experience of the past 
vear has shown that there are very many com- 
plaints as to leakage of the steel barrel, al- 
though it complys absolutely with the regula- 
tions 
BLAMES RAILROADS. 

It may he possible, he said, that in time the 
steel barrel will be the only container in use, 
but at present, he does not consider them as 
safe as the wooden barrel. This, he said, is 
partly due to rough handling on the part of 
the railroads, as they are compelled to exercise 
more care in the handling of the wooden 
harrels 

Under question by the chairman, he ad- 
mitted that he had not actually seen the care- 
less handling of the barrels by the railroads, 
but he had heard it stated by persons on whose 


integrity he relied, and it was also quite evi- 


dent from the condition in which the steel bar- 
rels are received, with dented edges and sides. 

Mr. Chamberlin stated that he had a large 
number of letters voicing protests against the 
regulation as 


amended, and_ said that he 
would file them with the Commission if they 
so desired, but the Chairman replied that they 


had already in their files all the letters of that 
nature which they needed. 

Mr. Chamberlin then introduced C. M. Wil 
lock, manufacturer of iron barrels, Defiance, 
O., who gave it as his opinion and despite ihe 
fact that he is engaged in the manufacture of 
the steel barrel, that the wooden barrel, as it 
is and must be handled by the railroads, is as 
safe a package as the steel barrel as the latter 
is handled in many instances by the railroads. 
Ile admitted that a wooden barrel is not as 
strong as a steel barrel, but, he said, the rail- 
roads know that the wooden barrel cannot be 
handled in the same way and they are not as 
rough with it. He admitted that he had not 
personally seen the careless handling of the 
steel barrels, but he stated that he got his 
information direct from the Waverley Oil 
Works, in which he has an interest, and also 
The Waverley Oil Works, 
he said, do not use any wooden barrels 

COOPERS PROTEST. 

J. A. Morgan, traffic manager of the Cooper- 

age Manufacturers’ Association, St. Louis, con- 


from his salesmen. 


sisting of 115 members, called the attention of 
the Commission to a presentation of the facts 
in the case which he had filed with the Com- 
mission about a week before, in which the 
Coopers gave a full statement of the way in 
which the enforcement of the proposed regu- 
lation would work a hardship on them. 

“The Coopers take the position that unless 
the committee can show that the use of the 
wood barrel has heen the cause of any e@X- 
plosions, since the last conference on the sub 
ject, when the matter was left i 


abeyance, it 
should not be excluded,” he said. He declared 
that he had many years of experience, and 
spoke, not only from the standpoint of the 
stave and barrel manufacturers, but also from 
the standpoint of the railroads, with which he 
had been connected. So far as the necassary 
handling of the wood barrel and the steel 
package on platforms and warehouse floors 
are concerned, he said, it is much easier to 
handle the wooden package, as it does not 
slide so readily. 

The Coopers wanted an opportunity to 
demonstrate to the Commission that the wood 
larrel is not defective or provocative of ac- 
cidents; this is in line with a suggestion that 
they had made to the Commission on former 
occasions. rom a standpoint of the railroad 
man, he said, this could easily be ascertained 
hy the inspectors on their periodical inspec- 
tions, as well as from the overhead and de- 
murrage reports, which must show whether the 
If a check 


had been, made, as was suggested at that time. 


oil is in steel or wooden containers. 


the information could have been presented to 
the Commission at this hearing, and in such 
form that it would be conciusive. They asked 
that a test be made, say for six months, all 
over the United States where such shipments 
move. If, as the result of such an investiga 
tion it could be shown that the wooden bar- 
rel is any more dangerous than the steel con- 
tainer, then the Coopers would not come to 
the Commission and ask for a continuance of 
its use. But this cannot be shown, said Mr. 
Morgan. 


Before Interstate Commerce Commission 


He charged that Col. Dunn was coming be- 
fore the Commission and asking that the ship- 
pers be required to safeguard their shipments 
against careless handling on the part of care- 
less railroad employes. If the railroad com- 
panies will handle the wooden barrel with any 
degree of care the users of it will put it up 
against any other class of package, declared 
Mr. Morgan. 

He called attention to tests of wood barrels 
that are now being made by the government 
laboratory at Madison, Wis., and asked that 
the Commission await their result. 

SAYS TIME ENOUGH. 

Col. Dunn expressed the desire to have the 
regulations approved now. He said that three 
years had elapsed since the wood barrel ques- 
tion was passed upon by the Commission, when 
the Commission stated that they would expect 
the oil shippers within a reasonable time to 
do away with the use of the wooden barrel 
and adopt the steel container. Col. Dunn said 
he felt that all the time needed has been given; 
he also said that 79 per cent or more of the 
oil and gasoline shippers are now using the 
steel containers, so that it is only a= small 
percentage of the industry that is holding out 
He said that there is no question as to the rela 
One must 
and does stand rigid scientific tests which it 
would be impossible for the other to comply 


tive efficiency of the two packages. 


with; for instance, the steel barrel can stand 
a drop of 8 or 10 feet, while the wooden bar- 
rel can barely stand one of as many inches 

He also stated that the leakages which the) 
have found occurring in the steel barrels have 
heen on account of the improper fastening in 
of the bungs, and not because of defects in the 
harrels, hence are due to carelessness on the 
part of the shippers. 

Mr. Morgan said that at the time the Com- 
mission handed down its decision in the Red 
“C” Oil Company case barring wood barrels in 
the South, the Cooperage Traffic Bureau was 
not in existence, and they had no means of 
getting before the Commission the true stand- 
ing of the case. Now, however, accurate rec 
ords are kept of the whole situation, the bar 
rel manufacturing business has been placed on 
a higher footing, and they are more than willing 
that the Interstate Commerce Comission should 
now establish a standard for the manufacturing 
of wooden barrels. 


OPPOSES TANK CAR TEST. 

Mr. Chamberlin also noted an exception to 
the provisions of section J of paragraph 1824, 
which provides: 

“In tank cars complying with Master Car 
Builders’ specifications, provided the vapor 
tension of the inflammable liquid corre- 
sponding to a temperature of 100 degrees 
I’, (90 degrees F. November 1 to March 
1) does not exceed 10 pounds per square 
inch. After January 1, 1915, a tank car 
must not be used for shipping inflammable 
liquids with flash point lower than 20 de- 
grees I’., unless it has been tested with cold 
water pressure of 60 pounds per square 
inch, stenciled as 
M. C. B. rules.” 


required by the 
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The present requirements call for a 40-pound 
test. Mr. Chamberlin urged that the 60-pound 
requirement is entirely too high. 

Col. Dunn said this paragraph had been put 
in for the reason that they were trying to 
arrive at a standard, a thing that they never 
had before. The M. C. B. rules placed the 
standard at 60-pounds pressure two years ago, 
and no objection has been made. It is as 
lenient in the matter of pressure as it should 
he, according to his judgment. There are old 
tank cars which have been used for years and 
have not been tested, and there is no other 
means of knowing what they will stand. 

Mr. Chamberlin said that. the fact that they 
have had no accidents under the 40-pound re 
quirement is evidence that it is a perfectly safe 
test, and there is no commercial necessity for 
jumping that requirement 50 per cent; it will 
put some shippers out of business, and is un- 
reasonable without due notice. Every year new 
restrictions are placed upon the shippers, he 
declared, and year by year they have to be 
“hauled up to meet some imaginary require 
ments such as this, and it is not because there 
has been shown to be any element of danger 
in the past, on the other hand, they are changes 
that will usually result in benetit to the car- 
riers in the last analysis.” 

Clause FE, of section 2, of the packing regu 
lations, Was also objected to by Mr. Chamber- 
lin. It reads as follows: 

“The shipper must examine the tanks 
and their fittings to see that they are in 
proper condition for loading. Tanks must 
be examined for evidence of previous 
leaks: safety and outlet valves, dome cov- 
ers and outlet valve caps must be in 
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proper condition before loading; after 
loading, tanks must not show any dropping 
of liquid contents at the seams or rivets, 
and should such dropping appear cars must 
be properly repaired; outlet valves must 
not permit more than a dropping of the 
liquid with valve caps off, otherwise valve 
must be reground and repaired. Dome 
covers and valve caps provided with suit 
able gaskets, must be properly screwed in 
place before cars are tendered to the 
carrier.” 

Mr. Chamberlin contended that this would 
place the duty of inspection on the shippers 
instead of upon the carriers, and that it would 
be made the basis for the refusal of many 
claim charges for loss in transportation. Many 


of the claims for loss and damage arise from 
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carelessness in handling on the part of the 
employes of the carriers themselves. This will 
give added occasion for contention between 
the shippers and the carriers, he declared. 
Col. Dunn contended that the rule was put in 
solely in the interest of the safety of the pub- 
lic. Large tank cars, he said, are a menace 
to public safety, under any circumstances, and 
the shipper of the tank car should be called upon 
to perform this duty. The paragraph was 
drawn at his request by one of the owners and 
shippers in tank cars, who endeavored to state 
what is a just and reasonable requirement. 
The handling of loss and damage questions by 
the courts would not be at all changed by reas- 
son of the provisions of this paragraph, he said 
The Commission has taken these and all the 


other amendments under consideration 


Refuses Lower Oil Rates to 
North and South Markets 


By Special Correspondent. 

WASHINGTON, D. C., Feb. 3.—lower 
rates on oil from Mid-Continent retining 
points to the northwest throvgh the Twin 
Cities and to the south, including New Orleans, 
were refused Independent oil shippers by the 
Interstate Commerce Commission last month 
However, the commission did reduce the rate 
to Springtield, Ill, from Coffeyville, 
from 23 to 19.5 cents per cwt 

The adverse decisions of the commission 
rather amounted to saying that the railroads 
should not be held lable for the more ad 
vantageous refining and shipping points ot 


the Standard Oil Company. The commission 
did not state the situation this frankly, but 
it did say that the showing of alleged un 
reasonableness of the rates to the Twin Cities 
was only by way of comparison in) competi- 
tive prices of the transported product rather 
than that the rate was unreasonable in itself 
The commission held that it was on about the 
same per ton mile basis as the rates from 
Standard Oil points. In practically all previous 
cases commenced by the Independents in the 
past eight years, the commission has recog- 
nized that the rates from Standard Oil points 


were on a lower basis than rates from Inde- 
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The Center Anchored Tank Cars that have Stood the Test of Years 


Built completely in our own shops where we have been building Tank Cars exclusively for over 
35 years, resulting in uniformity of construction and superiority of design; therefore our cars give the 
maximum of service with minimum cost of maintenance. 
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pendent points. These last two cases promise 
the end of that basis of attack on oil rates 
and foretell a situation where the Independents 
will either have to duplicate, in a large meas- 
ure, the Standard’s facilities—as to their 
geographical locations—or suffer the conse- 
quences. 

All three cases decided last month were 
handled by the National Petroleum Associa- 
tion and made the Santa Fe and the roads 
running to the territories referred to de- 
fendants. 

NORTHWEST CASE. 

The Twin Cities case was against rates on 
petroleum and its products in carloads from 
Chanute, Erie, Coffeyville and Independence, 
Kans., at 33 cents per 100 pounds, and of 38 
cents from Chelsea, Okla., to St. Paul, Minne- 
apolis and Minnesota transfer. Under West- 
ern Classification petroleum and its products 
takes fifth class, and the present fifth class 
rates from Coffeyville and Chelsea to the Twin 
Cities are 42 cents and 49 cents, respectively. 

The decision says that rates from Kansas 
refining points to the Twin Cities are made 
5 cents above the Kansas City rate, and from 
all Oklahoma cities, with the exception of 
Oklahoma City, the rate is an arbitrary 10 


ents higher than the Kansas City rate. The 
lanket rate from Nansas and Oxlahoma re- 
fining points to St. Louis proper is 17 cents, 
from St. Louis to the Twin Cities 21 cents, 

ik a comp il S s 

\tte was called to the carriers having 
ve luntarily established a rate « f 19.5 cents on 
road oil, tailings and petroleum asphaltum 
rom Kansas refining points to the Twin 
Cities. The testimony in the case was to the 
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effect that the complainants could not sell these 
products in the Twin Cities in competition 
with the refineries located at Whiting, Wood 
River and Sugar Creek, which the decision 
says is probably due to the fact that the 
Standard Oil Co., which owns and operates 
those refineries, ships by its own tank steam- 
ers via Duluth, Minn., and reships there to the 
Twin Cities at a rate of 10 cents. It was 
claimed by the complainants that the differ- 
ence of about 3-10 cents per gallon, or of $24 
per car, would mitigate against the trade at the 
Twin Cities on the Kansas and Oklahoma oils. 
The Commission said that out of 9,271,984 
pounds of oil received by the intervenor, the 
Climax-Western Oil Co., at Minneapolis during 
the year ending November 11, 1912, from re- 
fineries located in Kansas, Illinois, Indiana, 
Oklahoma, Texas, Louisiana, West Virginia, 
Pennsylvania and the Ohio fields, 2,795,988 
pounds, or about one-third, came from Kansas 
and Oklahoma. 


The Commission, with reference to the per 


Cleveland, O. 


ton per mile basis of rates, said “the theory 
that the rate per ton mile should decrease as 
distance increases, is subject to the qualifica- 
tion that, the rate for the longer distance must 
be compensatory. The rate per ton mile is 
one of the factors to be considered in the de- 
termination of the reasonableness of rates, 
but only one. When the differences in trans- 
portation conditions are considered, the rates 
in issue do not appear to be unreasonable or 
unduly prejudicial, as compared with the rates 
from Whiting and other points mentioned by 
the complainants, upon a ton mile or a car 
mile basis. 


“The real issue presented in this case is 
whether or not the Kansas City rate to the 
Twin Cities shali be extended to include Kan- 
sas and Oklahoma refining points. It is not 
the contention of the complainant that the 
rates are unreasonable per se but only from a 
comparative standpoint. In National Refining 
Company v. M. P. Ry. Co., 24 I. C. C. 315, 
we refused to disturb the 5-cent differential 
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Letween the Kansas City and the Kansas re- 
fining points on traffic to Hastings, Neb., and 
there is nothing of record in this case which 
leads us to conclude that this differential, as 
applied to traffic to the Twin Cities, is unrea- 
sonable, or that the Kansas refining points may 
justly demand that they be given the Kansas 
City rates.” 


NEW ORLEANS CASE. 


The New Orleans complaint attacked the 
C. L. rates from Coffeyville, Kans., and other 
points in the Kansas oil field to New Orleans, 
Baton Rouge, Mobile, Natchez, Vicksburg, 
Meridian and Jackson, Miss. The rates from 
the Kansas field are based on the St. Louis 
rate, which gives a lower combination than 
any other Mississippi river crossing. The 
rates complained of were instituted following 
the rate war down the river of 1909, and were 
readjusted in 1912. The shippers contended 
that the combination on St. Louis was un- 
reasonable for, the reason that it gives a route 
100 miles longer than could be obtained via 
\lemphis. On this point, however, the Com- 
mission held that the shipper is not vitally in- 
terested in the method of the construction of 

rate so long as the resultant rates are 
reasonable, and that, admitting that St. Louis 
is not a customary gateway for the move- 
ment of this traffic, it does not necessarily 
follow that the St. Louis combination results 
in an unreasonable rate. This is especially 
true when the report said the present move- 
ment via St. Louis results in a rate 1 cent 
less than would be secured via Memphis com- 
nation. 

WIN TO SPRINGFIELD. 

The Commission decided that a rate of 23 

ents on petroleum from Coffeyville, NKans., 
Springtield, Ill., was unreasonable to the 

mount that it exceeded a rate of 19.5 cents. 

Reparation, however, was not awarded. 

Both Springfield and Coffeyville, said the 
opinion, are in Western Classification territory. 
f there were no commodity rates in effect 

tween the points named petroleum and its 
roducts would take fifth class. It has been 
the usual custom in establishing rates on fifth 
lass commodities from points in Kansas to 


Peoria, Ill, and Peoria rate points, including 
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Springfield, to apply a differential of 2.5 cents 
over the St. Louis rate, which is 17 cents 
from Coffeyville to St. Louis and East St. 
Louis. The local rate to Springfield is 6 
cents. The rate of the 23 cents complained of 
is the aggregate of the intermediate rates. The 
rate from Kansas City and from Sugar Creek, 
Mo., the latter a Standard Oil point, to St. 
Louis, is 17 cents, and to Springfield, 19.5 
cents. 


In National Refining Co. v. M, K. & T. 
Ry. the Commission held that a rate of 27 
cents Coffeyville to Joliet, Ill., was unreason- 
able. The Commission found that, under the 
existing facts and circumstances, the rate of 
19.5 was a reasonable one to apply to this 
traffic between Coffeyville and Springfield, Ill. 
and it is to be made effective by the carriers 
on or before March 1. 


The National Oil Company, Norfolk, Va., 
has been awarded a contract by the board of 
control of Norfolk to furnish the water de- 
partment with 200 gallons of gasoline at 1514 
cents and 100 gallons of kerosene at 8 cents 
per gallon. 
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PROGRESSIVE OIL CO. 
MOVES UP TO TOPEKA 


The Progressive Oil Company, Kansas City, 
Mo., will shortly move its office to Topeka, 
Kansas, where its president, E. C. Winter, 
will also act as secretary of the newly or- 
ganized Topeka Oil Company, which com- 
menced active business about December 1. 
The Topeka Oil Company will have a thor- 
oughly up-to-date plant, including its own 
barrel plant in addition to the necessary stor- 
age, barns, etc. It is the intention of the 
company to supply towns within a radius of 
twenty miles of Topeka by means of motor 
trucks. 


There is a reason for the broad smile which 
Lou Phillips, of the Keystone Oil & Mfg. 
Company, Chicago, is wearing these days, and 
the cigars which he is passing around to his 
friends. It is a seven and a half pound rea- 
son, is this boy which arrived at Lou’s house 
January 8, and now Lou has a sizable family 
of three sons and one daughter. 


Emlenton Refining Co. 
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EXPECT LOW PRICES 
TO CONTINUE 


Standard Is Looking for Long 
Term Contract In Kansas 
and Missouri 

Phe price of gasoline and refined oil in the 
tank wagon markets of Missouri and Kansas, 
heretofore the exclusive territory of the 
Waters-Pierce Company, will not be advanced 
through the present year in all probability be- 
yond their present height 

This is predicted by the Standard Oil Com- 
pany of Indiana offering and endeavoring to 
have signed the following agreement between 
itself and all dealers, in which the Standard 
expressly agrees to allow any reduction in the 
price named in the contract to the purchaser 
and says that should the price advance, the 
purchaser, however, will not be called upon to 
pay more 

The local independent oil men of that terri- 
tory argue that this practically insures the 
present market continuing because they have 
never known the Standard Oil Company, when 
the price was going to advance during the sea- 
son, to endeavor to get tied up on long term 
contracts. 

The following is a copy of the contract 
which it is said the Standard of Indiana 1s 
asking the purchasers to sign and the price 
said to be named in most of these contracts 
is the present low market price: 


MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT. 


1914. 
THIS AGREEMENT, made this .... day 
ot 1914, between the Stand- 


ard Oil Company (Indiana), the seller, and 
purchaser (S), WITNESSETH: 
The seller agrees to sell to the purchaser 
(S) all the gasoline and Perfection Oil the 
purchaser (S) may require, either for con- 
sumption or sale, betweeri this date and De- 
cember 31, 1914, at a price not to exceed the 
Standard Oil Company's present market price 
of .... cents per gallon for Perfection Oil and 
_ cents per gallon for Crown Gasoline. It is 
also understood that should the Standard Oil 
Company's market prices of gasoline or Per- 
fection Oil decline during the life of this 
agreement, the purchaser (S) (is-are) to have 
the benefit of such decline during the time such 
decline or lesser price (than mentioned in this 
contract) is in effect. Should the Standard 
Oil Company’s market price on gasoline or 
Perfection Oil advance to a price higher than 
that mentioned in this agreement, the pur- 
chaser (S) (is-are) not to pay more than the 
price named in this agreement. 


STANDARD OIL COMPANY (IND.) 

Control of several of the ex-subsidiaries of 
the Standard Oil Company has passed to new 
owners, according to rumors current in Wali 
street. The tremendous rise in market price 
of the shares of the thirty-four ex-subsidiaries 
since the dissolution of the Standard Oil Com- 
pany, according to report, has led several large 
holders of stock in the various companies, 
among whom are named Col. Payne, Charles 
M. Pratt and E. T. Bedford, to transfer at 
least a large part of their holdings to new 


owners, it is said. 
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The Story Oil 


The complete story of Petroleum, its origin, production, refining 
and its uses, is told by Sir Boverton Redwood, the world’s leading 
authority on petroleum technology, in his “Treatise on Petroleum.” 

Nearly twelve hundred pages are required to give the many 
phases of this industry. Practically everything that has ever been 
known of petroleum and its products is contained in the three volumes 
composing the third edition of this work, which edition is just off the 
press. 

Redwood’s “Petroleum” is the standard authority of today, just 
as its previous editions have been the standards of the past score and 
more of years. 

The following is a glimpse through the three volumes, taking the 
titles of the sections: 


Historical Account of the Petroleum Industry. 

The Geological and Geographical Distribution of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas. 

The Physical and Chemical Properties of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas. 

The Origin of Petroleum and Natural Gas. 

The Production of Petroleum, Natural Gas and Ozokerite. 

The Refining of Petroleum. 

The Shale-Oil and Allied Industries. 

Transport, Storage and Distribution of Petroleum. 

Testing of Crude Petroleum, Petroleum and Shale-Oil Prod- 
ucts, Ozokerite and Asphalt. 

Uses of Petroleum and Its Products. 

Statutory, Municipal and Other Regulations Relating to the 
Testing, Storage, Transport and Use of Petroleum and 
Its Products. 


APPENDIX. 
Statistics. 
Marine Transport of Petroleum. 
Import Duties Levied on United States Petroleum. 
Thames Conservancy. 


What is contained in each of these sections is best known by a 
sample from the one under Testing, taking only a few subjects in 
that section applying to tests of lubricating oils. They are: 


Fluidity or Viscosity Testers (two described and discussed). 

Viscometers (21 given, discussed and results compared). 

Value of Viscosity test; friction testing machines; (14 in- 
struments described and discussed). 

Cold Test (two instruments). 


Owing to the great demand for this work the first importation 
has been exhausted, but another shipment is now on the way, and 
will be available Feb. 1st. 


The work is being sold to the oil trade by this paper. The three 
volumes are offered at $15.00 net, expressage prepaid. 


Your order received now will be promptly filled from the second 
consignment now on the way to this country. 


Send your check and order to 


The National Petroleum News 
819 Rose Building Cleveland, Ohio 
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Ex-S. O. Company Raids Foreign Oil Markets 


Again Cuts Prices on Lubricating Stocks to Get 


the Business—More Talk of “Gas 


By Special Correspondent. 

LONDON, Jan. 24.—A very determined 
raid is being made on the market here by the 
\nglo-American which seems to be out for 
business. On the sixteenth they reduced prac- 
tically all prices by 2/6 to 15-per English ton. 
Briefly, the fall was: 
Kked and Pale Oils..... 10 to 30 cents per bbl. 
Dark Machinery ...... 20 to 60 cents per bbl. 
All Cylinders ..<...... 60 cents per bbl. 

The drop did not come as a surprise as the 
market has been gradually getting weaker and 
the majority of buyers were holding off in spite 
of the fact that they were offered the fali 
clause. The Anglo-American appears par- 
ticularly keen to capture every barrel that is 
going and it is already rumored that they are 
taking business on a bigger reduction than the 
60 cents declared. They are offering all sorts 
of inducements to buyers and putting attrac- 
tive propositions before them in connection 
with the various options on the question of 
deliveries. It is also rumored that they are 
offering a two pound supertare per barrel on 
c. i. f. business, and not the least attractive 
feature to a buyer is the fact that they make 
it quite clear that he will not be unduly pressed 
in connection with payments. It is a sort of 
special revival of their policy to “get business,” 
and although the continual uncertainty about 
the prices they will really take to “get busi- 
ness” makes the selling proposition a_ bit 
tougher for the Independent marketers, no 
doubt they will hold their own. Selling has 
had to be done in the past under much worse 
conditions than at present. Of course all 
sellers of equal grades to the Anglos have 
had to step into line with their prices and the 
following figures may be taken as represent- 
ing the market values: 

\NGLO-AMERICAN’S NEW PRICES. 
\nd which prevail also at Standard stations 

at Hamburg, Antwerp and such ports. 


PALES. 
7.60 per bbl. 
Oueens Spindle 7.80 
11.90 

REDS. 
9.20 
Queens Heavy Red.......... 9.80 


PALE CRUDES. 


New Bloomless ............. 8.30 
Imperial Bloomless ......... 9.30 
Eagle Spindle 1 ............. 10.30 
Manchester Spindle ......... 10.10 
Red Spindle ................ 9.30 
7.60 

DARK MACHINERY. 
Eagle Heavy Black ......... 6.20 
Summer Green ............. 7.70 oS 
Medium Dark .............. 7.70 
Regular Maltha ............ 6.00 


Atlante: Winter 7.10 
Atlantic Summer ........... 7.10 

DARK CYLINDERS. 


Dark Piltered N: 11.10 
FILTERED CYLINDERS. 


Substitutes 


PETROLATUMS. 


LUBRICANTS. 


All ex Wharf London, less 2'2 per cent dis- 
count. 
OTHER PRICES DROP. 


There is no change in the Russian oils 


If it’s made from 
oil, we have it 


Keystone 0il & Mfg. Company 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
All Kinds—All Grades of 


PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 


Specialists in 
tank car lots 


Refiners of Pennsylvania Crude Only 


“QUALITY OIL” 


Pennsylvania Crude Makes It 


SENECA OIL WORKS 


WARREN, PA. 


ALLEGHENY FOUNDRY CO., LTD. 


WARREN, PA. 


BUILDERS OF THE STRONGEST AND MOST 
DURABLE STEEL TANK CARS NOW RUNNING 
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but the Scotch companies have brought their 
prices down and 885 pale is now $6.90 per 
barrel and 890 pale 20 cents a barrel more, 
both ex ship with a 5 per cent discount. Wax 
and scale are down fully half a cent per pound 
and the position is very weak. There will be 
little interest in this until next season’s trade. 
Fuel oil is unchanged and it can be bought ex- 
wharf at $3.80 a barrel. Gasoline, if anything, 
is slightly dearer in bulk deliveries but it is 
difficult to know the actual prices paid. It 
varies according to quantities, but 30 to 32 
cents a gallon delivered road tank wagon 
should be about the average. 

The desire to find substitutes for gasoline is 
growing keener every day and of course it is 
particularly wished that something be evolved 
for home production and so make the English 
market less dependent on the imports and the 
consumer less under the “price thumb” of the 
The activities of the Imperial 
Motor Transport Council, referred to in last 
months London letter, are likely to prove a 


monopt lists. 


good value. An influencial committee has now 
been formed “to consider the very high price 
of gasoline.” The new body is described as 
the Alcohol Motor Fuel Committee and _ its 
numbers includes such well known men_as the 
Hon. Arthur Stanley, M. P., chairman of the 
Royal Automobile Club (chairman), J. S. 
Critchley, president of the Institute of Auto- 
mobile Engineers, S. F. Edge, president of the 
Society of Motor Manufacturers and Trades, 
Dr. H. S. Holeshaw, representing the Automo- 
bile Association and Motor Union, professor 
of chemistry at the Royal Naval College, 
Greenwich, and Sir Roverton Redwood, ad- 
viser on petroleum to the government. 

from inquiries made from various author- 


es includ 


ng Sir Roverton Redwood it is un- 


erstood that the position is as follows: 
With the increasing use of motor-vehicles 
he d l for fue es up, but the supply de- 
natural processes which led to 
the creation of petrol no longer operate. An- 
ther fuel must be found, and alcohol is held 
be the most promising substitute. It can 


be produced at about half the present price 


f petrol. When mixed with a small propor- 
tion of benzol (product of coal tar) it is as 
t ts netrol 


‘ ve as given the right engine. 


Having established their case by evidence, 


the mmittee will ask the Government to 
modify their fiscal condition as to alcohol, 
when used for motor purposes. They will sug- 
eest methods of “denaturing” the alcohol so 
that it cannot be used as a beverage. Two or 


three such methods are known. To take a 


NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS 


domestic instance, hotel managers put a pinch 
of salt in each bottle of cooking sherry, which 
effectually prevents unauthorized tasting by the 
cook. 

Then comes the question of a motor which 
can be worked by alcohol. The experiments 
in this direction will be controlled and paid for 
by the committee themselves. A fund for this 
purpose will be formed. 

There are other processes in a state of evolu- 
tion, but if the government gives the neces- 
sary facilities the manufacture of industrial 
alcohol could exceed all others in production. 


IMPERIAL OIL SCHEME. 

There have been a number of interesting 
oil propositions on the market here, but none 
more ambitious than that of the directors of 
the Venezuelan Oil Concessions, Limited. This 
company is the owner of a concession of over 
3,000 square miles, extending to the shores of 
Lake Maracaibo, 950 miles from the Panama 
Canal. The directors say that when the pro- 
duction of oil is definitely assured they intend 
to form a company with a very large capital, 
the shares of which will be simultaneously 
offered in every part of the British Empire, 


Cleveland, O. 


the shareholders being strictly limited to Brit- 
ish subjects and Venezuelans who are entitled 
to a certain proportion of the shares. 


The extent of the scheme may be gained 
from the following extracts from a speech by 
the chairman of the company, when asking to 
sanction an increase of capital. He said: 


“By means of new working capital about to 
be provided the plan now in operation on the 
field will be doubled, arrangements for the 
rapid delivery of supplies having already been 
made. The increased operations, at points 
over an area covering approximately 60 
square miles, if they give the results we ex- 
pect, would clearly prove a great oil field and 
fully justify the provision of over $5,000,000 
working capital for this gigantic concession on 
a scale in proportion to its value and im- 
portance. If the operations warrant it, it is 
proposed under a scheme which has already 
been considered to form a powerful operating 
company, whose capital will probably stand at 
not less than $15,000,000. By means of this, 
further working capital we could obviously 
arrive at this most desirable position many 
months ahead of the time at which it is possi- 


MUTUAL REFINING CO. 


(LIMITED) 


WARREN, PENN’A 


Manufacturers of High Grade Burning Oils 
Gasoline and Filtered Cylinder Stocks 


ONLY PENNSYLVANIA CRUDE USED 


James Berry’s Sons Co. 


442,443 & 444 CHAMBERS BLDG., OIL CITY, PA. 
PRODUCERS AND DEALERS IN 


Oils, Gasolines and Refinery Products 


We can quote you on everything in Oil 
High Gravity Gasoline a Specialty 


Water White Oils -Gasolines-Lubricating Oils 


CHICAGO OFFICE: 
3546 Michigan Boulevard, 
E. E. GRANT, Mgr. 


GASOLINE 


RIVERSIDE OIL COMPANY 


GENERAL OFFICES: 
Union Bank Building, 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Zeno, Pa. 
Noblestown, Pa. 


PROMPT SHIPMENTS CAN BE MADE FROM ANY OF THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 


Sistersville, W. Va. 
Ellenboro, W. Va. 


Central Nat’! Bk. Bldg., Tulsa, Okla. 


Scientifically Blended 
It Pleases the Trade 
Gravities 68° to 86° 


OKLAHOMA OFFICE: 


FRANK P. PETERSON, Mgr. 


Chicago, III. 
Glenpool, Okla. 
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ble at the present rate of development. In 
this connection I might mention, as the issue 
is to be so small and as other powerful inter- 
ests will possibly be associated with us, whose 
support at a future date may be of much 
\alue, it is proposed that only a limited portion 
of the new capital will be offered to you pro 
rata to your present holdings, or otherwise as 
may be decided. Regarding the terms of the 
issue, I cannot give you any information today 
as negotiations of a far reaching character 
are pending.” 

The resolution was then carried without dis- 
cussion. 


BERLIN PRICES ALSO 
DROPPED BY S. O. CO. 


By Special Correspondent. 


BERLIN JAN. 23.—On the 16th, the 
Standard Oil Company suddenly announced 
that their prices were down, the decline in 
marks per 100 kilos being equal to 30 to 60 
cents a barrel, and although business has 
been quiet and the whole position generally 
weak, the drop surprised more than one buyer. 
Just a few days before the reduction I was 
told that quite a fair amount of business had 
been done, the bulk of it with independent 
sellers. One of the latter found, on arriving 
at his office, a telegram from a recent buyer 
saying, “Standard reduced prices, what are you 
going to do for us.” Some “adjusting” will 
probably be done for the sake of future busi- 
ness. 


GASOLINE COMPETITION KEEN. 


Competition in all classes of motor fuel is 
as keen as ever and the number of inde- 
pendent sources, not only of Galician and 
Roumanian Spirit, but of suitable substitutes, 
tends to keep the price down. Two chemists 
—Doctors Wieck and Rossner, of Dresden— 
have a new process for making a gasoline 
substitute and have issued a pamphlet pros- 
pectus of the scheme. The name of the new 


substitute as given by the promoters is “Power - 


Oil,” and following are some interesting ex- 
tracts faithfully copied from the promoter’s 
translation. The reader may guess what it is. 
rom the description it sounds like a glorified 


refined oil from some heaven sent refinery, 
but— 


POWER OIL. 


“There has been invented a power oil which 
promises to rule in future the world affairs 
instead of benzine and benzol. | 

“A concern will be formed by: which all 
manufacturing and selling of the power oil 
can be controlled from here and also estimated 
and compared by commercial policy. The 
license of the invention of the power oil will 
he given away to all the countries of the 
globe by the undersigned. 


“Power oil is even in comparison with 
Leicht-benzine (under 700 grammes spec. 
weight) at the least 33 per cent more eco- 
nomical in consumption. The motor gets on 
faster on tours, springs on easier, and the au- 
tomobile nourished with power oil takes ris- 
ings much better than those with benzine and 
benzol; there is no need to alter the construc- 
tion of the “Vergaser” or of the machine as 
it must be with benzol, nor does it leave any 
residuums behind as the product entirely burns 
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away. The price of making remains always 
considerably under that of benzine and benzol. 

“On the first day of July, 1913, have been 
undertaken by the society of surveying steam- 
kettles two passages for stating the consump- 
tion of combustibles with the power carriage, 
F. N. 5261, A. Opel Russelsheim, 10/20 PS, 
1,600 kilogrammes in order to fix the efficacy 
of the power oil. 

“For this purpose there were measured ex- 
actly 9 litres of the power oil into the benzine 
box of the power carriage and then under- 
taken a driving of trial, which extended to 40 
kilometers. The residue of the oil was after 
finishing the drive measured back. After this 
the same driving was undertaken with 9 litres 
of benzine. 

“Both these drivings took place under 
perfectly similar conditions. Drivers and 


guests for the passage were the same and noth- 
ing was displaced at the kindler or lighter 
and the gas preparer. The extent of the drive 
was both times the same. Consumed were 
with it in power oil 4.25 litres! in benzine, in 
the kilometre is made with 0.106 litres of power 
comparison, 7.99 litres. That is resulting, that 
oil in the contrary to 0.20 litres of benzine. 

“The union for watching over steam-kettles 
says further in an opinion of the 5th of July, 
1913: 


“The power oil has the following properties: 


Specific weight with 13 per cent C....... 0.789 
COMPOSITION. 

13.04% 
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T AND ACTIVITY WITH 
DISTILLATION, 


THE 


Cubic 
centimetre. 


From 58 to are DOMME... 30.5 
from 71 to 100 are boiling............ 13.6 
rom 101 to 150 are boiling............ 26.4 
From 151 to 200 are boiling............ 16.6 
from 201 to 250 are boiling............ 8.9 
Beyond 250 are boiling ................ 4.0 


“It is a mineral oil which is made by par- 
ticular distillation and mixtures from the low 
boiling constituent parts of the petroleum. 

“The oil substances 
pernicious tor the metallic parts or the ma- 


does not contain 


any 


chinery of an auto motor.” 
\nd 


tions of 


so on 


Then follows graphic descrip- 
tests made by various car manufac- 
turers swearing that with power oil the cars 
“taster came to tours than with benzine,” ete. 

The undersigned by the way is a lawyer 
whose signature is unreadable. 


Because he used gasoline instead of kerosene 
to start a fire in the boiler at the Atlanta. 
distributing station of the Texas Com- 
pany, July 2, 


1913, with disastrous results to 
himself, T. J. Mayo, an employe of the Texas 
Company, has brought suit for $3,000 damages. 
Mayo claims he was instructed to use kerosene 
to start the fire, but 


because of insufficient 


instructions, got hold of the wrong can. 


When the Standard Oil Company sought a 
permit to erect oil storage tanks at La Grange, 
Ill., citizens objected strenuously because the 
installation would bring wage earners into the 


village as residents. The permit was refused. 
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Invents New Carburetor 
to Operate On Kerosene 


Last July, on the annual trip of the Indiana 
automobile manufacturers from Indianapolis, 
Ind., to Los Angeles, Cal., a five-passenger 
Henderson car made the entire trip—a distance 
of 3,910 miles—on less than $29.00 worth of 


refined oil, $28.35 worth to be exact. 


The one thing which made the trip possible, 
using kerosene instead of gasoline, was the 


carburetor, a Harroun kerosene 


Harroun, whose name it bears. 


Here is a photo of the carburetor, which is 
now being marketed by the Harroun Company, 


Indianapolis. 


SECONDARY AIR 


INTAKE 
( 


FUEL 


"“TTATLS OF HAP CARBURETER 


carburetor 
invented by an automobile racing driver, Ray 


As may be seen by referring to the sectional 
illustration, part of the exhaust is forced 
through the space around the venturi which’ 
heats this corrugated surface to a cherry red 
This venturi passage is in the form of a spiral 
and as the dense atomized fuel is draw 
through by the suction of the motor the heavier 
parts are thrown to the outside against the 
heated surface by the centrifugal force and 
the more volatile portion of the fuel remains 
in the center. 


Fuel as it is sprayed from the nozzle and 
comes in contact with this hot surface is turned 
into a vapor. This vapor is partially mixed 
with air which comes through from the bottom 
of the venturi and is further diluted with cold 
air which comes through the secondary air 
valve. The fuel opening in the nozzle is au- 
tomatically opened and closed by the action 
of the secondary air valve. There is but one 
adjustment on this carburetor, That is 
operated from the driver’s seat through a suit- 
able connection to the lever (A) on the side 
of the carburetor. This raises and lowers the 
fulcrum of the rocker arm (G) which is insidk 
of the carburetor and raises and lowers the 
needle (B) as it is actuated by the air valv 
(E). 

One of the original features of this car- 
buretor is that of taking a small portion of 
the exhaust gas back into the charge through 
the air valve opening. It has been discovered 
that a part of the exhaust gas mixed with the 


Warehouses: 


GREASES 


LUBRICATING SOAPS. 


MANUFACTURING FOR THE JOBBING TRADE 


Cup Greases, Journal Greases, Graphite Greases, Transmission Greases, 
Axle Greases, Cable Greases, Fibre Greases, Wool Yarn Greases, 
Auto and Motor Oils, Belt Dressings, Oil Soaps 


FACTORIES: 


BUFFALO—CHICAGO 


New York 


Detroit 


San Francisco 
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Price Indicator for Mid-Continent Field 


Oklahoma and Kansas, being official figures of the Prairie Oil & Gas Company, 


Gulf Pipe Line Company and Texas Company 


latter estimated. 


and Independent lines, with stocks of the 


Prices at 

1911. Runs, Shipments. Stocks the Wells 
4,613,899 4,710,733 51,087,764 -48 
4,433,096 4,580,966 49,892,178 -50 
December 4,087,22 4,987,064 50,260,203 .50 

1912, 
4,482,978 4,758,817 48,301,432 -70 

1913. 


charge eliminates the disagreeable pound which 

always more evident with kerosene than 
with gasoline. Water has been used a great 
deal to accomplish this result but the use of 
water necessitates complications and is very 
hard to regulate. Cold weather also prohibits 
the use of water for this purpose. 

This gas mixing feature is claimed as an 
advantage, however; even with gasoline it 
will positively eliminate a carbon knock in any 
motor and has other advantages which are 
hereinafter set forth. 

There is furnished with this carburetor a 
means of regulating the amount of exhaust gas 
used, by the butterfly valve (C). This may be 
operated from the dash and provides regula- 
tion of the maximum expansion period in 
relation to the piston travel under varying run- 
ning conditions. In describing the operation 
of this valve, Harroun says: 

“It is a well known fact that the fuel con- 
sumption per horsepower hour ranges from 
one-half to three-quarters pound per H.P.H. 
at about 1,000 foot per minute piston speed, 
and increases very rapidly, both as the piston 
speed decreases or increases from this point, 
consuming sometimes as much as one and one- 
half pounds per H.P.H. at about 500, and 
1,600 feet per minute piston speed. This is an 
undesirable condition and is due to the fact 
that the speed at which a correct mixture will 
hurn happens to be just right, at 1,000 feet 
piston speed, to give its maximum pressure at 
the moment the crank arm and connecting rod 
are at right angles to each other, and the 
leverage the greatest, therefore, any agency 
that will retard this burning speed without 
retarding the spark timing at slow motor speeds 
will increase the thermo efficiency. Under 
actual running conditions an automobile motor 
is rarely pushed to its maximum or even a 
normal load. 


“Atmospheric conditions such as_ altitude 
and temperature also affect this burning speed 
of the charge, and it seems reasonable that 
there should be some means of control of this 
condition, and this method seems to solve this 


Export Market 
The following has long been termed the 
“official” or “New York Produce Exchange 
export oil market.” It is kept in a “pri- 


vate” book for “statiscal purposes only.” 

Refined oil in bulk, Standard White and 
Water White at New York and Philadelphia 
in cents per gallon. 


Ss. W. w. W. 
Opened’ 1, ci 6.25 
Latest Quotation Feb. 8......5.25 6.25 


problem in a very satisfactory manner. The 
mileage on a gallon of fuel is very much in- 
creased and strange to say the more of this 
exhaust element that is taken back into the 
motor the cooler it will run.” 

Harroun carburetors, the makers say, run 
equally well on either gasoline or kerosene 
without change of adjustment, and that the 
mileage is ten per cent greater when using 
kerosene. Recent tests with this device have 
proved that it will haul one ton one mile for 
one-third of one cent. 


EUROPEAN CONCERNS ‘TO 
HANDLE RUSSIAN OIL 


By Consul General Robert P. Skinner, 
Hamburg, Germany. 

Recent newspaper dispatches have con- 
tained references to the new [European 
Lianosoff petroleum organization. It is 
understood that this concern proposes to 
deal for the present in Russian lubricating 
oils. Two branches have thus far been or- 
ganized. The first of these, the British 
Lianosoff White Oil Company (Ltd.), has 
a capital of $361,875, entirely paid up, and 
has taken over the business of the National 
White Oil Company (Ltd.) in Great Brit- 
ain, Netherlands, and’ Belgium. The con- 
cern has tanks at Antwerp, Amsterdam and 
London, and offices at London, Paris, Brus- 
sels and Amsterdam. 

The second concern of the same name is 
known as the Deutsche Lianosoff Mineral- 
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oel Import Aktiengesellschaft of Hamburg. 
This concern was organized September 30, 
1913, for the purpose of importing, refining 
and selling mineral oils, and “other busi- 
ness.” The capital of the concern is $238.- 
000, in 550 preferred shares of 1,000 marks 
each, and 450 ordinary shares of equal 
amount. The preferred shares bear 7 per 
cent cumulative interest, the preference not 
being effective, however, until January 1, 
1914. After payment of 7 per cent on the 
preferred shares, 30 per cent of any remain- 
ing profits is to be paid as a super-dividend 
on the preferred shares and the remaining 
70 per cent to be distributed among the 
common stockholders. 

The Hamburg Lianosoff concern is to 
make use of the installations of the Min- 
eraloel Lager Gesellschaft m. b. H. of Neu- 
hof, at Wilhelmsburg, near Hamburg. The 
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Price Indicators for Producers and Marketers 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


The following table covers all runs from wells east of the Illinois field, while the shipments include also oil west of that territory. 
Gross stock figures cover all stocks of all kinds of oil held by the Eastern lines. Prices quoted are by the S. O. group of lines, only North 
lime, is quoted for brevity, as South Lima is always five cents lower. All prices are at closing of the month: 


Runs, 


Stocks of Price of Stocks of Price of 

Shipments, Gross Stocks. Pa. Grade. Pa. Grade. Lima-Ind, Lima-Ind. 
January Se eee 2,362,722 5,724,056 15,523,308 4,486,088 -30 4,317,175 $0.82 
2,244,812 5,076,553 15,959,531 4,535,902 1.30 4,383,561 -82 
2,500,542 5,508,624 15,959,531 1.30 -82 
2,143,366 5,953,270 15,928,715 4,198,692 1.30 3,724,478 82 
2,270,443 5,652,992 15,780,145 4,071,571 1.30 3,340,093 92 
2,133,340 5,670,278 15,300,054 3,758,182 1.30 3,207,020 84 
2,188,334 6,000,317 14,239,369 3,523,285 1.30 3,201,967 84 
sen 2,023,108 5,149,269 14,152,613 3,471,669 1.30 3,302,854 
2,176,369 7,146,435 12,399,553 3,493,874 1.35 2,896,457 84 
1,809,624 7,178,469 13,455,640 3,591,920 1.50 2,967,238 
1,936,973 6,988,600 13,083,228 3,791,735 1.50 2,990,298 -95 
March ..cccccscccccsecccvscccesscece 2,399,796 7,658,727 12,491,170 3,965,689 1.50 3,010,540 -98 
2,475,429 5,984,488 11,658,625 4,052,141 1.55 3,022,377 1.00 
08 2,638,288 7,520,630 11,620,775 4,233,146 1.55 2,494,149 1,02 
2,517,194 7,467,739 11,320,615 4,168,146 1.60 2,515,578 1.02 
2,575,483 7,326,986 10,908,167 4,114,242 1.60 2,151,647 1.04 
2,582,757 6,918,272 11,315,925 3,861,026 1.60 2,307,331 1.04 
6 2,253,815 5,331,264 11,248.198 3,720,398 1.60 2,444.979 1.04 
2,380,025 6,151,569 10,616,324 3,386,484 1.65 2,135,500 1.07 
2,125,020 5,415,203 10,340,681 3,408,784 1.85 2,134,642 1.13 
— a 2,280,323 5,301,569 10,422,467 3,499,751 2.60 2,297,860 1.25 
2,244,978 5,355,717 10,191,283 3,555,852 2.50 2,338,451 1.37 
DEN Khisbhiviecdosesanhesneeecie 2,021,132 4,769,906 10,145,879 3,673,992 2.50 2,238,048 1.37 
2,059,994 3,749,084 10,002,976 3,717,662 2.50 2,132,305 1.37 
2,379,743 5,149,737 10,054,231 3,735,756 2.50 2,229,721 1.39 
DEE KerbSb0eSS6s0teeiedeeseenyeenee 2,300,678 5,610,535 9,688,390 3,781,304 2.50 2,045,212 1.39 
2,235,906 5,537,417 9,791,996 3,682,118 2.50 1,955,272 1.39 
2,297,085 5,255,084 9.761,770 3,738,405 2.50 2.031,608 1.39 
2,175,363 5,404,748 9,948,056 3,758,255 2.50 1,943,838 1.39 
Sans 9.129 ATR 4.984.509 19,074,039 3,997.833 2.50 2,026,512 1.39 
02,207,464 5,311,826 10,055,788 4,067,088 2.50 1,778,508 1.39 
1,999,012 5,234,156 9,358,488 3,909,230 2.50 1,645,457 1.49 
December 4,867,707 9,305,680 3,802,741 2.99 623,461 1.49 

Crude Markets 
ILLINOIS. 


Figures of the Ohio Oil Company taking oil in the state of Illinois, represent all 
but some 225,000 to 250,000 bbls. taken from that field each month by the Tidewater 


Pipe Company and Independent refiners. 


1911. Runs. 
2,169,878.48 
2,173,939.43 
2,208,358.29 
2,088,368.54 

1912, 
1,870,413.30 
2,013,419.46 
1, ,225.99 
1,915,926.31 
1,633,536.83 

1913. 

1,614,667.45 
1,478,900.43 
1,469.552.16 
1,407,188.83 
1,471,546.99 


Shipments. Stocks. Priée. 
933,860.48 26,243,014.79 ~ $0.60 
838,565.73 25,635,245.01 .60 

1,218,111.33 23,997,495.65 .60 

1,022,936.26 24,005,009.96 63 

1,132,231.25 24,129,387.96 -63 

1,174,211.17 28,195,749.12 6 

1,231,534.42 22,714,182.54 

1,206,244.36 22,265,927.92 

1,252,987.72 21,904,718.65 67 

1,352,605.31 21,359,482.42 

1,304,662.46 20,211,934.37 .67 

1,454,393.63 19,131,677.63 

1,350,621.49 18,393,303.04 

1,387,078.48 17,706,834.72 

1,532,428.26 17,278,537.27 81 

1,420,013.29 17,001,287.72 .83 

1,301,726.71 16,636,328.76 85 

1,302,536.95 16,235,352.83 

1,327,328.66 15,689,993.67 87 

1,306,562.64 14,682,822.79 87 

1,359,968.05 13,949,064.15 

1,401,806.61 13,039,507.24 90 

1,230,356.57 12,307,724.81 .96 

1,206,516.09 11,598,519.08 1.08 

1,201,633.58 11,134,331.94 1.14 

1,042,833.77 10,366,955.03 1.25 

1,172,521.87 9,966,083.21 1.25 

1,139,433.56 9,486,416.02 1.30 

1,226,624.90 8,990,143.47 1.30 

1,161,666.87 8,111,628.56 1.30 

1,121,491.99 7,618,890.71 1.30 
798,843.16 6,934,310.20 1.30 

1.039.266.97 6.478,498.50 3.30 

1,115,450.85 ,782,397.32 1.30 
$10,906.88 5,875,837.39 1.45 

1,204,374.63 5,613,373.24 1.45 


Mineraloel Lager Gesellschaft m. b. H. was 
organized under a deed of partnership 
signed September 22, 1913, with a capital 
of $238,000, the stated purpose of its organ- 
ization being to warehouse goods of all 
kinds and especially mineral oils, gas oil, 
petroleum, benzine, tar oils and the treat- 
ment of such oils for third parties. 


The tank station at Wilhelmsburg, taken 
over by the new concern, was originally 
started by the Oleum G. m. b. H.; the con- 
struction of the plant, which was stopped 
when the Oleum G. m. b. H. encountered 
difficulties, has been recommenced. 


Charges that the oil purchased for oiling the 
streets of Chicago during 1913 contained more 
than 40,000 gallons of excess water, for which 
the city was charged 7% cents per gallon, were 
made by Francis D. Hanna, secretary of the 
commission of city expenditures. The speci- 
fications permit 3 per cent of water, but 
Hanna’s claims cover the excess above that 
amount, as determined by an analysis made by 
private chemists under his direction. 


The Riverside Western Oil Company has de- 
clared a dividend of 13% per cent on its pre- 
ferred stock, payable February 1. 


Quoted by the predominating pipe line com- 
pany in each field. All prices are at the well 
im barrels of 42 gallons. 

Corrected to February 8, 1914. 
Eastern Fields. 


Prices 
Jan. 1, 1912. 
$2.50 $1.55 
Mid-Continent. 
Kansas and Oklahoma, all 
1.05 
Texas Irields. 
Petrolia (Henrietta) ...... 1.05 
.05 58 
Corsicana heavy ........... -80 
-90 .65 
Louisi.oa Fields. 
Caddo, above 38 deg.... 1.05 .62 
Caddo, .35 deg. ..... .40 
CALIFORNIA. 


7 y (Standard Oil Company prices.) 


San Joaquin Valley. 


Also includes Kern River, Coalinga, Mid- 
land, Sunset, McKittrick and the Lost Hills. 


24 to 26.9 demrees 
27 to 28.9 degrees ....... 
31 degrees and lighter ............ mae: «a 


Ventura County. 


32 to $32.9 degrees ..........- 
33 degrees and lighter ............... 


Whittier-Fullerton. 

Including Olinda, Brea Canyon, Coyote 
Hills and La Habra Valley. ‘ 
22 to 24.9 degrees 64 
28 degrees and lighter 88 


: 
J 
é 
$ 
: 
| 


th 


Coyote 


The National Producer 


‘Supplement to The National Petroleum News 


Vol. V.—No. 1. 


CLEVELAND, MARCH, 1913. 


A Special Section for Producers 


OR the benefit of our many readers among the oil producers, to 
F ake it easier for them to get to their own particular news and 
for us to make up the paper, we start a special section for the 
producers this month. 


This section will contain that portion of the month’s news of 
more interest to the producer than to the refiner or jobber, but we 
would warn the refiner and jobber to watch this section and the pro- 
ducer to watch the marketing section. 


This producers’ section will be slipped into the front of the 
marketing section, but will be stitched separately so that it can be 
removed for the convenience of the producer. 


Commerce Court holds Private Pipe Lines 
can not be forced to be Common Carriers 


Private pipe lines won their fight for 
elimination from the law as common Car- 
riers, in the decision of the U. S. Commerce 
Court in the famous pipe line cases, handed 
down March 11. 

The court held; that 

Congress, in placing pipe lines under 
control of the Interstate Commerce 

Commission, intended and did seek to 

reach the so-called private pipe lines as 

well as the admittedly common carrier 
lines; but that 

Congress had no right to so legislate 
on the private pipe lines and in so far 
as the amendment refers to private lines 
it is unconstitutional. 

The Commerce Court, in response to the 
argument that Congress was seeking, by 
the pipe line amendment, to regulate a 
monopoly, said that it could not see wherein 
private ownership of anything could be a 
monopoly. The court admitted that private 


ownership had “certain advantages,” and 
in the case of the oil producers on these 
“private” lines they might be forced to 
sell their oil at less than its value and to be 
subjected to other disadvantages by reason 
of the “private ownership” of the lines, still 
that was the oil producers’ lookout, not the 
“privately” owned lines, and that the oil 
producer, if he didn’t like it, could go build 
himself a line, just as the “private owners” 
had done. 

The court expatiates at great length on 
the sacredness of “private ownership.” It’s 
doubtful if either of the high priests of 
private ownership in this country, Messrs. 
Rockefeller or Morgan, could have done as 
well. 

As regards the Prairie Oil & Gas Com- 
pany, a “private” line, the court says that 
the Kansas legislature exceeded its author- 
ity when it sought to make all pipe lines 
within its borders common carriers, though 


how the court justifies that opinion in view 
of the stipulation in the constitution of 
Kansas that all charters, permits, etc., is- 
sued under the constitution shall be subject 
to amendment, repeal, etc., at any time, the 
court does not say. 

But, from a practical oil man’s side of 
the case the Commerce Court goes much 
further than to extol the virtues of private 
ownership, as it holds that when thé Na- 
tional Transit Company, a common carrier, 
so incorporated and so operated, built lines 
in the state of New Jersey, because it did 
not incorporate in New Jersey, the common 
carrier features of its charter did not apply 
to the New Jersey end of the lines; so that 
when the Transit Company sold the New 
Jersey end to the S. O. of New Jersey, it 
sold simply so much pipe, “privately” 
owned and “privately” operated. Then the 
court suggests that “private companies” can 
buy up all existing common carrier pipe 
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lines and hold and operate them as private 
lines, and that the public has no voice in 
the matter. If this suggestion is followed 
by the Standard, it would probably mean 
that the Ohio Oil Company, Prairie Oil & 
Gas and another “private” company or two 
would take over all the lines and thus re- 
lieve them of their responsibility to the 
public 

Judge Mack Refuses 

To Join In Decision. 

The opinion of the Commerce Court was 
not unanimous. It was written by Judge 
M. A. Knapp, and concurred in by Judges 
Hunt and Garland, but Judge Mack dissent- 
ed very vigorously. He agreed with the 
majority opinion that Congress sought to 
reach the “private” lines with its amend- 
ment but he held that Congress had power 
to reach and control those lines for the 
public good; that the records show a great 
need for such regulation and that by re- 
quiring these private lines to devote their 
property to a public use when the public 
pays a reasonable compensation for that 
use, as provided for in the act to regulate 
commerce, that that is not confiscation of 
property within the meaning of the fifth 
amendment to the constitution. Judge Mack 
holds that such regulation as Congress un- 
dertook was the only feasible and practi- 
cable regulation at that time and that the 
only alternative was for the government to 
buy up the lines and operate them itself. 

The decision of the court—being the opin- 
ion of the majority—acts to relieve the 
Prairie Oil & Gas Company, the Uncle 
Sam Oil Company, Robert D. Benson (Tide- 
water interests), the Ohio Oil Company, 
and Standard Oil companies of New Jersey 
and Louisiana, from control of the Com- 
merce Commission and under the amend- 
ment, but permits the commission to control 
the other companies that have filed rates as 
common carriers up to the time they see fit 
to withdraw those rates, change their cor- 
porate coats, and call themselves “private” 
carriers. 

Immediately upon the decision of the 
court being given, the attorneys for the 
government gave notice of an appeal to the 
Supreme Court, and hope to be able to get 
a decision from the higher court before 
summer. 

The decision of the Commerce Court was 
confidently expected by all those familiar 
with the ideas of Judge Knapp and the de- 
cisions of the majority, in previous cases— 
ideas and decisions which for the most part 
have been roundly and soundly condemned 
as contrary to law, facts, good reasoning 
and the public welfare; ideas and decisions 
that prompted effort on the part of Con- 
gress to fire the Commerce Court bag and 
baggage; ideas and decisions that prompted 
Congress to decide to shut off its official 
existence, as a body inimicable to the public 
good, after June Ist of this year. 

The two chief points that the court con- 
sidered in its prevailing opinion were, first: 
did Congress intend to reach the so-called 
“private” lines with its amendment to the 
Commerce Act in 1906, and, second, if it 
did so intend, could it do so under the Con- 
stitution. The court said it couldn’t agree 
with the contention of the S. O. attorneys 
that the amendment was misleading and not 
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clear; it held that the amendment was so 
clear as to preclude any room for argu- 
ment, and therein supported the findings of 
the Interstate Commerce Commission. 

In reference to the second point, as to 
the constitutionality of such act, the court 
dwells at length as follows: 

Would Use Only 
Strongarm Tactics. 

“This amendment does not undertake to 
regulate the business in which these pri- 
vate pipe-line companies are and always 
have been engaged. Indeed, it assumes that 
the legal status of such companies, under 
the laws of the states of their creation and 
tested by the nature of their activities, was 
that of persons pursuing a private occupa- 
tion; and it attempts by a legislative dec- 
laration to make that private occupation a 
public calling and to impose upon those 
who pursue it the duties and obligations of 
common carriers. Before the law was en- 
acted their business was private; by force 
of the law itself that business is made pub- 
lic. Nothing which they were then doing is 
subjected to regulation, but they are in ef- 
fect commanded to do something else which 
would be of public concern; and by simply 
declaring them to be common carriers they 
are made to devote their property to public 
use against their will and under the regula- 
tions prescribed by the act. Thus the owner 
of a private pipe line which was built upon 
private rights of way, and which has been 
used solely for the transportation of his 
own oil, is required to open and extend its 
use to whomsoever may desire its enjoy- 
ment, no matter with what resulting incon- 
venience and injury to himself. 

“And this is concededly the intent and 
purpose of the amendment. It is not de- 
signed to regulate some public use to which 
private property has been voluntarily de- 
voted, but it attempts by an act of legisla- 
tion to transmute the agencies of private 
business into instrumentalities of public 
service. In aim and necessary effect it com- 
pels these private pipe-line companies to 
relinquish the exclusive use for which their 
pipe lines were provided, and in which they 
have always been employed, and to place 
them at the disposal, for a compensation 
which public authority would have the right 
to determine, of all such persons as might 
tender oil for transportation. When the 
principle involved in this amendment is 
apprehended, when its far-reaching scope 
and power are perceived, does not the re- 
flecting mind almost instinctively reject it 
as unsound and unjust? Is it not at vari- 
ance with any reasonable conception of the 
rights and immunities of private property 
and the conditions under which it may be 
taken for public use? How can the con- 
clusion be avoided that it operates and 
must operate to deprive the petitioners of 
their property without due process of law 
and to take that property without just com- 
pensation? 

“Upon principle and authority it is not to 
be doubted, and counsel for the government 
do not contend otherwise, that to effect an 
invasion of the rights protected by the fifth 
amendment it is not necessary that the ac- 
tual physical possession of property should 
be taken. It is sufficient if the owner be 
deprived of its exclusive use and enjoyment. 


Cleveland, O 


“Indeed, it had long been held by th 
courts of England as well as the Unite: 
States that when one devotes his propert, 
to a use in which the public has an interes: 
he in effect grants to the public an intere: 
in that use and must submit to be controlle: 
by the public for the common good to th 
extent of the interest he has thus created 
He may withdraw his grant by discon- 
tinuing the use; but as long as he maintain 
the use he must submit to the control. 
Always Were Operated 
As Private Oil Carriers. 

“But this legislation is not of that chara 
ter. None of these petitioners has at any 
time transported oil for others or used its 
pipe lines for any other purpose than th: 
transportation of its own oil which it had 
produced or purchased prior to the tran- 
portation. Nor has anything been done b\ 
them which can be claimed to effect a d¢ 
votion of their property to a public use or 
to give the public an interest in its use, sinc: 
they have always refused to carry oil for th 
public or to permit the use of their lines 
except for the transportation of their own 
property. The effect of the amendment is 
to change the nature and quality of their 
business from private to public, by requir- 
ing them to share with others the facilities 
which they have provided for themselves 
alone and to employ those facilities in the 
service of the public. In our judgment, this 
is something essentially different from and 
quite beyond the power delegated to Con- 
gress to regulate commerce among the 
States; and we are persuaded that a law 
which in intention and result deprives the 
owners of private property of its exclusive 
enjoyment and compels the devotion of 
that property to public use, in the manner 
attempted by this amendment, involves an 
exercise of legislative power in plain con- 
travention of the fifth amendment. No 
Federal statute of like aim and import has 
been brotght to our attention and no au- 
thority has been cited which sustains the 
validity of such legislation. 

“It is mot necessary in these cases to 
consider the circumstances under which or 
the extent to which business activities, 
whether public or private, may be regulated 
by public authority. That is not the point 
in dispute. That the business of these peti- 
tioners, as it is and has been carried on, 
may be subjected to regulation need not be 
in any wise questioned. 

“It is argued, in the first place, that the 
amendment should be construed as in effect 
prohibiting these petitioners and other pri- 
vate pipe-line owners from transporting 
their own oil from one State to another by 
means of pipe lines except upon condition 
that they transport oil for the public and 
become common carriers of that commodity. 

“We are led to reject the contention be- 
cause it involves an erroneous assumption. 
It assumes that one who engages in the 
dealings or activities which constitute in- 
terstate commerce is not exercising an in- 
herent right that springs from.the nature 
and necessities of social order, but is merely 
enjoying a privilege which Congress can 
take away if it chooses or permit on such 
conditions as it sees fit to prescribe. But 
this view, so far as we are aware, has never 
received judicial sanction. 
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March 1913. 


Rejects Plea Against 
Lines as Monopolies. 

“In the second place it is urged, and this 
appears to be the ground upon which the 
eovernment chiefly relies, that the amend- 
nent should be upheld as a valid regulation 
of interstate commerce to prevent monop- 
oly, or, as it is said, to prevent a tendency 
, monopolize, and therefore any incidental 
njury which results must be regarded as 
immaterial. 

‘The properties whose status was at- 
tempted to be changed had been acquired 
by the respective companies under the laws 
of the states of their creation and without 
violation or evasion of any Federal enact- 
ment. Each of these concerns was carry- 
ing on a legitimate business; and the trans- 
fer of the crude oil by pipes from wells to 
tanks, from tanks to points where delivery 
was made to customers, were in every sense 
legitimate business operations. Equipped 
with these valuable aids to their private 
pursuits, the pipe-line owners all at once 
find themselves subject to a law which 
obliges them to become common carriers of 
oil under stringent regulations. It is idle 
to say that they can avoid the obligations 
which this amendment imposes by going 
out of the pipe-line business. Practically 
speaking, they have no such election, be- 
cause the discontinuance of pipe-line trans- 
portation involves the virtual destruction 
and loss of their pipe-line properties. 

“It is quite evident, and the government 
makes no claim to the contrary, that noth- 
ing which these petitioners are doing or 
have done amounts to a violation of the 
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anti-trust law, for here there is no combina- 
tion, no absorption or control of one by 
another, no concerted action of any sort, 
not even a common understanding. This 
being so, it must result that the amend- 
ment in question, upon the theory now con- 
sidered, is of broader scope and much more 
drastic character than the enactment of 
1890, and that, as above stated, is the gov- 
ernment’s contention. 


Lauds Virtues of 
Private Ownership. 


“It is quite impossible for us to perceive 
any such relation unless the operation of a 
private pipe line tends necessarily by its 
nature and the function it performs to pro- 
duce a monopoly. The Government asserts 
that this is the case and bases its argu- 
ment upon that proposition; but neither in 
brief nor oral argument is there any state- 
ment of the grounds or reasons upon which 
the assertion is predicated. Explanation is 
wanting of how it happens, or why it fol- 
lows, or from what facts it is deduced, 
that the private operation of a pipe line in 
the private business of its owner produces, 
or has any tendency to produce, the condi- 
tions and results which the law denounces 
as a monopoly. Much is said about the de- 
bates in the Senate when the amendment 
was pending, and reference is made to the 
report of the Commissioner of Corporations 
submitted shortly before, which gives a full 
account of the investigation that Congress 
had previously ordered. But we find noth- 
ing either in the debates or the report which 
has any appreciable bearing upon the ques- 


tion now considered. The discussions in 
the Senate and in the report of the commis- 
sioner deal with the conditions of unified 
ownership or control by the Standard Oil 
Company of a great portion of the pipe 
lines of the country, including the common 
carrier pipe lines, and the resulting advan- 
tage and power of that company, which 
were alleged to constitute an unlawful mo- 
nopoly. But this comes quite short of dis- 
closing how or why a private pipe line 
used solely in its owner’s private business 
becomes of necessity, or can become while 
so employed, a facility which he may be 
forbidden to use, or the use of which he 
may be compelled to give to the public, be- 
cause it is claimed to be a monopoly or to 
have a monopolistic tendency. 

“We have searched the decisions in vain 
for any definition of monopoly, any state- 
ment of its elements or description of its 
characteristics, which would include or, ap- 
ply to the activities of these petitioners and 
similaft pipe-line owners. In the absence of 
some contract or combination between 
competitors, some mutual agreement or un- 
derstanding which has in view or actually 
results in restricing competitive freedom, 
all of which are here wanting, it would seem 
that monopoly by a single individual must 
consist of or be effected by some acts or 
series of acts or continued course of deal- 
ing which operates to deprive others of 
privileges or opportunities which right- 
fully belong to them and which they would 
otherwise enjoy. But how does the posses- 
sion of a private pipe line by one of many 

(Continued on page 6, column 1 
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Ninety Wells Contracted for Shingle House Alone 


Pennsylvania producers prepare for active season. 
List of new work planned around Bradford 


‘(By Special Correspondent.) 
BRADFORD, PA., March 8.—This is to 
be a banner year for drilling in the Brad- 
In the vicinity of 
have been 


ford oil and gas district. 


Shingle House, Pa., contracts 
made for 90 wells, and it is safe to predict 
that when Spring arrives, at least 100 wells 
will be under way about Shingle House 
In that section the wells produce 


and the larger part of 


alone. 
both oil and gas, 
the territory is under the control of the 
United Natural Gas Company, the Pro- 
ducers’ Gas Company, the Potter Gas Com- 
pany and the Empire Gas and Fuel Com- 
pany. The Wolcott Gas Company, of 
House has several farms under 

lease. A targe number of individual pro- 
ducers in the Shingle House district who 
have a surplus of gas, sell the gas at the 
casing head to the several gas companies. 
In the Shingle House district about 50 


Shingle 


per cent of the wells are pumped by com- 
pressed air, generated from central pumping 
staticns. 

In addition to the companies named, 
there are individual pro- 
ducers who own wells in the Shingle House 
district. The oil producers are not the 
only happy men in the district over the 
present high prices of crude. The farmer, 
who gets one-eighth royalty of the oil and 
$50 a year gas rental from the gas wells 
on his farm, is not finding any fault with the 
present high prices for crude oil. 

Among the producers and gas companies 
planning new work, are the following with 
the wells they will drill: 


probably fifty 


Producers’ Gas Co. ..............30 wells 
United Natural Gas Co. ..........10 wells 
Fay, Scott & Wilcox .............10 wells 
Herrick, Currie & Burns 5 wells 
Wolcott Gas Co. 5 wells 


Shaner Bros. & Co ......-10 wells 

The orders for oil well supplies from all 
over the oil country are very heavy and 
the pipe mills are sold ahead for some time 
Bradford is a great center for second-hand 
casing, tubing and rods, and most of the 
big surplus stock has already been sold 
out. One of the big oil well supply shops 
in Bradford has on its books orders for 
40 new drilling boilers. 

The demand for drillers and tool dressers 
is increasing every day and within the next 
two weeks there will be work for every tool 
dresser and driller who is idle. 

What is true of the Shingle House dis- 
trict is true of every other section. In 
Bolivar township, Allegany county, there 
are more than 2,000 oil wells. 

TO DRILL ON CITY LOTS. 

O. D. Howell is preparing to drill a well 
on the lot in the rear of his residence, No. 
595 East Main street, and L. H. Russ is 
making preparations to put down a well on 
the Lowrie lot on Jackson avenue. It is 
quite probable that the town lot operations 
will increase if the market keeps up. 


J. M. Graham, of Pittsburgh, was a recent 
Visitor in this city. Mr. Graham renewed 
old acquaintances and reviewed the scenes 
af days passed. In the heydey of Brad- 
ford’s oil development, “Jim” was in the 
thickest of the fray. He has a vivid recol- 
lection of many of the incidents of those 
days and delighted in recounting them to 
men who were not fortunate enough to 
have been participants in those stirring 
times of oil, mud and wild-eyed activity. 

Naturally there is much speculation at 
the present time as to what will be the 
outcome of the drilling of the deep well at 
Derrick City by the Bradford Deep Well 
Company. The well has reached a depth 
of 5,115 feet, the greatest depth attained 
by any oil well in this immediate vicinity. 

The Bradford oil field which was opened 
in the late seventies was, beyond a doubt, 
the most prolific and lasting territory ever 
drilled. Anywhere within the defined field 
it was impossible to find a dry hole and many 
of the original producers were in the gusher 
class. It is haped that the deep well will 
develop a good producer of oil or gas. 

The test at Derrick City was started early 
last fall and when the level of the Bradford 
sand was reached there were signs of oil 
and gas. At a depth of 4,100 feet another 
showing of oil and gas was made and at 
4,300 feet a pocket of gas was encountered 
that raised the heavy tools from the bot- 
tom of the hole. It is expected that the 
Medina sand will be found at a depth of 
about 5,250 feet and from this, if anywhere, 
it is generally expected the production will 
come. The wire cable being used is capa- 
ble of drilling to a depth of 5,600 feet. So 
far there have been no fishing jobs, and the 
work has progressed very satisfactorily. In 
one instance there was some caving, but 
this was cemented and there has been no 
further trouble. 


PIONEER PRODUCER DIES. 


The recent sudden death of Peter 
Schreiber, at his home in Franklin, Pa., 
came as a shock to his many friends 


throvghout the oil country. He was born 
at Copley, Pa., October 17, 1835, and was in 
his 78th year. He is survived by one sister, 
Mrs. W. H. Mechling, of Germantown, Pa.: 
his widow and their two children, Forman 
H. Schreiber, living at Forestberg, Md., and 
Mrs. D. Custer Moore, of Franklin, Pa. 
Mr. Schreiber was one of the pioneers 
among the operators of the oil regions, a 
distinction to which even John D. Rocke- 
feller was not entitled. After serving three 
years in the Civil War he went to Pithole 
on August 28, 1865. He operated exten- 
sively and successfully on Oil Creek. Sub- 
sequently he operated in the vicinity of 
3radford, under the firm name of Harsh & 
Schreiber. Some of the first wells were 
drilled in what is now the first ward of 
Bradford city. With the development of 
the industry and the growth of the city, this 
firm donated the right-of-way to most of 


the land for what is now Boylston street. 
Mr. Schreiber lost heavily on the decline of 
the oil market following the Cherry Grove 
development, but with the grit character- 
istic of the real oil man, he never yielded 
to the disappointment and was always op- 
timistic, genial and friendly. 

One experience of special interest to oil 
men was Mr. Schreiber’s fight against the 
Roberts Torpedo Company. With the de- 
velopment of the oil business it was dis- 
covered that the yield of oil could be in- 
creased by exploding charges of powder, 
dynamite or nitro-glycerinein the oil sands 
several hundred feet below the surface. 

Col. E. A. L. Roberts, of Titusville, after 
some experimenting in 1865, received pat- 
ents on a torpedo shell method of ex- 
ploding and also on the use of the fluid 
for tamping the shot, which practically 
gave the torpedo company a monopoly. 
The Roberts Company kept a record of 
wells completed and within a month, it is 
said, sent bills for from $100 to $200 to own- 
ers of all such wells and if not paid 
promptly, suits were instituted to recover. 
Many producers paid the bills rather than 
stand suit. 

Peter Schreiber objected to these meth- 
ods and fought the Roberts Torpedo Com- 
pany in the courts, attempting to have the 
patents annuled on the ground that oil or 
fluid in an oil well was a natural, unavoid- 
able condition and not patentable. Owing 
to financial reverses he did not continue 
the suit to a finish. 

Mr. Schreiber was a leader in the list of 
notable men who supplied the crude petro- 
leum for the new light and power of the 
world which included J. M. Guffy, George 
H. Van Vleck, F. W. Mitchell, Marcus 
Hulings, George V. Foreman, Col. John 
J. Carter, Captain J. T. Jones and others 
prominent and influential in their time. 
Many of these men have passed on to the 
great field beyond this life. Most of them 
began their careers in the lower oil field 
from Tidioute, Pa. to Parkers Landing. 
They received their post graduate course 
in the Bradford field. In this new oil town 
in the Allegheny mountains, they estab- 
lished homes, and with their families 
brought order, reliability and respectability 
out of chaos. These men have done their 
parts in political, business, church, school, 
social and society life of this community, 
the state and nation. 


The Oil Power Development Company. 
of LaPorte, Ind., has incorporated, in 
Dover, Del., with a capital of $3,500,000 to 
promote oil combustion for furnaces, tur- 
bine engines, etc. 


The Consumers’ Refining Company, 0! 
W. Va., with a capital of $500,000 is re- 
ported to be making preparations to build 
a big oil refinery at Cushing, Okla. 
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HOYLETON,ILL., FAILS 
TO PRODUCE WELL 


Gives Violent Signs of a Boom but 
the Oil Neglects to 
Show Up. 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

CARLYLE, ILL., March 7.—Last week 
the village of Hoyleton, in Washington 
county, which adjoins Clinton on the south, 
was threatened with an oil boom “of vast 
proportions,” as reported by some of the 
enterprising newspaper correspondents. The 
press agents sent out the dope that a. 
veritable gusher estimated all the way from 
twenty-five to three hundred barrels a day 
has been drilled in. The well was drilled 
on the Brinkmann land, a half mile south 
of an eighty acre piece, but mapped as be- 
longing to H. Kastin and in Sec. 13, Cen- 
tralia. The drill was down 1,592 feet. 

The roseate accounts of the alleged well 
naturally caused a rush of the talent to the 
new “field,” but according to reliable re- 
ports they “walked right in, turned around 
and walked right out again.” 

Different opinions prevailed. The hope- 
ful ones refused to state that no oil was in 
the well, for they had no personal knowl- 
edge of the exact condition, but these gen- 
tlemen did say, “That it does not look like 
an oil well,” yet all of the newspapers in 
Washington county published reports with 
much positiveness that the grease is there 
in paying quantities. Because of this mass 
of contradictory evidence the proposition, 
in a way, has quite a few of the old heads 
guessing. It is a cinch that the Hoyleton 
people have been convinced, and especially 
the landowners. The latter are holding 
tight until fancy bonus prices are offered. 

IT’S A LOCAL CROWD. 

The well is located about two hundred 
feet from the milk condensery, which is 
only a short distance from the business 
section of the village, although in the out- 
skirts on the south side. The steam for 
the drilling was furnished from the boiler 
in the condensery, and the active part of 
the operations has been under the super- 
vision of Louis Minter and Julius Hanke, 
both of Hoyleton. For several years the 
citizens of that village and vicinity have 
been trying to persuade oil men to make a 
test, but no one with the cash could be in- 
duced to take the bait. The opening up of 
the field near Carlyle in 1911 made the 
Owners of land all the more anxious. After 
months of efforts the proposition was boiled 
down to the point where it was satisfactory 
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to all interests. During the first half of 
last year the Hoyleton Oil and Gas Com- 
pany was formed, and the stock was sold 
to raise money for the initial test. Leases 
on about seven thousand acres of land were 
taken by the company, the owners of the 
land to participate in the profits, if there 
were any. 

The work, started last September, has 
been very slow, due partly to a shortage in 
finances. During the forepart of last week 
the members of the drilling crew confided 
to their employers, so the story goes, that 
they had just tapped the oil sand, and there 
was no doubt about having the pay dirt. 
Operations were stopped immediately, then 
the newspaper correspondents got busy. 
When the oil men arrived on the scene all 
operations had ceased. 


They found a “cold job.” Whether the 
hole was half full of oil, or only had a bar- 
rel or two in it could not be told with any 
degree of accuracy, but there was no evi- 
dence of a gusher. This compelled all to 
rely entirely upon the statements of the 
drillers as to the conditions, so there you 
are. The owners of the alleged well claim 
that the drill will be sent into the sand this 
week, and that it is going to be given a 
shot. It is claimed that the oil was found 
at the depth of 1,560 feet, the depth of the 
pay sand in the Sandoval field. Hoyleton 
is about sixteen miles southwest of San- 
doval. 


Hoyleton is located in the northeast cor- 
ner of Washington county. It is eighteen 
miles southeast of Carlyle across the coun- 
try, and is about twelve miles southwest of 
Centralia, and the same distance northeast 
of Nashville. The only railroad facilities 
are on the Illinois Southern, extending 
from Salem, on the Baltimore & Ohio 
Southwestern through Centralia, Hoyleton, 
Nashville and thence to Chester, in Ran- 
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dolph county. It is a German Lutheran 
settlement of about five hundred persons, 
all very thrifty. If a real oil boom comes 
the facilities for caring for the people will 
be wholly inadequate, therefore much build- 
ing will have to be done. For this reason 
Centralia and Nashville will derive much 
benefit from the development work. 

Seven dry holes have been drilled in vari- 
ous parts of Washington county, but this is 
the first test to be made close to Hoyleton. 

The state geological survey reports rec- 
ommend especially the territory in the vi- 
cinity of Hoffmann, nine miles southeast of 
Carlyle, and due north nine miles from 
Hoyleton. A mile south of Huey, four 
miles east of Carlyle, and five north of 
Hoffmann, there was a showing of oil in a 
well completed in 1911. There has never 
been a test made between Carlyle and Hoff- 
man, or between this city and Hoyleton. 
Several dry holes have been drilled between 
Hoyleton and Sandoval. 


The county court at Portland, Ore., turned 
down all bids for fuel oil made this month by 
the local oil companies. This fuel oil is to 
be used in all county institutions and for 
sprinkling the roads. The county commis- 
sioners claim that the oil is being sold to 
downtown buildings at a lower price than the 
oil men offered it to the county, and they 
charge a combine. Last year the county spent 
about $15,000 for oil arid it is believed this 
will amount to a great deal more this year. 
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Gloom Still Hangs Over the » 
Town of Allendale-——That Was 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

ALLENDALE, ILL., March 8.—Gloom 
has not as yet been chased away from the 
oil development in Wabash county, and the 
operators are beginning to realize more and 
more every day that they have received one 
of the worst trimmings ever experienced. 
Those who have production never know 
when they are going to hit a duster; then 
the holding qualities of a well are just as 
uncertain. Quite a few of the producers 
that started in as gushers are now only 
small pumpers. It is becoming more evi- 
dent every day that the pool is narrow and 
spotted to an extent never yet found in II- 
linois. 

The Siam Oil and Gas Company, the 
pioneers in the pool, got another duster 
the past month, their No. 2 on the Edwin 
Smith farm, heretofore the best property. 
The Ohio got a three barrel well in their 
No. 5 on the Caroline Smith farm. 

A showing of oil was found in the test 
being made on the Oldendorph farm, in 
Mt. Carmel township, several weeks ago. 
Arrangements are now being made to give 
it a shot. 

The one test made on the Risley farm, 
near Keenburg, southwest of Mt. Carmel, 
seems to have convinced the Ohio Com- 
pany that no pay dirt is in that part of the 
county. They have turned back practically 
all of the leases held in that vicinity. This 


territory is down in the southwest corner 
of Wabash county. 

Several tests will be made in Edwards 
county, adjoining Wabash on the west, 
during the year. The Albion Oil and Gas 
Company has been organized and stock is 
being sold. The contract for a well to be 
drilled on the Dixon farm, east of Albion, 
has been let to Charles F. Burton. An ar- 
ticle published in a Grayville paper, in 
which it is claimed that oil was found in 
Edwards county many years ago, has at- 
tracted much interest. It reads: 

“After seven years of silence as to the 
log of the Kershaw well, drilled west of 
this city in 1906, Perry O. Laughner makes 
a statement to the Albion Oil & Gas Com- 
pany in which he admits that oil was found 
in the Kershaw well at a depth of 1,180 
feet, in August, 1906. The secret was made 
known after Mr. Laughner had_ secured 
considerable of the company’s stock.” 

The first test completed in Saline county, 
southwest of Wabash, was a duster. The 
hole is located on the Hale farm north of 
Harrisburg. Other wells are drilling in 
the same counties; also in Jackson, Ed- 
wards, Washington, Union, Perry and St. 
Clair counties in Southern Illinois. Tests 
are being promised for Franklin, William- 
son, Johnson, Hardin, Pope, Massac, Pu- 
laskia, Alexander, Wayne, Hamilton, White, 
Jefferson, Randolph and Gallatin counties; 
therefore it will be seen there is much wild- 
catting ahead for the south end of the state. 


Commerce Court Decision on Pipe Lines 


(Continued from page 3, column 3) 

oil producers or dealers take from the oth- 
ers any privilege or opportunity which is 
rightfully theirs or which they are justly 
entitled to share with the more fortunate 
owner? Of what right can they be said 
to be deprived, or in what respect are they 
subjected to any injury or disability which 
is illegal? 

“True, the possession of a pipe line en- 
ables its owner to transport his oil to the 
refinery or other market at very small cost 
compared with any other means of convey- 
ance. The practical result may be, and in 
most instances doubtless would be, that 
other producers find it to their interest to 
sell the output of their wells to the owner 
of the pipe line, and in this sense it may be 
said that they are obliged to sell to him. 
Granted that his pipe line gives him such 
command that he is able to control or even 
fix the selling price of the crude article in 
that particular field or territory, upon what 
sustainable theory can it be claimed that 
other producers are deprived of anything 
which rightfully belongs to them because 
they do not or can not provide themselves 
with the same means of reaching the mar- 
ket? And upon what conception of con- 
stitutional rights can it be contended that 
Congress has the power to transform this 
private pipe line into a public facility and 
require its owner to become a common car- 
rier? If this can be done, if a mere act of 
legislation can change the legal status of 
his property from private to public and com 


pel him against his will to devote that prop- 
erty to public use, with all the burdens and 
obligations which he must thereby assume, 
is not the fifth amendment as to him shorn 
of its vitality and its protective power re- 
duced to a shadow? 

Private Owners Not to 

Blame, if They Own it. 

“In the nature of things one who owns 
private property of substantial value has an 
advantage over those not fortunate enough 
to have similar possessions, and this ad- 
vantage ranges through all degrees. It fre- 
quently results in commercial dominance of 
precisely the same sort and quite as com- 
plete as the alleged monopoly here consi- 
ered. But the advantage so acquired, what- 
ever its degree, is not monopolistic, nor are 
we able to see that it has any tendency, 
much less an inevitable tendency, to bring 
about the conditions which constitute an 
unlawful monopoly, except upon the so- 
cialistic theory that all private ownership 
is indefensible and that everything should 
be held in common. The simplest concep- 
tion of private property implies possession 
which is exclusive and enjoyment from 
which others may be debarred; it can not 
otherwise be private. The advantage which 
comes from its legitimate use is a neces- 
sary incident of private ownership, and it 
is a misuse of terms to say that this ad- 
vantage tends to monopoly. Although the 
private use of private property excludes 
others from the benefits and opportunities 
which the owner enjoys, and which might 
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accrue to others if they shared in that use, 
yet this is not monopolization, whatever its 
indirect consequences, because those w! 
are excluded have no rightful claim to that 
which belongs to the owner himself. 

“It may be that the greater number of o1! 
producers are virtually compelled to sell 
their output to the owners of private pipe 
lines, because they are unable or unwilling 
to build pipe lines of their own, or because 
there are no common carrier pipe lines to 
which they have access, but we are quite 
unable to see how the situation in which 
such producers are placed gives them the 
right, or what constitutional power Con- 
gress can exert to endow them with the 
right, to use the private lines of petitioners 
and other private companies, or how the 
denial of such use is a monopolistic ex- 
clusion or indicates a tendency to monopoly 
which deprives these private owners of the 
protection guaranteed by the fifth amend- 
ment. In our judgment there is no basis 
for the contention that the pipe-line amend- 
ment has any real or substantial relation to 
the monopoly alleged to result from the na- 
ture and methods of pipe-line transporta- 
tion. 

“We are impressed with the series and 
unwelcome responsibility of invalidating in 
any respect an act of Congress, because it 
manifests an exertion of power in excess 
of constitutional limitations. But we can 
not escape the conviction that this pipe-line 
amendment plainly invades the rights se- 
cured to these petitioners by the fifth 
amendment.” 

Mack, Judge, dissenting: 

“On the fundamental question of the con- 
stitutionality of this legislation, under which, 
in effect, interstate transportation of oil 
by pipe lines is prohibited unless the trans- 
porter will act as a common carrier subject 
to the provisions of the interstate com- 
merce act, I am compelled to dissent. 

“In my judgment, the act is within the 
power of Congress to regulate interstate 
commerce. This power may be exerted for 
many purposes: directly, to remove re- 
straints thereon or obstructions thereto; in- 
directly, to conserve the public health or 
morals or to promote the general welfare. 
The means to be adopted for the accom- 
plishment of a legitimate purpose rest in 
the sound discretion of Congress subject 
only to the limitation hereinbefore stated. 

“What, then, is the object of this act? 
Its aim is neither completely to take from 
the owner or absolutely to prohibit his use 
of pipe lines theretofore within his exclusive 
control; it does, however, condition that use 
in interstate commerce upon his permitting 
a like use by the general public on pay- 
ment of reasonable compensation therefor: 
the alternative is to cease to operate them 
or to dispose of them. 

“Clearly, therefore, the general purpose is 
to regulate interstate commerce in oil; the 
immediate specific object is to remove 4 
serious obstruction to the free play of com- 
petitive forces in the industry, to prevent 
a monopolization of a part of such com- 
merce. It is immaterial that this purpose is 
not proclaimed in the act itself; the history 
of the legislation and the debates, partic- 
ularly in the Senate, leave no room for 
doubt as to the evils which Congress and 
the public generally believed to exist. 
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Electra Pines for the Puffs That Go to Cushing 


North Texas field has nearty as much oil, greater pros- 
pects—so they say—but can’t break onto the first page 


WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS, March 6.— 
it seems to me that there is considerable 
more in the proper distribution of printer’s 
ink than one is prone to believe. The ad- 
vertising that an oil field gets either makes 
it or condemns it. 

The above remarks are a 
from the popularity of the Cushing oil field 
in Oklahoma. Everywhere, from the little 
hamlets to the thriving oil country cities, is 
Cushing known for its great area, and its 
daily production. Heralded as the greatest 
ever, without a peer and few equals. Now 
| have gone into the matter pretty thor- 
oughly and I find that the production of the 
Cushing oil field is just a little better than 
20,000 barrels daily. Its area in compari- 
son to that I am about to make is not so 
large, yet it is the headliner in all the oil 
papers. The Electra, Texas, oil field is 
larger in area and is only from two to four 
thousand barrels per day less in production 
than the great Cushing field. The produc- 
tion of Electra is a little over 18,000 barrels 
per day, covering an area of twenty square 
miles, that is considered a fair risk for 
drilling. 

[ cannot understand why the Cushing 
field is boosted, and the Electra field is 
knocked when this comparison is so favor- 
able. True, the great element who adver- 
tise the fields are more in evidence in Okla- 
homa. These are the men who do things; 
they are the promoters of the oil country 
the same as the promoters in the industrial 
world. They go out in the highways and 
byways and dig up a lease that has been 
overlooked in the great scramble and make 
it worth the money by legitimate advertis- 
ing. The North Texas field had a lot of 
them in the beginning, but the lack of inde- 
pendent capital caused their life to be rather 
hard, and they left for greener fields, such 
as they found in Oklahoma. 

It is little wonder that all the good 
stuff here is held by a few companies; for 
had the boys stayed here, they would have 
overturned heaven and earth for a market 
for their leases, and that would have meant 
competition—the life of business. Instead, 
the large producers’ employes sit on their 
revolving chairs and look at the legitimate 
speculator as if he were a man without a 
country, knowing full well that the time 
will come when they can have the leases at, 
or near, their own price. We have an oil 
field that is a crackerjack, and had we but 
half of the Independents that are operating 
in the Cushing field our oil field would be 
known from the Gulf to the Great Lakes, 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and in- 
stead of producing a paltry 18,000 barrels 
per day she would be putting to her credit 
at least 40,000 barrels per day, for it is here, 
and all its needs is the puncture to show it. 


GETS BIG WELL. . 

The logic of the above remark was dem- 
onstrated on the ninth of February, when 
the C. P. Co. drilled in its No. 13 on the 
Honaker farm. This well showed an initial 


subtraction 
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production of 1,700 barrels per day, then 
dropped to 1,500 barrels, and the latest re- 
port is that she is keeping up her 1,500 
barrel gait. This well shows the possibili- 
ties of this field. However, it did not open 
up anything new in the way of extension, 
but it was in the 1,630 foot formation— 
that would indicate that it was in the freak 
class the same as the Eeds—where the 
Southwestern Oil Company got a well that 
has been making sixty barrels for the past 
five or six months, and all others were dry. 
This new well is out in the Marriott and 
Miller districts. There have been a very 
few wells drilled to this formation, and it 
is not yet known what area this sand cov- 
ers; however, the Producers Oil Company 
found the sand in their Bickley 80 feet 
higher, and it burned the rig down and is 
flowing at something like a hundred barrels 
per day. 

But as a 33d degree optimist I must write 
as such, and I have hopes in the near future 
there will be the right ones come here and 
give us the development that we deserve. 

Burkburnett, in spite of the two new dry 
ones, looks like a good bet yet. The north 
side of the field seems to have little value 
in oil production, but the south, southeast 
and southwest still come to the front with 
agreeable regularity; the Warren’ well 
south, the McBride well southeast, and the 
Sands’ well southwest, all of 50 barrels per 
day or better, should point the way to 
spend the money. 

And then, when things were getting pain- 
fully quiet, and the sun’s brilliancy seemed 
to be clouded, our old friend John W. Dy- 
son and Company, on the Hortoin and 
Walker tract, one mile southwest of the 
Sands well, brought in a well at 720 feet 
that is actually making ten barrels per day, 
and furnishing its own fuel. When we 
wrote John’s graphic history a few months 
ago, he seemed all fussed up over having 
his picture in the POIPER. If he does this 
again we will photograph him life size and 
put on twelve sheets of THE NEWS. But, 
joking aside, we are glad that John’s re- 
ward for his gameness seems adequate, for 
there are few who are deserving of more 
good luck than the old scout, J. W. D. 

There’s something starting in Stephens 
county, Texas, that is brand new. The 
Vivian Oil Company, of Oklahoma, E. D. 
Clark, president, and general manager, is 
drilling a well in the southwest part of the 
T., E. and L. Co. block No. 1,070. This 
well is reported as rigging up, and we hope 
that he will find the fluid, as this country 
has had its bumps, and we now hope for 
the best. 

Doctor Miller and Puffenburg are 2,200 
feet deep on their test in Stephens county, 
Texas. They have put in the above amount 
of 6%-inch casing and will drill this well 
to a depth of 3,000 feet. 

There seems to be a misunderstanding 
about the number of wells that the Corsi- 
cana Petroleum Company were to drill in 


Archer county. If they have to go back 
and drill twenty-six more wells it will work 
a hardship on them, but it will be an educa- 
tional feature. 


The sensation of the year happened this 
month when the C. P. Co. drilled in its No. 
13 Honecker. The well startled the na- 
tives by producing one thousand barrels per 
day the first twenty-four hours, then went 
to seventeen hundred barrels for a couple 
of days, then mudded up for a day or so, 
when it began to do business right by mak- 
ing 1,500 barrels. At our last report it was 
still making that amount of oil, which was 
on the twenty-fifth. The well came in on 
the ninth and is 1,640 feet deep. This is a 
new sand. The Producers Oil Company, in 
an offset well, burned the derrick down, 
but the offset is flowing at the rate of a 
couple of hundred barrels per day. She 
may show more when drilled in. The Pro- 
ducers well got the sand at 1,560 feet, 
eighty feet higher than the C. P. Co. The 
sixteen hundred foot sand has not been 
very regular and the well looks a little like 
a freak, as it seems to be in the same sand 
as the Eeds, where they’ have drilled six 
dry holes around one well that is now pro- 
ducing about 50 barrels. 


There is a great possibility in a field like 
Electra when there is a chance of getting a 
nice well from just under the grass roots 
to 2,000 feet. As a result, the production 
will show a material increase for the month. 

There are some wells that, before your 
paper reaches the reader, will be either pro- 
ducers or dry. Their depths are tabled be- 
low: 

Corsicana Petroleum Co.— 


Feet 

Sands No. 2 (spudding) ............ 
Schmoker No. 2 (in the sand and 

Schmoker No. 3 (for the average 

Producers Oil Co.— 


Morris No: 1 
J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co.— 

Staley No. 1 

Roller No. 1 

All the above is in the Burkburnett dis- 
trict. 

The Interstate Oil Company Borchauit 
No. 2 is reported as making a well at 1,450 
feet, good for 50 barrels. This is the sec- 
ond well on the Borchault farm and each 
is in different sands. 


The United Oil Company of Pittsburg. 
Pa., is having plans made for a new two- 
story brick and re-inforced concrete build- 
ing on the North Side, Pittsburgh. The 
cost of it is estimated at $50,000. 
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Mixed-Up Litigation over 
Oil Lease ends in Draw 


The criminal proceedings of Overall ver- 
sus G. W. Mason, for false pretense, for- 
gery and fraud, have been dismissed, and 
the plaintiff pays the costs. This legal 
controversy was over Mason leasing some 
land from Overall, Mason being acquitted 
on the charge of forgery and the other 
Mason leased the land 
and sold the leases to the Producers Oil 
Company for $7,500. He left for the East 
shortly after the transaction and bought 


cases dismissed. 


somewhere in the neighborhood of $6,000 
in New York drafts. When he presented 
the drafts for payment, at St. Marys, W. 
Va., he found that payment had_ been 
stopped, pending the litigation. Of course, 
in the meantime the leases had been con- 
demned, and the Producers Oil Company 
had brought suit to recover the money 
from Mason and Overall. This tied the 


money up indefinitely and Mason is the 
goat. Had this land proven valuable, the 
Producers Oil Company would want their 
money back, would they not? Yes, they 
would not; for be it known that Overall 
was offered $37,000 for the land he had. And 
the Producers themselves paid $7,500 in 
cash, and.some in oil for 75 acres off the 
same tract. This particular transaction of 
the Producers Oil Company is not viewed 
with favor by the fraternity. It is the first 
case to my knowledge in the history of the 
oil country that an oil company bought a 
lease, and, because it came in dry, wanted 
the man who sold it to them to give back 
the money. In the oil game, I will say for 
their information, that there are few times 
that the cards are ALL marked, and then 
the piker can call for a new deck at his 
election. 


Duncan, Oklahoma, Gets Sad Blow 


Duncan got its first real hard wollop this 
month. There were three completions to 
the shallow sand where the gas is produced 
The well drilled by 
Story and Hosford in Section 1 in the 


in the initial wells. 


northwest of the southeast, town 1 N., 
range 6 W., is dry at 960 feet. This well is 
located one mile north of the Touthed 13,- 
000,000 foot gasser of Skelly’s, and makes 
those playing the north end of the field 
skeptical. Then comes in the Hosford and 
Story well, Section No. 30, located in the 
southeast one-quarter of the southeast one- 
quarter town 1 N., range 5 W., with salt 
water in the gas sand. This looked like a 
real good location up to the time it was 
drilled into the sand two weeks ago. 

The well drilled on Section 10, in the 
northwest of the southwest town 1 S., 
range 5 W., is abandoned at 1,500 feet. 
These two later wells are southeast of the 
original gas well and give that side of the 
field a black eye. 

Skelly’s well on the Colbert tract in Sec- 
tion 12, town 1, north range 6 W., should 
be past the gas sand at this writing and I 
presume that it is. This well is located 
about a quarter of a mile west of the gas 
wells. 


Jott and O’Hara and others are going 
ahead with the laying of their lines to sup- 
ply Duncan with gas. Unless there is more 
gas territory discovered than is in sight 
right now it would not look good from an 
investment standpoint. However, a couple 
of dry holes does not condemn a field any 
more than a swallow brings spring, and I 
have abiding faith in the future of Stephens 
county and believe that time will vindi- 
cate my opinion. 

There is now drilling a well that will be 
watched with a great deal of interest. This 
is near Harrisburg, Stephens county, Okla., 
in the northwest one-quarter of the north- 
west one-quarter, Section 36, town 1 S., 
range 6 W. Greenlees Brothers are the 
operators. 

Down in the Loco district they are still 
Jrying to produce some shallow oil; this is 
about 14 miles directly east of Commanche. 

CARTER COUNTY, OKLA. 

The well being drilled by the Gypsy Com- 
pany in Section 21, T. 2, S. R. 3 W., missed 
the oil in the Wheeler sand at 920 feet and is 
being drilled to 1,500 feet. At this writing 
the well is down 1,120 feet. 

There are to be drilled five wells in Till- 
man, and as many in Cotton and Com- 
manche counties. 


Some Personals of Wichita 


Old Frank Wilbur is registered at the 
Westland from Bartlesville, Okla. Frank 
seems to have found the spring of eternal 
youth, as he looks just the same as he has 
for the last sixty years. If a feller could 
keep him awake long enough he might tell 
what it is, was it, yes? 

Doctor W. H. Knapp, of Chicago, is in 
Wichita Falls. We are informed that he 
is here in closing up the People’s Oil & 
Gas Company’s business. He was president 
of this company. 

We are very sorry to learn that Ed Mor- 
gan will have to move the rig on the Crow 
well. This well was nearing the sand and 
was looked for, and hoped for, as a good 
one, as it was well located. In addition to 


the fact that Ed had an interest in it, he 
was the contractor, and we were all hoping 
that he would get a peach. 

George Summers has returned from No- 
wata, Okla, where he has been ill for some 
time with la grippe. But a feller who can 
eat two meals an hour seems to me to be 
on the road to wellville. 

Archy Bowman, manager for the South- 
ern Well Works, was here during the past 
week. He had sent Mr. Fenton, the North 
Texas representative, in advance. It is not 
known whether the Southern Well Works 
will come to Wichita Falls with a stock of 
supplies or not. We hope they do, as Mr. 
Bowman is a big genial fellow, and Mr. 
Fenton is quite popular with the boys. 


Cleveland, O. 


PRODUCTION OF 
NORTH TEXAS 


The drilling wells and rigs of North 
Texas fields are divided and districted a- 
follows: 


The production is distributed as follows: 
ELECTRA. 
-Bbls 
Corsicana Petroleum Co. ........... 6,500 
J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co........... 1,200 
Red River Oil Co. ....... IE tS 500 
BURKBURNETT. 
Bbls 
Corsicana Peiroleam 
Te 
PETROLIA. 
From 260 wells, including the new well 
drilled in recently on Byers farm by 
the Producers Oil Co., the daily pro- 
duction is 


This is the high mark for the North 
Texas field. 


The field stocks and runs are as follows: 


Bbls. 
Magnolia Petroleum Co., stocks, Jan. 
Magnolia Petroleum Co runs, Jan. 
Magnolia Petroleum Co. stocks, Feb 
Magnolia Petroleum Co. runs, Feb. 
213,000 
Texas Company stocks, Jan........ 30,006 
Texas Company runs, Jan..........220,000 
Texas Company stocks, Feb........ 35,000 


Texas Company runs, Feb..........250,000 
Pierce Fordyce Oil Ass. stock, Jan.. 10,000 
Pierce Fordyce Oil Ass. stock, Feb.. 4,000 
Gulf Refining Co. stock in Feb...... 5,000 

You will note that the stocks were drawn 
on to the amount of 96,000 barrels during 
the month of January. The Texas Com- 
pany includes in their runs the delivery by 
contract to the Pierce Fordyce Oil Asso- 
ciation of 30,000 barrels. The Gulf Refining 
Company is now taking care of its own 
production and shipping by tank cars to 
their refinery at Fort Worth, Texas. 

There seems to be a good healthy condi- 
tion in this field, and there are grounds for 
the belief that there will be a further raise 
in the market. 

This field should command a better price 
than that of 95 cents when the quality of 
the oil is considered, as it grades up very 
well with the Pennsylvania product, and the 
expense of operating here is something 
fierce. 
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Ted” Smith Saved by Beautiful Indian Maid 


She stops the ax that is about to fall on the head 
of—Ted’s fourteenth great-grandfather-SAVED 


Rodney G. Smith, Alias “Teddy.” 


HE above is a name to conjure with, 

a name that is sacred in history. I 

have, in an amateur way, tried to 
trace the name of Smith back into sacred 
history, but the nearest I have come to get- 
ting Smith in the Bible is St. John. No 
doubt if the facts in the case were learned 
that John’s last name was Smith. The 
beautiful story of how the Indian chief 
wanted to kill a fly on John Smith’s head is 
too familiar for repetition here, and but for 
the timely interference of the sweet child of 
the cactus that chieftain would have soaked 
John on_his “bean” and exterminated the 
Father of the American Smiths. But Poca- 
hontas saved the Smiths for posterity. An- 
other debt to Pocahontas. 

Teddy (every time I write that name I 
want to sing it, it has rhythm about it that 
should be set to music) was born in sight 
of the now famous Oil Creek, at Oil City, 
Pa. It was quite a while before this great 
event in the Smith family that the Seneca 
Indians scraped the oil off Oil Creek with 
a borrowed blanket and sold it for chil- 
blains, bunions, etc. But at the date of his 
birth in 1879, August 23, oil was still her- 
alded as a cure-all. And the traditions of 
the Indians was that by bathing a youngster 
in the amber fluid he would be immune 
from the shafts of Cupid, and would grow, 
from the sweet, smiling cherub, to a man 
with rare charms. It was a miserable fail- 
ure in the first case, but in the second it 
more than fulfilled the prophecy, as Ted 
grew into a big, round faced, smiling man, 
and does not look unlike the pictures of 
“Mellen-food Baby,” as the accompanying 
photograph will show. 

The parents of our hero exercised great 
care in moulding his youth, anticipating 
great things for the boy, and he has never 
in any way disappointed the fond parents, 
for Ted is really and truly a great man in 
many ways. 

Early in life he showed signs that the 
microbe of wanderlust was racing through 
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his veins. He was well advanced in school, 
being able to read writing at the age of 
fourteen. His father was an oil man, as a 
side line, for his specialty was the supply 
business, and that is where Ted inherits 
his supply genius. 

HIS FIRST JOB. 

The first work that Ted did in the oil 
country was out in the Hocking Valley 
country in the state of Ohio. There he was 
employed as an engineer on a compression 
station. Now Ted had been born and raised 
in the oil and gas region, and knew that a 
light or a lantern would ignite gas (some 
one said he was so green that if the devil 
would get hold of him he would have to 
hang him up to dry before he would burn); 
however, I do not believe this, for he was 
at the thoughtless age, when calico looked 
like silk, and his mind was along the chan- 
nels of bright eyes and flowing hair. This 
accounts for the thoughtless manner that 
our “Little Teddy” carried a lantern over a 
gate box that had the usual number of leaky 
gates enclosed. That he did this is proven, 
for there was a loud report, and the lid of 
the gate box and what was standing on it 
was blown high into the air. People heard 
it miles away and rushed to the scene. One 
young lady (this was before Ted’s mar- 
riage) screamed, while the tears rolled down 
her once rosy cheeks, but now pallid from 
fright, “Where is my Ted. Where is my 
Ted?” And Ted, with a voice with a trem- 
ble like a five-octave organ, said, “Calm 
yourself.” The voice sounded from above 
and the “laidie” thought he was in heaven. 
She looked up and there, sitting in the top 
of a large chestnut tree, was Ted, and on 
one of the higher limbs hung his lantern. 
He claims that it only took one and a half 
seconds to get where he was, but it took 
nearly an hour to get him out. Be it re- 
lated in justice to Ted that he has not been 
guilty of a repetition. 

He, like all great men, has a hobby; Ted’s 
hobby is raising fancy chickens. As a guy 
that raises flowers is called a florist, so I 
thought a man inclined to poultry should 
be called a poltroon, but about the time I 
had this written my censor came in and 
elucidated the word poltroon to me and 
strongly advised not to use it, so I will 
substitute the word chickenologist. Now 
that is a fierce name to call a friend, but 
that is what he is—“a chickenologist.” 

He never read any book on chickens, but 
swears he is going to write one on how to 
raise chickens. (By the way, the writer 
lost three of his laying hens the other night 
and maybe he has been putting into prac- 
tice his art of raising chickens from the 
roost.) One year ago early in the month 
of February he set a hen on thirteen nice 
big, thoroughbred, registered white leghorn 
eggs. Every day after the third day he 
dragged his wife and family out to that 
henhouse to see if “sompin’ was comin’ 
out.” The old hen worked diligently until 
the big snow in North Texas last February. 
This hen had been raised in the balmy 
South, and had never seen snow, so when 


Ted made his daiiy trip to see if “sompin’ 
had come out,” he saw the old hen sitting 
up on the side of the nest looking down at 
the eggs ‘that were covered with snow. 
There was chicken gumbo at the Smith 
house that night. 

I could tell deeds of heroism done by 
Mr. Smith that would make some of the 
medal decorated heroes by the Laird of 
Skibo look like false alarms. But in his 
modesty he would not like to have them 
told, and because of the love that I bear 
Ted, I will refrain from publishing them. 
He entered the supply business for Bovaird 
& Seyfang, at Woodsfield, Ohio; that was 
but a round in the ladder. The National 
Supply Company saw his worth and they 
made him manager of their branch at 
Woodsfield. At Illinois he was the state 
manager of the Boviard & Seyfang Com- 
pany, and from there he went to Oklahoma, 
when he came here as the state manager of 
the Frick Reid Supply Company. And here, 
let me state, that it is through his magnetic 
personality that the Frick Reid Supply 
Company has attained its present popular- 
ity, for here the competition is the keenest 
that I have ever seen. The personality of 
the local management has all to do with 
the securing of orders, when all prices are 
the same. 

Ted is a big man in many ways; he 
weighs over two hundred pounds, wears a 
number 17 shirt, and a 7% hat, eyes that are 
like the Texas sky, and hair, well, it is 
about the color of a new cable. His con- 
versation is slow, and he uses elegant lan- 
guage. You never hear Ted say, “Let’s go 
and have one.” He usually states the case 
clear and concise by saying, “I have suffi- 
cient of the root of evil located in the right 
hand pocket of my jeans, to cause the dis- 
penser of liquid refreshments to set forth 
the needs of those present.” 

He is thirty-four years old, and looks 
about twenty-six. That is explained be- 
cause he has not had many troubles. Seri- 
ousness to Ted is a joke and he hates a 
pessimist worse than the devil hates holy 
water. There, may be in the wide domain 
of the oil country a man that has as many 
friends as he, but it is a hundred to one bet 
that there are none who have more. 

When Ted is called on to deliver the last 
order, we wish him the favors that he has 
deserved, for his life has been spent in do- 
ing the right thing at all times, and while 
the oil country is full of big, bright and 
popular men, Rodney G. Smith stands side 
by each with the best. 

And now when the days grow shorter, and 
the years are flying fast, 

And the sun’s rays fall obliquely on mem- 
ories that are past, 

We'll drink this toast to you, old boy, as the 
sun sinks in the West: 

“May your declining days be full of joy, 
the happiest and the best.” 

P. S.—Ted has a big 30 H. P. Mitchell 
touring car, and has never been pinched for 
speeding. What do you think about that? 

W. G. L. 
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Wichita Jibes 


The story-teller in Longfellow’s “Hia- 
watha” is touted as being able to accom- 
plish the most wonderful feats in story 
telling, in the following lines, “No one 
could tell a story, but he could tell a 
greater.” So it is in the oil country. The 


only way you can get away with a large 

story is to be able to get the last crack at 

it. 

QUIT CLAIM . DEED TO THE 
HOUN PUP. 


Therefore, KNOW ALL MEN BY 
THESE PRESENTS: That, whereas, 
through the relating of a true story, I, W. 
G. L., came into the possession af a houn 
pup, and, 

Whereas, the said houn pup is still in his 
normal condition, none of him having been 
made into bologna skechesages; therefore, 

Know all men by these presents that 1, 
W. G. L., in my normal condition (please 
note that I do not say sound in mind), of 
Whiskeytaw Falls, state of Texas, assign, 
sell, set over, will and bequeath all my right 
title and interest to and within—including 
his pitiful yelps—the above described houn 
pup to C. N. Sherman, Hobart, Okla., his 
heirs, administrators and assigns for ever, 
and may God have mercy on his soul. 

Witness my hand this 27th day of Feb- 
ruary, 1913. 

(Seal) 

Adenda—Assignment from 
to me on record in the kennel. 


W. G. L. 
Bill Dalton 


B. E. Byrne (Byrnie), as he is called, 
spent a couple of weeks in Wichita Falls, 
caring for his duties as the state manager 
of Texas, for the National Supply Com- 
pany. As a manager, Byrnie is a blooming 
success, but as chauffeur, well, he would be 
all right running the Overland out on the 
Wilson ranch, consisting of 40,000 acres of 
fand, but in the two hundred and fifty foot 
streets, Oh, Shaw, of course they are too 
narrow. 


WITH APOLOGIES TO FINLEY 
PETER DUNN. 
"Tis ah of a country, this,” said 
O’Shaughnesy? 
“What’s gone wrong now,” said Hen- 
nessy. 


“Wrong? 


Don’t the constitootion say 
this is a government of the peepul, by tne 
peepul, and for the peepul?” 

“Sure Mike,” says Hennessy. 

“Well, sir, does not the declamation of 
jurisprudence say, ‘All min are created free 
an’ equal, except the nagur?’” 

“Sure it do,” says Hennessy. 

“An’ did or did not the 16th, 32nd or 64th 
amendment of the constitootion make the 
nagur white as us Irish?” 

“It did,” says Hennessy. 

“Thin they found oil,” says O’Shaughnesy, 
“and the state of Noo Jersey created an ob- 
ject bigger’n the whole d—— bunch of 
the land of the free and the home of the 
brave.” 

“Looky-here,” says Hennessy, “I don’t 
know what this is all about.” 


“What's it all about,” says O’Shaughnesy. 
“What's it all about. By the infallibility 
of the Pope of Rome, but ’tis hard to get 
intelligence into that bean of yourn. Don’t 
know what ’tis all about. Hivens, man, 
does not the peepul pay the U. S. geologist 
his wage? answer me that, willoo.” 

“Sure,” says Hennessy. 

“An’ you got to admit that Rottenfeller 
only pays taxes on what he has, doesn't 
he?” 

“Yis, that’s thrue.” 


“Thin why in the name of all the saints 
did that pin head geologist give to thim 
guys in Broadway advance information in 
the structural geology of Cotton county, 
Oklahoma?” 

“IT did not know that they did,” says 
Hennessy. 

“Didn’t know they did? For the love of 
St. Patrick, didn’t know that they did. Why 
Hennessy, if it wasn’t for the fact that you 
and I came over in the same steerage, and 
your grandparents and my grandparents 
were second cozens, I would hand you such 
a wollop on your midilla-obgotlonggetta, 
that every buck-tooth in your bean would be 
loosed from the compactous blow. That 
geologust must have given up his guts to 
the questions of Uncle Jawn, for did not he 
send his servants to the aforesaid county 
and lease in the town, range and section 
that the pin head indicated was the most 
likely to projuce oil, and thin hear thim 
politicins holler about the peepul must rule? 
Hennessy, the whole thing is a joke; don’t 
forget it Hennessy, it’s a joke.” 

“If what you say be thrue, O’Shaugh- 
nesy, the whole country is going to the 
dogs, an’ we as the PEEPUL, should in- 
sist on a muzzle placed on every office- 
holder in the United States, and the muzzle 


only removed while he eats, and under 
guard. I will write Congressman Mul- 
cahy and have him make such a law. But 
how do you know this is thrue?” 

“By the preponderous evidence. You 


go down and see a doctor, Hennessy, and 
see if there is not ivory enough in that bean 
of yours to start an up-to-date billiard par- 
lor. Go and see about it now Hennessy.” 


OPERATORS OPPOSE 
TAX ON THE BOILERS 


Oil contractors and operators of Hancock 
and Wood Counties, Ohio, at a meeting in 
February, appointed W. J. Frey, treasurer of 
Hancock County, to appear before the Senate 
committee against the boiler inspection bill. 
This bill provides that all boilers in Ohio must 
be inspected every time they are moved; al- 
lows the inspector fourteen days to make the 
inspection, and provides for a charge of $8.00 
for each inspection. Mr. Frey, for oil oper- 
ators in those two counties, asked for an 
amendment so as to exclude portable boilers 
used for heating, pumping or steaming oil, 
gas or water wells; as otherwise this bill 
would practically put the small contractors 
out of business and seriously injure the oil 
trade. 


Cleveland, O. 


WICHITA PERSONALS 


We are in receipt of a letter from M. W. 
Shriver conveying the news of his father’s 
death. We extend our sympathy to M. W. 
in his bereavement. 

I had known Brent Shriver, as he was 
called, for a great many years. When | 
first met him he was secretary of the Low- 
ther Oil Company, in West Virginia. He 
has been identified with the oil industry for 
the past twenty-five years. He leaves a 
wife and two children. He was a 32nd de- 
gree Mason, and had been state secretary 
of the American Mechanics for the past 
twenty years, 


A new organization called the Toyah Val- 
ley Oil and Gas Company, with headquar- 
ters at Wichita Falls, is making its entry 
in the oil game in North Texas. The offi- 
cers of the company are J. H. Sanderson, 
president; Davis McCulloch, secretary and 
treasurer, and B. F. Robbins, vice presi- 
dent and general manager. They have con- 
tracted with some local parties here to 
drill 15 shallow wells in the shallow terri- 
tory of Jack county, Texas. The geolog- 
ical report on this district is quite favor- 
able, as there are only three places in the 
United States where this grade of oil is 
produced—Franklin, Pa. California and 
Jack county, Texas. The quality of this 
oil is such that very small wells can be op- 
erated at a profit. Operations will be be- 
gun within the month and will be carried 
on to the extent of discovering whether it 
is a paying venture or not. We wish them 
success. 

Every one in North and South Texas and 
Louisiana knows that genial, big, thorough- 
going fellow, H. N. Cole. He has been the 
guy that hires de blokes for the Sun Oil 
Company in North Texas for the past 18 
months. He moved here and was both 
proud and happy in his home and of his 
high-class Rhode Island Red chickens. He 
felt sure that his life, while a busy one 
here, would have the comforts of warm 
slippers and cheerful fires on his return. 
But the company decreed otherwise, and 
where Cole once lived there is a stranger, 
and he has had to leave the comforts of 
home for the necessities that are served at 
the hasheries at Tulsa, Okla. Well, old 
sport, if it is not to your liking there, you 
are assured of a warm welcome in Wichita 
Falls. We congratulate you on the pro- 
motion, but we sure hate to lose you, and 
the clarion notes of your “big red rooster.” 


Plan New Refinery 

Shreveport, La. is to have a new re- 
finery. Local oil men have organized the 
Process Fuel & Refining Co., capitalized at 
$500,000. For the present the new concern 
will do only a brokerage business, but as 
soon as preparations are completed will 
commence the erection of the refinery. 

The officers of the company are S. A. 
Guy, president; F. W. Plumb, vice presi- 
dent, and D. C. Richardson, J. D. Wilkin- 
son and T. R. Hughes, directors. E. M. 
Gribble, former general manager of the 
Purified Petroleum Products Company, will 
be the general manager of the new con- 
cern, 
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Shoshone, Wyoming Field Responds to Drill 


Good report is made of all the territory in 
the state—Suit may settle title disputes 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

LANDER, WYO., March 6.—Recent 
drilling on the Shoshone Reservation, about 
eight miles north of Lander, has established 
the fact that there is a large field there, 
where a fine grade of oil is reached at about 
300 feet. There are now several wells there 
within sight of ach other, where the oil will 
average in each, fifty barrels a day, and 
from two of these wells the oil is now 
being put through a gravity pipe line to 
the railroad, about a mile distant. It is 
the contention of oil men that by going 
down 1,000 feet or more very heavy pro- 
ducing wells can be had. 

Oil in about the same quantity was 
struck in the first wells in what is now well 
known as Salt Creek section, and at about 
the same depth. A dozen or more wells 
were for years pumped and the oil freighted 
to Casper, a distance of fifty miles by 
wagon, before deep drilling machines were 
put in, and now one company alone, the 
Mid-West has fifty-one completed wells. 
Of these only twenty are being drawn on, 
and one of these has a capcity of 1,000 bar- 
tels a day, and during the year recently 
closed had to its credit 270,000 barrels. 
This company has a pipe line to Casper, 
where it has a large refinery, and is filling 
the orders of the Continental Oil Com- 
pany (the Standard) in this section of the 
state. 

The wells on the reservation, north of 
Lander, are on the same anti-cline as is 
the Dallas oil field, about’ eighteen miles 
southeast of Lander. These are the oldest 


Would Make 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

LOS ANGELES, March 4.—State Sen- 
ator Hewitt has introduced a bill in the 
California legislature to make all California 
pipe lines common carriers and under the 
State Railroad Commission’s jurisdiction as 
to rates and regulations. 

Now the only common carrier is the Union's 
line between Los Angeles city and harbor 
and the southern fields. The others have re- 
fused to do any public service and have 
sought to avoid all entanglements by building 
on private ground. «Lines of the Standard, 
Associated, Union, Producers Transportation 
Company (Independent agency) and General 
Pipe Line, covering every field in the state, 
will be affected. 

Producers differ somewhat as to the benefits 
of this. Some think the consumers alone 
will profit, that there will be a general under- 
settling of markets and that the small pro- 
ducer now gets every benefit possible by sim- 
ply joining the Independent Agency, the door 
to which is again wide open. These urge that 
co-operation in marketing is the only hope. 
They argue that the consumers have no 
ground for asking help as they are getting 


oil wells in Central Wyoming, and consist 
of about one dozen wells which are con- 
nected by pipe line with the railroad at 
Wyopo, three miles from Lander. The 
Wyopo Company a couple of years ago 
had a contract to supply all of the engines 
on the Northwestern R. R. between Lander 
and Chadron, Neb., but through some al- 
leged irregularities of the manager, the 
company went into the hands of a _ re- 
ceiver, and the wells are also now closed 
pending litigation. When the affairs of this 
company are adjusted these wells will add 
considerably to the output of oil in the 
state. 
SEARCH CONANT CREEK. 

There is now considerabe activity in filing 
on oil property on Conant Creek, about ten 
miles east of Riverton, which is about 
twenty miles north of Lander. This re- 


~ gion is also on the same anti-cline as the 


Dallas and Shoshone Reservation field. 
There was some development work done 
on Conant Creek several years ago by 
Davenport, of the Brunswick-Balke people, 
of Chicago, but through alleged mismanage- 
ment by their local manager they gave up 
the field, which is a most promising one. 

The proven oil land in the Salt Creek 
section is being enlarged with the drilling 
of each well outside the lines. In two 
cases recently good wells have been got 
well outside the boundaries set by geolo- 
gists as oil lands. The Blackmore Com- 
pany within the past few days have got a 
good well where but a year ago no oil 
man would have thought of drilling. 


To show the nature of this country, the 
Salt Creek, an incident which happened last 
month might be worth mentioning. On 
Section 36, which the Mid-West Oil Com- 
pany have leased from the state, and pay 
a royalty up into the thousands of dollars 
every month for, this company have a num- 
ber of gushers capped to prevent a deluge 
of oil over the surrounding country. Re- 
cently oil has burst through the surface 
in three different places, two hundred feet 
from any well. These volunteer gushers 
throw oil to a heighth of three feet, and it 
was necessary to construct a reservoir to 
receive the oil and prevent waste. This 
phenomenon is attributed to the fact that 
the strong gas pressure in the wells drilled 
nearby forces the oil up through the crev- 
ices in the underground formation and thus 
forces an outlet at the surface. 

This company is now developing the 
Lucky Strike claims, which adjoin the Salt 
Creek field. 

The government through the attorney 
general of the U. S., has attacked the valid- 
ity of the title of certain lands in the Salt 
Creek field, claimed by the Mid-West Com- 
pany. Suit was filed in the district court at 
Cheyenne about ten days ago. It is a case 
of whether or no the lands were legally 
filed on and transferred to the Mid-West 
Company previous to their withdrawal from 
entry by the government. The suit by the 
government is welcomed by the company, 
as it will do much towards clearing up 
the titles to a great deal of land in that 
field. 


California Lines Carry For All 


fuel cheaper than ever before and cheaper 
than elsewhere generally. 

On the other hand, there are earnest ad- 
vocates among the oil men. Some fear that 
regulation of charges might result in break- 
ing the contracts between the agency, the 
Union and the Producers’ Transportation 
Company and thus break the combine. Some 
few among the law’s advocates frankly say 
this is one thing that they seek to accom- 
plish. 

NOT IN INTERSTATE COMMERCE. 

California lines do not go outside of the state, 
but all tranship oil to steamers and cars that 
do. Upon the theory that this may render 
them subject to federal jurisdiction, as rail- 
roads and steamers so operating within a 
state have been held at times, J. W. Jameson 
and Timothy Spellacy wrote to Interstate 
Commerce Commissioner Lane suggesting 
that, if no action is taken by the state, it 
might be well for the federal government to 
investigate. Mr. Lane has replied that, if the 
courts sustain the commission’s order as to 
the pipe lines in the east and middle west, the 
entire subject, including California lines, will 
be reopened. 


Mr. Jameson has also inquired and is in- 
formed by the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, that no permits have been granted 
to any pipe line to cross government lands, 
according to the land office records. He is 
looking up what lines have built across such 
unoccupied lands, apparently trusting to luck 
to handle any question raised. That some, 
if not all, have done this in the San Joaquin 
Valley seems likely. Also he questions their 
right to build solely on the strength of the 
locators’ permission over occupied, but un- 
patented, lands without a government permit. 
It is almost certain that every line in the 
valley is without federal permit. 

The purpose of this last inquiry is to raise 
a question as to the right of Congress to 
require permits to be obtained and to insert 
a provision that none be granted to a line 
not a common carrier and to make all lines 
obtaining permits subject to federal regula- 
tion. Mr. Jameson has written to California 
senators and representatives to look into this 
and to guard against any bill slipping through 
to allow permits to be given without these 
conditions. 

The Mascot Oil Company, of which Timothy 
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asked the state 
railroad commission to force a reduction of 
the railroad freight rate on oil from the San 
Joaquin Valley fields to Los Angeles and San 
Francisco. 


Spellacy is president, has 


It is now approximately 40 cents 
a barrel. 
GENERAL PETROLEUM-UNION. 
Unverified cir- 
culated that the full payments on the General 
Petroleum’s purchase of the Union Oil Com- 


would be 


rumors have been widely 


pany made within ninety days. It 
is more or that the 
deal may be completed before 1915, the time 
limit. So 


less generally believed 
Hallgarten & Com- 
pany’s conditional option has not been settled 


yet 


far as learned 


Absolutely no found here who 
believes that the Shell-Royal Dutch has any 
the General 
taken 


one can be 


connection with companies. 


Europeans are not very seriously in 


California at present. They have landed one 
cargo of benzine at Seattle, but not a gallon at 
Los Their 

largely paper, 
they are striving to remedy this. 
of Mr. Harris, 
fornia, to 


San Francisco or Angeles. dis- 


tributing system is although 

The failure 
first in Cali- 
liberal offer sub- 
mitted by the Union at his request to act as 
agent for his all the Pacific 
coast markets was a surprise to those who 
knew the facts. 


when he was 


accept a very 


company in 


On the other hand, many profess to see the 
Standard’s hand in the General Petroleum- 
Union deal. They maintain this chiefly on the 
ground that the deal is too big for others to 
handle. Denials, published as advertisements 
by President Schofield of the Standard of 
California, are accepted at face value as to 
that corporation, but some think the “Standard 
Oil” capitalists may put through a deal ignor- 


ing the California company entirely. Many, 
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however, do not believe that Standard money 
is involved. 

Andrew Weir, the English ship operator, 
and a group of English stockholders in the 
General companies have been inspecting the 
pipe line and properties. 

The General Pipe Line Company will lay 
a branch from Lebec to Mojave, the Santa 
Fe and Southern Pacific junction, and there 
ship all its oil to Arizona, New 
Mexico, southern and Utah. The 
distance is fifty miles and oil will run by 
gravity. 


northern 
Nevada 


Probably all oil now shipped from 
the San Joaquin Valley south by cars, whether 
commercial or railroad fuel, will eventually 
go by pipe to Mojave at least, so as to 
eliminate the difficult haul the 
track over the Tehachapi mountains used by 


over single 
the two railroads jointly and becoming more 
congested each The railroads them- 
selves once surveyed a route for a pipe line 


year. 


to Mojave for this purpose. 

The State Railroad Commission has refused 
the Midway Gas Company a permit to operate 
its 160-mile natural gas line to Los Angeles 
just built at an expense of $1,500,000 until 
it eliminates clauses in its contracts with local 
distributing companies which, the commission 
says, are intended to establish a monopoly. 
There is a strong agitation in Los Angeles 
against permitting a charge of 63 cents per 
thousand cubic feet to ordinary consumers 
which has been hinted at by the company as a 
fair basis. This is universally believed to be 
responsible for the commission’s course. An- 
other reason advanced by the commissioners 
for their act is that the title to part of the 
Southern Pacific lands is disputed by the 
government. U.S, Attorney McCormick says 
the decision was not asked by the govern- 
ment. 


List of Wells Near El Paso 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

EL PASO, TEXAS, March 5.—There 
are two oil producing wells in the Dayton- 
Artesia field in the Valley, New 
Mexico, just north of the Texas boundary 
line, and gas well producing at more 
than 400 pourids pressure through one-inch 
pipe in sufficient quantity to supply this place 
with all gas necessary for the homes, stores, 
streets and factories. 


Pecos 


one 


Already there is much 
excitement around there. 

In the Brown well two miles east of Day- 
ton, there is a daily production of 100 barrels 
by pumping. The production of this well is 
increasing at the rate of three to five barrels 
a day. The hole was very poorly drilled. At 
950 feet down the well makes over 900 gal- 
lons of water per minute, though the new 
packing has reduced this flow considerably., 

The Everest well, which the Pecos Valley 
Oil & Gas Company is operating, has a water 
flow of 900 gallons of water a minute and 
makes ten barrels of oil a day. This is two 
miles northeast of Dayton. 

The Belt or Williams well is also making 
ten barrels of oil a day, besides furnishing 
sufficient water to irrigate 160 acres of land, 
and gas sufficient for household purposes. 

The Frisch well is a gas producer even 
larger than the Platt well, and is still further 
east. It is not being worked at present as 
the owners are awaiting patent to the land. 


The pipe is there to be laid into Dayton to 
supply it with gas. 

The Munsey well, three miles southeast of 
Dayton, produces oil. The Rhodes well, three 
miles southwest of Dayton, produces several 
barrels of oil a day. The Bolt well, seven 
miles from Dayton and one mile from Lake- 
wood, makes five barrels of oil a day. The 
Swingle well, in Seven Rivers, makes four 
barrels of oil a day. The Mann well in the 
same neighborhood makes two barrels of oil 
a day, and the same for the Baugh 
nearby. 


well 


LOG OF WELL. 


The Seven Rivers Company is drilling and 
the log for the first 535 feet is as follows: 
Four feet, soil; 1 foot, concrete; 7 feet, 
sandy; three feet, gravel; 5 feet, red clay; 
10 feet, concrete; 30 feet, red clay; 7 feet, 
lime and a little water; 73 feet, white 
gypsum; 7 feet, red sand; 30 feet, hard, 
shelly formation; 3 feet, red clay; 19 feet, 
white gypsum; 3 feet, red sand rock, smells 
of oil; 15 feet, red sand rock; 13 feet, water 
rock, fresh; 18 feet, gypsum; 18 feet, black 
sulphur rock, more water; 11 feet, hard gray 
sand rock, very brittle; 35 feet, white gypsum; 
12 feet, lime shells; 6 feet, hard lime and 
gypsum. 


Note.—From 291 to 294 oil shows up good 
while running the slush bucket. From 291 


Cleveland, O. 


to 385 feet, oil sand, showing a thickness of 
74 feet of oil sand. 

Work has begun drilling on the Rorbaugh 
place and will go to a depth of 2,500 feet, 
three miles east of Dayton. 

C. R. Troxel, of El Paso, and R. T. 
Caovert, field manager of the Dayton Pe- 
troleum Company, have location for the first 
well on the Cass and Hammett lease one 
mile east of Dayton, between the Brown well 
and Williams well. This is the first well 
by the Doheny syndicate of California. An- 
other rig will be up soon on the Kissengen 
lease. This syndicate has secured 6,000 acres. 

H. L. Noah, of Alva, Okla., has organized 
a company of several Iowa bankers, secured 
2,000 acres of land in the same oil belt and 
is now in the field with the geologists. He 
has just had six jugs of oil from the Brown 
well analyzed with the following results: 


Kerosene 


Special gravity of kerosene (38-B)... 832 
Gravity of crude oil (25-B).......... .906 


E. H. DeVore, mining geologist, of Beau- 
mont and Humble, Texas, has organized a 
company and secured over 2,000 acres and 
will begin drilling soon. He says there are 
three large pools of petroleum. 


Mr. Riggs, of Sonora, has leased some 
land of the Seven Rivers Company and 
secured a rig to drill 2,000 feet. 

The Pecos Valley Oil & Gas Company is 
now ready to go deeper in the Everest well, 
having taken out all the cement and a tele- 
graph pole put therein some time ago to 
plug the gas and oil until a patent to the 
land was secured. There is 400 pounds of 
gas pressure at the present depth. The water 
will be cased off. There is now a flow of 
ten barrels of oil a day. 


There are seven companies now organized, 
all operating or soon to operate, in the Day- 
ton field. 


CONFER ON DRILLING 
IN COAL FIELDS 


The final conference of coal operators, 
mining engineers, state mine inspectors, 
state geologists, and oil and gas men to 
discuss the escape of gas from gas and oil 
wells into coal mines, and proposed legis- 
lation which will protect the oil and gas 
wells and also the coal mines was held in 
Pittsburgh, Pa., March 11. 


The questions involved have been dis- 
cussed at a number of previous confer- 
ences and at the meeting February 26, a 
sub-committee to the general committee 
made a report giving an outline ef uni- 
form legislation to be proposed for the 
states in which oil and gas wells and coal 
mines are found. This sub-committee is 
composed of W. L. McCloy, of Pittsburgh, 
Pa., superintendent of gas interests in 
Pittsburgh of the Philadelphia Company; 
E. B. Moore, chief engineer of the Con- 
solidation Coal Company, Fairmont, W. 
Va., and O. P. Hood, chief mechanical en- 
gineer of the Bureau of Mines Experiment 
station, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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High Crude Shows in Annual Statements 


Pittsburgh Companies promise big earnings this year 


on the new market. Last year was very fair 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

PITTSBURGH, PA., March 8.—The 
most interesting news originating in the past 
few days was the annual reports of the 
various oil and gas companies of this city. 
They were eagerly awaited, inasmuch as they 
gave evidence of what profits can be ex- 
pected resulting from the advance in the price 
of crude oil. These reports were expected 
to show improvement over previous state- 
ments, but they were even better than ex- 
pected. The reports include ¢hat of the 
Manufacturers’ Light & Heat, the Okla- 
homa Gas Company, the Arkansas Gas Com- 
pany, the Pure Oil Company, Union Oil and 
Prairie Oil & Gas. 

The Arkansas Gas Company earned from 
sales of gas $674,612 and received from mis- 
cellaneous sources $675, making the total 
gross earnings $675,287. The expenses were 
$301,092, leaving net income from operations 
of $374,205. Bond interest, field development 
work charged off, etc., amounted to $345,704, 
leaving surplus earnings for the year of $28,- 
500. The surplus now stands at $28,804.85. 

The annual report of the Union Oil Com- 
pany shows that company’s sales of crude oil 
and refined petroleum amounted to $17,219,821, 
compared with $14,660,177 the year previous, 
and $10,813,072 in 1910. Thus the 1912 busi- 
ness increased 89.9 per cent over the 1909 
gross, 59.3 per cent over that of 1910, and 
17.5 per cent over 1911. Lyman Stewart, 
president of the company, says it is not im- 
probable that with the high prices prevailing, 
gross business for 1013 will show an increase 
of 100 per cent over 1909, or an average in- 
crease of 25 per cent per annum in the last 
four years. 

The Osage and Oklahoma Gas Company 
drilled nine new wells last year, eight of 
which were productive. The recent develop- 
ment of a deeper sand in the Osage, together 
with prospects for a further extension of the 
pool, were among the most encouraging de- 
velopments of the year. Customers now num- 
ber 4,802, an increase of 506. Fifteen miles 
of new pipe line were completed, making a 
total of 135 miles now in operation. Feb- 
ruary 1st, $25,000 bonds were paid off, leav- 
ing a total of $75,000 now standing. Gross 
earnings were $198,740 against $161,798 the 
previous year. 
to $125,877. 

The Prairie Oil & Gas Company paid off 
$1,000,000 of its bonded indebtedness, leav- 
ing that item $9,000,000 against $18,000,000 at 
the time of the Standard Oil dissolution. 

Manufacturers’ Light & Heat in the past 
fiscal year cancelled $1,690,000 of its bonded 
indebtedness, reducing the annual require- 
ments on account of maturities from $700,000 
a year to an average of about $525,000 a 
year for the ensuing eight years to 1920. 
In the year the company delivered to cus- 
tomers 4,598,982,000 cubic feet of gas in ex- 
cess of the previous year. The increase in the 
average price for oil was 37% cents a barrel 
and the net income from all operations in- 
creased $866,840.49 over the previous year. 


The surplus now amounts 
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Of the wells drilled and purchased 40 were 
productive of gas, 13 were productive of oil 
and 20 were dry holes. The company now 
holds under lease 304,505 acres of oil and 
gas territory and operates a total of 2,355.39 
miles of pipe lines of all sizes from two 
inches up, an increase of 51 miles. Gross 
earnings for the year were $5,919,421, ex- 
penses $3,139,947, and net $2,779.475. The 
profit and loss surplus is now $3,840,440. 
HOW HIGH GRADE HELPED. 

President H. C. Litzinger, of the High 
Grade Oil Refining Company, in a circular 
letter to producers says in part: “When 
we began to purchase oil the price of crude 
was $1.30 per barrel. At that time we agreed 
to pay a premium of 15 cents a barrel up to 
a certain price. You know it to be a fact 
that we have done much better than was 
promised and have continued to pay this pre- 
mium, notwithstanding the fact that the mar- 
ket has gone much higher than the point 
named. However, the prices on the finished 
product have not been advanced along with 
recent advances in crude and in order to 
keep pace with these prices, and with the 
purpose in view of doing justice to our 
stockholders and protecting the interests of 
producers, we know you will approve our 
action in discontinuing the premium.” 

After serving the Standard Oil Company 
for the past 22 years, Robert S. Hampton 
retired from active participation in the busi- 
ness of that company, he having reached the 
limit of 60 years. For a number of years 
he held the position of treasurer of the Mid- 
land Oil Company, Ohio Oil Company, Marion 
Oil Company, Mountain State Gas Company, 
and the River Gas Company. He was pro- 
moted to general auditor of these organiza- 
tions in 1895 as well as of the East Ohio Gas 
Company, Hope Natural Gas Company, the 
Carter Oil Company, Prairie Oil & Gas Com- 
pany, Oil City Fuel Supply Company, Buffalo 
Natural Gas Company, Clarksburg Light & 
Heat Company and all of the Standard pipe 
line companies having offices in the west. 

The Logan Oil & Gas Company is drilling 
a test well on the Sutton farm, in Hocking 
county, O., the result of which will be spe- 
cially interesting to holders of National Fire- 
proofing stock, inasmuch as the 45-acre Sut- 
ton farm adjoins the large tract of property 
owned by the National Fireproofing Company. 

L. S. Clark has just purchased through 
the Johnston Hall agency the oil lease of 
Philip Hesch, located about a mile east of 
East Titusville. 

The Superior Oil Company of Pittsburgh 
brought in well No. 4 on the John Auld 
farm, South Franklin township. The drill 
penetrated to the fifth sand and a show for 
a 20-barrel producer is apparent. 

Is there a big oil and gas pool underlying 
Carrick and Knoxville, suburbs adjoining 
Pitssburgh on the South Side? About a mile 
north of the city the Benedum-Trees Oil 
Company has completed a wildcat on the 
Stella Hayes farm and has a gasser in the 
McMurray sand, estimated to have a capacity 


of 2,000,000 cubic feet a day, with a _200- 
pound pressure. The well is being tubed. J. 
F. Grimes, president of the Knoxville Gas 
Company, together with Albert Knabb, have 
contracted with Bachman, Roudert & Com- 
pany to drill a well in the center of Knox- 
ville to a depth of 2,500 feet. At present 
the Manufacturers’ Light & Heat furnish 
this part of Greater Pittsburgh with gas. 
The first detailed report ever made public 
by the Pure Oil Company has been issued. 
It shows the daily production and market 
prices for the company’s oil and its sub- 
sidiaries at the close of 1912 as follows: 
Pure Oil Company, eastern division, average 
daily production 471.48 barrels, price, $2; 
Western division, 742.55 barrels, $1.08; Pure 
Oil Producing Company, 238.97 barrels, $2; 
Pure Oil operating in Illinois, 77.09 barrels, 
$1.08; Pure Oil operating in Louisiana, 443.83 
barrels, 91 cents; Quaker Oil & Gas Com- 
pany, 1.084 barrels, 83 cents; Northwestern 
Oil & Gas Company, 252.75 barrels, 83 cents. 
Daily average production from all sources, 
3,310.76 barrels. The book value of the stock 
is placed at $11.38. Net earnings for 1912 
were $1,678,601, an increase of $72,149. 


UNION GAS OF 
CANADA GROWS 


The Union Natural Gas Company of Cana- 
da, Limited, recently held its annual meeting, 
and re-elected the following officers and di- 
rectors: 

A. S. Rogers, of Toronto, Ont., president; 
P. A. Little, of Buffalo, N. Y., vice president; 
D. A. Coste, of Niagara Falls, Ont., secre- 
tary and treasurer; L. E. Willet and F. E. 
Ogden, of Buffalo, N. Y., and S. L. McKay, 
of Windsor, Ont., directors. 

The Union Natural Gas Company of Cana- 
da, Limited, is the largest: natural gas com- 
pany in western Ontario, and has pipe line 
systems from its gas field on the north shore 
of Lake Erie to all the cities and villages 
in that section of Canada. It supplies Wind- 
sor, Sarnia, Chatham, Petrolia, Dresden, 
Ridgetowr and many other cities. 

The gas field owned and controlled by this 
company has an advantage which usually does 
not go with the business. It is situated on 
the north shore of Lake Erie about forty 
miles east of Windsor, and all indications 
point to a large body of gas underlying the 
lake. As the pressures decrease in the wells 
on shore, the gas underlying the lake will 
travel in to replace it. So this company prac- 
tically has the benefit of two gas fields and 
the expense of developing only one. The 
gas is found at about 1150 feet, atid there are 
approximately 100 to 200 feet of gas-bearing 
sand. The great thickness of this gas-bear- 
ing formation, and the large body of gas 
underlying the lake make this gas field the 
most remarkable one in the country. A\l- 
though the field has been drawn upon dur- 
ing the past four years, yet the wells show 
but slight diminution of either pressure or 

volume. 
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Wild-catters Now Waiting Only for the Spring 


West Virginia promises its most active year in 
new territory—field report from Parkersburg 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
PARKERSBURG, W. VA., Mar. 


Wherey cr 


8.— 


there is a formation in these 
hills of West Virginia which leads one to 
suspect that oil will be found there will be 
the wild-catter the coming 
The winter months have found him 
active in the state, and 
although his drill so far has disclosed little 
of value, some small wells have been found, 
enough to stimulate activity and to cause 
more tests to be drilled in 
treasured fluid. 


activities by 
spring. 


many sections of 


search of the 


Since the advent of $2.50 oil thousands of 
acres of leases have been taken up in Jack- 
son, Clay, Gilmer, Wayne and Logan coun- 
ties, where the wild-catter is most active. 
Work is brisk in many other counties, but 
the development is confined mostly to fairly 
well defined fields, and in a few, as in Wood 
county, to drilling for shallow oil, which 
Was not so much desired a few years ago 
when large wells were being found in so 
many places, and a ten-barrel well was not 
looked upon as a paying investment. 

About the only thing of any great im- 
portance which has been found in the last 
month is in DeKalb district, in Gilmer 
county, where a 20 barrel well was drilled 
by the Crude Oil Company on the Heine- 
man farm. This well caused a rush for 
leases in that vicinity and within a few days 
every available acre for miles around was 
picked up. This, however, cannot be con- 
sidered as strictly a wild-cat proposition. 
For several years there has been some de- 
velopment going on in the neighborhood of 
Newberne, Gilmer county, and a large num- 
ber of good gas wells have been drilled. 
The new well is ahead of production for 
some distance, and leads operators to be- 
lieve that the oil pool has been discovered. 
The older development in Gilmer county 
was confined chiefly to Troy district. 

Several thousand acres of land have been 
leased in Washington and Ripley districts, 
Jackson county. Several test wells have 
been drilled in this territory and, although 
nothing of any importance has been found, 
the different companies which have drilled 
the tests seem to believe that a pool will 
yet be discovered. The William Seymour 
Edwards Oil Company and the Oil Fuel 
Company hold most of the leases in this 
section. 

In Boone county a large amount of land 
is under lease and a few producers have 
led to the belief that a good field will be 
opened up in that section. 


WOOD GETS NEW ONE. 


Dr. W. S. Keever, J. C. Carter and C. M.. 


Martin, all Parkersburg men, have com- 
pleted their test on the J. H. Smith farm, in 
Tygart district, Wood county, to the Sec- 
ond Cow Run sand, and the well will make 
sat least five barrels per day. This well was 
to have been drilled to the Berea, but op- 
erations were stopped when the pay was 
struck in the Second Cow Run, and if it 
holds up at five barrels it will not likely be 


drilled deeper. The pay was struck at 960 
feet, six feet in the sand. 

This well will likely cause a large amount 
of new development in this section of Wood 
county. Tygart district has been less tested 
than any other in the county and five bar- 
rel wells are good payers at 960 feet. 

The No. 5 well on the Adam Feick farm 
in Walker district has been completed to 
the Second Cow’ Run sand, and it will be 
good for from an eight to ten barrel pump- 
er. This property is owned by Congress- 
man-elect Hunter H. Moss, Jr., Attorney 
R. E. Bills, George 
Parkersburgers. 


and other 
The company has a large 
lease in that vicinity and every well that 
has been drilled is a paying investment. 

Work is active in the vicinity of Mole 
Hill, Ritchie county, since this territory was 
opened up a few months ago. 

Trainer Brothers, of Salem, have com- 
pleted their test on the McCullough farm 
in Clay district, and have a good gasser. 
The same company has a rig up for a test 
on the Whitecotton farm, in the same dis- 
trict, and will begin drilling at once. 

The Haddox Oil Company, composed of 
R. K. Jones and others, mostly Parkers- 
burgers, have a rig up for a test on the 
Harper farm, on Haddox run, in the same 
district and county. 

The Mole Hill Gas Company has a ma- 
chine in for a test on the Cunningham farm. 

The Hope Natural Gas Company has a 
rig up for a test on the Fannie McKinney 
farm. 

The Claremont Oil Company, in which 
J. R. Anderson, of Parkersburg, is the 
principal stockholder, has completed its 
test on the Henry Moats farm, near Coke- 
ley, in Grant district, Ritchie county, and it 
is good for about a 20 barrel producer. This 
well was drilled in territory which was con- 
demned several years ago and a well which 
was reported dry was drilled within 1,000 
feet of the new well. The Big Injun forma- 
tion is very hard in that section and the old 
wells had not been shot with a sufficient 
quantity of glycerine. This well was looked 
upon as a rather important test, as it opens 
up considerable new territory. 

J. R. Anderson and others are drilling on 
the A. W. Lemon farm in Murphey district, 
Ritchie county. This well will be drilled to 
the Big Injun. 

IN KANAWHA COUNTY. 

Few extensions have been found in any 
of the old fields, and the completions for 
the month have not been very encouraging. 
More new work is being done on Falling 
Rock Creek, in Big Sandy district, Kanawha 
county, than in any other section of the 
state. The O’Connell Oil Company has 
completed its No. 15 on the Gashorn heirs 
farm, in this district, and it is making 125 
barrels per day. This is’ the most impor- 
tant well drilled in that vicinity lately and 
leases have been taken miles ahead of the 
development. 

There is considerable new work being 
done in the northeast extension of the Blue 


Meyers 


Creek field, but nothing of importance has 
been found. One redeeming feature of the 
wells in this section is that they are holding 
up fairly well and that operators are stimu- 
lated to drill for small producers. 

In Wetzel, Monongalia, Harrison and 
Marion counties considerable new work is 
being done, but mostly in defined territory. 
Operators will drill for small wells in some 
of this territory, and it will see an awaken- 
ing of activities in the spring. 

ACTIVITY AT WHEELING. 

Considerable excitement has resulted at 
Wheeling since the drilling of the small 
well in Ohio county last month. A large 
amount of territory has been taken up near 
Mount de Chantal and several wells are to 
be drilled. 

Harry Seybold has started a test on the 
Rudler farm. 

E-x-Sheriff Louis Steenrod and Frank 
Swift, of Wheeling, have secured leases on 
several farms in Pleasant Valley, near 
Wheeling, and will begin operations soon. 
The first well will be drilled on the Steen- 
rod farm in the early spring. A well was 
drilled on this farm several years ago, but 
it was not thought worth pumping at that 
time. However, since the well was aban- 
doned, oil has flowed from it on several 
occasions and some people are of the opin- 
ion that a good pool will be developed in 
that section. Thousands of dollars have 
been lost in drilling for oil in the vicinity 
of Wheeling, both on the West Virginia 
and the Ohio side, but nothing better than 
a few little pumpers in the Stackyard dis- 
trict was ever found. 

PARKERSBURG PERSONALS. 

Ralph Cummings, contractor of Penns- 
boro, was in Parkersburg the last of the 
month. 

Richard V. Dennison, of Sistersville and 
New York, was the guest of Elmer E. 
Whiting, purchasing agent for the South 
Penn Oil Company, for several days the 
last of the month. , 

Ed. A. Mead, contractor in the Blue 
Creek field, in Kanawha county, spent the 
last week of February with his family in 
this city. 

Joe Sidwell, division superintendent for 
the South Penn Oil Company, spent the last 
week of February in the oil fields in the 
southern part of the state. 

Daniel Bailey, oil well driller of Eliza- 
beth, who has been located about 600. miles 
north of Medicine Hat, in Alberta, Canada, 
returned home, February 26. He has been 
in the employ of the Canadian Oil & Gas Co. 

All of the Parkersburg oil well supply 
shops have been working night shifts for 
some time to supply the demand for oil 
field machinery. 

A. Gardner Jackson and George Carney, 
well known local oil men, were at Cannell 
City, Kentucky, last month looking over 
the territory in that section with a view of 
making investments. Mr. Carney is now in 
Michigan looking over the new oil fields in 
that section, 
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Oklahoma Producers Organize New Association 


Robert Galbraith, Pres. new Oklahoma 
Producers’ Association. 
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Oil Men Band Together 
in Effort to Obtain 
Needed Legislation 


Oklahoma producers have organized an ag- 
gressive association, which promises to look 
after their real needs hereafter in first class 
shape. 

The association is the result of having to 
fight unfair legislation at the legislature. It 
so happened that this legislation hit the more 
the others. 
active Independent producers harder than 

Robert Galbraith, verteran producer, was 
made the president and A. F. Watts, secre- 
tary; J. J. Moroney of Okmulgee, vice presi- 
dent; J. E. Crosbie, treasurer, and the follow- 
ing board of directors, F. A. Gillespie, chair- 
man, B. B. Jones, John Smith, C. J. Wrights- 
man, Cyrus Avery, M. L. Lockwood, G. C. 
Stebbins, all of Tulsa; Judge J. J. Shea, of 
Bartlesville, John Swan, of Henryetta and M. 
C. French of Okmulgee. 

The association is styled the Independent 
Oil & Gas Producers’ Association. 

One of its first big battles, has been to get 
the Oklahoma legislature to enact a law mak- 
ing gas lines common carriers, a thing much 


> 


C. J. Wrightsman, director in new 
ducers’ Association. 


needed by reason of the gas companies refus- 
ing to buy gas which was going to waste or 
shut in by the hundreds of million feet a day. 
The associations’ efforts in this direction are 
proving successful. 


Carlyle Reported 
At Work in 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
CARLYLE, ILL., March 8.—Special ef- 
forts are now being made to develop the 
shallow sand. Under many of the leases a 
good pay is found from 820 to &50 feet. 


This was passed through and cased off dur- 
ing the big show in 1911. The price of $1.25 
a barrel has made the small production 
from the shallow pay look good. 

During the past month No. 8 has been 
completed on the McCabe, and No. 10, H. J. 
Schlafly farm, adjoining on the south. Both 
are shallow wells and are good for better 
than thirty barrels each. The Schlafly well 
shot out over the top of the derrick. Neither 
well will be shot. The next well will be 
drilled in the southwest corner of the 
Murphy farm. The next farm west is owned 
by William Sautmann, which was recently 
leased by the Ohio. If the Murphy pans 
out, a test will be made on the Sautmann. 

There are now 152 producers in the field, 
divided on land owned by parties as fol- 
lows: Leo Deters 35, Maria Smith 27, J. P. 
Diepenbrock 18, Anton Hempen 13, Ben 
Schomaker 13, H. J. Schlafly 10, Peter 
Murphy 8, Winifred McCabe 8, William 
Kahrhoff 8, J. B. Wilken Heirs 5, Henry 
Wilken 5, Eliza Rodgers, Mary Gerdes and 
Thunnemann Heirs, one each. The produc- 
tion is averaging better than fifteen hundred 
barrels a day. Since the first well was 
drilled in April, 1911, only one well haS been 
abandoned, and that was on the Smith farm. 

The casing has been pulled from the well 


to be Busy 
the Shallow Sand 


started on the A. Barkley farm, a mile 
southeast of production. This test was 
started for Henry Spencer by Ira Huff. The 
contractor had orders to quit when he was 
within a few feet of where the sand ought 
to be. This was many months ago. Why 
the well was not finished is not known. The 
casing was owned by the Ohio Company, 
and they ordered it pulled. 

C. L. Riemann and Earl Stephens have 
apparently given up hope at Bartelso, in 
Santa Fe township, nine miles southwest of 
this city. No oil was found in the Carlyle 
sand. These gentlemen have made a num- 
ber of tests in the county. They are now 
trying to get a bunch of leases together in 
the vicinity of Hoffman, Lake township, for 
the purpose of making a test. This village 
is located nine miles north of Hoyleton, 
where they claim to have a paying well. 

George Adams, the well-known contrac- 
tor, loaded his tools a few days ago and 
shipped the same to Oklahoma. 

E. B. Parcher and family have removed 
to Cushing, Okla. He was field boss for 
Shaffer and Smathers here until they sold 
out to the Ohio. He will work for the same 
people down there. 

There will be more wildcatting done in 
that section of Illinois known as Egypt, 
which is south of the Baltimore & Ohio 
Southwestern Railroad, running from St. 
Louis to Vincennes, than ever before. Tests 
are now being made in a number of the 
counties, and leasers are active in many of 
the others. One in which the people living 


-The story goes that Hoblitzel refused to 


in the southwest part of Clinton and in St. 
Clair county are especially interested is the 
test being made at New Athens. This 
place is some forty miles southwest of Car- 
lyle, but on the same river, the Kaskaskia. 
The well is located near the limits of the 
village, and is a home company proposition. 
The contractor is D. L. Baugher, formerly 
of Tidioute, Pa. He expects to find the 
pay sand between seven and eight hundred 
feet. 

The finding of oil on the waters of a 
creek in Jefferson county several weeks ago 
has put enough nerve into a number of citi- 
zens of Mt. Vernon. The Jefferson County 
Development Company has been organized. 
The contract for making a test has been 
let to Ira Huff. The location is on the Man- 
nion farm, near Waltonville, in the south- 
west corner of the county. The contractor 
will go 1,600 feet. 

Contractor Huff recently completed adry 
hole at Vergennes, in the northeast part of 
Jackson county. Another duster, three 
miles west of Murphysboro, in the same 
county, was finished last month. Home 
capital was back of the proposition. 

Randolph county seems to be attracting 
the attention of the leasers, who are prom- 
ising some real development work under 
certain conditions, and these are that they 
get the necessary number of acres. Several 
years ago A. M. Hoblitzel, one of the 
pioneers in the oil work in Illinois, and as- 
sociates, made a number of tests near 
Sparta. Gas was found in commercial 
quantities, and an extra fine grade of oil. 


show exactly what he had in the wells be- 
cause of his inability to obtain adjoining 
leases, and finally the field was abandoned. 
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Oil Men Decide to Fight 
for old Kansas Freight Rates 


Independent refiners and jobbers of Kansas 
at a meeting at Kansas City, March Ist, de- 
cided to fight to the end the efforts of the 
railroads through the Sante Fe to get the 
Federal Courts to knock out the Kansas oil 
rates on the ground that they are confiscatory. 

The meeting was presided over by W. D. 
Moffett of the Kansas Oil Refining Co., of 
Coffeyville and L. L. Marcell, Chanute Re- 
fining Co., Chanute, acted as secretary. Gen- 
eral Counsel Chamberlin and Traffic Manager 
Boltz of the National 
tion were present. 


Petroleum Associa- 
After a careful considera- 
tion the oil men declared for a fight, finding 


that it was necessary to do so or practically 


MAKES REPORT ON 
KENTUCKY FIELDS 


U. S$. Geological Survey Issues 
Bulletin on Ragland 
District 


A report on “The Menifee gas field and 
Ragland oil field, Kentucky,” by M. J. 
Munn, has just been issued by the United 
States Geological Survey as Bulletin 531-A. 
The geological investigations on which this 
report is based were made in co-operation 
with the Geological Survey of Kentucky in 
October, 1909, and in 1911. These investi- 
gations were part of a general reconnais- 
sance examination of the oil and gas fields 
of the southern Appalachian region, em- 
bracing Kentucky, Tennesse and Alabama, 
a report on which is in course of prepara- 
tion. The two fields discussed in Bulletin 
531-A are in the northeastern part of Ken- 


tucky. The Menifee gas field is situated in 
the southwestern part of Powell County. 


The Ragland field is in the extreme south- 
eastern part of Bath County and the ad- 
jacent portion of Rowan County. 

The principal object of this reconnais- 
sance work was to determine approximately 
the structure or dip of the “Corniferous” 
limestone, which is the oil and gas bearing 
“sand” in these fields, and to see if these 
fields have any structural relationship not 
only to each other but also to the Campton 
oil field of Wolfe County, which had been 
described in a report (Bulletin 
471-A-1.) The results show that the three 
pools closely resemble one another in struc- 
tural arrangement, and the deductions to 
be made therefrom should prove of much 
value to oil and gas men interested in the 
development of other pools in this general 
region. 

In his report Mr. Munn says, in part, 
that “The syncline which crosses the tri- 
angle between the Menifee gas field and the 
Irvine and Ragland oil fields is probably 
unproductive, the ‘Corniferous’ limestone 
being saturated with water. The Irvine and 
Campton fields are probably on the same 
anticline, which may prove to be the west- 
ward extension of a fairly definite anticline 


previous 


be put out of business by the high rates the 
railroads want to charge. 

The details of future efforts were left in 
the hands of a special committee composed 
of Messrs. Chamberlin and Boltz; T. T. Snow 
of the Cudahy Refining Co., Coffeyville; C. A. 
Braley, president of the Chanute Refining Co. 
and also a lawyer of Kansas City, and the 
secretary of the Independent Petroleum Mar- 
keters’ Association as representing the jobbers 
of Kansas. 

Judge Pollock of the Federal court at 
Wichita, Kans., March 15th, will hear argu- 
ments on a motion to dismiss the plea of 
the Sante Fe for an injunction against the 
present rates. 


observed at a number of places in Morgan 
County.” 

It is interesting to note that months 
after the manuscript for this report was 
prepared a well was completed at Cannel 
City, Morgan County, which is reported to 
have started flowing at about 600 barrels 
a day and which is probably on the anticline 
observed in Morgan County by the geolo- 
gist who made the report. 

Copies of this report may be had free by 
addressing the Director of the U. S. Geolog- 
ical Survey, Washington, D. C. 


The Standard Oil Company of California is 
enterting into strong competition with Mexi- 
can asphalt concerns for the asphalt busi- 
ness. By the close of the present year it 
will have completed 45 asphalt stills with a 
capacity of 1,000 barrels each. 


Cleveland, O. 


MARIETTA TO DRILL 
WELL TO DEEP SAND 


The deep well fever has attacked Mari- 
etta, Ohio. At a public meeting, March 6. 
of the Board of Trade of that city, attended 
by more than a hundred men, the project 
was broached to form a co-operative stock 
company with shares at a dollar apiec« 
to drill a deep well similar to the well now 
being sunk at Bradford, Pa. Geologists, 
who have gone over that section of the 
country, estimate the depth of the Trenton 
rock formation to be about 5,500 feet at 
Marietta, with the Clinton rock at .4,000 
feet. 

Old residents of the town, remembering 
the good old days of 95 when Marietta 
teemed with oil activity, took up the sub- 
ject eagerly and the actual organization of 
the deep well drilling company is expected 
to be only a matter of a few days. 


C. L. WALLIS RETIRES 
FROM THE OIL GAME 


With the resignation Feb. 17, of C. L. 
Wallis, for twelve years general manager of 
the Higgins Oil & Fuel Co., of Beaumont, 
Texas, one of the oldest and best known In- 
dependents in Texas passed out of the oil 
business in that field. Mr. Wallis had been 
general manager of the Higgins company ever 
since its organization. 

When an independent pipe line from Okla- 
homa to the Gulf was proposed along in 1904, 
Mr. Wallis was one of the leaders in the 
attempt to raise the money to put the pipe 
line through, At that time the Oklahoma field 
was not connected with the seaboard. 

Within a short time Mr. Wallis will leave 
with his family for Los Angeles, Cal., where 
his heavy interests in the California field de- 
mand his entire attention. 


Nebraska to Drop Gravity Test 


At the request of? the Nebraska oil 
spection bureau, the following 


in- 
bill providing 
for a change from the gravity test for gaso- 
line and kerosene has been introduced in the 
state legislature: 


Section 6333. All illuminating oils offered 
for sale, or used in this State shall conform 
to the following conditions:—(1) The color 
shall be water white, but a slight bluish 
opalescence is permissible. (2) It shall not 
contain more than a trace of any sulphur 
compound. (3) It shall contain water 
nor tar-like matter. (4) It shall not contain 
more than 4 per cent by weight of residue 
after being distilled at a temperature of not 
more than 570 degrees F. (5) It shall not 
give a flash test below 112 degrees F. when 
tested by the oil tester known as the Foster 
apparatus. (6) Any oils that present a yel- 
lowish or dark colored, dirty appearance to 
the eye may be rejected and disapproved for 
illuminating purposes by the state inspector of 
oils or his deputies without further test and 
the further sales thereof for illuminating pur- 
poses ordered discontinued, and such discol- 
oration shall be prima facie evidence that they 
are not such a product as is properly subject 
to sale for illuminating purposes within this 


not 


State. The State inspector of oils or his 
deputies are not required in every case to 
have a complete analysis made of the oils in- 
spected to ascertain every form of impurity 
such as sulphur and tar-like matter, but when- 
ever in the opinion of the State inspector of 
oils, it is necessary that any of the oils pro- 
vided for in this section shall be more thor- 
oughly analyzed, it shall be his duty to pro- 
cure a sample of such oil and forward it to 
the State chemist for purpose of a more 
detailed analysis to determine in what par- 
ticular the imperfection or impurities exist 
And if upon such analysis, it is demonstrated 
that some other impurity or imperfection ex- 
ists in said oil not in this act that renders 
such oil unfit for illuminating purposes, it 
shall be the duty of the State inspector of 
oils to reject such oil for such purposes. 

Sec. 6334. For the purposes of this act, 
gasoline shall be deemed to be arid subject 
to the same supervision, inspection and con- 
trol as provided in this act for illuminating 
oils, except that gasoline shall not be tested 
by the flash test. Each manufacturer, dealer 
or vendor shall brand or label every cask, 
barrel or car containing such products with 
the word “gasolene” in large plain letters at 
least one and one-half inches in size. 
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Lane Turns Down S. O. Compromise 


Refuses Offer of Big California Oil Interests Who 
Sought to Limit Damages for Grabbing Withdrawn Lands 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
WASHINGTON, D. C., April 9.—It will 


be remembered by the oil interests in gen- 
eral, as it has evidently been remembered 
by some of the special interests in particu- 
lar just about now, that on September 22, 
1909, President Taft withdrew from entry 
several thousand acres of oil-bearing public 
lands in the San Joaquin Valley, in Cal- 
ifiornia. Subsequently Congress enacted a 
law authorizing him to withdraw certain 
public lands when, in his opinion, it was 
desirable to do so for public purposes. 

The oil lands in question, which were 
withdrawn by this executive act of Septem- 
ber 22, 1909, were alleged not to have le- 
gally been withdrawn. Following this view 
of the matter counsel for the Southern Pa- 
cific Company, Standard Oil Company and 
other interests advised their clients that 
the withdrawal was without authority; 
thereupon entrymen went on these lands, 
located them, sank oil wells and began to 
pump oil from them. Not only that, but 
that oil has been and is now being sold to 
the public. 


As every one knows, in January last the 
Attorney General for the United States, 
instituted proceedings against the entry- 
men to enjoin them from taking the oil 
from the lands, and for the purpose of test: 
ing the validity of their withdrawal by 
President Taft. That suit is now pending. 


Only a few days ago Secretary Lane re- 
ceived a proposition from the defendants 
in this suit to place approximately 8 cents 
per barrel in escrow, not only for the oil 
that may yet be, but for that which has 
already been pumped out of the wells and 
sold to the public or otherwise disposed 


of, and that amount to be fixed to the gov- 
ernment in the event that it was success- 
ful in its suit to test the validity of the 
withdrawal of these lands. 


FAIL IN EFFORTS. 


Just how much pressure has been brought 
to bear on Secretary Lane will possibly 
never be known, but considering the tre- 
mendous interests involved and their well 
known unscrupulousness in securing their 
own ends, it is easy to imagine that they 
would be willing to make it well worth 
some one’s time to get the decision they 
desired. Just how well they failed to suc- 
ceed, is evidenced by a telegram which 
went forward Monday night from Secretary 
Lane to G. W. Helm, Chief of the Field 
Division, at Los Angeles, Calif., which is 
in full as follows: 

“After consideration, I believe I have 
no authority to enter into proposed stipula- 
tion or agreement, and this is true espe- 
cially as to lands not involved in the suits. 
Furthermore, the withdrawal having been 
made for the use and benefit of the Navy, 
it would be contrary to the purpose there- 
of for me to take action which would allow 
the oil to be removed. The oil lands in 
question were withdrawn by the President, 
on the recommendation of Secretary Bal- 
linger, September 22, 1909, and the official 
record shows that this withdrawal was 
made to conserve “an adequate supply of 
petroleum for the government’s own 
needs.” As I am advised, counsel for cer- 
tain defendants advised their clients that 
this withdrawal was invalid and upon the 
strength of this advice the lands were en- 
tered upon, wells sunk from which oil has 
been and is being sold. The government 


seeks to establish in the suits brought the 
validity of the withdrawal, and I do not re- 
gard it as within my province to stipulate 
as to damages in the event that the govern- 
ment is successful. I can not be expected 
to relieve the embarrassment to oil pro- 
ducers of which you speak, which arises 
out of the. fact that counsel advised their 
clients that the President’s act was invalid. 
I think all that can reasonably be asked by 
the defendants under the circumstances is 
that the government will bring the matter 
to an immediate issue by urging its motion 
for a preliminary injunction and I have 
this day advised the Attorney General to 
this effect. There is no reason why this 
case in so far as the main question of law 
is concerned, namely the validity of the 
withdrawal by the President, can not be 
submitted to the court within the next 
thirty days. The Department of Justice 
will communicate with McCormiek. Have 
sent copy of this message to Pillsbury. You 
advise Lawler.” 

The real purpose in the withdrawal of 
these lands was to provide an adequate 
supply of fuel oil for the future needs of 
the Navy; that, and that only was the pur- 
pose in the mind of President Taft when 
he ordered the withdrawal. The offer to 
have and the attempt to get Secretary Lane 
to agree to having a sum of 8 cents per 
barrel placed in escrow, not only for the 
oil that may be drawn from the lands but 
for that which they have already secured, 
was doubtless considered a very skillful 
move, as it would have been, had Secretary 
Lane agreed to it, as it would, in the event 
that the government won out in the suit, 
have been a bar against any further dam- 
ages than that amount of 8 cents per barrel. 


Sees Enough Fuel Oil for the Present Navy 


Secretary of the Interior Advises the Supply 
will Last for Battleships of this Decade 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
WASHINGTON, April 5.—The advisabil- 
ity of the further adoption by the Navy De- 
partment of oil as a fuel has recently been 
ziven much consideration, and has been the 
matter of investigation for some time. 


During the past few days the Secretary of 
the Navy addressed a letter to Secretary Lane, 
of the Interior Department, in which he asked 
for detailed information on the possible future 
value of oil as a factor for future fuel supply. 
In replying Mr. Lane said that the fuel oil 


market will steadily advance, which advance- 
ment will tend to hold back decline in the 
gross supply. He thinks there is enough oil 
to outlast the life of any battleship built in 
the present decade. His letter in full to the 
Navy Department is: 


his 
e to 
1 
| 


“Much of the information requested in your 
letter of March 7, 1913 (H. 1. C. 5061), is 
very difficult to furnish with any approach to 
accuracy, because it involves an estimate con- 
unknown 


ditioned by a variety of factors 
which will affect commercial and industrial de- 
United States during the 


You will understand, there- 


velopment in the 
next generation. 

fore, that in preparing as definite answers 
as possible to the series of questions asked, 
the Department of the Interior is endeavoring 
f the Navy to fore- 
the best 


information at present available; but estimates 


to assist the Department 
cast. conditions in acordance with 
which depend upon so many unknown and in- 
determinate factors must of necessity be of 
a low order of accuracy. 

“The general history of oil production may 
he illustrated by a recital of facts from the 
more important of the producing states. In 
Pennsylvania and New York the production 
in 1861 was a little over two million barrels 
This production increased until 
1891, when it reached thirty-three million bar- 


irregularly 
rels. By 1911 this maximum had declined to 


somewhat more than nine million — barrels. 
Ohio's first production, reported in 1876, was 
about thirty-two thousand barrels. The pro- 
duction increased slowly until 1884, and then 
with great rapidity during the five or six suc- 
A maximum of twenty-four 


1896, 


ceeding years. 


million barrels was reached in since 
which time there has been a decline to a little 
less than nine million barrels in 1911. The 
production in West Virginia during the last 
twenty years has varied from two million, 


four hundred thousand barrels in 1891, through 


barrels in 1900, 


a maximum of sixteen million 
to a little less than ten million barrels in 1911. 
Illinois first became an important producer in 
1906, the reported amount being nearly four 
and a half million barrels. In 1911 this state 
produced thirty-one and a third million bar- 
rels. The first production reported from Cali- 
fornia was in 1876, the estimated amount being 
twelve thousand barrels. This production has 
until it 
amounted to over eighty-one million barrels 
in 1911. 


CALIFORNIA GREW SLOWLY. 


“The production of heavy oils in California, 


increased, although irregularly, 


therefore, has now been under way for thirty- 
although it did not become 
Furthermore, 


five or forty years, 
important until the middle 80's. 
it is the only state, with the possible excep- 
tion of Illinois, in which production has not 
begun to decline. Its rate of production has 
continued to increase as new fields have been 
opened and as additional industries have come 
to depend upon oil as a fuel, for it is the only 
important producer of fuel oils. It is prob- 
able that the majority of the oil-bearing areas 
within it are now known and that there will 
be few important discoveries in the future, 
while the demand will doubtless continue to 
increase. The development of the known 
fields, however, is at present somewhat re- 
tarded by the existence of the temporary gov- 
ernment reserves. These reserves will eventu- 
ally be opened by legislation, and when that 
event takes place all of the known supplies 
except those retained in the permanent naval 
reserves will be available for commercial ex- 
traction. The development of promising Mex- 
ican territory may check the rate of this ex- 
traction when supplies in the California fields 
run low and costs there increase for this rea- 
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son. This development, with its tendency to 
retard the rise in price, will probably pro- 
long the period of production within the oil 
fields of the United States. Nevertheless 
there can be little doubt that 
oil will rise as the supplies decline. 


prices of fuel 
This 
tendency toward higher prices because of less- 
ening reserves is further stimulated by the im- 
provement in technological processes by which 
the fuel oils are broken up into more valuable 
lighter products and are thereby more fully 
utilized. 


Various attempts have been made to trans- 
late complex into definite 
estimates of the life of the California field. 


these conditions 
Such an estimate appears in an address de- 
livered before the American Institute of Min- 
ing Engineers in San Francisco in October, 
1911. Mr. M. L. Requa, who prepared this 
estimate, after reviewing the production, the 
estimated reserves, and the probable markets, 
reached the conclusion “that California oil will 
dominate the fuel market on the Pacific coast 
during the present century and probably far 
into the next century.” In the report of the 
Committee on Fuel Resources of California, 
presented to the Commonwealth Club of San 
Francisco in June, 1912, Mr. Arthur F. L. 
Sell is quoted as estimating the remaining ex- 
tractable oil content from the proven oil lands 
of the state as 3,800,000,000 barrels. If the 
additional unproven fields be disregarded, it 
would take about forty-seven years to exhaust 
the supply at the 1911 rate of production. Mr. 
R. P. McLaughlin, a consulting engineer of 
San Francisco, estimates in an article pub- 
lished in Western Engineering, December, 
1912, that the reserves at the present rate of 
production (which he underestimates at fifty 
million barrels per year) would require seventy- 
five years for exhaustion. He further states. 
“The annual production will probably increase 
to meet extended consumption, thus shorten- 
ing the above estimated length of life.” 


PRICE WILL ADVANCE. 


“Reviewing all of these conditions and esti- 
mates, which latter this department is inclined 
to regard as rather sanguine, because of the 
deterioration that has already taken place in 
several of the fields through the appearance 
of water, it may be stated in answer to your 
first question that twenty years hence the price 
of fuel oil, which then, as now, will be pro- 
duced chiefly in California, will be much 
higher than at present and the production will 
probably have declined seriously, although it 
is likely that it will still be large. 


“(2) The failure of the oil supplies in the 
United States will not take place suddenly. 
The decline will be gradual and will tend con- 
stantly to be checked by rising prices. This is 
illustrated by the fact that in the oldest field 
in the United States, Pennsylvania, where 
production was important as early as 1861, re- 
cent increased prices have changed a former 
decline, sometimes as rapid as 15 per cent, into 
a slight increase for the year 1912. Produc- 
tion from fields abandoned earlier may be re- 
sumed when prices advance to a point which 
permits of more expensive extraction at a 
profit. Declining production and increased 
demand will be announced by rising prices, 
but there will be no sudden cessation of sup- 
ply. Indeed it is believed that the decrease in 
California will be much less rapid than the 


increase has been. The latter has risen from 
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twenty-four million to eighty-one million bar- 
rels per annum during the last decade, and 
one of the older fields—that of Kern River— 
maintained a nearly constant production for 
nine years before decline began. 

“(3) As nearly as can be estimated the pri- 
vately owned lands within and surrounding the 
present naval petroleum reserves will, when 
developed, result in a depletion of the supply 
in these reserves by not more than 20 per 
cent. Twenty years hence, therefore, and 
thereafter until the reserves are abandoned or 
developed by the government, 80 per cent oi 
the present roughly estimated amount of two 
hundred and fifty million barrels, namely, two 
hundred million barrels, should be available. 

“(4) No relief can be expected in the price 
of fuel oil at Atlantic ports for commercial 
These prices will probably tend upward 
hereafter, although, of course, there may be 
brief periods during which lower prices will 
rule, as a result of the development of new 
fields, for example, those of eastern Mexico 
Relief to the navy from increasing commer- 
cial prices can probably be secured only by the 
development of its own reserves, where it 
should be possible to produce oils at approxi- 
mately the present cost of production—fifty 
cents or less per barrel, plus transportation 
to the point of use. 

“(5) It is believed that the Department of 
the Navy may rely upon the reserves already 
existing for a supply of fuel oil for a period 
greater than the life of any battleship to he 
constructed within the next decade.” 


uses. 


WOULD RAISE RATES 
BECAUSE OF FLOODS 


Railroads May Try for More 
Money, Says B. & O. President 


Because of the damage done by the floods of 
the past month in the Central West the rail- 
roads should be permitted to advance their 
rates, according to Daniel Willard, president 
of the B. & O., in a statement issued while in 
Cleveland at the conclusion of an inspection 
trip of the flooded district. 

Mr. Willard estimates that his road’s loss 
would be between $2,500,000 and $3,000,000, 
while the total loss to all railroads he thought 


would easily amount to $20,000,000. 


“Certainly rates should be higher,” he said. 
“I thought the commission would be justified 
in allowing a rate increase three years ago. 
but the commission didn’t agree with me 
Calamities like the Ohio flood are sure to 
happen sometimes, and the railroads’ earnings 
should be sufficient to allow for making up 
losses such as suffered in this flood. 

“As it is, we will have to repair what we 
lost by cutting off expenditures along other 
lines. For instance, we will be compelled to 


omit a number of improvements contemplated.” 


| | | 


re 


April, 1913. 
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Opposition Wants German 
Oil Prices Still Lower 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

BERLIN, March 26.—The German Oil 
monopoly proposition continues to occupy the 
attention of all interested in oil. As is well 
known, the reception in the Reichstag was not 
so favorable as had been hoped in some quar- 
ters, the Social Democrats particularly being 
severe critics of some of the leading terms 
on which it was proposed to institute the quasi 
monopoly of the hybrid character of the bank- 
ing private government combination. The 
Social Democrats are not alone; though per- 
haps they are the most active in the agitation 
for securing as one of the terms of the con- 
cession that the oil shall be sold at get-at-able 
prices for the people, and that the people shall 
he secured, if possible, by an undertaking that 
certain limits in cost shall not be exceeded. 

One of the deputies stood out very vigor- 
ously for an undertaking that the oil should 
be sold from the tank at 16 pfennige (3.67 
cents) per litre, and at 17 pfennige (3.99 
cents) per litre free to the premises of the 
retailer for a minimum period of five years. 
Of course such a condition which would be 
binding would on the other hand assume a 


uniformity in the world’s production of pe- 


troleum, that has not hitherto attained, and 
the situation is all the less reliable now in that 
some of the fields on which Germany pro- 
poses to rely, such as Russia and Galicia, actu- 
ally show signs of serious shortage in pro- 
duction, likely to be accentuated in the course 
of the coming few years if not indeed in the 
course of the coming few months. It would, 
it is contended, and not without reason, take 
the commercial factor entirely out of the en 
terprise, if such a clause were inserted, and 
would eliminate all hope of the participation 


of commercial concerns. 


WANTED FIXED PRICE. 

It appears that when this project was 
brought forward in the house it gave rise to a 
very lively debate. One of the opposing 
deputies maintained that an article like petrol- 
eum, the production of which depends on or is 
governed or influenced by so many considera- 
tions, cannot possibly be subjected to such a 
limit as to fix a price over a long series of 
vears in advance. It is true that in the past 
it has been successfully arranged to keep prices 
moderately low; but crude oil even in that 
time, as well as freights, have risen very 


much; and further, the development of tl 


ec 


petroleum industry is not a thing upon which 
fixed calculations can be made. Therefore, 
continued the orator, one must not seek to 
fix the price over a period so long as five 
vears, without at all events as far as the ven- 
ture is concerned, exposing oneself to very 
serious risk of ruination. Even the American 
representative, he said, had expressed himself 
as unwilling to engage his house for a period 
of more than two years, and as for those 
which may be prepared to engage themselves in 
this respect for a period of five years, they 
must be very rare birds indeed, and as suggested 
above, so said the orator, to bind the concern 
down either to a production or to a price 
makes commercial management absolutely im- 
possible. The management of such a concern 
would lose all interest in so far as its com- 
mercial aspect may be considered. 

It is probable for a reason analagous to the 
one given above that the Deutsche Bank has 
proved to be so difficult in its terms when 
considering the propriety of standing by the 
proposed monopoly. It appears that the Ger- 
man Petroleum Co. has more than once ap- 
proached the petroleum commission of the 
Reichstag on the subject of the position that 
the Deutsche Bank shall occupy in relation to 
the combine, and in reply to the latest repre- 
sentations of the German Petroleum Co., Herr 
von Gwinner is said to have expressed him- 
self as follows—that while it was considered 
desirable that the Deutsche Bank should be 
the controlling influence in the concern, that 
institution had let it be known that it would 
under no circumstances become associated 
with the business unless it was left with the 
complete undisputed mastership and direction, 
and that the monopoly law must come into ex- 


power plant on your lease ? 


OIL ATTENTION! 


With the price of Crude Oil higher than it has been in over seventeen years, and with ‘“‘ good times”’ ahead for 
the PRODUCER, don’t you think that this is the proper time to commence figuring with us on the installation of a 


OUR TERMS ARE EASY—T!ME OR CASH | 
Consider, also, the Fuel Economy by the Use of the Emery Gas Driven Air Compressor | 
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istence on that understanding or it must not 
come into existence at all. 
HOW THEY LINE UP. 

Such were the sentiments attributed at all 
events to the gentleman referred to, and a 
3erlin paper commenting on the announcement 
says: “Whether this story which reaches us 
business circles be correct or not we 
cannot say, but what value they may have for 
the present stage of the negotiations is clear 
enough. 


from 


It is very obvious that the enemies 
of the monopoly project are doing all they can 
to make its materialization impossible. It is 
clear here that the enemies include the Ameri- 
can element against whose interests the monop- 
oly would naturally play most effectively. They 
are bending every effort to ensure that pub- 
licity and general attention shall be the lot of 
any combination that the Deutsche 
Bank as the leading or, as it is put above, 
the sole controlling influence. 


includes 


“Of course it must not be. supposed that 
the American element is either alone or even 
the principal objecting influence here, because 
there are many German financial institutions 
that look with regret and alarm—and strong 


aversion, to the favoritism with which the 
Deutsche Bank has been treated in the past 
and no doubt the American element will be 


useful with the powerful allies in the other 
financial institutions of the country, in thwart- 
ing the plans of those who would seek to put 
the Deutsche Bank into the commanding posi- 
tion of dictator of a large practically national 
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concern in the country. It is said that the 
friends of the Deutsche Bank cannot be suc- 
cessful, because, according to the decisions 
of the committee the proposal has already been 
completely reversed, and through the transfer 
of the preference share to the state, this (the 
state), becomes the decisive constituent in the 
organization and management which it reserves 
for itself; and so the influence of the Hege- 
mony of the Deutsche Bank or any other pri- 
vate institution becomes no longer a matter 
of practical interest. 

“The views expressed by Her von Gwinner 
which are so carefully reported, even if they 
were once correct, fail now to have any 
weight, in so far as they do not express the 
situation as it at present exists. Therefore, 
the note of alarm issued by the enemies of the 
monopoly may be dismissed with a shrug of 
the shoulders.” 

In view of the agitated nature of the ques- 
tion, the German Petroleum Co. has issued a 
statement showing the world’s petroleum pro- 
duction from which it appears, as hinted above, 
that several of the sources, notably Russia 
and Galicia, will probably be less and less re- 
liable as sources of supply for the future; but 
that on the other hand Roumania will probably 
be a growing source of supply. German re- 
quirements in petroleum are put at somewhere 
between 750,000 and 800,000 tons a year. The 
natural petroleum reserves of the country can 
not do much towards this; so that it becomes 
almost purely a question of external supplies. 


Russia Alarmed by Continued 
Increase in Price of Crude Oil 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
ST. PETERSBURG, March 22.—The con- 


tinued and constant rise in the price ot 
petroleum and its products has struck a note of 
alarm all through the Russian industrial world 
It is probably not understood abroad to what 
extent it strikes the Russian, for petroleum 
has always largely been consumed as a fuel 
in Russia, whereas in other countries it has 
been more prized for its kerosene. Again, it 
has lost its value as a competitor with coal, 
and vice versa, because the petroleum pro- 
ducers and the coal producers, as already ad 
vised, have joined hands, and the two fields 
cease to compete on the market, excepting as 
that control both. 


counters in the hands 


The press is full of suggestions for remedy- 
ing the scarcity of oil fuel and one government 
organ gives room to a suggestion which may 
or may not ultimately bear fruit. The sugges- 
tion is that when offering to extend the pres- 
ent exploitation of petroleum there are certain 
rules which might have a definite influence on 
the development of new petroleum districts, 


and would probably result in the increased pro- 


duction of petroleum in Russia. 


In order to reduce the possible risk and that 


of accident and uncertainty of oil producing, 


the proposition is made that a comprehensive 


geological survey of all possible petroleum 


hearing lands should be carefully effected, par- 
ticularly where petroleum is known to exist. 
And this should be followed by the prompt 
publication of convenient maps indicating the 
localities in which petroleum has been found, 
and under what conditions, and also, if pos- 
sible, to indicate the probable consumption 
within reasonable distance of the deposits. It 
is impossible, it is said, to exact of the pioneer 
that he should spend 100,000 roubles, say ($50,- 
000); in deep drilling, when the price to be 
obtained for the oil could not recompense him 
for the outlay. It is proposed that the request 
of a pioneer for the right to seek for and 
exploit oil if he finds it shall be granted on 
much easier terms than at present. Those who 
have studied Russian law on the search for 
petroleum know how severe the terms are in 
event of failure to find the oil. The searcher 
or driller has to, if required, remove the pipe 
from the well if the government desires that it 
should so be. On the other hand, if it is 
thought better that the pipe remain he may be 
required to leave it there. In fact everything 
is done at the risk of the pioneer. He may at 
the critical point be unable to go further and 
must leave the ground either as it is or at 
the demand of the authorities as it was be- 
fore he started. He is in favor of the govern- 


ment making terms easy for every one, so to 
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speak, who is disposed to spend money in the 
search for oil. 


MAY LESSEN TERMS. 


The anxiety of the Russian public at the 
moment and the more direct communications 
established between the government and the 
people through the Duma, may very well result 
in some such alleviation of the terms of con- 


cession. The Russian coal fields, though ex- 


tensive, are not supposed to have a very long 
life; therefore the industrialists keep their eyes 
on the oil fields which evidently are spread over 


a wider area thon the hard fuel. It is recog- 


nized that whilst circles in Russia that might 
be disposed to venture a little to find oil are 
not capitalized sufficiently to make the search 
that is requisite in order to assure a fair 
chance of success, the appeal must be made to 
foreign capital. Foreign capital is learning 
-its lesson in Russia and comes against so many 
difficulties of a social as well as of an eco- 
nomic nature, that it will require a good deal 
of persuasion in the form of revised conditions 
to go into the oil business there on a regular 
basis. 

The day of the Maikop gusher is past. With 
a great column of oil spouting all day long it 
was easy to appeal to the get-rich-quick ele- 
ment that hovers about a stock exchange. But 
now that these gushers have spent themselves, 
and the oil has to be sought in the only way 
in which a constant reliable paying supply can 
be had, it is to the business capitalist that the 
appeal must be made. And it is no use appeal- 
ing to him as a general rule excepting on 
terms that look reasonably payable. 

The Russian government is being continu- 
ovsly appealed to alter its mining laws so 
that foreigners may come in with less dread of 
leaving their money in the Russion mines, but 
there is always the national sentiment which 
contests the right of the foreigner to come in 
and get rich at the expense of Russia by remov- 
ing the country’s national wealth. The national- 
ist contention certainly prevailed up to the 
present; and until some modification can be 
obtained in the mining laws of the country it 
is hardly likely that research will be actively 
continued. Of course, investigation takes place 
for all forms of mineral, and a good deal of 
talk or writing is the result; but one can un- 
derstand that were the law modified and the 
doors thrown wider open, prospecting parties 
would become more numerous, and_ results 
would be seen in greater mineral production, 
both solid and liquid. 

A discovery recently made at Grozny may 
be full of significance, for Caucasian export 
possibilities. In a district that has recently 
been drilled away from the petroleum levels 
hitherto exploited, some drilling has been 
done, and a high quality of oil has been struck 
which, althgugh not developing evidence as a 
gusher, still spouts considerable quantities. The 
local authorities attach great value to this new 
strike, because it has occurred in an anticlinal 
altogether distinct from one hitherto exploited 
in the Grozny district. There is every pos- 
sibility therefore, as the district has a good 
reputation for oil, that a new source of abund- 
ant petroleum has been found, and should it 
turn out to be an extensive field there is noth- 
ing to prevent the Caucasus yet exporting oil 
more extensively than before. 
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BOILER HOUSE HOME 
OF UNKNOWN POET 


Verses Penned by Unknown 
“Tooley” Found After Many 


Years 


The following verses, says The Democrat, of 
Okmulgee, Okla., were penned somewhere m 
the quiet of an old lease where the mute in- 
glorious Bobby Burns in charge has time for 
contemplation of prominent facts. It was 
copied from where it hung in a boiler house. 
Full many a gem of purest ray serene might 
be rescued from the desert air of the quiet old 
lease jobs where the geniuses are who “have 
not hit it yet.’ A good many—a surprising 


many—will understand these lines: 


(Air: “Coming Thro the Rye.”) 
Comin’ thro with rye, a body, 
Comin’ thro with rye, 
Oh trav’lin’ thro a land of toddy 
Is “comin’ thro the rye.” 
An’ Jonnie’s loaded down, good fellow, 
For ‘is neighbors a’ are dry 
An’ Jonnie’ll relieve a very bellow 
Wi’ a satchel full o’ rye. 


Chorus— 
Gin a body remember a body 
As he’s comin’ thro the rye, 
An’ brings ’im stuff to make a toddy 
There’s no one goin’ to cry. 


A “malaria” thirst an’ prohibition 
Afflicts nine of every ten 

An’ each neighbor’s grip has a god-like mission 
As everybody ken. 

An’ if a body has a “temp’rance” god, ’e 
’S generally a guy 

Who'll dote ’is share on seein’ a body 
Comin’ thro with rye. 


Chorus— 
Gin a body loves ’is toddy 
An’ always votes fer “dry” 
‘Tis a wise old nod e’ll give a body 
“Comin’ thro the rye.” 


thousands of dollars. 


Phillip H. Brennan 


Are your lease lines accurately located ? 
A mistake in your boundaries may cost you 


We can settle your doubts. 
We have all the U. S. Government survey 
plats and data for the Mid-Continent field. 


Brennan & Rooney 


Contractors and Engineers 
Culbertson Building 
Tulsa, Okla. 


L. J. F. Rooney 


FRANCO PETROLEUM 
ENTERS WYOMING 


New Company, Capitalized at 
$6,000,000 Takes Over Hold- 
ings of Three Others in 
Salt Creek District 


Negotiations commenced several months ago 
in Paris between the French, Dutch and 
American interests with holdings in the oil 
fields around Casper, Wyoming, have resulted 
in the incorporation, under the laws of Wy- 
oming, of the Franco Petroleum Company, 
with a capitalization of $6,000,000, This com- 
pany will take over the Natrona County Pipe 
Line & Refining Company, which formerly 
belonged to the Franco Wyoming Company, 
and the Dutch Maataschaapi Petroleum, con- 
trolling all the territory formerly belonging 
to these companies as well as the 5,000 barrel 
daily capacity refinery at Casper. 

The Franco Petroleum Company will have 
no connection with the Midwest Oil Company 
other than the fact that several prominent 
stockholders in the Midwest company are also 
interested in the new company. However, it 
is undertsood that as soon as the litigation 
with the government covering certain portions 
of the oil lands at Casper has been settled, 
a merger will be effected of all the oil inter- 
ests in the Salt Creek field. This litigation 
covers only a portion of the holdings of tlre 
Midwest and the new company, their main 
holdings being patented and unassailable. 

The officers of the Franco Petroleum Com- 
pany are W. D. Brooks, former president 
and general manager of the Midwest Oil Com- 
pany, president; Pierre Caplane, Paris, and 
C. W. Burdick, vice presidents; B. H. Pelton, 
formerly with the Midwest Oil Company, 
secretary and treasurer, and F. M. McMahon, 
auditor. 


WE BUY AND SELL 


PIPE, CASING, TUBING, OIL 
WELL SUPPLIES 


Largest dealers in Southwest 
Inquiries solicited 


TEXAS SUPPLY CO. - BEAUMONT, TEXAS 


LOOK FOR RESULTS 
SOON NEAR CALGARY 


Expect Important Developments 
In Oil Fields Near Millarville 


In Very Near Future 


The latest reports from Calgary, Canada, 
state that important developments in connec- 
tion with the supposed oil fields south of 
Millarville are expected in the very near fu- 
ture. Both the MacDougall Segur Exploration 


Company and the Calgary Petroleum Products 
Company, who are carrying on drilling opera- 
tions southwest of Calgary, have secured ex- 
cellent indications of oil. The well of the 
MacDougall Segur Company is down 650 feet, 
and is now in the big sand, which is heavily 
impregnated with oil. Within the next 250 
feet the drillers expect to get enough gas to 
fuel the boilers. The Calgary Company is 
down 900 feet and also claims indications of 
oil are good. The Calgary well struck a 
strong flow of gas at 800 feet. 

A representative of the Standard Oil Com- 
pany of California is reported to be in Cal- 
gary investigating the situation at Millarville. 
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Hope for a Michigan Field Not Dead Yet 


V 


L| L 


By D. D. Flanagan. 


Hopes of developing a paying oil field at 


Saginaw, Mich., seem, at the present time, 
destined to meet the fate of previous drilling 
ventures around Manistee and Allegan, Mich. 

The oil trade, no doubt, remembers the re- 
port of operations some years ago from Man- 
istee, where thirty odd wells were completed, 
all of which showed a little oil at a depth 
of about 1,900 feet in what is known as the 
Dundee lime. The best well made a showing 
of from one to two barrels per day. Some 
few years later considerable work-was done 
around Allegan where some oil was found 
between 1,200 and 1,300 feet in what appar- 
would with the Trenton 


ently correspond 


rock. Persistent efforts have been made in 
this section to date without result of a pay- 
ing nature. 

In the fall of 1912 the Saginaw Develop- 
Mich., 


what looked like a very promising well at 


ment Company, of Saginaw, found 


a depth of 2,330 feet on the west bank of the 


Saginaw river and almost in the center of 


The oil found in this 


was of a very high grade, showing a 


the city of Saginaw. 
well 
specific gravity of over 46 B, and equal, if 
not better, than the best grade of Pennsylvania 
crude. This well had all the appearance when 
drilled in of being a good producer. It was 
shot, put to pumping and proved a big dis- 
The 


than 12 barrels and is today making about 2 


appointment. well never made better 


barrels. This well was the second venture 
of the Saginaw Development Company, and is 
known as No. 2 and is so marked on accom- 
panying map. 

The Saginaw Development Company drilled 
their first well on what is known as the 
Mundy & Fifield farm, in section No. 27. 
Buena Vista Township, to a depth of 2,240 
This well about six miles 
northeast from the Saginaw wells. The well 
not being as deep when abandoned as the 
pay found at Saginaw, a string of tools and 
outfit has been moved back there and well is 
now being drilled down, seeking oil or gas in 
the Saginaw level. This well is marked on 
accompanying map as No. 1. 


feet. is located 


ENA Y ISTA 
tion of Sa naw Co 


Following the completion of the Saginaw 
producing well another location was made and 
drilling started 600 feet south of the initial 
producer and on the same side of the river. 
Another was started on the east side of the 
river about 800 feet southeast of first pro- 
ducer and close to the City Hall. The well 
600 feet south failed to find any pay what- 
ever at the level of first production and drill- 
ing was continued down to a depth of 3,081 
feet. At 2,950 feet some oil was found and 
as nothing was found further down the well 
was filled up to the show at 2,950 feet and 
shot. The well was put to pumping and 
started off at the rate of about fifty barrels 
per day but dropped rapidly and within a 
This 


well is marked No. 3 on accompanying map. 


few days was making but five barrels. 


Well on east side of river had slight show 
of oil at 2,330 feet but was drilled down to 
the 2,950 foot level and shot in small showing 
at that depth. The well is today a small 
pumper. This well is marked on accompany- 
ing map as No. 4. 

The three wells Nos. 2, 3 and 4, combined, 
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are today possibly making between eight and 
ten barrels. 

A trifle over two miles to the south and 
a little west in Section No. 2, Saginaw Town- 
ship, a well was drilled to a depth of 3,100 
feet without any showing of oil or gas what- 
eevr and abandoned. 

About nine miles southeast from Saginaw in 
Section No. 9, Frankenmuth Township, a well 
was drilled to a depth of 3,200 feet without 
results and abandoned. 

Some two and a half miles northeast of the 
Saginaw wells a well was drilled on Section 
No. 17, Buena Vista township, to a depth of 
3,300 feet, which proved dry and was aban- 
doned. This well is marked No. 5 on accom- 
panying map. 

There is a well drilling over five miles to the 
northwest of Saginaw on Section No. 5, Sag- 
inaw township and near Lawndale. This well 
has been shut down owing to the severe win- 
ter weather, but no doubt has started drilling 
hy this time, and is due for completion almost 
any day. This well is marked on accompany- 
ing map as being located in Section No. 31, 
Kockville township, instead of Section No. 5, 
Saginaw, as above mentioned. 

Still another well is drilling at this time 500 
feet immediately north of first producer at 
Saginaw. 

The Mundy & Fifield, Lawndale, and the 
well 500 feet north of first producer comprise 
the entire operations at the present time in 
the Saginaw field, and judging from results 
of wells already completed the outlook is not 
very encouraging for big producers. 

The first producer at Saginaw found its oil 
2,330 feet in what is classed in Michigan as 
Traverse limestone. It would be rather diffi- 


Expect Wyoming to Have Record Crude Production 


Midwest and Franco Petroleum Plan to Double Refinery 
Capacities to Handle Production From Salt Creek Field 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

CASPER WYOMING, April 3.—The 
outlook for central Wyoming making a rec- 
ord this year in its production of crude oil 
is exceedingly bright, this being especially 
true of the Salt Creek field. The wonderful 
production of this field, which lies fifty 
miles north of Casper, has had the effect of 
bringing many drilling outfits into this per- 
tion of the state, with more or less success. 
However, the dry holes in the Salt Creek 
field proper are very few out of the eighty- 
one wells drilled, which run from a few 
barrels to 2,000 barrels per day. 

The structural features of this district are 
the Salt Creek anticline, with the two domes 
developed along its axis. The district is 
divided into the Salt Creek field, the Shan- 
non field, the Dugout Creek field and the 
Teapot dome. The product of the Salt 
Creek field is a dark green oil varying in 
gravity from 37 to 43 degrees Beaume. That 
of the Shannon field varies from 22 to 26 de- 
grees. As yet no wells have been drilled 
in the Teapot dome of the Dugout Creek 
tield. The first well in the Salt Creek field 
was completed in 1890 by P. M. Shannon, 


at a depth of 1,030 feet, yielding four bar- ° 


rels of oil a day. Since 1895 this well has 
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cult to class this formation with any pro- 
ducing rock known to the oil producing coun- 
tries. The oil found in the second producer 
at a depth of 2,950 feet is in what is called 
the Dundee limestone in Michigan. This 
formation would correspond with the Cornifer- 
ous limestone which produces the oil at Pe- 
trolia, Ont., and very possibly the oil at 
Terre Haute, Riley and Lyons, Ind. The Cor- 
niferous limestone has never proved to be a 
great oil producer or its producing area very 
extensive outside of the Canadian field. At 
Petrolia it was several miles in extent and 
hundreds of small wells have been drilled 
therein which have proven to be very long 
lived. 
DIDN’T FIND BEREA. 

In all the drilling in the vicinity of Saginaw 
the Berea was encountered at a depth of about 
1,800 feet, but no showing of oil or gas what- 
ever was found. There are still possibilities of 
the Berea proving a producer in sections of 
Michigan. Operations at Saginaw are in what 
is known as the Saginaw Basin in the Coal 
Measure. It is believed that there are future 
possibilities in the Coal Measure in sand lintels 
that may be found throughout the slates of 
the Coal Measure. 

Below the Dundee limestone and the Niag- 
ara, Clinton and Trenton are found, and it 
is possible that these may be reached and 
found to be producers of both oil and gas in 
some sections of Michigan where they do not 
lay as deep as in the vicinity of Saginaw. 

A great deal has been written concerning the 
Saginaw. Basin along the lines that it is one 
large bowl or big depression and that the pos- 
sibility of finding oil or gas in paying quan- 
tities, owing to the bowl, or syniclinal conditions, 


been pumped almost continually with but 
little, if any, variation in the production. 
This is the oil which, with some from other 
wells of like quality, was for years trans- 
ported in tank wagons to the little refinery 
at Casper, a distance of fifty miles, and was 
valued at $10 per barrel. There are now 
two pipe lines running from this field to 
Casper, where two large refineries are not 
able to handle the oil or supply the de- 
mand. The Midwest refinery is equipped 
with seven stills, with a daily capacity of 
4,900 barrels, and has a crude oil storage 
of 625,000 barrels, field and refinery. This 
company will build another complete re- 
finery, just east of their present site, which 
will have a daily capacity of 5,000 barrels. 
REFINERIES WILL EXPAND. 

The Franco-Petroleum Company, succes- 
sors to the Natrona Pipe Line & Refining 
Company, has a refinery equipped with two 
stills, combined capacity 190 barrels, used 
for Shannon oil, and six stills, combined 
capacity 2,000 barrels, used for Salt Creek 
oil; total capacity, 2,190 barrels. This year 
the capacity of this plant will be enlarged 
to 10,000 barrels. Each of these two re- 
fineries will represent a cash expenditure of 
$250,000, and when completed will have an 
output of nearly 20,000 barrels of refined 
product, counting all grades. 


is nil, going on the theory that in all prob- 
ability any oil or gas that might have existed 
had found its way to the surface. This line of 
reasoning is now well founded, as many anti- 
clinals may occur throughout this big syniclinal 
in many places, and furthermore, all forma- 
tions in which oil or gas has been found in 
paying quantities in many Jnstances are known 
to be porous only throughout a limited area 
of the formation and that the major part is 
close and barren, thereby sealing what is con- 
tained in the porous part of the same. Oil and 
gas is also found in lintels which occur or are 
formed within other formations or rocks. 
These lintels are not fixed horizons and are 
likewise sealed by the surrounding formations. 
Folds and monoclinals are also productive of 
oil and gas, and may be likewise protected. 
Consequently, where such conditions exist, 
there could be no possibility of escapement to 
the surface. 


The conditions existing in the Saginaw 
Basin are very similar to those existing in 
southern Illinois and the Kansas-Oklahoma 
fields, as the lower formations can be found 
cropping out to the surface in all directions 
from the producing fields of Illinois and the 
Mid-Continent. 

While developments to date at Saginaw, 
Mich., are anything but encouraging, it does 
not necessarily follow that nothing of a pay- 
ing nature in the way of oil and gas can be 
found in that region. It is more than prob- 
able that the: future will give better results 
and that the field, if one exists, will be found 
some distance from present operations and 
that the Coal Measure may furnish some good 
producers of oil and gas and from shallower 
sand than the finds at Saginaw. 


There will also be a large amount of drill- 
ing done in other portions of Central Wy- 
oming during the coming season. In South- 
ern Natrona and Fremont counties there is 
a well defined oil dome, and Laramie par- 
ties have two standard drilling rigs in that 
section at the present time. Another rig, 
if not more, will go in as soon as the roads 
are settled. This promises to be a good 
field. 

The Midwest people are also putting 
down a well in the Conant Creek field, east 
of Riverton. This field is on’the same anti- 
cline as the Dallas and Reservation fields, 
and is considered by geologists and prac- 
tical oil men as the most promising of the 
undeveloped fields in Central Wyoming 
today. 

Drilling is still going on in the Reserva- 
tion field, about nine miles north of Lander. 
This drilling is being done in the same vicin- 
ity as what is known to Wyoming oil men: 
as the Plunkett well, which was taken over 
by California parties. There is a well de- 
fined dome at this place. The drill on the 
well now being drilled by State Geologist 
Ed. Hall and V. H. Stone is down prac- 
tically 1,000 feet. They have gone through 
over 700 feet of shale, and according to the 
other wells in this field, are now due to 
strike the sand. 
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Mystery in Big Block of Leases Near Bradford 


One Thousand Acres Have Been Secured 
Bradford’s Deep Well Reaches Depth of 5520 Feet 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
BRADFORD, PA.., Apr. 8.—Clyde Mason, 
who has made a business of securing leases 


for oil and gas lands, and then turning them 


over to an operating company, has closed deals 
with land owners in the south part of Ran- 
dolph township in Cattaraugus county so that 


he has under lease something over one thou- 
sand acres. Recently he was through the 
country mentioned, and to a number of men 
interested he exhibited a contract with Brad- 
ford parties for the sinking of test wells. By 
the terms of the contract it is understood that 
a test well will be put down within four 
months somewhere in the block of territory 
recently leased 

Indications of oil have been found in the 
shallow wells put down all through that ter- 
ritory, but it has been considered that none of 
the wells were deep enough to really test the 
formations. The rig for the first test well is 
to be hauled as soon as the roads are suitable 
for heavy loads. Gas in small quantities has 
been found near Randolph, but tests hereto- 
fore made have not gone deeper than from 700 
to 1,000 feet. It is possible that the Medina 
sand may be found there at a depth approxi- 
mately 3,000 feet, and residents have faith in 
the belief that they are located over vast reser- 
voirs of oil and gas. The latest test will be 
watched with much interest, as a strike would 
open up a vast field for operations. 

C. E. White, of Rew City, recently sold to 
FE. A. Hathaway, T. B. Wilson and J. A. Fitz- 
gibbon, of Bradford, and J. E. Mullin, of 
Kane, Pa., one-half interest in 65 acres of land, 
and 15 producing wells located in the vicinity 
of Summit City.. The consideration was $17,- 
000. Two wells have been recently drilled, and 
are producing oil in prolific quantities. The 
territory is supposed to be in the flood district. 

The Star & Crescent Oil Co., of Bolivar, 
has been incorporated with a capitalization of 
$18,000, the stock selling for $25 a share. The 
directors are J. A. Wilbur, R. B. Moore and C. 
M. Van Curen, all of Bolivar. The company 
will operate in the McDonald field, where it 
has some territory under lease. 

At Simpson, Pa., the Associated Producers’ 
Co. has completed well No. 1 on the Bingham 
568, which is a two-barrel producer. 

Duke Center, Pa., is at present furnishing 
some excellent oil producers. Clara B. Ker- 
win, on the Baldwin farm, has a five-barrel 
producer. William Kinley has a five-barrel 
producer on the Alexander farm. Stover Bros., 
on the Borden farm, have a two-barrel well. 
There are also a number of new rigs and drill- 
ing wells in that section. 

In the vicinity of Limestone, J. Rogerson’s 
No. 25, on the Kennedy farm, is producing 
about two barrels. Nos. 26 and 27 on the 
same farm are drilling. 

On the Clare farm at Allegany, the South 
Penn Oil Co. has completed No. 6, which is 
good for five barrels a day. 

HIGH PRICE HELPS. 

The continued high price of crude Penn- 
sylvania oil is reviving the town lot operations. 
O. D. Howell has a rig up for a well in the 


rear of his residence at No. 595 East Main 
street. 

The Hedgehog Oil Company's No. 16 on 
the Morse farm was recently completed and 
when ppt to pumping made 10 barrels the first 
24 hours. Well No. 15, which was started 
thirty days ago on the same lease, is still doing 
six barrels a day and No. 14, which was started 
to pumping last fall, is still making 15 barrels 
a day. Ten wells belonging to this company 
are at present making 50 barrels of oil a day. 

Oil men in general have had much to con- 
tend with from the elements during the past 
few weeks. Wind has laid low oil derricks 
and rain has kept the roads in such condition 
that hauling rig timbers, etc., has been about 
impossible. During the past winter there has 
been but little snow, so that sleighing was out 
of the question: 

MORE GAS FOR CITY. 

The city of Bradford Gas & Power cor- 
poration, an organization principally of 
Bradford business men, has completed 
plans for an additional gas supply for this 
city. The company will lay nine miles of 
six-inch pipe from Red House gas field to 
Bradford. A gas pumping station will be 
installed on the company’s property and a 
number of wells that were drilled last year 
will be opened and the gas turned into the 
line. Men experienced in the gas business 
have estimated that the company has at 
the present time over 1,000,000 feet of gas 
ready for daily consumption. Contracts 
have been let for 20 additional wells and 
the work of drilling will be conmmenced as 
soon as the roads are suitable for hauling 
rig timbers, machinery, etc. 

The company has under lease a block of 
land in the Red House district of 15 square 
miles. The wells drilled a year ago are 
tubed, shut in and ready to produce gas as 
soon as the pipe line and gas station are 


completed. The wells were drilled by a 
company organized by Councilman James 
McManus, and were later ‘purchased by the 
corporation which is now to pipe the gas 
into Bradford. The project is being 
financed by Baltimore and Bradford capital. 
The officers of the company are as follows: 
President, George W. Bovaird; vice presi- 
dent, Samuel Auerhaim; secretary, Lee S. 
Mayer; treasurer, C. Ford Seeley. P. M 
Berwald is to have the management of the 
company’s operations. 
NEAR THE MEDINA. 

At this writing the Bradford deep well at 
Derrick City has reached a depth of 5,320 
feet. The drill is in a lime formation and 
the drillers anticipate that the Medina sand 
will be reached now at any time. No deep 
well was ever known to have been drilled to 
this depth without a fishing job. The only 
trouble that has been experienced at this 
well was a slight caving. Cement was used 
and the drilling was soon resumed, and 
there has been no trouble since. 

Calvin S. Matson died suddenly at his 
apartments at the St. James Hotel in this 
city, Friday evening, April 4. He was ill 
but two hours. Mr. Matson was 41 years 
of age. After reaching his maturity, Mr. 
Matson became interested in the oil busi- 
ness, and spent several years in West Vir- 
ginia while that territory was being de- 
veloped. About 10 vears ago he went to 
Oklahoma and remained in that state for 
five years. He leased thousands of acres 
of land in the vicinity of Tulsa and Bar- 
tlesville, for the Matson Oil Company, and 
through his efforts that company’s property 
became among the most valuable in the 
Oklahoma fields. Mr. Matson made his 
home in Bartlesville until the property of 
the Matson Oil Company was sold to 
Standard interests. 


High Price of Crude Increases _ 
Earnings of Pittsburgh Companies 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

PITTSBURGH, PA., April 7.—Floods in 
Ohio and Indiana a fortnight ago did not 
damage seriously oil operations. The chief 
losses came from lowlands being turned 
into veritable rivers, delaying field opera- 
tions, and imperfect railroad service inter- 
fering with the delivery of material and 
movement of men. Inquiry among the 
chief oil concerns of this city, the Ohio 
Fuel Oil Company and the Manufacturers’ 
Light & Heat Company, brought the reply 
that losses were small and not of permanent 
effect. Columbia Gas & Electric, which was 
fairly active of late on the Pittsburgh mar- 
ket, was hit rather hard by the high waters 


near Cincinnati. The Breman field and de- 
velopments in and around Parkersburg were 
washed by the high waters, but Pittsburgh 
owners will not suffer much financially. 
Trading in the Pittsburgh exchange has 
been dull of late, and as oil and gas stocks 
frequently lead the market, they are hun- 
dreds of shares below the record volume 
established in January and February, when 
crude oil was being advanced 7 cents almost 
daily until the purchasing price became 
$2.50. Since then there has been a period 
of hesitation to see the probable effects 
upon the earning power of these companies. 
Then, Pure Oil always has been the specu- 
lative leader, and while it held that position 
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during most of March, it is almost neg- 
lected now. Some 25,000 shares of Pure Oil 
were sold on general acceptance of the re- 
port that E. H. Jennings, a Pittsburgh 
banker, was trying to win control of the 
company away from Michael Murphy, of 
Philadelphia. One or two sources have de- 
cided that Murphy is even willing to retire, 
but there is another apparently reliable 
story that a reorganization of the executive 
force will occur at a meeting to be held at 
an early date. Until this year the company 
had paid little attention to public requests 
for an insight into its affairs, but recently 
it was announced that the earnings for Jan- 
uary were about $208,000, and that the 
stock had a book value of $11.32. Since that 
time the stock has fallen a point to around 
15%. Another oil stock which has been 
active of late is Manufacturers’ Light & 
Heat, which on the sale of $1,500,000 worth 
of stock to retire bonds and increase the 
dividend to a 7 per cent rate per annum, 
advanced almost 3 points to 52%. 
EARNINGS LARGE IN 1912. 

The increased price of crude oil during 
1912 is reflected in the earnings of the 
Washington Oil Company, the smallest of 
the 34 separated S. O. companies. Total 
profits last year amounted to $33,837, as 
compared with $15,963 in 1911, an increase 
of $17,874, or about 112 per cent. Produc- 
tion in 1912 fell off from 50,258 barrels to 
47,643 barrels. Other oil revenue decreased 
$1,155 to $4,886, and profits from the Tay- 
lorstown (Pa.) Natural Gas Company fell 
off $3,189. Expenses for 1912 decreased 
$8,655 to $54,228. Some of the most prom- 
inent bankers, including J. I. Buchanan, 
president of the Pittsburgh Trust Company, 


are interested in the company. It is un- . 


Oil a “Public 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

LOS ANGELES, April 8.—Notwithstand- 
ing the decision of the commerce court that 
inter-state pipe lines cannot be forced to 
become common carriers against their will, 
the movement to have the California legis- 
lature declare those within this state com- 
mon carriers continues. 

Committee meetings are being held daily 
at Sacramento, and Timothy Spellacy, a 
leading Independent producer, is pushing 
the fight. So far the Standard has not 
made any appearance whatever at the capi- 
tal, unless very secretly, but a hard fight is 
being made by attorneys for the Union Oil 
Company, and by L. P. St. Clair, president 
of the Transportation Company (the line 
that moves the agency oil), and of the 
agency. Protests have also come from the 
Associated and General Pipe Line. 

Francis J. Heney, the former “graft” 
prosecutor, is appearing as attorney for the 
advocates of the pending bill, and he pub- 
licly charged the General Petroleum and 
General Pipe Line with being Standard con- 
cerns and that the Union is to become the 
same through its purchase by the General. 
No proof whatever has been given in sup- 
port of this charge, and it is denied abso- 
lutely by all parties directly interested. 

SECOND PAYMENT ON OPTION. 

The General Petroleum made its second 


NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS. 


“derstood dividend payments will be made 
annually. 

A stock dividend of 100 per cent was de- 
clared by officers of the Gulf Oil Corpora- 
tion, meeting last week in Jersey City. The 
Gulf Oil intends increasing its capital stock 
from $15,000,000 to $60,000,000. Its balance 
sheet shows a net indebtedness of $12,045,- 
537. 

Ohio Fuel Oil is looked upon as having 
bright prospects, and there is much talk 
of a 100 per cent dividend being declared 
next month. 

Probably the first oil and light company 
in this section to undertake an employes’ 
subscription system, much on the plan of 
the Steel Corporation, is the Manufacturers’ 
Light & Heat. A lot of stock worth $600,- 
000 is being sold the employes at par, $50, 
on easy payment plan. 

The Union Natural Gas Corporation of 
Pittsburgh has begun the construction of a 
natural gas main from the Ohio fields to 
Ashland county. Funds for the project 
were raised recently. The new line will be 
20 inches in diameter from the gas fields to 
Dayton, Ohio, and 16 inches in diameter 
from Dayton to Muncie. At present Indiana 
towns in the Muncie district are supplied 
with artificial gas. 

FIELD OPERATIONS RESUME. 

Just as soon as the oil men feel that the 
weather has become settled extensive op- 
erations are promised, for the $2.50 buying 
price on crude has sent men into fields neg- 
lected of late. The South Penn, Carter Oil, 
Pure Oil, Philadelphia Company, Manu- 
.facturers’ Light & Heat are active, the lat- 
ter confining its operations largely to Law- 
rence county, Pa. 

In the old Petersburg field, Butler county, 
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operators have started to drill the wells to 
lower producing sands, the plan being to 
clean out the old holes and drill to the Snee 
sand. 

In the Scaffold Run pool, Spencer district, 
West Virginia, the Carter Oil Company’s 
No. 2, on the J. M. Butcher farm, produced 
200 barrels the first day after it was drilled 
into the pay sand of the Berea grit. No. 
3, on the same farm, has a daily production 
of 225 barrels. 

Ritchie county is regarded as a likely field 
for a new pool in the shallow sand district, 
and Rankin, Early & Burke are giving it a 
test. 

The People’s Natural Gas Company’s 
deep test on the R. A. Geary farm, near 
McDonald, Washington county, Pa., is drill- 
ing at a depth of 6,205 feet. 

Members of the Preachers’ Oil Company, 
composed of ministers in Butler and vicin- 
ity, have decided against further operations 
in the Penn township field, Butler county. 
It is said the company will throw up the 
leases, with the possible exception of the 
Dodds farm, where it has drilled three wells. 

The Parker & Edwards Company, of 
Pittsburgh, has taken up a block of leases 
in Donegal township, Butler county. The 
first well is on the Bloomfield farm, a for- 
mer producer in years gone by. 

The Phillips Company has erected a der- 
rick in the Portman district, Butler county, 
being the first operators in the field. Rep- 
resentatives of the American Natural Gas 
Company are endeavoring to buy choice 
holdings or leases in the same field. 

Despite the fact that dry holes were en- 
countered when wells were drilled near 
Slippery Rock, residents of that town in- 
tend working new locations. 


Utility” Latest Cry in California 


payment of $100,000 on its option on the 
Stewart holdings in Union Provident and 
United Petroleum, controlling Union Oil, 
on April 1. Similar payments must be made 
each quarter until $1,000,000 is paid, includ- 
ing the first payment of $500,000, after 
which the purchasers have until January 1, 
1915, to complete the purchase and take 
over the property. 

The more the deal is discussed the more 
its peculiar features are brought out, par- 
ticularly the almost insignificant sum ex- 
acted for an option on a property so vast 
and a purchase finally involving a sum of 
$20,800,000. Those who accept the General 
Petroleum’s statement that it has no Stand- 
ard or Shell-Royal Dutch affiliations at face 
value point to this as evidence and say that 
such big moneyed interests would never 
find it necesary to do business in this way. 

The General Petroleum has ordered ten 
tank steamers of 65,000 barrels capacity 
each, to be built in England. Four are al- 
ready partly completed, and the first, the 
Eugene de Sabla, will be delivered the lat- 
ter part of this year. Andrew Weir, the 
English ship owner, who was here inspect- 
ing the General property a few weeks since, 
will order the six additional ships as soon 
as he returns to England. He is himself a 
large stockholder in the General companies. 
The General Pipe Line has begun pumping 


oil through its newly completed line. 
OIL A “PUBLIC UTILITY.” 

The California Oil World has taken an 
entirely new stand in regard ta the whole 
fuel oil question and the making of pipe 
lines common carriers, and has come out 
editorially in favor of declaring oil a “pub- 
lic utility,” like gas, electricity, water, irri- 
gation works and railroads, placing the en- 
tire question of its transportation and mar- 
keting under the jurisdiction of the state 
railroad commission, and forbidding the 
sale of oil above or below its true value as 
ascertained by a thorough scientific inves- 
tigation by the commission. The Oil 
World maintains that the total absence of 
any fuel in California properly puts oil in 
this class; that, as it is, the producer is los- 
ing money and the consumer is facing a 
constant uncertainty as to prices. At the 
same time a stand is taken that merely to 
declare pipe lines common carriers without 
any further public regulation will simply 
lead to utterly destructive competition, fur- 
ther cutting of rates until the small men are 
forced to the wall and the consumer will 
have, first, a period of uncertainty and in 
the end to pay the losses of the surviving 
big companies. This position is by far the 
most radical yet advanced. 

Figures of oil sales by the Independent 
Producers’ Agency since it went into part- 


a 
1€s 
the 

yas ‘ 
ing 
tal. 
NS: 2 
S. 
M 

the | 
at 
320 
ind 
ind 
eep 
to 
nly : 
his 
sed 
ind 
his 3 
his 
ill 
ars 
Mr. 
1si- 
Jir- 
de- 
to 
for 7 
Tes 
and 
tty 
h i Ss 
of 
to 
de- 
ere 
rgh : 
has : 
ycks 
ime 
hen 
10st 4 
ame 
riod 3 
ects 
lies. : 
+ 
tion 5 


10 


nership with the Union as a marketer three 
years ago show 7,630,000 barrels sold in the 
eleven months of business in 1910; 13,600,- 
000 in 1911, and 14,500,000 in 1912. Prices 
in 1910 ranged from 44.4 cents per barrel 
in February down to 30 cents in December. 
In 1911 the price went from 30 cents in Jan- 
uary up to 35 in May and June, dropped to 
30.32 in July, rose to 33.9 in August, and 
then gradually fell to 30.69 in December. 
In 1912 the price was 30 cents from Jan- 
uary to June, in July 33.12, and 34 there- 
after, until the present time. In a circular 
just issued to stockholders the Traders’ Oil 
Company, an agency member, says it is in- 
formed that, from the latter’s advices, the 
price will be not less than 36 cents by July. 
PRICES GOING DOWN. 

Gasoline and engine distillates have been 
cut another cent, and now sell in Los An- 
geles at 15% and 7 cents, respectively. Cas- 
ing-head gasoline, now on the market to the 
extent of probably 200,000 gallons a month, 
and by blending with low grade distillates, 
increased to more than double this amount, 
is unquestionably a big factor in this price 
falling. Many small Independent refiners 
have tied themselves up by contracts with 
middlemen who peddle refined products in 
the city to supply the latter at three cents 
under the Standard’s quotation, whatever 
that may be. About two score of these 
middlemen operating one or two delivery 
wagons in Los Angeles and not reaching 
other towns are in fierce competition, while 
the Standard has only to wait until they 
force each other out and then step in and 
reap. the fruits. 

The Standard is after the fuel business of 
Southern California, and, furnishing the 
residuum of El Segundo refinery, is forcing 
the issue sharply. Bidding 68 cents a barrel 
against the Union-Agency’s 75 cents, it has 
just captured the contract for the big coast- 
wise passenger steamers, Harvard and Yale. 
This is generally taken as a notice that a 
price war is to be inaugurated here. 

The Standard Oil Company of California 
paid its regular second quarterly dividend 
of $1,125,000 in March at the rate of $2.50 
a share, or 10 per cent a year on $45,000,000 
issued stock. The Standard’s dividends are 
little more than twice the amount of the 
Union’s on a quarterly basis. The Union's 
is the second biggest paid in California reg- 
ularly. 

The Associated has just declared its first 
dividend in nine years, payable April 15, at 
the rate of $1.50 a share on $40,000,000 is- 
sued capitalization, amounting to $600,000, 
and bringing the grand total since organiza- 
tion to over $2,000,000. 

BARD COMPANY GETS THIRTY CENT 
OIL. 

The Bard Oil & Asphalt Company has 
apparently opened a new field of 30 gravity 
oil on the north flank and at the base of 
Sulphur Mountain in Santa Paula canyon, 
Ventura county, at 2,300 feet. The well is 
three-quarters of a mile from any others, 
and all those hitherto drilled on the north 
flank produce a fuel oil testing 17 gravity. 
On the south flank small quantities of light 
oil are found. The drill has penetrated the 
sand about ten feet, and the gas pressure 
has stopped progress temporarily. The strike 
is regarded as very important. 

In Modelo canyon near Piru, also in the 
Ventura fields, the Diamond Valley has lo- 
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cated what is apparently the extension of 
the sand from which the Modelo Oil Com- 
pany has long been producing small quan- 
tities. 


Cleveland, O. 


In the entirely new pospective field near 
the town of Ventura the Traders’ Oil Com- 
pany is encountering a very heavy and in- 
creasing gas pressure at 2,800 feet. 


Just B.S. From Electra, Texas 


Oh say, fellers, have you seen Jack Cul- 
bertson’s little, new, red-roaring-red ben- 
zine buggy, trimmed with pure leaf gold? 
Jack is as proud of that wagon as a boy 
with a pair of new ball-bearing skates. We 
don’t like to say this, but the only thing 
that kept Jack from contributing to the 
city’s exchequer (when they laid for the 
boys that memorable Sunday) was the fact 
that Jack was in Kansas City. 


Is it true, oh King! that the S. O. Co. is 
about to sing its swan song in the state of 
Texas? Go to, oh great commonwealth, 
and kick them from the Red river to the 
Gulf and see if I care? It will be great 
joy in the camp of the Independents, for 
they know that the more tentacles that are 
cut from their centipede appearances, the 
fewer nails the producers will have to mani- 
cure. A halo for Looney, the man who put 
the ROCKS to Rockefeller. 


Hush, I have been accused of losing my 
brains when I went off into poesy. Thanks 
for the compliment. To he who suggests 
that I once possessed the gray stuff I will 
say that in my position it is necessary, else 
the meal ticket would be conspicuous for its 
absence. But to the man who wears the 
stripes of servitude, he has no more need 
for thought than a cog in a big machine 


needs brains; all it needs is to fit. 


Attorney General Looney is to have the 
same time that the little girl had when she 
looked at a litter of pups. Said she, “I 
know your mother, and I know your broth- 
ers and sisters, but I don’t know who your 
father is, unless he is an oil man.” 

So it is with Looney when he looks at the 
Lone Star Gas, the Magnolia Petroleum 
and the Corsicana Petroleum Company, he 
says, “| know that Miss New Jersey is your 
sister, and I know of your brothers, and | 
think I know your mother, but who in hell 


are you? 


W. L. Barbee, of Houston, was registered 
at the Westland hotel. Mr. Barbee is the 
biggest, longest, handsomest oil man in 
captivity; he is 6 feet 7 inches in his socks, 
weighing 265 pounds. When he registered 
at the Westland, proprietor McCoy did not 
know what to do with him. A normal bed 
is only six feet two inches, and there were 
no abnormal beds in his hostelry, therefore 
there was a part of Mr. Barbee that would 
hang over the end of the bed. But the 


hardest question he had to solve was to get 
a room with a ceiling high enough for him 
to take off his shirt. They finally gave him 
a room with a skylight and knocked the 
windows out of it and let him do-part of 
the stretching on the outside. In an inter- 
view he seemed very enthusiastic over the 
Wichita county oil field. We trust he will 
make this his home, for this is a town of 
big men, and Barbee will not feel lonesome 


as he does in Houston. 


Walter H. Adams, treasurer of the Con- 
tinental Supply Company, was a recent vis- 
itor. 


A. A, Little, one of the early pioneers of 
the Wichita county field, has moved to 
Tulsa, Okla., with his family. Mr. Little 
was a clean cut gentleman and we lose him 
with regrets. 


W. G. (Bill) Skelly moved to Tulsa dur- 
ing the month. Bill has been here since 
towser was a pup and he has done well. 
Bill is an orator and will enchant his au- 
dience at Tulsa the same as he did while 
here. However, old scout, we wish you 
luck wherever you may stake your claim. 


We are in receipt of a letter from W. H. 
Heydrick, a member of the Tarbell and 
Heydrick syndicate, of Philadelphia, in 
which he recites some of the trials encoun- 
tered in leasing land in the state of fast 
horses, handsome women and good booze 
(Kentucky). He reports a gas well in their 
first venture, 


It looks as if a lot of the oil men would 
leave Wichita Falls in the near future, as 
the life of the speculator has been very hard 
and is becoming harder. The Mecca seems 
to be Tulsa, and to that end a great num- 
ber are working. I hope that at least some 
of the boys stay here, for it would be a 
lonesome world to me, without a bunch of 
oil men. 


G. C. Wood is deserving of congratula- 
tions. After a series of empty ones, the 
goddess smiled, and he is the proud pos- 
sessor of an interest in a two hundred bar- 
rel beauty, known as the Clint Wood Bor- 
cheltd forty-acre tract. 


Mr. Fairbanks, of the Iron Mountain 
Company, is here at this writing, April 5. 
They have been unfortunate in their exper- 
imental work, but this looks like a cinch. 
We hope that they are fortunate and will 
be able to kick the hoo-doo in the pie on 
this venture. 
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Two Hundred Barrel Producer On Forty Acre Lease 
Bought by a Touring Car—Smallest Reported this Month 


Special Correspondent.) 
WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS, April 7. -- 


Some time ago the writer wrote showing how 
easy it was to get a dry hole in Texas. It was 
evidently after I had been out in the field and 
eorged myself on pie a’la prunes in an oil 
country boarding house. This is the only rea- 
son that I can figure that gave me that pes- 
simistic feeling. For I have now to report 
that any one can get a well here as the re- 
ports for the past two weeks will show. 


[ wrote somewhat optimistically last month 
on the possibilities of this field, when the 
Honaker well, owned by the Corsicana Petrol- 
eum Co., a subsidiary, began the history mak- 
ing. 1,500 barrels of crude per diem. 


As a prophet and a seer I have the signs in 
Hick’s almanac looking like a comic supple- 
It now seems that every living oil man 
who has the simoleons and the sand to dig 
has been getting his reward. The C. P. Co. 
started the ball with their 1,500 barrel beauty, 
and then the Producers’ Oil Co. got mad and 
scratched the lid of the vessel on the Sheldon 
farm No. 3, and got a 900 barrel producer, 
right in the place that Bill McBride thought 
he had a double-riveted, copper-lined cinch on 
all the production in that part of the field. 
Then before they manicured their nails the 
Producers clawed a hole in Bickley No. 14, and 
it responded to the gentle touch for something 
like 850 barrels. The Sheldon well is 1906 
feet deep, and the Bickley is 1,658 feet deep. 
Then that bewitching Godess of Oil smiled a 
smole on Frank Cullinan and said, “Old sport 
you have worked well for the Producers Oil 
Co, I will give you something this time worth 
while, and No. 4 on the first Bywaters was 
drilled to a depth of 1,905 feet when she be- 
gan to put 1,000 barrels per day to the credit 
of the stockholders of the P. O. Co. 

That was almost enough to make the pikers 
who had gone to Oklahoma climb to the top 
of the “jin pole” and make a high dive. Was 
this all? 

CLINT “COMES BACK.” 


No, by the tattered rainment of Col. Drake. 
Clint Wood, who traded his big Jackson tour- 
ing car for 40 acres off the west side of the 
Borchelt farm, and who had spent some of 
the “hard-to-get” that he had coralled at Elec- 
tra in a fruitless effort to “come back,” drilled 
in a well last week that is now making over 
200 barrels per day at 1,600 feet on that very 
same forty that he traded the touring car for; 
another example of underneath the blackest 
hide you sometimes get the juiciest steak, but 
never mind the color of the cow’s hide, get the 
hamburger. Personally we are glad that Clint 
at last got a good one. 


ment. 


On the next spasm of this history we always 
take fiendish delight in reporting dry ones 
for the C. P. on account of their eastern 
afhliation, but we take pride in doing justice, 
and when they drilled in their well on the 
W. B. Honaker on the Richard Mead sur- 
vey and got a couple-a-century well we wish to 

reporting it fair, as it took some sand to 
vidertake to find an oil well in condemned 


NATIONAL PETROLEUM 


NEWS. 


The Lid is Off at Electra Everybody Gets Oil 


But history tells us that the victory 
is nearly always to the army that has the big- 
gest and best guns, so it is in the oil field, the 
successful operators are ones who can take the 
longest chances and have the coin to keep on 
taking the chances. 

3ut I am not through. The J. M. Guffey 
Petroleum Co. drilled in Miller No. 18, and 
that well is now making a couple of hundred 
barrels. This company did not get into the field 
until late, “but believe me, kid,” they are well 
fortified now and will make good with a 
vengeance. 

ALMOST WEARY OF SUCCESS. 

We had just about made up our mind that 
for one month we had had enough of noting 
The fact is that we all get tired of 
reporting that John D. knocked the Golf (pro- 
nounced Gulf) ball into Andrew Carnegie’s 
steel mill and set fire to one of his libraries. 
Not that we care a curse for Andrew's li- 
braries, or for Jawn’s ball, but it gets tiresome 
just the same. 

Now the grand finale: Greenleas brothers, on 
the Riley farm, after a protracted delay, came 
to the front no later than yesterday with a 
well that is touted at from two to five hundred 
barrels. 


territory. 


successes. 


Of all the wells commented on in this paper 
this is the most significant. It is two and a 
half miles south of the producing area of the 


Burkburnett district, and looks as if it had ex- 
tended the field more than any other well that 
has been drilled this winter. The whole fra- 
trenity here is looking for the field to pop wide 
open and get into the running as the greatest 
oil field ever found in the Great 
guns I think I have the fever, the Texas fever, 
at that. I want to go on record, however, as 
putting the production before long at 30,000 
The Producers Oil Co. has 
no reason under the sun to have less than 10,- 
000 barrels per day for the next four months, 
and in the meantime the few, God bless ’em, 
Independents and other companies of more or 
less importance, should be able to kick the 
production to at least twenty thousand barrels. 

Owen and Wilson have sold an interest to 
the Forest Oil Co., a newly organized corpora- 
tion with main offices in the Kemp & Kell 
building, Wichita Falls, Texas. The officers 
are: W. W. Johnson of Mineral Wells, Tex., 
president; G. E. Wilson, Electra, vice presi- 
dent; T. W. Owen, Electra, secretary and 
treasurer. The directors are: J. T. Overby, of 
lowa Park; George W. Overwood, of Min- 
eral Wells, and J. M. Hartsfield, of Fort 
Worth. The production of the firm of Owen 
and Wilson was about 200 barrels per day, 
and this has been taken over by the new com- 
pany. They have seventeen hundred acres of 
leases near Iowa Park, and one shallow well. 


barrels per day. 


Electra, Tex. Production Report 


Barrels 
10,294 
6,500 
1,100 


Corsicana Petroleum Co... 
J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co. ........ 
Red River Oil Co. 
Five Rivers 


Farms 
Woodruff Heights .. .. .. .. .. 1 
Woodruff Heights .. .. .. .. .. 1 
Woodruff Heights .. : 2 


Woodruff Heights .. .. .. .. .. 3 1: 


Woodruff Heights .. .. .. .. .. 4 
Douglas .. 

Douglas 

Douglas .. 

Douglas .. 

Douglass .. 

Skelly . 

Skelly .. 
Woodruff Heights .. 
Skelly .. 
Douglas 
Douglas .. 


Woodruff Heights .. .. .. .. .. 1 10 


Woodruff Heights .. .. .. .. .. 2 
Woodruff Heights .. .. .. .. .. 4 1 
Woodruff Heights .. 5 


Woodruff Heights .. .. .. .. * 6 10 


Skelly Addition .. .. .. ...... 4 
Skelly Addition .. .. .. .. .. .. 5 
Addition... .. 6 


io 


Barrels 

C. C: Weod and Ge. 200 
19,258 


Operators 
Robbins & Ramsey. 
Johnson Oil Co. 
Johnson Oil Co. 
Johnson Oil Co. 
Johnson Oil Co. 
Oktoha Oil Co. 
Oktoha Oil Co. 
Oktoha Oil Co. 
Oktoha Oil Co. 
Oktoha Oil Co. 
Guarantee Oil Co. 
Guarantee Oil Co. 
Baker & Ralston. 
Sheldon Oil Co. 
Hivick & Co. 
Hivick & Co. 
Hivick & Co. 
Hivick & Co. 
Badgett & Dale. 
Badgett & Dale. 
Badgett & Dale. 
Badgett & Dale. 
Badgett & Dale. 
Article Oil Co. 
Boyce Oil Co. 
Boyce Oil Co. 
Boyce Oil Co. 
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Eeds .. 


Woodruff Heights .. 
Woodruff Heights .. 


Borcheladt 
Borcheldt 
Borcheldt 
Honaker .. 


Skelly .. 


Woodruff Heights .. 


Total, 


Schmoker 
Schmoker 
Embry .. 


Embry .. 


Total 212 barrels. 


Horton & Walker .. 


Chenault .. 


Riley 


Total 103 barrels. 


456 barrels. 


IVNOILVN 


30 Sun Oil Co. 
40 Northwestern Oil Co. 
10 


Texas Oil, Land & Development Co. 


20 Texas Oil, Land & Development Co. 
25 Interstate Oil Co. 

3 Interstate Oil Co. 

50 Interstate Oil Co. 

10 Webb & Hardenburg. 

15 F. T. Knott. 

25 Sanders & Knott. 


BURKBURNETT DISTRICT. 
CORSICANA PET. CO. 


1 40 10 
2 35 Keown .. 2 a 
1 35 1 15 
35 Guilet .. 
4 MISCELLANEOUS. 
Rg 8 J. W. Dyson & Co. 

1 30 Interstate Oil Co. 

1 60 W. C. McBride. 

2 5 Greenleas Bros. 


PETROLIA DISTRICT. 


Total 20,029 barrels. 
Byers i 
By Crs .. 
Byers . 11 
Taylor .. 2 
Taylor 4 
Total 300 barrels. 
Dun .. 2 
Dun .. 1 
Total 32 barrels. 
3ean & Markowitz .. .. .. .. 1 
Bean & Barkowitz .. .. .. .. .. 2 
Elliott 1 


Total 190 barrels. 


60 Producers’ Oil Co. 
30 Producers’ Oil Co. 
175 Producers’ Oil Co. 
30 Producers’ Oil Co. 
5 Producers’ Oil Co. 
7 J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co. 
25 J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co. 
75 Developers’ O. G. Co. 
160 Developers’ O. G. Co. 
50 Edmonds Oil Co. 
5 Amarillo Oil & Gas Co. 


And 250 miscellaneous shallow wells whose combined production is 350 barrels. 
Grand total 20,901 barrels of 42 gallons. 


Drilling Report on Electra Field 


Depth and 


R s. 
Well No. Farm. Operator. —y 
43 Stringer .................Producers Oil Co. 1360 
46 Producers Oil Co. 100 
29 Waggoner ..............Producers Oil Co. 1875 
30 Waggoner ...............Producers Oil Co. 1865 
31 a Producers Oil Co. (shut down) 1100 
32 Waggoner ...............Producers Oil Co. 910 
33 Waggoner ...............Producers Oil Co. 1818 
34 Waggoner ...............Producers Oil Co. 1320 

35 Waggoner ...............Producers Oil Co. Rig up. 
36 Waggoner ...Producers Oil Co. 450 

37 Waggoner ...............Producers Oil Co. Location. 

1 Waggoner Bros. .........Producers Oil Co. 860 

1 Producers Oil Co. (Shut down) 2860 
21 Allen Rig. 

5 First Bywaters .......... Producers Oil Co. Location. 

4 Second Bywaters ........ Producers Oil Co. 1410 
15 Second Bywaters ........ Producers Oil Co. 1810 
15! Second Bywaters ........ Producers Oil Co. Rig up 
16 Second Bywaters........Producers Oil Co. 1855 
14 Ee eae Producers Oil Co. Rig. 
13 Marriott .................Producers Oil Co. Rig. 

10 Bickley weeeeeeeeee Producers Oil Co. (Shut down) 1200 
13 Producers Oil Co. 1870 
16 Bickley Oil Co; 970 
17 -Producers Oil Co. 840 
18 -Producers Oil Co. 900 
19 .Producers Oil Co. Rig. 

7 ere Corsicana Pet. Co. 1573 
36 ee Corsicana Pet. Co. 1200 
37 Corsicana Pet. Co. Location. 
38 Corsicana Pet. Co. Location. 
26 eT ae .Corsicana Pet. Co. 2007 
45 ae . Corsicana Pet. Co. 1052 
46 R. S. Allen.............+.Corsicana Pet. Co. 750 
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LARRY HEYDRICK IS 
A “SUR-NUF” ANGEL 


L. C. HEYDRICK. 


T was a bright, beautiful, sunshiney morn- 

| ing on the 5th day of May, 1875, when 
nature always comes from her siesta, and 
shakes herself into springtime loveliness. In 
this particular locality, this month of all the 
months of the year is the most charming, for 
it was in western Pennsylvania, in the county 
of Butler, and the township of Dounegall. (If 
it was not in Dounegall township it was very 
close to it.) The city in which this event 
That 
was before some of her citizenship had crossed 


happened was then called Millerstown, 


Lake Ontario in the good ship Chicora, when, 
after a pleasant passage on that magnificent 
lake boat there was nothing to it but that their 


home town 


must be christened Chicora to 


commemorate their first trip that land became 
invisible and they were on the deep blue. Any- 


way, they had a christening, and the town is 
known to this day as Chicora. On the above 
date a child was born in the Heydrick house- 
hold. It was an auspicious occasion, and 
when he was christened they called him Law 
rence C. Heydrick. When I asked him how a 
Dutchman could be born in Dotnegall town 
ship he explained that he was a mixture of 
the Dutch and Irish. 

You will note by the accompanying photo 
that he has matured into a handsome and 
dignified gentleman. While he is thirty-eight 
years old the 5fth day of May, 1913, he stil! 
looks like a kid. He was well educated in the 
common and high schools of Butler, Pa. 
where his parents moved about the time the 
great McBride well was struck. God almighty 
was very good to him, giving him a_ well 
modulated voice, a disposition and manner that 
was attractive to the men and especially to 
the women. But the Creator was not respon 
sible for the legs, for they lack the tape: 
that goes well with the rest of his makeup, and 
they lack the symmetry that should accompan) 
the form and features. But I am prone to 
believe, on account of his activity, that h: 
has been in a manner deformed. He starte: 
out in the oil game when he was very youn: 
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\pril, 


and it is this that I think injured his under- 


sinning. But on the other hand they are par- 
ticularly adapted to withstand a heavy wind- 
storm, or a sudden impact from an_ irate 
farmer as they are placed under him in the 
shape of a brace, in other wurds, while he 
is standing on his feet looking toward Denver, 
one points toward Dallas and the other toward 
Oklahoma City. 
FEET NOT NEEDED. 

Now they say that a soldier does not need 
» head. Well, Heydrick does not need feet, 
because he has a head, and a good one. By 
profession he is a civil engineer. When it 
comes to working out the details of a proposi- 
tion, he has an embroidery designer faded to 
a shadow. And when he meets up with a 
horny-handed son of the globe, whom he has 
designs on, may God in his mercy look down 
upon that said farmer, for he can talk six 
different languages, one you can understand 
and five you can’t, and can paint the picture of 
a suecessful oil venture, and show the farmer 
beyond any doubt the happiness that awaits 
his signature to the lease. Sometimes he talks 
a language that neither the farmer, the chauf- 
feur, the cattle or myself understand, but the 
farmer looks wise, nods his spinach in hearty 
accord with Mr. Heydrick’s logic, and it wins. 
The moral to this is, that as a rule a farmer 
does not need to understand anything you say, 
as long as he thinks he does and signs the 
lease. 

Heydrick claims there is no such a thing as 
luck. He says that all the accomplishments of 
a successful man, at which people look with 
praise, are but instances of the resistless force 
of perseverence. When one has been associated 
with him, as I have been, they 

f his present past and future, so than 
any other person. As an angel, he has any 
melodramatic angel looking like a cherub. He 
is the one best bet for the man who wants to 
orrow a five or a ten. Some one said that 
the greatest of all is charity. If this is true, 
then he is the greatest ever. Beecher has 
said that “We are rich through what we give, 
and poor only through what we refuse and 
keep.” This man is rich for his hand is 
open and the limit is his bank account. 

GRADUATED TO OIL. 

He began the oil business when he left the 

high school. 


are the judges 
more 


His father was a pioneer, and 
drafted the first copyrighted lease in Pennsyl- 
vania. He also made one of the first farm 
maps of Butler county, hence the son, besides 
having a talent for the detail work, has had 
considerable practical experience. He took the 
right-of-way for the Pure Oil Company’s line 
between West Virginia, Pittsburgh and Phila- 
delphia. They say that he promised every 
farmer along that line free gas, even though 
was only an oil line. The farmer is still 
vaiting for the gas. But he took the right-of- 
in a businesslike and agreeable manner to 
the Jennings’ who are, as a rule, hard task- 
masters, 
ile has made the rounds from Pennsylvania 
the Gulf with indifferent success. In Illinois 
beat the game to death. He beat it in 
Oklahoma, and when he came to Texas he did 
t get the breaks that he deserved. He says 
mself (although not a disciple of luck), if 
enus De Milo were bathing in the Wichita 
‘iver he would be fishing out at tne lake, and 
ears that if he had been tipped that Venus 
‘is going to take her plunge on a certain 


(Continued to col. 1, 


page 14) 
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R. S. Allen.. 
R. S: 


Cross 
Cross 
Cross 


S. E. Honaker .. 


S. E. 


Red River Allen........ 
Red River Hamilton.... 


F. 


Brewer .... 
Palmer Sheldon 


Miller . 


Miller . 


Crow 


Bywaters 
Honaker 
Williams 


INDEPENDENTS. 


Bywat 
Dougl 


Powers 
Allingham 
Krohn 
Krohn 
Marriott 
Marriott 
Marriott 
Prince. .... 
Second Douglas 
Marriott 


NEWS. 


& Brown 
& Brown ........ 
......... 


Honaker 


as 


..Corsicana Pet. Co. 1550 
Corsicana Pet. Co. 1765 

.. Corsicana Pet. Co. (Est. 50 bbls.) 1080 
.J. M. Guffey Pet. Co. 1485 

. M. Guffey Pet. Co. 1040 

. M. Guffey Pet. Co. 1500 

. M. Guffey Pet. Co. 1250 
.M. Guffey Pet. Co. 1080 

. M. Guffey Pet. Co. 650 

. M. Guffey Pet. Co. (Shut down) 1150 
.M. Guffey Pet. Co. 1500 

. M. Guffey Pet. Co. 720 
.Red River Oil Co. 500 
..D. C. Acosta and others 1350 
... Deering & Son (Shut down) 1680 
...electra O. -F. Co. 600 
.Electra Valley Ou Co. (Shut down) 1200 
..Electra Valley Oil Co. 1950 
..Forest Oil Co. 500 
..Forest O.1 Co. Rig. 
...Forest Oil Co Rig. 
..Prince O. & D. Co. 1000 
Oktaha Oil Co. 1120 


Marriott 


Bullington 
Powell 


ross 
Ander 
Crow 


Woodruff & Krohn.. 


son & re row. 


Sheldon ..... 


Woodruff Heights....... 
Woodruff Heights...... 


Ayers 
Willia 


ms & Brookins. PO 


EEDS DISTRICT. 


Eeds 
Eeds 


Warner 
Borcheldt 
Borcheldt 
BURKBURNETT DISTRICT. 
Schmoker 


Sands 


Guillett 
Embry 


Hickey 
Hodges 


Morris 

Staley 


Smith 


Kierst 


Riley 
Riley 
Riley 


Horton & W alker ee 
Chenault 


Thom 


George .. 
Van Horn 


IOWA PARK DISTRICT. 
Roberts ..... 
Brown 

Ferguson 

Winfrey 
Lockredge ... 
PETROLIA DISTRICT. 


Body 


England 


.. Corsicana Pet. Co. 
.. Corsicana Pet. Co. 
.. Corsicana Pet. Co. 
.. Corsicana Pet. Co. 
.Corsicana Pet. Co. 
.. Corsicana Pet. Co. 
.Corsicana Pet. Co. 
. Corsicana Pet. Co. 
. Corsicana Pet. Co. 
.Corsicana Pet. Co. 
.Corsicana Pet. Co. 
.. Corsicana Pet. Co. 
.Corsicana Pet. Co. 


.William Mowers . 
.Five Rivers Oil Co. 


Five Rivers Oil Co. 


.. Five Rivers Oil Co. 
..Ed. Morgan 
..Canadian Oil Co. 
Sun Oil Co. 

.W. C. McBride 


Powell & Co. 


C. McBride 


.Dale & Knott 
..Sanders & Dale 
.Florence Oil Co. 


. Wich, 


Wilb. 
Skelley & Reed 


Northwestern Oil Co. 


Corsicana Pet. Co. 
Clint Woods 
Interstate Oil Co. 


..Corsicana Pet. Co. 


Corsicana Pet. Co. 


..Corsicana Pet. Co. 


Corsicana Pet. Co. 
Corsicana Pet. Co. 


..Corsicana Pet. Co. 


Corsicana Pet. Co. 
Corsicana Pet. Co. 
Corsicana Pet. Co. 


.Corsicana Pet. Co. 
.Corsicana Pet. Co. 


. Producers Oil Co. 


. Producers Oil Co. 
. Producers Oil Co. 
.. Producers Oil Co. 

J. M. Guffey Pet. Co. 
..J. M. Guffey Pet. Co. 
J. M. Guffey Pet. Co. 


.Interstate Oil Co. 
..Greenlease Bros. 
:.Greenlease Bros. 


...Greenlease 
.Marcus Oil Co. 
.J. W. Dyson & Co. 
..-Sun Oil Co. 


Bros. 


McBride 


....W. C. McBride 


J. E. 


..Red River Oil Co. 
..Wilcox and others 


... Buffaloe Oil Co. 
...Hivick & Co. 
... Owen & Wilson 
.. Staples & Co. 
.. Rigsby, 
. Ralston, 


Corsicana Pet. Co. 
England 


Dev. Co. 


Reese and others 
Friend & Brocaw 


Location. 


1380 


. (Shut down) 1450 

(Shut down) 1200 

Location. 

Rig. 
700 
700 
1900 
640 
1700 
1570 
Rig. 
950 
825 
1200 


(Fishing) 


(Est. 25 bbls.) 
(Fishing) 


Rig. 
100 
1100 
1300 
(Est. 50 bbls.) 1469 
1670 
400 
200 
1420 


Rigging up. 

(Abandoned) 2135 

1200 

1500 

1800 

1700 

1100 

1440 

1425 

(Shut down) 1260 
Completed. 
Abandoned. 

(Shut down) 1853 
Location. 

1530 

1180+ 
Location. 
Rigging up. 
Location. 


(Shut down) 1350 
(Shut down) 1275 
730 
1130 
200 
150 


(Abandoned) 2130 
1375 


4 
13 
47 
500 
15 Rig. 
16 Rig. 
6 
1350 ; 
19 750 = 
Rig. 
1068 
680 
1 
“es eee 
18 
| 
Rig. 
photo 
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2 Amarillo Oil & Gas Co. (Aband.) 1115 
1 Edmond Oil Co. (Shut down) 150 
5 Jean & Markowitz....... Developer’s Oil Co. Rigging up. 
12 Producers Oil Co, 3 
13 OPT Producers Oil Co. Rig. 
1 Davis & Howell ......... Hammond & Short Rig. 
1 Neal Esperson 400 
| Joyce Esperson 350 
WILD CAT LOCATIONS. 
Clay County. A 
1 Bevering .. Riverside Oil Co. 1350 
1 Greenlease Bros. (Abandoned) 1800 
Baylor County. 
Russell Bros. 1680 
1 Kniferauch .. Thompson Bros. Rig. 
Montague County. 
1 Robinson ..Denny Oil Co. 1300 
Haskell County. 
1 Stamford Oil & Gas Co. 1125 
Childress County. 
Robbins & Co. 1600 
] Home Oil Co. 650 
Archer County. 
2 Sun Oil Co. 800 
1 Russell Bros. (Abandoned) 1350 
] Eells C’ty. School Land.. Russell Bros. (Abandoned) 1100 
4 Eells C’ty. School Land..Russell Bros. 820 
Shackelford County. 
1 Black Stock .............-Producers Oil Co. 1910 
3 Elliot .Producers Oil Co. 1880 
Young County. 
1 Producers Oil Co. 2850 
] Fowler ..............--..Producers Oil Co. 2315 
] Carmack a .Producers Oil Co. (Abandoned) 2000 
Jack County. 
] lulien Sanchez Surv......Toyah Valley Oil Co. 100 
2 Julien Sanchez Surv......Toyah Valley Oil Co. (Est. 6 bbls.) 115 
3 Julien Sanchez Surv......Toyah Valley Oil Co Location. 
Hardeman County. 7 
1 Fitzpatrick ..Southern Gas Co. Rig. 
Stephens County. 
] Pratt & Puffenburg (Abandoned) 2285 
Denton County. 
1 Wilson .Denton Oil & Gas Co. Rig. 
Wise County. 
Well drilling 22 miles west Decauter 425 
Well drilling near Alvord 
Wichita County. 
Canadian Oil & Gas Co. Location. 


Wie 


i 


(Continued from col. 1, page 13) 
morning, that when he got to the riverside 
there would be a sandstorm come up and ob- 
scure his vision. So that picture of Liberty on 
the American chromo was as hard to corral 
as an unbranded three-year-old that had grown 
up in the bottoms; and he found himself here 
with a ten-thousand dollar per year head and 
the market glutted. 

It took some time to get started, but when 
once any one dealt with him it was a cinch that 
they would deal again, for his papers were 
clean and everything required was attached 
and he did not misrepresent, a combination 
that is hard to beat, and it should, and did, 
have its reward. He has made considerable 
money and is in a position to make more. But 
who cares for money.. Not he. The saying 
that 


Chemist Tells of Tests He 
Used on New Motor Fluid 


(Continued from page 16, Column 3, Main 
Section) 

ascertained by the following comparative 

tests: 

“Affhlant says that, to make the said tests, 
he took the gasoline product of distillation 
of the heavy residues referred to, obtained 
without pressure and with the vapors super- 
heated to between 800 degrees and 900 de- 
grees F., and the same quantity of gasoline 


Were I so tall to reach the sky 

Or take the ocean in my span, 

I must be measured by my soul, 

The mind’s the standard of the man. 

And so we say that we know and love him. 

And when the Great Purchaser of human 
leases calls for his abstract, and attorney’s 
opinion, the papers will be clean and white, 
and there will be no cloud on his title to the 
enjoyment of the streets of gold. 


But I beg to advise Peter that if he owns ~ 


any real estate in that happy land, to get it 
out of his name, for Heydrick will lease it 
and get a well started, for he’s the guy that 
does things. 

P. S—The reason that I like him so well 
is because he is the softest guy to borrow 
money from I have ever met. 
produced according to the aforesaid process, 
namely, by distillation of the said residues 
under high pressure and with the vapors 
super-heated by the increase of pressure, 
and mixed each gasoline product separately 
with concentrated sulphuric acid of 95 per 
cent strength in proportions of about two 
parts of the acid to one part of the naphtha. 
Each mixture was thoroughly shaken for 
about a half-hour, and was then allowed to 
stand for a period of about five hours. 
Thereupon, the acid was withdrawn and 
fresh acid was added to the residual naph- 
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tha, the mixture being again shaken for 4 
half hour and again allowed to rest for a 
period of about five hours. These opera- 
tions of withdrawing the acid, adding fres) 
acid, shaking and resting, were repeated as 
long as any portion of the naphtha was 
shown to be taken up by the acid. When 
that condition arrived, and after the final 
resting of the mixtures, the paraffine serics 
was removed from each container and sep- 
arately measured. The results obtained 
showed, in the case of the “cracked” disti!- 
late, meaning that produced with the treat- 
ment without pressure but with the vapor 
super-heated, that 49.4 per cent of the 
“cracked” or unsaturated hydrocarbons had 
been removed by the action of the acid, and 
in the case of the pressure distillate, or that 
resulting from the process of the afor 
said application, 20.2 per cent only of the 
“cracked” or unsaturated petroleum had 
been removed by the action of the acid. 

“Affiant says that he necessarily deduces 
from the aforesaid comparisons that these 
residual hydrocarbons, when treated for 
obtaining gasoline therefrom by distillation 
with super-heating the vapors but without 
pressure, yield very much less of the par- 
affine series than when treated according to 
the process of the aforesaid application, the 
difference in the present instance being 
about 29.2 per cent in favor of the treat- 
ment by said process, which is much more 
than sufficient to produce the resultant 
gasoline profitably in commercial quantities, 
whereas the other said treatment produces 
a yield of the paraffine series wholly insuf- 
ficient for commercial purposes and, be- 
sides, is unprofitable, for the reasons, first, 
that in the distillation the loss incurred p\ 
production of a large amount of fixed gas, 
uncondensible under ordinary conditions, 
is abnormally great; second, that the per- 
centage yield of such gasoline obtained is 
too small to be profitable, and third, the 
loss due to the necessary treatment with 
sulphuric acid to secure a deodorized and, 
therefore, commercially acceptable product, 
is SO great as to render it unprofitable. 

“Affiant further says, that for the purpose 
of verifying the results of the aforesaid 
comparative tests, he made tests in sub- 
stantially the same way according to the 
well-known Hubl method of iodine absorp- 
tion, with the result that he found 100 
grams of the “cracked” distillate to have 
absorbed 220 grams of iodine, while 100 
grams of the distillate of the process of the 
aforesaid application had absorbed 97 grams 
of iodine. 


“Affiant further says that he also resorted 
to a test, by the well-known Mcllhiney 
bromine addition process, in which, of the 
aforesaid “cracked” distillate, 100 grams 
added 124 grams of bromine, whereas with 
the distillate of the process of the aforesaid 
application, 100 grams added 46.1 grams 
of bromine. The three test treatments thus 
set forth, therefore, lead to the same con- 
clusion, namely, that the so-called “cracked” 
naphtha contains approximately two and 
one-half times as much of the objectionable 
unsaturated series as does naphtha pro- 


duced by the process of the aforesaid appli- 
cation. 


“Afhant further says that it is not neces- 
sary to employ the process of the aforesaid 
application in the ordinary practice of dis- 
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tilling naphtha from crude petroleum, in- 
volving heating of the petroleum without 
subjecting the vapors to pressure of super- 
heating, because the resultant naphthas do 
not contain so much of the unsaturated 
bodies as to render their production in this 
way commercially unprofitable; however, it 
has been affiant’s invariable practice to treat 
the naphthas so obtained with sulphuric 
acid to remove therefrom these unsaturated 
bodies which, if left in the product, would 
impair its selling quality because of the 
objectionable odor imparted thereto by the 
contained unsaturated bodies. 

“Affiant further says that the naphthas 
produced by the process of the aforesaid 
application belong to the same series and 
are in about the same proportion ‘commer- 
cially as those found in the distillate from 
crude oil produced by ordinary processes, 
and that, for the purpose of comparing the 
product of the ordinary practice, herein re- 
ferred to, of distilling naphthas from crude 
petroleum, with the process of the aforesaid 
application, he made the same tests as those 
hereinbefore described with reference to the 
use of sulphuric acid, iodine and bromine, 
and ascertained that the products of both 
processes were substantially identical, in- 
asmuch as he found that the treatment with 
the sulphuric acid removed approximately 
12 per cent of the unsaturated bodies, that 
the iodine absorption number was 36.3 and 
that the bromine addition number was 16.7. 


What is Covered by the 
Dewar Redwood Patent 


The following are the letters patent is- 
sued to Dewar and Redwood, in which their 
process is described in detail and the above 
diagram of their still explained: 

Apparatus for the Distillation of Mineral 
Oils and Like Products. 
Specification forming part of Letters Patent 
No. 426,173. Dated April 22, 1890. 

Application filed September 3, 1889, Serial 
No. 322,857 (No model). Patented in Eng- 
land, June 24, 1889, No. 10,277; in France, 
August 30, 1889, No. 200,495; in Belgium, 
August 30, 1889, No. 87,570; in Switzerland, 
August 30, 1889, No. 1,339; in Italy, October 
1, 1889, Vol. LI,233, and in Austria-Hungary, 
December 27, 1889, No. 37,712 and No. 63,- 
270. 

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
se it known that we, James Dewar, pro- 
fessor of chemistry, and Boverton Red- 
wood, analytical chemist, citizens of Eng- 
land, residing, respectively at No. 1 Scroop 
Terrace, Cambridge, in the county of Cam- 
bridge, England, and at Ballard’s Lane, 
Finchley, in the county of Middlesex, Eng- 
land, have invented new and useful appara- 
tus for the distillation of mineral oils and 
like products (for which we have obtained 
Letters Patent in France, dated August 30, 
1889, No. 200,495; in Belgium, dated August 
30, 1889, No. 87,570; in Switzerland, dated 
August 30, 1889, No. 1,339; in Italy, dated 
October 1, 1889, Vol. LI,233; in Austria- 
'lungary, dated December 27, 1889, No. 37,- 
12, and No. 63,270, and in Great Britain 


by an application for patent, which patent’ 


when granted will bear date June 24, 1889, 


No. 10,277), of which the following is a 
specification: 
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PLAN OF DEWAR REDWOOD STILL 
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In distilling mineral oils—such as natural 
petroleum or similar oil made from shale 
coal or other bituminous substances—in or- 
der to separate the lighter oils, suitable for 
lamps and other purposes, from the heavier 
oils there is frequently a very large residue 
of heavy oil. Attempts have been made to 
obtain lighter oils from such residues or 
from heavy natural petroleums by causing 
the vapor generated in the still-boiler to 
pass a heavily-loaded valve, so that the 
vaporization takes place under considerable 
pressure. It has also been proposed to 
arrange the still-boiler with its upper part 
cooled, so that the less volatile portions of 
the vapor may become more or less con- 
densed and fall back into the hot liquid be- 
low, this mode of operating being com- 
monly termed “cracking.” Both these meth- 
ods are objectionable, the former on ac- 
count of the irregularity of the distillation 
and the latter on account of the waste of 
heat in conducting the cracking process 
and the slowness and insufficiency of the 
results. 

WHAT THEY DO. 

Our invention relates to suitable appara- 
tus for a method of conducting the distilla- 
tion in such a manner that we get the 
benefit of regular vaporization and con- 
densation under high pressure, and that we 
may at the same time get such advantage as 
can be obtained from cracking, which 
method is the subject of a patent applica- 
tion of even date herewith. For this pur- 
pose we arrange a suitable boiler or retort 
and a condenser in free communication 
with one another without interposing any 
valve between them; but we provide a reg- 
ulated outlet for condensed liquid from the 
condenser. We charge and keep charged 
the space in the boiler or retort and con- 
denser that is not occupied by liquid with 
gas under considerable pressure—it may 
be with air, or it may be with carbonic-acid 
gas or other gas that cannot act chemically 
on the matter treated. The distillation and 
condensation being thus conducted under 


considerable pressure, which can be reg- 
ulated at will, we obtain from the heavy 
residue a quantity of more or less light oil, 
suitable for illuminating and other purposes 
—such as heating or lubrication—which 
cannot be obtained by distillation under at- 
mospheric pressure. We may also arrange 
the still-head or upper part of the boiler or 
retort so as to operate according to the 
cracking method above referred to, the 
cracking in this case taking place under 
high pressure instead of being carried on: 
under atmospheric pressure. 

The apparatus for effecting distillation in 
the manner described may be arranged in 
various ways. 

The accompanying drawings show cu.e 
form of apparatus for this purpcse. 

Figure 1 is a longitudina!, and Figure 2 
is a transverse section. Figure 3 is a sec- 
tional plan on the line XX of Figure 1. 

A is a fireplace, with fire-door A’ and 
ash-pit door A’, suited for regulating admis- 
sion of air as required. 

Instead of a fireplace with grate for burn- 
ing solid fuel, any known burners for liquid 
or gaseous fuel may be employed. 

Above the combustion-chamber B is 
placed a metal retort C, which is enclosed 
within a refractory casing C’ to protect the 
metal from excessive local heating. The in- 
cased retort is situated in a heating cham- 
ber B’, into which the hot products of com- 
bustion ascend by side ports B’, and from 
which they pass by central port B’ into a 
flue B*, communicating with a chimney B'°. 
The front part of the retort C communi- 
cates freely with a still-head C*, provided 
with a pressure gage C* and safety-valve 
C*. The exposed end of the retort C is 
closed by a readily-removable cover C’, pro- 
vided with a glass gage to show the level 
of the liquid in the retort. D is a pipe-coil 
situated in a tank D’, in which circulation of 
water is maintained. The upper end of the 
coil D communicates by a pipe with the 
still-head C*, and its lower end opens into 
a hollow column D’, which is provided with 
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a glass gage D* and has at the bottom an 
outlet-pipe D*‘, furnished with a stop cock 
or valve. E is a pump for forcing the 
oil to be treated by a pipe E* into the retort 
C, this pipe preferably extencing nearly to 
the farther end of the retort. By another 
pipe E*, furnished with a cock or va've, the 
contents of the retort can be drawn off, or 
this pipe may communicate w:th a second 
retort, which in like manner may be con- 
nected with a htird, so as to form a series 
of any required number. F is an air-com- 
pressing pump, by which air or suitable yas 
is forced by a pipe }* into the still-head 
C*, or it might be into any other part of 
the arraratus which is in communication 
with the still-head. The retort C being 
partly charged with oil by the pump.F, and 
the spaces in the retort C in the still-liead 
C? and in the condensing-coil D, and co!- 
umn being charged with air or gas to the 
desired the retort is heated, 
vaporizing the oil under pressure. The oil 
vapor is condensed in passing through th- 
coil D, and the liquid distillate collects in 
the column D* and is drawn off, either con- 
intermittently, into suitable 
receptacles, in which such gas as may be 
dissolved in the liquid is liberated and can 
be collected. 
MAY OPERATE SERIALLY. 


By a pine and cock or a suitable loaded 


pressure, 


tinuously or 


safety valve B® gas may be withdrawn from 
the above the 

Although we have shown one retort and 
condenser, there 
these in communication 
with 


space liquid in the column 


several sets of 
with the oil and 
other, suitable 
cocks or valves being provided in the com- 


may be 
gas pumps, or each 


municating pipes, so that the several re- 
torts may be worked simultaneously or in 
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rotation. From time to time the cover C’, 
of the retort, may be removed to clear out 
residue. During the distillation such of the 
vapor as may be condensed in the still-head 
C* or such liquid as may prime up into the 
still-head, flows back into the body of liquid 
in the retort. By regulating the heat and 
pressure to which the retort is subjected 
the character of the distillate may be varied, 
and thus more or less light can be ob- 
tained to suit various uses; also, the pro- 
portions of the parts may be varied, and, if 
necessary, means of cooling may be applied 
to the still-head C’. 

Having thus described the nature of our 
invention and the manner of carrying the 
same into effect, we claim— 

In an apparatus for distilling oil, the 
combiation of the retort C, the still-head 
C*, in free communication with the retort, 
the condenser D, in free communication 
with the still-head and provided with a reg- 
ulated outlet, the oil-pump E, having a 
pipe E', leading into the retort and extend- 
ing nearly its full length, and the air- com- 
pressing pump F, having a pipe F’, com- 
municating with the still-head, substantially 
as described. 

In testimony whereof we have signed our 
names to this specification, in the presence 
of two subscribing witnesses, this 13th day 
of August, A. D. 1889, 

‘JAMES DEWAR. 
BOVERTON REDWOOD 
WITNESSES: 
OLIVER IMRAY, 
Patent Agent, 28 Southampton Buildings, 
London, W. C. 
JNO. P. M. MILLARD, 
Clerk to Messrs. Abel & Imray, Consulting 

Engineers and Patent Agents, 28 South- 

ampton Buildings, London, W. C. 


Nebraska to Have a New Oil Law 


The 
solidation of the present oil inspection depart- 
ment of the state of Nebraska with the Food 


Talcott-Cordeal bill to legalize the con- 


Department providing for the creation of a 
state food, drug, dairy and oil commission, has 
to the 


favors 


been passed by the Senate and sent 


House for approval. The governor 
the passage of the bill. 

If the bill is passed gasoline, naphtha, and 
benzine will be subject to a gravity test only, 
by a Beaume hydrometer at 60 degrees Fahr. 
Every manufacturer, dealer or vendor, is re- 
quired to label the word “gasoline,” “benzine” 
or “naphtha” on every container holding these 
least and a half 


as making the correct 


products, in letters at one 
inches high, as well 
gravity. 

The inspectors are required to keep a record 
of all oils tested and branded by them show- 
ing all details of Fees for in- 


specting and branding oils are 25 
barrel 


identification 
cents per 


when less than ten barrels are in- 


spected at one time, 15 cents for more than ten 
and less than fifty barrels, and 10 cents per 
barrel The fol- 


for more than fifty barrels. 


lowing regulations govern the inspecting of 
illuminating oils: 
(1) The color shall be water white, but a 


slight bluish opalescence is permissible. (2) It 
shall not contain more than a trace of any sul- 
phur compound. (3) It shall not contain water 


nor tar-like matter. (4) It shall not contain 


more than 4 per cent by weight of residue 
after being distilled at a temperature of not 
more than Fahr. (5) It shall 
not give a flash test below 112 degrees Fahr. 
when tested by the oil tester known as the 
Foster apparatus. (6) 
shall not be less than 42 degrees measured by 
the Beaume hydrometer at a temperature of 60 


570 degrees 


The specific gravity 


degrees Fahr., except in the case of mineral 
seal oil, the specific gravity of which shall 
not be less than 38 degrees measured as above. 
(7) Any oils that present a yellowish or dark- 
colored, dirty appearance to the eye may be 
rejected and disapproved for illuminating pur- 
poses by the deputy commissioner or his dep- 
uty inspectors without further test and the 
further sales thereof ordered discontinued, and 
such discoloration shall be prima facie evi- 
dence that they are not such a product as is 
properly subject to sale for illuminating pur- 
poses within this state. The deputy commis- 
sioner or his deputy inspectors are not re- 
quired in every case to have a complete analy- 
sis made of the oils inspected to ascertain every 
form of inpurity such as sulphur and _tar- 
like matter, but whenever in the opinion of the 
deputy commissioner it is necessary that any of 
the oils provided for in this section shall be 
more thoroughly analyzed, it shall be his duty 
to procure a sample of such oil and forward 
it to the state chemist for the purpose of a 
more detailed analysis to determine in what 
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particular the imperfection or impurities exist. 
And if, upon such analysis, it is demonstrated 
that some other impurity or imperfection ex- 
ists in said oil not in this act specified that 
renders such oil unfit for illuminating pur- 
poses, it shall be the duty of the deputy com- 
missioner to reject such oil for such purposes. 


HOW TO BUY COAL 


Government Issues Paper Showing 
Specifications 


For refiners and others who use coal in con- 
siderable quantity is Bulletin 42, ot the United 
States Bureau of Mines, “Government Coal 
Purchased Under Specifications.” This bulle 
tin, which has just come from the public 
printer, was prepared by George S. Pope, en 
gineer in charge of fuel inspection for the gov- 
ernment. and contains a chapter on the fuel 
inspection laboratory of the Bureau by Joseph 
I). Davis, chemist in charge. The bulletin is the 
fourth of a series showing the results of the 
purchase of coal by the government. 

Mr. Pope, in his introductory says: 

“The purchase of coal on the dealer's state- 
ment as to quality or on the reputation of the 
mine or district producing the coal is gradually 
being discounted. At present most coal-pur- 
chasing contracts make definite provision re 
garding the desired heating value of a coal! 
and the composition as shown by analysis. The 
heating value is usually expressed in British 
thermal units and the composition specified 
The 
price to be paid for delivered coal is made to 
depend on whether the analyses and heating 
value of samples representing the deliver) 
shows the quality to be above or below the 
quality set forth in the contract. 

CHECK THE DEALER. 

“Large coal consumers are beginning to 
appreciate more and more the importance of 
the cost of power as a factor in the cost of 
producing a finished article. The endeavor to 
increase the efficiency and the economical oper- 
ation of a power plant calls for an intimate 
knowledge of the quality of the coal being 
used. The purchase of coal under specifica- 
tions insures the purchaser getting what h: 
pays for and the coal being of the quality 
guaranteed. In addition, the analyses and tests 
of the delivered coal furnish data whereby the 
power plant results can be comprehensively 
studied and a continuous check maintained 
on the conditions of operation. 


is that shown by proximate analysis. 


“The results to a circular letter sent to the 
mayor of every city of over 100,000 population 
in the United States brought out the fact that 
about 55 per cent of the cities replying pur- 
chase coal under specifications, many of which 
are similar to those used by the government 

-"In this report, for the information of pr 
spective bidders on government contracts, a lis! 
of the coal contracts in force during the fisca! 
year’ ended June 30, 1911, is furnished. Gen 
eral averages of the analyses during the fisca! 
year 1908 to 1910, inclusive, are tabulated for 
the various sizes of anthracite and also for thie 
several kinds of bituminous coal purchased for 
government use, and the results for the fisca 
year ended June 30, 1910, are shown in deta 
by months. It is hoped that this informatio: 
will be of value to both coal déalers and co2: 
consumers.” 
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The Producers Section 


Will Your 


Mr. Producer, Mr. Retiner, Mr. Jobber 


Will Pennsylvania crude go higher? Will 
ore independent Pennsylvania retiners be 
ut off from their crude oil supply? Will 
the tank wagon markets in which products 

Pennsylvania crude are sold get another 
ut in price? 

Che answers to these three questions are 
directly related. They will tell the story of 
the oil business in) Pennsylvania the 
vast and more especially will give the indi- 
eation of what the story will be on the 
eastern independents that will be written 
ve or ten years hence. The production of 
ennsylvania crude steadily declining 
fhe demand of consumption for it is stead- 
ily increasing, and located in the heart of 
the Pennsylvania tield is the staunch little 
croup of independent refiners who have 
fought the anti-trust fight for nearly half a 
century. 

Despite the fact that Standard Qi re- 
neries and those considered affiliated with 
t, take 58 per cent of the crude oil produced 
in the Appalachian fields, the price of Penn- 
sylvania crude today is far in excess of any 
other field and far in excess of any mate- 
rial difference in the intrinsic value of 
Pennsylvania crude and other crudes 

Three independent retiners have already 

paid the penalty of trying to get a gallon 
more, so to speak, of this high priced crude 
hey made their effort and paid their pen- 
lty at the time that Pennsylvania crude 
was advancing so rapidly. The efforts of 
the independent retiners to get more crude 
and the advance in price coming at the 
same time and the known unrest among the 
other independent retiners of Pennsylvania, 
orces the conclusion that the independent 
retiners were very materially the cause and 
the advance in price the effect. 


When Pennsylvania crude reached its 
resent high level, there came a decline in 
he refined oil markets upon which Penn- 
-ylvania products are dependent. At many 

ints in the State of Pennsylvania and New 
ork particularly, there began the latter 
art of March a drop of from half to a cent 

gallon in kerosene. Tank wagon kero- 
ne prices in these territories seem to be 
reaching a level of 8 cents a gallon, just 
little less than 2 cents above the cost of 
Vennsylvania crude at the well. Out of that 
vo cents comes the cost of pipeage to the 
refining, 


refinery, cost of transporta- 


tion to the distributing points, and 
the cost of local distribution by tank 
wagon, and this narrow margin of two 
cents between the cost of crude and the 
tank wagon market applies on almost forty 


W here 


this narrow margin does not apply a still 


per cent ot the retinery outputs. 


greater one is effective upon some Penn 
sylvania reliners by reason of the fraudu- 
lent export oil market upon which they 
must sell and which is a cent and a quarter 
almost below the cost of the crude oil at 
the well 

This is pot a lamentation for any one of 
the three great divisions of the oil busi- 
ness, to-wit: producing, refining and mar- 
keting, but a lamentation for all three, for 
gentlemen—addressing the three of you— 
what are you going to do about it? 

JOBBER’S MARGIN LESS. 

The oil jobber today 1s working on a fast 
diminishing margin in distributing oil to 
the consumer—a margin that has long since 
ceased to be profitable—a margin which 1s 
almost daily being crowded down by the re- 
finer, who is seeking to reduce as much 
as possible the enormous loss that is forced 
upon him for almost half his products; and 
the oil producer 1s thereby being confronted 
with the possibility of decreasing strength 
of the independent buyers of petroleum 

Perhaps the producer does not think the 
rise or fall of the independent buyers of 
crude oil is of importance? Let him con- 
sider, therefore, the Mid-Continent field of 
which the Standard’ Oil Company consumes 
66 per cent as against 58 per cent in Penn- 
sylvania. It is generally believed that the 
Mid-Continent tields are having more com- 
petition for the crude than the [lennsyl- 
vania fields in proportion to the output, 
but figures recently issued by the inde- 
pendent oil-men show just the contrary, to 
be true. Oklahoma crude today is &8 cents 
a barrel at the well, just a shade more 
than one-third of what Pennsylvania crude 
is bringing at the well, and refiners both 
eastern and western frankly admit that 
there is nowhere near this vast difference 
in the refining value of the two crudes 
Pennsylvania is a better crude, to be sure, 
but it is not three times better according 
to independent refiners in both fields, nor 
even twice as good. 

What is responsible for this discrepancy 
is best shown by the fact that when inde- 


pendent refiners, being pushed to the last 
extremity, dropped their premiums on oil, 
the market advances ceased 

The answer is competition, both active 
and potential 

Oil is the only thing that is selling on 
the market, at what the other fellow says. 
Practically all other commodities that are 
manufactured have their market prices 
based upon the cost of the articles and a 
reasonable profit. Margins on these other 
manufactured articles for profit or over- 
head or selling expenses may fluctuate, but 
nevertheless no matter how extreme com- 
petition may be, over any period of time 
prices are always considered in connection 
with the cost of the raw material, cost of 
manufacture and cost of selling 

It is just about time that the oil busi- 
Oil ts 
a commodity of limited supply and yet the 


ness was put upon that same basis. 


greatest necessity to the public. Under the 
present method of following the big com- 
petitor’s price and being killed financially, 
it is first one product and then anotie> 
that has to be put out at a loss, which 
is economically wasteful not only to the 
public at large, but of the commodity itself. 
But so long as the Rockefeller aggrega- 
tions wield the power of monopoly and 
relentlessly exercise that power, it is im- 
possible to expect that the oil business will 
be brought down to the same basis. In the 
meantime crude oil is disappearing and the 
great question is: Will competition like- 
wise disappear in the Pennsylvania fields? 
It is on competition alone depends the 
existence in a financially profitable manner, 
of the oil producer of the Pennsylvania fields; 
the oil refiner of the Pennsylvania flelds; 
and the oil jobber whose business is de- 
pendent upon the products of these other 
two from the Pennsylvania fields? 

You, the reader, ask, “Well, what about 
it? What would you do?” 

GET TOGETHER. 

The answer is, there is only one thing 
to do and that is to bring about a closer 
relationship between the oil producer, the 
oil refiner and the oil marketer, not only of 
Pennsylvania for that matter, but of all the 
helds, whereby the profits of one or more 
of the divisions would be distributed all 
down the line, and whereby the losses of 
one or more divisions would be equally 
well distributed and balanced against the 
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profits. The Standard represents an abso- 
lute unit. For five cents loss in the pro- 
ducing end of the business, you will find a 
two and a half cents profit in the refining 
end and a two and a half cents profit in the 
marketing end; or for a five cent loss in 
one division of the marketing end you will 
find a five cent profit in another division 
or the producer is gouged to get the bal- 
ance on that five cent loss. The Standard 
is a good bookkeeper and its books are al- 
ways in balance. 

Just how such a plan could be worked out 
is hard to say, but it would probably come 
naturally in the form of closer relations 
hetween various unites in the three divisions, 
It would be a purely financial arrangement. 
We are not talking brotherly 
love, or social benefit, but solely one of 


necessarily 


financial benefit—business, and any rela- 
tion that is brought about should be gov- 
erned solely by good business. 

So, Mr. Oil Man, it is up to you 

Mr. Producer will you demand a pre- 
mium from the refiner at a time when his 
markets are declining and he is carrying 
half his business at a loss? 


Mr. Refiner, will you demand from the 
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marketer excessive conditions or prices in 
some lines when the sum total of all your 
prices leaves no margin in the consumer's 
market for the distributor? 

Mr. Jobber, will you demand from the 
refiner unfair requirements, say when he 
is simply choking to death on one prod- 
uct, you contract for it, and then because 
you can make money elsewhere cancel the 
contract, when the refiner in good faith 
has started to fill that same contract? 

Gentlemen, these are just sample ques- 
tions that are pertinent to the oi! situation 
today, and the truth that they insinuate 
is due entirely to the fact that the Stand- 
ard Oil Company keeps you three run- 
ning around the barn, one after the other, 
each trying to run away from a loss and 
each trying to chase a profit from the 
other, all in the same operation. 

The situation is ridiculous from an effi- 
cient business standpoint, but it is mighty 
serious at the present time from the stand- 
point of those who are dependent upon 
Pennsylvania crude oil, and you who are 
interested in that crude have perhaps the 
last opportunity to consider it today, for 
tomorrow the opportunity may be gone. 


Grosny Gusher Brings Small | 
Increase in Russian Production 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

ST. PETERSBURG, April 25.—The Rus- 
sian petroleum business has undergone no 
change as far as production is concerned, but 
not as to financing or internal organization. 
Concentration of Russian petroleum interests 


} 


vhich was known to be very rapid a month or 


two ago shows no sign of slackening. 


The three or four groups in whose hands 
the petroleum industry of Russia has fallen 
are at the present time doing little else than 
buying up all the outsiders (which are not 
many now) that can be bought. The usual 
course is to buy a controlling interest. Where 
the concerns are not large enough to be con- 
verted into share companies or to be combined 
and made into a large concern they are simply 
being bought at the lowest price that they 
can be obtained for. The result is that the 
combinations have become larger and_ the 
solidarity between them has become stronger, 
and although it is now stated that the Russian 
petroleum interests are concentrated in the 
hands of three or four combines, it would 
not be speaking altogether without the book to 
say that these combines are each guided by 
the master hand of the Berlin manipulators 
of the European petroleum business. 


Respecting the industrial side of the ques- 
tion there is little to be said. The produc- 
tion at Grozny has shown some improvement, 
but this is not due to any general improve- 
ment on the field itself, but rather to the 
accidental occurrence of a gusher on _ the 
Achverdoff Company’s land which has yielded 
a large quantity of oil and turned the pro- 
duction, at all events for the month of Jan- 
uary, into an increase instead of the antici- 
pated decrease. On the other hand, in other 
parts of the Grozny field, the difficulties, al- 
ready referred to, persist, and the production 
is less rather than more, which is to say that 


but for this fortuitous gusher the decline at 
Grozny would have been continued from De- 
cember into January, and from January into 
February; for February itself also shows a 
decrease even with the assistance of the 
Achverdoff gusher, so that it would appear 
that even this new well is not going to be a 
permanent aid to the good name of Grozny 
as a Russian petroleum reserve. 

There is little of note from Baku and the 
production remains still far: on the wrong 
side of the levels of a very few years ago, 
always excepting, of course, the disastrous 
period of the revolutionary movement. There 
is nothing to indicate that the Ural-Caspian 
region will make up for the continued loss 
that appears inevitable at Baku, or, for the 
matter of that, a still ominous want of elas- 
ticity shown in the Grozny district. 

There are, of course, many other petroleum 
fields in Russia, some with a historic reputa- 
tion that might have been considered useful 
in time past; but in these days of intensive 
production, when the oil must be delivered at 
a commercial price, they must for the moment 
be left out of account. The time may come 
when drillers will come across rich reserves 
of petroleum on either side of the Caspian 
Sea, and also right across the Caucasian 
province on to the Black Sea, on which latter 
it must be confessed there is little favorable 
to be reported. With a persistence and an 
almost heroic confidence there is one house 
that has been boring there for many years, 
but getting no reward. That house, Rak, may 
yet be justified in the event, but it is gen- 
erally supposed that the labor is vain. The 
chief stimulus to this perseverance lies in the 
proximity of the field to the Black Sea—as 
the opening to the world’s highways. That, 
of course, was what constituted the great 
attraction of Maikop, whose yield is decreas- 
ing month by month—almost hour by hour. 
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FRANKLIN K. LANE 
FRIEND OF OIL MEN 


Secretary of the Interior Helped 
Organize Independent Oil 
Producers’ Agency 


That Franklin K. Lane, present United 
States Secretary of the Interior, and formerly 
of the Interstate Commerce Commission, is 
not only a tried and true friend of the In- 
dependent oil man, but also as a worker i 
the ranks, as he labored with heart and sou! 
in behalf of the Independent oil man’s in- 
terests, does not seem to be generally known 
Yet the Independent Oil Producers’ Agency of 
Bakersfield, Cal., the organization which saved 
the day for the Independent oil men of Cali- 
fornia and kept them from being gobbled up 
by the oil monopoly, was built up by Lane 
and his brother, George W. Lane. 

In the early fall of 1904, when the or- 
ganization committee of the then proposed 
agency was put to work on the difficult and 
untried task of forming a satisfactory or- 
ganization of Independent oil producers, 
Franklin K, Lane, together with his brother 
George W. Lane, were employed to do the 
legal work. To show how well they  suc- 
ceeded in their undertaking it is only neces 
sary to point to the eight-year successful and 
growing career of the Independent Oil Pro 
ducers’ Agency which they, with the help of 
the organization committee of the oil me 
themselves, brought forth. The difficult part 
of the agency’s inception fell on their 
shoulders. To build an organization secure 
against dissension from within as well as at 
tack from without was their task, and they 
built well. 

To rear such a business structure and make 
it operative and useful, at the time they began 
their organization work, was considered by 
even the friends of the proposed agency as 
impossible. That they “might just as well 
try to tie a bunch of wild cats together into 
a harmonious family as try to bind into a 
workable organization a bunch of small oi! 
producers,” was the average belief of the 
producers themselves who were willing, in 
spite of this belief, to make a thorough trial! 
of the doubted organization, such were their 
desperate straits. 

And the agency won despite the fact that 
it had to be so builded that no one could 
escape or lag from within, or take advantage 
of the weaker members through superior 
strength or trickery, the agency has grown in 
strength and power and appreciation from 
the very day when it came newly and uniquely 
formed from its able and sincere builders 
It has proven secure against assault or sub- 
ject to the slightest disintegration. 

Franklin K. Lane, the present Secretary of 
the Interior, acted as attorney for the agency 
until ex-President Roosevelt placed him on 
the Interstate Commerce Commission. His 
brother, George W. Lane, is still the agency's 
attorney. 

The Texas Oil Company has purchased 
ground for buildings at Cheyenne, which 
will be made the distributing point for Wy- 
oming, Nebraska, Colorado and Utah. This 
company will handle the light oils from the 
Casper fields and heavy lubricating oil from 
their own fields near Port Arthur, Texas 
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How to Stop the Wasting of Natural Gas 


U. §. Geologists Report on Methods to Prevent Care: 
less Drilling and Profligate Uses of the Product 


How to prevent the unnecessary wasting 
of gas, and stop even that wasting which 
oil producers have considered more or less 
necessary, is told in a report by the U. S. 
Bureau of Mines prepared by Ralph Arnold 
and Frederick G. Clapp and which has 
just been isued as bulletin No. 38. 


The authors tell the history of gas waste 
and review the conditions in the fields 
showing the enormous amount of gas and 
money that has gone into the air. They 
tind that the oil producers, through better 
information, are not wasting as much 
gas now as they used to but the whole in- 
dustry in Oklahoma, Louisiana and Cali- 
fornia come in for a scoring as the worst 
gas wasters in the country. Most of this 
waste the authors think is preventable. 


In giving ways and means of stopping 

it the authors name the following: 
PRECAUTIONS IN DRILLING. 

As previously stated, there may be some 
excuse for a single blowout or “wild” well 
in a new field where conditions are un- 
known, but there is seldom any excuse for 
i repetition of such a disaster in the same 
tield, for it can be prevented by proper pre- 
cautions in drilling. 

In the Caddo tield and in California and 
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Texas the plan of “muddying” the well is 
followed. Instead of drilling with fresh 
water, a stream of very muddy water, 


in some cases almost pure mud, is pumped 
down the rotary pipe and allowed to rise 
outside this pipe. The mud collects in and 
clogs the pores of any sand penetrated 
by the bit. 


In the California, Louisiana and Mexico 
fields the plan of cementing around the cas- 
ing is frequently adopted to safeguard the 
well. In the Caddo field the method seems 
not to have been used so extensively. Ce- 
ment is sometimes used, however, in order 
to give the casing a firm seat on the cap 
rock. When the casing has been lowered 
into the well it is raised a few feet from 
the bottom and several barrels of cement 
are poured or pumped down, after which 
water is forced down in order to pack the 
cement behind the casing. The latter is 
then dropped back on the cap rock, the 
cement allowed to set, and the well con- 
tinued in the regular way. The use of ce- 
ment is an effectual preventive of gas work- 
ing up outside the casing, even if a flow 
of large volume be struck. The method is 
particularly applicable in the Caddo field on 
account of the soft cap rock there. <An- 


other use of cement is to assist in packing, 
the cement being poured on top of the pack- 
er outside the inner tube and allowed to 
set, thus holding the packer firmly in 
position. 

In wells where a flow of more than 30,- 
000,000 or 40,000,000 cubic feet of gas per 
day is expected, the size of the bit should 
be reduced just before drilling into the 
gas-bearing sand. Another precaution in all 
the gas wells in the Caddo field, and in 
some of the California and Texas fields, 
is to tie casings together with anchor rods 
and clamps. In a few cases “dead men” 
have been used as anchors. 

SAVING GAS FROM OIL WELLS. 

A great part of the present waste of gas 
is caused during oil production. 

A common procedure of oil men is to 
carry the superfluous gas to a safe dis- 
tance by a pipe connected to the well. 
Sometimes the gas is eliminated by burn- 
ing, but a better plan is to use it in gas 
engines for pumping the wells or under 
boilers for power purposes. 

Gas is sometimes led back into the wells 
by means of pipes in order to force the oil 
to the surface. In one instance coming to 
the writer’s notice in Texas the gas from a 


power plant on your lease ? 


OIL MEN, ATTENTION! 


With the price of Crude Oil higher than it has been in over seventeen years, and with ‘‘ good times” ahead for 
the PRODUCER, don’t you think that this is the proper time to commence figuring with us on the installation of a 


OUR TERMS ARE EASY-—-TIME OR CASH 
Consider, also, the Fuel Economy by the Use of the Emery Gas Driven Air Compressor 


THE EMERY MACHINE COMPANY 
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“duster” was used to blow the oil trom 


] 


several adjacent wells, $100 per day being 


received for the gas of this well alone 
Unfortunately the gas was not saved for 
fuel after the utilization of its storage press- 


ure 

\ remedy for the waste during o1l pro- 
duction 1s possible by proper co-operation 
between gas and oil companies. Such co- 
operation exists in West Virginia, Ohio and 
Pennsylvania, where the gas companies and 
the oil companies are generally under the 
same management. Gas can be saved from 
oil wells by market 
\ partial solution is to com 


providing a prompt 
for the gas 
press natural gas steel cylinders for 
transportation and for use on railroads and 


In automobiles 


MAKE GASOLINE. 


The most economical use of the gas 
which comes from sands associated with 
the oil sands or from the oil itself is in 
making natural gasoline. In California, in 
particular, this use of the gas is growing 
rapidly In one case $500 worth of gaso- 
line is made daily from the gas which comes 
with the 2,500 barrels of oil from a single 
well \ movement 1s now on foot in the 
Santa Maria teld in California to buy all 
of the gas now going to waste at 5 cents 
per 1,000 cubic feet and convert it into 
gasoline. Two hundred thousand feet per 
day, or even less, is sufficient to warrant 


installing a gasoline plant. 


Both gas and oil can be saved when they 
flow from the same well, as is veritied by 
the fact that this is done by a few pro- 
eressive operators, who use a gas trap, which 
separates the oil and the gas by the gravity 
method. The great difficulty seems to be to 
ind a market for the gas in a new oil tield 
which has no natural-gas mains or other 
means of transportation at hand. It would 


seem that legislation might require the 
wells to be shut in until arrangements were 
made to bring gas lines to the oil wells, 
or until gasoline plants and other means of 
utilization were provided. If applied with 
discretion such legislation would work no 
injustice to the oil producer, as his ulti- 
mate profits would be 


sale of the Las 


larger through the 
Some prominent gas pro- 
ducers with whom the writers have talked 
have stated that every legal and legislative 
means should be used to torce the oil com- 
panies to save their gas, even “casing-head 


vas.” They believe this can be accom- 


plished without waste 
PROPER CARE OF WELLS. 

One of the common causes of failing gas 
wells is the invasion of salt water. One 
method of prolonging the life of a well 
is to use only a fraction of the entire vol- 
ume of gas that the well can produce, and 
thus maintain a back pressure high enough 
to keep out the encroaching water 

The rapid decline in certain Oklahoma 

elds is due to the large drain on wells by 
free flow or by 


pumps, as every com- 
pany vies with every other to obtain the 
maximum possible yield of gas. Harry H 


Breene is authority for the statement that 
the Kansas law prohibits the use of more 
than 50 per cent of the potential capacity 
of a well, but that such a regultion is utterly 
inadequate to meet conditions in Oklahoma, 
and has been proved utterly inadequate in 
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Kansas. He says that salt water is the 
ereat danger in those fields, owing to the 
heavy drain on the wells. Where salt water 
will show in a month or less, as in the Hog- 
shooter held, it is not safe to take over 
15 per cent of the potential daily capacity 
of the well. Where there is a high rock 
pressure and the wells last a year or more 
without showing salt water, 50 per cent may 
be safely taken. Mr. Breene says that some 
companies have acted in disregard of sec 
tion 7 of the Oklahoma act approved March 
27, 1909, in drawing too heavily by the use 
of pumps, resulting in large inflows of salt 
water 


in a letter to Prof. Erasmus Haworth, dated 
October 24, 1911, writes as follows 


Evans of the Humboldt Gas Co 


We are able to keep many of our 
old wells alive by daily attention and 
by feeding them into the mains through 
half-inch to inch pipe, which reaches to 
the bottom of the wells These small 
pipes we call “bleeders.” They serve 
to relieve the well of water, as well as 
to convey the gas into the fields. By 
this method we are able to keep our 
wells alive and producing a small sup- 
ply of gas, using only a limited amount 
The object of this is to hold the water 
back until the supply of gas is well ex- 
hausted. We find this fairly protit- 
able but slow on a domestic rate of 25 
cents per 1,000 feet 


The common method of ridding a gas 
well of accumulated water is to blow the 
gas into the air for a few minutes every 
morning. This is an unpardonable waste 
of gas, since the water may be cleared out 
by connecting a three-quarter inch siphon 
water line and pump with the well. 


However, where casing is used in place 
of tubing, a well can not be cleared in this 
manner. In case a gas well connected with 
a siphon becomes flooded with water, the 
siphon can be raised a few joints and the 
well shut in, then the pressure of gas can be 
allowed to accumulate and the well 
siphoned off through the water line. If 
this process be unsuccessful at first the 
three-quarter inch pipe can be repeatedly 
raised and the pressure allowed to accu- 
mulate until the water level is determined 
When the water begins to flow, the pipe 
can be dropped back by 
original position 


stages to its 


Unquestionably many gas wells are lost 
through a failure to clean them properly. 
\fter the grains of a gas sand have be- 
come coated with paraffin or salt near the 
well the only certain method of cleaning 
the well is by “steaming.” 

In this process steam at a pressure of 
125 pounds is turned into the three-quarter 
inch siphon after the well has been blown 
off through the tubing. The steam passes 
down the water line and returns up the 
tubing into the air. The boiler should be 
placed at least 200 feet from the well and 
on the windward side 


Another matter to bear in mind when the 
well is shut in is that it is not necessary to 
blow off a well as frequently in summer as 
in winter. 


Cleveland, O. 


EXPECT WONDERFUL 
FUTURE IN WYOMING 


Midwest Co.’s Fine Showing Prom- 
ises Rich Results in Salt 
Creek Field 
(By Special Correspondent.) 
CASPER, WYO., May 4, 1913.—In the 
history of the oil business in the west, 
never has greater progress been made in 
the development of a field than in the Salt 
Creek field, fifty miles north of Casper 
There are very few dry holes in the Salt 
‘Creek dome, and wells put down outside of 
this proven ground are as a rule large pro 
ducers, 
The largest operators in this tield are the 
Mid-West 


mposed 


Company, which seems to. be 
principally of Colorado men 
The success of this company in its opera 
tions in this tield has been very great, and 
the ultimate result of their work here will 
be the development of one of the largest 
and richest oil fields in the United States 
\bout two weeks ago the Stock Oil Com- 
pany, drilling for the Mid-West, brought in 
another producer, 
1000 barrels a day. 


which is estimated at 
Before the well could 
be capped the oi shot up in the air fifty 
feet above the top of the derrick. 

earnings of the Mid-West 
March were $180,000, and 
the work now in progress in the field will 
by October Ist, give this company = an 
output of 11,000 barrels a day. The two 
new stills, which have since the last re- 


The g2Toss 


Company for 


port of the financial condition of the com- 
pany been put in operation, should increase 
the earnings of the Mid-West by $1,000 a 
day. The company has over 300 tank cars 
on the railroads. 


NEW COMPANIES ORGANIZED. 


The Oil Mountain Land Company and 
Salt Creek Drilling Company, recently or- 
ganized at Casper, own 320 acres of land 
not far from Casper, which has been sur- 
veyed into lots of 400 square feet, and are 
being sold at $5.00 each, the purchaser to 
own a proportionate share of the oil dis- 
covered on any part of the tract. The work 
of drilling will commence just as soon as 
one-half of the lots are sold. 


The Battle Oil Company, a corporation 
composed of Cheyenne oil men has been 
organized to operate near Glenrock, in Con- 
verse County, about 25 miles east of Cas- 
per. The company has one well down on 
its holdings, which struck oil at a depth 
of 600 feet, and will continue to sink other 
wells as fast as arrangements can be made. 
Nothing is known as to the quality of oil. 
This company controls 1,120 acres of oil 
land 9 miles from Glenrock, 640 acres of 
which is leased from the state. 

The test well on the Shoshone Reserva- 
tion, about eight miles north of Lander is 
still going down, and the parties inter- 
ested say that they will go down any rea- 


sonable depth to show up the field. They 


are now down about 1,100 feet, and are 
operating their drill, cooking, and heating 
with oil from wells within a few hundred 
feet, which are producing gas and oil, and 
which do not average 800 feet in depth. 
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HOYLETON GUSHER 
SAID TO BE A FAKE 


Failure of So-called ‘Oil Well” 
to Produce Raises Suspicion 
that Well was Salted 
(By Special Correspondent.) 
CARLYLE, ILL., May 8.—Last month | 
did not make my usual contribution to THE 
NEWS, because | was in the midst of one 
of the hottest mayoralty campaigns ever 
pulled off in Carlyle. I have taken an ac- 
tive part in the political game ever since | 
was old enough to vote, but this was my 
maiden experience as a real and full-fledged 
candidate for othce. My efforts have al- 
ways been for the other fellow. The citi- 
zens were not satistied with the conditions 
under the old administration, so | stood as 
the champion of the “Antis.” The result 
was my election by the largest majority 
ever received by a candidate for that office 
in Carlyle. | am the youngest man ever 
elected as mayor; also the first newspaper 
man to hold the job. The fact that | am 
the general secretary of the Commercial 
Club worked to my benetit. In addition to 
my own election, every other candidate 
elected is anti-administration with one ex- 

ception. 

(H. C. Noreross is the new mayor, and 
Carlyle certainly owes him something nice 
for the way in which he has been a con- 
sistent and vet conservative booster of that 
district as an oil field. Carlyle, under his 
management, we know will be on the map 
as a good, live town, whether it ever de- 
velops into a second Glenn pool or not. 
Mayor Norcross has our best wishes for 
further good fortune, and we feel sure it 
will come to him.—Editor.) 

There is very little doing in the oil de- 
velopment line in Clinton county. In the 
field northwest of the city there is only one 
contractor at work—lrank Brandeberry. 
He is running two strings of tools. The 
Ohio owns all of the production. No. 14 
was recently completed on the farm of Ben 
Schomaker, and it will make a fairly good 
producer. Quite an important test is being 
made in the southwest corner of the Peter 
Murphy farm. If this comes in good it 
means another well on the Sautman farm, 
adjoining on the west. All work is pro- 
ceeding slowly, and no special efforts are 
being made to find the lead off to another 
pool, if there is one. 

Rimann and Stephens had a continuation 
of their usual tough luck in their test at 
Hoffman, nine miles southeast of Carlyle, 


thousands of dollars. 


Phillip H. Brennan 


Are your lease lines accurately located ? 
A mistake in your boundaries may cost you 


We can settle your doubts. 
We have all the U. S. Government survey 
plats and data for the Mid-Continent field. 


Brennan & Rooney 


Contractors and Engineers 
Culbertson Building 
Tulsa, Okla. 


L. J. F. Rooney 


and located in Lake township. At &O0 feet 
a sand was found that made things look en- 
couraging. Drilling was rushed down to 
the Carlyle sand depth, then it started to 
looking blue. At 1,247 feet a strong flow 
of salt water was encountered, followed by 
caving. All efforts to shut this off failed 
Last Wednesday the prospectors decided to 
give it up, even leaving a part of the tools 
in the hole. The casing is now being pulled 
and the well will be abandoned. It is not 
known whether or not any more tests will 
be made. 

The so-called “oil well” at Hoyleton, nine 
miles south of Hoffman, caused the excite- 
ment around Hoffman to run up to the 
fever heat. According to reports, a num- 
ber of home people lost their heads, even 
paying small bonuses for a number of 
leases. They stand .to lose a few thousand 
as a consequence of the duster. 

WAS HOYLETON “SALTED?” 

That stunt pulled off at Hoyleton was 
one of the worst ever, if the dope given out 
by the oil men is true. Several months ago 
the news was flashed over the country that 
a real gusher had been drilled. This was 
followed by a rush of the talent to the 
scene, and for a few days Hoyleton was on 
the oil map. The old heads looked upon 
the proposition with the gravest suspicion 
It was even openly charged that the well 
had been salted. Men who had invested in 
leases at bonus prices from those who were 
“in” on the deal, stopped payment on the 
checks” given. Others demanded their 
money back, and it is said they got it. | am 
not prepared to state that the well was 
really salted, but I do know that the Hoyle- 
ton “oil boom” busted wide open in a re- 
markably short time. Little is heard of it 
any more, and when it is mentioned to the 
wise ones they only smile. Even the gen- 
erally optimistic newspapers of the county 


WE BUY AND SELL 


PIPE, CASING, TUBING, OIL 
WELL SUPPLIES 


Largest dealers in Southwest 
Inquiries solicited 


TEXAS SUPPLY CO. - BEAUMONT, TEXAS 


in which Hoyleton is situated have shut up 
like a clam. 

rank B. Ranger, the man who built the 
foundation for the 1911 oil boom here, and 
drilled in the first well, was mingling with 
his friends here a few days ago. He has 
been living in California, where he has been 
looking after some mining investments, but 
the call back to the oil game was too strong 
to be resisted. With parties living in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, he is interested in leases on 
about two thousand acres of land in the 
vicinity of that city, Bartlesville, Nowata 
and Mounds. Six wells are being drilled on 
the different leases. The syndicate recently 
purchased a piece of producing property 
near Bartlesville with thirteen wells, mak- 
ing about three hundred barrels a day. Mr 
Ranger still owns his handsome home in 
Carlyle, but he is very anxious to sell the 
same. He has not yet lost hope in the 
Carlyle pool spreading out; in fact, he might 
take another whirl at the game here if he 
could get leases north of the production he 
once held. 

Contractor Ira Huff, formerly of Carlyle, 
has finished his contract with the Jefferson 
Development Company, of Mt. Vernon. 
The test for the company was made on the 
Mannion farm, a mile west of Walltonville, 
in Jefferson county, and between Mt. Ver- 
non and Tamaroa. The contract was for a 
hole 1,600 feet deep. When this was 
reached with no encouraging signs of oil 
the work was stopped. 
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continuation of the 


work, which may proceed. 


excellent 


shape for a 


Drilling has been resumed on the Hanft 
New Athens, in St. Clair 
county, and some forty miles southwest of 


farm adjoining 


Carlyle The hole is now over 700 feet 
deep. The project is being backed by a 
home company. D. L. Baugher, an old 


head in the game, is the contractor. 

Of all the wildcat tests now being made 
is not one that is 
offering any encouragement to the men who 


in Southern Illinois there 


are making the gamble. In Saline county 
the Rodgers Oil & Gas Company failed to 
get anything in the test a mile south of 
Raleigh. The location is on the Hale farm 
The latest reports are that a depth of 1,812 
feet has been reached 

Drilling is proceeding slowly on the Med- 
in Union 
Home talent is backing this propo- 


is 800 feet deep. 


lin farm, tive miles east of Anna, 
county 
sition The hole 
nine hundred feet 


Brothers 


At a depth of close to 
Thomas C. Murrin and Sherman 


found forty feet of good looking sand, with 


a showing of oil, in their test four miles 
south of Eldorado. The hole is now close 
to 1,800 feet 

\ highly important test is that being 
made on the Horn farm, about four miles 


northwest of DuQuoin, in Perry county. 
Krause and associates are furnish- 
is past the 1,500 


the oil 


Charles 


ing the money. The well 


foot mark, with nothing doing in 


line 
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In the Sandoval pool the Southwestern 
recently drilled in two fifty barrel wells on 
the Stein farm. The Ohio is drilling a well 
on the Guyon farm, and another on the 


Benoist. The Bridgeport Oil Company will 
start No. 11 on the John Bohner farm. 


Selby, Cisler and others will make another 
test on the Terry farm, which is along the 
The National Sup- 
store 


east edge of the pool. 


ply Company closed their branch 


there several weeks ago 
MUCH WORK PLANNED. 


There will be an unusual amount of work 
done in the old Eastern Illinois fields dur- 
ing the present year. The roads are getting 
in good shape for the moving of material, 
and the operators are already busy moving 
stuff to the front. In addition to the drill- 
ing out of the deep sands in the 
territory, much attention is to be given to 
the shallow sand territory by 
for instance, in the 
While the big boom 


defined 


going down 
deeper, vicinity of 
started last 
year by the drilling of the fine producer 


Casey. 
near Allendale, Wabash county, collapsed 
within a few months, that territory is not 
considered hopeless yet. It is the opinion 
of many of the oil men that a connection 
between the deep sand pool in Dennison 
township, Lawrence county, and the Allen- 
dale pool, exists. For this reason a lot of 
wild-catting is going to be done, both in 
the south part of Lawrence county and in 
Wabash county. 

S. O. Parker, a well-known oil man, who 


Cleveland, O. 


had been living in Carlyle, was instantly 
killed Monday afternoon, April 21. The 
accident occurred on the H. W. Adams 
farm, about three miles northeast of Cen- 
tralia. Parker was employed as head driller 
at the Hoffman well. He went over to the 
Adams well with M. Conwell, a liveryman 
of Carlyle, who has the contract for pulling 
the casing from the well for the Ohio Com- 
The casing was stuck tight in the 
hole and hydraulic jacks were being used 
to start it. The jacks had raisd the casing 
as far as they could, and the line was drawn 
up. Parker was wat¢hing the casing in a 
stooping position, and thinking that the 
casing had pulled with the line, called for 
the team to go ahead, as he thought the 
Instantly there was a 
crack, and the seventy foot derrick toppled 
to the west. Conwell was just behind 
Parker, and far enough to get out of the 


pany. 


casing was coming. 


way. He barely escaped. As Parker arose 
from his stooping position the derrick 
struck him. His head and body were 


crushed, and one leg broken. The body 
was brought to Carlyle the same night, and 
Wednesday the interment was in the Sand- 


oval cemetery. Mr. Parker was thirty-six 


years of age, and his parents live in Ma- 
rietta, Ohio. He had worked in the oil 


fields in various states all his life, either as 
a driller or a shooter. His home had been 


in Carlyle since the oil boom, and he 
worked here as head driller for Burton 
srothers. His wife and baby, thirteen 


months old, survive him. 


Producing Costs 46 Cents a Bbl. in Eastern Field 


Shown by Annual Report of Pittsburgh Company, 
Interesting Oil Gossip Concerning W. UVa. Field 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
PITTSBURGH, PA., May 8.—It cost the 
Pittsburgh Oil & Gas Co 


produce oil in the eastern fields last year. 


46 cents a barrel to 


In its report for the fiscal year of 1913 the 


company showed net earnings of $193,370, 


over $43,000 increase. Some of the figures in 


detail were: Gross earnings, $734,722, against 


$685,926 for 1912; operating expenses, $366,- 


618, against $390,326; interest and other 
charges, $175,085, against $175,432; balance, 
$193,370, against $156,096. The balance from 


the sale of the Lancaster-Depew Natural Gas 


Co. stock amounted to $325,000, and the pro- 
ceeds -from the sale of the city plants at Matio 
and Hartford City, Ind., were $205,000. The 
total balance for the year was $518,370, as 
compared with $355,096, reported in 1912. The 
average price realized for petroleum was $1.49 
a barrel, at an average production cost of 46 
Aside from the $1,200,000 issue 
of third mortgage bonds but $29,000 are out- 


cents a barrel. 


standing, and these third mortgage bonds are 
held by one interest whose friendliness to the 
company is shown by an item of $432,000 past 
due The bonded debt was reduced 
during the year by $233,000 and the floating 
debt by over $150,000, leaving obligations of 
$355,567. Estimates of current assets are 
$368,567. The stock has ruled quiet all month 
and is a shade softer at 7. 

Several interesting reports were presented 
recently showing the steady improvement in 


interest. 


the value of the Manufacturers’ Light & Heat 


properties. The consolidated balance sheet for 


the first three months of 1913 showed these 
items: 
Assets: Investments, less depreciation to 


December 31, 1912, $28,049,046; incomplete in- 


vestment, $80,937; material and supplies on 
hand (including oil unsold), $276,223; treasury 
stock, $540,950; treasury bonds, $118,000; cash, 
$2,783,394; bills receivable, $2,512; accounts re- 
ceivable, $736,471; deposited in banks to pay 
bonds, $100,855; total, $32,783,390. 

Liabilities: Capital stock authorized, $25,- 
000,000; capital stock $2,000,000 ; 


bonds, $4,210,000; vouchers and accounts pay- 


unissued, 
able, $372,797: interest and taxes, $156,905: se- 
curity deposits, $152,905; dividends payable 
$402,500; bonds and coupons paid, not returned 
by trustee, $100,855; profit and loss, $4,387,719; 
total, $32,783,390. 

MAY INCREASE DIVIDEND. 

Income for the first three months of 1913 
makes this showing: Gross earnings, $1,977,- 
846; net earnings, $1,037,967; other income, 
$21,191; gross surplus, $949,779; balance after 
dividends, $547,273. 

It is said the dividend will be increased in 
June, as the company’s earnings are ahead of 
any other year in its history, and promise to 
retain this advantage as developments, and oil 
now available indicate continued prosperity. 
May 1 the company anticipated payment of a 


large block of its bonds, payment not being 


shown in the above report, the amount being 
secured by the sale of $1,750,000 treasury stock 
at par to stockholders whose requests for stock 
resulted in the issue being over-subscribed. 
Four years ago Manufacturers’ Light & Heat 
stock sold around $10 a share (par $50) and 
there was serious talk of bankruptcy proceed- 
ings as the indebtedness approached $10,000,- 
000. Then the stockholders and officials be- 
came active, and by earnest co-operation 
reduced the funded debt to $2,474,000, raised 
the stock to a 7 per cent dividend payer and 
maintained a price close to 50, even at times 
above it, on the local exchange. At present 
a monthly payment system is being utilized by 
which employes may subscribe for the stocks, 
the scale being one share for $250 of salary, 
and already there has been demand for the 
stock. 

Because of the large proportion of stock 
held in this territory there was much interest 
in the annual statement of the Ohio Oil Co., 
a former subsidiary of the Standard Oil Co. 
The statement shows that on December 31, 
1913, the company had a surplus of over $49,- 
225,000 or over three times the capital stock of 
$15,000,000. Pipe lines are valued at $13,500,- 
000, and producing properties about $14,000,- 
000. The company is said to have a daily 
production of 50,000 barrels. 

Another 100 per cent dividend on Ohio Fuel 
Oil was declared last week. The stock has a 
par value of $1 and rose one-half point to 


al 
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iround 18 on the declaration. This is the 
third 100 per cent dividend declared in the 
‘iscal year, and there is talk of it becoming a 
quarterly feature hereafter. Kentucky prom- 
ises good oil development this year and Ohio 
Fuel Oil is one of the successful operators 
there. 

Pure Oil declared the regular dividend and 
an extra dividend of 2 per cent, but the stock 
ruled dull. 


There has been little of note in Ohio Fuel 
Supply as a market factor. It is said its losses 
from the Ohio floods did not run over $25,000, 
and the stock has ruled quiet between 42 and 
13. The company’s interests in United Fuel 
Gas may result in a disbursement of some size. 

FIELD NOTES AND GOSSIP. 

The shallow sand districts in West Virginia 
are completing a good many wells, with 
Ritchie county in the center of activity. M. 
Naughton & Co. made the best showing with 
30-barrel well in the Keener sand. 

John Mildren, a Steubenville operator, was 
in the city last week to interest M. L. Benedum 
and others in the possibilities of an oil strike 
near Parkersburg. 

Oil developments in Ohio have shown that 
Union Natural Gas has a 5,000-acre lease in 
Licking county that promises to yield good 
return. The National Fireproofing Co, has 
lands in the same district. 

In Slippery Rock township, near Slippery 
Rock, Pa. there are eight wells under way, 
irom the old field near Kiester to the new 
neld at Slippery Rock. 

The Union Gas Co. brought in a well near 
Union Furnace, Hocking county, O., that is 
reported good for 300 barrels. The Ohio Fuel 
Supply Co. has a well near Straitsville, O., 
good for 75 barrels. 

Oil and gas leases covering almost 3,000 
acres, principally in Grant'and Clinton district, 
have been recorded at Huntington, W. Va., by 
the Hope Natural Gas Co. 

\ gas well estimated to be producing be- 
tween 8,000,000 and 12,000,000 cubic feet a 
lay, has been brought in by the Phillips Gas 
& Oil Co., near the Big Portman well, in the 
newly developed Portman field east of Butler. 

The T. W. Phillips Gas & Oil Co. is sink- 
ing several test wells in the vicinity of Punx- 
sutawney. 

Washington, Pa., parties and others are in- 
terested in a $10,000 oil and gas company that 
has been incorporated. The stockholders in- 
‘lude J. C. Murphy and R. G. Luton, Wash- 
ington; J. Frank Wilson and F. M. Gaton, 
South Franklin township, and S. M. Downer, 
New Castle. 

On Waldeck run, Reedy creek, Spencer dis- 
trict of Roane county, W. Va., the Fisher Oil 
Co. has drilled a test on the C. L. Smith farm 
through the Berea grit, and the wel produced 
500 barrels the first 24 hours. This is the largest 
producer that has been completed in that dis- 
trict since the first wells were completed on 
Scaffold run. Nearby the Carter Oil Co. has 
recently completed two good producers on the 
J. M. Butcher farm. At this time there are 
75 rigs up and drilling wells in Roane county. 

After a lapse of years drilling has been re- 
sumed in the Donegal township district, But- 
ler county, and Parker & Edwards are the firm 
engaged in the tests. 

Deeper drilling of the oil well in the Car- 
negie field, owned by John Goettmann and W. 
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F. Bingler, two Pittsburgh real estate men, 
has developed so heavy a pressure that drilling 
has been suspended. The gas comes from the 
third sand. As a 100-foot sand producer the 
well was good for 10 barrels a day. 


The South Penn Oil Co. has a half dozen 
wells under way in the eastern side of the 
Blue creek field and in parts of Roane county. 
Last week the South Penn increased its capi 
tal from $2,500,000 to $12,500,000, the new 
stock to be issued about August 1. The issue 
will be distributed in the form of a 300 per 
cent stock dividend. The South Penn has 
opened an oil buyer’s office at Charleston for 
the royalty owners of Roane and Kanawha 
counties. 

From time to time attention has been drawn 
to a small operation near Butler which was 
financed by a number of United Presbyterian 
ministers located in the teritory. Their official 
operating title is the Preachers’ Oil Co., and 
it is now said the dominies soon will be smil- 
ing, as the producing well they own has in- 
creased its flow from 2 to 15 barrels a day. 
This is the result of placing new tubing in 
the hole. The ministers first struck two dry 
holes. 

Inside of the borough limits of Washington, 
Pa., a number of Waynesburg men have drilled 
a well on the Naser lot, going through the 


NI 


Gantz sand and finding a 5-barrel producer. 

The Crude Oil Co. has a 10-barrel producer 
on the J. R. Taylor farm south of Washington. 

One of the novelties of the Blue creek field 
is a plant to make gasoline from casing head 
eas. It is owned by the W. E. Edwards Oil 
Co. and the gas there is said to be adapted to 
this line of manufacture, as the percentage of 
gasoline is high. The Edwards company will 
not only utilize the gas from its own wells 
but has made contracts with many producers 
at a contract price of 10 cents per 1,000 cubic 
feet of gas. 

The People’s Natural Gas Co. is laying a 
2-inch gas main from Waynesburg, Pa., to 
Monongahela, Pa. It now has an office in 
Altoona, Pa., in charge of Vice President J. 
G. Pew. 

Offices of the Macksburg division of the 
Buckeye Pipe line Co. have been removed 
from Pittsburgh to Lima. 

One of the good producers found lately is 
reported from Washington county, Pa. It is 
on the farm of the Eagleson family, and is lo- 
cated on the National Pike. The owners, 
Tague & Co., developed the oil from the fifth 
sand and say it produces 25 barrels a day. 

In the Perrysville field, Southwest Pennsyl- 
vania district, Fowler & Co. have drilled a test 
on the Deer farm through the third sand, and 
it looks like a duster. 


Ohio Oil Co.’s Immense Surplus 
Brings Dreams of Melon Cutting 


With a surplus on hand of $49,225,411, 
equivalent to about 328 per cent on the 
company’s capital stock of $15,000,000, 
shareholders of the Ohio Oil Co., the Stand- 
ard Oil Company’s’ ex-subsidiary, are 
awaiting invitations to participate in a rich 
and juicy melon cutting. 


The balance sheet of the company for 
1912, made public recently, and by the way 
the first information the public has been 
furnished regarding the financial operations 
of the company since 1906, shows that the 
Ohio Oil Co. has not fallen behind her 
sister companies in Standard Oil in finan- 
cial prosperity. The 1912 balance sheet 
shows assets totaling $37,098,685, made up 
of material and merchandise valued at $15,- 
206,788, and cash, bonds and bills receiv- 
able of $21,891,897, against which are ac- 
counts payable of $1,362,588, leaving a total 
of net assets at $35,736,127, equivalent to 
238 per cent on the company’s capital stock. 


The total valuation of the Ohio Oil Com- 
pany’s property, as it appears on the bal- 
ance sheet, is $28,489,283, including $13,573,- 
169 for pipe lines, $13,948,574 for producing 
property, and $967,540 for non-producing 
property. This value placed upon the prop- 
erty of the company is considered extreme- 
ly conservative. Oijul experts estimate the 
value of the oil lands held by the com- 
pany to be at least five times the figures 
given in the balance sheet. Within the last 
three months the Ohio Oil Co. has taken 
over oil producing properties worth be- 
tween $4,000,000 and $5,000,000. 

Should a capital increase be decided upon, 
it would probably be large enough to bring 


the capitalization above the surplus of al- 
most $50,000,000. 

In 1912 Ohio Oil paid four quarterly divi- 
dends of $1.25, or 5 per cent on the $25 par 
value shares, amounting to 20 per cent for 
the year. On March 20 the dividend 
amounted to $1.25 and $1.00 extra or 9 
per cent, a rate which if maintained, would 
bring the yearly rate up to 36 per cent. 
With estimated earnings for 1912 placed at 
$20,000,000, more than 133 per cent on the 
capital stock, the company could pay 33 
per cent dividends on a capital of $60,000,- 
000 without any trouble if last year’s re- 
sults were repeated. 


Asphalt made from California crude does 
not need tariff protection, according to Arthur 
W. Sewall, president of the Barber Asphalt 
Paving Company, who appeared before the 
Committee of Ways and Means of the House 
of Representatives in an effort to have crude 
and refined asphalt and bitumen, used in road 
construction, removed from the dutiable to the 
free list. 

According to Sewall, imported asphalt can 
not possibly compete with the residual asphalts 
made from California and Mexican crudes 
because the natural lake asphalts, which 
make up the list of asphalt imports en- 
tirely, possess certain qualities which domes- 
tic asphalts do not have and so the market 
for the two does not conflict. Paving and 
road asphalt made from crude imported nat- 
ural lake bitumen are used for road construc- 
tion in all parts of the country and with the 
tariff removed the cost of improved roads 
would be materially decreased. No natural 
lake asphalt is found in the United States. 
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Natural Gas Gasoline Production Booming 


Price Increase Results in the Installation of New 
Plants to Manufacture Compressed 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

PARKERSBURG, W. VA., May 6.— \|- 
though not directly affected only along the 
Ohio river district, there has been a tem- 
porary lull in oil developments in West 
Virginia as a result of the recent flood. This 
was due to the fact that practically every 
West Virginia supply house and oil well 
manufacturing company was forced to close 
down for two weeks or more, and that the 
railroads were out of commission, thus 
holding up shipments of supphes for sey 
eral weeks 

oof the well) supply houses in 
Parkersburg were under water, and several 
suffered considerable loss. One plant, the 
Parkersburg Rig & Reel Company, will 
ibgndon its old buildings and will rebuild 
its factory on a site out of the flood zone 
his factory, however, has resumed opera- 
tions at its old plant 

\long the Ohio at many places there was 
considerable loss Derricks were blown 
down and washed away. The South Penn 
Qii Company was perhaps the heaviest loser 
in this respect However, work is being 
pushed as usual now and indications are 
that there will be more development done 
in West Virginia this summer than there 
has been tor several years 

The retineries of the National Retining 
Company, at Marietta, Ohio, were badly 
wrecked during the recent flood They 
were almost completely submerged. Sev- 
eral steel oil tanks were carried down the 
Ohio river. Two lodged on Blennerhassett 
Island, noted in history as the home of 
Herman Blennerhassett. One of the com- 
pany’s tanks 1s lodged on the island on top 
of a church, which was carried there from 
Williamstown, \W. Va., 12 miles away \n- 
other is on the lower end of the island. It 
is about two-thirds full of oil. Other tanks 
were lodged on the bed of the Ohio river 
below the island, about 13 miles from the 
plant. These tanks are dangerous to navi- 
gation, and steps have been taken to have 
the national government remove them 

GASOLINE BOOMING. 

West Virginia has always led all other 
states in the production of natural gas gaso- 
line, but during the past few weeks this in- 
dustry has been growing by leaps and 
bounds. The increase in the price of oil 
has brought a corresponding increase in the 
price of gasoline, and the natural gas prod- 
uct is now selling for the highest price at 
which it has been quoted for the past two 
years 

The largest natural gas gasoline plant in 
West Virginia is now being installed in the 
Blue Creek oil tield in Kanawha county, by 
the William Seymour Edwards Oil Com- 
pany. This ts the tirst gasoline plant in that 
section of the state, but it is expected that 
others will follow, as the gas there is said 
to be very good for gasoline. This new 
plant will consist of three 80 horsepower 
Bessemer installations. The plant will cost 


in the vicinity of $30,000. 


Gilbert L. Watson, banker and business 
man of Parkersburg, is the largest Inde- 
pendent natural gas gasoline producer in 
West Virginia. He has won the sobriquet 
“The Gasoline King” among the oil men of 
the state, and is frequently known by this 
title He has nine natural gas gasoline 
plants 

Mr. Watson has just purchased an 2&0 
horsepower installation, which is to be lo- 
cated at Cornwallis, Ritchie county, a small 
place noted for the production of this kind 
of gasoline 

One plant, a 40 horsepower installation, 
which was located on the island in the Ohio 
at Belmont, was carried away by the recent 
flood. The plant was nearly a total loss, 
although the compressor can be repaired 

The Imperial Oil & Gas Producis Com- 
pany is putting in a plant at Hannahdale, 
Ritchie county. 

The Hancock Compressing Company 1s 
installing an &O horsepower plant on the 
Krimyre Oil Company's lease near Harris- 
ville, in Ritchie county. There are several 
other plants being planned in different sec- 
tions of the state. 

DRILLING DEEP WELL. 

Kelley and Moriarity, drilling contractors, 
are drilling a well at Parsons, Tucker coun- 
ty, which will probably be among the deep- 
estin the world. At Parsons the surface of 
the soil is about 1,200 feet lower than the 
Big Injun sand. This well has already been 
drilled to the depth of 4,300 feet, and it is 
to be drilled deeper, probably as deep as the 
contractors can drill it with the equipment 
they are using. 

\t the depth of about 4,000 feet a heavy 
flow of salt water was encountered. It filled 
the well so it was necessary to case it off 
before the drilling could be continued. The 
saline solution was so strong that it was 
said that three gallons would produce al- 
most a gallon of salt 


MAKE BIG DEAL. 

\ million dollar company has been or- 
ganized through the merger of three smaller 
companies to develop oil lands in the south- 
western part of West Virginia and in the 
eastern part of Kentucky. This new com- 
pany, it is reported, will be composed of the 
stockholders of the Guyan Oil Company, 
the Wayne Oil Company and the Hamlin 
Oil Company. The deal has been pending 
since the first of the vear and it is said that 
the purpose of the merger is to lessen the 
operating expenses, to simplify operations 
and to enable them to be carried on on a 
more extensive scale. A month may be re- 
quired yet to arrange the details of the 
merger. The three companies are controlled 
by F. B. Renslow and W. J. Rogers, of 
Huntington, and E. G. Germer, of Erie. Pa. 

NEW DEVELOPMENT WORK. 

The Watson Drilling & Development 
Company, of Parkersburg, has made ar- 
rangements to drill several wells the com- 
ing summer, mostly in the Waverly oil 
field in this county. It is now operating on 


Product 


the Garrison farm in the Walker district 
Several prominent local people are inter 
ested in this company. Among them are 
Attorney R. EE. Bills, president; Calvin 
Campbell, C. E. Chalfant, A. Williams and 
C. E. Boice. 

The Ohio Valley Oil, Gas & Minera! 
Company, another local concern, is drilling 
on the Jane Hawkins lease, in the Cali 
Creek, Pleasants county field. The mem- 
bers of this company are Paulus Reps, \W 
Johnson, R. Bills, Thomas Coleman 
and others. 

C. T. Smith, of Parkersburg, has sold a 
half interest in the Scott Brothers farm 
lease, in the Burning Springs field, in \Wirt 
county, to Corwin & McGregor, of Salem 
There are tive producing wells on the lease 
The new company is making arrangements 
to drill several new wells on the farm this 
spring. QOil is found both in the Second 
Cow Run and the Big Injun sand 

L. B. Welch, of Parkersburg, and W. H 
Corwin, of Salem, have started work on two 
deep wells on the Corwin farm, one mile 
north of Salem. The wells are to be drilled 
to the Gordon sand. 

Dr. W. S. Link, of Parkersburg; John 
Deem, of Ritchie county, and others, have 
made arrangements to drill the No. 6 well 
on the Deem farm in Murphy district 

Frank Dollman and C. T. Smith, of 
Parkersburg, have started a test on the 
Skidmore heirs’ farm district, Wood county 


PERSONALS. 


\. D. McVey, superintendent of the Eu- 
reka Pipe Line Company, has returned 
home from a several days’ business trip 
through the state. 

James Deem, who has extensive oil in 
terests in Ritchie county, arrived home for 
a few days’ visit with his family here. 

\lbert M. Stiles, a member of one of th« 
pioneer families of Volcano, but who has 
been a resident of this city for several years, 
where he is connected with the Stiles Val- 
ley Machine Company, was recently married 
to Miss Anna Clair Jennings, daughter of 
Capt. James Jennings, of this city. 

Several new wells have come in in the 
past week in the old-time Hendershot 01! 
lields, which are good for fifty barrels each 

George Carney has returned home from 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, where he is interested in 
a large oil company that is now drilling in 
the Glenn Pool extension. 

Bernard Deem, oil well contractor, has 
returned home from Calhoun county, wher: 
he has been engaged in drilling a well. 

Wig Bickel, who has been spending sev- 
eral months in this city with relatives and 
friends, departed for Medicine Hat, British 
Columbia, where he is extensively engaged 
in the oil business. 

Word has been received here that George 
Bradford, an old-time resident of this city, 
recently had a new well in the Tulsa field 
that is the talk of Oklahoma. 
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EVERYBODY SMILES 
IN ELECTRA FIELD 


Production Increase Puts Cushing 
In Second Place 
(By Special Correspondent.) 

WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS, May 7.— 

The banker smiles when he meets the 
hard-handed sons of the field. He places 
his velvety hand in the begrimed and horny 
one of the toiler. The producer smiles an 
angelic smile. The oil well contractor 
grins (that is the nearest he can come to a 
smile until he becomes a producer), and the 
oil workers are happy. 


Why all this happiness? Is it because 
that spring has burst its bonds of winter 
and is expanding into one panorama of 
passing loveliness? It is in part. 


Why shouldn't those who have played the 
North Texas oil field with the last cent in 
their possession smile a real bright and 
happy smile, when today they can call it 
with all sincerity the greatest tield ever 
found in the Southwest. 

And now, gentle reader (as Bertha M 
Clay would say), do you know that this lit- 
tle county, the smallest in the state, is pro- 
ducing more than half of the oil produced 
in the state of Texas, and is not half trying. 
When she gets her back humped up, and 
puts her beef against the yoke, the Gulf 
Coast helds will look like pastures in com- 
parison. Do you know that we gained 
nearly three thousand barrels over last 
month? Do you know that we are produc- 
ing right at twenty-two thousand barrels 
each day! The great Cushing field heralded 
iar and near as the greatest ever, is two 
thousand barrels per day behind us. No 
wonder we grin. No wonder we smile. No 
wonder we laugh right out in meetin’ when 
we review the greatness of the handiwork 
of the oil producer in Northwest Texas. 

What has all this done for the com- 
munity? Just bear with me. Two years ago 
there was less than a million and a half of 
dollars deposited in the Wichita Falls banks. 
Today there are nearly three million. Two 
years ago there was one bank in Electra 
with a deposit of sixty-five thousand dollars 
Today there are two banks with deposits of 
four hundred thousand dollars. 

Fearing | might weary you with intro- 
ductory remarks, I will go to the bone of 
the affair. Thirty days is a long time be- 
Therefore, 
this paper should be semi-monthly. It 
would save lots of kicks. So when Green- 


tween drinks if you are dry. 


lease drilled in the Riley well on the fourth 
day of April we had to wait for thirty days 
for the comments, not that it would have 
been news for the boys, but they like to see 
what is said about those things. 

The well was drilled in and it is a son- 
of-a-gun, and besides making a lot of good 
stuff between it and the Sands well, it has 
been making 90 barrels per day for the said 
Greenleases (gee, there's a lot of S in that). 
It was the most important well drilled in 
since the Burkburnett field opened up. 


Elsewhere you will find the completions 
and the new production for the month of 


NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS. 


April, that will show every one has been 
busy here and having a real splendid time 
The production by companies follows 

Barrels 


Daily 

Producers Oil Co. 10,554 
Corsicana Pet. Co. 6,090 
J. M. Guffey Pet. Co. ......... 1,165 
Red River Oil 910 
Five Rivers. Ol 149 
Burkburnett District ......... 534 
Independent operators ............ 1,058 
Last report 19,258 


Runs. Shipm. 
Petrolia District— bbls. bbls. Stocks 


Magnolia Pet. Co... 11,000 15,000 30,000 
Texas Co. 15,000 18,000 35,000 


Klectra— 
Magnolia Pet. Co. ..220,000 225,000 650,000 
Texas Co. _..... 300,000 280,000 *70,000 
Gulf Pipe Line Co... 30,000 35,000 25,000 

*Includes the deliveries of 20,000 barrels 
to the Pierce-Fordyce Oil Association, and 
the Pierce-Fordyce Oil Association shipped 
that amount. 

This report does not show the drain on 
the stocks as it should, but the drafts since 
last winter have been something over 200,- 
COO barrels. The Gulf has been storing 
some of its oil, but will need it with the in- 
crease of their selling agencies. 


Electra, Tex., Production Report 


During the month ending May 1, 1913, 
there were 35 wells completed in the Elec- 
tra field. Twenty-five were productive and 
ten were dry. 

During the same time there were & wells 
completed at Burkburnett, and no dry holes 

There were three completed at Petrolia 
and one was dry. 

In the three districts there was added in 
new production 3,570 barrels of 42 gallons 
each, apportioned as follows: 

Barrels 
Producers Oil Co., including Petro- 


Burkburnett district ............... 190 


The abandonments were as follows: 


leet 

Dry 
Producers Oil Co., No. 1 Rodgers. . 2,900 
lectra Valley Oil Co., No. 2 Krohm..2,000 
Clark and others, No. 1 Powers ».. 1,650 
J. M. Guffey Co., No. 1 Honaker. 2,000 
Canadian Oil Co., No. 1 Fisher.......2,000 
C. P. Co., No. 12 Allen ... 1,200 


Prince Oil & Dev. Co., No. 1 Prince. ..1,200 
Cranston Oil Co., No. 1 Woodruff... ..1,275 
Kees Rigsby and others, No. 1 Munden 560 
Hivie and others, No. 1 Brown........1,275 
J. E. England Fee ..... 
You will note a slight discrepancy in the 
present production report and this one. 
This is explained for the reason that this 
report is based on the initial production. 


Electra District. 


Owner. l'arm. 
Producers Oil Co 
Producers Oil Co. 
Producers Oil Co. 


Producers Oil Co 


Mariott 
Allen 
Producers Oil Co. 
Producers . Stringer 
Total new production for P.O. Co. at 


.. Stringer 


2nd Bywaters 


Waggoner 


Burkburnett District. 


Producers Oil Co. Chenault 
Producers Oil Co. .. Morris 


Producers’ total for Burkburnett District 


Petrolia 

Owner. arm. 
Total new production P.O. Co 

Owner. farm 
Corsicana Pet. Co., Electra........ \llen 
Corsicana Pet. Co., Electra _.... Honaker 
Corsicana Pet. Co., Electra _...Honaker 


orsicana Pet. Co., Electra .. Honaker 


( 

Corsicana Pet. Co., Electra ....Honaker 

Corsicana Pet. Co., Electra .. Allen 

Corsicana Pet. Co., Electra..Cross & Brown 

Corsicana Pet. Co., Red River........ Allen 

Corsicana Pet. Co., Red River..... Putnam 
Total 


No. of l'eet No. of 
Well Depth. Barrels. Date. 
46 1,050 75 \pril 2 
+ 1,600 Gas \pril 4 
13 1,100 25 April 17 
131% 600 20 April 15 
38 1,175 200 \pril 26 
43 1,900 150 April 28 
electra ..470 barrels 
No. of leet No. of 
Well. Depth. sarrels. Date. 
] 1,750 50 \pril 27 
] 1,850 35 April 2 
.85 barrels. 
District. 
No. of leet No. of 
Well Depth. Barrels. Date. 
12 1,780 400 \pril 29 
No. of leet No. of 
Well. Depth Barrels. Date. 
47 1,060 100 April 2 
14 980 50 April 25 
19 1,650 1,000 \pril 30 
15 2,100 200 April 30 
18 1,475 50 April 20 
48 1,050 5 April 25 
16 975 20 April 10 
20 700 5 April 25 
36 1,900 30 April 25 


barrels. 
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Burkburnett District. 


Owner l'arm. 
Corsicana Pet. Co .Cook 


C. P. Co. total for the month 


Independents, Electra District. 


Owner. larm. 
Wichita Oil Co W oodruff 
J. M. Guffey Pet. Co 
J. M. Guffey Pet. Co. 


Red River Oil Co 
Red River Oil Co 
W. C. McBride 
Forest Oil Co. 
Oktaha Oil Co. . 


.. Bywaters 
.. Bywaters 
.. Sheldon 
. Marriott 
.2nd Douglass 


Burkburnett District. 


I. W. Dyson & Co 


i Horton & Walker 
J. M. Guffey Pet. Co 


.. otaley 
Fisher & Allen .. George 
Marcus Oil Co. ..... ....Markowitz 
Greenlease Bros 


Developers’ Oil Co Bean & Markowitz 


Petrolia District. 
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No. of Feet No. of 
Well. Depth. sarrels Date 
1 1,815 15 \pril 3 
Barrels 
No. of Feet No. of 
Well. Depth. sarrels Date 
2 1,080 15 April 3 
8 1,070 60 April 5 
1 1,620 40 April 12 
14 1,130 20 \pril 17 
15 1,050 400 April 29 
4 1,740 160 \pril 4 
8 1,050 20 April 25 
1 1,420 50 \pril 28 
2 734 15 \pril 15 
1,865 50 April 17 
] 600 10 April 16 
1 1,630 15 \pril 17 
1 1,630 100 \pril 4 
5 1,780 200 \pril 24 


Just Jollies for Some Wichita, Tex., Folks. 


Bill Dalton, in 
(Road 


Ford 
because 
when he ran over a big snake the other day, 
the car was not heavy enough to kill it. He 
says that after the car had passed over the 


speaking ot his 


Louse) car, complained 


body of the snake, giving the car a mighty 
heave, that he looked back and there stood 
the snake right on the end of its tail with 
a “never touched me smile,” as much as to 
say, “Pooh, pooh on such a car.” Now Bill 
is a particular friend of mine or I might 
think that Bill would be out of place teach- 
ing a Sunday School class, but under the 
circumstances I believe his story. 


Gus F. Mahan, general manager of the 
National Supply Company, of Kansas, was 
here early this month. It is great fun to 
see Gus go into the dining-rooms of these 
hostelries. He is so big that he has to 
double up like a jack-knife to get through 
the door, and when he goes into the ele- 
vators he crawls in on his hands and knees. 


The Gulf Refining Company has put a 
new station in Wichita Falls, where all the 
manufactured and by-products of the crude 
petroleum are for sale. 


Rodney G. Smith (I'll bet there do not a 
dozen men in the oil country outside of his 
family know who that is) made a business 
trip to Tulsa, Okla. Ted is one guy that 
is missed when he leaves town. 


That prince of good fellows, George W. 
Crawford, spent three days in Wichita Falls 
early in the month. It is a pleasure to see 
the boy who was raised on the banks of the 
placid Allegheny river, and to know that the 
future meal ticket is assured. George has 
never given up the thought of single 
blessedness. One of the handsomest men 
in the oil region and one of the wealthiest, 


it seems funny that he does not make one 
woman happy. But that is his affair. If | 
had his face, figure and bank account I 
would make one happy, and God knows 
how many more. But the pleasure was all 
ours to have you with us, George, and may 
your shadow never grow less. 


Harry Heasley was here looking after the 
Worth Company’s holdings. Here’s hoping 
that the well being drilled by this company 
will be a dinger. 

W. C. McBride spent a week in Wichita 
Falls, Texas. He is one of the few Inde- 
pendents who have been successful in this 
county. 


There is nothing to it, if you want to see 
Marcus McLaughlin, you will have to go to 
Electra. Since he has married, he has 
grown old, but not cranky, and it is always 
a pleasure to have a few minutes’ gonver- 
sation with him, but on account of age it 
must be either at his office or house. 

I just want to say to Oom (Chas.) Paul 
that I will consider the fact of his getting a 
dry hole on the Daniels farm as a personal 
matter. And if he does get the said dry 
one, that I hereby, and herewith, challenge 
him to mortal combat, the meeting ground 
to be in the middle of Lake Wichita, and 
the weapons cleavers, with time allowed to 
come out twice during the fray to GRIND. 
“I should worry” if this one is dry. To be 
sure of my man, this is directed to the man 
who has no hair A-Tall. 


We take pleasure in announcing that H. 
J. Fenton, formerly with the Southern Well 
Works, has taken charge of the Atlas Sup- 
ply Company branch at Electra, with head- 
quarters at Wichita Falls. Mr. Fenton is a 
popular and worthy young man, and we 
trust the best in the land awaits him in his 


Cleveland, O. 


new field, knowing that he will give a good 
account of himself in the race for the trade. 


Fearing that I might not have made my- 
self plain ina recent article in the Wichita 
Daily Times, I wish to state that the posi- 
tion I have taken on the ouster suit of the 
Magnolia Petroleum Company is that I am 
in favor of ousting them. I state it here 
again, that no one has influenced me in any 
shape or manner; that I think that they are 
as much of an outlaw, if proven that they 
are a part of the S. O., as the man who 
holds up a train, and should have no more 
consideration in the eyes of the law; and if 
they are violating the anti-trust law that 
they should meet with the same fate as the 
man who steals a cow, each having vio- 
lated the laws of the state. 


If I were trying to convict a criminal, | 
would get the man or men who knew the 
most about the crime, let that be the Texas 
Company or the Pierce-Fordyce Oil Asso- 
ciation. Either or both know. To be an 
honest witness has never been a crime in 
the history of jurisprudence, whatever that 
is. Therefore, Attorney General Looney 
has my hearty support in his rightful fight 
against the intrenchment of money. 


W. G. L. 


CRUDE COST BRINGS 
NEW COAL GAS PLANT 


Increased Price of Crude Brings 
$30,000,000 Investment by 
Chicago Company 
The recent general increase in the price 
of crude oils has led the People’s Gas Light 
& Coke Co., of Chicago, to plan an in- 
vestment of $30,000,000 in a new coal gas 
plant at that place. The site for the new 
plant has been selected on the Chicago 
drainage canal and erection will be com- 
menced as soon as the plans are completed. 

Many other companies now depending 
largely upon oil as the chief ingredient in 
the manufacture of water gas for illuminat- 
ing purposes are expected to turn to the 
older process of extracting the lighting gas 
from coal unless the price of crude again 
drops or production increases to a degree 
where the supply exceeds the demand. 
Neither of these events are at all likely 
to come to the relief of the water gas 
manufacturer, and with oil at its present 
prices, companies manufacturing water gas 
will be operating at a bare profit or no 
profit at all unless the change to coal gas 
generation can be made speedily and at 
little expense. 

The People’s Gas & Coke Co. is operating 
under a contract with the Standard Oil Co. 
or one of its ex-subsidiaries, and therefore 
has time to complete its new coal gas 
plant before its contract runs out. 

Gas manufacturers place the blame for 
the increase in the cost of crude on the 
demand for gasoline for automobiles, a 
condition which is taxing the refineries of 
the country to the utmost to meet, and 
that only by increasing the fraction of 
crude-forming gasoline and turning out a 
lower quality product. 
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Brownwood, Tex., Ideal Location to Find Oil 


Rock Formation Similar to Oklahoma Fields and 
Shallow Well Results Bring Hopes of New Field 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
BROWNWOOD, TEXAS, May 1.—The 


history of Brownwood, Texas, wherein it 
pertains to the oil industry, is as full of 
sobs as a novel written by Marie Corelli. 
ts early history is closely associated with 
C, O. Gearing, and the awful wallops that 
hardy pioneer received trying to develop an 
il field at Brownwood, and _ like’ the 
pioneers who, in 1879, drilled a well in what 
was then known as the Indian Territory 
after years of hardship and obstacles almost 
insurmountable, he at last found what he 
had sought so long, and the well flowed. 
there are known instances where grief has 
killed; it is known where the accomplish- 
ment of a life aim has resulted in insanity; 
the latter was the fate of that early pioneer 
in the Territory. When the well flowed he 
threw up his hands and said, “My God, I 
am fifty years ahead of the times,” and his 
maniacal laughter rang through the hills, 
until today it is an Indian legend and was 
told to me by an adopted chief some few 


years ago. 


Gearing had the same pioneer spirit, 
found his oil and today, had he made the 
discovery that he made in 1889, it would 
have been a paying venture when the pres- 
ent price is considered. Yet after repeated 
efforts on Gearing’s part, he was doomed to 
disappointment and had to depart firmly be- 
lieving that there was oil in paying quanti- 
ties to be found at Brownwood. 


1 have taken the time to tour this field 
and make a pretty thorough investigation, 
and although I have a scientific report of 
that country by the best geologists and 
geologist (I mean by the latter Mr. Gould, 
of Oklahoma) in the Southwest, I will not 
weary the readers with much of it, except- 
ing, however, where it is essential for the 
proof of some argument. 


IS SPOTLESS TOWN. 

jrownwood is known in the state of 
Texas as Spotless Town, it having been 
eiven the prize as the cleanest city in the 
state. It is known to a certainty that the 
citizenship actually takes a bath once in a 
while, being ahead of Dallas in that re- 
spect, as Dallas can only do that after a 
rain and when there is water in the river, 
which has been dry for three years. But, 
joking aside, it is a romantic spot. The 
Chisholm ranch house, the founder and 
maker of the Chisholm trail, is about 14 
miles from Brownwood; the Santa Anna 
mountains, 17 miles from the town, are seen 
like a great sword stabbing the sky. These 
inountains are rich in glass sands that, with 
the outlook for natural gas, will be a great 
.dvantage to that community. 


The elevation of Brownwood is about 
1.350 feet. The geology of the county is 
summed up in the report made by Chas. N. 
Gould, former state geologist of Oklahoma. 
He says, “Having carefully examined the 
country in the western part of Brown coun- 


ty, Texas, I am of the opinion that it may 
be considered good prospective oil and gas 
territory. The rocks in this region are car 
boniferous, or coal measure age. Many of 
the most prolific oil fields are located in 
carboniferous formations; these include the 
great fields of Illinois, Kansas, Oklahoma 
and North Texas. The rocks in Brown 
county, Texas, are identical with those near 
Tulsa, Bartlesville, Nowata and Okmul- 
gee, where occur the best fields of that 
state. 


“The rocks in Brown county consist of 
alternating stratas of sandstone, limestone, 
and shale. These various formations lie in 
regular succession, one above the other, and 
have a general dip to the west and north- 
west. Some five to ten miles northwest of 
Brownwood, the county seat of Brown 
county, the regular dip of the country is 
interrupted and the rocks lie level.” (Here 
Gould says forming an anticline. He is un- 
questionably mistaken, as this would form 
what is known as a structural terrace.) 


At Brownwood proper they have several 
shallow wells ranging in depth from 80 feet 
to 180 feet. A sample of this oil has been 
analyzed by the State University, and for 
the information of those interested I here- 
with append it: 


Color—dark reddish brown. 

Specific gravity—0O.884, or 28.7 B, at 60 de- 
grees F, 

Viscosity—170. 

Flash point—does not flash under 200 de- 
grees F. 

Burning point—above 200 degrees I. 

Heating power—20, 220. 

Sulphur—none. 
Distillation conducted with barometer at 

29.25 inches. 
Fractions— 

1, up to 302 degrees F., few drops colorless 

2, 302 to 392 degrees F., 3.00 per cent color- 
less. 

3, 392 to 482 degrees F., 8.00 per cent color- 
less. 

4, 482 to 572 degrees F., 14.00 per cent yel- 
lowish. 

5, above 572. 

1, 20 per cent. 

2, 47 per cent—6/7. 

Residuum by weight—13. 
Analysis signed by S. H. Wood and ap- 

proved by Wm. B. Philipps, of the Univer- 

sity of the state of Texas. 


PUMP EACH ORDER. 


The above analysis is from the H. G. 
Scharrenbeck well at a depth of 98 feet, 
which produces about a barrel and three- 
quarters per day. There are four other 
wells that will produce about two barrels 
per day, as an aggregate. But the interest- 
ing one of the shallow wells is at the rear 
of the Baker Timmis hardware store. This 
well is rigged up with a little gasoline en- 
gine, both unique and convenient, for when 
any one wants oil to kill the fleas on a dog 


or ticks on cattle, all he has to do is to go 
and wait a few minutes until they pump 
the oil. 


There has been drilled around Brown- 
wood in all about wells which 
Some of the wells 


twenty 
showed oil and gas. 
pumped as high as twelve barrels per day. 
There is drilling almost in the city limits a 
well by local capital that, when I visited it 
a few days ago, was between fourten and 
fifteen hundred feet deep. Harry Knox, W. 
R. Scrimgeour and D. F. Johnson are creat- 
ing the enthusiasm, and hope to have a real 
oil well for Brownwood in a few days. The 
pay in this particular place is supposed to 
be at about 1,600 feet. 


This town and county is rich in having 
such an energetic, tireless worker as D. F. 
Johnson, and if they ever discover an oil 
field near Brownwood that will place it on 
the map of oildom, it will be through the 
efforts of this man. If abiding faith and 
bounding enthusiasm will get that greasy 
fluid, it is a lead-pipe cinch that D. F. John- 
son will have a well flowing over the der- 
rick within a year. 

To sum up Brown county in a few words, 
I see no reason why there have not been 
better results from the initial drilling; the 
geology is correct to produce oil, the drill- 
ing is easy, not unlike the drilling around 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, the casing required is not 
much, and the lighter weight can be used. 
In every respect, it is an ideal place for an 
oil field. 


The hotels are good and people are very 
kind and attentive to the visitor. There is 
a large area west of town that looks the 
best to me, and I believe that time will 
show that there is oil there in quantities 
justifying the expense. 


The companies that are keeping men on 
the ground are the Texas or Producer Oil 
Company; the J. M. Guffey Petroleum Com- 
pany has our old and popular idol, John 
(Cupid) O’Donahue. John is a scout of 
considerable ability, and when it comes to 
running down “Skoit” he is infallible, for 
with his winning ways and pleasant smile 
that boy is some pumpkins. Mr. O’Donahue 
spent three years pioneering the Electra 
field, and longs to be with the bunch that 
is still there. Well, here’s hoping John, for 
the girls sure miss you. 

COLEMAN COUNTY, TEX. 

At Trickam, in Coleman county, about 
twenty miles from Brownwood, they have 
what looks like the real thing in the way 
of a gas field, which may ultimately lead 
into an oil field. 

The most active operators in this field 
are J. T. Robertson and Son, of Galveston. 
They are large owners of land in fee, and 
have considerable acreage under lease. 
They have been actively drilling for two 
years. The first well proved to be a gasser 
at 950 feet, making approximately two mil- 
lion cubic feet of gas per day. This well 
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was drilled on their fee land in the Martha 
Parker survey, and has a rock pressure of 
about 400 pounds 

No. 2 Robertson, on the same tract and 
-urvey, found the gas at 1,000 feet with a 
slightly increased rock pressure, and a vol- 
ume slightly better than two million feet 

No. 1, Pittman farm, |]. T. Robertson & 
Son, finished recently at a depth of 1,075 
feet with a volume of something over 
three million cubic feet of gas per day, with 
a rock pressure of 445 pounds. This well 
is the last completion they have made They 
are now drilling No. 3 on the Martin sur- 
vey, and when | was there, April 27, they 
were 670 feeet deep. This is a very good 
location, and should give them the needed 
addition in volume to supply the city of 
Brownwood with gas. They already have 
about eight million feet now shut in, and 
Mr. Gentz has taken care of this job in a 
very business-like way; the finished gas 
wells are all packed and anchored and are 
free from water. The same company’s No 
1 on the Martin survey was drilled to a 
depth of 1,100 feet and was dry, having 
neither gas nor oil 

No. 2 on the same survey found oil in 
the gas sand and was tested out. It made 
about 12 barrels per day, but lacked the 
staying qualities necessary -for a paying 
well 

J. T. Robertson & Company's No. 3, 
Martha Parker survey, was a deep hole tin- 
ished at a depth of 1,861 feet. Dry. 

No. 4, Martha Parker survey, was a small 
oil well at 1,200 feet. You will note that 
Kobertson & Son have drilled eight wells, 
and have three gas wells, and two oil wells, 
that would pay if the pipe line was near, 
making three dry holes out of eight times 
at bat. This is a particularly good showing 
for a new field 

The next most active operator in the 
held is C. E. Wallace; he has drilled five 


wells, as follows: leet. 
Smith No. 1, dry 
\ldridge No. 1, dry..... 1,050 


Mathews No. 1, 10-bbl. pumper (Est.).1,040 
iveash No. 1, 5-bbl. pumper (Est.)....1,045 
Featherstone No. 1, dry; finished April 

20, 1913 ...1,041 

The Producers’ Oil Company, on the 
7,000 acre tract of the W. T. Guthrie ranch, 
and drilling in the northeast corner, is fish- 
ing at 1400 feet. This is the only well 
drilling by that company in this district. 

There have been drilled in all about 
twenty-five wells in an area of twelve miles, 
from a depth of 450 feet to 1,900 feet. A 
great number of these wells have been pro- 
moted and drilled by Fred W. Turner, a 
gentleman, that | regret to say, | did not 
meet, for he seems to have the spirit of the 
hardy pioneer that wins. 

We must get back to Brown county. The 
Neodasha Oil & Gas Company, three miles 
and a half from Bangs, is drilling a well on 
the Juan Hernadez survey, and are now at 
about six hundred feet. The contractor on 
this well is Charley Hart, from Warren Pa. 

Up in the Halloway mountains there is 
the most unique rig for drilling a well that 
I have seen in my short career. The whole 
thing when going looks like the running- 
gears of a Katydid. It is a hybrid between 
a threshing machine and a Keystone drill- 
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ing machine. Some time, when I am writ- 
ing a history of the strange things | have 
seen in a lifetime in the oil regions, | will 
specifically describe the workings of this 
freak. But I never saw an automobile put 
to the use that it was there. It was used to 
pump a water well by means of blocking tt 
up so that the engine would run the wheels, 
and a belt was run from one of the wheels 
to the pump. It being an old White steam- 
er, the steam was furnished from the thresh 
ing machine boiler. 


Cleveland, 


The one best bet for the Brownwow: 
people for their fuel is from Trickham, an; 
it looks as if that was their best hope fo 
being a center for a real oil field. It 1s 
little soon to state positively, but the Trick 
ham district looks like a comer to me. 


The prospects for an immediate tield 
Brownwood lie in the direction that Cha- 
N. Gould has advised, and if | were goin, 

certainly tr 


W. G. L. 


to spend money | would 


Gould’e location. 


Clarion Hollow Got Kennedy 
a-Growing Thin--Says Billy Long 


A Beautiful Tale of ‘Kid’? and 
His Looks is Unfolded—List 
to the Sigh of the Trees 


P in Clarion county, Pennsylvania, 
there is, or was,a village called Clin- 
ton Furnace. The time of which | 
write was long before Col. Drake had his 
dream, I cannot find any data on whether 
there was a furnace there, or whether it 
Was just a good place for a furnace. Any- 
way, the pine trees grew tall, and moaned 
and sighed in the winter evenings, or 
crooned and whispered joyfully to each 
other in the springtime 

It was the seventeenth day of May, 1849, 
a time when the birds sing, and the lilacs 
bloom, and the hemlock logs husk their 
very best, that J. W. (Kid) Kennedy was 
born. It is litthe wonder, being born and 
raised where the air was permeated with 
the smell of hemlock, that he now is lone- 
some unless he can inhale the smell of new 
lumber, and that perhaps is what influenced 
him to become a rig builder. Being raised 
in one of those Clarion county “hollers,” 
he grew up and up, until today when the 
tape is applied, he stands six feet four inch- 
es with or without socks, and | have seen 
him both ways. Sixty-four years old and 
straight as a gun barrel, he could come very 
near crawling into the bore, but let me say 
it is six feet of man, without a crook, or a 
knot, sound at the heart, and is material 
fit for any rig, no matter how exacting the 
foreman is. 

When the old United States well) was 
drilled at Pithole, Kid was about 16 years 
old. He had heard the glowing reports, 
back in that little hamlet, of the wealth 
that was being found in the great Pennsyl- 
vania oil fields, and the microbe of wander- 
lust stung him, and he has been getting 
stung ever since, and this is no joke. When 
he struck Pithole he looked like a large 
number of the boys on their arrival in the 
oil country. He wore boots, because it was 
hard to get pants long enough for him, and 
the boot tops helped out. He was not a 
graduate of an Eastern college, but he had 
what no college can give, gray matter and 
an honest heart. So instead of slinging ink, 
he preferred to sling oil barrels and skin 
mules, and that was his first work in the 
oil country, and he did it well. 

He has seen the rise and fall of more men 


J. W. (Kid) Kennedy. 


than he can remember. He saw the town 
of Bradford when it did not contain a cor- 
poral’s guard, and he saw her grow into a 
beautiful city. He saw the town of Butler 
when the faces of her few citizens shone 
like all soap-miners’ faces should shine. He 
saw a crop of buckwheat on what is now 
her park. In Butler county he built his 
first rig. This was at Greece City, in 1874 
Since that time he has built rigs, contracted 
and was an oil producer in West Virginia 

What a wonderful story he could tell, 
what a moving picture it would make, to 
have on the canvas—the rise and fall of the 
dead and unburied cities. To see that great 
Magician, Oil, touch the cheeks of a dried 
and wizzened city, and see it bloom like the 
leaves of the forest for a season only. Ken 
nedy has cut and sawed a mighty torest and 
built it into towers for the greedy god o! 
commerce. He has put timbers into rigs 
that today would be worth from one to 
three thousand dollars a tree. If all the rigs 
he has had and built were standing on end 
Jack and his bean stalk would look a bol 
tail flush. Forty-eight years of the oi 
country; forty-eight years of its strife, its 
sobs, its tears. But oh! its smiles, its rap- 
turous sunshine. You wonder is it worth 
it? Il bet if you ask him he will say ye- 
a thousand times. 


I have seen him in the flush of success. 
and I have seen him when the meal-ticke' 
was as uncertain as an oil well in Texas 
In both instances he was the same genia). 
smiling man I know with pleasure today in 


W. G. L. 


Texas. 
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Union Oil Co. Invades S. O. Districts 


Puts Distributing Station in Main Pacific Coast 
Centers, Formerly Exclusive S$. O Territory 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
LOS ANGELES, May 4.—The Union Oil 


Company is adding two stills exclusively for 
running lubricants, and a compounding 
plant, at the Oleum retinery, and two lubri 
cating stills at the Kern River plant, to 
commence extensive manufacturing of these 
woods from California oil. 


Hitherto it has imported nearly all its 
stock from the East, but two years ago it 
began experiments and also the compound- 
ing of the California and Eastern products 
successfully. G. Olsen, formerly with 
the Indian Retining Company, is head’ of 
the lubricating department. Lately Inde- 
pendent refiners have had more success 
with California lubricants, but the Standard 
has found this line difficult in the past. The 
discoveries of large tields of high-grade oil 
in the last three years have greatly simpli- 
fed the problem and the prospects for 
larger Independent retining interests 


Three years ago the Standard had prob- 
ebly 90 per cent of the Pacitic coast’s re- 
ined oil and gasoline trade, probably 70 
per cent in California, more in adjoining 
states and all the foreign business, except 
fuel and road oil, which is all held by the 
Union-Agency. The Standard’s hold on gasoline 
and engine distillates is threatened seriously 
by the very cheap method of extraction 
while cleaning fresh oil, and by casing-head 
gasoline. In a few months the Union will 
be extracting about a gallon and a_ halt 
average per thousand, from 12,000,000 cubic 
feet daily of natural gas at Santa Maria, 
which, when blended, will be doubled in 
quantity or more. The Union will run a 
pipe line some thirty miles long to the re- 
finery at Port Harford to carry this gaso- 
line for blending and shipment by sea. The 
cutting of gasoline prices has extended from 
Los Angeles to San Francisco Bay and the 
interior of the state, and the Standard 
agents have sent garage men and retailers 
circulars offering contracts at low figures 
couched in terms that some construe as 
threatening vengeance if Independents be 
patronized. 


Besides the Union some smaller refiners 
are giving increased attention to lubricants 
\t Ravenswood, thirty miles) from San 
lranciseo, the Lubricating Products’ Com- 
pany, a new local concern, has opened a 
(00-barrel one-unit refinery devoted entirely 
to this line. Some thirty grades are to be 
inade. The growing demand affords open- 
ings regardless of any cut into the Stand- 
already existing trade. 


INVADES S. O. DISTRICTS. 

Having established distributing stations 
tor refined oil in the main centers of Cali- 
fornia trade and at Portland and Seattle, the 
Union is invading the interior of Washing- 
‘on and Oregon. Only last month a station 
was put in at Ellensburg, Washington, to 
-etrve the North Yakima Valley, hitherto 
‘xclusively Standard territory. 


In Los Angeles, when the General Pipe 
Line begins deliveries and the operation ot 
its topping plant, thé light tops of some 
20,000 barrels will be available for retining 
These have been bought by the Kellogg Ke 
fining Company. The Independent Agency's 
topping plant at Port Harford means a sim- 
ilar amount in the near future. These will 
probably go to the Union, before they have 
been wasted, by selling with the crude as 
fuel. 

The Union is also enlarging its Oleum 
and Kern River asphalt works to an agers 
gate of 6,000 tons monthly. Within two 
vears past this product has found market in 
\ustraha, Japan, China, Mexico, Chile, Ar 
gentine and Uruguay in small quantities 
Large consignments go to New York by 
sailing vessels; also by rail to all parts of 
the United States and Canada. The Stand 
ard is also shipping asphalt east by cars and 
to England. Tank cars are employed to 
move asphalt in liquid form, saving cooper 
age and bracing. The same rates from in 
land points as from San Francisco Bay and 
Los Angeles permit asphalt to be made in 
the tield and shipped direct east now. This 
helps both the Standard and the Union and 
small manufacturers in the San Joaquin 
Valley, but hurts the small retiner at San 
Francisco and Los Angeles. 

STANDARD’S NEW FIELDS. 

The Standard’s 2,860 foot test well, a mile 
and a half west of the old limit of Kern 
River production, has pumped at a rate up 
to 300 barrels daily for a few hours, but 
needs constant cleaning out of sand. The 
oil tests 14 to 15 gravity and is reported to 
be getting lighter. The Standard has bought 
or leased several thousand acres in the vi 
cinity very quietly, and the General Petro- 
leum and others have acquired most of what 
remains. 

The Standard is testing out the Bixby 
ranch six miles east of the nearest wells in 
La Habra Valley. Oil has been found at 
very shallow depths in water wells near 
here. The Standard has about ten strings 
working in La Habra and Coyote Hills, two 
flowing wells with close to 2,000 barrels 
daily output, and has abandoned four or 
five, failing to get oil. 

In Alameda and San Joaquin counties, 
southeast of Oakland, where prospecting 
has been carried on for years with just 
enough success to encourage others to try, 
and where the Standard put down two or 
three test wells and quit some four years 
since, it still has a tract of some 2,000 acres 
on which it is understood that it must drill 
within a year to hold possession 

THE GENERAL COMPANIES. 

The General Pipe Line to Los Angeles 
and the loading station at the harbor are 
finished. Oil is at the city limits to be 
moved on completion of the Vernon top- 
ping plant, to be ready in a week. 

The General's next payment to the Stew- 
arts for control of the Union is due July 1 
Under continual hammering Union Qi] now 


sells actively around &1 to &3, Union Provi- 
dent and United Petroleum around 91 to 94, 
the last named being quite inactive and 
closely held Before the General deal be- 
came public Union Oil sold at 98 to par 
and the others 102 to 103. The General is 
obligated to take minority Union Provident 
and United Petroleum stock at the same 
price paid the Stewarts. The latter are not 
selling their Union Oil, control of which ts 
owned by the other two corporations The 
General's own stock, sold only on the curb, 
sells 25 to 28, and its six per cent bonds at 
65 to 6&8. In July and soon after several 
large blocks given various companies for 
properties will be out of escrow and prob- 
ably on the market. 

The General companies have opened gen 
eral othces occupying the entire top floor of 
the Higgins building in Los Angeles. Presi- 
dent Barneson, also a director of the Union, 
has moved here from San Francisco. The 
General Pine Line has bought all the Santa 
Fe Railroad’s production, exchanging fuel 
residuum delivered at agreed points, one 
barrel and an eighth of tuel for one barrel 
of crude it is reported unofficially. The 
Santa Fe oil varies widely in gravity. Noth- 
ing has yet come of negotiations with the 
Southern Pacific so far as known. The pipe 
line to Mojave to deliver both Santa Fe 
fuel and commercial oil for Arizona, New 
Mexico and Southern Nevada will be fin- 
ished in July. 

UNION’S ANNUAL REPORT. 

The Union’s annual report shows, accord- 
ing to Price, Waterhouse & Company's 
audit, a net profit of $2,839,738.34 for 1912. 
In this is included only cash transactions, 
instead, as in previous years, including the 
increased value of holdings in subsidiary 
companies, which would have increased the 
amount by $1,123,625 from the enhanced 
value of Producers’ Transportation stock 
alone. The sales of fuel oil were increased 
31 per cent last year over 1911. Total sales 
of all products, 1909, $9,071,828.74; 1910, 
$10,813,072.12; 1911, $14,660,177.19; 1912, $17,- 
219,821.28, making 1912’s increase over 1909, 
89.9 per cent; over 1910, 59.3 per cent; over 
1911, 17.5 per cent. 

The Union has authorized the issue of 
$4,000,000 of 6 per cent gold notes maturing, 
$450,000 on May 1, 1914, and $400,000 on 
each succeeding May 1 and November 1! 
until November 1, 1918, and secured by the 
deposit of $1,500 in 5 per cent first mortgage 
Union bonds for each $1,000 of notes. Two 
millions are being issued now for the needed 
improvements this year. 

ASSOCIATED REPORT. 

The Associated, notwithstanding its pay- 
ment of the first dividend in nine years, 
amounting to $600,000, declares in its annual 
report that 1912 was not a satisfactory year 
owing to over-production, beéause of which 
the company cut down its development and 
reduced the payroll $100,000 a year. The 
new refinery on San Francisco Bay, capacity 
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line and engine distillates, will be running 
by the end of the year. The year’s net 
earnings were $3,992,128.16. 


PRICES AND SURPLUS. 

The Producers’ Agency returns’ for 
March show sales of 1,350,000 barrels and 
an average of 35 cents, one cent more than 
for the past year. 

The Union has just issued the first of a 
series of quarterly reports to stockholders, 
which shows the average monthly sales for 
January, February and March to have been 
$285,000 greater than for the same period in 
1912, a gain of 16 per cent. Seven new wells 
have been finished since January 1, with a 
daily aggregate production of 6,647 barrels, 
nearly all of high-grade refining oil, and 
eleven in proven territory are expected to 
The state- 
ment accompanies the April dividend, No. 
201, which brings the total of cash dividends 
to date up to $12,888,536.15. 


be finished within ninety days. 


The net production for March was 7,- 
564,056 barrels, daily average 244,001.80, as 
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against a daily average for February of 
242,899.61; shipments, 7,355,924 barrels, daily 
average 237,287.62, with losses added, 239,- 
873.66, a gain over February of 8,550.85; 
average daily surplus for March, 4,127.90; 
for February, 9,713, a decline of 4,585.10 
barrels. April returns are not in, but it is 
known that the Standard drew on stocks to 
amount of about 500,000 barrels. 


BUICK IS LEASED. 


The Buick Oil Company, 
controlled by its president, D. D. Buick, the 


founded and 


automobile manufacturer, has leased its 
property at Midway to the General Pe- 
troleum on one-sixth royalty for twenty 


years. The company was financed by sell- 
ing stock in every state in the Union, Can- 
ada and even Europe. 

It bought two immense flowing wells, 
paid two sensational dividends aggregating 
$250,000, then its wells were spoiled by wa- 
ter and the loss of pipe in the holes. Efforts 


to repair them have been a failure so far. 


Cleveland, O 


Two smaller wells are producing now an 
another is under construction, but the lease 
was made, it is stated, to avoid additiona! 
expense and involving the stockholders in 
debt. Few companies are more widely 
known. Its promotion has resulted also in 
a mass of litigation. 


OIL FOR PANAMA. 


The Union Oil Company has tenewed it; 
contract to furnish oil fuel for the Panama 
Canal and railroad until June 30, 1914, a: 
$1.10 a barrel delivered at the Isthmus 


The Southern Pacific has endeavored t 
compromise the government’s suit to re- 
cover 6,000 acres in the Elk Hills claimed t. 
be oil-bearing on the ground of fraud 
When Julius Kruttschnitt was on the stand 
in New York he offered to deed back the 
land if the charge of fraud was withdrawn 
Willis N. Mills, special assistant to the at- 
torney general, offered to accept the deed 
but declined to withdraw the charge, saying 
that he considered it absolutely proven. 


Bradford, Pa., District Shows Much Activity 


E What With Bear Cubs, Forest Fires, a New Refinery and a 
3 Gasoline-from-Gas Plant, Operators Have No Time to Sleep 


(By Special Correspondent) 
BRADFORD, PA., May 7—The B. B. 
Stroud Company with headquarters in Brad- 
dock, Pa., is 


1,000 


installing a gas compressor sta- 
Coleville. it 
to gather up 
the 


In order 


tion of horse power at 


purpose of the 


from low 


company 


the gas pressure wells with 


idea of extracting gasoline from it 


to secure the from the farmers and pro- 


gas 
ducers, it is the intention of the company to 


furnish compressed air for operating the wells 


leaving the gas, which is now used for fuel, 


available for use at the new plant. 


The plant is very large and will cost over 


$100,000 to complete. The main building is 


+ 


| 
to be 


of steel 


120x60 feet in dimensions and will be 


frame and covered with galvanized 


iron. The machine shop will be 20x60 feet 
will have a 
The 


will also maintain a private water system with 


and the electric lighting plant 


capacity of about i80 lights. company 
a 1,000 barrel reservoir. 
Bradford, but 


there is littke doubt but what the new industry 


Coleville is nine miles from 


will mean much to this community as it will 


give a revenue to the oil producers which 
2 has formerly been wasted or used in un- 
- known quantities. At present there are 50 


men at work at the station. Seventeen miles 
of pipe of various dimensions have been furn- 


The 


furnishing the 


ished by the Oil Well Supply Company. 
Bradford Supply Company is 
fittings; the Dresser coupl'7gs are being used 
sovaird & Seyfang Manufacturing Com- 
The pipe 


and 
pany of this city furnish the tanks. 
is now being placed for the pipe lines which 
are to be a necessary adjunct. 

The new plant is expected to be completed 
B. Stroud 
is manager of the company and has charge 
He will re- 


and in operatién by August 1. B. 


of the erection of the big plant 
side on Jackson avenue, this city. 


C. D. Henline, of Congress street, this city, 
an oil operator, tells an interesting story of 
an experience which he had a few days ago 
with a small cub, small or otherwise. He was 
out on his lease between Kushequa and Mt. 
Alton, little 
bears ambling along. The mother was in the 


Pa., and on the road saw two 


swamp nearby. One of the cubs broke for 
the mother but the other continued on down 
Mr. Henline decided to capture the 
fell 
Henline felt a tearing sensation 


the road. 


baby alive, upon it and squeezed it to 
his bosom. 
in the region of his upper arm and hastily let 


When Mr. Hen- 


line fell upon the animal it turned its head 


go of the bear which ran off. 


and without even a grunt tried to sink its 


teeth into his arm. It succeeded in scraping 
the arm with its tusks in a manner that left 
Mr. Henline had the 


Hereafter he 


an ugly looking wound. 


wound cauterized. will use 


chloroform or a club when he wants to make 
daylight captures of McKean 


county baby 


bruins. 
The oil the Bradford 
have been having their annual 


field 


visitation of 


producers of 
dangerous forest fires. So far no consider- 
able damage has resulted. In some instances 
it was found that the drillers and contractors 
were using wood for fuel and the sparks had 
started the Hollow near 
Gillmor, Pa., a fire started from sparks from 


flames. In Mason 


a drilling rig and it required 25 men to keep 
the fire from spreading to valuable oil prop- 
erty. On account of the high price of oil, 
an extraordinary effort is being made to keep 
the fires in check. The Buffalo, 
& Pittsburgh railroad men stationed at 
points along its line in the oil and gas belt, 
to watch out for forest 


Rochester 
has 


fires.. 

The Minard Run Oil Company is engaged 
in installing a gasoline plant at Allen Pa. 
The main building which is 40x20 feet in di- 


mensions, has been completed and a 50 hors: 
power engine and gas compressor are alread) 
in place. When completed the new plant wili 
have a capactity of from 30,000 to 35,000 feet 
of gas a day. 

Good progress is being made in the con 
struction of the new independent refinery at 
Kldred, Pa. All the material for the stills and 
boilers is on the ground and a number o? 
The 


also have seven car loads of 3-inch pipe o1 


men and teams are at work grading. 
hand and more in transit. At Knapps Creek 
the company has two car loads of 2-inch pip: 
and there are two cars of 2-inch pipe at Flat 
Iron on the line of the W. N. Y. & P. Traction 
Company. Superintendent 
charge of the construction work, announced 
that the actual work of laying the lines to the 
This 
new refinery will mean much to the producers 
in the 


Taylor who is in 


oil fields, would be commenced soon. 
sradford field and particularly about 
Eldred as they will pay a premium of 20 
cents a barrel. The proposed pipe lines pene 
trate the cream of the McKean county fields 
running direct to Duke Centre; from there 
to Oil Valley, thence to Knapps Creek, branch 
ing off to Duke Centre and Rixford, Pa., and 
thence to the Coleville district. The capacit) 
will be 500 barrels per day to start with. 

William Posser of Cuba, N. Y., has leased 
a large tract of land near Vandalia and is 
drilling well No. 1. It will be drilled to th 
Chipmonk sand. 

The Bradford Deep Well Company’s wel 
at Derrick City has been shut down for a 
For 
a distance of 104 feet, there was considerabk 
caving and the hole was bridged and filled 
with cement. The drilling is to be resumed 
within a few days. The hole is now over 
5300 feet in depth. 


few days while a cementing job is done. 


(Continued on page 16, column 3) 
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New York S. O. “Forces Shrewd Deal” From Parent 


Herbert Pratt Tells Thrilling Tale of How They 
Are Now “Independent” in Their Crude Supply 


The tale of the Saddle River Oil Co. is 
the tale of how the Standard Oil Co. of 
New York drove a “shrewd” bargain that 
eave it direct connection with a common 
carrier pipe line, thus making it “abso- 
jlutely independent” of the Standard of New 
Jersey for its crude supply, and primarily 
is a tale of how the Standard of New Jer- 
sey, despite its loud declarations before the 
courts, has served the Standard of New 
Jersey as a carrier of crude oil for hire. 

The Saddle River Oil Co. is quite a puny 
thing compared with the rest of the ex- 
Standard companies as it has only a couple 
hundred thousand capital stock and is a 
very short line, running across the north- 
ern end of New Jersey to the North River 
at New York, and is not to be compared in 
physical importance to the thousands of 
miles of lines stretching out to the Mid- 
Continent field, but it is highly important 
to all the Standard crowd as a _ possible 
means of keeping them out of serious 
trouble. 

Testimony in the Interstate Commerce 
Commission's pipe line investigation 
showed that when it appeared that Con- 
eress intended to make all pipe lines com- 
mon carriers in fact, the Standard of New 
lersey bought all the pipe lines running 
across the state of New Jersey from the 
Pennsylvania and New York state lines, 
on which state lines new pumping stations 
and tanks were located in which last the 
crude was “delivered” to the Standard Oil 
of New Jersey which company, after these 
“purchases” then pumped the oil to their 
refineries on the seaboard through their 
“private” lines which they termed “mere 
plant facilties.” 3y thus cutting off the 
common carrier lines at the New Jersey 
line the Standard, it is charged, sought to 
bar forever the opportunity for any really 
independent shipments to the seaboard. By 
this action, it is charged, the Standard ad- 
mitted the possibility of the common car- 
rier lines being so regulated that had they 
ended at any market center, they would 
be used by the general public. 

Officials of the Standard of New Jersey 
it the Commission’s investigation swore 
that company carried only its own oil for 
its own use across the state of New Jersey. 
This hearing was in January, 1912. At that 
time and for years past the Standard of 
New Jersey had been carrying oil through 
its owneline from Unionville, N. Y., the 
‘delivery point” of the New York Transit 
o., a common carrier, on the New York- 
New Jersey state lines to Edgewater, where 
the Standard of New York has a refinery, 
ior six cents a barrel. Whether this line 
and its use was overlooked at the time of 
the hearings is not known but in Septem- 
ber of last year the Saddle River Oil Co. 
was incorporated to deal in crude petro- 
leum, but where or how, or who owned it, 
was not announced. From this point on 
the story of Saddle River and its own little 
oil company is best told by Herbert L. 


Pratt, vice president of the Standard of 
New York, when on the witness stand late 
in September of last year in the memor- 
able falling out between H. Clay Pierce and 
his old Standard associates. The new com- 
pany was unearthed by S. W. Fordyce, Jr., 
of St. Louis, and W. H. Gray, of Houston, 
Tex., attorneys for Pierce, when on their 
wondrously successful fishing expedition 
taking testimony in the Pierce-Standard Oil 
case. 

Mr. Pratt testified that the Standard Oil 
of New York had for years bought its Mid- 
Continent oil in the West and had the 
Standard Oil of New Jersey carry it from 
Unionville to Edgewater on the North 
River at 6 cents a barrel. Not long prior 
to the Pierce-Standard Oil hearing, in order 
to make the dissolution of the Standard Oil 
trust “complete” and at the same time in- 
sure the Standard Oil of New York its 
crude supply, H. C. Folger, Jr., president 
of the Standard Oil of New York sug- 
gested to his board of directors that the 
company buy the line from Unionville. At 
the board’s request, Mr. Pratt took it up 
with James A. Moffett of the Standard Oil 
of New Jersey—both have offices at 26 
Broadway—and arranged to buy it, but 
later, Mr. Pratt testified, they found that 
owing to the manner in which the Stand- 
ard Oil of New Jersey had secured the 
rights of way, just how he didn’t state, 
the New Jersey corporation couldn't sell. 
Then they discussed leasing the line, buy- 
ing that part—which he didn’t state—the 
sale of which the right of way agreements 
didn’t interfere with. The lease discussed 
and finally made was for fifteen years, the 
length of time the right of way agreements 
run. The lease is only oral, according to 
Mr. Pratt, and the compensation for the 
lease, including the cost of operating the 
line to the New York company cut its 
previous transportation charge to 3 cents a 
barrel, from 6 cents. 

Under the cross examination by his own 
lawyers, Mr. Pratt told how the leasing of 
this short stretch of line “opened up” to 
the New York company all the fields in 
the country, save California, which had 
heretofore been closed to it. This Mr. 
Pratt considered a great advantage to his 
own company, or, in the language of Mr. 
Pratt, 

“Why, you are absolutely independent, 
provided you have a pipe to take it from 
Unionville away to any place.” 

Upon further examination by Mr. [or- 
dyce, Pierce’s attorney, Mr. Pratt was un- 
able to give any reason why Mr. Moffett 
would, if he were absolutely independent, 
give up half the revenue that his company 
had been getting from carrying that crude. 
Mr. Pratt after further thought said he sup- 
posed Mr. Moffett was as anxious as he 
to make the dissolution complete, and on 
further prodding said that he had intimated 
to Mr. Moffett that if he didn’t come to his 
terms the line might be idle. Then Mr. 


Pratt wasn’t sure whether he had made 
that threat or not, but finally decided he 
had said that the line might be idle, not 
that he had had any thought of building 
another or getting his crude elsewhere. 
On Mr. Fordyce’s pressing him further on 
where he would have gotten his crude, Mr. 
Pratt replied: 


“He (Moffett) did not ask me and I 
did not volunteer any information, except 
that was a good, clever way of trying to 
bargain, wasn’t it, to get a good lease?” 

Mr. Pratt finally “presumed” that he 
“spoke softly but carried a big stick.” 

Mr. Pratt also testified that his company 
was getting Pennsylvania crude from the 
line that ended at Bayway, hence purchas- 
ing it from the Standard Oil of New Jer- 
sey and bringing it up to New York by 
boat, but he said this was going to be dis- 
continued as that crude had been taken 
only because of a large increase in pro- 
duction on the southern system of lines, 
evidently referring to West Virginia. Mr. 
Pratt said they could buy the Pennsylvania 
oil cheaper that way than by way of the 
northern system of lines, this last prob- 
ably due to the pipe line rate by the north- 
ern lines being higher for some unknown 
reason. In the future, Mr. Pratt said all 
their oil would come through the Saddle 
River line by which it might also be in- 
ferred that the New York plans of the 
Standard Oil of New York were being run 
solely on Ohio, Illinois or Mid-Continent 
crude. 


JOY FOR CADDO FIELD 
IN RATE DECREASE 


Oil men interested in the Caddo field are 
rejoicing over the recent decision of the 
Louisiana Railroad Commission placing 
Shreveport, La., on a par with Beaumont, 
Texas, in the matter of freight rates on 
petroleum and its products to New Orleans. 
Previous to the decision of the commission, 
petroleum and its products could be shipped 
from Beaumont to New Orleans for 12 cents 
per 100 pounds, while it cost shippers from 
Shreveport and nearby points in the Caddo 
field 16 cents per hundred. The 12-cent rate 
now applies from both points. Oil men on 
the ground say the decision will mean a saving 
of $20,000 per year to the oil shippers of 
Caddo. 


The office, warehouse and grease plant of 
the Uncle Sam Oil Company at Kansas City, 
Kansas, were totally destroyed by fire thought 
to be of incendiary origin early in April. The 
fire broke out in two separate spots, four 
hundred feet apart, while the watchman was 
eating his lunch in the office. The gasoline 
and oil facilities of the plant were unharmed. 

The burned building will be rebuilt at once 
and will be made as nearly fireproof as 
possible. 


an 

Case 

ona! 

in 

Oo in 

lorse | 
‘ead\ 
will 
feet 
con 
'y at 
r 
4 
| 
i 
& 


16 


NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS. 


Reports of Waste From Cushing 
Bring Threat to Cancel Leases 


Secretary Lane, of the Department of the 
Interior, has received a report from_ the 
Bureau of Mines with respect to the waste of 
natural gas on Indian leased lands in Okla 
homa. The engineer of the bureau who has 
been making the investigation has submitted 
a preliminary report in which he states that 
“in the Cushing field, a very conservative esti- 
mate of gas wasted would place the amount 
far in excess of one hundred million feet 
daily.” This means a loss in this one field of 
upwards of $20,000 daily. He reports a daily 
waste occurring on other leases and_ cites 
one case where a well has been blowing for 


six days without anyone being on the property 


The existing regulations provide for a nom 
inal tine of $10 for each day a well is per 
mitted to go uncontrolled after a lapse of tive 
days, and a tailure on the part of the oper 
itor to prevent the waste of gas will subject 
the lease to cancellation 

The tine is wholly inadequate, and it is in 
tended to change the regulations at an early 
date in order to provide for a suitable penalty. 
\t the present time three courses of action 
are open to the department. It may cancel 
the lease, it may collect the penalty of $10 per 
day, or both, or it may sue upon the lease 
for breach of the covenant against waste 

Secretary Lane has sent the following tele 


gram to the superintendent of the Union 


\gency at Muskogee, Okla 

“Bureau of Mines has made preliminary re 
port. on waste of gas, especially Cushing 
field. Advise all operators that continued 


waste will not be permitted, and if not stopped 


at once steps will be taken for cancellation « 


leases or for such other remedy as may | 


deemed proper. Keep department posted.” 


TEACH 8S. O. METHODS 
TO COLLEGE MEN 


Standard Oil Company of New 
York Has Private School at 
26 Broadway 


The Standard Oil Co. of New York has 
started keeping school. In two rooms, Nos 
305 and 306 of the fifteen-story building at 
26 Broadway which houses the headquar- 
ters of the Standard Oil Co., are held daily 
the sessions of the Standard’s own private 
training school, where young college gradu- 
ates are taught advanced business methods, 
according to the Standard Oil Co. lights. 
and trained to be sent out into the Far [ast 
to sell Standard oil to the heathen 

The first class, under the tutoring of 
James A. Moffett, Jr., finished its course 


last September. Within the thirty days 


of vours, 


scription blank below. 


\Ve thank you. 


Mr. Producer:— 


Show this special producing section to a friend 


It will be a favor to us, for we want as many 
pr ulucers as possible to know of our special etforts 


to give them just the news they want. 


This section will easily go in your pocket, which 
will permit you to carry it around until vou have 
read it, then, if you would, please show it to a 


friend and give us a boost. 


The National Petroleum News 


The National Petroleum News, 


Rose Bldg., Cleveland, ©. 


Send me the paper for a vear and enclosed is 
$2.00 ($2.50 Canada). 


Ask him to use the sub- 


Cleveland, 


following the close of the course, seventeen 
of the twenty-five men who formed the first 
class were on their way to the stations in 
the Far East where their work for Standard 
Oil was to begin. One man resigned of his 
own accord, the other seven were given a 
month’s wages and dismissed. No reasons 
were given. However, one of the seven 
was a Socialist, and it was thought this 
was responsible for his departure. If any 
of the other six were told why they were 
not retained they kept the reason to them- 
selves. 

During this course of study under the 
Standard Oil instructors, each of the class 
is paid a salary of $75 per month. If at 
the end of his period of instruction he 1s 
considered worth while retaining, and is 
sent into the Far Kast, he is paid $2,000 per 
year. They sign no contract to stay in the 
East, but if they remain there three years 
the company will bring them home, pay 
them full salary through a three months’ 
furlough, and then transport them back to 
their station. 

To yield first-class lieutenants acceptable 
to the heads of the company and_thor- 
oughly trained in Standard Oil methods 
was the reason for the establishment of the 
school. The course of instruction covered 
such different subjects as oil manufacture, 
lar astern conditions, cans, exporting, in 
tricacies of commerce with Borneo, charter 
ot vessels, salvaging wrecked boats, the 
manufacture and use of petroleum by-prod- 
ucts and precautions against fire in oil stor- 
age, together with visits to Standard Oil 
stations and plants in the vicinity of New 
York. 

(Continued trom page 14, column 3) 

Wilham Kinley of Olean is installing a 
gasoline plant on the Alexander lease in Oil 
Valley with Emery gasoline compressors. 

The Bradford Lumber Company's well No 
1 on the tannery lot in Allegany village has 
heen completed and when torpedoed, started 
off with from 10 to 15 barrels a day. This 


will mean much to the Allegany. About 20 
feet of good sand was found at a depth of 
1,000 feet. A number of Bradford people 


were on the ground at the time and great in 
terest was manifested in the completion of 
the well. 

Residents of High street extension  out- 
side of Bradford were given a severe fright 
recently. A loaded glycerin wagon was ap- 
proaching the city when the shell rack gave 
way and allowed the shells to fall to the 
ground. The noise and rattle of the — tin 
shells frightened the team which made a bolt 
for freedom. Luckily the horses were soon 
brought under control by Shooter Herbert 
Gibbons. The wagon contained over 100 
quarts of the high explosive. 

The monthly oil report for the Bradford 
held shows an increase in every branch of 
the industry. Now that the roads are dry, 
there is expected to be much more activity, 
especially in the rural districts. 


Charles Goodwell, president of the Enid 
Independent Oil company, Enid, Okla., died 
at his home in Enid April 6, as the result 
of injuries received ten days before, when 
a barrel of oil feil upon him from a wagon 
which he was helping unload. 
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Well of the Future Will Average Small 


Geologist’s Figures Predict Startling Probabilities—Much Drill- 
ing Will Be Required to Keep the Brakes on the Decline 


By W. M. Dunham, 
Geologist and Oil Statistician. 


Higher prices for the crude product has 
stimulated the drill until in May a new high 
record was established for the number of 
new wells completed in the light oil pro- 
ducing districts during any one month in 
the history of the industry. A well was 
completed on an average of every twenty 
minutes throughout the day and night, or 
2078 completions. Compared with May a 
year ago, this is an increase of 770 wells. 
This can be regarded only as a frightful 
sacrifice of oil territory in a fruitless effort 
to maintain the high record-breaking pro- 
duction of the past few years; 10,390 acres 
were drilled over during May that can 
never be drilled again with the expectation 
of developing oil or gas in paying quanti- 
ties. The question naturally arises, how long 
can this record be maintained until the last 
location is drilled? This is not a jest, but 
deserves serious consideration. There is a 
limit. 

A study of drilling operations and pro- 
duction figures during the past few years in 
the light oil producing districts of the 
United States should convince any one fa- 
miliar with the history of the oil industry 
that the year 1912 marks the passing of the 
big gusher oil wells with its attendant low 
prices, to make way for the millionaire 
maker, “the small well and higher prices.” 
Oil wells of the gusher type are the oil 
producers’ “hoodoo,” as they invariably 
lower prices, demoralize market conditions 
generally, and only in rare instances have 
they proved money makers for the owners. 
The oil producers dream of a big produc- 
tion and high prices for the product has 
never been realized. The records give am- 
ple evidence that the search for petroleum 
during the past seven years has been world- 
wide, and in no instance at home or abroad 
has a new field been added to the already 
proven and recognized oil producing area. 
On the contrary, the oil fields in this and 
foreign countries show a steady decline in 
output which the drill has failed to stay. 
History repeats itself in the development of 
every oil field or pool. After a certain stage 
of development has been reached the pro- 
ducer finds it necessary to keep the drill 
active if he wishes to maintain his produc- 
tion, and in few instances only is he suc- 


cessful. The oil producer is today facing 
such a condition in the various oil fields 
throughout the world. This fact gives most 
positive assurance of higher prices for the 
crude product in the very near future. 
HIGH RECORDS COMMON. 

A peculiar feature of the oil business in 
America is its tendency to establish new 
high records. No sooner is the trade star- 
tled by figures that represent an increase in 
a particular branch of the industry when 
figures of a greater magnitude appear. The 
increase in the production of 6,900,264 bar- 
rels in 1886 alarmed the trade. This in- 
crease was dwarfed in 1890 by an increase 
of 10,660,059 barrels. In 1902 this amount 
was nearly doubled, reaching the enormous 
total of 19,317,722 barrels. These figures 
represent increases during a single year; 
tremendous as they are in amount, they 
were completely overshadowed by the in- 
crease in 1907 of 39,601,349 barrels, and of 
26,385,174 barrels in 1910. A careful can- 
vas of the oil situation in the United States 


First 5 M’ths, 1912 


District Tot. Complet'ns 
150 

District Last 5 M’ths, 1912 

Tot. Complet'ns 
216 
185 
Total last five months, 1912.... 7,904 
Total first five months, 1912... 4,758 

First 5 Mths, 1913 

District Tot. Complet’ns 
Total first five months, 1913.. 8,117 
Total last five months, 1912... 7,904 
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points conclusively that the production of 
petroleum has reached its highest point, 
and the pendulum is now swinging the 
other way. It need occasion no surprise if 
figures fully as large as quoted above should 
appear on the other side of the ledger from 
time to time, as the lean years have in- 
variably followed the fat years in every 
commodity throughout history. 


The higher mathematics must be em- 
ployed in dealing with figures that tell the 
story of the increase in the consumption of 
petroleum in the United States. There ex- 
ists a wide gulf between the production of 
petroleum and its consumption. It is con- 
ceded that there is a limit to the deposits 
of crude oil in Mother Earth, which, when 
withdrawn, is not replaced like water, hence 
there will come a time when the supply 
will be exhausted. The fact that new uses 
are being found for the various products of 
petroleum, together with the tremendous in- 
dustrial development not alone in this coun- 
try, but throughout the world, calls for 


New 
Oil Production 
Dry Gas Wells Barrels 
197 202 1,123 66,827 
31 78 28 720 
21 3 126 2,462 
10 1 14 300 
16 0 49 969 
39 61 S6 1,173 
59 166 1,548 65,624 
27 7 102 11,887 
20 12 66 48,082 
801 530 3,427 216,318 
New 
Oil Production 
Dry Gas Wells Barrels 
429 336 1,821 32,230 
86 222 37 1,923 
33 6 265 3,364 
8 8 32 669 
121 7 517 29,772 
40 1 51 610 
114 166 327 4,611 
404 181 2,291 129,948 
59 10 147 13,111 
3 30 121 28,740 
1,328 967 5,609 244,978 
801 530 3,427 216,318 
§27 437 2,182 28,660 
New 
Oil Production 
Dry Gas Wells Barrels 
466 340 1,965 23,863 
73 79 41 645 
35 1 229 3,330 
8 0 47 1,446 
95 10 488 17,438 
28 4 49 1,177 
74 134 328 6,336 
344 172 2,583 113,191 
91 8 218 17,240 
27 29 138 73,990 
1,241 777 6,086 258,656 
1,328 967 5,609 244,978 
87 190 477 13,678 
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more and more, and while the tigures that 
represent the consumption of petroleum in 
the United States have become so large that 
they are but little understood by the aver- 
age intellect, any decline in the future will 
be due to shortage in supply 

Beginning with the year 1860 the con- 
sumption was 499,960 barrels, and in 1861 
it was 2,103,307 barrels. It requires the 
next 15 years to double, and only eight 
years to double again. In 1888 we find con- 
sumption has again doubled, reaching 17,- 
717,851 barrels, and in four years more con- 
sumption doubled again. The figures had 
by this time reached such gigantic propor- 
tions as to tax the next eleven years to 
double the record of 1892 At the end of 
the next seven years the doubling process 
occurred again, bringing the domestic con- 
sumption up to 168,937,158 barrels, and the 
increased requirements of trade during 1911 
increased the figures to 177,820,701 barzels 
and in 1912 to 189,618,697 barrels. 


HIGHER PRICES COMING. 


\s stated before, the industry is undoubt- 
edly entering the small well period with 
higher prices. This means that a monthly 
increase in the number of new wells com- 
pleted can reasonably be expected. To 
what figure the oil producer will eventually 
bring the monthly drilling record is highly 
problematical. The record for May of 2,078 
completions can better be understood and 
appreciated when it is stated that the fig- 
ures are 761 greater in number than the to- 
tal completions during any one year in the 
United States to 1875, a period of 16 years. 

In the following exhibit will be found the 
total number of new wells completed in the 
light oil producing districts, by districts as 
enumerated, during the first tive months of 
1912, the last five months of 1912, and the 
first tive months of 1913, for comparison, 
together with the number of wells that were 
unproductive of oil or gas, the total number 
of gas wells, and the total number that 
were profitable oil wells, and the initial pro- 
duction: 

The increase in the market quotation paid 
per barrel for crude oil practically began in 
January, 1912; an incentive to increase drill- 
ing Operations and enlarge the output. A 
study of the table covering the two periods 
in 1912 reveals the fact that the increased 
prices did stimulate the drill, but failed ut- 
terly in securing a corresponding increase 
in production. While the table shows an 
increase in initial production in one district, 
a corresponding loss is noted in another. 
With the completion of 3,146 more new 
wells during the last five months of last 
year compared with the first five months, 
the new production was increased 28,660 
barrels only, a daily average increase of 187 
barrels. The month of May with its 77,230 
barrels new production, a large part of 
which is due to the striking of a 15,000 bar- 
rel well in the Caddo field, saved the first 
five months of 1913 from showing a loss as 
compared with the five previous months. 
As it stands, however, it is practically a 
standoff, with the completion of 213 more 
new wells. 


BLUE CREEK SHOWS LOSS. 


The new production of the Pennsylvania 
grade shows the greatest loss, due to the 
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rapid decline of the Blue Creek pool in 
West Virginia. With the completion of 964 
more wells during the last five months of 
1912 compared with the first five months, 
the loss in new production amounted to 
over one-half, or 34,597 barrels. A further 
loss of 8,367 barrels in new production 1s 
noted during the first five months of the 
current year, as against the five previous 
months, with the completion of 190 addi- 
tional wells. 

Illinois, with its rich Bridgeport, Tracy, 
Kirkwood and McCloskey sands in Law- 
rence county, reached 18,274 barrels in new 
production, with the drilling of 366 wells 
during the first five months of 1912. Dur- 
ing the last five months of 1912 the new 
production was increased 11,498 barrels 
with the completion of 279 more wells as 
compared with the first five months. This 
increase was temporary only, as a loss oc- 
curred during the first five months of 1913 
both in the number of wells completed and 
in new production. The loss in new pro- 
duction aggregated 12,334 barrels, and in 
completions 52. 

Oklahoma completed 6,058 new wells in 
1912; an increase of 1,971 as compared with 
1911. Trade journals estimate Oklahoma's 
loss in total production last year as exceed- 
ing 3,000,000 barrels. Reference to the ta- 
ble shows that Oklahoma completed a total 
of 1,973 wells during the first five months 
of 1912, and is credited with a new produc- 


Cleveland, O. 


tion of 65,624 barrels; 903 more wells were 
completed in Oklahoma during the last five 
months of 1912 as against the first five 
months, and the new production was _ in- 
creased 64,324 barrels. That the industry is 
entering the small well era is supported by 
the Oklahoma figures of completions and 
new production during the first five months 
of this year; 223 more wells were completed 
in Oklahoma during the first tive months 
of the current year as compared with the 
five previous.months, and the loss in new 
production is given as aggregating 16,757 
barrels. 

The present relation of the figures of pro 
duction with those of consumption of oil 
plainly suggest that economy in the use of 
this constantly more needed article of com 
merce is the great problem of the age. Its 
multiplicity of uses has far more than kept 
pace with its multiplicity of production fig 
ures, until its preciousness is the leading 
fact to be noted of it. While the table 
shows an increase in initial production in 
one district, a corresponding loss is noted 
in another. As stated in the beginning of 
this article, whatever has been accomplished 
in the way of maintaining production has 
been attained only at the sacrifice of an 
enormous area, the consideration of which 
merits grave concern for the reason there is 
a limit. It is only a question of time when 
it will be reached—and then back to the 
pine torch and the tallow dip. 


Famine ts Near in Light 
Crude, Says Geologist 


By W. M. Dunham 
Geologist and Oil Statistician. 
(Continued from May.) 

(In the May number Mr. Dunham gave a 
brief review of the production and con- 
sumption of oil in this country, showing the 
present lack of production, amounting to a 
famine, in the face of the enormously in- 
creasing consumption. In this month’s ar- 
ticle Mr. Dunham continues his detailed 
statements by ten-year periods, giving briefly 
and yet in authoritative detail the proof 
of his statement that a real famine in oil is 
at hand and that the bulk of the oil trade 
has been fooling itself by thinking only of 
the millions of barrels of oil produced with- 
out thinking of the millions CONSUMED, 
and without seeing that the consumption 
has more than kept pace with production 
and is now exceeding it.—Ed.) ; 

THE NEXT TEN YEARS, 1889 TO 
1899, SEES PRODUCTION DOUBLING 
AGAIN, WHILE HOME CONSUMP- 
TION KEEPS STEP WITH THIS OR- 
DERLY PROGRESSION. 


In the aggregate production doubled 
again from 1889 to 1898, inclusive, ten years, 
it required the completion of 117,877 addi- 
tional wells and twelve years for it to dou- 
ble by yearly and daily average. In 1889 
the total production was 35,163,513 barrels, 
a daily average of 96,330 barrels; twelve 
years later, in 1901, it was 69,389,194 barrels, 
a daily average of 190,107 barrels. 


Of the total production in 1901, 9,027,082 
barrels were added to the stock of crude 
above ground, increasing the total from 18,- 
153,644 barrels in 1900 to 27,180,736 barrels 
at the close of 1901. The total exports 
amounted to 25,692,250 barrels, domestic 
consumption during the year absorbed the 
balance of 34,669,862 barrels, a daily average 
consumption of 94,988 barrels, an increase 
in the home consumption during 1901 as 
against 1889—12 years—of 10,768,423 bar- 
rels, an increase in the daily average con- 
sumption of 29,503 barrels. 

During the ten years from 1889 to 1898, 
inclusive, the production of petroleum in 
this country aggregated 513,262,365 barrels, 
a daily average output of 140,619 barrels. 
This is an increase in total output of 255,- 
563,756 barrels, compared with the preced- 
ing ten years, and in daily average inercuse 
70,017 barrels. 

The new wells completed during this 
period numbered 80,511; of this number 65,- 
396 were oil wells and 15,115 were unpro- 
ductive of oil. Compared with the previous 
ten years this is a gain of 50,426 drilled 
wells, 38,394 oil producers and 12,052 un- 
productive of oil. 


A total of 192,168,398 barrels was sent to 
foreign countries, a gain in exports com- 
pared with the ten previous years of 68,388,- 
323 barrels. Trade requirements exceeded 
the amount produced during this period by 
1,692,543 barrels; drafts were made on the 
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stocks to meet this deticiency. 
indicate that the home 


This would 
consumption 


amounted to 322,786,510 barrels, a daily aver- 


age consumption of 88,434 barrels, a gain 
compared with the ten preceding years of 
212,067,864 barrels and an increased daily 
average home consumption of 55,525 bar- 
rels. 

The total value of this ten-year yield 
amounted to $384,548,840, within a= small 
fraction of an average price per barrel at 
the well of 75 cents. 

The natural gas production during this 
period was valued at $153,703,669, and the 
combined value of the two products at the 
well aggregated $538,252,509. 

The gymnastic stunts performed by pro- 
duction and home consumption in doubling 
is a continuous performance. During this 
period an additional hundred thousand bar- 
rels have been added by way of diversion. 

Undoubtedly the most important factor 
in contributing to the strength and expan- 
sion of the markets for petroleum that will 
be noted during the next few years have 
been internal conbustion engines, especially 
the automobile, the motor boat and their 
related types as used both for business and 
pleasure on land and water. Not only have 
they drawn heavily on the lighter products 
of petroleum for their combustion fuel, but 
they have largely increased the demand for 
lubricating oils. In fact, the impetus given 
to the petroleum industry both in the re- 
fining and distributing branches—by the 
general use of internal combustion engines 
—in this country, and abroad as well, find 
no parallel in the annals of oil progress. 
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This ten-year period, 1889-1908, inclusive, 
completes the statistical production and 
home consumption record covering the first 
fifty years since the completion of the first 
drilled oil well in America. At the close of 
1899, which marks the forty-first year of 
the industry, the average price of oil per 
barrel at the well throughout all the years 
was a very small fraction in excess of one 
dollar. The total quantity produced 
amounted to 939,982,676 barrels, valued at 
$948,950,361. 

The production figures for this ten-year 
period is a record breaker, aggregating a 
total of 1,102,223,992 barrels, a daily average 
production of 301,979 barrels. Compared 
with the last ten years, this is an increase 
in production of 588,961,627 barrels, and a 
daily average increase of 161,360 barrels 

More than double were the new comple- 
tions during this ten-year period compared 
with the last ten years; 170,204 new wells 
were added, 136,71i were successful oil 
wells, while 33,493 were either gas wells or 
dry holes. An increase of 89,693 drilled 
wells, 71,315 oilers and 18,378 that were un- 
productive of otl. The largest number of 
wells completed during any one year in the 
history of the industry was in 1904, number- 
ing over 20,200. The increase compared 
with 1903 was only 1,896; the increase in 
production 16,619,623 barrels. The 
largest increase in new wells completed 
during any one year occurred in 1895, 5,513; 
the increase in production amounted to only 
3,542,760 barrels. 

There was sent abroad a total of 271,698,- 
967 barrels, an increase of 79,530,560 barrels 


There 
was added to the stocks of all grades of 
crude a total of 93,543,902 barrels, increas- 
ing the stocks of surplus oil from 26,722,- 
645 barrels to 120,266,547 barrels. 
sult points to a home consumption of 736,- 


compared with the last ten years. 


This re- 


981,123 barrels, a daily average consumption 
of 201,913 barrels, an increase in the total 
of 414,194,613 barrels, and in daily average 
113,479 barrels. 

The yield of petroleum during this period 
was valued at $899,610,412, an average price 
per barrel of $8.62. The natural gas produc- 
tion enriched the producer to the extent of 
$153,703,660. The combined value of the 
oil and gas production aggregated $1,053,- 
314,081. 


CONSUMPTION EXCEEDS PRODUC- 
TION. THE GULF BETWEEN THE 
TWO IS CONSTANTLY WIDENING. 


During each of the remaining four years 
the production of petroleum in this country 
established new high records, the enor- 
mous total of 835,177,513 barrels having 
been produced in 1,461 days (1912 leap 
year, one day more). . This tremendous yield 
can better be appreciated and understood 
when it is stated that in quantity it is great- 
er than the total amount produced in the 
United States during the first 39 years of 
the industry. 

During the four years ending with 1912 
there were a totai of 69,153 new wells com- 
pleted in the United States, of which num- 
ber 52,270 were oil wells, 5,948 were profit- 
able gas wells, and 10,935 failures. 


The total quantity exported amounted to 


power plant on your lease ? 


OIL ATTENTION! 


With the price of Crude Oil higher than it has been in over seventeen years, and with ‘‘ good times”’ 
the PRODUCER, don't you think that this is the proper time to commence figuring with us on the installation of a 


OUR TERMS ARE EASY—TIME OR CASH 
Consider, also, the Fuel Economy by the Use of the Emery Gas Driven Air Compressor 


THE EMERY MACHINE COMPANY send” 


BRADFORD, PA. 
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160,096,640 barrels. During the last three 
years tremendous drafts were made on the 
stocks of the light retinable crudes, while 
the stocks of the California grades were in- 
creased. The records show that at the end 
of 1912 the total shortage amounted to 
1,882,721 barrels. Home consumption dur- 
ing this four-year period aggregated 676,- 
969,594 barrels, a daily average consumption 
of 463,360 barrels 

The value of this four-year output 1s 
placed at $540,272,927, an average price per 
barrel of 645. cents. The natural gas pro- 
duction is valued at $286,090,633. The com- 
bined value of the two products, $826,363,- 
500 

The official figures giving the production 
of oil during the year 1912 have not at this 
date been issued by the U. S. Geological 
Survey at Washington, D. ¢ Trade publi- 
cations estimate the production during 1912 
as approximately 222,000,000 barrels, a daily 
average production of 606,557 barrels. The 
increase in production compared with 1911 
is slightly in excess of 1,500,000 barrels. The 
decline in the old tields east of the Rocky 
Mountain region reached 3,901,758 barrels, 
while the increase in the California produc- 
tion aggregated 3,467,174 barrels. Trade re- 
quirements of the high gravity crude in 
excess of the quantity produced amounted 
to 12,512,866 barrels, the Standard Oil Com- 
pany contributing 12,012,866 barrels, and 
500,000 barrels represented producers’ stor- 
age. California stocks were increased 7,- 
414.791 barrels, bringing the stocks of this 
grade of crude to 47,552,392 barrels, and the 
total stocks of all grades of crude above 
ground at the close of 1912 to 118,383,826 
barrels. The quantity sent abroad during 
1912. aggregated 44,844,760 barrels. The 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce 
reports importations of mineral oil during 
1912 to the amount of 7,375,382 barrels, val- 
ied at $6,033,231. Of this amount 6,955,643 
were of crude o1]l and 419,739 barrels of ben- 
zine and gasoline. The crude oil came 
largely from Mexico, and entered the fuel 
markets. The benzine and gasoline came 
trom Peru and the Dutch East Indies (Java, 
Sumatra and Borneo). According to this 
calculation the home consumption of pe- 
troleum during 1912 aggregated the enor- 
mous total of «189,618,697 barrels, a daily 
average consumption of 519,503 barrels. 
Compared with 1911 the total increase in 
home consumption is 6,815,902 barrels, and 
in daily average increase 18,673 barrels. 
STUPENDOUS PETROLEUM PRODUC- 

TION FIGURES. 


The world’s production of petroleum in 
1911 aggregated the enormous total of 345,- 
512,185 barrels, a monthly average of 28,- 
792,682 barrels, and a daily average of 946,- 
609 barrels. Of this amount the United 
States produced 64 per cent, or 220,449,391 
barrels, the thirteen foreign countries pro- 
duced the balance of 125,062,794 barrels. 
United States production in excess of for- 
eign output 95,386,597 barrels. These fig- 
ures have been compiled from the United 
States Geological Survey records, and 
should banish any fear of foreign competi- 
tion. 

Nearly every foreign oil producing coun- 
try is on the decline. Canada’s production 
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has declined from 779,876 barrels in 1907 to 
243,000 barrels in 1912. The Dominion gov- 
ernment pays the oil producer a bounty of 
521% cents a barrel (42 gallons) for every 
barrel of oil produced in that country and 
marketed. The Galician oil field in Austria- 
Hungary declined from a yield in 1909 of 
14,932,799 to 7,333,300 barrels in 1912. The 
Galician field is the largest foreign light oil 
producing country. Many of its oil wells 
are over 5,000 feet in depth, the deepest in 
the world. At the beginning of 1912 the 
visible supply of crude above ground ag- 
gregated 10,296,000 barrels \t the close 
of the year the total quantity of crude oil in 
stocks was only 6,120,000 barrels, the de- 
cline aggregating 4,176,000 barrels The 
Buku oil field in Russia declined from 38,- 
859,544 barrels in 1909 to 50,288,115 barrels 
in 1912. ] 


MORE BRAIN DIZZYING PRODUC- 
TION FIGURES. 


There was produced in this country dur- 
ing the five years ending with the year 1912 
the stupendous total of 1,013,704,954 barrels, 
of 42 gallons each. This is a yearly average 
of 202,740,954 barrels, a monthly average 
production of 16,845,081 barrels and a daily 
average of 555,151 barrels. The monthly 
average production in 1912 aggregated 18, 
500,000 barrels, and the daily average 606,- 
557 barrels. Of the seventeen states that 
produced the above amount, California's 
production was slightly in excess of 33 per 
cent, or 339,072,854 barrels; Oklahoma 
ranked second with a total production of 
253,547,443 barrels, or 25 per cent; Illinois 
was third with a yield of 153,704,513 barrels 
to its credit, which is 13 per cent of the 
total produttion. It can thus be seen that 
three oil producing states produced 71 per 
cent of the total oil production of this coun- 
try during the past five years. 

In 1900 the total production of the United 
States aggregated 63,620,529 barrels. In 
1911 it was 220,449,391 barrels, an increase 
during the eleven years of 156,828,391 bar- 
rels, a yearly average increase of 14,257,169 
barrels. The yearly average increase would 
have been much larger were it not for the 
heavy decrease in Texas during 1906, 
amounting to 15,568,292 barrels. There has 
been produced during the nine years ending 
with 1912 over 50,000,000 barrels more oil 
than was produced in all the preceding years 
of the industry. 

During the eight years ending with 1911 
the drill has developed the most prolific oil 
territory in the history of the industry. 
During the year 1904, 20,365 wells were 
completed in the United States, the largest 
number during any one year, and the pro- 
duction was 117,080,960 barrels. During the 
year 1911 the total completions numbered 
13,761, and the production 220,449,391 bar- 
rels. The difference is 6,604 less new wells 
drilled with an increased production of 103,- 
368,431 barrels. 

DRILLING OPERATIONS, 1912-13. 

In the districts east of the Rocky Moun- 
tains there was a total of 26,226 new wells 
completed in 1912, an increase of 3,517 com- 
pared with 1911; 2,736 were dry and 1,814 
were gas wells, an increase of 408 in the 
failures and 303 in gas producers. The total 
initial production was 628,298 barrels, as 


Cleveland, O 


against 663,477 in 1911, loss in new produc- 
tion 35,179 barrels. 

The effect of higher prices is noticeable 
in the field work in the same districts dur 
ing the first four months of the current year 
compared with the same period last year 
Last year the completions numbered 3,563, 
against 6,141 this year, a gain of 2,578 wells 
The gas wells numbered 320 and 526, in- 
crease 206, failures 607 and 1,015, gain 408 
The initial production amounted to 184,643 
barrels first four months last year, and 
237,319 barrels this year, increase 52,6076 bar 
rels. Another indication of the shrinkage in 
the yield of the new wells is the March 
April field report. The total number ot 
completions in March of the current year 
was 1,476, with an initial production of 70,- 
039 barrels, and in April, one day more, 
1,787 completions and 61,730 barrels new 
production. A gain in completions of 311 
wells, and a loss in production of 8,309 
barrels. 


FORM A LIGHT 
OIL COMBINE 


California Producers Organize to 
Fight S. O. in Cutting Prices 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

SAN FRANCISO, June 7.—Stirred |) 
the Standard’s recent cutting of prices on 
their recently expired contracts, producers ot 
the high grade renning oil in the San Joaquin 
valley, chiefly at Coalinga, have started a 
movement to organize an association to Ix 
affiliated with the Independent Producers 
Agency, but acting to some extent independ 
ently. 

The Agency's entrance into the field of top 
ping and disposing of the light properties sep 
arately from the fuel, may offer a solution of 
the light oil men’s problem. While “topping” 
is all that the Agency has yet planned, it is not 
out of the question for this to lead to a gin- 
eral refining business. 

Among the many questions being considered 
is a pipe line to San Francisco bay to connect, 
perhaps, with one of the independent refineries, 
such as the Union’s at Olean or the Assoc! 
ated’s establishment under construction at Port 
Costo, or perhaps a refinery or topping plant 
will be built. In any event the producers are 
strongly of the opinion that they will get a 
far better chance when their oil is brought to 
tidewater and the market, and sold, either in 
competition to the several refineries, or toppe:! 
by themselves and the light properties and 
residuum sold separately, than they have now 

Stanley W. Morshead, vice president of th 
Agency, and himself a light oil operator at 
Coalinga, has been pushing the matter along 
very quietly for some months past, and is jus! 
getting into tangible shape. 


In addition to building a refinery at Tulsa. 
Okla., J. S. Cosden and others have incor 
porated the Colonial Pipe Line Co. to handle 
the crude for the new refinery at Tulsa, which 
will be known as the Colonial Refining Co 
They have also taken an interest in a small 
refinery in the Cushing field of the Jane O01! 
Company. 
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LANDER WELL IS 
HALTED AT 1200 FEET 


Goes Crooked and is Abandoned. 
Mid-West is Enlarging 
its Refinery 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

LANDER, WYO., June 5.—The well 
which has been going down on the reser- 
vation, about nine miles from Lander, has 
had to be abandoned just as the drill was 
entering the oil sand. Ata depth of some- 
thing over 1,200 feet some very hard ob- 
stacle was encountered which started a 
crooked hole. All efforts to straighten it 
proved tutile, and the well finally had to be 
abandoned after some further distance was 
drilled, but during which short distance the 
oil sand was encountered and heavy gas 
struck. There are several small producing 
wells near this hole, which was put down 
on the oil dome. Another well will be 
drilled at once. 


It is not generally known that the Mid- 
west refinery at Casper turns out nothing 
but the light oils, such as gasoline and ben- 
zine, from the Salt Creek oils. The distil- 
late, or heavier oils, used as lubricants, is 
to a large extent sold to the Northwestern 
Railroad as a fuel oil. That road uses about 
2,000 barrels daily on locomotives in 
\yoming and Nebraska. When the plant 
is enlarged, which work is now going on, 
all classes of oil will be refined and by- 
products will be placed on the market. 


The Mid-west now has 54 wells down in 
the Salt Creek field, of which twenty-one 
only are being used at the present time, the 
refining capacity being so limited that the 
company is unable to use the oil from over 
one-half of the wells. The present refinery 
has a capacity of about 5,600 barrels every 
twenty-four hours. The new refinery of 
this company, now in course of construc- 
tion, will have a capacity of 5,100 barrels. 
The plant of the Franco-Petroleum, an In- 
dependent company, now being erected near 
the Mid-west, will have a capacity of 5,100 
barrels every twenty-four hours. Each of 
the companies has forty-five miles of six- 
inch pipe line, and storage room, at the 
wells and at Casper, for 270,000 barrels. 
This does not include the still capacity, as 
there are three large and three small stills 
in operation every twenty-four hours of the 
day. 


thousands of dollars. 


Phillip H. Brennan 


Are your lease lines accurately located ? 
A mistake in your boundaries may cost you 


We can settle your doubts. 
We have all the U. S. Government survey 
plats and data for the Mid-Continent field. 


Brennan & Rooney 


Contractors and Engineers 
Culbertson Building 
Tulsa, Okla. 


L. J. F. Rooney 


WEST VIRGINIA ISSUES 
NEW SURVEY REPORTS 


(1) Coal, oil, gas, limestone and iron ore 
map has been issued under date of April 1, 
1913, by the West Virginia Geological Survey. 
This new edition is the joint publication of 
the State Geological Survey and the Stat 
Semi-Centennial Commission, It contains a 
thorough revision of the coal, oil, and gas 
developments, several anticlinals being added, 
and others corrected from later observations. 
The valuable iron ore deposits of the state are 
also indicated on this map, and all the special 
features of previous editions corrected and 
brought up to date, showing the approximate 
areas of the several coal series, operating 
mines and their post office addresses, as well 
as the oil and gas pools. Scale 8 miles to the 
inch. Price, enclosed in strong envelope and 
delivered by mail, 50 cents each, but in com- 
bination with other publications see general 
circular of the Survey. 


(2) Volume V (A), the living and fossil 
flora of West Virginia, issued under date of 
June 1, 1913, pages 491 +XIII. Part 1, The 
Living Flora by Dr. C. F. Millspaugh, a com- 
plete revision of the “West Virginia Flora” 
published in 1896 with many additions and 
new species brought up to date. 
for students and teachers of botany, Part II, 
the Fossil Flora, by Dr. David White, giving 
a complete list of the fossil plants associated 
with each of the great coal beds, thus consti- 
tuting a splendid guide to correlation. Price, 
including delivery charges, $1.50, but in com- 
bination, see general circular of the Survey.* 


Invaluable 


*Vol. V (A) is not yet published, but will 
be issued from the press about June 1, 1913. 


WE BUY AND SELL 


PIPE, CASING, TUBING, OIL 
WELL SUPPLIES 


Largest dealers in Southwest 
Inquiries solicited 


TEXAS SUPPLY 0. - BEAUMONT, TEXAS 


WAR OVER FOR CENTRAL 


The troubles of the Central Fuel Oil Co. 
are now said to be nearly over. 

\fter long negotiations which many times 
seemed to have failed, the company, its bond- 
holders and the Texas Co. which has been 
running the company, have reached an agree- 
ment whereby the following will be done: 

The Central Petroleum Co., which will be 
incorporated in Maine, is the new name of 
the company. All its preferred stock, $5,333,- 
000, will be given the bondholders of the Cen- 
tral kuel Oil Co., $570,000 will be given the 
Texas Co., and $97,000 to the attorneys as 
fees. Of the: common stock, the bondholders 
will get $300,000 and the Texas Co. $600,000. 
The preferred stock of the new company will 
pay 5 per cent for 10 years. 

The control and management’ of the new 
company will be with the Texas Co. through 
five of seven directors. The Texas Co. is 
given the right to purchase the preferred stock 
at par or surrender its common stock at the 
end of 10 years, during that period the Texas 
Co. will run the oil and will be allowed $72,- 
000 annually, to operate the properties. D. F. 
Connolly, who has been the Texas Company’s 
representative among the trustees of the Cen- 
tral Fuel Oil Co., will be the president of 
the new corporation. It is now believed the 
Central Fuel Oil Co. will be able to realize 
something to those interested. 
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Tampico Well Arouses Pittsburgh Oil Men 


Twenty-five Thousand Barrel Gusher of Penn:Mex Co. 


Reported—Eastern District is Busy on 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
PITTSBURGH, PA., June 


important developments in the oil field last 


5.—Several 


week were especially interesting to Pitts- 
burghers. Telegrams received from Tam- 
pico, Mexico, brought the information that 
the Penn-Mex Oil Company, composed of 
the South 


Benedum & 


Pennsylvania Oil Company, 


Trees, Treat, Crawford and 


others, had drilled in its initial well, located 
west of Tampico, and in a new part of the 
held 
well started to flow, sending a solid stream 
the full size of the eight-inch casing 100 or 
None of the esti- 


\s soon as the pay was struck the 


more feet into the air 
mates place the producing capacity of the 
well at less than 25,000 barrels a day. The 
Penn-Mex Oil which the 


South Pennsylvania Oil Company owns 51 


Company, of 


per cent of the stock, is capitalized at $10,- 
000,000, and holds than 
100,000 acres of territory in the Mexican 


leases on more 
helds. 
large as others that have been completed in 
the field, but it is thought that being in new 


The well just drilled’.in is not so 


territory it is the forerunner of a new de- 
velopment 


FOREST GAS COMPANY SOLD. 

Through J. P. Cappeau Sons, of this city, 
the United Natural Gas Company, of Oil 
City, has purchased the extensive holdings 
of the Forest Company, in Forest 
county. Included in the purchase is the 
leasehold of a tract of 6,000 acres in Green 
township, Warren 2,000 acres in 
Hickory township, Forest county, and 3,000 
Clarion 


Gas 


county; 


acres in Farmington township, 


are located a number of 
other lines of the 
Forest Gas Company, running from these 
wells to the Tideouet, Garland, 
Youngsville, ast West 
Hickory and Endeavor. The Cappeau firm 
also closed the sale of 3,000 acres of leases 


county, on which 


oil and gas wells, and 
towns ot 


Irvington, and 


in the new field in Morgan county, Ky., and 
has negotiations pending for the sale of 
another large natural gas company. 

In connection with the convention of oil 
and gas men in Cleveland last month, Pitts- 
burghers in attendance say they were much 
impressed with a circular letter issued on 
“The Present Conditions of the Natural Gas 
Industry.” The pamphlet was distributed 
by the bond house of H. P. Taylor & Co., 
of Pittsburgh and New York, and one sig- 
nificant sentence was: 

“If the natural gas business was given the 
full and proper credit for stability belong- 
ing to it, its bonded obligations could be so 
issued as to increase materially the advan- 
stockholders. There is 
companies 


tage of no reason 
natural gas competently 
managed should not be granted the same 
maturity periods for their funded obliga- 
tions as are enjoyed by other industrial 
corporations. Instead of paying off their 
bonds on the annual installment plan in a 
10-year period, natural gas companies are 
warranted in offering 20 or 30-year bonds 


why 


with sinking fund provisions. In the ab- 
sence of any such practice, they are cer- 
tainly entitled to refund bonds of shorter 
maturity periods. The bondholder who 
once appreciates the desirability of such a 
be quite that there 
such a change in natural gas 
bonding practice, and that it would be wel- 
comed by stockholders hardly needs to be 


security will willing 


be 


argued.” 
OHIO FUEL STOCK ACTIVE. 
The Ohio Company 
Ohio Fuel stocks, 
largely by the Reeser and Crawford inter- 


Fuel Supply and 


Oil Company owned 
ests, were unusually active in the Pittsburgh 
stock market last month. It is said the de- 
sire of a widow of a former Standard Oil 
magnate to sell her holdings resulted in 
some 6,000 shares of Ohio Fuel Supply be- 
ing sold around 45, and naturally Ohio Fuel 
bull market, as the 
liquidation brought an advance in both is- 


Oil advanced on the 


sues. 
Earnings of Pure Oil and Manufacturers’ 
Light & Heat continue to reach new high 
levels each month and the stocks are active 
at 15 and 50, respectively. The Ohio Fuel 
stocks are thought to be connected with the 
United Fuel Gas Company, and an extra 
disbursement to stockholders is expected at 
the meeting next week. 
Joseph F. Guffey, of the Philadelphia 
Company, today announced the bringing in 
of a new south of Pittsburgh 
which is giving out 7,000,000 feet of gas 
daily. This is one of the largest wells struck 


well 


gas 
in Allegheny county in years. 
PENNSYLVANIA FIELD NOTES. 


In the Bristoria field, Green county, Pa., 
the South Penn Oil Company has a light 


pumper on the J. E. Staggers farm. In the 
Campbell district, the Wheeling Natural 


Gas Company has drilled a test on the Ted- 
now farm through the Gordon sand and has 
a duster. 

In the Mt. Morris district the Star Gas 
Company is drilling a test on the Dulaney 
farm. Titus & Garrison are making a sec- 
ond test on the Williamson farm, and the 
Home Gas Company has the rig up on the 
Smith farm. 

Two miles east of Wexford, Allegheny 
county, Mellon & Co. has completed a test 
on the Criders farm and has a show for a 
10-barrel pumper in the 100-foot sand. 

In the Wildwood field the American Nat- 
ural Gas Company’s test on the Rolshouse 
farm is a gasser. 

Over in Washington county, the Crude 
Oil Company drilled through the fifth sand 
and has a duster. This well is within half 
a mile of the Venture Oil Company’s gasser. 

A thorough test for gas is being made on 
the Rhea farm in Conemaugh township, 
Indiana county. Four wells have been 
drilled, in three of which gas was found. A 
fifth well is now being drilled. 

The Washington Oil Company has a 10- 
barrel pumper on the Bingham farm, Tay- 


New Work 


lorstown district, Washington county. In 
Kast Finley township the Superior Oj] 
Company got a 10-barrel pumper after drill- 
ing through the fifth sand on the Auld farm 
Snyder & Dunn agitated their test on the 
Barnhart farm and have a 
They are drilling it deeper and expect an 
increase in production. 

The Planet Oil Company’s test on the 
King farm in Cow Run district, Washing- 
ton county, is producing 115 barrels a day. 


25-barrel flow. 


In the Georgetown district, Beaver coun- 
ty, several operators went through all sands 
and have dusters. 

At New 


People’s 


Freeport, Greene 
Natural Company went 
through all sands, a depth of 3,849 feet, and 
found nothing but a little gas in the Big 


Injun sand. 


county, the 


Gas 


The South Penn Oil Company's drill in 
the sand near Venice, Washington county, 
has a show for a producer. 

Operators are trying out every corner of 
the old fields in Allegheny county. On 
Little creek, Watson & Co 
drilled a test on the Davis property and has 


Sewickley 


The well has 
a strong flow of salt water, and the owners 
think if it can 


crease. 


a show for a 7-barrel pumper. 
be reduced the oi] will in- 
and the Beaver 
roads, on Montour creek, Allegheny county, 
Knowlton & Jones drilled a test on the 
Jones farm in the 100 foot sand and expect 
to produce 50 barrels daily. . 

On the National pike near Washington, 
Pa., E. H. Tague has a 15-barrel producer 
on the Eagleson farm. 


Between the Imperial 


Butler county is receiving its share of 
attention, and there has been close to 1,000 
acres leased in old Gould field in the vicin- 
ity of Clinton and Saxonburg. Operators 
already moderately successful include Mc- 
Michael & Yeagel, Southern Oil Co., Me- 
Michael, Burton & Co. and 
Co. 

The South Penn Oil Company, the Fisher 
Oil Company, the O'Connell Oil Company, 
the Ohio Fuel Oil Company and the United 
Fuel Gas Company lead the Pittsburgh con- 
cerns in extensive field work in the Ka- 
nawha-Roane county field. 


Overheim & 


The Standard Oil Co. got a contract for 
12,000 gallons of their No. 5 asphalt road oil 
from the city of Fond du Lac, Wis., May 27 
It bid 4.74 cents per gallon as against 5.83 
by the Yapp Oil Co. 


Lloyd B. Smith, Professor of Geology in 
the Carnegie Institute of Technology of Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., has resigned to enter the employ 
of the Associated Geological Engineers, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., in the examination of oil and gas 
properties. 


The Henry Kendall College, Tulsa, Okla.. 
next year will install a department of geology 
which will specialize on petroleum. 


| 
| 
| 
| 1 


itts- 
yloy 
itts- 
gas 


kla.. 
ogy 


How Shannon Kept a Gusher Quiet in Old Days 


Bit of History on How Producers Protected the 
Market on Crude—Story of the Bradford Field 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
BRADFORD, PA., June 6.—Ash Walker, 


who is at present. a resident of Smethport, fig- 
ured in an interesting story which happened 
in the oil excitement of 1882. 

In the summer of 1882 when all eves were 
turned toward Cherry Grove, and producers 
stood in fear and trembling at the great output 
of oil in that field of gushers, the Shannon 
well was drilled on the Cooper tract. Mr. 
Shannon had been lying in the woods close 
to the well for weeks, watching every bit that 
cut into the sand. His partners, Tom Melvin 
and Ash Walker, had been down to see what 
the prospects were and had left, feeling that 
it would be a dry hole. They were much sur- 
prised at receiving the appended letter which 
seemed to puzzle them. At first they were 
inclined to think that Mr. Shannon was “play- 
ing them” just for the fun of the thing, but 
they really went down to see what there was 
to it. They found upon their arrival that it 
was only too true, the evidence was all there 
and oil had been flowing over the top of the 
derrick. If the trade in general could have 
known the true situation of affairs, oil would 
have gone down to 25 cents a barrel, but the 
secret was kept and there was nothing said 
about it until the Cherry Grove had declined 
to alout 8,000 a day and oil had advanced 
more than a dollar a barrel in consequence. 
The letter which is given verbatim, reads as 
follows: 

“Shannon Well, Cooper Tract, July 26.— 
Melvin & Walker:—Come at once. Struck 
sand at 1 p. m. Put both plugs in at once 
and filled her up with water. At 2 she com- 
menced fiowing over the derrick. She is a 
“teaser.” Bring two or three as large plugs 
as you can get, and hurry here. Have guards 
out and doing everything possible to stop her. 

Yours, 
P. M. Shannon.” 


NEW PRODUCTION. 

In the Bradford field during the month of 
May, 53 wells were completed with a new 
production of 98 barrels. There was but one 
dry hole and three gassers at present in 
same length of time 24 rigs were started and 
57 wells were drilling, or a total of 91. There 
was a total of 85 in April. 

The B. Stroud Co., at Coleville, has 70 
men employed in getting their plant in readi- 
ness for the manufacture of gasoline from 
natural gas. Two 4'%-inch gas lines and one 
6-inch air line are being laid. The machine 
shop is practically completed and the concrete 
forms for the foundation of the two 600- 
horsepower compressors are nearly finished. The 
work is being rushed as rapidly as possible and 
the manufature of gasoline will be started 
about the first of August. 

There is considerable activity at present in 
the oil industry around Limestone. On the 
Kennedy farm, J. Rogerson’s No. 27 has been 
completed, and is producing one barrel a day. 
No. 28, on the same farm, is drilling. Byron, 
Bissell and others No. 1, on the A. P. Corwin 


farm, is producing one barrel a day. John J. 
Hill and others have their No. 1, on the Wm. 
Zeliff farm completed, and it is an average 
producer. 

The United Natural Gas Co. has a number 
of wells under way in various parts of Me- 
Kean county and the Bradford field. 

On the Cory farm at Rixford, J. F. Tur 
ners No. 1 is good for one barrel. 

The Bradford Gas & Power Corporation, 
composed of Bradford and outside capitalists, 
has been granted a franchise to supply gas to 
the city of Bradford, by the city councils. It 
is reported that the company has 1,000,000 feet 
of gas daily in its wells at Red House, N. Y. 
and the company has received the right-of-way 
for a line from that field to Bradford, over 
the hills, a distance of about nine miles. 

Contractor H. J. Stroup has shipped two 
complete strings of tools to the Kane field, 
where he has the contracts for drilling a num- 
ber of wells for the Northern Oil Co. He will 
have five strings in that field. 

The deep well at Derrick City is down 5,335 
feet at this writing and the drill is working in 
a slate formation. The Clinton sand was 
found to be about 35 feet in depth. The tiuch 
sought Medina sand is expected to be tapped 
at any time. 

Contractor H. L. Stoner has completed for 
the United Natural Gas Co., a well at Hazel 
hurst, which is a fairly good gasser. This well 
had to be abandoned recently after the rig was 
destroyed by forest fires. 


DERRICK CITY LIVENS. 

During the past month there has been much 
new work started in the vicinity of Derrick 
City, Sartwell and Eldred. At Derrick City 
the number of completed wells is the largest in 
many years. In the Sartwell region the eight 
wells completed show above the average pro- 
ducers. In the Garlock territory L. H. Smith's 
No. 12 on the Garlock farm is producing two 
barrels a day. George H. Webb’s No. 43, on 
the Walker, two barrels, Magee & Kenemuth’s 
No. 6, on the Passmore farm, 3 barrels. 

RAIDED BY MEXICAN REBELS. 

Mrs. Lambert Laley, whose husband is em- 
ployed by the Mexican Petroleum Co., at 
Ebano, Mexico, is visiting her sister, Mrs. R 
L. Hickok, of No. 88 Boylston street. She 
was the last American woman to leave when 
Mexican rebels invaded the oil camp and made 
a demand for provisions and $6,000 in cash. 
The rebels took eleven horses. La Rue Hickok, 
employed by the same company, who arrived 
in Bradford with Mrs. Laley, also tells har- 
rowing stories of the trouble in Mexico at 
the present time. 

According to the story told the representa- 
tive of the News by Mrs. Laley, Oswald Boyd, 
superintendent of the Mexican Petroleum 
Company’s interests, received a telephone call 
to the effect that 300 Mexican rebels were on 
their way. Mr. Boyd had time to notify every- 
body in the camp to treat the invaders with 
courtesy, as he thought they would appreciate 
such treatment. A little opposition might re- 


sult in their setting fire to the property. Within 
a short time 48 men on horses arrived, the 
other 250 remaining on the outside to watch 
the refineries, etc. The Mexican rebels were 
invited into the camp dining hall and given 
their breakfast, although it was but 5 a. m.— 
The leader in the gang announced that they 
did not care to molest any one, but instead only 
wanted fair treatment. They announced that 
they were fighting for a cause. 


When one of the oil companws men under- 
took to use the telephone one of the bandits 
immediately placed a gun at his head and 
ordered him to refrain from talking on the 
wire during the persence of the band in the 
camp. A few moments later the telephone 
wires were cut. 


While the robbers demanded $6,000 they 
were able to obtain but $680, which, with 
eleven horses and a number of saddles, were 
carried away. <A short time later the same 
hand of robbers entered a railroad station, 
and after taking possession of the telegraph 
instruments and cutting the wires, went aboard 
a passenger train and robbed the passengers, 
and even removed rings from the women’s 
fingers. Mrs. Laley, being the last woman in 
the camp, not knowing what to expect next, 
was taken in an automobile to Tampico, Mex., 
where she and her nephew started for the 
north. 


The Mexican Petroleum Co. has a vast prop- 
erty in the vicinity of Ebano, and it is re- 
ported that the company has refused $85,000,006 
for it. 

Well No. 4, Lot 53, at Red House, N. Y., 
owned by the City of Bradford Gas & Power 
Corporation, a company composed of Bradford 
and Baltimore operators, was recently com- 
pleted, and shows for 1,100,000 feet of gas a 
day. The roar of the gas coming from the 
well could be heard a mile away. The com- 
pany is to pipe its product to the city of Brad- 
ford for consumption. 

The work of putting up the oil refinery at 
Eldred, Pa., is going on with a rush. There 
are about 60 men at work, eighteen of whom 
are iron workers under the direction of Peter 
Homan, of Warren, Pa. The concrete founda- 
tions are nearly all complete, and the main 
barrel house is now being built. Twenty tanks 
are now in course of construction. Many 
families are moving into Eldred in anticipa- 
tion of having employment at the big plant. 


Xylite Oil & Grease Co., at Port Huron, 
Mich., has stopped drilling for oil, at least, 
for the present. They got 130 feet down when 
their tools stuck, and they were unable toe 
get them out. 


The residents of Greenwood and Newberry 
counties, S. C., in the former of which the 
town of Anderson is located, have asked the 
U. S. Geological Survey at Washington to 
look over the country and see if there isn’t oil. 
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New Waggoner Well Long Went Begging 


Comes in Good and “Marks the Extension in 
the Electra Field—Greenleas Makes Big Sale 


WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS, June 3.— 


When a man holding a big job at a small 


salary for a big company made the statement 


that it would be only a short time until all 
the little fellows would be driven from the 
North Texas oil field he spoke wiser than he 
thought. In the past thirty days there has 
been an exodus from this county that ts 
likened to the exodus of the Jews of old 
But trouble is God's glorious alchemy, by 


which the B.S. is left in the crucible, the sedi- 


ment is transmuted, but it leaves the char- 
cters of these men 98 per cent pure. If half 
of the noblest passages of poetry are truisms, 
the above is a gem of poetry. But why these 
tears over a statement that drives the thorn 
nt the flesh It is not the tirst time that 


the power of the Golden Eagle has depop- 
lated a village 

This North Texas oil field is not a small 
star, 11 galaxy of beautiful twinklers, but its 
luster is visible to the naked eye, and its end 
s not vet. In comparing it to other Texas 


oil fields it is like comparing the brilliancy 
of the 


itself in 


| the feeble 
fire-fly. This field is in a class by 
under the 
22.000 barrel mark) and area covered 

| ast We ] Was 


Friday a drilled in by the 


Producers Oil Company to a 1,740 


depth of 


feet, ten miles from southeast of the Electra 
field, and it is This 
well is located on Waggoner Brothers’ land, 
and while it may not be all to the merry in 


showing tor a_ well 


production, it is an earmark that will eventu- 
ally be developed, and the entire area between 
Electra and this well will show a continuous 
oil tield. To the 
this will not be a surprise, for the writer has 
forecasted that within the 
Burkburnett to Electra, from Electra to lowa 
Park, and Park to 


eliminated to 


readers of this magazine 


triangle from 


from lowa Burkburnett, 


the chances would be such a 
degree that any part of it was worth spend 
ing the money to drill a well in 

This Waggoner Brothers’ well has a history. 
It has been begging for development for the 
past two years and the Solomons of the in- 
dustry would shake their hoary heads in wis- 
dom and say, nay, nay, “Bright Eyes,” you 
have inveigled me into a great many sacrifices 
and pleasures, but you cannot get my gold in 
this game as the chances are too many against 
that these leases have 
been put up to more people and turned down 
than any other land in this county 


came the shallow well on the B. N 


success. I presume 
Then 
Ferguson 
land and every one got excited, and at the 
Jeff 
Producers Oil 


psychological moment big Waggoner 


slipped into the Company's 


office and with tears running down his bronzed 
cheek implored and entreated Cullinan to g 
and drill on it. thousand acres was 
gotten together for that one well and Wag 


goner’s judgment has been vindicated. 


Moral: When any one entreats you to drill 
and gives you the acreage, drill and show 
how wise you are, for 


Five 


success will attend 
you, 


GREENLEAS SELL. 
J. R. and C. A. Greeleas, after they had 
wrought and drilled their well and 
proved beyond a reasonable doubt that thei 


Riley 


acreage had fine possibilities (by the way, they 
have about 3,700 acres), listened to the songs 
of the siren and sold their property, or let thi 
control of it get them, for th« 


away from 


sum of $212,000 to the 


Petroleum 
Company, which operates it and carries them 
for a small interest. If the Standard ©)! 
Company does not operate this property bet 
ter than it usually 


Corsicana 


operates its properties 
Greenleas will wish he had operated it him 
self. that that the great 
State of Texas appointed must be a libera 
and a broad gauge gink. But on the other 
hand, if 


However, receiver 


they are found guilty as charge 


we, as citizens of Texas, will have a bette: 


property to operate. 


Taking a Few Jabs at the Electra Bunch 


To the Frick-Ried Supply Company, of 


Oklahoma and Pittsburgh, Pa.: We, the citi- 


zens of Wichita Falls, object to the change 
that is to be made whereby we lose R. G. 
(Ted) Smith. In the first place Ted has 
horns on him, and will be out of place in 
Oklahoma In the second place the Okla- 
homians will not know how to treat him, 
as he has been a pet here and he will get 


lonesome and maybe cry. This would make 
In the third place you have 
no one who will fill the vacancy that his de- 
parture will \nd last of all, “Dam it,” 
we want him to stay here and be happy with 


us all feel bad 
leave 


us. Pittsburgh and Tulso papers please copy 


Well, well, what do you know about this? 
Our old friend Bachus is with us again. We 
heartily extend the hand of good fellowship 
to the old scout 


Some one has slandered the meek and lowly 
Chas. Henderlighter (if I had that name I 
would make it lighter by about eight letters), 
when they said at Dallas during the Shrine 
meet, that he made so much noise ihat a hun- 
dred ton freight engine backed away. Now 
for Charley’s benefit I wish to say that the 
freight engine intended backing away any- 
how, and that Charles had nothing to do with 
it. This information 
vardmaster. 


was received from the 


Did John W. Dyson snore in the private car 


Minnesota that held all us Shriners from 
Wichita Falls? Did he snore? Did he? 


Echo answers, did he? It 
on the old 


hard 
half” 
send him home because he annoyed the rest 


was pretty 


scout to have his “better 


of us, but it was very thoughtful 


Lost—One socks. 


turn them loose; 
they are strong enough to walk alone, to Bill 


home-made 
linder will return them, or 


pair of 


Dalton, and receive his curses for their re- 
ward. In explanation | wish to. state that 
these were perfectly good socks as | have 
worn them since last January Now. sing, 
durn ye, sing that song, “Mother, mother, 


put my hose on me.” 

Every one was surprised that the little ham- 
mock that hangs by the window in the private 
car Minnesota broke down when Mrs. Menzie 
put C. F. Menzie to sleep in it while the car 
was loaded. That may account for the ham- 
mock breaking down—it may have been loaded. 
There that 
guessed Menzie was that heavy. 


was not one present would have 


J. F. Fisher, of J. M. Guffey Pétroleum 
Company, has been here during the past week 
looking over the field and making some new 
locations. 

W. H. Heydrick, of Butler, Pa. has been 
here for a week making a report on the 
North Texas oil field. If I wanted a report 
on any field I would sure get W. H. to do 
it, as he certainly is a detail KID. 


li there was one man who enjoyed the 


Imperial Shrine doings at Dallas it was 
Shrimp Shriver. If there was anything ove! 
looked by the Kid and Walter 


only knew where it was. 


Reed, Gor 


5. 
brass collar for the Sun Company, with head 
quarters at Philadelphia, has been looking ove: 
his North Texas holdings. Mr. Pew, besides 
being a business man of ability, was, whe 


Pew, Jr., the boy that wears the bi 


in the college, the champion hammer thrower 
of the United States, and only lost his titl 
when the New York policeman went him om 
better. Mr, Pew is a big man physically and 
mentally and we hope to see him add to a! 
already immense business. We are glad 1 
grab the hand that can throw a hammer so fat 
that it requires an automobile to go get it. 
if for no other reason, and there are many 
other reasons. 


The Producers Oil Company are agai! 
standing with their feet in the trough in ther 
horse-play at the Waggoner Brothers’ wel 
They have about all the acreage that is goo 
for one company to have and yet in their 
usual highly developed gum-shoe methods the 
are trying to mystify a well that most peopl 
know about. Every one in the game who has 
an ounce of mother wit knows that if the) 
did not think that they had a well they would 
not ship in tanks, so it is just possible whe: 
they are so keen to fool the public they ma) 
be slipping one into themselves. Personal!) 
we have no patience with the antiduluvia: 
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ideas of making a mystery of every well they 
drill. And in the long run they are the 
losers, for it is a game that two can play 
and cause the other some inconvenience as well 
as some expense. 


Speaking of the Producers Oil Company 
reminds me that your correspondent has been 
accused by some enlightened men of. selling 
his writings to the Producers Oil Company 
and the Texas Company in the stand he has 
taken on the ouster suit of the Standard Oil 
Company. Now for the last time let me say 
that the Texas Company with all their wealth 
could not buy from me one line if they pulled 
out their simeloins within easy reach. The 
only thing that will make me wink at a 
wrong is for a friend to commit it inad- 
vertantly. The reason I did not exploit the 
Texas Company’s trouble with the Texas leg- 
islature was because it was not familiar 
ground, therefore I could not handle it 
When I attack a company it does not mean 
that | am mad at the employes, as some of 
them well know. But my stand is purely an 
equitable one. If the Standard Oil Company 
is violating the laws of the State of Texas 
they should pay the penalty, and on this point 
there can be no argument. Therefore for 
the last time | want to state most emphatically 
that this typewriter is mine, and I will tickle 
the keys and build the sentences that I choose, 
and 1 don’t care a tinker’s damn what any 
man says. My name is Bill Long and I live 
at 1104 Burnett street, Wichita Falls, Texas 


The Amber Oil Refining Co., capitalized at 
$25,000, will erect a refinery on the property 
of the Penn-Tanning Co., Stoneman. Pa. 

\n overturned tank wagon of gasoline at 
Kiefer, Okla., burst, and the gasoline ran into 
the forge of a blacksmith shop last month 
The fire which resulted killed one man and 
injured six other people. 


Gasoline, escaping from two tank cars 
broken open in a wreck on the Pennsyl- 
vania Lines near Adams, Ind.. May 12, ig- 
nited from sparks and burned to death ten 
car loads of cattle. 

The tank cars were part of a westbound 
train which was derailed by the burning of 
a car journal. The eastbound train, com- 
posed mostly of stock cars passing the west- 
hound train at the time, struck the derailed 
cars and was wrecked also. The cattle, 
penned in the cars, had no chance to escape. 


W. H. Barber, of Minneapolis, president 
of the I. P. M. A., is looking up all his oil 
acquaintances on his way home from a trip 
through the East, this month. Mr. Barber 
is accompanied by his family. They at- 
tended the grand council meeting of the 
Royal Arcanum at Montreal. 


The Central Refining Company, with of- 
lices and refinery at Lawrenceville, Ill., have 
increased their capital stock to $3,000,000, 
incorporated in the state of Delaware. No 
statement has yet been made by the officers 
of the company as to their future plans, but 
reports at Pittsburgh are that they are plan- 
ning some surprises for the Eastern field. 


The Gulf Refining Co. will put in a distrib- 
uting station at Knoxville, Tenn. 


NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS. 


North Texas 


The Producers Oil Company completed 
seven new wells in North Texas in May, as 
follows: 


No. Bbls 
Waggoner Brothers’ No. 1 show- 
ing oil at 1,740 feet. 
Total new production for the 


Corsicana Petroleum Company completions: 


Ni Bbls 
Corsicana Petroleum Company, 
Red Miver | 10 
No 
J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co 
North Western Oil Co. 
W. C. McBride. 
Webb & Hardenburg. 
Forest Oil Co 
Total new production for May 


The abandonments for the ‘same period 
were two at Electra, one at Petrolia and one 
at Burkburnett, making a total of four dry 
ones. 

The production by companies follows. The 
three districts, Petrolia, Burkburnett and 
Electra, are producing 22,274 barrels of oil 
per day, 4,000 barrels per day more than hali 
of the entire output of the State of Texas 

The production of the Electra field by com 
panies for June 1. 


Barrels 


Corsicana Petroleum Co. ......... 5,720 
J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co....... 1,200 
800 
Clintwood and Producer Oil Co...... 75 
Webb & Hardenburg ............... 125 
153 
76 

Total for Electra District...-...... 20,260 


Field Report 


Burkburnett District 
Corsicana Petroleum Co 
John W. Dyson 
Interstate Oil Co. 
W. C. McBride 
Greenlease Bros. (now C. P. Co.).... 
J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co 
Producers Oil Co 


Total for Burkburnett District. 
Petrolia District 
Producers Co. 
J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co. 
Amirilla Oil Co. 
Developers Oil Co 
Edmonds Oil Co. 


273 shallow sand wells 


Total for Petrolia District.... 


Making a grand total of 22,284 barrels of 
42 gallons. May 1 report, 21,880 barrels of 42 
veallons. Net gain, 404 barrels, showing how 
healthy the growth of this field 1s. 


RUNS AND DELIVERIES IN THE 
TEXAS FIELDS FOR MAY. 
PETROLIA DISTRICT. 


Runs Shipm'ts In 
Bbls. Bbls. storage 
Texas Co. ....20,000 25,000 6,000 
..14,000 30,000 15,000 
Developers’ Oil Co. shipped by tank car to 
Oriental Oil Co., Dallas, Tex., 11,000 barrels. 


BURKBURNETT DISTRICT. 


Magnolia Pet. Co. 


Bbls. Bbls. 
Magnolia Pet. Co .10,000 8,500 No stock 
Texas Co. .. .. .. .. 4,000 3,000 Nostock 


The discrepancy above shown is accounted 


for in the use of fuel on the drilling wells. 


ELECTRA DISTRICT. 
Pierce-Fordyce Oil Association received 
from Texas Co. 10,000 barrels and shipped by 
tank cars 15,000 barrels—stock 2,000 barrels. 

Bbls. Bbls. Bbls. 
..300,000 250,000 *800,000 


.350,000 300,000 


Magnolia Pet Co. 
Texas Co. 60,000 
Gulf Refg. Co. .. .. 30,000 39,000 = 15,000 

“Includes deliveries from Texas Co. of 50,- 
000 barrels. 

Deliveries of the Texas Co. to their Salt 
Lake City refinery of 10 cars from Electra 
each month: 

In 
Runs Shipm'ts storage 
Ttls. Texas Co... 374,000 393,000 66,000 
Ttls. Mag. Pet. Co.—-324,000 288,500 815,000 
Gulf Refg. Co. .. ..== 30,000 39,000 15,000 
*Develop'rs Oil Co. 11,000 11,000 


739,000 732,000 896,000 

*Developers’ Co. is a producing company and 
sells its oil to the Oriental Oil Co., which has 
its refinery at Dallas, Tex. 

Considerable importance has been attached 
to the sale of 150,000 barrels of the North 
Texas crude to the Magnolia Petroleum Co., 
by the Texas Co. This sale was made on the 
basis of $1.27% per barrel delivered in the 
field, or the storage tanks of the Magnolia Pe- 
troleum Co. at Electra, Texas. 
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Sports the Finest “Lilacs” 


Wichita Falls Banker Mixes 
‘Em Up in the Oil Game 


OUR correspondent usually does not go 
into the highways and byways in search 
victim. Neither does he write 
about any one who has not been baptized in 
salt water and oil the subterranean 
depths of the earth, therefore when a man’s 


ot a 


trom 


picture appears in these columns it is a fore- 
gone conclusion that he is an oil man. 


The ago had 
about as tender a foot as ever stepped onto 
the hard floor of 
that 


man this month, two years 


a derrick. But remember, 
and today he has 
been immersed in the golden fluid of oil, and 
he is not a Baptist, either 


was two years ago, 


He was born during the stormy period of 
October 24, 1861, at Newberry, S. C. When 
24 vears old he came to Wichita Falls, landing 


here in hence he has been 


here long 


enough to grow horns, and is a long horn 


right. But instead of growing horns he grew 
the finest bunch 


of lilacs that ever got mixed up in the sand- 


whiskers and he has about 
pumpings, and he is as proud of them as he 
would have back 


Carolina had his father given him a pair of 


been in his dear old South 


red-topped-boots 
He did 


waited 


not go into the oil but 


to him, 
and as everything comes to those who wait, 
he waited and it 


country, 
for the oil country to come 
came. P. P. Langford be- 
bank clerk in the old 
bank building now occupied by the State Bank 
& Trust Company, on the corner 
and Ohio This time 
when there was sure enovgh outlaws and In- 


gan his career as a 


Seventh 


street avenue Was a 


dians, and they needed men as well as book- 
keepers. This is the same building that was 


robbed in February 25, 1896, by outlaws who 


will go down in history as men without a 
name. They died as they lived under the 
name of “Crawford and the Kid,” and the 


stone that marks their graves is so marked 
When this bank robbed P. P. 
Langford was a clerk, and, as a good soldier 
would state it, 
treat; he 


today was 


he knew how to make a re- 
outran the first two bullets but the 
second hit him and you can tell by the place 
he was shot that he was on the run, but it 
was through his efforts that the robbery was 


known and chase given by the local officers 


P. P. Langford, Vice President of City 
National Bank, Wichita Falls, Texas. 


which was finished by the 
Bill McDonald. The were 
taken to the jail and guarded, where through 
deceiving McDonald 
taken out and hanged 


famous Texas 
Ranger robbers 


they were afterwards 


You will note by this 


he has fought and bled for his bank. In 
1897 he was elected cashier of the City Na- 
tional Bank, where a large number of the 


oil men keep their “over-dravghts” and your 
correspondent as well. He was promoted to 
the and here is 
enters into this story as an oil man. 

You note 
has, and before | 


vice presidency where he 


will what a high forehead he 
forget it, I want to say 
that there is more in that head than you can 
scratch out with a fine comb. He is in the 
right niche now, for he is a big, broad gauge 
fellow, and it would be as hard to keep a 
man of his ability out of the oil game as it 
would be to operate an ice plant in —— 
well just what you are thinking that I am 
going to say. Although he has only seen this 


in Texas 


Aind the Boys Don’t Object, 
Save When They Tie 
Up the Bull Wheel 


one oil field, yet he is as much of an oil man 
as if he were born, as some men who aspire 
to poesyv would say, 


“Where the derrick spires are tallest, 

“And the dividends the smallest; 

“Where promoters are the slickest, 

“And they get your coin the quickest— 

“In Texas.” 

There is a saying that “No one loves a fat 
man,” and there is a disposition on the part 
of the oil fraternity to give a man _ with 
whiskers the cold side of their anatomy, but 
it never phased P. P., and today the oil men 
have taken him, whiskers all, 
holy of holies of oildom., 


and into the 


The position he now holds is one of con- 
siderable importance, that of vice president 


Panhandle. No 
matter what his salary, he is one of the best 


of the biggest bank in the 


assets that any banking institution can have, 
for he can call every man in the county by 
name, and I, for one, do not believe that story 
where the man got the word recourse mixed 
with another that sounded the same. 


He has a beautiful residence and growing 
family. I hate to jerk aside the portieres, but 
When the latest ar- 
rival in the Langford household came it was 
a girl, and P. P.’s joy was great. 
the bank 


it is too good to keep. 


Some of 


the boys in swear he bought a 


thousand hats. 


We are glad to welcome you, old scout, into 
the realms of the oil fraternity. We do this 
because of your breadth of vision and your 
disposition to take a fall out of anything that 
looks good to you. Because you are game 
and can lose without squealing. You are on 
the right road and our best wishes are yours, 
for you are the kind of a man of which oil 
men are made. 


W.G.L. 
Author's Note—I swear that the above 
gentleman has not loaned me any money, 


neither do I owe him anything personally. 
My bank account is not overdrawn at this 
writing, therefore the above is written from 
the standpoint of an admirer of an honest- 
to-God good fellow. 


Big Gas Well Marks New Louisiana Work 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

HOUSTON, TEXAS, May 30.—There 
has been considerable effort for some time 
in the Gulf Coast country to extend the lim- 
its of the known oil fields and reach the 
deeper pay sands, as well as to develop en- 
tirely new territory. 

Aside from the increased production of 
the Caddo field because of the two new 
pools, or extensions, at Mooringsport, and 
the one west of Oil City, two wells of spe- 
cial note attracted the attention of the oil 
fraternity generally last month. 

Between Caddo and Vivian one of the 
largest gas wells in the history of the field 


was brought in last week with a rock pres- 
sure of 1,200 pounds and a capacity of any- 
where from 75 to 80 million cubic feet of gas 
per day. This is by far the largest gas 
well ever developed in this field. 


It was found in the deep or big well sand 
so peculiar to this territory at a little below 
2,200 feet. The well was drilled by the 
Rogers Oil & Gas Company, and has been 
turned into the main line of the Arkansas 
Natural Gas Company, and will be used to 
supply gas and increase the pressure on 
their line that now extends to many of the 
larger cities of Arkansas. 

The most spectacular and exciting feature 


that has taken place in the Caddo field for 
some time was the flames and clouds of 
smoke from the burning oil that shot up 
from above the derrick and tall pines, and 
at night lighted the heavens for many miles 
around. The flames were from the Standard 
Oil Company's new well that had but re- 


cently been brought in near Tree City, 
Texas. 


This was one of those big wells that 
periodically appear in this part of the field, 
and the pressure was so great that it is 
thought by some that the well caught fire 
from the friction of the vibrating pipe 
against the rock wall. However this may 
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be, the well is afire and is burning oil to the 
tune of $1,000 per hour. Great excitement 
prevailed at Shreveport, some twenty miles 
away, as the fire was viewed from the win- 
dows of the office buildings in that city. All 
the old-time fire fighting methods, with bat- 
teries of boilers, shields, mud pumps, chem- 
icals and steam, were called into action. On 
May 29 the fire was put out by the use of 
steam, after burning four days. The well 
has been shut in and appears to be in good 
shape. 


BIG WELL AT MANSFIELD. 


In the Mansfield district, De Soto parish, 
on the Jenkins farm, six miles northeast of 
Mansfield, and some sixty miles southeast of 
the famous Caddo gas and oil field, a big 
well was brought in unexpectedly from the 
deep sand and put the oil over the derrick 
variously estimated at from five to 8,000 
barrels per day. It developed into a real 
It went wild and flowed 
and gushed the entire day until it was fin- 
ally shut in. People came from far and near 
to witness it, and many old operators and 
scouts re-experienced the old-time oil field 
thrill. 


old-time gusher. 


The well was drilled by the Guffey Com- 
pany, who were among the early pioneers 
of the field. About a year ago they brought 
in the first oil well in this district, finding 
the sand about 2,900 feet. This well prom- 
ised to be a good one, and the greatest ex- 
citement was created for a time. The well 
was mudded up and shut in on account of a 
lack of tankage, but more ostensibly to close 
up some big deals on surrounding territory 
—some of the parties living in France. 
When this well was finally opened up, it 
failed to respond to anything more than a 
small pumper. Since then several wells 
have been finished in this sand, but failed 
to find enough gas to flow the wells. 

The bringing in of this last big well 
created the old-time excitement, and it was 
naturally presumed that a new Southeast 
extension of the once famous Caddo oil field 
was found. As the well was finished in the 
deep well sand, similar to the Caddo field, 
but considerably higher up than the first 
well drilled by the Duffey Company several 
miles to the southeast in the Mansfield dis- 
trict, which lacked the gas, it became evi- 
dent that there was a rapid dip in the for- 
mation to the southeast and a possible east 
and west cross flexure on the south, so that 
this well, loeated farther to the northwest 
and containing a heavy gas pressure in a 
looser sand than the wells to the southeast, 
may indeed be a real southeast extension 
past Shreveport of the great Caddo oil and 
gas field, 

The tension is high and every available 
lease man has been sent into this territory 
by the big companies, as well as individuals, 
to secure leases. Much money has changed 
hands for leases near the well. While $40 
to $60 per acre is the average price, some 
have paid a bonus of as high as $100 per 
acre for leases close in. Just what the well 
will do remains to be seen when opened up 
again; but one thing is certain, it is gener- 
ally believed the well is a good one, and on 
the strength of this belief leases are being 
taken up in every direction. It has been 
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reported that the Standard Oil Company is 
spending exceptionally large sums of money 
securing leases in this locality. They had, 
however, already been in the field for some 
time, and controlled thousands of acres in 
this district. 

GOOD WELL AT BATSON. 

The old Batson field in the Gulf Coast 
district that has already produced more than 
thirty million barrels, developed a new sen- 
sation when the Christian Oil Company 
brought in a 5,000 barrel well a few days 
ago from the deep sand on the outskirts of 
the once famous field. This well is located 
on strip No. 12, of the Milhome survey, 
and was finished in the deep sand at about 


- 2,200 feet. Most of the oil of the field has 


heretofore been produced from the Caprock 
strata at 1,200 feet, and the various shallow 
sands. 

The development of a good well in the 
deep sand has created a new interest in the 
field, and much of the field will be drilled 
over in search of the deeper pay if this well 
holds up for any length of time. The Chris- 
tian Oil Company has already started work 
on two new holes near by, and the Sun 
Company and others are going after the 
deep sand in this same territory. 


FAILURE AT ANSE LA BUTTE. 

Considerable interest was aroused last 
week over a report that a 6,000 barre] gusher 
was brought in at Anse La Butte by N. F. 
Benckenstein for the Veville Oil Company. 
The report was too good to last long. The 
first day the well made right around 6,000 
barrels. The second day showed some wa- 
ter, and by the fourth day ceased flowing, 
having gone almost entirely to salt water. 
A Standard rig is being built to pump the 
well. It will probably make a good pumper. 


NEW WELLS AT GOOSE CREEK. 

During the month two good wells were 
developed at Goose Creek, one by the J. M. 
Duffey Petroleum Company, and the other 
by the C. L. Smith Oil Company, both wells 
flowing from 500 to 700 barrels per day. 
This new production has stimulated other 
developments, and wells are being drilled by 
the Producers Oil Company, George Hin- 
man et al, and the Bartlett peope. 

The development of the Goose Creek oil 
field has been a very expensive proposition. 
The formation is “rim-edged,’ causing a 
rapid dip in the formation, making the oil 
trend very narrow, so that it is easy to 
wabble from the dry side over to the low 
or salt water side. Again, most of these 
oil sands are covered with a loose, dry 
shale in which it is difficult to set the casing 
so as to cut out the water. It has taken 
both time and money to study out the con- 
ditions and remedy them. 


GOOD ONES AT HUMBLE. 

During the month three good wells were 
brought in in the deep sand at about the 
3,000 foot level. One on the Carrol lease 
on the east side of the field, which came in 
making 1,200 barrels per day of light oil. 

The other two wells are in the north ex- 
tension across the river, being drilled by the 
Producers and the 99 Oil Companies. These 
wells came in making from 500 to 800 bar- 
rels of light oil per day. These deep wells 
are a high-grade paraffine oil, long lived, 
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but expensive to drill, so much so that the 
small companies and individual operators 
do not get excited over new production in 
the deep sands anything like where it is 
found at the usual shallow depths. 


OTHER FIELDS. 


Nothing spectacular, or out of the or- 
dinary of the regular developments in Sara- 
toga, Sour Lake, Dayton, Spindle Top or 
Vinton has been reported. 


WILD CAT OPERATIONS. 


Not in many years has there been such a 
widespread determined effort to seure the 
“elusive” fluid as is in operation at the pres- 
ent time in the coastal oil belt all the way 
from the Austin chalk rock at San Antonio 
on the west to the tall pines of Eastern 
Louisiana. The present price of oil and the 
ever-increasing demand really make «the 
oil fraternity nervous. The old companies 
as well as the small ones and individual op- 
erators are using every available rig to 
open up new territory. So far none of the 
old-time gusher fields have been opened up. 
A number of small wells have been devel- 
oped in the San Antonio district, and pos- 
sibly 20 rigs are at work within a radius of 
50 miles of the Alamo City. Going east 
through Texas and Louisiana there are in 
the neighborhood of 40 prospective holes 
being drilled. The Gulf, Texas and Sun 
companies are actively engaged, while the 
Houston Oil Company is making a deter- 
mined effort to develop its immense hold- 
ings in fee in East Texas. The rest are 
mostly individuals and local companies. 

Considerable excitement prevails at 
Brownwood and Trickham, where recently 
a five million foot gas well was brought in. 
At Mexica another gas well of three million 
feet capacity was brought in at 640 feet, 
the previous well having developed fifteen 
million feet of gas, and is still holding up. 

Great excitement was manifest at Lake 
Charles last week when a strike was re- 
ported at 1,640 feet by the local company. 
When a test was made salt water came in 
and the hole will be drilled deeper. In Har- 
ris county the W. H. Weary well, at Aldine, 
is setting casing preparatory to making a 
test. The Even Up Company, at Pierce 
Junction, is progressing slowly in rock and 
gip at 1,000 feet. Abercrombie, to the 
north of the Humble field, is progressing 
slowly, with good indications below 2,300 
feet. A number of locations have been 
made to the north and northeast of Humble 
on Tarkington prairie, and two wells are 
already drilling with some good indications. 
The Jacksof interests southeast of Dayton 
are set up ready to start again on a new 
hole. Salt water, rock salt and gas with 
some oil showed up in the previous drill- 
ings. At High Island, in Chambers county, 
the Guffey Company is drilling at 1,700 feet, 
with good indications, and two wells are 
drilling in Orange county, for the much de- 
sired fluid. A number of new ventures are 
on in Louisiana, but nothing so far that 
looks good in print, or sounds well to the 
ear, or has in any way astonished the na- 
tives, has been developed. 
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Producer’s Agency Advances California Crude 


Price of 35 Cents a Barrel,due to Careful and Inde: 
pendent Sales Work, Makes the Trade 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
LOS ANGELES, June 9.—0(il circles 
March 
paid 35 cents 


generally are optimistic lor and 


\pril the Producers Agency 


for crude to members, one cent more than 


for six months previous For several 


months past sales have been 100 per cent of 
The American Fields’ 
cent 250,000 


deliveries spe- 


cial 50 contract tor barrels 


quarterly expired May 31 and the difference 


The 


ran 


will be members. 


Nevada 


out some 


split up among all 


Petroleum’s similar contract 


three months ago. Consumption 
growing, so is 


he 


Southern and Arizona markets 


loubtedly production, 


so much General Pipe Line’s 


effect on the 


is still problematical, but it 1s expected to 


encourage more tield development and the 
reopening of wells shut in for lack of a 
market However, but for the possible un- 


foreseen, an improvement seems almost cer- 
months 

Phe Agency is holding up construction of 
Harford 
nal test is made of the General Petroleum’s 


its topping plant at Port until a 


Prumble 


continuous process plant at Los 
\ngeles, the largest of the kind ever built, 
capacity 20,000 barrels daily of crude It 
has now run some three weeks with one of 
its two units producing excellent fuel and 


tops from 16 gravity crude, clearing it from 
and turning 
The 


retiner, 


all impurities at the same time, 


out a fuel residuum of 14° gravity 


sold to a local 


back 


understood that 


light distillates are 


residuum 
later 


the heavier are put into the 


at present, but it is 


they will be sold under a contract already 


made for Diesel engine use. Some minor 


must be made in the first unit to 


get its tull capacity 


\pril net production, 7,512,696 barrels, 
daily average (thirty days), 250,423.20; ship- 
ments 7,344,080, losses 104,884; total outgo 
7 449.864; shipments 244,- 


832.60; daily losses 3,432.80, total daily outgo 


daily average 


248,205.40; daily average surplus 2,127.80. 
For March, production 7,564,050 barrels; 
daily average (thirty-one days), 244,001.80; 


shipments 7,355,924, losses 80,167, total out- 
go 7,436,091; daily average shipments 237,- 
287.62, daily losses 2,586.03, daily total outgo 
239,873.66; daily average surplus 4,128.14. 
While many talk higher prices the Stand- 
ard, that buys most of the independent oil 
in Coyotes, La Habra Valley, Olinda, Brea 
Canyon and Whittier, has cut all grades five 


cents, making rates as follows: 

18 deg, to 21.9 deg. inclusive.......... 60 
22 deg. to 24.9 deg. inclusive..........  .65 
25 deg. to 27.9 deg. inclusive.......... 5 


\sphalt sells at $9 a ton f. o. b. all ship- 


ping points. Standard competition, cutting 


all prices, will force the use of residuum 
for asphalt manufacture instead of crude, 
thus saving all by-products, as similar com- 
petition has done in the fuel trade. The 
Standard uses residuum successfully. 
PROTECT FRUIT WITH OIL. 


The use of oil for that is, 
heating the orchards, orange 


“smudging,” 
saved the 
growers around Pomona alone not less than 


$300,000 loss during the cold snap last win- 
ter, $70,000 was 
Had the growers taken full precautions and 
supplied themselves with oil in advance the 
would have been more reduced 
Now a 500,000 gallon tank is being erected 


at Pomona by the growers’ exchange, and 


and some spent for oil 


loss still 


each member is being urged to build his 
own tanks to be ready for every emergency 
Similar precautions will be taken in other 


districts during the summer. The oil used 
is mostly a variety of “solar” or “gas” oil 
prepared by the Standard at El Segundo, 


thousands of 
were rushed to the threatened fruit districts 
last winter. 


from which tens of 


gallons 


The heaters used were of all 


varieties, many of them home-made, but 
the growers have been conducting a series 
of experiments to determine the best for the 
future. 

The 


has 


Southern California Gas 


bought the 


Company 
00,000 
cubic feet daily of natural gas and will lay 
an eight-inch 


\malgamated’s 
pipe line between the La 
Habra Valley and Los Angeles, using the 
Ne- 
gotiations are on with other companies in 
La Habra, 


gas to supplement the Midway supply. 


Coyotes, Brea Canyon and 
Olinda, where probably 30,000,000 cubic feet 
Most of the 
gas will be treated first for gasoline. 
GASOLINE MARKET STRONG. 
The Union 400 


gasoline into Los Angeles daily 


of casinghead gas can be had. 


alone ships barrels of 
from the 
refinery at Stewart; the Standard is ship- 
ping tens of thousand of gallons out of EF] 


Segundo; Independent refiners are working 


to the limit and seil all their output and 
casinghead gasoline was never so plentiful 
as now, yet the market calls for more 


\ccordingly, local refiners are trying to 


arrange for a better price than the 15% 
cents now officially quoted, but cut under 
alike. In 


gasoline 


by all view of the casinghead 


men’s need for quick sales, the 
prejudice of many consumers against their 
product, and the Standard’s attitude on all 
such occasions for years, much doubt is ex- 
pressed as to the movement's success, al- 
though the 


promoters say they are 


vinced it is a go and that the Standard will 


con- 


come in. 

By September at the latest three 
casinghead gasoline plants will be extract- 
ing 12,000 to 14,000 gallons daily in La 
Valley, Olinda, 
one using a new refrigeration process in- 


new 


Habra Brea Canyon and 
stead of compression. 
on the Birch property is being enlarged. 
About the same time the Union’s 10,000,000 


cubic foot plant at Santa Maria will start 


The existing plant 


operations. 

The Brea Canyon, owned 
by Otis Birch as an individual, after three 
years is still flowing 1,800 barrels daily, 30 
degree gravity, price $1. 


Birch well in 


This is a decline 
the old 
maintained since the 


within three or four months from 
rate of 2,400 barrels 
well came in. It was originally owned by 
the Menges Oil Company, of which Mr. 
Birch was general manager. He had con- 
fidence in it, the other stockholders had not, 


Feel Good 


so he bought them out cheap and soon after 
this big well came in. The income from the 
property, oil and gas, has not been under 
$2,500 a day for three years. 
RKeports from London indicate the Shell- 
Royal Dutch interests may be behind the 
Pacific Pipe Line English 
concern that is surveying for a pipe line 


Company, an 


from Maricopa and Midway to tidewater at 
Ventura. The promoters are Conrad, Hal! 
No. 33 St. Swithin’s Lane, 
Recently several engineers and 


& Company, 
London. 
geologists representing the Shell-Royal Dutch 
interests were active in the fields looking 
the ground. 

The Shell-Royal Dutch will deliver its 
first cargo of 2,520,000 gallons of Oritntal 
benzone, which left Sumatra on the tanker 
J. A. Kessler the last week in May, at San 
this month. 


ver 


INCREASE LUBRICATING PLANTS. 
The Standard is adding a complete lubri- 
cating plant at El Segundo. Except a 
trifling output, all lubricants for Southern 
California and tributary territory now 
East or Point 
Just how much the increased manufacture 


of California lubricants by both the Stand- 


comes from the Richmond 


ard and Union will affect Eastern shipments 
in view of the growing demand is a ques- 
tion. Very little for the moment probably 
There is undoubtedly much prejudice 
among consumers in favor of Eastern goods, 
although the quality 
proved enormously in the last few years. 


California has im- 
The increased output of high-grade oil is 
one of the biggest factors, but improved 
methods have helped greatly. 

The Standard in April shipped from San 
Francisco 81,513 gallons of California lubri- 
cants, value $10,547, to foreign countries, as 
Australia 39,810 gallons, $5,844; 
China, 12,732 gallons, $1,088; British India, 
9,690 gallons, $823; Straits Settlements, 4,- 
811 gallons, $409; Canada, 7,092 
$984; Japan, 3,075 gallons, $466; Hong 
Kong, 1,202 gallons, $102; balance to Cen- 
tral America and 
stantial 
Sound. 


follows: 


gallons, 


Oceanica, besides sub 
Canadian shipments via Puget 
While a very small part of the to- 
tal American exports of 
shipments show 


lubricants, these 
a great proportional in- 
crease in two years. 
GENERAL-UNION DEAL POST- 
PONED. 

A New York report, neither contirmed 
nor denied here or at San Francisco, says 
the General Petroleum will postpone action 
on its option to buy the Stewart family’s 
control of the Union until better financial 
conditions arrive. Payments to hold the 
option, however, are being made, the last 
one of $33,000 on June 1. Until July, 1914, 
in any event, the negative option held by 
Hallgarten & Company, the New York 
bankers who handled the Union's issue of 
$5,000,000 in bonds, stands in the way. For 
some reason the Hallgartens are doing “the 
dog in the manger act,” and refuse to let 
go. Some think it is Standard influence, 
think it due to the Shell-Royal 


others 


is 
hit 
| 
hairs 


June, 1913. 


Dutch, who tried to buy the Stewart hold- 
ings through the Hallgartens about the 
same time that Alexander Mackay, chair- 
man of the Anglo-Egyptian Oil Syndicate, 
a Shell subsidiary, came here and tried to 
negotiate direct with the Stewarts. Both 
were too late, as the General Petroleum had 
already bought the option held by Robert 
Watchorn. The Union’s $2,000,000 worth 
of debenture notes were refused by the 
Hallgartens only a few weeks since and 
were taken by two Los 


Angeles bond 


houses. 


NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS. 

That Governor Johnson will sign the 
common carrier pipe line bill is generally 
taken for granted in view of his well- 
known attitude on such matters. One bill 
makes all pipe lines, except those whose 
route, connections and extent of business 
make their operation of no public concern, 
common carriers and subject to the State 
Railroad Commission, which is empowered 
to make all rates and regulations. A second 
bill taxes any line that may succeed in 
evading the common carrier provision 50 
cents for every barrel of oil transported. 


Russia’s Present Improvement 
Is Not Considered Permanent 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

ST. PETERSBURG, May 28.—The Rus- 
sian oil market has not varied much since 
the last letter. But such change as has 
taken place points rather to an improve- 
ment in the producing capacity of more 
than one oil district, due to circumstances 
the explanation of which easily does away 
with the assumption that the improvement 
indicates better reserves of oil than had 
been supposed in previous estimates of the 
country’s petroleum producing power. 

We have at Baku a somewhat surprising 
uniformity of production in the first quarter 
of the year compared with that of the first 
quarter of 1912. It is no use without more 
accurate detail to endeavor to be precise as 
to the causes of the arrestment of the de- 
cline of the production on the Baku oil 
fields; but two causes may easily be as- 
sumed as contributing to this phenomenon. 
In the first place, the price of oil is very 
high. That would suffice to stimulate pro- 
ducers who have drilled with great industry 
and persistency not only new wells, but old 
ones, to greater depths. 

But notwithstanding the deeper drilling 
and the tapping of lower levels, the ominous 
feature still presents itself that the Baku 
oil region, as far as the present producing 
area is concerned, cannot do better than 
maintain the low level of production that 
characterized the operations of 1912. If, 
then, with the record prices ruling and the 
additional producing capacity of the wells, 
the result is no better than when the wells 
were based on lower prices, the mere fact 
of nothing better than the level of 1912 be- 
ing maintained, is as eloquent of the ex- 
haustion of the Baku region as were the 
reduced returns of preceding years. 

The second cause that might account for 
a better maintenance of the Baku produc- 
tion may be the general uprising of Russian 
commercial and industrial circles against 
the record prices to which reference has 
been made. The various commercial ex- 
changes and many prominent personages 
have very pointedly indicated the large syn- 
dicated houses as the responsible cause of 
these prices which, it was said, were simply 
garrotting other branches of Russian indus- 
try. It may be, therefore, that in order to 
sirous of ridding themselves of the reproach 
of artificially restricting production, which 
was the charge made against them, may 
have stimulated production in order to re- 


But assuming again 
that this cause has operated, as well as the 
desire to take advantage of the full prices, 
it simply accentuates the argument that the 
Baku producing area has failed to respond 
to these two incitements to exceed even 
the low level of 1912; although, of course, 
we are only speaking now of the first quar- 
ter’s production which ended on April 13. 


SUSPEND COMBINATION. 


Since the last communication on the sub- 
ject not much has been heard of the further 
concentration of petroleum interests at 

saku and Grozny. This concentration had 
proceeded very satisfactorily from the pro- 
ducers’ point of view, to a degree that per- 
haps justified them in calling a halt for the 
moment, for here the Russian industrial 
circles became very critical, not to say satir- 


fute such allegations. 


ical, about this concentration of petroleum 
interests in the hands of capitalists who 
were not competent engineers and probably 
would not exercise the wisest discretion in 
selecting their engineers. 

Yet another aspect of this public nervous- 
ness is observed in the determination of the 
Southern railway companies to produce 
their own fuel. As is already known, the 
Caucasian Railway has obtained a conces- 
sion of petroliferous Jand for this purpose 
in order to make itself independent of the 
capricious petroleum market when it wants 
liquid fuel. And although it is not speaking 
petroleum “strictly,” yet it is doing so in- 
directly, to refer to another South Russian 
railway which is making application for an 
allotment in a coal producing area, in order 
to make itself independent of the coal syn- 
dicate for its locomotive fuel. The pe- 
troleum reference here is that the petroleum 
kings and the coal kings have practically 
joined hands, and what affects the one al- 
most directly now affects the other. 

The situation at Grozny has improved, but 
only at first sight. Early in the year a 
gusher was struck which wiped out the de- 
crease in other parts of the district. But 
since then this particular gusher is weak- 
ening, and as nothing else has been struck 
to take its place, the returns again show 
reductions, and no doubt as time wears on, 
and the new gusher loses its importance, the 
decline at Grozny will be shown to be con- 
tinuous until the engineers have shut off 
the water effectually, and made it worth 
while to attack the district with fresh drill- 


“ 


ing operations, which contractors are now 
loath to do. 
MAIKOP CRITICIZED. 

The Maikop problem continues to engage 
close attention and is looked at and judged 
from two different points of view. There 
are those who hoped to make _ fortunes 
quickly out of this field, so close to the 
Black Sea and so convenient for export 
purposes, who complain that they have been 
misled into sinking large sums of money in 
the wells which have produced a rapid an- 
nually increasing quantity of petroleum; 
but by no means proportionate to the num- 
ber of wells, and the industry with which 
they are exploited. Apologists for the dis- 
trict point out the marked increase from a 
few hundred poods in 1907 to something 
over 9,000,000 poods in 1912 as indicating 
that Maikop is a district of growing indus- 
trial importance; but this is a very unfair 
way to look at it. 

The productive capacity of the district is 
to be judged not only by the total output. 
but by the output per well. Now it is no- 
torious that in the enthusiasm to be first 
in this once promising field the number of 
wells sunk has been very great, and as the 
months pass by the production per well has 
become alarmingly less. It is, therefore, 
misleading simply to point to the total pro- 
duction and say that Maikop is a progress- 
ive field. It is nothing of the kind. It is 
retrogressive, and until the wells individ- 
ually show more elasticity in their produc- 
tion, it is only triflng with common sense 
to say that Maikop is now a promising field. 

Although the island of Tcheleken does 
not greatly affect the outside petroleum 
consumer, if at all, it does affect to some 
extent the world’s stock markets, as some 
outsiders, both in America and England, 
have invested considerable sums in the pe- 
troleum deposits of Tcheleken, which has 
always been and still remains an island of 
mystery from the petroleum point of view. 
The secrecy that has been observed respect- 
ing the operations on the island is now get- 
ting attention in the semi-official press, in 
which it is complained that whilst the ‘‘Pe- 
troleum Producers’ Guide” gives fairly re- 
liable data respecting Baku and a little 
regarding Grozny, Maikop, etc., the island 
of Tcheleken remains still shrouded in mys- 
tery, to use a conventional term.” “Why,” 
it is asked in the paper referred to “are we 
obliged still to make inquiries with regard 
to this island; although while it produces 
about 15,000,000 poods of petroleum per an- 
num, it is not considered worthly of a 
position in this guide for the information of 
petroleum industrialists.” 

It is no use referring to the other fields 
that are being exploited or investigated in 
Russia. There is really nothing new to 
be said of them. The whole Russian pe- 
troleum situation reposes in the Caucasus; 
and it is, as far as information goes to the 
present, to the Caucasus and there alone 
that we must look for any further devel- 
opment in the Russian petroleum industry 
that is to interest the outside world. 


The Western Wholesale Oil Jobbers’ Asso- 
ciation held a meeting at Marshalltown, Ja.. 
May 23. 
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Osage Hearing Brings Wild West to Washington 


General Council of the Osage Tribe, Interpreters, Attorneys, 
Oil Dealers and Producers Are Interested in Blanket Lease. 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

WASHINGTON, D. C., June 7.—li 
either the oil companies, investors, or the sev- 
eral members of the general council think they 
are going to “put one over” on either Presi- 
dent Wilson or Secretary Lane in connection 
with the further leasing of the Osage oil lands 
in Oklahoma, they may as well “go chase them- 


for there will simply be nothing doing 


selves” 
that is not fair and above board to the In- 
dians, the oil companies and the United States, 
unless they manage to secrete a nigger so 
dark in the allotment wood pile and so far 
hack that he is not discernible to the naked 
eve 

\n extended and intensely interesting hear- 
ing was held on the subject of the further ex- 
tension of the leases by Secretary Lane a few 
days ago which brought together a large num- 
ber of the general council of the Osages, clad 
in almost regal splendor, quite a number of 
the Osage tribe, interpreters, attorneys, oil 
dealers and producers, all independent, but 
some not so much so as they evidently would 
like to have the secretary believe. 

J. W. Zeveley, representing the Indian Ter- 
ritory IHluminating Oil & Gas Co., set forth 
at great length the claims of his company for 
the extension of their present leases, which 
will terminate in 1916, and which cover 680,- 
000 acres, much of which is sub-leased. 

Mr. Zeveley reviewed the early history of 
the company back to 1895, when Henry Foster 
and his brother, and some of their friends 
from Westerly, R. I., conceived the idea that 
the Osage lands were rich in oil and natural 
gas, and leased the entire reservation of 1,500,- 
000 acres: the royalty to be 10 per cent of the 
gross production. That lease was approved in 
April, 1896. At that time there were neither 
railroads equipped for the carrying of oil, nor 
were there any pipe lines. 

The approval of the lease was followed by 
the organization of the Phoenix Oil Co. for 
development work, which was unsuccessful and 
retired the company. The Osage Company fol- 
lowed and got nothing but dry holes. It was 
not until 1897 that the Cudahy Co. drilled 
a well just outside the Osage country. 

When Henry Foster died his brother's name 
was substituted on the lease, but the stock- 
holders, officers and managers remained the 
When the Osage Co. failed and E. B. 
Foster died, the present company was or- 
ganized. It was not until 1903 that any real 
development was started, and in 1904 there was 
a considerable production. In 1905 the lease 


Same. 


was renewed after a hard fight, but only on 
680,000 acres. 

So much of this land was in sub-leases that 
there remained to the company only about 
2,000 acres, and the royalty being left to the 
President, it was increased from 1-10 to %, 
and for gas from $50 to $150 per annum. The 
lease could only run for a period of ten years 
owing to the mineral land requirements, but 
it was urged by Mr. Zeveley that the ten-year 
period is contrary to and in absolute oppo- 
sition to the general theory of the oil busi- 
ness. The rule in oil lands from Maine to 
California is, he said, that they should run 


for a specified period and as long thereafter 
as gas or oil is produced in commercial quan- 
tities. The arbitrary period was fixed in this 
case by act of Congress. 

In response to an inquiry from Secretary 
Lane, Mr. Zeveley stated that he would glad- 
ly submit to the department a list of the 
stockholders, both of the parent and of all 
the subsidiary companies. They have devel- 
oped this country and they have now contracts 
with consuming companies, and the conse- 
quence is, he said, that the towns around there 
and the smelter companies are wholly depend- 
ent upon the Osage supply to run their plants 
Up to December, 1912, there have been drilled 
2,678 wells, of which 1,887 were oil, 112 gas 
and 679 dry holes. He challenged the state- 
ments that have been going the rounds of 
the newspapers that there ought to have been, 
as much drilling on the Osage lands as on the 
Cherokee. He stated that this was not true: 
that the terms of the leases were different, 
and that the result of the Cherokee develop- 
ment had been to bring down the price of oil 
to 35 cents per barrel, to a point where the 
department had considered the advisability of 
He said the lack 
of development has, perhaps, been a matter 


restraining the development. 


of pecuniary benefit to the Osage tribe. 

He also said that the total royalties they 
had received from the sub-lessees has been 
$96,970 up to December 31, 1912, for a period 
of 17 years; they have put back into the prop- 
erty, in the way of pipe lines, drilling of wells 
and developing generally, $568,680 more than 
they received. 

The question of whether it is worth more 
to the Indians that the advance from 14 to 
1-6 should go to the parent company or 
whether it should be paid to the Indians is 
a matter for the department to decide, he 
urged. 

After seventeen years of earnest work and 
in the face of the worst kind of hardship, just 
at this time when they come to a point where 
it is possible .for them to make something, 
it is not fair, he declared, that the lease should 
be taken away from them unless very good 
reason can be shown. “The purpose of the 
government should not be to despoil; the 
white man must be considered as well as the 
Indian, and it cannot be said that the man 
in this great office can only look to the inter- 
est of the Indian and not to that of the white 
man. The Indians knew what these leases 
meant when they went into them, and the 
reason for placing the royalty where it was, 
was for the purpose of developing this land, 
and that is the reason the government left 
it on a lower percentage than they did that of 
the Five Civilized Tribes.” 

The secretary asked why he was not bound 
to make as good a lease for the Indians as 
he could. Mr. Zeveley said that he could, 
but there was nothing to prove that it would 
benefit the Indians to reduce the acreage. “If 
it isn’t true that we have done better for them 
than any one else has done and if it isn’t true 
that we will continue to do better for them, 
then we have no standing here,” he said. 
“Having shown that we have added greatly to 


the riches of these people, we should not be 
turned out empty handed just at the time 
when it is getting profitable to us.” 

Mr. Lane asked if it is advisable that 680,- 
000 acres should be leased to more than one 
Mr. Zeveley replied that he did not 
think the mere matter of acreage should con- 


company. 


trol. The recent regulations have established 
25,000 acres, he pointed out, but there are 
lots of producers who can take not more than 
500 acres, and they would think 25,000 acres 
an outrage. 

Commissioner Lane asked if they could, by 
calling for bids on five, ten or twenty thou 
sand acres, do better for the Indians, and again 
Mr. Zeveley stated that he doubted it. “It is 
true there would be more people there,” he 
said, “but on the other hand, after they found 
a few dry holes they would abandon the 
property; on the other hand this company has 
never faltered in their continuance of this de 
velopment work; they have never had any 
conflicts with the Indians, only one with the 
department, and they feel that they have saved 
the Indians large sums of money. Then again, 
it must be remembered that out of the 680,- 
000 acres there are 156 sub-lessees, and their 
leases run with this one. It is the history of 
gas companies that you get better results when 
it is all owned by one large company.” 

The present lease will expire in March, 1916 
The reason they are asking for renewal thts 
early in the game is because it is their ex 
perience all over this territory that the cost 
of drilling is heavy, and the production com 
paratively light, and it would not pay to do 
any further drilling in the interim between 
the present time and the expiration of the 
lease if they could not be certain of renewal, 
as in the three years they would not reap 
enough to pay the producer for his drilling. 

P. A. Shinn appeared for the Osage tribe, 
and said that a great many people feel that 
if the sublessees can afford to pay 1-6 to the 
holding company they can afford to pay it to 
the Indians. 

Being asked how it would be best possible 
to discover what other parties might be willing 
to pay. Mr. Shinn said he thought the only 
way to discover that would be to have com- 
petitive bidding. 

As to limiting the acreage he thought it 
might eliminate the element of safety if they 
were to parcel it out among small companies. 
He called attention to the fact that quite a 
large number of the illuminating company 
stockholders are interested in the sub-leases, 
and that quite a large number of those sub- 
leases have not been developed. 

James & Nelson, for the smelter interests 
located near Bartlesville and all built to be op- 
erated withnatural gas, favored a large acreage, 
as it is the only way in which they consider 
it is possible to have a constant supply of 
gas necessary to continue in the business. A 
large area such as the illuminating company 
is asking for, will mean that they can count 
on a stated supply of gas. Otherwise these 
smelters, built for gas consumption only, can- 
not be developed further. 

Robert Galbreath opposed vigorously the re- 
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newal of any lease to the present holders. His 
own lease will expire at the same time, and he 
is not asking the government to favor him 
with a renewal. 

The secretary called his attention to the 
fact that they must do what would be best for 
the Indians and to the fact that it has been 
stated that drilling will gradually decrease un- 
til it will finally cease if the lease is not 
Galbreath stated they would drill 
up to the last and take their chances of get- 


renewed. 
ting a renewal. If they have demonstrated to 
the Indians that they are acting in good faith, 
he said the latter will meet them more than 
half way, and so will the government; the 
lease should be renewed at the proper time 
if they have proper grounds on which to ask 
for a renewal. “Independent producers are 
going to produce,” he said, “and the govern- 
ment will either go with the Standard Oil 
Co. and the pipe lines, or they will go with 
the Indians and the independent producers.” 

His experience for more than twelve years 
had been that it is the small producer from 
whom the best returns are secured, and he 
protested most vigorously against the element 
that is back of the movement for the renewal 
of the leases at this time. 

Frank Gillespie, chairman of a board repre- 
senting 500 or 600 individual oil producers, 
stated that his own individual opinion was 
that the holding of 680,000 acres by any one 
company was a blot on the government, and 
charged Mr. Barnsdale, with his 300 acres, is 
not doing any developing. His opinion was 
that no lease should be for more than 4,800 
acres as was originally the case. He differed 
with the secretary that rapid development 
would have the effect of reducing the price of 
oil. 

C. H. Merillat, representative of a certain 
faction of the Osage tribe, took a different 
view of the matter from Mr. Shinn. He said 
the tribe favors 16 2-3 or 1-6 as the rate of 
royalty whether under new leases or under 
renewals but want to act in good faith to the 
men who have already gone in and done de- 
velopment work. Speaking for his clients he 
said they would like to have the bids come in 
as soon as possible, as the Indians want de- 
velopment. 

Attorney Wilson, for the Uncle Sam Oil Co., 
interjected into the meeting the entire history 
of the fight which he carried on before the 
House committee last session, following the 
disapproval of their lease by 
Fisher. 

Wilson said the Uncle Sam is the only com- 
pany that asked for a large acreage actual 
competition with the Standard Oil interests. He 
held a one-eighth royalty is fair the country 
over. 

Secretary Lane asked J. D. Kelley, inde- 
pendent producer, what he would think of a 
proposition to put the royalty in figures per 
barrel with a minimum to increase with the 
price of the oil. 

J. D. Kelley answered that this was a new 
proposition, and he did not see how it would 
work out, especially as they have nothing to 
do with the price of the property which they 
sell. The conditions of the oil field should 
be kept up in such a way that they may be 
enabled to go on with the drilling, keep up 
their machinery and equipment and remain 
there to the end of time, in order that the 
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production may not decline, and that the oil 
may be gotten out at a good market price; 
and it ought to be done as soon as possible. 

J. J. Shea, representing independent pro- 
ducers, thinks there should be an immediate 
renewal, conditioned as to the amount of drill 
ing to be done. The result of a renewal will 
be the production of a greater amount of 
gas than has ever been produced. He took 
issue with the theory that it is the sole duty 
of the department to look after the interests of 
the Indians; the men who developed this in- 
dustry went down there as pioneers, and they 
are entitled to fair and decent treatment. He 
held that the drilling must stop unless some 
immediate action is taken; with a rising mar- 
ket in view it will be to the benefit of both 
Indians and producers that there should be 
immediate action. 

Perhaps the most lucid statement of the 
many made betore the secretary was that of 
John F. Palmer, a member of the Osage tribe 
He said the question is of more interest to 
the Osage Jndians than to any one else except 
the first lessees and the sub-lessees under 
them. As a member of the tribe, they have 
talked over this oil situation for two years, 
and it is true now as it has been in every 
such meeting in the past that only the inter- 
ests of the oil men have been considered and 
the interests of the tribe only in so far as the 
royalties are considered. 

Palmer differed from Mr. Merrilat as to the 
mineral rights. He said one-fifth of the land 
originally belonging to the Osage tribe now 
belongs to other people. The question of the 
leases is a very much mixed one, he said. A 
large majority of the Osage people have been 
opposed to the leasing; they feel that the 
Osage interests have been entirely overlooked. 
“We are more concerned with the allotment 
hill, he said, “providing that the Osage Indians 
should dwell on their lands; this is the vital 
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matter to them. The policy of accepting a 
one-sixth royalty might result in more injury 
than to accept a rental of one-eighth under 
certain restrictions.” 

Regarding another question as greatly im 
portant to the Osage tribe as the royalties 
from oil and gas, these agricultural interests, 
“if the present condition goes on,” he said, 
“they would soon be in a position where as 
an Indian tribe with lands granted to it they 
would have no lands left for agricultural pur- 
poses whatever.” Many of the Indians have 
built for themselves homes on the lands which 
they have been improving for the past thirty 
years, and as matters stand, there is no pro- 
tection of those lands from the right to drill 
on them for oil and gas, and the drilling en- 
tirely does away with their value for agricul- 
tural purposes; they were not dependent on 
the oil for their living, as they made it from 
the lands before oil or gas were ever dis- 
covered, and the taking away of these lands 
has necessarily caused these people to become 
dissatistied. This, to him, 1s a more important 
factor of the case than whether the royalty 
shall be one-sixth or one-eighth, and by reason 
of this drilling the value of the lands to the 
Osage tribe for agricultural purposes has been 
decreased anywhere from $2 to $10 per acre. 

An interpreter for Chief Lookout stated, at 
the request of the secretary, that they came 
here to listen to what the Indian Territory 
Illuminating Oil & Gas Co. should say, and 
said the proposition will be considered by them 
at the proper time. 

At an early date the department will enter 
upon a thorough investigation of the entire 
subject and thresh out the many varying 
statements that have been made by as many 
different interests, as it is evident no action 
will be taken until there is a thorough under 
standing of the entire situation and all its 
varying ramifications. 


Government Engineers Studying 


Gas Waste Will Aid Operators 


Washington, D. C.—For some time past 
Secretary Lane has had under consideration 
the reports of the engineers of the Bureau 
of Mines who have been investigating the 
alleged waste of natural gas and oil on the 
Indian lands in Oklahoma. There is a general 
feeling that in the interest not only of the 
Indians but of the public as well, every avail- 
able means should be exerted by the operating 
companies to prevent any undue waste of gas, 
and to accomplish this result, as far as may 
be, with entire fairness to all, especially to 
those who find the underlying oil development 
retarded by the presence of the gas. 


It is believed that, with the assistance of 
the department engineers or others following 
their own methods, operators may find some 
means of preserving the gas without entirely 
discontinuing the drilling for oil. There are 
states in which the preservation of the gas is 
accomplished, both where it occurs in the same 
strata and comes from the wells with the oil, 
or where the gas sand is encountered separate- 
ly: and it is along such lines that the Bureau 
of Mines is’ experimenting to 


ascertain 


whether or not the same methods can be ap- 
plied in Oklahoma. 

Secretary Lane believes every possible pre- 
caution should be taken to bring about the 
solution of these problems, and his most re- 
cent expression of opinion on this matter is as 
follows: 

The unnecessary waste of natural gas is 
probably the most discreditable, because the 
most unnecessary, waste connected with the 
development and use of this country’s mineral 
resources. In the State of Oklahoma there 
appear to be extensive supplies of both oil and 
gas; but in some of the fields the natural gas 
seems to have been already largely dissipated 
by unnecessary waste; and this waste in the 
less developed fields is still in progress. 

The oil and gas resources of Oklahoma oc- 
cur to a considerable extent in lands. still 
owned by ‘the Indians and under the general 
supervision of the Department of the In- 
terior. It is due not only to the land-owners, 
but to all the people of the State of Okla- 
homa, that these great resources should not be 
unnecessarily wasted; on the other hand they 
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should be developed and used in such manner 
as will promote the permanent prosperity of 
both the land-owners and the people of that 
state, and it is the duty of this department 
to contribute in any way that it can toward 
carrying out such a policy. 

Meanwhile, however, the department desires 


to see this without 


hardship on the oper- 


purpose accomplished 


working unnecessary 


ators of these oil and gas leases 


under its 
It has accordingly sent to the Okla- 


homa oil and gas fields 


control. 
several of its most 
experienced oil and gas engineers and chem- 
ists, and while there they will be glad to ren- 
der any possible service to parties operating 
oil and gas leases who may desire their co- 
operation. 

The department will also be glad to send to 
any parties operating oil and gas leases who 
may desire the same, copies of any publications 
relating to this subject that may have been 
issued recently or that may be issued 


after by the 


here- 


Bureau of Mines at Washing- 
ton. 

Gas occurring in the same strata and com- 
ing from the wells with the oil, after being 
separated from the oil, should not be wasted, 


as is now being done at a number of places in 
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Oklahoma. 
plans should be promptly developed to stop 
the waste and provide for the proper treat- 
ment and use of such gas. 


There, as is being done elsewhere, 


The department's 
engineers are now investigating methods by 
which this prevented else- 


waste is being 


where. Meanwhile, the department asks that 


shall 


problem for himself. 


each operator endeavor to solve this 

In general, every possible precaution must 
be taken to stop the present waste and pre- 
vent future waste of natural gas both in the 
wells and from connecting pipe lines, and also 
to prevent the wasteful use of gas about the 
wells. 

The department is issuing herewith a few 
changes in the regulations covering the opera- 
tions under oil and gas leases, which it has 
issued in the hope of stopping all unneces- 
sary waste of gas and of protecting the oil 
and gas bearing strata from the threatened in- 
flow of water. It asks all parties holding 
such leases to co-operate with it in making 
these new regulations effective, believing that 
such action on their part will, in the long 
run, contribute both to their own welfare and 
to the permanence of the oil and gas indus- 
try in Oklahoma. 


Outlook Poor For Green River, 
Utah, Field Say U.S. Geologists 


The United States Geological Survey has 
recently made an examination of a reported 
oil field in Grand county, Utah, south and 
southeast of 


Green river, but it found the 


surface indications for oi! less promising 
expected, and the development 
work up to date far from successful. 

The 


River and 


than was 
examined lies 
south of the 
Railroad. It extends eastward as 
far as the middle line of R. 20 E., and south 
to the center line of T. 24S. A report on 
the possibilities of finding oil in this field 
is now in preparation by C. F. Lupton, asso- 
ciate geologist of the survey. 

Prospecting for oil in this general region 
has been carried on at intervals for over 20 
years. About 1891 a well was drilled to a 
depth of 1,000 feet in the northwestern part 
of Grand county near the town of Green 
River. 


area Green 


Denver & Rio 


east of 


Grande 


The result was not encouraging, and 
no other development work was done until 
1899 and 1900, when three wells were 
drilled; two were located in Emery county 
west of Green River and the other in Grand 
county near Cisco. One of those in Emery 
county, situated about 10 miles southeast of 
Green River, yielded a little gas, and the 
other, 13 miles northwest of the same town, 
gave a trace of oil. The Cisco well yielded 
About 1910, owing to 
the finding at several localities of rocks sat- 
urated with oil and asphaltum and also to 
the constant increase in the price of pe- 


neither gas nor oil. 


troleum and its products, interest was again 
aroused in this field, and during the last 
three years several wells have been drilled. 
The results of this work have furnished only 
doubtful encouragement to those who have 
been most interested. Six of these wells 
have been drilled or are being drilled in the 
area mapped by the Geological Survey, and 


a summary of the results is given below. 

The Klondike well, in sec. 26, T. 23 S., R. 
of the school term there is held the F. A. 
19 E., was drilled by the Moab Oil Com- 
pany, of Utah, to a depth of about 700 feet. 
Gas was encountered at three horizons in 
this well, but the flows did not last long, 
as they. were cased off. No oil was reported. 
The Collins well, in sec. 20, T. 21 S., R. 17 
E., was drilled to a depth of more than 2,100 
feet. Small amounts of gas were encoun- 
tered at four places in this well. A trace of 
oil, as indicated by the rainbow color on the 
water, accompanied each flow of gas. The 
same company, it is reported, has begun 
another well about 1% miles farther east. 
The Levi No. 1 well, in sec. 25, T. 23 S., 
R. 18 E., is reported to have struck a little 
gas and a small quantity of oil. The Levi 
No. 2 well, in sec 35, T. 22 S., R. 17 E., was 
drilled to a depth of about 1,500 feet with- 
out encountering oil or gas. A 400-foot 
hole has been drilled near the Levi No. 2 
but no evidence of oil or gas was found. 
The Queen well, in sec. 18, T. 23 S., R. 19 
E., was drilled to a depth of 920 feet. No 
gas was encountered, but a “showing” of o# 
was obtained at 910 feet. About 45 or 50 
miles southwest of the town of Green River 
two wells are being drilled at the present 
time. 

Special attention has been given by survey 
geologists to the study of the rock folds, 
as in this general region the accumulation 
of oil is largely dependent on the presence 
of anticlines (upfolds) in the sandstone beds 
which, as a rule, are the rocks containing 
the oil where it is present. If oil and water 
occur in a bed of sandstone which is over- 
lain by impervious beds, the oil tends to 
rise above the water and to collect in the 
top of the sandstone along the axis of the 
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fold. If suitable folds are not present to re- 
tain the oil, it will be disseminated in minute 
globules throughout a great mass of the 
sandstone and will not collect at any one 
place in commercial quantity. If such a bed 
of sandstone is broken by faults which ex- 
tend to the surface, the oil disseminated 
through the rock adjacent to the fault plane 
may seep slowly into the opening, and at 
length find its way to the surface as an oil 
spring or seep which resembles in every 
way an oil seep rising from a commercial 
oil pool. In the recent examination it was 
found that the strata in the area southwest 
of the town of Green River dip gently to 
the north and northeast. There are no anti- 
clines or domes in which large quantities 
of oil or gas might be expected to collect, 
but a prominent fault zone, with a throw 
of a few hundred feet, extends in a north- 
west-southeast direction across the field, 
and about 4 miles north of this fault there 
is another which extends but a few 
on each side of Green River. 


miles 
One oil seep 
(known locally as “goin’s seep”) is on this 
fault near the south boundary of T. 21S, 
R. 16 E., and the rocks in the immediate 
vicinity are fairly well saturated with pe- 
troleum. Other faults of greater or 
throw were also observed. 


less 


According to reports from Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa., the Standard Oil Company at that place 
has commenced a price cutting war against 
Independent oil dealers. Although S. ©. 
tank wagon prices on gasoline are 1714 cents 
and 17 cents to quantity buyers, customers 
of the Independents are being quoted 16 
cents per gallon on S. O. gasoline, with no 
hiding of the reason behind it that the In- 
dependents’ competition there is too strong 
to suit their royal majesties. 


The Miller Refining Company, Chanute, 
Kansas, has purchased the plant of the 
Humboldt Refining Company, at Humboldt, 
Kansas, and will immediately install new 
stills to raise the capacity of the plant to 
1,000 barrels per day, using Oklahoma crude 
principally. Additional tank capacity for 
storage will also be erected at the Hum- 
boldt plant. The new plant will be ready 
for operation within six weeks. 

In connection with the purchase of the 
Humboldt refinery, the Miller Company se- 
cured possession of the Humboldt’s former 
tank station at Iola, Kansas, for the Miller 
Oil Company, giving that company dis- 
tributing points at Chanute, Humboldt, and 


lola, Kansas, and Clinton and Custer City, 
Okla. 


Fire of unknown origin destroyed the 
canning department, wagon shed, stable and 
feed room of the Liberty Oil Company, 
New Orleans, La., recently. The loss was 
practically covered by insurance. 


W. H. Isom, general manager of the Cu- 
dahy Refining Company, has had a siege 
of ill health for the last several months, in- 
cluding an operation while at Coffeyville 
some time ago. He is now reported to be 
improving, and is up on his farm in Mich- 
igan, but it is not expected he will be back 
on the job again for some few weeks. 
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Oklahoma Advances Despite the Surplus 


\ five-cent advance in the Mid-Continent crude oil market, 
from 88 to 93 cents a barrel, the largest single advance probably 
in the history of that field, was made July 7 by the Prairie Oil 
& Gas Company, an ex-S. O. pipe line subsidiary. The National 
Refining Company and the Gulf and Texas companies followed. 

The advance comes in the face of an increase in oil put in 
storage amounting to 279,990 barrels for the month of June. How- 
ever, the June report shows that, although the daily average runs 
for June amount to 175,304 barrels, they are 2,100 barrels more 
than the average daily runs for the year 1913 to date, and there has 
been a still larger increase in shipments; shipments for June aver- 
age 165,971 barrels, as against an average for the year to date of 
161,695 barrels. These are the largest averages in the history of 
the field. In 1912, the daily average runs for the first six months 
were 128,623 barrels, and the shipments 140,519. 

The reason for the price advance this week, therefore, has 
been quite mystifying to the producer and others interested. 
Many producers have been betting that the market was going 
down, by reason of the fact that Oklahoma oil was going into 
storage. These producers were overlooking the fact that the 
Standard Oil Company was drawing about three barrels out of 
Illinois storage for every barrel that they were putting into Mid- 
Continent storage, so that the increase in stocks in Mid-Continent 
eld is a matter of bookkeeping only. 

By many others the reason is given as an effort on the part 
of the Standard Oil Company to put the many new Independent 
refiners in the Oklahoma field in the hole. Within the last six 
months there have been half a dozen or more new refineries built 
in the field of very fair capacities. These plants are topping the 
crude for gasoline and fuel oil only, and it has long been no secret 
that the Standard Oil Company is opposed to the use of Oklahoma 


crude for fuel purposes. In order to get this oil to run their 
plants, these Independent refiners have had to put on a premium, 
From the fact that the first advance in several months was five 
cents instead of two or three cents, many people believe that this 
shows the aggressiveness of the Standard Oil Company, and they 
point to similar big advances in the Pennsylvania field last win- 
ter, which were the cause of the Independent refiner in the East 
having to give up the premium entirely, owing to the fact thaf 
the Standard forced them too close to the refined markets. 

It is also suggested that perhaps the Standard intends to make 
the Waters-Pierce people and the foreign interests pay more 
money, not only for their crude production, which, it is reported, 
they are buying, but in the event the German monopoly bill is 
put into effect this winter, of forcing the Germans to pay more 
than they can afford, under even the maximum price fixed in the 
bill for kerosene. It is generally understood that the bulk of the 
kerosene for Germany, should this bill go through as it now 
seems it will, will come from the Independent refineries of the 
Southwest. 

In view of all these things it is, therefore, difficult to say 
whether or not the advance will stop at 93 cents or whether Okla- 
homa crude will jump up to the level of Illinois or even above 
it, as many say it should. 

The pipe line report for June shows: 

The daily runs for June are: Prairie, 98,504 bbls.; Gulf, 22,800; 
Texas, 23,000; Independents, 31,000; Total, 175,304 bbls. 

Daily deliveries are: Prairie, 89,171; Gulf, 22,800; Texas, 23,- 
000: Independents, 31,000; total, 165,971. 

Stocks at the close of June: Prairie, 41,653,326 bbls.; Gulf, 
5,250,000; Texas, 2,750,000; total, 49,653,326. 


May Was Oklahoma’s Hish Water Month in This Field 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
TULSA, OKLA,., July 5.—May, 1913, holds 


ing all that statistics are popularly supposed 


by the men who accept those statistics as be- ified statistical publications in the business 


offered its monthly summary of field opera- 


the record for oil field operations. Not since to be. I don’t believe there is another industry tions wherein a claim was put forth of so 


the industry came into existence has there 


in which trade figures are so largely the re- 


many wells completed during the month. The 


been another month that even approached the sult of guesswork and ulterior motive. “If ‘figure was something over 900. Yet in the 
one just closed in field activity. And it is you can't get the exact figures make an esti- analysis by fields, which followed on the same 


quite likely that the record thus established 
will stand for some time, because there are 
several very good reasons why field work may 
not logically be expected to further increase, 
chief of which is that the sultry, discouraging tical] platitudes. 
days of summer are upon us, and that most 
courageous of all known animals, the wild- 
catter, is beginning to “get his” in a way that 
is practically certain to make him a trifle more 
cautious for a time at least. 

And the unprecedented activity of May was 
not confined to any one field, but was char- 
acteristic of all. But when it comes to setting 
down the cold figures in statistics, it is a dif- 
ferent proposition. I have had sufficient ex- 
perience with the statistical end of the oil 
game to know that it is taken too seriously 


mate and stick to it; who is going to question 
it?” I’ve heard that policy enunciated so often more than 1,500. As a matter of general 
that I have many times wondered just who 
it was that was being fooled by these statis- 


when there were four 
distinct statistical authorities covering the 
Oklahoma-Kansas field, and yet there never 
was a time when they were within a hundred 
wells of each other either as to completions States government which long accepted oil 


There was a time 


or new work, and rarely indeed were they 
closer than a thousand barrels as to new pro- 
duction. I say it is largely a matter of shirt- 
sleeve guess-work—this oil statistic business, 
and the statistics themselves prove it. 
MUFFED ITS OWN DOPE. 


Not so very long ago one of the most dig- 


page, the number of completions was placed at 


knowledge and absolute fact both figures were 
ludicrously erroneous. The gentleman who 
prepared these so-called statistics volunteered 
to a friend that they were faked as the only 
way out of the dilemma caused by his being 
called on to prepare the table. 

The statistical department of the United 


statistics ready made, has at least begun to 
realize that something is wrong, and only. last 
fall had a man in the field for the purpose of 
reconciling the figures of the various and sun- 
dry statisticians. I don’t know if he was suc- 
cessful. 

The completions in Oklahoma during the 
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month of May are given at &&4 for a 


total production of $2,188 barrels, with 136 


dry and 76 gassers and 1,047 either rigs or 


drilling at the close of the month. The fig 
ures are iffered b one ot the statistical au 
thorities and in completions and production 
are as accurate as possible, but in rigs and 
Irilling wells are considered unduly exces 

Phe figures for Kansas are: Completed, 190; 
production, 1,874: dry, 30; gas, 35; new work, 
rigs and drilling, 174 


In Oklahoma the subdivision known as 
Creek county, which includes practically all 


well detined pools south and west of Tulsa 


except Cushing, led with a production of 10, 


241 barrels, Cushing comes next with 9,587 
barre ls, and the Bartlesville, or Cl erokee deep 
sand district third, with 8,184 harrels 


\nd it is a strange thing that only within 
recent weeks has the ever existing importance 
if the Bartlesville district begun to dawn on 
the fellows as a whole. Here is a district that 
was the first to become famous in Oklahoma, 
and that has been steadily not only producing 
but developing for ten years, still producing al- 
most a third of the oi} taken out of the state. 
In making this assertion the reader should un- 
derstand that the entire Cherokee deep sand 
district is referred to as the Bartlesville dis- 
trict, together with that portion of the Osage 
first developed, and which almost borders the 
town. And in field activity that section again 
holds up. In rigs and drilling wells it comes 
into the present month with 281, being ex- 
ceeded in this respect only by the subdivision 
known as Creek county, which has 319. And 
in number of completions during the month 
just closed this subdivision led all with 364 
as against 240 for Creek 

In this old district there 1s nothing sensa- 
tional, though a gasser near Dewey during 
the month in territory that had Jong been 


passed over, came mighty near breaking the 
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record. It was drilled in by Stubbs & Low, 
and is said to be exceeded in volume only 
by the famous burning gasser near Caney, 
Kan., which seven or eight years ago was the 
talk of oil cricles and newspaperdom tor a 
fortnight, during which time it detied all 
efforts to bring it under control. But the d 
velopment work is almost altogether by rule 
of thumb. The operator knows precisely what 
he is to encounter when he starts drilling, 
runs amuck of nothing strange, and feels him- 


self more certain of getting paying produ 


tion. For instance out of the 364 completions 
of Jast month only 24 were dry, while Creek 
county, the next nearest in number of com 
pletions and the leader on production for the 
month, had 70 bad ones 

Nothing in the field operations in either 
Kansas or Oklahoma during the month even 
suggests the discovery of a new pool to take 
the place of Cushing which, were it not for the 
almost unprecedented development work there 
in drilling up proven territory, would be going 
down full as fast as Blue Creek, W. Va. Aside 
from three wells in the Okmulgee district, one 
of which was reported at 1,800 barrels, and 
the other two at 1,200 barrels, the completions 
for the entire month were of the ordinary, to- 
be-expected kind. 

The Shallenberger well just south of Tulsa 
in territory that earlier work had condemned, 
and which started off in a rather sensational 
way, caused no little excitement for a time, 
and there were those who thought they saw 
in this well the makings of something big 
Now that all hands have had the opportunity 
to carefully study the old maps and note the 
holes that didn’t, there is a more sober feeling, 
and a disposition to await the return from 
Jack Crosby’s test one location west. If this 
should show a pool the oil folks are almost 
certain to spoil the south suburbs of Tulsa, 
for the well is only a mile from the city 
limits. 


Oklahoma Now Giving Daily 
About 175,000 bbls. of Crude 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

TULSA, OKLA., July 3.—The present 
daily production of the Oklahoma field is esti- 
mated to be 175,000 barrels. In other words the 
unparalleled activity on the part of the driller 
has resulted in achieving what many wise ones 
held to be impossible—an increase in produc- 
tion 

The chief significance in development work 
now going on here is not in the location of the 
wells, but in the number of them. The in- 
dividual operators are, of course, interested 
in every test, but the affliated oil interests 
throughout the world are interested in the 
herculean efforts being made to find new pro- 
duction of profitable volume 

In the various Oklahoma fields there are 
between eleven and twelve hundred wells in 
process. Very inaccurate figures on the num- 
ber drilling at the close of May showed 936 
in Oklahoma. Precise accuracy at the present 
time would show at least 1,125. And these 
are scattered all over the area marked by the 
state geologist as “probable oil producing ter- 
ritory.” Some of them are in known pro- 
ducing pools, others in territory that has been 


abandoned, while still others are miles from 
any other test 

There are wells being carried in the drilling 
column that were there six months ago 
Chandler, Okla., started a well to test out 
the town site nearly a year ago. It was given 
up at 2,520 feet not long after a siege of 
ten months. Chandler is in the redbed forma- 
tion, and the average driller likes the redbed 
formation precisely as the devil likes holy 
water. By going on down to 3,000 feet the 
contractor could have pulled down a thousand 
dollar bonus, but as he had dropped several 
thousand dollars to carry out his contract of 
2,500 feet, he quit at the first place he found 
where the quitting was good. 

LEASERS OFFER EVERYTHING. 

There are ten thousand lease speculators and 
scalpers operating in Oklahoma at the present 
time. Nothing like it was ever known before. 
Some of them have offices and some of them 
haven't; some of them operate along legitimate 
lines and others will cloud title or do anything 
else to make quick money. And most of them 
are making a living. For you can sell any- 
thing in the shape of a possible oil lease. Dry 


Cleveland, O. 


holes drilled a few years ago don’t condemn 
anything now. Possibly the elements down be 
low are busy making oil pools right along, pos- 
sibly it is just chance, but it is a fact that 
many recent strikes have occurred on sections, 
half sections, and, in some cases, quarter sec 
tions and even forties, that had dry holes 
drilled on every side. 


The fellows that put down the dry ones 
three or four years ago are willing to makc 
oath that the oil wasn’t there then. But the 
hectic fever of today forced several 
novices into these arid holes and sent them 
out with a comfortable nestegg. 


A\ recent instance of this kind was almost 
in the suburbs of South Tulsa. Several tests 
were drilled in the bottoms south of town dur 
ing the early days of the development work 
The experienced oil men passed up all of the 
acreage for quite a distance round about. Rush 
& Son, architects at one time and again quit 
recently, bought a forty in the edge of the 
bottom, and started a truck farm. The tract 
lay along side of one of these old dry holes 
But Shallenberger, Sauer et al, organized a 
company, leased the Rush tract and started a 
well. The wise ones laughed, but kept clos¢ 
watch. The wise ones always keep a close 
look-out on everything that looks like an oil 
well 

The well came in the other day. It is re 
ported as making 150 barrels through several 
hundred feet of water and without casing. 
Some of the conservative producers estimate it 
as easily worth 450 barrels a day when going 
under favorable conditions. Jack Crosby rushed 
down there and paid $8,000 for a 16-acre tract, 
the only thing that was lying loose, and has 
a drilling machine punching away on it now 

HARD WORK FOR INCREASE. 

The production is increasing but there is 
an immense army of men in the field to make 
it increase. One company alone is running 22 
strings of tools at Cushing. Cushing will not 
last many more months at that rate. Notwith 
standing the activity in every part of the state, 
no other pool of speakable promise or dimen- 
sions is in sight. The wildcat ventures will 
hegin to report about the first of next month, 
and will be heard from regularly for a time 
thereafter. Then what? 

It is just that question that is causing con 
siderable worry all along the line. At the 
present rate of development work and wildcat 
prospecting, Oklahoma will be pretty thorough 
ly tested out by next spring at most. Unless 
new pools are opened the testing will end the 
story and production will decline by leaps and 
bounds. And then what? 

The same old question again. Men are not 
going to continue to put down holes just for 
the fun there is in spending the money. <A lot 
of fellows who have taken fortunes out of 
the field here are gambling heavily on wildcat 
wells. Charley Wrightsman, who made a kill- 
ing at Cushing after opening the field, is play- 
ing the game like the man who had a system 
for breaking the bank at Monte Carlo. His 
ventures are scattered all over the known pro- 
ducing area, yet are outside of any known 
pool. And some of them indicate that his luck 
is holding good. But you can bet your last 
copper that Judge Wrightsman has both eyes 
open and his ear to the ground. It will not 
take many clouds of dust to make him draw in 
his forces and lie down. Oklahoma is the 
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very center of oil activity just now. It is 
considered the one best bet. And it is. But 
it will be interesting indeed to watch develop 
ment for the next few months 

W. M. Dunham, to an extent far greater 
than any other man distinctly without the com- 
hine fences, has an intelligent, correct grasp 
or the situation. Within ten years his tables 
and articles will read like the prophecies of a 


NINETEEN DRY HOLES 
IN ONE SUNNY DAY 


Wildcatters are Getting Cold 
Feet Despite this Hot Weather 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

TULSA, OKLA., July 3.—The dry ones 
ire beginning to make a notse that is almost 
certain to make itself heard before long. One 
day recently 19 of them were reported, and 
they are becoming so common that the aver- 
age wildcatter, and that means every man 
operating in the field, runs down the oil col- 
umn of the local paper with much the same 
outward appearance evinced by a_ panicky 
horse during a Fourth of July celebration. 

\nd some of the most experienced side- 
liners in the business hold that this wildcatting 
business in Oklahoma is being carried to al- 
most criminal lengths, that territory is being 
plunged into that has not the slightest chance 
to be productive, that more money is being 
lost right now than is being made, etc.. etc. 


Which is good only as far as it goes. The 
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fact remains that surface indications ar 
geological dope sheets are worth precisel 
what they are worth and no more, and_ that 
oil is where it is found and not elsewhere 
is being proven almost every day. The Prairix 
Oil & Gas Co., within the past three years, 
has made an exhaustive investigation of every 
locality in Oklahoma. For this work it has 
used the best men to be found. And it is 
not a secret that the Prairie’s reports con 
demn everything south of Okmulgee count 
and west of Range 6, the two directions in 
which many of the enthusiasts are trying to 
trace out producing territory to the limits of 
the map. 

All of which is not at all conclusive, for 
some of the same experts who turned in this 
report also condemned unsparingly the terri 
tory that is now known as the Cushing poo! 
\t that time it was their deliberate judgment 
that not a barrel of production would be found 
west of Range 8. 

On the other hand—the wildcat hand as it 
were—there is a persistent belief that a pool 
is to be opened in Okfuskee county, that the 
trend will ke traced south and east clear into 
Texas and possibly to a connection with the 
Caddo and Beaumont fields. Still another 
coterie of theorists believe that a pool will 
be opened south and west of Fort Smith, Ark., 
in the mountain region of Oklahoma. The gas 
production secured in the vicinity of Fort 
Smith is responsible for this, it being held 
that where so much gas exists there must he 
petroleum near by. And all of these dopesters 
tind little difficulty in securing capital to pros 


pect their theories. Nor is the end yet 


UNCLE SAM CROWD 
“PINCHED” BY U. 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

TULSA, OKLA., July 5.—The issue long 
pending between the Department of the In 
terior and the ultra-political wing of the Osage 
Indian tribe became joined June 28, when the 
federal grand jury in the United States Court 
for the Western District of Oklahoma, sitting 
at Enid, returned indictments against a dozen 
of the Osage adherents, charging them with 
conspiracy to defraud the government 

The men indicted were arrested on the first 
day of July and gave bond in the sum of 
$2,600 each for their appearance at the fall term 
of the court. They are: H. H. Tucker, presi- 
dent of the Uncle Sam Oil Co.: John Leahy, 
of Pawhuska, a prominent Democratic poli 
tician; W. T 


Palmer, an Osage lawyer and one of the most 


Pawhuska; John 


Leahy, of 


resourceful members of the tribe: Wesley M 
Dial. of Foraker, member of the council re 
moved by Secretary Fisher for cause; Albert 
L.. Wilson, general attorney for the Uncle 
Sam Oil Co.; W. C. Plumb, of Kansas City; 
\. W. Comstock, Scott, W. S 


Mathews and Ed Brown, all of Pawhuska 


Eugene 


The case is a result of an investigation of 
the department of the four so-called blanket 
leases which the council granted certain oi! 
interests, the most active of which was the 
Uncle Sam Oil Co., and the bitter fight of that 
company and its friends to try and save them, 
a fight which brought about the retiring of 


the Indians’ counsel under charges. 


power plant on your lease ? 


OIL ATTENTION! 


With the price of Crude Oil higher than it has been in over seventeen years, and with ‘good times”’ ahead for 
the PRODUCER, don’t you think that this is the proper time to commence figuring with us on the installation of a 


OUR TERMS ARE EASY—TIME OR CASH 
Consider, also, the Fuel Economy by the Use of the Emery Gas Driven Air Compressor 


E EMERY MACHINE COMPANY 


BRADFORD, PA. 
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Producers’ New Body Loudly Asks “Why This Low Price”? 


Members Point to Vast Difference Between 
the Eastern and the Western ‘Market’’ 


(By Special Correspondent.) 


TULSA, OKLA., July 3.—The present 


x official organization tl producers in Okla 
. homa appears t m the surface more nearly 
the genuine article than any of the many that 
have gone betore it if s headed by Bob 
Galbreat Glenn Pool Fame and has 
mong its active leading spirits s men as 
Frank Gillespie and C. J. Wrightsman. Not 
one « the three I speak ment out 
I meeting 
\t a meeting ‘ g tion a few days 
ag ed for the purpos { discussing State 
Senator Campbell Russell's proposal to double 
the gross production tax on oil—a proposition, 
3 hy the way, that is based on that legislative 
e of the business that has come to 
be proverbial not to say perpetual—in spite of 
e ora of the subject under discussion the 
a talkfest got av rom everybody present and 
a cere nto the also serious topic of the low 
p rice of Okla 1a crude when compared to the 
princely prices paid the Pensylvania and east 
3 ern producers grade only scantily more 
protitable as a refining oil 
The sentiments expressed showed clearly that 
the producers are alive to the fact that they 
i are again being made the goat much in the 
same manner as under the old gravity system 
f grading crude, which system didn't fall of 
its own weight, as some writers aver, but tell 
because the powers that-be realized that the 
producers had stood for it about as long as 
they would 
Some of the speakers present pointed out 
the explanation offered the purchasing com- 
several months ago, when Oklahoma was 
ehind eastern grades only about 80 cents. 
This explanation was that the then difference 
etwee Ok] ind Pennsylvania repre- 
sented the differencs gerade of oi] and the 
stance of the two fields from marketing cen- 
ters his speaker pointed out that if this 
< expla on was valid in the days when both 
grades were low, the also holds good now, 
E nd that Oklahom 1 should he quoted only 
80 cents below Pennsylvania instead of $1,70 
PRICE SERIOUS QUESTION. 
ae This price question must inevitably command 
the most serious consideration of the Okla- 
homa producer \s a matter of simple fact 
Pennsylvania crude has not a penny on the 
a rude production at Cushing Yet Cushing 


does not command a penny more than the 18 
degree oil of southern WKansas 


the produ 


If the gravity 


system robbed ers What is the pres- 


ent system doing but ro vbing them, at least 
the producers of high grade crude? 
Nor can the remoteness from refinery and 


1 


argued, for the Oklahoma 


field has within the past eighteen months be 


market longer be 


come a refining the largest 


refineries in existence are either operating or 


center. Some of 


in course of construction here, and there are 
scores of smaller ones running at full capacity. 


Now that producers are beginning to con- 


sider the subject we expect to see development. 


The 


Oklahoma field and can advance the argument 


Standard Oil Co. has no re 


above mentioned with more or less good faith. 


held, 


over the 


The other concerns, with refineries in the 


are 1 most cases paying a premium 


market quoted by the three transporting com 
panies. 
Standard 


through 


The two biggest competitors of the 


are simply “meeting each rais 


necessity and refuse to do any price 


setting for themselves through fear of a price 


war. 

That about describes the market situation in 
Oklahoma. The oil is worth more, but there 
seems to be only one concern with nerve 


enough to make a market 


\s the Oklahoma producers investigate the 
subject they will come to a realization of the 
significance of the sensational advances which 
carried Pennsylvania grades to $2,50 by several 
7-cent advances within a week. They will 
find that the premium system practiced by a 
few independent concerns in the eastern dis 
tricts was knocked into a cocked hat as a re 


sult of 


that sensational period in the eastern 


market, and they will take hope or despair, 


that 
Oklahoma is in for just such an experience at 


as the case may be, when they realize 


no distant day. 
\ll of the smaller independent retiners of 
Oklahoma find it necessary to 


pay a premium 


over the market in order to keep their stills 
going. Pretty nearly every one remembers 


le proposed contract tendered the producers 
ot Cushing by the Waters-Pierce people. And 


small 


t 


the Waters-Pierce people, while not 


concern by any means, are in most cases pay 


ing a premium for 


the 


their crude just the same as 
small refiner. 
This is all easy sailing for the producer so 
long as production is increasing and the Prairi 
Oil & Gas Co 


month 


is putting oil in storage every 
But there must inevitably come a tim 
when the production will not furnish all of the 
and leave enough over to fill 


daily demands 


up empty storage tanks. That day is a lot 
closer than most folk realize 
the tanks of the big 


begin to drain empty one after another, just 


When it arrives 


and some of concerns 


as they did in the Pennsylvania regions; when 
the small refineries and other independent con- 
cerns are diverting more and more production 
by their premium system, 
itself 


then history will 


repeat and there will be a sensational 


week or month or season in the Oklahoma 
market, and after the smoke has cleared away 
there will be a stable market with not a pre- 
mium offerer in sight. 


It's coming just as certain as fate. 
GUARD COMPETITION. 

\nd what will be the 
dependent producer? Let 
Oklahoma he at 


effect on the in- 


him figure that 


out for himself. In least 
has one factor on his side that 


did 


foreign interests. 


his eastern 
the 
And just here I want to 
go on record as affirming that the bright- 
est, most hopeful day the Oklahoma pro- 


brethren not possess. I refer to 


ducer has experienced in the history of his 


career was that day on which the foreign 
ers finally determined to invade the Okla 
homa oil field with their money and thei 
plans. And I say this regardless of how 
the tight between these interests and the 
so-called) purely American concerns. may 
vo. But for the foreigners the conditions 
of this field today would be vastly differ- 
ent and vastly more inimical to the inde- 


pendent producer. 


But while there is no competition in th: 


crude market there is and there has been 
for months the keenest possible compe 
tition in the market for production. Thre 
years ago—two years ago and even less, 
there was almost an established price on 


production. 
500 


you would 


If you had a lease producing 
barrels per day and desired to sell it, 
offer it to one of the pipe line 
would th 
another to 


companies. Possibly you 


same time invite consider it 


You could get only one at a time to give 
you consideration, and the figures submit- 
ted by each would be about the same, $270 
to $300 fact there 
time when a very insidious effort was made 


per barrel. In was a 
to press-agent the notion into general ac 
ceptance that production was worth pre 


cisely $270 per barrel, no more and no les: 
FOREIGNERS CHANGED PRICE. 
If there was any appreciable change in 
the first big for 
eign purchase I would like to hear of it 


these conditions before 
Certainly | have no present knowledge o! 
it. But after the foreign interests invaded 
the field and began to buy production there 
was instant change. 


Under the old system no pipe line com 
pany would consider production on which 
Now deals 
foreign interests at 
protitable 


another company was figuring. 
with exceed 
knocked in 
every conceivable manner and the expiring 
options snapped up by the Standard peopl: 
at the figures of 


pending 


ingly figures are 


the expiring option o1 
raised without a question. In this manne: 
production has gone to four, five, six and 
in some seven hundred dollars 


a barrel, and we have heard nothing about 


cases even 
a fixed price on production for more tha: 
a’ year. 

very man with production to sell knows 
that he has something that three pipe lin: 
companies and a interest want, 
and he usually manages to pull down a 
little higher price than the last sale beforé 
his, 


foreign 


| had the whole case put to me in a nut 
sheli by a very able, clever and unques- 
tioned authority. “If the foreigners, who 
are fighting us in every refined market in 
the world,” he said, “are permitted to get 
a foothold at our point of supply, then it 
is only a matter of time until they hav: 
us walking the floor.” 

And again: “The only hope for the pipe 
line companies is for them to own their 


production outright; in no other way can 
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they remove themselves from the hazards 
of supply.” 

The present competition is based on this 
last thought. It is the effort of the pipe 
line companies to own their own produc- 
tion—enough to make them independent of 


the producer and the foreign and independ- 


ent interest that threatens a supremacy 


that has been described as coming from 
on high. 

President Galbreath and asso- 
ciates dig deep enough and rouse suffi- 


cient co-operation among their fellow pro- 
ducers they will certainly excite develop- 
ments that will be interesting and ‘bene- 
cial alike. They 
and aided by every independent 
the industry. 


should be encouraged 


element 


CAN’T KEEP CUSHING 
FROM HEAVY DECLINE 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
TULSA, OKLA., July 5.—Cushing is 


declining in spite of the activity in that 
‘ield. The effort to trace the pool south 
has been all but abandoned. There is still 
a disposition to follow the northeast trend 
with a view of connecting it up with Cleve- 
land, and advance acerage is being more or 
less sought and some advance wells drill- 
ing, but the general opinion is that the 
pool has been defined. A large per cent 
of operations now going on is on proven 
The determination to fully develop 
at once seems to be universal, and is 
prompted no doubt by the more or less 
conviction that conditions may not always 
be as good for the producer as now. 


leases. 


Waters-Pierce began running oil from 
Cushing to its Sand Springs storage tanks 
about the middle of last month. This com- 
pany has two 35,000-barrel tanks at its 
Sand Springs refinery site, which is about 
34 miles from the pool. As is usual with 
iw lines several leaks made their appear- 
ince, but only the ordinary delay was 
caused. 

Pipe line interests are agitated by a 
notice served on them by the state board 
of equalization that their lines will be as- 
sessed for taxation at first cost. That is 
to say the board proposes to pass this 
property for levy on the actual cost of 
construction. It is said that 2-inch lines 
will be valued at $630 per mile and 8-inch 
lines at $4,706 per mile. Steel storage 
tanks will be returned on the basis of 22 
cents per barrel of capacity, and wooden 


Phillip H. Brennan 


Are your lease lines accurately located ? 

A mistake in your boundaries may cost you 
thousands of dollars. 

We can settle your doubts. 

We have all the U. S. Government survey 
plats and data for the Mid-Continent field. 


Brennan & Rooney 


Contractors and Engineers 
Culbertson Building 
Tulsa, Okla. 


L. J. F. Rooney 


tanks at 30 cents. Those directly inter- 


ested assert that this valuation is tre- 


mendously excessive and without a_ pre 
cedent, and a stiff fight is promised. 


MORE RECEIVERS FOR 
KANSAS NATURAL GAS 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
TULSA, OKLA., July 5.—The poor old, 
water-soaked Natural Gas Co. now 
has enough receivers to either make or break 


Kansas 
any corporation. As a result of an application 
made to Judge L. M. Poe, of Tulsa, July 3, 
by the attorney-general of Kansas through ex 
Senator Chester Long and F. A. Lathiel, of 
Independence, Kan., and A. J. Biddison, of 
Tulsa, J. T. Overfield and R. S. Litchfield, 
both of Independence, Kan., were appointed 
receivers for the Kansas City Pipe Line Co., 
and the Marnett Mining Co., both subsidiaries 
of the Kansas Natural. The bonds of the re 
ceivers were fixed at $25,000 each for the 
Kansas City Pipe Line Co., and $50,000 each 
for the Marnett Mining Co., and were at once 
filed and accepted. 

The receivers are well-known men in the 
Mid-Continent oil field. Mr. Overfield is, and 
has been for years, gneeral manager of th: 
Cudahy oil interests in the southwest. It was 
under his management that the Cudahy prop- 
erties in the Bartlesville district were de- 
veloped. It will be recalled, by those posted, 
that the Cudahy people held the only oil lease 
to mining lands in the Cherokee nation issued 
under the famous regulations promulgated by 
Hoke Smith when he was Secretary of the 
Interior under Grover Cleveland. This lease 
covered the section on which the town of Bar- 
tlesville is built, and was the first Cherokee 
land to feel the drill bit. 


WE WILL PAY CASH 


For good Second-hand Pipe 
and Casing 


QUOTATIONS SOLICITED 


TEXAS SUPPLY CO. - BEAUMONT, TEXAS 


Mr. Litchfield is a capitalist of Independ- 


ence, Kan., whose affiliations are quite well 


known to the trade. Both he and Mr. Over- 
tield have extensive interests in Oklahoma. 


A geologist from the U. S. Geological 
Survey reports that there is no oil to be 
found in the region of Anderson, S. C. This 
is very disappointing to the residents of 
that district who were positive that they 
were living over the greatest oil pool the 
world had ever known, and insisted that 
their representatives in Congress get the 
survey to verify that fact. 


The Muskogee Refining Company, Mus- 
kogee, Okla., has brought suit against the 
Waters-Pierce Oil Company for $11,358.78, 
claiming this amount due on the sale of the 
light products to the Pierce interests. 


The report that the Waters-Pierce Oil 
Company, now capitalized at $400,000 will 
be re-organized with a capital stock of 
$10,000,000 and the money supplied by the 
Rothschilds who are heavily interested in 
European oil companies, has been denied 
by the Rothschild interests. However, 
there seems no doubt but what the Waters- 
Pierce people have arranged to put some 
more money in their business. The ques- 
tion of who is furnishing that money is 
still unanswered. 
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Bradford Well 1s Now in the 


Drilling the Deep Well at Bradford, Pa., R. ]. Hoffman, President of the Company, is in the Center 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
BRADFORD, PA., July 7.—The tirst test 
well of the Bradford Deep Well Co. has been 
drilling now off and on for nearly a vear. The 
depth is now 5,570 feet and the drillers ex 
pect to go to at least 6,000 feet before giving 


up the work as a lost cause 


The company, which is capitalized at $25,- 
O00, started drilling August 20, 1912. The 
Bradford sand was encountered at 1,120 feet, 


and the drill passed through it at 1,198 feet 
from 1,467 to 1.490 feet the Kane sand was 
encountered, and then came a= slate and 
shale formation 

from 3,669 to 3,700 feet there was a pencil 
‘ave in the slate formation, and the drillers 
experienced considerable trouble. A sand was 
found at 4,065 feet This formation was 
black with white pebbles, which continued un- 
til the drill reached 4,095 feet From 4,095 
to 4,415 feet there was a lime formation 
Fkrom 4,115 to 4,135 feet was a dark flint 
formation. bkrom 4,135 to 4.155 feet was a 
sand formation in which the first oil was 
found, and which was estimated to amount to 
hout two barrels a day. While going down 
from 4,155 to 4,225, the drillers encountered 


pocket of gas. The gas-bearing laver was 


thought to be about 10 feet in thickness. At 
1235 feet to 4490 feet there was lime again 
From 4,490 to 4,520 feet there was a layer 
of pure salt. The lime formation was found 
from 4,520 to 4,596 feet Salt was found 
again at from 4,596 to 4,606 feet. From 4,606 
to 4,638 there was a lime formation, and salt 
from 4,638 to 4,685 feet. The formation was 
of lime and salt from 4,685 to 4.733 feet. 

\t a depth of 4.723 feet the well caved badly 
and the hole was treated to a dose of cement 
to 4,780 feet with good results. For a dis- 


tance between 4,884 feet and 5,010 feet lime 


and shells were brought up in the bailer. On 
down to 5,170 feet the gormation was lime 
again. From 5,170 to 5,185 feet was a gray 


and very hard sand, 5,185 to 5,200 lime forma 


tion, 5,200 to 5,260 feet, sand, 5,260 to 3,320 
feet lime. It was at this depth that the com 
pany and drillers thought they had reached the 
Clinton sand. Krom 5,320 to 5,380 feet, or for 
a depth of 60 feet the formation was of sand 
\ broken sand was found between 5,320 and 
5.495 feet. From 5,495 feet to the present 
level the formation has been of slate and 
shale. 


RUN BAILER TEN MINUTES. 

Many visitors are now inspecting the deep 
well daily and there is much interest in the 
progress of the work. At a depth of 5,550 
feet it required 10 minutes to run the bailer 
and an equal length of time to haul the 
bailer out. The well is cased for 350 feet with 
10-inch casing and for 50 feet with 13-inch 
casing. During all the time the deep well has 
been drilling there has never been an accident 
to the employes or others and on but two oc- 
casions have the drillers had a fishing job. 
Twice while the well was caving badly the 
bailer stuck, making two fishing jobs neces- 
sary. 

It is expected that in case the well does not 
produce either oil or gas at 6,000 feet or more, 
the well may be bridged at about 4,135 feet 
where the oil made a showing, given a shot 
and placed to pumping. It is figured that a 
two-barrel well would be better than a dead 
loss. 

When the well was down 5,550 feet the 
tools were drawn out of the hole but twice a 
day. It required 25 minutes to pull out the 
drill. The cable and tools in the deep hole 
weigh about seven tons. 


How to obtain the temperature of the deep 


Red Medina Sand 


hole is a problem which is puzzling the driller 
at present. The tools are now hot when the, 
come up and even the water is warm. It 
possible that a recording thermometer may 
inserted in the bailer and lowered into th 
hole 

\. P. Kipgen is the driller in charge and | 
C. Wheeler has charge of the work half tl 
time Both men are very competent an 
careful, 

WATERBURY CABLES USED. 
The Waterbury Cordage Company, 
Brooklyn, through the Bradford Supply Com 
pany, furnished the two water lines or cables 
in use. The first section is 3,500 feet long 

and is of 7g-inch. The second section is 
one-inch and 7,000 feet in length. The cables 
have been found to be of first-class construc 
tion or they would have frequently parted 

The Waterbury mills cover a vast area, 
some sixteen city blocks, in one of the most 
thickly settled sections of Brooklyn, 
This company is the dominating factor in a 
business of over $70,000,000 expended an 
nually in its particular line. The Waterbury 
Company manufactures manila, sisal wire rope 
and music wire. 

\t a depth of 5,570 feet the drill at the 
deep well was working in the red Medina 
sand. W. P. Craig, one of the members 01 
the drilling committee of the Bradford Deep 
Well Company and one of the best posted 
men in the oil and gas business, is sure that 
the red Medina sand has been reached and 
anticipates that the well will produce oil ot 
gas in this formation. 

Kk. J. Hoffman, the president of the Brad- 
ford Deep Well Company, is an ex-mayor of 
the city of Bradford. He is also one of the 
most well informed oil men in the Bradford 
field. It was largely through his efforts that 
the company was formed which is now drilling 
the deep test well at Derrick City. In com- 
pany with the NEWS correspondent he spent 
a half day at the deep well recently and it 
may be said that he has watched every foot 
of the drilling as carefully as if the well was 
his own personal property. 


GET LIGHT AMBER 
OIL IN DEEP SAND 


Well Near Mt. Jewett, Pa., De- 


velops a Tiona Grade of Crude 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

BRADFORD, PA., July 5.—Consider- 
able interest has been aroused by the findings 
in the well recently drilled in by Wood & 
Kennedy on their lease near McClellands Mill, 
about three miles southwest of Mt. Jewett 
The well was drilled to the fifth sand some 
time ago and the owners were rewarded by) 
having a fine quality of light amber crude, 
even lighter than the Tiona or Washington 
product. This is something very unusual 
and it is the first oil well in this field to 
produce oil from this sand. It is expected 
that the well will settle down to a five-barre! 
producer. The finding of oil in paying quan 
tities in this formation, which has heretofor: 
been considered a purely gas sand, opens up 
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numerous possibilities and it is probable that 
additional wells will be drilled to the fifth 
sand so as to give it a thorough test. Con- 
tractor I. W. Bell has been awarded the con- 
tract to drill several wells on the Wood & 
INennedy leases 

\ well owned by G. L. Shotf and a number 
of Bradford parties, located on the Strait farm 
near Duke Center, Pa., has been shot recently 
and will make a light produce~. 

SPLIT THE CASING. 

The East End Oil Company's No. 1 on the 
oval tract in the Allegany, N. Y., tield was 
in all probability ruined when the s0-quart 
shot made in the Chipmonk sand_ split the 
casing and filled the hole with quicksand. It 
appears about impossible to clean out the hole 
and it may have to be abandoned. A. bridge 
was made under the Chipmonk sand and when 
the well was shot there was a good showing 
of oil. Undismayed by their ill luck, the com- 
pany has awarded the contract for drilling 
their No. 2 on the same farm. The company 
got into trouble when it reached the sand and 
the casing had to be pulled then. 


Mundy, MeCrum and Love have had their 
No. 22 on the Lundergan farm in the Sartwell 
eld shot and it is good for at least three 
barrels a day. It is a fourth sand well and 
the production is typical of that found in 
wells in that district. 

Ward & Williams have completed a_ well 
for G. C. Grow at Duke Centre which will 
make a fair producer. 

The Northern Oil Company of Bradford 
has four strings of tools at work in the 
vicinity of Kane, Pa. Two extra rigs are 
also up and ready to start drilling there. 

Sullivan & Quinlan’s No. 1 at Derrick City, 
located but a short distance from the deep well, 
is expected to make a fair producer for that 
district 

SUPPORT REFINERY. 

The new refinery at Eldred, Pa., now ap- 
pears to be of much more importance than 
was first anticipated. Many independent oi] 
producers in this field who were at first slow 
in giving their support to the movement to 
retine oil are now becoming interested in the 
project. The plant is attracting considerable 
attention. Nine of the larger tanks are al- 
ready erected. They are 30 feet in diameter 
and 25 feet high, with a capacity of over 
000 barrels each. The total tankage of the 
plant, as now planned, will be from 40,000 to 
5,000 -barrels. At present some water wells 
are being drilled in the immediate vicinity of 
the new refinery. Boilers have been set and 
stills will be completed within a few days 
Pipe has been strung and the pipe gang will 
begin work soon, 

Contractors Simons & Morian, of Bradford, 
have been awarded the contract to drill 18 
wells on the tract of the Bird Oil Company 
at Lewis Run. The property was recently 
purchased by Charles Schwab and has two 
producing wells on it now. 

J. H. Stinson & Company have purchased 
an interest in the McCabe lease at Chipmonk. 
The newly acquired holdings cover 100 acres 
and have two producing wells, one of which 
was drilled at the time of the Chipmonk 
excitement, starting off as one of the largest 
producers in that field. 

The Foster Oil & Gas Company July 1 de- 
clared a quarterly dividend of three per cent. 

The Deputy Oil Company, composed of 


NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS. 


Bradford men, is drilling its No. 17 in Wolf feet of gas a day. The Foster Oil Company 


Run, is also drilling No. 7 on its lease at Biue- 


P. H. Dailey, of Bradford, has secured the Jay. Pa. 
Miller lease located between Clarendon and Enright Bros. No. 11 in Latshaw Hollow 
Sheffield, Pa., and with other Bradford parties has been completed and given a shot. It will 
will commence the drilling of wells in th: make an average producer. 
near future. A well was drilled the Some remarkable increases in the produc- 
property in 1890 and has been producing tion of wells in the flood district have been 
natural ever since. There are about 100 


acres noted of late. Wells which have never yielded 
in the lease. more than an average amount of oil have been 


G. W. Foster has returned from Pittshure cleaned out and some now average as high 
and Wittanning, where he looked after his as three barrels a day \ well of this kind 
nl interests. While away he let the con is owned by Kennemuth & Company, and is 


tract for the drilling of well No. 5 n th located near Coleville It was producing about 
companys holdings at Cowanshonnac, Pa a barrel a day when the hole was cleaned out, 


The new well will 


re located one mile from the well shot and at the last report was pro- 
No. 3, which is at present producing 1.000.000 ducing 28 barrels a day. 


Waterbury Company 


Manufacturers of 


Oil Well Cordage of Every Description 


Including 


Manila Drilling Cables 

Manila Sand Lines 

Manila Tubing Lines 

Manila Sucker Rod Lines 

Manila Bull Ropes 

Manila Plain Laid Ropes for General Use 


Wire Rope Lines 


for Drilling and Cleaning Out 


Wire Drilling Cables, Standard or Special Construction 
Wire Sand Lines 

Wire Sucker Rod Lines 

Wire Tubing and Casing Lines 


Special Ropes 


Marline Covered Wire Rope, known as Fibreclad 
Gore Construction Wire Rope, for dredging and heavy 
construction 


A full assortment of Manila and Sisal Ropes, for general uses, 
also Wire Lines for every class of service constantly on hand. 


BRANCH OFFICES: GENERAL OFFICE: 


15 So. Desplaines St., Chicago, IIl. 


220 Franklin St., Boston, Mass. No. 80 South Street 


910 Canal La. Bank Bldg., New Orleans, La. 


113-119 Davis St., San Francisco, Cal. ° 
911 Southwestern Life Bldg., Dallas, Texas. New York City 


P. S.—Distributors for Waterbury Co. Wire Products, Bradford, 
Pa. district, Bradford Supply Co. 


Yours very truly, 
WATERBURY COMPANY. 
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During the past month the warm, dry 


weather has caused a Scarcity ot water for 


operations in 


The Big 


Shanty 


this tield 
Shanty Oil Company's No. 2 at 
made an initial 
arrels for the first 24 hours 


showing of 28 
Indications 
down to about 


ire that the well will settle 
Heckel Oil 


Company’s 
came in with 
18-barrel yield at the first 


San neigh] 
pumping and 
expected to make a two-barrel pumper, 


The contractors in the Bradford oil fields 


re at present driven to their greatest capacity 

try and drill all the wells ordered. Con- 
tractor Williams has five strings of tools, 
three drilling machines and three standard 
rigs constantly employed in the Bradford and 


\llegany fields 


The McCray well at Clarkdale has been 


i a 


ed and started off at 


five barrels a day. 


NO DRY HOLES. 


Phe monthly oil report for the month of 
June shows that 90 wells were completed with 
new production of 208 barrels. There were 

no dry wells and three wells completed are 
ssers. Of new work there were 46 new 
rigs and 80 wells drilling. One of the best 
wells reported during the month was. the 
Vincent Oil Company's No. 10 on the Vincent 
farm at Coleville, P It is a 10-barrel pro- 
er There were a number of 5-barrel 


producers 
MARTIN BUILDS LINE. 
J. B. Martin, of 


Superintendent Bradford, 


IS a 


man at prese has a force of 

mer a four-inch line’ the 
Vacuum Oil Company’s works in Olean to a 
near Eldred, a distance of about 14 
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miles. The new line will connect with the 
main pipe line of the United States Pipe Line 
Company for the delivery of retined oil from 
the Vacuum works in Olean to the seaboard 


Mr Martin is 


trouble in obtaining help 


experiencing considerable 
Laborers are paid 
a day and board and tong men are paid 
The 


four-inch line is extremely difficult owing to 


5 a day with board. laying of the 


the hills and wooded section through which 
it passes. 
GET GOOD GASSERS. 
In the present mad scramble for oil pro- 


duction the gas held. of Bradford and Me 
Kean county is not overlooked 
gassers have been struck in the Kane, Norwich, 
Clermont and Bradford districts. The United 
Natural Gas Company has several strings of 


Several good 


tools at work in Norwich, Pa. 
SMEDLEY IS DROWNED. 

Lewis H. Smedley, son of Mr. and Mrs. T 
D. Smedley, was drowned in the east branch 
He and 
oil producers 
They had started out together in the morning 


of Tuna creek near this city June 26. 


his father were well known 


to pump some wells. It is presumed that the 


younger Mr. Smedley fell over an embank 
ment and was drowned. \s soon as his 
absence was learned the father’ went to search 
for the son. It was then that Mr. Smedley 
found his son in the creek. All efforts to 
revive him failed. Besides his parents he 
leaves two sisters, Misses Lydia M. and 
Annetta H. Smedley, both of whom wert 


away at the time. Young Mr. Smedley was 
35 years of age June 25, 


and the day before 
the accident the anniversary of his 


observed by the family 


Light Wells are Reported in 
Southwest Pennsylvania Fields 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
PITTSBURGH, PA., July 5.—Suit has 


been filed in the local courts by James M. 
Onl 


Torter against the itowning to 
recover punitive 
$30,000 


amount of 
He alleges the company unlawfully 


damages in the 


possession of his 


farm in Scott town- 
ship in 1906 and sank oil wells on it. Since 
that period the wells have produced oil 


valued at $30,000. The persons named as de- 


fendants are J. L S. Husler, 


Downing, E 


Joseph Stewart, J. I. Prestly and J. S. Car- 
michael 
Light wells are the result of late com- 


pletions in the Southwest Pennsylvania field. 
Near Wexford, in Allegheny county, Cole & 
Company have completed a test on the John 
Cole farm and 
pumper. 
test 
farm 


10-barrel 
Near Hookstown, Beaver county, a 
been 
and the duster in 
formations, including the Berea grit. 


have a show for a 


has made on the Thomas Craig 
result is a all the 
In the 
Mt. Morris district, Greene county, the Star 
Gas Company has drilled a test on the S. 
Dulaney farm and it is a duster. In East 
Finley township, Washington county, Pa., the 
Manufacturers’ Light & Heat Company has 
drilled No. 4 on the Carl Clark farm through 
the fifth sand and has a show for a 12-barrel 
pumper. At Dorseyville, Allegheny county, 
the American Natural Gas Company has com- 


pleted a second test on the J. B. McKorkle 


farm and has a light pumper. Near Hooks- 
town Nelson & Bartley have drilled No. 4 on 
the Shane 


farm through the 


of oil 


and 
The South Penn Oil 
36 on the Sterling farm is in 
light 


Berea grit 
has a light show 
Company's No. 
and it is very Near Cannonsburg the 
Carnegie Oil Company has put its test on the 
Whitley farm to pumping and it is estimated 
to be good for anywhere from 15 to 50 barrels 
a day. 


In the deep sand territory in Southeastern 
Ohio operators are completing some very cred- 
itable producers. In the Junction City dis- 
trict, Pike township, Perry county, the Trout 
Oil Company has completed and shot its test 
on the Trout farm and it produced 102 bar- 
rels in the ensuing 24 hours. In the Bremen 
field, Fairfield county, Twigs & Arich have 
shot their test on the Edward Musser farm 
and it is showing for a 50 to 75 barrel pro- 
ducer. 


Word from Jefferson county, Pa., is that 
indications of a possible new Berea oil pool 
have been found at New Alexandria. The 
Pittsburg Oil & Gas Company recently com- 
pleted a test on the Carpenter farm and it 
promises to make a 25-barrel well. Lack of 
tankage has thus far prevented the deter- 
mining of just what the capacity is. 

At Walkers Mills, Allegheny county, the 
Philadelphia Company’s No. 5 on the Fort 
Pitt Coal Company's property has been drilled 


Cleveland, O. 


through the sand and is showing for a 50- 
barrel producer. After the completion of the 
well and while lowering the torpedo it made 
a flow and ejected the shot, throwing it 
against the crown pulley where it exploded 
and set The rig and tanks 
ground. All the men 
employed about the well escaped without in- 


jury, 


fire to the rig. 


were burned to the 


Directors of the Columbia Gas & Fuel Com- 
pany are considering the articles of a pro- 
posed agreement by which the company will 
become the distributor of gas in Columbus, ©., 
and will turn over the properties to the Ohio 
uel Supply Company in return for the busi- 
ness and Columbus plant of the Federal Gas 
& Several 
stockholders of the Columbia Company have 


Company, its subsidiary. 
least 
of the clauses of the proposed exchange as it 
this 


expressed dissatisfaction with at one 
sale of the 
gas lands and pipe lines of the company for 
iess than $600,000. It is understood that the 


paid for the supply of 


is said clause involves the 


rates to be gas are 


the highest ever paid the Columbia Gas & 


uel Company for its fuel. 


PRINGLE AT BRADFORD 


Robert S. Pringle of Bradford, Pa. 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

BRADFORD, PA., July 7.—Robert S. 
Pringle, a veteran in the nitroglycerin business 
for 19 years, has been in the Bradford field 
for the past 15 years. He is now at the head 
of the Pringle Powder Company. Mr. Pringle 
started in the Butler county field and came to 
Bradford from that section. He is at present 
enjoying a very prosperous season on account 
of the activity in the oil industry. 

Mr. Pringle was, prior to the first of the 
present year, identified with other companies, 
but the first of the year organized the com- 
pany which is well and widely known to the 
oil men as the Pringle Powder Company. It 
is a strictly independent company and _ its 
stockholders are all producers in the Bradford 
field. 
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Renew Leases in Jackson County, West Va. 


Operators Seek a Berea Sand Field 
There, But Gas Only Shows So Far 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
PARKERSBURG, W. Va. July 3.— 
West Virginia operators have begun an ex- 
tensive search for new pools. Their work 
is in several counties in the state but so 


ar nothing has been found which has re- 
yaid them for their efforts. Jackson 
county, which for the past few years has 
been the scene of much wildcatting is at- 
tracting considerable attention. Several 
thousand acres in that country are under 
lease again and several locations have been 
made, 

Operators have always believed that a 
Berea sand field will be found in this 
county and despite the fact that a dozen or 
more wells have been drilled in different 
sections of the county and that nothing but 
a little gas has been found the operators 
are still hoping to develop a good pool. 
There are several Cow Run wells near 
Sandyville, in the northern section of the 
county, but these are so small and dry 
holes are so frequently drilled, that there 
is little development in that section. 

However, in the western part of the 
county, near the Berea field which was 
opened up in Spencer district, Roane 
county, is one place where it is believed 
that paying wells will be found. Develop- 
iments in the Spencer field point to an ex- 
tension in Jackson county. Several good 
wells have been drilled near the border. At 
Gay, in Jackson county, several small gas 
wells have been drilled and it is the be- 
lief of the operators that the oil pool will 
be found to the south of these gas wells, 
and such a belief is strengthened from the 
recent developments in the Spencer field. 

In Mason county, near the Jackson 
county line on Thirteen Mile Creek, there 
is a well drilling now. One well drilled 
in the Thirteen section in Jackson several 
months ago showed a fairly good forma- 
tion in the Berea and some gas was en- 
countered. The territory was never sur- 
rendered by the company which drilled the 
well and recently, since work was started 
on the well in Mason county, several thou- 
sand acres in this section have been taken 
up. R. L. Starr, well known Butler, Penn- 
sylvania, operator, has secured a_ large 
block of leases in this section and many 
others are held by the old line companies. 

The C. A. Anderson Oil Company has a 
large block of leases near Ripley, in Ripley 
district, in the same county. The company 
has made a location on the bank of Mill 
Creek, three and three-fourths miles from 
Ripley. Work has already started on the 
rig for this well. Mr. Rowell, who has had 
charge of drilling several shallow wells 
near Sandyville and Cottageville, in the 
same county, will superintend the drilling 
of this well. 

IN NICHOLAS COUNTY. 

It is the belief of many oil men that an 
oil field which may equal the famous Blue 
Creek field, in Kanawha county, will be de- 
veloped in Nicholas county. But few wells 


have been drilled in this county yet but 
those that have been drilled are very prom 


ising One completed about two weeks 
ago at the mouth of Bell Creek is reported 
to be making 500 barrels per day. This 


well was drilled by a private company in 
which several Huntington people are in- 
terested. The company owns several hun- 
dred acres in that section. \ccording to 
the report when the well was drilled to the 
Big Injun sand a roar came from the hole 
that could be heard for half a mil \ 
terrific rush of oil and gas followed blow- 
ing the tools from the well. Several hun- 
dred acres of leases have been taken in 
that county on the strength of this well 

Gilmer county, too, is coming to the 
front rapidly. Nearly every well drilled in 
that locality for the past few weeks has 
been a good one and some of them have 
given the territory a good name. This 
county will furnish a lot of work this sea- 
son. Col. Gillispie is getting ready to drill 
several wells in Gilmer county. The South 
Penn and other of the old line companies 
are also arranging to drill several tests on 
leases they hold in this county. 

OTHERS ACTIVE. 

Roane county and Kanawha county have 
been furnishing some good wells during 
the past few weeks. The old line compan 
ies have drilled the best wells in these 
counties. All of the recent wells are in 
defined territories. 

Ritchie county is holding her own with 
other fields both from a standpoint of work 
and production. There is considerable 
work going on in different sections of the 
county. Several wells are being drilled 
near Hartley. Another active field in Clay 
district, near Mole Hill. Several wells are 
being drilled in the shallow field in the 
neighborhood of the old California House, 
where the first oil was found in West Vir 
ginia. 

Several wells have been drilled near Pe 
troleum. The Southern Petroleum Com- 
pany, of this city, has a good sized block 
of leases in that vicinity and has made 
seven locations. This company’s leases 
join a lease on which the first test com- 
pleted last week is shown for 15 barrels per 
day. The company is composed of W. J 
Dent, W. M. Miller, and several prominent 
Parkersburg church people. 

J. R. Anderson, Dr. Milton McNeilan, 
Olin V. Neal, and other Parkersburg peo- 
ple, have completed a well in Mannington 
to the fifth sand. This well is producing 
2,000,000 feet of gas daily. 

The Braden & Betts Company, of Park- 
ersburg, has completed a well near Mac- 
Farland, Ritchie county, to the Salt Sand, 
and it is producing about 15 barrels per 
day. 

PARKERSBURG PERSONALS. 

Oliver Berlin, who has been at his home 
in this city for some time, has returned to 
Spencer. 

Joe Sidwell, division superintendent for 


the South Penn Oil Company, spent sev- 
eral days in Nicholas county the last of 
the month. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Griffin have moved 
to Columbus, Ohio. Mr. Griffin is one of 
the large individual producers of this vi- 
cinity. 

Ed Deem, of Cairo, was a business vis1- 
tor in this city for a few days the last of 
the month. 

J. L. Sileott, superintendent tor the leas 
ing department of the South Penn Oil Com- 
pany, spent several days in Gilmer county 
the last of the month 

A. D. McVey, superintendent of the local 
office of the Eureka Pipe Line Company, 
has been at Sistersville 

J. B. Sammel, extensive operator in the 
Robinson, Hl, field, has purchased a hand- 
some home on Ann street, in this city 

Mrs. Harry Anderson, wife of the super- 
intendent of the Gulf Company, of Louts 
iana, and Mrs. G. T. Prince, of Tampico, 
Mexico, are spending the summer in Park 
ersburg 

Dr. Milton McNeilan and J. R. Anderson 
were at Mannington the last of the month 
to see a well in which they are interested 
at that place, drilled in. 

W. M. Miller spent several days in Rit- 
chie county the latter part of the month. 

Ernest Randolph, of Salem, has been in 
Parkersburg looking after business matters 

Elliott Dodson, of Elizabeth, was called 
to Parkersburg the last of the month by the 
serious illness of his mother. He remained 
here for several days before returning with 
his family to the New Straitsville oil field, 
where he is employed. 

George P. Murrin, prominent oil opera- 
tor of this section, went to Pittsburg for 
several days in June. 

T. J. McCoy spent several days in Sisters- 
ville the last of the month. 

The daughter of James Hines, well 
known torpedo man, Mrs. Ethel Hines 
Hersey, died at St. Joseph’s hospital, in 
this city, June 2lst. Mrs. Hersey had been 
ill for six weeks. 

Burt S. Shafer and R. M. Moore spent 
several days at Charleston the last of the 
month. 

The Missouri Supreme Court has at last 
decided that the Standard Oil Company 
may stay in the state providing it behaves 
itself, the court, however, continues juris- 
diction and is prepared to issue any further 
orders that may from time to time seem 
necessary. 

The announcement of this settlement 
after a long fight by the Standard with 
the State of Missouri brought with it the 
announcement that the Standard would at 
once spend about $2,000,000 on enlarging 
its refinery at Sugar Creek, Mo. 


J. Howard Pew of the Sun Co., Philadel- 
phia, Pa., has purchased for $25,000 cash, 
the plant of the Pennsylvania Oil Refin- 
ing Company at Marcus Hook, Pa. 
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Newer Illinois Pools are Holding Up Well 


Sandoval and Carlyle are Said to 
Hold the Long-life Record in this State 


(By Special Correspondent.) 


CARLYLE, IIl., July 7.—The only thing 
€1 the producers and operators 
li Sis the e irlvle 

seems to in 

ite ehh I 
as r sta ilities 

‘ | here in 

( e bette it the 

( ( 1¢ ril ne 1s 

‘ ensive necessary t 

1.560) fee ( le the p dir 
tes 1 ile erat sw 

see the istakes 

cars eral tors iviny 
production figure ecause of the 

question of a 

ths 1 the l st Tt sh itting 
( \ vells Treat d Crawtord had two 
eases that produced r awhile a thousand 
barrels a day \fter operating several months 
they sold out to the Ohio for close to three 
hundred Frank Ranger who 
brought in the tirst w n the Smith farm 


t 240 acres, started to get cold feet when his 
roduction fel ff The story goes that his 
night pumpers put one over on him by laying 
off whenever the conditions were favorable. 
and this was the re cause of the decrease. 
Negotiations followed with the Ohio, then the 


sale Phere 


nty-seven producers 


this lease and another is being drilled. The 
Ohio has exactly a hundred and _ fifty-three 
wells producing close to 1,400 barrels a day, 


and this company stands to make a nice bunch 
of money out of the field 


ol the \ 


which is pri 


Having complete 
ling, 


can take their time about dril 


ceeding very slowly. 


During the past month the Ohio made an 
etfort to extend the producing area to the H 
Iiekemper farm, adjoining the Deters and 
Diepenbre ck leases on the east Two years 
ago a duster was drilling just over the line 
from the producing Deters tract, but it was 
dry. No. 2. same farm, was drilled across the 
line from the Diepenbrock and further south 
\t 1,147 feet it was given up as a hopeless 
CASE \ little broken sand was found, bu‘ 

there was mx This will put a stop to 
drilling m that direction for the present. Only 
two wells drilling now No. 10 in’ Leo 
Deters’ farm, and No, 28, Maria Smith. Sev- 
eral other locations have been picked, but no 


work has been started 
There is really 


work 


fact that more 


Sandoval 
to the 
operating companies have hold- 


more activity in 


in new than here, due 


probably 
ings there. One of the best producers in the 
the South- 


Louis 


pool was recently 


Oil & 


Stein farm, where the initial well was brought 


drilled in’ by 


western Gas Company on the 


in years ago. The Ohio is drilling No. 6 on 
B. C. Warfield farm, and No. 10 on E. 
Benoist; Bridgeport Oil Company, No. 10, 
John Bohner; Southwestern, No. 11,9 on 


Benoist; Kewanee Oil & Gas Company, No. 3, 


\nderson farm; Selby, Cisler. et al. 
Terry farm 

The producers in the Sandoval field are 
still being pestered by damage suits being 
pushed by the owners of n Meridian 
township, Clinton county f one of the suits 
was ever brought to trial and a judgm« 
tained by the plaintiff for wv considerable 
amount, it would take at least a years pt! 
duction to pay up all the claims that would 
The land owners say they mean 
ness, and the oil men are ust as determined 

ght because the point in controversy 1s one 

t wide In previous let 


ers | have made mention of these suits. The 
proceedings were started over six months ago 
wv the Hogan Brothers Mill & Grain Company, 


Shattue: Daniel Cashman Louis 


Swagler 1 Ohio Oil Company, each 


against t 


asking for $2,000 damages. At the last term 
f court this list was augmented by four other 
the plaintiffs are Adolph Thomas, who 
for $3,000, and J. L. Nicolay, John 


Nicolay, 
the 


Schlichtmann and J. L each of whom 
$2,000 


wants against Ohio Oil Company, 


Kewanee Company, Southwestern Oil 


Company, Bridgeport Oil & Gas Company and 


the Selby-Cisler Producing Company, making 


an aggregate of $15,000 in damages being 
asked 
The trouble is caused by the alleged pol- 


lution of Lost creek, which flows through 
Meridian township. For years the farmers 
have been depending on the water inthis 
creek for their stock and many other pur- 
poses \fter operations started in the San- 
doval field quantities of waste oil and _ salt 
water started to flow into the creek. Vegeta- 


tion was killed, trees have since been dying, 
and pastures were ruined. One railroad com- 


pany had to quit taking water from the creek 


for their engines and build a reservoir. The 
above is the substance of the allegations set 
forth by the plaintiffs. At the last term of 


the 
September term by the defendants on technical 


court continuances were obtained until 


points, such as failure to give the correct 
names, etc. It can be seen on the face of 
it that the groundwork is being laid for a 
fight that will not end in the lower courts, 


especially if the oil men get beat. The issue 
too 


the cases to stop in the Circuit court if the 


is of much importance to them to allow 
plaintiffs obtain judgments. 

The test 
Lake township within a 
the 


between Carlyle and Posey, which is six miles 


started in 
The 


farm of George Johnpeter, 


second wildcat will be 


few days lo- 


cation is on 
south of this city. Several months ago J. W. 
started the work 
of getting a bunch of leases together in the 


Smith and John E. Rogan 
neighborhood indicated, and after much hard 


work succeeded. Both live in Carlyle. They 
presented a proposition to a dozen of the lead- 
ing citizens for a drilling proposition on a co- 
operative basis. Each one put up a hundred in 
cash and the contract for making the test was 
let to Mayor C. L. Riemann, of Trenton, and 
his son-in-law, Earl Stephens. They are to 


have an interest in the leases with the men 


who are putting up the dough. These sam 


men recently completed a dry hole at Hoffman 


five miles east of Posey. The new location is 


considered an especially good one for many 


reasons, and leasers are already busy trying 


land here and there. 
test 


to get a piece of 


\nother four 


miles southwest of Carlyle in Santa Fe town 


wildeat may be made 


ship. Efforts are now being made to get thi 
necessary acreage, and this will be obtained 
within a few days. 

Miss Delta Ernest, the seventeen-year-old 


di Mr. and Mrs. J. F. 


ried off the first honors in the high school her: 


ughter of Ernest, car- 


this vear. Her father works in the oil tield 
She was the valedictorian of the class, and is 
an especially bright girl, 


George McCamey, who spent a year here 
following the opening of the oil boom, found 
time to do a little courting betwixt working 
He the Mrs 


Orpha Alsop, a widow of considerable wealth 


hours roomed at home of 
kefore many months passed tt was noted that 
McCamey manifested a decided preference for 
the company of her daughter, Miss Olive, a 
pretty and vivacious girl. This was over two 
years ago, and now the two are to be married 
The 


mother in St 


soon, bride-to-be is living with her 
Louis at present. 

Ewing and Markus, drilling contractors, re- 
cently shipped their tools here from Marissa, 


where they had been drilling for the Surpass 


Oil & Gas Company. This work was don« 
over a year ago, and since that the young 
men have been at their homes in Pennsyl- 
vania 


A\ wildeat test for oil is being made near 
the corner of 
The work is being done for the 
All 
of the $1,500 stock is held by business men 
of that city. 


Fayetteville, in northeast St. 
Clair county. 


Okaw Valley Oil Company, of Belleville. 


The company has leases on over 


three thousand acres of land. D. L. Baughger 
has charge of the drilling. 


D. Hawkins, who has been working in the 


oil field, is laid up because of a fractured 
right ankle. He was out on a fishing trip 
with several friends. While wrestling with 


them he fell with the above result. 


rank B. Ranger, the man who put Carlyle 


one of 


on the oil map, has sold his residence here to 
Dr. Fischer, of 
$4,000. 


Bartelso, consideration being 
Mr. Ranger is interested in a bunch 
of leases and producing property in the vicinity 
of Talsa, Okla. 
drilled by himself and associates. 


Several new wells are being 


The Standard Oil Company has made a 
contract with the city of Spokane, Wash. 
to sell it all the gasoline that it may need 
for six months at one cent a gallon under 


the current market price, whatever that 
may be at the time of delivery. 
It is estimated that the city will use 


about 10,000 gallons in that time. The 
present market on gasoline there is 18 cents 
a gallon. The only competitor for this 
business was the Pure Oil Company which 
offered three-eighths of a cent under the 
market price. 
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Prefers Job of the Lowly Muckraker 


Correspondent Feels More at Home 


than in Silk Hat of Corporate Dignity 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
TULSA, OKLA., July 5—Is a trade 


publication under obligations, business « 


otherwise, to scoff at good laws, assail 
those officials who seek to enforce the 
laws, and defend, regardless of merit, 
those concerns that are haled betore the 
bar of justice for law violation? 

The question is a pertinent one in view 
of the attitude of some oil publications to- 
wards the efforts being made by state offi- 
cials in Texas and elsewhere to bring about 
corporate respect for the law. If one sup- 
ports the efforts of the people through 
relieve 


their chosen” representatives to 


themselves of cor porate aggression 
through measurable enforcement of the 
anti-trust laws one is called a muckraker 
and an enemy of business. On the other 
hand, if a publisher flys to the defense of 
a corporation that is being prosecuted no 
more and no less than Farmer Jones is 
prosecuted when he oversteps the laws, 
that publisher stands convicted in public 
opinion of holding a brief for the corpora- 
tion, not on merit, but for a valuable con- 
sideration regardless of merit. 

Making a purely personal choice | would 
prefer to be classed as a muckraker and 
enemy to business since all the world 
knows from whence such charges come. 

\ll of which is more or less apropos 
of the Magnolia prosecution in the state of 
Texas. A Texas oil publication rushed to 
the aid of the Magnolia and in the first is- 
sue wherein this brief was submitted there 
appeared an editorial averring that the 
publisher had received not a cent for the 
position he was assuming, and in every is- 
sue since that an editorial along = similar 
lines has appeared. 

Unconsciously the lines of Shakespeare 
were suggested by some skeptics: “Me- 
thinks my lady doth protest too much.” 

Outdistanced by its Texas rival an Ok- 
lahoma publication was disposed to dismiss 
the Texas proceedings with a brief uncap- 
tioned paragraph. But “orders is orders,” 
and the orders evidently came from some- 
where to “go in and do something.” And 
the Oklahoman waded in with a= great 
splash and has been doing yeoman service 
for weeks. If there is anything connected 
with this Texas outrage on corporate dig- 
nity and immaculateness that has not been 
given the public it is that phase of it which 
must inevitably justify the state of Texas 
and do honor to its officials. 

TWEEDLE DEE AND DUM. 

As a matter of fact oil men familiar with 
the fiasco whereby Tweedle De was driven 
out of the state of Texas for violation of 
law and Tweedle Dum took over the prop- 
erty and proceeded to operate it precisely 


along the same lines marked out by 
Tweedle De wondered for months and 
months what had come over the state that 
had actually forced the Standard Oil Com- 
pany to pay out real money to the extent 


of a million dollars for violation of law 
Everybody knew the Magnolia Company 

was Standard Oil even if Standard Oil was 

Magnolia 


change the merits of the case one iota that 


not the Company Does it 
Bill Gray alleged Waters Pierce attorney 
forced the latest suit and is camping on thie 
trail of the Standard bunch like an avereg 
ing Nemesis? What if he is actuated by a 
desire for revenge? It has been the writ 
ers observation that every trust prosecu 
tion big or little that has really benetited 


the country and resulted in even a modi 


cum of vindication for the government, 
had its inception in some purely persona 
passion 

The point we are driving at 1s that per 
sonal desire tor revenge can get nowhere 
in the courts unless there is merit in the 
action. And if the action is justilied by the 
evidence; if the interest moved against 
should by rights have been moved against, 
and if it be guilty, they why the sympathy? 

The Texas oil publication condemns the 


Texas statute which awards to complain- 


ing counsel 10 per cent of the judgment se- 
cured against interests convicted of violat- 
ing the anti-trust law, as “an invitation to 
erafters and a temptation to good men.” 

In the enactment of that law the state 
of Texas proved itself possessed of vast 
wisdom; as a result the law is as nearly 
automatic or self-acting as it is possible to 
make a law \nd it is because it is really 
effective that we now hear such a furore 
against it 

Texas once before, in the fixing of a tine 
and 


} 


ater in its collection, pointed the way 
to other states and heartened wonderfully 
that vast majority of men who really de- 
sire that corporations be forced before the 
bar of justice precisely as individuals. More 
power to her in this latest effort wherein 
she seeks to demonstrate that a judgment 
of a Texas court means precisely what it 
says; that her laws can not be made the 
laughing stock of the country, and_ that 
the shrieks and imprecations of commer- 
cialism can not penetrate the chambers of 
justice 


Wyoming Active—Much New 
Work Under Way this Season 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

LANDER, WYO., July 3.—\W\ork on the 
leases south of Riverton, which has been 
progressing under the charge of Gus [arlett, 
has been delayed by the washing out of their 
reservoir. They are now running a pipe line 
three miles away, and expect to start drilling 
within a short time. 

Dan Van Wagenen and associates of Cali- 
fornia, who are interested in the Salt Creek 
field, have shipped in several gasoline drilling 
rigs, known as the Armstrong rig, and made 
in Waterloo, lowa. 

The Frontier Oil Company, with a capital 
stock of $1,000,000, has recently filed articles 
of incorporation at Cheyenne. The incor- 
porators are from Denver and Cheyenne 

The Monongahela-Wyoming Oil Company, 
recently organized by V. L. Preston, of Casper, 
has received two carloads of drilling ma- 
chinery from Charleston, W. Va., and will 
be in active operation as soon as the rigs can 
be placed. The new company has secured 
leases on several thousand acres of land in 
the Oil Mountain country, 15 miles west of 
Casper. 

Articles of incorporation for the Central 
Petroleum Development Company, of Moor- 
croft, Wyoming, with a capital stock of 
$10,000, were filed with the secretary of state 
this week. 

The Keystone Oil Company, of Casper, last 
week purchased forty acres of land lying with- 
in a couple of miles of Casper. The ground 
will be used for a refinery site and work will 
begin as soon as the material comes. -\ sur- 


veying party is now on the grounds locating 
a pipe line. The line will start at the Hjorth 
lease, in the Salt Creek country, and work 
toward Casper. 

The second well drilled by the Hjorth Com- 
pany, composed of New York parties, was 
completed last week and proved to be a gusher 
similar to the first well. The success of this 
company seems remarkable when it is noted 
that they began operations only a few months 
ago and in territory outside the proven field. 
Two more wells now being drilled by this 
company are expected to strike the oil sand 
at any time. 

The well on Section 21 in the Salt Creek 
field by the Wyoming Crude Oil Company is 
being sunk rapidly and will strike the oil 
sand this week. 

The State of Wyoming at the present time 
is receiving $2,100 a month in royalties from 
the Mid-West people, and by this time next 
year when the new refinery is completed the 
amount will be doubled. This company has 
seven wells on the school section belonging 
to the state, but three of these wells are 
capped owing to the inability of the Mid- 
West people to handle the oil at the refinery. 

Henry Blackner, president of the Inter- 
national Trust Company, has become asso- 
ciated with the Reed-Shoup group of capital- 
ists of Colorado, who control the Salt Creek 
oil field, under the name of the Mid-West 
Company. This company is now. earning 
nearly two million dollars a year, and the 
ranco Petroleum Company, now under con- 
trol of the same company, bids fair to be- 
come a large rival of the Mid-West in an 
earning capacity. 
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Sh-sh-sh A Little Scandal From Wichita Falls 


Bill Long Just Can’t Keep His 
Typewriter at Home of Nights 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS, July 3.— 
report 


know that the readers expect a go 


from the boys who are making Texas famous 


for her high grade petroleum. I know what 


they want, but | 1 terribly handicapped for 
he 1 Phere are only four companies in 
his district that are doing anything in the 
wa wroducing oil. If that is not a hand 
cap to a teller of stories of what 1s being 
lone “] Should Worry.” Why a good line 
e interesting nothing else, 
nnot ( eve 
ever there eal s men in this busi- 
‘ \ ire up ‘ ( furnishing 
| m gl th W ¢ ive As 
mal 1 I tion as anywhere n earth 
\ s e, last Monday night June 30 
Shriners from Wicl Falls 11 neighbor- 
ne 1 S ] ll and banquet at 
the Lake Phe eram was lo incident- 
I feel that | ( eel slandered for in 
he report in thie iper next day they said that 
{ did the toas ster business with “pulchri- 
tuck I never called anyone that in my life 
It is s ig ks s id that I am afraid 
kk it up in the dictionary. Any way there 


was a lot of the salt of the earth there and it 
when it was all over, and who ever 
they all finished 


The one oi] man and his wite were staying at 


the hotel preparatory to her taking her sum- 
mer trip home. Now if we were writing this 
for a daily paper we would put the head in 
wood type half column long—like this: 


“TRAGEDY NARROWLY AVERTED 
IN THE WESTLAND HOTEL. 
“Wife of Prominent Oil Man Interferes? 
And Saves Some Lives.” 
some and this 
Note how 


to d ) it 


These Shriners made noise, 
big strong oil man said to his wife, 
“Petty, if want me 
I'll get up off this Seely mattress and go out 
hall SLAUGHTER 
streperous Shriners?” wife said, “No, 
And by that stragetic interference 
More 


he says it you 


into the and these ob 


But his 
no, dearie.” 


the lives of those Shriners were saved. 


than that had he gone out and made a 
slaughter house of the hallway of the West- 
land he would have killed Ed Morgan first 


There are some people here who are mean 
enough to remark, that he should be killed on 
general principles but I am not one, for the 
reason that Ed always has the difference in 
size, if it is only a 14” Bemis and Call wrench. 

But like the writer this oil field is grow- 
ing old, it is more than two years since it was 
discovered, and like a good Christian it has 
grown in grace and volume ever since, until 
today the figures are appalling. The runs 
from the three districts here in north Texas 
for last month were 702,000 bbls. 

The completions for the 
There were 4 dry ones at Electric, 5 at Burk- 
burnett, 2 at Iowa Park and 1 at Petrolia, 
making a total of 12 dry holes and 29 produc- 
ing wells. So June the month that was named 
after Juno, the month of Roses and Brides. 


month follow. 


was a month of garnering the sheaves f the 
North Texas producers 
There have been more abandonments in 


the past sixty days than at any previous time 


in the history of this district. It may be ac 
counted for in this way, 
a place to 
when it is dry up to a certain point, at least 


producer has found 


that is the view that your correspondent takes 


of the matter. 

Russel Bros. in Young county abandoned 
the Stephen’s ranch well at a depth 2,005 
feet. The same company on the Craddic 
ranch, Stephens county at 1,800 feet. Sami 
company on the Falls county school land, 
\rcher county at 1,000 feet. Some company 
on the Anderson ranch, \rcher county, at 600 
feet 


The swan song for Archer 


producer has been sung he Corsicana P 
has { 
ELEVENTH dry hole Nine of the wells 
a depth 
depth of 1,000 feet. It 


for these 


troleum Co 


were drilled to 2,500 feet, two to a 


was a tough experience 


new men in charge of affairs her 


as the material for these wells was hauled on 


an average of nine miles, and in some in 


stances the water as well as the fuel had t 


to laugh at the 
this 


be hauled. We are not prone 


misfortunes of another, but has all the 


comic effects of a real curtain raiser one act 


comedy, in that ‘the disposition was to make 
the edge so high that no one but the wielders 
of 26 Broadway currency could live and play, 
like the big and all the 
done to the vitals of the 
Had this 


happened to one of the independents it would 


and gun it recoiled 


damage was 


one who tried to sew up the county 


have heen a tragedy, and his tombstone would 
have been inscribed, “Buried ’mid the ruins of 
his own folly.” 

But thank 
with Archer 


God, we are through forever 


county. It was a rough, tough 
well is now drilling, 


Wilson 


county anyway. Just one 

that of 

ranch at depth of 
The 

corded here: 

P. O. Co., Gebhart 


the Sun Company on_ the 


1,350 feet. 
abandonments 


follow ing were re 


.2.200 feet 


P. Co... Morgan ....2,100 feet 
Allen Etal, Lockridge ...... 150 feet 
Forest Oil Co., Putnam 550 feet 


W. S. McBride, Woodruff ...2,000 feet 
Making a total of 21 wells abandoned dur- 
ing the past sixty days. 
The past 
month was attached to the fact of the Fisher 
Oil Co 


most important feature of the 
. one of the largest as well as the 
independent concerns in the United 
States, locating a well on the Weith farm. 
This farm of 640 acres was leased a couple 
ago by D. O. Harrington. The lo- 
a good one, and we hope. that they 


livest 


of years 
cation is 
may be successful as it will be like old times 
having the Fisher Oil Co. in the field, as they 
are home folks. This company has the distinc- 
tion, with one possible exception, of produc- 
ing oil with less expense than any company 


operating in the East. Howard Fisher is o1 
plans are not known. 

There will be added to the abandoned list 
within a few days the following wells: The 
the Duckett 


south of this city, now 2,100 feet; another not 


Producers’ Oil Co., on Farm, 
far from it is getting pretty deep; I believ« 
that I am justified in reporting these two wells 
in advance of the fact. 

We are in hopes that Jack Kelly and his 
friends may be successful in their trial on the 
Nitschke. This last the 
writer was there, was about 450 feet deep 


as abandoned 


well, Friday when 
We are in receipt of a letter from our old 
rusticating 
at his dear old Salamanca, N. Y., for the past 


friend Chas. Paul, who has been 
two months, saying that he is on his way back 
His the 


Daniels is 1,825 feet deep, and as it is getting 


here, having left June 29. well on 
to the interesting place he is going to be on 
Well, we have been lonesome with 


And this 


the job. 
out you and we welcome you back. 


goes. We don’t care whether your position 
was yardmaster of the Erie R. R., or section 
boss, you are our friend. 


Stephens County, Okla. 
l‘ield work is as follows: 
Greenlease Bros., N. W. corner Sec. 36, 1 S. 6, 
is 1,200 feet. 

Skelly & Pain, on the H. Colbert 
i N. 6, abandoned at 2,100 feet. 
Skelly & Pain, on the S. E. Riley Sec. 12, 1 

N. 6, rigging up. 
Big Horizon Oil Gas Co., 


Sec. 12 


Walter Payne, Se 


N. 5, 975, abandoned. 
Big Horizon Oil & Gas Co., Frankie Wil 
liams, Sec. 1 N. 5, 800 feet. 
Big Horizon Oil & Gas Co., Frankie Wil- 
liams, Sec. 1 N. 5, 400 feet. 


Anteloup Oil Co., See. 3, 
Diamond Oil Co. No. 4, 
location. 
Diamond Oil Co., 
Diamond Oil Co., Sec. 3, 


2S. 7 West, 700 feet 
Sec. 10, 3 S. 5 West, 
3 S. 5, 1,600 feet. 

rigging up, 3 S. 5, 


Sec. 6, 


west. 

Locations. 
Sec. 31 2N. 4 W. 
Sec. 3 2N. 4 W. 
Sec. 26 2N. 4 W. 
Sec. 9 2N. 7 W. 


The above locations are known to be posi- 
tively made, and they are expected to be 
drilled. The names of the operators have been 
left out by request. 

The Stephens county development has been 
very disappointing to the leaseholders, there 
having been drilled two gas wells, one four 
million feet and another twelve million feet. 
The others have been dry, making a total of 
5 dry holes. The well drilling in Cotton county 
has been shut down. It looks as if the guess 
made by the United States government geolo- 
gist was in keeping with their usual guesses, 
even if some of our friends did get advance 
information and played in their money like 
drunken sailors. 

There should be some oil in Stephens 
county and although the work has thus far 
been a failure, still there is a chance. 
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North Texas Completions for June 


The following wells were completed durin 


Owner of wells 
Producers Oil Company 
Producers Oil Company 
Producers Oil Company 
Producers Oil Company 
Producers Oil Company 
Producers Oil Company 
Producers Oil Company 
Producers Oil Company 
Producers Oil Company 
Producers Oil Company 
Producers Oil Company 


Total for the P. O. Co. 11 wells completed 
with an average production of 167 9/11 barrel 


Corsicana Petroleum Company 


Corsicana Petroleum Company .. .. .. .. .. 
Corsicana Petroleum Co. (Burkburnett Dist.) 
Corsicana Petroleum Co. (Burkburnett Dist.) 
Corsicana Petroleum Co. (Burkburnett Dist.) 
Corsicana Petroleum Company 
Corsicana Petroleum Company 
Corsicana Petroleum Company 


‘orsicana Petroleum Company 
Corsicana Petroleum Company 
Corsicana Petroleum Company 


Eleven wells completed by the C. P. Co. 
per well. 


J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co. 
Hivic & Brokins 

Head & Langford 

Forest Oil Co. 

Forest Oil Co. 

Granston Oil Co. 
Burkburnett Oil Co. 


Completions by independents, 7. Total 
an average to the well of a little over 83 bar 
Making a grand total of new production for t 

The new locations for the field last month 


defined lines, hence there is no decline in the 
out as the tenderfoot has had his fling and is 


¢ the past month: 


\ 
Vew 


Name of land owner production 


Wagvoner NO 42 175 bbls 
W. B. Honaker .. .. ..No. 29 10 bbls. 
Waggoner .. .. .. ..No. 29 25 bbls. 
W. B. Honaker .. .. ..No. 4 120 bbls. 
Waggoner .. .. .. ..No. 39 00 bbls. 
Marriott .. .. 100 bbls. 
Waggoner .. 43 75 bbls 
Waegoner .. .. .. ..No. 3] 150 bbls. 
Bickley 20 100 bbls. 
Marriott .. . 100 bbls 
s per day per well. 
W. B. Honaker .. .. ..No. 22 10 bbls. 
Brown & Cross .. .. ..No. 15 100 bbls 
W. B. Honaker 3 25 bbls 
49 75 bbls. 


1.035 bbls. 
with an average of a fraction over 91 barrels 


Miller ‘ Ss 50 bbls. 
Borcheldt .. .. No J 120 bbls. 
Marriott .. 10 30 bbls. 
new production 82 bbls 
rels. 
he month ending June 29 of .. .. ..3.462 bbls. 


numbered 40, but nearly all were inside the 


new work. Wildcat locations are not so numer 
willing to stay ont 


Gadding About North Texas a Bit 


Forty-three members of the oil fraternity, 
novitiates, entered apprentices and masters of 
the game, sat at the festive board Thursday, 
June 11th. And it was some banquet. A W. 
McCoy high boss of the Westland Hotel did 
himself proud in the classy and inviting way 
he handled that hungry crowd. From the tast- 
ing of the “bronx” to the pop of the corks 
from the last bottle of—(hum-m-m) there 
was joy and happiness. 

J. Head presided as _ toastmaster. 
Speeches were made by a number of the fra- 
ternity, and among those of especial notice 
was one by Dr. Everett Jones, who paid a 
tribute to the oil men from his own expe- 
rience with them here. J. C. Strauss made 
them all sit up and take notice on a very 
pretty speech. on Love. We didn’t know he 
could do it. Claud Wood recited the gem of 
Poetry “Is it worth while?” Ed Morgan was 
talking all the time and for the life of me I 
could not tell when he was speaking or 
when he left off; anyway he spoke. But the 
talk of. the evening was made by J. C. Yancy, 
of Los Angeles, Cal. His theme was friend- 
ship, and its prominence in the world of pe- 
troleum. 

I am in receipt of a letter of thanks from 


our old friend and comrade Willie Dalton, 
thanking us for the ad in the last issue of 
The New 


sox home, and he adds some complimentary 


He says that the ad brought the 


things about what a good advertising medium 
The National Petroleum News is. lle said 
he had trouble corralling the sox after they 
had made their scent known, that it took him 
and all the little Daltons to “Hog tie them” 
and drag them into the house. Anything you 
do for Bill is so appreciated, as he has a reg- 
ular angel face. 

Gentlemen of Wichita Falls, Wichita Coun 
%, Texas. (Now a lot of the North Texas 
readers will think that I am Edward Morgan 
trying to be toastmaster at an Oil Man’s 
Janquet. But I am not.) I take great pleas 
ure in introducing to the North Texas oil 
men, a young man who stands without a peer 
in the realm of Oildom. He is no tender- 
foot by a long shot in the mysteries of the 
oil game, he is what would be termed in one 
of those old fashioned hurry-up-protracted 
meetings as a hardened criminal in the game. 
He has been immersed, initiated and is now 
willing to take the final catch-as-catch-can de- 
gree in the North Texas oil field. Who do I 


RUNS AND DELIVERIES. 
Electra District for June. 
Runs Deliveries Stock 
bbls. bbls. bbls. 

400,000 350,000 65,000 

225,000 267,000 583,000 


*Texas Co 
\Miagnoha Pet. Co. 


Gulf Ref. Co. .. .. 25,000 24,000 13,000 
Pierce-Fordyce .. .. 10,000 10,000 1,900 
Totals .. .. ..  ..660,000 651,000 662,000 


+50.000 barrels delivered from the Texas Co. 
to the Magnolia Co. not included in the above 
igures. 
*Oil delivered by contract to the Pierce- 
lfordyce Oil Association. 
Burkburnett District. 
Runs Deliveries Stock 
bbls. bbls. bbls. 


Magnolia Co. .. .. .. 10,000 9.600 700 
Texas Co. 1,500 
Totals .. .. .. 13,000 11,000 700 


1,500 delivered in the field for fuel. 
Petrolia District. 
Runs Deliveries Stock 
bbls. bbls. bbls. 


Magnolia Co. .. .. .. 13,000 26,000 1,400 
Developers Co. .. .. 11,000 10,000 

Totals .. .. .. .. 40,000 36,000 23,400 


*On account of car shortage the Texas Co. 
run 1,000 barrels from the Producers. 


The Electra field’s approximate daily 
production follows. 
Barrels 


Producers Oil Co. .. 14,000 
Corsicana Petroleum Co. .. .. .. .. .. 7,500 
J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co. .. .. .. .. 1,000 
Red River Co. .. .. .. : 900 

. .. 25,250 


Petrolia District. 
The gross production .. .. .. . 
Burkburnet District. 


Making the grand total of .27,450 bbls. 


..1,200 bbls. 


mean? It is none other than that thirty- 
three-degree good fellow, Howard Fisher, of 
the Fisher Oil Company of Pittsburg, Pa. It 
seems but a short time since the writer knew 
him as a little boy wearing knickerbockers 
He is here to determine whether it is policy 
to drill a well on the Weith farm or not. He 
did not ask me, if he had I should have said 
it is? But we hope that when the little hole 
has reached the proper depth there will be 
found rivers of oil gushing forth from the 
rock. Everybody has heard of the Fisher Oil 
Company, but few have heard of Howard 
lisher. 

©. D. Harrington is in the city looking after 
his interests here. Mr. Harrington, to the oil 
men, is what Abraham was to the Jews, ex- 
cept if the Lord would call to Mr. Harring- 
ton, “What hast thou in thy bosom?” our 
venerable friend would pull a_ lease out, 
signed, sealed and acknowledged, and say, 
“Here it is, O Lord, a lease from one of the 
unrighteous.” 

R. A. Painter, formerly with the Muskogee 
Toll Co. has purchased an interest in the 
Romona Machine Co., of Wichita Falls. Mr. 
Painter is a skillful mechanic, and a hard 
working man. He has made some needed im- 
provements and the company is doing more 
business than at any time since %t started. We 
extend the glad hand to Mr. Painter, feeling 
sure that he will be able to deliver the goods. 
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Falling in Love with One, 


Being the Tale of “Double 
Scott 


ELIEVI me” I have the real thing this 

time tor rreaders in the Wa\ of a 

sport very time | meet him I al 

wavs lool for the checkered sult, the race 

horse vest and the waxed mustachios I also 

feel that he as somewhere neealed about 

is person three little shells and the transient 

S| e is the sportiest guy who ever 

ehir the fastest trotting mare in the 
grand circuit during the vear 1896, 1897 

\ \. Scott, |) \ is he is called 

the s, was born s neg ago that no 

ne remembers the exact dat | have made 

faithful inquiries neerning the same, but 

there is nothing doing \nv way, he was at 

the toe stumping period im Allen, Allegheny 

count \ lf my memory serves me right 

thats where a great deal of cheese is made. 


reference here, for I want 
the readers to know that “Double A” lacks a 
whole lot of being a cheese as these few lines 
will show 

He started in the oil game at Triumph. He 
saw her Triumph, and then went to Facundus, 
thence to Warren county, Bradford and Alle- 
gheny county, New York. He was at Rixbureg 
during the tire and has a tale that he tells 
of this frightful holocaust that makes the Chi- 
cago disaster look like a bonfire in compari- 
son All of which goes to show that there 
are tew spots where oil is found that this 
hardy gentleman has not been. He has had 
the heartaches that follow the blazers of the 
trail: he has seen his last farthing sail away, 
never to return. He has drank deeply from 
the cup of success. But it never can be said 


that he ever threw friend or failed to donate 


when the hat was passed. .\ chief qualification 


of the old timers 


When you get a character of this kind it is 


Double “A.” Scott, 
Of Everywhere and North Texas. 


hard to do him justice in a page. For a lite 
like “Double A’s” is as full of sobs as a Texas 
\ngora is full of red bugs. But it is not en- 
tirely made of sobs, for there are the pleas 
ures, the wine as it were, of this life: the 
friendships made, and the love of the gentler 
sex. And by the way he is a real ladies’ man 
Now is the time to take on about his Adonis 
like form, his sparkling eyes and his iron gray 
hair, not from age mind you, but because he 
has—here let me put on the soft pedal—sat 
in damp churches bare footed and_ bare 
headed. That is the reason for the premature 
gray hairs. Ah, let me say that the face is 
what counts, and when the gentler sex looks 
into those eyes, they are hypnotic, and the lady 
capitulates and acknowledges that she is his'n 
You will note by this that outside of being a 


successful contractor he is some 


pumpkins 
when it comes to playing hearts. I see noth- 
ing wrong in the combination 

\long in 1896 “Double A” thought he would 
buy a horse, automobiles were not then in 


universal use. wanted something that 


Effie Powers 


Sure He was a Sport— 
I Should Say 


could go like blazes. So in the month of 
March he bought “Effie Powers.” Effie had 
heen condemned as a dead one, and he got 
her at oa bargain He took the little mare 
and cared for her. She was 15-2 hands high 
and weighed about a thousand pounds, and 
was the “goingest” thing that ever was hooked 
to a sulky, and as game as they made them 
\t MckKee’s Rocks in 1897 the little mare 
had to go five heats to win a race that she 
had won in three. It was one of those races 
that shows the mettle in the horse as well 
as the driver. And that fifth heat, when she 
got going, to a bad start, Scott humped him 
self to catch as little wind as possible, carried 
her head well in his arms until he reached 
the back stretch, and then calling to her, and 
cooing to her as if she were his sweetheart 
Did she win? Aye, my boys, she has never 
heen beaten on the home stretch. Forty thou 
sand dollars changed hands on that one race, 
and Effie Powers was immortalized. She now 
is a brood mare in the stable of Savage, and 
is the mother of three colts whose sire is the 
great Dan Patch. That year “Double A” 
drove more winners than that master of all 
drivers, Ed Geers. 

Please note that there was some room for 
the remarks early in this sketch that | was 
writing about a sporty guy. To have owned 
Ffie Powers should have been happiness for 
one lifetime. But not for “Double A.” 

He was a contractor in the Illinois field, 
then in Oklahoma and now inthe North Texas 
field, where he has been two years. I do not 
know how successful he has been here in dol- 
lars and cents, I do not care. For I have 
found in my short life that there is something 
more than the dollar mark necessary to make 
aman. The question of how much has he does 
not concern me, for the poorer a man is the 
closer the bond is between us, for we have 
I know “Double 
A” Scott longer than I care to state, as I am 


everything then in common. 


a much younger looking man, and some guys 
might talk about Osler, etc. As a friend and 
companion I want none better 


An Attorney General’s Soliloquy Over a Living Corpse 


By W. G. Long. 

\h! Thou art dead; 

Thy talons manicured that so 
Whenst thou meet a weaker for 

Thou canst not take his bread 
Thy hired press defame 

That which is dear to me, my name, 
\nd sacrilegiously tear aside 

The veil that screens where I abide, 
Revealing the sanctuary inside 

And thou art dead? 
So old, so trained in intrigue vile 

That talk of justice brings a smile 
\nd wise ones shake their head. 


Thou purchased brain and brawn 


To juggle stock twixt day and dawn 
‘Till the owner had a tictious name 
Thou couldst not play an honest game, 
For from the serpent no 
Dead, dead 
Thy epitaph shall be 


songster came 


Killed by thine own complicity 
Oh: empty head, 

Yet there are those will mourn for thee 
Not for love or sympathy 

But because their birthright they have sold 
To thee for Gold, Gold, GOLD: 

And this is agony untold 
Dead, 

Yet thy fertile spawn is spread 
Throughout a land where heroes bled 

Still none of thine was shed. 


The hydraheaded Myth is true 
The more heads severed, the more there grew 
And leaves a bloody trail 
Of mangled and broken wrecks, and dismal 
wail 
Deaf, stone deaf to the woeful tale. 


And thou art dead? 

No, NO—centuries to come will feel 
The crushings of thy iron heel 

And ery for bread. 
There is no sleep for tired eyes 

For wealth has sleepless heartless spies. 
The land is yours by right of birth 

‘Tis gold alone usurps the earth. 
Gird your armor, gird it tight 

Go out to fight, to fight, to fight. 
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Caddo Looms Again with Big Gushers 


Gets Whole Southwest Excited Deep 
Sands Look Good 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

HOUSTON, TEXAS, July 3.—.\side 
from some of the big wells in the Caddo dis 
rict about the usual amount of work -has 
een done save that in some of the old fields 
there has been a falling off occasioned by the 
ish to the new territory that is so promising 

this time. The points of interest in North- 
ern Louisiana are the Caddo and Manstield 
districts. In the Gulf Coast country places 
claiming the attention of the talent and scouts 
are Summerset, south of San Antonio; Edger- 
in Louisiana, and the old Batson field. 
fields 
along the coast, having yielded its “juice” for 


Batson is one of the so-called) old 


dozen years, but just now has renewed in- 
terest in the new development in the deep 
sand. In fact deep drilling is the order now 
in most of the old tields where development 
work is being pushed. A few years ago but 
few people could be induced to drill deeper 
than 1,500 feet; now, some of the best wells 
are found at depths ranging from 2,500 to 
300 feet This deeper oil is a much higher 
gerade and the wells when properly finished 
are long-lived 


BIG CADDO WELL. 

The big well in the Caddo District brought 
in two weeks ago by the Producers Oil Com- 
pany, known as No. 54, situated north of the 
lake and four miles southwest of Oil City, was 
one of the sensations of the month, and has 
drilling in this 
13,000 


stimulated considerable new 


section The well came in- making 
It is connected 


up with two 4-inch lines to the tanks, and the 


barrels measured production. 


Way it is spitting the “juice” is a sight that 
thrills the through and 


through, even to the warming of his feet 


average oil man 


\fter the well had been flowing a week it was 
still making 10,000 barrels and promises to 
“be good” for some time, although a dozen 
or more wells are now drilling within a stone's 
throw of this Eagle of the Woods. This well 
with some others has stimulated the produc- 
tion in the Caddo and Manstield districts to 
hetween 45,000 and 50,000 barrels per day 

The big burning well of the Producers Oil 
Company, north of the lake near Trese, the 
sensation of last month, was shut in after 
four days and is still flowing. 

North of Oil City a great deal of interest ts 
being manifested in the “chalk oil,” or oil that 
is found in the chalk rock 1,500 to 
1,700 feet. Wells that have been developed in 
this formation are holding up fine, but the 


from 


streaks in the chalk rock containing the oil 
ire hard to tind, as the oil in this formation 
does not seem to lie in pools, but rather in 
narrow runs, or channels, and appears to be of 
the long trend type as they hold up well; in 
fact, some of them have increased their pro- 
duction from the start. 
MOORINGSPORT SUBSIDED. 

While the big well of the Atlas Company at 
Mooringsport 7,000 
barrels some time ago is holding up fairly well 


which came in making 


and is still flowing, there have been several 
smaller ones, and several water hauls during 
the month, so that the interest here has very 


The Gulf Retining Com 
4.000) barrel well 


\tlas. Oil Company's big well and the lake 


materially subsided. 
pany got a between the 
and a number of 100 to 200 barrel wells hav 
come in during the month. But as was to be 


expected with this promiscuous drilling, a 
number of the wells were either dry or rat 
There are three laps of sand fron 
2,100 to 2,300 feet, and the lower lap cor 


tains the oil and gas that makes possible thes 


into water 


big wells, and is known as the big oi] sand 


Both of the upper laps also carry oil in some 
portion of the field, but in the townsite the 
second lap of sand carries only salt) water 
In drilling through to the big sand this water 
soon tinds its way down into the oil sand 
and is flooding a portion of this territory, so 
that even the big wells are now making con 
siderable water. In the shallow territory east 
of Vivian, a 200 barrel well was brought in, 
and on the Joyce a well came in with a rush 
while washing the hole, and has been flowing 
by heads ever since, and a great deal of new 
activity is centering there. 

No new wells have been reported from thi 
Manstield district, but the tension is still ot 
and the scramble for leases is still a part of 
the game and law suits are the order of the 
day 

BATSON FLOWING WELL. 

Batson has taken on renewed life and a 
number of wells are drilling for the deep 
sand. \ new well in the deep sand was 
brought in by the Sun Company and 1s flow 
ing by heads, and promises to be a tine well 
Several shallow wells were also completed 
during the month 


SOUR LAKE: 


credit an 800 bbl 


This field has also to its 
flowing well brought 1 


The Texas Company near their 196 ft. that 
came in several months ago at the rate ot 
5,000 bbls. This well was finished at 1.500 ft 
in a new sand. 

SPINDLE TOP: This old field has very 
little of interest to report, save that the Luck- 
ey Strike Oil Company has a new well to its 
credit and several wells are drilling. 

VINTON: 


of wells drilling, but no large wells are re 


This field has its usual quota 


ported for the month. Several rigs have 
been moved from this field to the new de 
velopment at Edgerly. 

SARATOGA: This field has a flowing 
well to its credit completed by the Rio Bravo 
Oil Company in an 1,850 ft. sand. A number 
of the old wells are drilling deeper, and the 
interest in the field is about normal 

JENNINGS: Very 
tion was developed during the month in this 
field. 


and the Crowley Oil & Mineral Company are 


little new produc- 


Zigler & Company got a 60 bbl. well, 


making a test in the deep sand at 2,500 ft. 

MARKHAM: Several wells are drilling 
in this field, but it has very little new produc- 
tion to its credit. The area covered by this 
oil field is small, and the wells are close to- 
gether, so that any new production does not 
materially increase the output. 


HUMBLE: 


were completed during the month in the va- 


A number of shallow wells 


in Old Fields 


No 


deep wells were completed, but several wells 


rious sands ranging from 625 to 1,000 ft 


are nearing the deep sand that ranges any- 
where from 2,500 to 3.300 ft. The oil found 
in these deep sands is of a high grade, a para- 
tine base, and very inviting to the big com- 
panies, as they hold up for a long time 


GOOSE CREEK: 


set a straimer in the 


The Guffey Company 
deep sand at 2,000 ft 
The well came in 


spraying oil and it is believed it will blow it- 


a dry gasser, but 1s now 


self mn an oil well. Several wells were lost 


by water breaking in around casing, and there 
is a more general disposition to use cement 
in making a seat as tie soft shales and crys- 
talline rock do not make a seat that will hold 
out the water. The Sunset Oil Company al- 
so set a strainer in a 30 ft. sand below 1,900 
ft.. but had to reset on account of the water. 
When the bailer was run it showed for a 
fine well 

The Black Cat Oil Company is starting a 
wild-cat well some two miles north of produc- 
tion, and if there is anything in a name, there 
will be something doing over there 


WILDCAT DEVELOPMENTS. 
Two of the wildcat 
possibility that they will 


classed as new oil fields. At Edgerly, La., 


heretofore ventures 


have a soon be 
one and one-half miles to the north-east, the 
Bright Oil Company brought in a well at 
1,750 ft.. that flowed by heads and was rated 
as a 400 bbl. well. As this well is in line be- 
tween the Vinton Oil field and the Sulphur 
eld, it is pretty generally believed that a new 
oil field has been found. However, the tal- 
ent and scouts have their suspicions as the 
oil is a low grade 17.5 B. and is found at a 
shallower depth than most of the large fields 
of Louisiana. There is a general rush from 
the Vinton field to this territory, and the old 
scramble for leases is on, one lease having 
changed hands for $75,000.00. A number of 
new wells have already started, and it remains 
to be seen just what further may be de- 
veloped 

SUMMERSET: This field, heretofore a 
wildcat venture, lies 18 miles to the south of 
San Antonio, and is owned by the Summerset 
Oil Co., 


pet ple. 


composed principally of San Antonio 
They 


the midst of which they have an unfinished 


have leases on 4,000 acres in 


well that when turned loose spouts oil, gas 
and mud 200 ft. into the air for several min- 
This well when shut in has a 
gas pressure of 250 Ibs 


utes at a time. 
The oil is 36 gravy 
ity, very rich in volatile matter, and comes 
from a 1,100 ft. strata. The casing is 200 ft 
off the bottom, and the hot oif and gas is 
chewing up the shale walls and occasionally 
choking the well. 

The work of drilling this well and gather- 
ing up the leases, was quietly done, and the 
talent scouts had one put over on them, so 
that now there is a scramble for leases and 
lands in fee. This oil is very different from 
that found in the old Mission fields —being 
a much lighter oil, and having a good gas 
pressure. This well is located in the midst 


of a valley several miles long and some two 
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miles wide, so that it 


looks like a field of 
some prominence may be developed. 
OTHER WILDCAT WELLS. 


Dr. P. S. Griffith is drilling 2 miles north 


f Bay City at 2,700 in the crystallized 
and and pyrites 


The Wright Land Comy 


pany is starting a 
vell on their holdings & miles north of Hous- 


on 


The H W vell, near New \ldine, 
is shut down at 1,250 ft. The Abecrombie well 
north of 
does not talk 


the job, but he much, so their 


and has a fine showing of gas; they are drill- 


ing for the deep sand 


Humble is down 3.000 ft. 
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H. R. Ellwood is loading out a rig for a 
well to be drilled on his subdivision, northeast 
of Humble on Tarkington Prairie in the Tan- 
ner Survey. territory, 
being in line with Humble and Batson, and 
bearing 


This is very likely 


similar indications. The con- 
tracts are let for other wells to be put down 


very 


soon on this same prairie 

The Bridgeport Oil Company, of Pennsyl- 
vania, has reported two showings at 500 and 
700 ft., and are jubilant over the outlook of 
their well 5 miles southeast of Liberty. Noth- 
ing of news has come from the Guffey well at 
Higs Island, or the 
County developments. 


Orange and Jefferson 


Harmon and Dutty Continue 
Buying Oklahoma Leases 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
TULSA, OKLA., July 3—James King 
New York con- 
tinue to acquire production in the Okla- 
homa field. Mr. Duffey, 
first had his attention called to Oklahoma 


Duffey and associates of 
strange enough, 


through his connection with former gover- 
nor Charles N. Haskell Mr. Duffey it 
appears was one of the goats of that astute 
promotor, and is himself authority for the 
statement that he is the only man on rec- 
ord to give away a railroad by telegraph. 
Mr. Duffey was associated with Haskell in 
the promotion and construction of the road 
\rkansas, through Mus- 
Oklahoma 

This line was later sold to the Frisco. As 
the story goes 


from Fayettvalle, 


kogee to Okmulgee, 


Haskell was conducting the 


negotiations One day in New York 
Duffey received a wire from Haskell to 
immediately wire his resignation from 
whatever position it was he held in 


the original organization, together with an 


assignment of his. stock 


Thinking that 


the deal was about to be 


consummated 


Duffey complied, and, according to. the 
tory, was left out in the cold in the final 
distribution of profits. Duffey was later 
a government witness in the celebrated 


townsite fraud cases which were instituted 
in the Haskell by 
forced to spend 
regions of Oklahoma 
quick to see the 


federal court against 
Col. Roosevelt, and was 
much time in the oil 
He was possibilities of 
the country, and has been acquiring prop 


erty for more than two years. 


BUY MORE OIL. 

tlis syndicate first purchased some large 
holdings from Charles Page, more than a 
vear ago, and thus erected the Phoenix re- 
finery at Sand Springs, a suburb of Tulsa 
and another Page promotion. It is said 
that the latest purchase of production con- 
sisting of 380 farrels from 21 wells owned 
by the Escrow O11 Company, a Page con- 
cern, was forced on the New 
York men as a precautionary move to pro- 


practically 


tect their refinery interests. The 
given at $209,000, 
better than $500 per 


consid- 
eration is 
trifle 


which is a 
barrel, in no 
sense excessive when other 
purchases that made recently, 
and in view of the acerage acquired which 
is said to be 2,000 acres. 

It is a fact that the independent refiners 
are unable to secure 


compared to 


have been 


a barrel of production 


for their plants without paying a substan- 
tial premium over the 
by the pipe lines. 


exists it is difficult 


quotations posted 
Just why this condition 

to explain It would 
seem that the producers who have so often 
felt the 
right 


injustice of monopoly, 
Oklahoma 


the black and lean years of 


notably 
here in the fields during 
1906 to 1910, 
a portion of which time there was nothing 
in the nature of competition and the re- 
mainder of which period the competition 
was merely nominal, would appreciate and 
encourage those 
tributed so 


factors which have con- 


substantially in 
the present protitable era 


inaugurating 


But they do not. Almost to a man the 
producers stick to the pipe 


unless the 


line companies 


independent retiners offer a 


premium they can not resist, and even 
then tender the oil to the pipe line com- 
pames at the offered figure There must 
be a point above which the 


can not bid and 


independents 
with the pipe 
finished product 
Just what that figure is remains to be de- 
termined, but that it has 


compete 
line refineries on the 
about been 
reached is evidenced by the disposition of 
the independent retiners to acquire produc- 
tion as fast as their resources will permit 
In this, which is an entirely new 
their part, they are 


poli V on 
their 
heavier competitors who are also acquiring 


spurred on by 
production on a lavish seale, and, strange 
enough, appear to have an especial liking 
for that production 
some independent 


being used to feed 


refinery on a premium 
basis. 


The tendency among producers is to fol- 
low the Biblical injunction and agree with 
their adversaries quickly. That is to say 
few of them are refusing the offers of re- 
finers and pipe lines where the figures are 
up to the standards fixed by other~ sales. 
The realization is general that a big game 
is being played among the marketers and 
refiners and that the 
Hence 


future is 
taking their 
pinching back a goodly pile, and 
launching wildcat wells in the hope of 
opening another pool and developing an- 
other property to sell to those who want 
production so badly. 


prob- 
lematical. 
profit, 


they are 


And this policy on 
the part of the producer commends itself 
to the judgment of those who view pro- 
ceedings from the sidelines. 
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LANE TO SOLVE 
OSAGE PROBLEM 


Producers Now Belieue He’ll Look 
Out For Smal! Man 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
TULSA, OKLA., July 2.—Osage leas 
matters continue to command the attention 
of operators throughout the Oklahoma. tield 
The hearing given the 
luminating Co. by 


Indian Territory 
Secretary Lane and the 
evidence brought out at that hearing, have don: 
much to clarify a question on which there had 
previously been very little public opinion. 

The blanket lease of the Indian Territor, 
lluminating Co., which covered practically all 
of the known productive area of the Osage 
tribe, had been accepted rather than under 
stood. There had been a time several years 
ago, when the terms of this company to its 
sublessees had caused consideralle dissatisfa 
tion, but as the vears passed and the prospect 
ing of the sublessees proved profitable in most 
cases, the disposition to consider the interests 
of the sublessees dependent upon the renewal 
of the blanket lease grew immensely. 

Among oil men generally the hearing before 
Secretary Lane made two distinct impressions 

1. The Indian Territory Illuminating Co 
for some reason or other, failed to present a 
strong case. 


2. Mr. Secretary Lane does not at the pres 
ent time look with much favor on the proposal 
to renew this old lease. 

What the investigation to be made by the 


new Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Cato 


Sells, will disclose remains to he seen, but the 
prevails quite generally that thi 
department looks on the Indian Territory I] 


impression 


luminating Co. as monopolistic in its operations 
in the Osage, and, while determined to protect 
the interests of every operating company, feels 
that a renewal of this lease is not necessary 
to accomplish such an end. 

\nd the sublessees, being assured that their 
rights are to he recognized—that they will be 
permitted to operate their 


properties undei 


practically the same conditions as at present, 
the only material difference being that the 
royalty now paid the Indian Territory Hlum 
inating Co. will be paid to the Indian -allotte: 
direct, have lost much of their enthusiasm for 
a renewal of the blanket lease. So marked ts 
this change in attitude that no surprise need 
he felt should many of these sublessees find a 
way to let Commissioner Sells understand that 
they are entirely indifferent as to the renewal 
of the blanket lease. Nor need there be any 
great surprise should some of them appear in 
active opposition to the renewal. 
PRODUCERS AGAINST IT. 

For the organtzatién of really independent 
operators in Oklahoma is becoming active and 
effective. These men are vigorously oppos- 
ing the renewal program and standing squarels 
for what might be called the open door policy 
in the opening of the Osage. They seek to 
bring about a condition that will enable any 
legitimate operator to secure a lease in this 
reservation. They do not seek to deprive either 
the Indian Territory Illumniating Company 
or any of its sublessees of any of their vested 
rights. 
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Cushing is Beating 30,000 Barrels a Day 


Careful Gauge of All Properties Shows One: 
Third of Its Production Has Been Concealed — 


The Cushing, Okla. field is producing more than 30,000 barrels 
of high gravity crude a day, and not 19,000 barrels as alleged by 
statistical “authorities,” according to private information received by 
THE NEWS. 

This gauge of better than 30,000 barrels a day was obtained by 
averaging the actual runs of the wells for the last week in July, and 
by further information obtained it is known that this same average 
of 30,000 barrels a day also obtained during the last three weeks in 
July. 

The source of THE NEWS figures is of course private, but 
they were obtained in such a way and by such absolutely reliable 
persons, whom this paper has always found far more accurate and 
authentic in the past than the much quoted statistical “authorities,” 
that the figures are entitled to the most serious consideration, 

The new figures are based upon a thorough investigation in the 
Cushing field by expert oil men, together with such a check on the 
situation that their figures could not be out more than a few score 
barrels at the outside. 

The 30,000 barrels is divided roughly follows between the 
companies operating in the field: 

Prairie Oil & Gas Company 16,000 barrels. 
... 6,000 barrels. 
... 4,500 barrels. 


Waters-Pierce Oil Company 
Gulf Pipe Line Company 


Consumers Relining Company (Shaffer)... 2,200 barrels. 
29,500 barrels. 

Balance to above 30,000 barrels being run by the Chanute Ke- 
fining Company and the Jane Oil Company. 

The 30,000 barrels, it is believed, are more than the tield had 
been showing in June due primarily to the new Wheeler wells and 
the well of the McMann Oil Company, which for its first 18 days 
made a total of 25,950 barrels. 

That there has been any sudden advance from 20,000 to 30,000 
barrels a day is doubted for the reason that it is believed that the tield 
has been underrated by the “powers that be” from not long after its 
start and that this underrating was done for the purpose of keeping 
the Independent retiners and pipe lines out. 


It will be remembered that the field was developed by Independent 
producers who, because of various things, including an inability to get 
a fair price for an immense quantity of gas, put up a fight. In- 
cidentally they were responsible for some of the stir up in Kansas 
City against the old gas lines. Likewise from the start they de- 
manded good premiums and talked higher prices even to the Prairie 
under threat of building their own relineries, which one of the higgest 
of them, C. B. Shaffer, did. Furthermore, owing to the quality of the 
oil, many Independent refiners put up a hard fight for the crude, so 
that to head off what looked like a general stampede toward Cushing 
and likewise to cause some of the owners of the fat production to 
let go at the usual “bargain counter” prices, it is assumed that the 
Prairie got busy undermining the field in the estimation of the oil 
public. 

One thing has been quite noticeable of late—if you want to get a 
rise out of any of the “oil authorities” all you have to do is to credit 
Cushing with a thousand barrels or so above what they rate it and 
the said oil “authorities” will talk and write until they are black in 
the face. 

With this showing on Cushing of more than eleven thousand 
barrels concealed from the public, there naturally arises the question 
how many barrels are being concealed on the rest of the field, and 
it might not be amiss to inquire if the Oklahoma field’s total pro- 
duction has not been boosted at times, or its stocks unduly inflated, 
for the purpose of affecting the so-called market price. 

There have long been rumors, especially during the low price 
period, that the Prairie was even paying taxes on empty tanks, carry- 
ing them on the tax duplicate as filled. This may seem like a wild 
goose yarn, and yet our erstwhile friends who once congregated at 
26 Broadway have been known to do such interesting things. At all 
events they would not be deterred by the cost. 

If the new Oklahoma oil producers’ association can afford it, 
it might well be worth the time and money of the producers, and 
they should be able to get help from the Independent refiners to keep 
personal tab on such of the statistics of the field that they can, or at 
all events get independent figures on the production of wells) or 
fields that are lable to be important factors in the Oklahoma crude 
oil situation. 


Hot Weather Made Oklahoma Quiet in July 


(By Special Correspondent.) and went without 
TULSA, OKLA., Aug. 9.—July, in the 
Oklahoma fields, as compared to the pre- but were = satistied 
ceding months, was quiet as the Julys in 
the Oklahoma oil tield always have been. 
But two events out of the ordinary trans- 


creased until at the close of the month it 


and the price of oil climbed another nickel 


and is halting uncertainly at the tantalizing price will continue to advance in five-cent 


point of 98 cents per barrel. 

The last advance came Monday, July 21. 
lt was freely wagered that the additional 
two cents would be vouchsafed on the fol- 


lowing Monday, and when that day came to this schedule. 


the expected increase, 
there were mighty few of the producers 
that it would be an- 
nounced on the first of the month. But it 
wasn't. it hasn’t come yet. now 
the same fellows are declaring that when it 
pired: The production at Cushing in- does come it will be 


pretend to follow this dope. Just why the 


stop, is one of the mysteries at the present 
writing. I don’t like that “23” business 
myself, and make no pretense of adhering 


\s stated elsewhere in this correspond- 
ence, it is my conviction that the price of 
Oklahoma crude will continue to advanee 
until a lot of fellows now offering a substan- 
tial premium for Oklahoma crude find it in- 
convenient to do so. And the best possible 


the usual 5 cent ad- guarantee that the top has not yet been at- 


vance and will be kept up intermittently tained is found in the fact that all of the 
stood at the highest mark in its history, until Oklahoma is quoted $1.23. | don't 


little fellows, so far as known, have met the 
latest rise plus their usual premium. And 
some of the bigger ones are not making 


heats until $1.23 has been reached, and then much effort to conceal their purpose to 


continue this policy indefinitely. The Wa- 
ters-Pierce people right now are paying a 
substantial premium for production. Some 
place this premium as high as 15 cents per 
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barrel, while others assert that it is only 
10 cents. Hither figure is decidedly worth 
while to the man with oil to sell if his pro- 
duction is on or near the Waters-Pierce line 
When the last advance in oil was marked 
up the Waters-Pierce folk promptly met it, 
premium and all. 

CUSHING ALONE INTERESTING. 

The drill failed to produce any -ensaa- 
tions during the month. The nearest it 
came was in the Schaffer well across the 
river from Cushing. This well is something 
of a mystery, according to some, who as- 
sert that the facts are being held back for 
speculative purposes. This might be true 


and still not be at all strange. It seems to 


be the fact that this well is promising for 
a very good producer, and, apparently, 
opens a field still further north. The Milli- 
ken well, four or five miles in advance of 
the Cushing production is also held to be 
of vast import, inasmuch as it indicates 
either a long extension of the Cushing 
pool or the striking of a new one. There 
has been the usual sensational scramble 
ior acreage with prices being run up far 
beyond the point of reasonableness 

Then the Stebbins well near Price, about 
five miles west of Tulsa, where the explo- 
sion occurred that killed tive men, is con- 
sidered vastly important; perhaps more 
than any other, inasmuch as this territory 
has all along been considered gas territory, 
and Stebbins and associates began this well 
for the purpose of increasing their gas 
supply and were not drilling with the ex- 
pectation of finding oil. It is just across 
the river from the Page gas wells which 
struck the gas sand at a little over four- 
teen hundred feet. The Stebbins hit the 
sand at this depth, but it was badly broken 
and the volume was not satisfactory, and 
the drill was sent on down when the oil 
sand was penetrated with amazing results. 

The theory now is that the entire sec- 
tion, including the Page gas wells, is 
equally productive at a slightly greater 
depth than any of the wells have yet been 
drilled. This getting better production a 
trifle deeper seems to be fast becoming the 
rule in the Oklahoma field. Dry holes of 
former days, if abandoned short of sixteen 
or seventeen hundred feet, no longer deter 
them from starting a rig. And it is because 
of this fact that so many wells are being 
drilled in on acreage hitherto condemned. 
In the Sours-Shallenberger well, just south 


of Tulsa, the sand was struck just a few 
feet deeper than the dry holes surrounding 
which had condemned the territory five or 
six years ago, and the rush into that section 
has behind it nothing more substantial than 
the conviction that the old holes were dry 
simply because they stopped too soon. 
Another mystery well of which prac- 
tically nothing is known, but which may 
prove well worth while, was drilled in dur- 
ing the month by the Barnsdall Oil Com- 
pany, and is located in the Osage, south- 
west of Chautauqua, Kansas. Its precise lo- 
cation is not known, but it is in a section of 
the Osage far west of the line that has 
been held by those most conversant with 
that section to be the western line of even 
possible production. ] talked to one pro- 
ducer, who is watching this well, and he 
told me that information concerning it was 
exceedingly hard to secure, but that he had 
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the very best authority that the well was 
showing for a hundred barrels. Ili this re- 
port is true then the scramble for Osage 
acreage will become more general and fren- 
zied, for such a well as far from what, unt! 
this time, has been considered producing 
territory, unfolds possibilities difficult to 
limit. It is a fact that the Indian Territory 
Iuminating Company officials, who have 
prospected all over the Osage, have no re- 
spect for that section of the reservation ly- 
ing west of a line drawn north and south 
through Pawhuska, except the small cor- 
ners here and there along the river where 
small pools have been uncovered. Several 
wells drilled by them at the solicitation o! 
the interior department, in the section- 
west of Pawhuska, have given no. sign 
whatever of anything worth while. It is 
safe to state that the Barnsdall operatiion- 
will be watched closely. 
CENTRAL FUEL HAS PEACE. 

The long litigation of the Central Fuel 
Oil Company has at last come to an end 
with, apparently, everybody satisfied. The 
company is being turned under the man- 
agement of the Texas Company and its 
general office, and effects are being moved 
from Bartlesville into the Tulsa offices of 
the Texas Company where it is to receive 
the managerial efforts of Dave Connolly, 
who has some reputation as a field man- 
ager. The name of the concern under the 
compromise and ensuing reorganization is 
the Central Petroleum Company, with Joe 
Cullinan, of the Texas Company, as presi- 
dent. Of the seven directors, Col. George 
C. Priestly, of Bartlesville, and Samuel Un- 
termyer, of New York, represent the in- 
terests of the old Central Fuel Oil Com 
pany stockholders. It is said that the tirst 
notice to stockholders of the proposed com- 
promise brought in all but ninety thousand 
dollars’ worth of the nearly six million dol- 
lars’ worth of outstanding bonds. There is a 
general conviction that the affairs of this 
concern are now in good shape and that it 
is not only going to be put through with- 
out loss to anyone, but will prove a money 
maker in the end. Col. Priestly, who has 
had to do a lot of floorwalking during the 
past two years because of his prominence 
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in the Central Fuel Oil deal, now professe- 
to feel like a kid just out of school. 

The Stebbins well in 8-19-12, five miles 
west of Tulsa, where the tragic explosio: 
occurred, manages to continue to caus 
trouble. It has not been put in a condition 
where a fair estimate of its production can 
be given, due to caving below the casing, 
which runs to within a hundred feet or so 
of the bottom. It was connected up with 
the tanks one day recently and turned loos. 
and made a tank from 8&8 o'clock in the 
morning until 6 in the evening. It is con- 
sidered good for 400 barrels four feet in 
the sand, and everybody with acreage in 
the vicinity is getting busy. Mr. Stebbins 
and his associates are building a rig for No. 
2 one location distant. 

A few weeks ago the Keystone section 
west and north of Tulsa was attracting a 
lot of attention, and a good many believed 
that a second Cushing was being opened 
Various tests since that have caused Key- 
stone stock to decline. Recently Roth & 
Schaffer completed a dry one in 16-20-9, 
north of the other Keystone development, 
which is generally credited with proving 
the requiem for that section. 

The Osage continues to look like the 
best possible chance for materially increas- 
ing the production of the field. The Barns 
dall well in the northwest section, while 
largely a mystery, is generally believed to 
be an unusually promising test, and to at- 
ford ample justification for considerable de 
velopment work in that section. In addi- 
tion to this that lucky partnership, White 
& Sinclair, are bringing in a good one in 
8-23-8 west of Hominy, a section of the 
Osage that has likewise hitherto been con- 
sidered undesirable. They got the top of 
the sand in this test at about 2,500 feet, 
and after a few feet in the hole filled with 
fluid, and they stopped to erect tankage. 
This well is causing a great deal of interest 
and it will be watched closely even though 
White & Sinclair are understood to own 
practically everything joining. Some re- 
fuse to become excited, declaring “that 
bunch could get an oil well on top the 
Rocky Mountains.” For luck they cer- 
tainly can’t be beat. 


New Production Fell Off 
Despite More New Wells 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

TULSA, OKLA,., Aug. 11.—As forecasted 
in these columns last month, the production 
in the Mid-Continent field during July de- 
clined materially. The June production 
from 8&3 completions totaled 32,188 barrels, 
while the July production from 884 comple- 
tions, one more than in June, was only 26,- 
072 barrels. This for Oklahoma. In the 
Kansas division there was an increase in 
production of 134 barrels, June showing 
1,874 barrels from 190 wells as against 2,008 
barrels in July from 208 wells. In the Kan- 
sas-Oklahoma district at the close of the 
month there were 1,246 wells in process, 
rigs or drilling, as against 1,222 last month. 
There were 209 dry holes and 83 gas wells. 
The runs for the month, estimated in the 
case of all lines except the Prairie Oil & 
Gas Company, were 5,240,917 barrels, as 


against 5,168,817 for June. Deliveries for 
July were 5,222,791, as against 4,881,476, 
while stocks for July are placed at 50,500,- 
792, as against 49,653,326 for June. 

The story the figures carry is that no 
new pool was discovered during the month, 
and the old ones are proving unequal to the 
task of keeping up production. Likewise 
that even approximately dollar oil will not 
keep men at the hopeless task of punching 
dry holes in territory that refuses to re- 
spond. Then, too, of course the vacation 
season and the excessively hot weather. 
with the accompanying shortage of water in 
many sections, have combined to check op- 
erations, especially those of a wildcat na- 
ture. A wildcat venture, at best, is an ex- 
pensive luxury. 


The frenzied effort to increase production 
in other fields; to repeat, if possible, the 
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Blue Creek history, and the resultant failure 
in practically every instance, has proved to 
the satisfaction of most every one that all 
hope of holding up production centers in 
the Mid-Continent field. Drilling operations 
in the old Kansas tields are picking up won- 
derfully, and there is nothing more certain 
than that operators up there will find the 
work decidedly protitable, but hardly ona 
sensational scale. Operators the 
lower Oklahoma districts are beginning to 
pay close attention to the old Kansas farms, 
and lease values have begun to appreciably 
idvance up there. 

In Oklahoma there are pools in every 
township if one cares to follow the lease 
speculators. But the venturesome operator, 
after heart-breaking experience, knows bet- 
ter There are pools doped out by the so- 
called talent from Pittsburg county to the 
\rkansas line on the east, and from Okla- 
homa City to the Kansas line. But they 
are not showing up. That there will be 
new Bird Creeks and new pools of modest 
proportions in the shallow districts is only 
a reasonable expectation; there are vast 
areas yet to be thoroughly tested. But that 
any more Glen Pools exist, or even Cush- 
ings, is a possibility so remote as to be 
hardly worth considering. Of all sections 
left to be tested out thoroughly, the Osage 
country is the best bet. 

The United States agent at Pawhuska has 
let it be known that he will receive applica- 
tions to lease any of the lands in Western 
Osage. The bids must, of course, specify 
just what sections are desired, and will be 
placed before the tribal council and then 
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forwarded to Washington in the regular 
way. Speedy action of the overnight kind 
can not be had in dealing with the depart- 
ment. It takes time, patience and money, 
and not any inconsiderable quantity of each 
But the Osage unquestionably holds great 
wealth for somebody. 

The corporation commission of Oklahoma 
has got the gas men guessing. It recently 
issued an order requiring gas companies to 
file a report showing in greatest detail the 
cost of construction, operation, etc., and the 
eas folk don’t know whether to grin or 
take to the brush. It is suspected that tl 
corporation commission is gettine itself 
ready in advance to act intelligently on any 
complaints that may come to it later. Phys 
ical valuation is mighty apt to become a 
leading issue in the case of gas companies 
after the object lesson put before the peo 
ple by the Kansas Natural case. 


OKLAHOMA NOTES. 
The Muskogee Refining Company has sued 
the Waters Pierce Oil Company for $11.- 


8, an amount alleged to be due on the 
purchase price of oil furnished. 

So far as can be discovered the whole 
Gillespie family is summering in the lake re- 
gion north of Minneapolis, the guests of 
Frank Gillespie, of Tulsa, chairman of the 
executive committee of the Oklahoma Oil 
& Gas Producers Association. Frank bought, 
purloined or rented a whole darned camp up 
there, invited all of his relations and ordered 
all of his lease men to report there. They 
are having a regular hog-killing time. His 
two boys drove through in their motor, con- 


suming only four days for the trip, which, by- 
the-way, is going some even for two Okla- 
homa oil kids, and, it is believed, smashing 
the record of the Abernathy boys. 

Judge Brown, of the Nowata-Rogers Coun- 
ty jurisdiction, recently brought to a finality 
«a ease which has been pending for lo these 
many months, involving the Carrie Cochran 
oil allotment and the rights of the Tulsa Oil 
Company. Judge Brown restored the guard- 
ianship of the girl to her father, ordered the 
former guardian, Stephen B. Tehee, of Tahle- 
quah, a member of the Legislature, to turn 
over all properties and make an immediate 
accounting, and also ordered the Tulsa Oil 
Company to make an immediate accounting. 
The oil company appears to have lost on 
every count. There have been many sensa- 
tions more or less connected with this case, 
one of which was the alleged kidnapping of 
the minor. A book of all these queer oil 
cases would prove to be immensly interesting 
if not a best seller in the oil regions. 

The Barnsdall Oil Company, of Bartles- 
ville, has filed a suit in the federal court at 
Guthrie against J. K. and Mary Wise involv- 
ing what is considered a valuable leasehold in 
] 


3-22-10. The suit also questions the validity 
f the famous blanket lease first granted to 
Edwin B. Foster and approved by Act of 
Congress, March, 1905, and now known as the 
Indian Territory Illuminating Company lease. 
Wise, it seems, has refused to permit the com- 
plaining company, which is a sublessee of the 
Indian Territory Company, to enter on his 
allotment and prospect for oil and gas as per 
the terms of its lease. The case will be 
watched with considerable interest. 


power plant on your lease ? 


OIL MEN. ATTENTION! 


With the price of Crude Oil higher than it has been in over seventeen years, and with ‘‘ good times’’ ahead for 
the PRODUCER, don’t you think that this is the proper time to commence figuring with us on the installation of a 


OUR TERMS ARE EASY—TIME OR CASH 
Consider, also, the Fuel Economy by the Use of the Emery Gas Driven Air Compressor 


THE EMERY MACHINE COMPANY 


BRADFORD, PA. 
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Oil Country “Colonels” End Bloodless Engagement 


Can’t Agree Whether Producers Association is Good 
or Bad—Some Side-Lights on the Old Organization 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
TULSA, OKLA, Aug. 7.—Aside from 
ushering in the hay fever season July became 
the Midcontinent 
field through a colloquial battle between three 
of its most 


more or less famous in 
“colonels” to-wit: 
“Col.” H. L. Wood, confidential attache of the 
Prairie Oil & Gas Company, “Col.” James 
Moroney, editor of the Midcontinent Oil 
News, and “Col.” W. H. Peck, oil editor of 
the Tulsa Democrat. 
ing, 


famous noted 


It was right interest- 


“Colonel” Wood, it should be explained, al- 
so writes for the Fuel Oil Journal, of Hous- 
ton, Texas, and has always or at least ever 
since he came into the oil region, either off- 
cially or otherwise, seemed to have held a 
brief for the pipe lines and the monopolistic 
element in the oil industry. In a recent issue 
of the Fuel Oil Journal he rather viciously 
assailed the Independent Oil Producers As- 
sociation. This enough for “Col.” 
Moroney who is no less than vice-president 
of the association. He wert after Wood, and 
in landing on that “expert” evidently jolted 
somebody or something behind him, for Wood 
couldn’t wait until the next issue of The 
Instead he the columns of 
The World, which always seem available for 


was 


Journal. used 
the Prairie side of things, and undertook to 
take Moroney’s measure. “Col.” Peck, 
standing on the sidelines as it were, took a 


Then 


broad side swipe at the struggling belliger- 
ents in the center of the ring. 

But there is more to the scrap than appears 
on the surface. It is a fact that “that man 
Moroney” is capable of stirring the animals 
quicker and 
the 


than one in 
I don’t know that they really 
I do know that they hate him. It 
has been the policy hitherto to ignore him. 
\nd “Woody’s” three-column assault in a bor- 


more easily any 
business. 


fear him. 


rowed paper suggests orders from some place 
other than Tulsa, just as his persistent and 


continued assault on the Independent Pro- 
ducers Association suggests orders from 
some other place. 

PRODUCERS ARE WISE. 

For the Independent Producers Associa- 
tion 1s cutting ice It has already cut ice, and 
it is going to cut some more. If the present 
board of control of the Independent Produ- 
\ssociation stands by its guns and re- 
fuses to permit questionable interests to be- 
come identified with its membership, it can 
make big history for the genuine oil man in 
the settlement of various issues now before 
the government, both st and federal. If it 


permits pipe lines and other interests to gain 


control it will go just like all other organiza- 


tions of the kind have gone 
“Colonel” Wood never tires of harping on 
the first Midcontinent Oil & 
Producers Association, and citing it as the cer- 
tain fate to befall all 


themselves against legislative ag- 


the tate oi Gas 


attempts of producers 
to protect 


gressions on one hand, and against pipe line 


injustices on the other. 
[ was in at the organization of the Mid- 
continent Oil 


& Gas Producers Association. 


I assisted in giving the widest possible pub- 
licity to the movement to bring about the 
meeting of producers at 
for its organization. 


called 
I encouraged it in every 
way through the editorial columns, and com- 


Bartlesville 


mented on the necessity for such an organiza- 
tion as the call provided for. I was on the 
ground when a bunch of Standard Oil hang- 
ers-on called the meeting together and cap- 
tured the organization a full hour before the 
time set for the producers to assemble. I 
saw one man forcibly put down the stairs be- 
cause he called the proceedings what they 
were—‘disgraceful and scandalous.” I know 
from actual experience that not a representa- 
tive of the press was permitted to be in on the 
coup or to be present at the snap meeting 
except “Col.” Wood, then a staff representa- 
tive of the Oil City Derrick. I had a cooked 
up “record of proceedings” handed me by the 
newly elected secretary, and had the most en- 
joyable moment of my life when I refused 
to publish the story as it was prepared and 
took the opportunity to say directly what I 
thought of the whole proceedings. 

How this organization” 
treked to City to hold another 
secret meeting in the name of the independ- 
ent producers of Oklahoma; how the story 
of its guilt was telegraphed to a Kansas City 
paper, and how that paper found it out, even 
though the association had taken a handsome 
suite on the second floor and put a “secre- 
tary” in charge while its “directors” ‘and guid- 
ing spirits repaired to another suite on the 
fourth floor of the hotel, is history, interest- 
ing history, but not to the point. 

GOT ’EM IN WRONG. 

I say that organization should never have 
lived twenty-four hours. As a matter of fact 
it never existed. Its name was a misnomer, 
and during the months that it dragged along 
it did the producers of Oklahoma more harm 
than all other forces put together. It bred 
suspicion of every oil man in the minds of 
the authorities at 


“pioneer then 


Kansas 


Washington, and this sus- 
picion must needs be removed by actual evi- 
Unto this day the name of Ethan Al- 
lan Hitchcock, then secretary of the interior, 


dence. 


is anathematized by the oil men of Oklahoma, 
yet not a few of the hardships p-aced on the 
Oklahoma producers by the department are 
Hitchcock's 
the Midcon- 
\ssociation or- 


easily traceabie to 
heart-breaking 
Oil & 


ganized that day in 1905 in Bartlesville 


Secretary 
experience with 


tinent Gas Producers 
When “Col.” Wood seeks to measure the 


effectiveness of an organization made up of 
real independents with that old organization 
of henchmen of the only marketing concern 
then the field he 


nothing 


operating in Oklahoma 


himself absurd It 
the men 
the 
were largely in control of the old Midconti- 
nent The point is that 
their lesson; seen 
and 


makes 
that 
identified 


matters 


many of who are at present 


with independent movement 


Association. they 


have learned have 
atter hope 


to ashes. 


hope 
promise after promise turn 
They are more dependable in a 
finish fight now than some who have never 


smelled powder, for they know by bitter ex- 
perience how worthless promises are when 
they are made by certain interests. 

If I might I could relate an interesting 
story with respect to a certain producer who 
has been in the field almost from the first. 
In those days he was the most daring and 
resourceful of the Standard henchmen. To a 
very considerable extent the credit for the 
coup whereby the original producers asso- 
ciation was taken from the independents and 
turned over to the pipe line interest be- 
longs to him. There was no distance he 
would not go in those days for Archibold, 
O’Brien, Moffett and the crowd of big fel- 
lows. He knew them all; was on familiar 
terms with them. And they used him—used 
him to a fare-you-well! I met him fre- 
quently in those days—as Roman met. bar- 


barian. Six or seven years later we met as 
friends—after he had been broken, as_ the 
heartless, pitiless political machine breaks 


those who dare to question it or come to 
stand in its way or to demand too great a 
price. And he told me nothing but what 1 
had known all the while, except that his own 
part had been played for special favors, to get 
his oil run when others couldn’t, and gain 
such favors as was necessary for a producer 
to stay in the game during those black days. 
He went to Washington to help his friends 
when the producers and others at last would 
not be cajoled longer, and he exacted certain 
promises for himself and friends in case he 
succeeded in doing what they asked. The 
promises were solemnly given—to be broken 
and then denied. 

I may not give this good fellow’s name. 
But he’s an independent now as is an inde- 
pendent and he'll stick to the end. For has 
he not tasted the hollowness of promises? 
There are many like him, or at least with ex- 
periences like his. And of such is the present 
Independent Producers Association made up 
—veterans who have learned to despise the 
foe though not to underestimate him. 

And it is 


was 


because independent sentiment 
that “Col.” Wood's be- 
littling remarks have caused an instant chal- 
true that 
other oil men’s associations have not amount- 
ed to much. 


never so keen 


lenge from various sources. It is 


But it was because of treachery 
and worse that \nd there 
is an almighty broad suspicion abroad in the 
that the present 
Wood, as the confidential 
and information-getter of the 
bred of the that the 
present organization has thus far sidestepped 


such is the case. 


Oklahoma 


oil regions of 
concern of 
press agent 


Prairie, is knowledge 


the mistakes of its predecessors and gives 
promise of doing this to a finish. 
P. S. “Col.” Wood has just announced his 


“retirement” from Prairie employment. He 
says he will be the “general” chief of staff 
and commandant of a brokerage office. All 
real army colonels are generally retired as 
generals to get more retired pay, so let’s pro- 
mote Woody to the title of “general” at least. 
Why not, eh? Be generous you fellows—it 
should be “General” Wood hereafter. 
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CHARGE GOVERNMENT 
WITH POOR CONDUCT 


Osage Lease Defendants Ask to 
Have Indictments Against 
Them Quashed 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

TULSA, OKLA. Aug. 9.—Another 
move in the case of the United States vs. 
William Leahy, Wesley Dial, E. F. Scott, 
John Palmer, Ed Bacon Rind, A. W. Com- 
stock, William Plumb and H. H. Tucker, 
Jr., as president of the Uncle Sam Oil 
Company, accused of conspiring to obtain 
leases on 400,000 acres of Osage Indian 
lands, was made recently when the de- 
fendants filed a motion in the federal court 
at Oklahoma City to have the indictments 
quashed on the grounds of improper con- 
duct on the part of the officials in securing 
them. 

The motion charges Fred Cook, investi- 
gator for the interior department, and who 
worked up the cases, with intimidating 
three of the witnesses before the grand 
jury, forcing them to testify under threats 
of sending them to jail. The motion fur- 
ther charges Cook with testifying as to his 
conclusions rather than as to findings of 
facts, and accuses District Attorney Board- 
man, who conducted the grand jury, as be- 
ing prejudiced against the defendants. 

The motion has caused a midsummer rip- 
ple to break over an otherwise placid and 
serene stream. Cook, in an authorized in- 
terview, has vehemently denied every one 
of the charges made against him, alleging 
that all are predicated on a street brawl he 
had with a drunken Indian witness after he 
had left the grand jury room, in which he, 
Cook, threatened ‘to knock the 
head off if he didn’t stop his foolishness. 


Indian’s 


Mr. Cook also asserts that the defend- 
ants, through their attorneys, asked to be 
permitted to appear before the grand jury 
at the time of the investigation and present 
their side; that the court forbade this, ex- 
plaining that the law did not permit them 
to waive the immunity thus gained even if 
they so desired, but that a half dozen of 
their witnesses were summoned, and that 
all appeared before the grand jury except- 
ing P. J. Hurley, an attorney of Tulsa. 

Hurley, who is national attorney for the 
Choctaw Indians, was in Washington at 
the time. He is a young man who has 
made a favorable impression by his stand 
on public matters, both locally and nation- 
ally, and Cook’s statement that the de- 
fendants in the case had had him sum- 


thousands of dollars. 


We have all the U. S. 
plats and data for the 


Culbertson 
Phillip H. Brennan 


Are your lease lines accurately located ? 
A mistake in your boundaries may cost you 


We can settle your doubts. 


Brennan & Rooney 


Contractors and Engineers 


Tulsa, Okla. 


Government survey 
Mid-Continent field. 


Building 
L. J. F. Rooney 


moned has caused considerable speculation 
as to his connection with the affair. 

The personal charges being made against 
the government officers connected with the 
case are almost certain to result in redou- 
bled efforts on their part to gather all of 
the evidence in existence, and the case may 
be expected to command large space in the 
papers for months to come. 


COUNTY COURTS CAN 
PASS ON LAND TITLES 


U. S. Circuit Court Gives Import- 
ant Decisions Regarding 
Indian ‘Territory 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
TULSA, OKLA., Aug. 8.—A decision atf- 
fecting oil titles and of vast import to the 
industry in Oklahoma was handed down by 
the United States circuit court of appeals, 
July 29, to the effect that the county courts 
of Oklahoma are qualitied to approve full- 


land re- 


blood Indian deeds to inherited 
gardless of the action of the interior de- 
partment. 

It has been the contention of the depart- 
ment that even though the county court 
approved a transfer of this nature, title 
could not legally pass until the sale had 
been approved by the Secretary of the In- 
terior. This position was sustained by the 
attorney general, who held that deeds to 
such lands were invalid unless approved by 
the interior department. The decision of 
the court of appeals is that the approval of 
the county court is sufficient to pass title. 

It would be nothing more than a wild 
guess to undertake to fix a value on the 
acreage of oil lands that fall directly under 
this decision. Some put it as high as 50 


WE WILL PAY CASH 


For good Second-hand Pipe 
and Casing 


QUOTATIONS SOLICITED 


TEXAS SUPPLY CO. - BEAUMONT, TEXAS 


million dollars, but such a figure, we should 
say, is in line with the usual careless use of 
figures in fixing potential values in the oil 
regions. In no other place do big figures 
mean so little. But unquestionably the de- 
cision validates title to an immense amount 
of property whether measured in acres or 
dollars, and is another step towards that 


much-desired goal—a stable and generally 
understood title code. 
REFINERIES HAVE FIRES. 
A rain accompanied by electrical 
storm of unusual severity visited the oil 
regions in the vicinity of Tulsa, July 23, do- 
ing considerable damage in the way of 
razed dericks and tank fires. The worst 
damage occurred at Sand Springs and fell 
on the Waters-Pierce people, who lost a 
55,000 barrel tank, nearly full of oil, and the 
oil in another tank of 35,000 capacity, 
though this tank belonged to the Phoenix 
refinery. The property was fairly covered 
by insurance, so that both companies come 
through with but little actual loss. 
The fires were brilliant affairs and burned 
for two or three days, hundreds of people 
going out to the scene on the electric cars. 


Judge John A. Marshall, of the federal 
bench, has over-ruled the Kansas state utili- 
ties commission and held that the Kansas 
Natural Gas Company need not comply with 
that tribunal’s order to extend its pipe lines 
to new fields and thus increase its available 
supply of gas. The case is getting danger- 
ously near a clash between federal and state 
authorities. 
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Public Said to Favor Cruce’s Stand on Lands 


Chief Executive Refuses Special Election— 
Sand and Gravel Rights Offer Big Question 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
TULSA, OKLA, Aug. 2. 


Governor 


ce has finally refused to submit to the 
ple at the special election in August the 
resolution adopted by the Legislature pro- 
Ne r the re lation the eas 

id] gt beds of t State ned 

5 ( t itl ds whead State 

setting ori the gubet Tia 

\ ri 1 the 1 nt l fensive- 

( was nm th unfortunate 

mi 1ons ctweel the executive nd 
( lature during the e special legislative 
sion. “A majority of the Legislature would 
lingly rob the people Oklahoma,” ex- 


plained the Governor. He also insisted that 
a question of title was not a proper subject 

which to invoke the referendum, and that 
the Legislature did not represent the majority 
of the people 

\ll of which may very easily be true. While 
there is apparently considerable feeling against 
the Governor for standing hke adamant 
against the proposal to throw these valuable 
lands open to competitive bidding, it is a fact 
that public sentiment, taking the state over, 
is with him in his fight with the Legislature. 
His position in this respect is not altogether 
dissimilar to that of Governor Sulzer in New 
York 

The lease previously granted by the execu- 
tive of Oklahoma is not objectionable, so far 
as has been observed, because of its terms, 
has been made an issue because it was 
granted without advertisement or other public 
lotice, and to a syndicate or company formed 
of near-friend of the executive and has for 
its general attorney the Governor's brother. 
This was quite enough to arm his enemies 
when the Legislature convened. Out of this 
combination of circumstances has grown the 
present “sand and gravel issue.” 

The Legislature, which the executive rightly 
declares fails to represent a majority of the 
people of the state, quickly seized on the cir- 
cumstance to embarrass the executive as soon 
as it was discovered that he was out of sym- 
pathy with the combination early formed in 
that body to run things with a high hand. 
Those members from the oil regions of the 
state were in on the legislative combine, and 
found much aid and comfort from those of 
their constituents whose sole and only ob- 
jection to the existing leases was that they 
were not in on the deal, and who saw in the 
opening of the entire question a prospect of 
securing some of the valuable acreage. 

FIRST CASE LOST. 

The acreage of oil lands belonging to the 

state as a result of the higher court’s de- 


‘cision may not be definitely stated, but is 


probably near 190,000 acres. Already much 
of this has been proven to be immensely pro- 
ductive, and several famous legal cases have 
grown out of the contest between the in- 
dividual Indian, the federal government and 
the state as to ownership of the sand bars, 
islands, ete. One of these was the Gypsy Oil 
Company vs. the Waterside Oil Company, de- 


cided in the United States Court for the 
Eastern District of Oklahoma. Both the 
Gypsy and the Waterside had leased a tract 
from the allottee which the ma 
tended to the center of the \r 
rhe two companies got into a dispute over 

When the case was in. the 
court and the property in the hands 


receiver the Pollard-Hagen 


the boundary 


Qil Company, one 


of the concerns to which the Governor had 


leased the state’s lands, intervened. This was 
the first generally known of the gubernatorial 
leases. Riparian rights then became the bone 


of contention, and the question ostensibly 
passed on by the court was whether the 
allottee owned to high water mark or to low 
water mark, but what it really decided was 
the ownership of the beds of navigable 
streams. The court held that the rights of 
abutting property owners extended only to 
high water mark, or the first banks of the 
streams; that under the Enabling Act the 
bars, islands, ete., of the stream belonged to 
the state of Oklahoma. Thus the Gypsy Com- 
pany, contrary to all expectation, lost com- 
pletely, and the new Pollard-Hagen Company 
won immensely valuable property and had its 
title, so far as the trial court is concerned, 
to other immensely valuable property, cleared 
absolutely. 

So much for the oil aspects of the gover- 
nor’s fight with his legislature. The sand and 
gravel aspects are a trifle different. It has 
been the custom so long that memory run- 
neth not to the contrary for whosoever de- 
sired sand to go to the bed of the Arkansas 
River and get it with as much freedom as 
they would get water. Large companies have 
sprung up doing an immense shipping trade 
in the southwest, for the Arkansas River sand 


is an ideal builders’ sand. Some of these con- 
cerns have established exceedingly valuable 
plants, and have been operating for years 

Under the gubernatorial lease executed the 
lessee is given proprietary rights to every 
state-owned sand and gravel bed in the com- 
monwealth, agreeing to pay therefor a ro) 
alty of 242 cents per square yard of sand sold 
The lessees were also charged with the col 
lection of royalties on all sand used by the 
various companies since statehood, and were 
permitted to keep one-half of the sum thus 
realized for themselves. 

It's a vicious proposition chiefly because of 
its novelty. Sand and gravel are unquestion- 
ably minerals and are unquestionably valuable 
This being so, it does not appear to be crim- 
nal for the executive to insist on a royalty 
being paid for them, especially when that roy- 
alty, theoretically at least, goes into the peo- 
ple’s treasury. The retroactive feature of the 
lease, enabling the lessees to work consider- 
able of an injustice not to use the commoner 
term, “graft,” on the old concerns that have 
been dealing in this sand and gravel for years, 
seems to be the really objectionable feature. 
And the question really resolves itself into 
the simple proposition whether or not the peo- 
ple as a whole will be more generally bene- 
fited by taxed sand than by sand as free as 
the water and the air. 

At any rate Oklahoma has a governor. He 
may not be as nice and polite as some would 
have him; he may not be as good a party 
man as some would have him; he may not be 
as much of a statesman as a lot of folks 
would like to see. But that he is his own 
boss, and that he has the courage to stand 
alone, if need be, and fight like a real man, is 
proven beyond all peradventure of a doubt. 


See End of Oklahoma’s Crude 
Surplus in Pipe Line Plans 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
TULSA, OKLA, Aug. 5.—The Prairie Oil 


& Gas Company is rushing improvements that 
will enable it to double its transportation fa- 
cilities out of this field. That in short is the 
meaning of the new 8-inch line from Carrol- 
ton, Mo., to Alton. This contract has been 
awarded to the Corcoran Construction Com- 
pany and George Stump, both of Inde- 
pendence, Kansas. In addition to this line 
the company is constructing about 175 miles 
of 8-inch and 12-inch loop lines between sta- 
tions in the Oklahoma field. 


It is evident that a goodly portion of the 
enormously increased demand for crude pe- 
troleum is to be furnished by oil from the 
Kansas-Oklahoma field. And with increased 
facilities for making shipments and the pro- 
duction steadily declining it is not at all diffi- 
cult to figure that the far-famed “forty mil- 
lion barrel surplus” in Oklahoma is going to 
disappear mighty fast. 


The simple truth of the matter is that this 
Oklahoma surplus has been used to bear the 
market as long as_ possible. It has to be 
drawn on out in the open now. I say it has 
to be, for from no other source can the 
various Standard “subs” secure crude with 
which to meet their demand. On this point 
the reports made by the various subsidiary 
pipe lines of the Alleghany and Mid-West 
region for the month of April are illuminat- 
ing, the reports for later months not being 
available at the time this is written, though 
they would show no marked change. 


In this grouping are the National Transit 
Company, Southwest Pennsylvania Pipe Line, 
Eureka Pipe Line, the Buckeye of Macks- 
burg and the Buckeye of Lima, Indiana Pipe 
Line Company, Cumberland Pipe Line Com- 
pany, Southern Pipe Line Company, Crescent 
Pipe Line Company, New York Transit Com- 
pany, and the Northern Pipe Line Company. 


This group of lines took from the wells 
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during the month of April, this year, 2,033,- 
137 barrels of oil. But the same group show- 
ed “other receipts” amounting to 12,762,768 
barrels, and it delivered in “regular deliver- 
ies” 4,757,208 barrels, and in “other deliv- 
eries” whatever the distinction may signify, 
10,036,973 barrels, or a total of deliveries for 
the month of 14,794,181 barrels as against 
total receipts of that month of 14,795,905 bar- 
rels. On the same date the stocks of the 
group totaled 10,354,252 barrels. 

It should not be lost sight of that nearly 
13 million barrels of the receipts for the 
month came from a source other than the 
wells in the regions covered by these lines, 
and from whence if not from the Kansas- 
Oklahoma region? And if from this region, 
and such oil was delivered on contracts for 
eastern oil that is from $1.34, the price of 
South Lima low grade, to $2.50, the price of 
Pennsylvania high grade, who can blame the 
Oklahoma producers for beginning to yell 
bloody murder? It may be a purely benevo- 
lent sight for him to see his oil taken from 
him at 88 cents per barrel and delivered at 
$2.50, but he’s got other ideas about it. It 
would be interesting to know the actual line 


NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS 


of profit realized on such a transaction by the 
lucky interest enabled to pull it off. Is there 
any special wonder over recent advances in 
Oklahoma crude? 

The group of lines being considered in mak- 
ing their report very properly carry runs from 
wells and “receipts from other sources” in 
different columns. The reason for carrying 
two columns of deliveries—‘Regular deliv- 


> and “Other deliveries” is not so clear, 


eries’ 
unless by “Regular deliveries” is meant. oil 
that is being supplied on yearly contract, 
while “other deliveries” is intended to cover 
the increased demand. The difference in the 
footing of the two columns is too vast for 
this to be a matter of small moment, for the 
“regular deliveries” show only 4,757,208 bar- 
rels, while “other deliveries” total 10,036,973. 
It may be a “mere matter of book keeping.” 
And speaking of book keeping, I'll bet a 
cooky that if the authorities ever should probe 
into the book keeping of certain interests for 
the purpose of verifying official reports and 
statistics, that the so-called statistics of the 
oil business that we all swear so loudly by 
will not be within a thousand miles of the 
actual conditions. 


Only the “Right” Dope Was 
Pumped Into the Hon. Tim 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

TULSA, OKLA., Aug. 9.—Whether Mr. 
Tim Spellacy has a bunch of trouble in the 
near future depends altogether on what Mr. 
Tim Spellacy has to say to the Secretary ot 
the Interior with respect to conditions in 
the Oklahoma felds and the remedies 
therefor. 

During his visit to Tulsa last month Mr. 
Spellacy made it clear that he was not act- 
ing in an official capacity or even near- 
official capacity, but was simply looking 
over the ground as an individual, renewing 
old acquaintances and making preparation 
for an official visit later on, after which he 
might have some recommendations to make 
to his good friend, Mr. Secretary Lane. 

As might have been expected, therefore, 
Mr. Spellacy was the guest pretty nearly 
every minute of his sojourn of men from 
the older fields; fellows he had known back 
in Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Ohio and 
New York. A little coterie of them sur- 
rounded him and shed an atmosphere that 
may have been suggestive to him of the 
good old days, but to the officers and mem- 
bers of the Oklahoma Oil & Gas Producers’ 
Association was suggestive of a pipe line 
lobby. 

The officers of the association fully ex- 
pected Mr. Spellacy to call and meet them 
and have a general talk. They waited and 
waited. It may be that Mr. Spellacy heard 
some of the whisperings that grew louder 
and louder as the days of his visit passed, 
and called on President Galbreath, or Vice 
President Moroney, or chairman of the 


board of directors, Frank Gillespie, for a 
few moments just prior to his departure. 
At any rate, he must have had some inkling 
of the situation, for he took some pains to 
have a local paper explain that his visit was 
personal, and that when he came again he 
would confer at length with the officers of 
the association, 

Some of the talk gossip lingers. 
Very few people are disposed to attribute 
any motive whatever to Mr. Spellacy, but 
a lot of the folks know to a dead, moral 
certainty that there was a frame-up on the 
part of the other fellows to see that he got 
during this first visit, just precisely what 
they wanted him to get in the way of in- 
formation, explanations, etc. 

One well-known brief holder and senti- 
ment maker is known to have knocked off 
his regular beat on the eve of Mr. Spel- 
lacy’s arrival with the explanation that he 
would be busy “during Tim’s stay here, be- 
cause I will have to see that he gets the 
right dope.” 

There is a disposition among the Inde- 
pendent forces to accept Mr. Spellacy’s 
record at face value without investigation. 
He came here advertised as a man with the 
right ideas of what is the producers’ rights, 
and his record in California has been point- 
ed to as proof of all this. But nobody is 
going to put anything over on anybody. lf 
that sentence isn’t a grammatical gem the 
reader can change it to suit himself. What 
| intended to impress was that while a lot 
of the fellows have no suspicions, they have 
their eyes open and will refuse to permit 
anybody to get more than four from the 
addition of two and two. 

In the meantime the thorough investiga- 
tion of conditions here at the hands of Mr. 
Secretary Lane or his representative is 
being anxiously awaited. 


GAS WELL FIRE KILLS 
SIX INOKLAHOMA 


Visitor Lighting a Cigarette Said 
to Have Started the Blaze 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

TULSA, OKLA, Aug. 1.—A gas well ex- 
plosion and fire near Price, a small station 
on the Arkansas Valley & Western, about 
five miles west of Tulsa and almost on the 
bank of the Arkansas River, Wednesday, July 
24, took six lives and completely destroyed 
the derrick, machinery and at least one team 
and several wagons. It was the worst acci- 
dent thus far recorded in the history of the 
Oklahoma field. 

The dead are: 

Charles M. Wright, 50 years old, driller; 
burned to death almost instantly and body 
almost completely cremated before it could 
be recovered. 

Harold Cook, 18 years old, tool dresser; 
died at a Tulsa hospital Thursday night. 

Frank Snyder, 40 years old, driller; re- 
sided at Red Fork, Okla.; died at Tulsa hos- 
pital Thursday morning. 

Harry Brownfield, 50 years old, caser, mar- 
ried; resided in Tulsa; died at hospital 
Friday morning. 

Stephen Snyder, 18 years old, member of 
casing crew; lived on a farm near Tulsa; 
died at hospital Friday morning. 

Peter Snyder, brother of Frank Snyder and 
father of Stephen Snyder; lingered in the 
hospital until Sunday afternoon, July 27. 

All of the victims of the accident were in- 
terred in the local cemetery with the excep- 
tion of Harry Brownfield, who was taken to 
his old home at Seward, Neb. for burial, 
and Charles M. Wright, whose remains were 
shipped to his old home in Pennsylvama, 

The body of Wright was not secured for 
24 hours, or until after the fire had been 
extinguished, a feat that was accomplished 
with steam after no little difficulty. 

CAUSE IS UNKNOWN. 

The cause of the fire is disputed. Stephen 
Snyder, during a conscious moment, stated 
that Charles Henson, a laborer who lived in 
the vicinity of the well, was approaching 
and struck a match to light his cigarette or 
pipe. Henson, who was severely though not 
dangerously burned on the hands and _ face, 
feelingly denies that he was smoking at the 
time, or that he had struck a match. His 
theory is that sparks from a_ locomotive 
caused the fire. The well is quite near the 
track. This theory, however, is lacking in 
essentials because of the positive knowledge 
that no engine had passed within a half hour. 

The well is marked as the property of the 
Gladys-Belle Oil Company, a Tulsa concern 
of which G. C. Stebbins, the well known in- 
dependent operator, is the principal owner. It 
is, however, the joint property of Stebbins 
and O. K. Eysenbach, and is so far distant 
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from production that it might be termed a 
wildcat proposition. 
Wednesday, 


tional producer. 


It was just drilling in. 


and was showing for a_ sensa- 


The well was spraying much gas, and it is 
said that every precaution had been taken by 


the crew. had from 


boiler and the tools were being run with 


Fire been withdrawn 


tiie 


gas in the cylinders. The well had_ been 
“plugged” with several feet of crushed rock 
which bridged nicely. As the tools were run 


this rock became loosened somewhat, and some 
ras and oil was spraying. 
the man with a lighted match, or pipe, came 
behind His unknown 
The explosion came from that direction and 
Wright, who was in charge at the well, had 


no chance 


The theory is that 


from presence was 


He made a jump for safety, fell 
on his face and never arose. He was in plain 
sight of others hard by who were powerless 
to offer assistance. 

Harold Cook, the tool dresser, with his oil- 
soaked clothing in flames, jumped headlong 
into a tank of water, but even so the deadly 
fumes and flames had got in their work. 
Peter Snyder, with his clothing in flames and 
suffering agony, started running like a wild 
He was caught and the flames extin- 
guished by rolling him in the weeds and 
In a lucid moment after reaching the 
hospital he declared Henson was knocking the 
ashes from his pipe and the sparks caused 
the explosion. This theory is logical and will 
stand as the accepted explanation. 


man. 


grass. 


The tragedy has cast gloom over the oil 
lobby. Both Mr. Stebbins and Mr. Eysenbach 
have exerted themselves in every way possible 
to alleviate the sufferings of the relatives and 
friends of the dead men, and both 
distressing affair keenly. 


feel the 


WOODY’S LAST ROW 
FATAL TO HIS JOB 


Prairie’s Policy Reported to be 
Lamb-Like Towards the 
Independents 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

TULSA, OKLA., Aug. 9.—The first of 
the month “Col.” H. L. Wood announced 
that he had severed his connection with the 
Prairie Oil & Gas Company and would 
open an office as consulting petroleum ex- 
pert. He will also do a general lease busi- 
ness, and may yet become a shining light 
in the Oklahoma colony of newly rich. 

The announcement came as a surprise to 
the oil fraternity and has caused the in- 
evitable comment. There are’ those dis- 
posed to question the validity of the an- 
nounced separation, but the justification for 
such a doubting frame of 
evidence. Others, 


] the 


mind 1s 
with a 


not in 
and deal more 
the result of the 
gabfest between the “Colonel” and the In- 
dependent interests which marked the 
opening of the month, and which has been 


referred to 


logic, see in change 


elsewhere in this correspond- 
ence 

These assert that it is quite contrary to 
the Prairie’s policy at this time to increase 
the Independent now raging 
throughout the Oklahoma field; that oppo- 


sition or criticism must inevitably result in 


chestiness 
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still greater truculence on the part of the 


Independents, and that a meek presentment _ 


of monopolistic fronts is the desired atti- 
tude. For this reason these wise ones pro- 
fess to know that the “Colonel” received a 
gentle calling down for engaging in the 
colloqual battle with Editor Moroney. 

All of this is as may be. 
the “Colonel’s” 


without an amendment. 


I am disposed 


» accept announcement 
I know of nothing 
more likely than that a man, after giving 
the best part of his life to the money-mak- 
ing of another, will at last come to the con- 


Cleveland, O. 


clusion that he can also make some money 
for himself—more than is possible in draw- 
ing a salary check. The “Colonel” has his 
enemies, likewise his friends, and he has 
an experience in the oil game coupled with 
a constitutional conservatism that ought to 
stand him in good stead now that he has 
decided to pay his own office rent and col- 
lect his own salary. And if the change re- 
sults in his seeing the oil game from the 
producer it can very 
easily transpire that his influence will vastly 
increase, 


standpoint of the 


Gulf Blast was Fairly 
Quiet—Prize was 7,000 Bbls. 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

HOUSTON, TEXAS, Aug. 8.—Good 
wells are still the rule for the Caddo district, 
although occasionally a well is drilled too far 
one way or the other and is “nit.” Nothing 
very unusual for this territory has happened 
during the past month. The new fields of 
Mansfield and Edgerly, La. and Summerset, 
18 miles south of San Antonio, are still the 
points of interest. 

Near Oil City, the Gulf Co. drew the prize 
of the month. Their well on Section 19 came 
in making 2,000 barrels, and soon drilled it- 
self into 7,000 barrels. It bridged up a time 
or two, but came back each time with a full 
flow of 7,000 barrels. When this well came 
in the Gulf’s big well in Section 21 ceased 
to flow and all efforts to bring it back failed. 
The Standard had another well to catch fire, 
but with their splendid equipment and dis- 
patch soon extinguished the flames. 

The Gulf Company’s well on the Barnhart 
farm came in making around 2,000 barrels, 
and is now putting 900 barrels into the tank. 
When their well at Moomingsport on the lake 
came in the big well of the Atlas Co. that 
came in some time ago making 7,000 barrels 
ceased to flow, and now all the wells at 
Moomingsport are on the beam. 

The big well of the Producers Co., No. 54, 
that came in in June making 13,000 barrels, is 
still flowing, and their No. 5 on the Pitts 
lease is making 600 barrels. On Pine Island, 
Richardson finished a well in the chalk for 
the Producers Oil Co., and he is now drilling 
on his 200 acres in fee for the chalk oil that 
created so much about Caddo 
some time ago. These chalk rock wells are 
In the Vivian-Hosston shal- 
low district several wells were completed, and 
one well is flowing. 


excitement 
holding up fine. 


Considerable interest is 
being manifested in this territory on account 
of the shallow depth at which the oil is found 
and the longevity of the wells. D. J. John- 
ston has a rig up and will drill another well 
for the Stark Oil Co., and the Chas. D. Hill 
Oil Co. has a location on the Foodson land 
to the Southwest up the valley. 

Over on the Texas line there is consider- 
able excitement over a well that has reached 
the pay, but nothing definite can be learned at 
this time. 

MANSFIELD, LA. 

The new well at Mansfield brought in some 
time ago by the Gulf Refining Co., but shut 
in on account of lease litigations, has been 
opened up and is flowing 800 barrels through 


a three-quarter inch pipe. A number of wells 
are drilling near by, but none are deep enough 
to reach the pay. Leases are still in demand 
and a good deal of litigation is on over the old 
ones. 
HUMBLE AND BATSON. 

It has been warm and quiet in these two old 
fields of late, although several good wells were 
finished in the deeper pay sands at both Bat- 


son and Humble, the Batson deep sand 
ranging from 2,100 to 2,400 feet, and the 


Humble from 2,700 to 3,300 feet. On the east 
side the Producers Oil Co. finished a well 
in a 20-foot pay on the Burt & Carroll lease at 
2,760, and the Sun Oil Co. has a 150 barrel 
well on the Riverside finished at 3,200 feet. 
Several other wells in the Humble north ex- 
tension are nearing the deep pay sands. At 
3atson several small wells from 25 to 40 
barrels were finished in the shallow sands. 


ANSE LA BUTTE AND JENNINGS. 
There has been very little more than the 
ordinary routine work in either of these old 
fields. Crowley Oil & Mineral Co. is drilling 
at 1,800 feet and Ed Loguerre is drilling in 
gumbo at about the same depth. 
SARATOGA AND SOUR LAKE. 
These two fields feel the stress of the va- 
cation season and very little new work is 
going on now. Two wells are drilling below 
the usual pay sand at Saratoga and may de- 
velop a new sand. Sour Lake has several 
shallow wells to her credit for the month, and 
is also making some deep tests. 
VINTON HAS A 1,000 BBL. WELL. 
No. 22 Gray finished in the 2,175 foot sand 
at Vinton, came in last week, making 1,000 
barrels. This well is owned by the Vinton 
Petroleum Co. and is located some distance 
from production, and proves up considerable 
new territory. Several other wells came in 
during the month and the field has several 
thousand barrels new production to her credit. 
SPINDLETOP AND GOOSE CREEK. 
Spindletop has three 40 to 60 barrel wells 
to her credit, but all three are making some 


water. Many of the old wells are holding up 
fine. Goose Creek is still having trouble with 


water, and has had several water hauls. Two 
small wells came in, but like the Markham oil 
field the regular production is not materially 
increased by the new. 

NEW EDGERLY, LA., FIELD. 

A great deal of anxiety and some real guess- 
ing is afloat as to whether the find at Edgerly 
in June is a real field or a narrow streak 
leading out from the Vinton oil field. The 
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discovery well has dropped from 400 to 100 
barrels, and is now making considerable water. 
The Gulf Refining Co., who purchased the 
3right Oil Co. holdings, is down to this sand 
in another test with a small showing. The 
Producers Oil Co. bought a half interest in 
the Putman & Mitchel 160 acre lease nearby 
and will begin drilling at once. 


SUMMERSET HAS WELL. 

This new field has a new well finished in 
the 900 foot sand and is variously rated from 
25 to 60 barrels. Several of the large com- 
panies have secured leases in this territory 
and a more thorough test will soon be made. 


MEXIA GAS FIELD. 

The territory west of Mexia, Texas, has nine 
gas wells to her credit and now has a meas- 
ured capacity of 100,000,000 cubic feet waiting 
for Waco and Marlin, or some other pro- 
gressive city to run a pipe line to her stored 
up supply. A Business Men’s League has 
been organized and the progressive secretary 
has made a visit to Waco and Houston and 
other nearby towns to create an interest in 
Mexia gas. 


WILDCAT DEVELOPMENTS. 

Fuel oil is now quoted in the various local 
markets from $1.20 to $1.30 per barrel so that 
prospecting for new fields draws its inspira- 
tion these hot summer months largely from 
the price. 
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The H. R. Ellwood Well on Tarkington 
prairie, northeast of Humble, is drilling in 
gumbo. 

C. A. Bryan & Co., also Jeff Cochran, are 
each scheduled to put down a well on this 
same prairie. Farther to the south Stati et. al. 
brought in a small well at 900 feet. 

The Abbiecrombie well near Pauli is down 
3,200 feet with a good showing of gas. 
Griffith & Burt are drilling a well for the 
Wright Land Co. eight miles north of Hous- 
ton. The H. H. Weary well near Aldim is 
shut down at 1,200 feet. The Even-Up Oil 
Co. at Pierce Junction is rigging up for a 
second test on the Tayler land. 

Dr. P. S. Griffith has moved his rig nine 
miles southeast of Bay City in Matogorda 
county. J. W. Ayers, northeast of Houston 
10 miles, is down 1,200 feet fighting an artesian 
flow. 

In Liberty county the McKeesport Co. is 
drilling at 1,000 feet. On High !sland the 
Gulf Co. is making a second test. Several 
wells are drilling in Orange county and two in 
Jefferson county, one four miles south of 
the once famous city of oil and one nine 
miles to the north. In Sabin parish, Hertell 
is drilling another test one-half mile to the 
north of their former test in which oil was 
found, but salt water came in and ruined 
the well. Several other prospect wells are 
going down in southwestern Louisiana. 


Standard’s New Refinery Puts 
Real Sunshine in Wyoming Oil 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

CASPER, WYOMING, Aug. 6.—There 
never was a time when the outlook of the 
Salt Creek oil field looked better than it 
does today. This is not only on account 
of the production of the field, but due to 
the Standard Oil Company of Indiana pre- 
paring to build a large refinery at Casper. 
In all the Standard has purchased eighty- 
four acres near the refineries of the Mid- 
west and Franco companies. Side tracks 
from the Northwestern have been built to 
cover the entire tract of land, and build- 
ings, tanks and stills have been located by 
the engineers in charge. It is understood 
that the principal product of the Casper 
plant of the Standard will be motor spirits 
and petroleum coke. The latter is made 
from the residue of the heavy oil after 
other products are extracted, and it is used 
for fuel in furnaces and stoves the same as 
coal. It is said to have more heat than 
coal, and does not cost more. The new 
plant will have about thirty stills, twenty 
of which will be used tto make motor spir- 
its. The manufacture of other products 
will be taken up as soon as the establish- 
ment gets well under way. The officials 
state that they will be able to start the 
still shortly after the first of the year. The 
Standard Oil Company recently paid to the 
state of Wyoming $6,011 for the right to 
do business here. Its articles of incorpora- 
tion give its principal office as being at 
Whiting, Indiana, and the capital stock is 
$30,000,000. The list of stockholders com- 
prises more than 550 names. 


The Federal Oil & Development Com- 
pany brought in a producing well last 
week. Fred J. Lobell, who, with his father, 
bought the only producing wells from the 
Pa. Oil & Gas Company, and who is now 
interested in the Dallas field at Lander, is 
one of the principal holders of stock in this 
company, and is at present at Casper. 


There is a renewed interest in the Doug- 
las field, which is about fifty miles east of 
Casper. Dan Vanwagenen and brother, F. 
H. Vanwagenen, who are backed by Cali- 
fornia capitalists, are now interested there 
and propose to thoroughly test the Douglas 
fields by deep drilling. They have leased a 
large tract of land in the Brenning Basin, 
twelve miles south of Douglas, where they 
have one rig now drilling and will soon 
have two more. 


While it is true that there have been 
quite a number of dry holes found in the 
proven ground in the Salt Creek field, it is 
also true tthat the number of good wells 
secured outside of what was called the 
proven field has increased the value of the 
field. 

The drilling in other portions of Natrona 
and Fremont counties is going ahead with 
renewed activity since the Standard has 
come out openly in the Wyoming field, and 
there are hundreds of rigs scattered over 
the state. The interest in the Riverton dis- 
trict, about 25 miles north and east of Lan- 
der, is especially great, considering that 
the Standard, in the name of the Ohio Oil 
Company, is drilling there. 


NOTED IN PASSING 
THROUGH TULSA 


By W.G. L. 


I was very mutch surprised when arriving 
at Tulsa to see some of the boys with YARN 
shoe strings. This is the case notwithstand- 
ing-all-the-reports-to-the-contrary. 


I honestly believe that there has been suf- 
ficient B. S. spread in the lobby of the Hotel 
Tulsa during the past four months to fertilize 
the Sahara desert twelve feet deep. And there 
is expended every twenty-four hours enough 
hot-air, that if it were compressed, would 
drive all the rivets in the structural iron of 
the biggest New York building. 


Algebraical and Aboriginal. 

When I arrived in Tulsa I had a perfectly 
good pair of Palm Beach trousers. 

I gave them to the laundry to do up (do 
up is right). 

Now let X equal Palm Beach panties. 

Y equals laundry. 

X-Y equals two-bits. 
ing done up.) 


(Price paid for be- 


Z equals bare skin. (Condition while pants 
and I were getting done.) 
Therefore, Y plus Z equals two-bits. 
Y plus two-bits equals one ZULU. Jest 
the same condition of the 
“Poor benighted Zulu 
For clothes he makes his skindo.”’ 


When you have one pair of pants that 
should be good for a week at least, it is 
pretty tough to—ah, what’s the use. Any- 
how I am terribly sunburnt as Oklahoma is 
not a garden of Eden by a Damsite. 


The thirst of an Oklahoman is something 
fierce. When invited to take a drink with 
one of us Texans, gee-whiz he just took her 
from one hoop to another in a two hundred 
and fifty barrel tank. 


When Jack Gregory got through showing 
me around a REAL refinery at Muskogee it 
was something fierce to know what I didn’t 
know about a refinery. Jack has sure done 
some hard work around that place, and has 
it up to a pretty high standard of efficiency. 
Talk of chasing the rainbow, why Jack just 
runs those rainbows of oil all over that 
Canadian river bottom until he gets it cor- 
ralled and into the trough. Then he sits 
down and figures how much gasoline he is 
going to get out of that Gill, but usually 
before he gets the figures to balance he sees 
another one and the chase is resumed. 


But, joking aside, if there is anything gets 
away from that refinery of value it is taken 
up in evaporation and is not visible to the 
eye. It was an interesting sight to me, who 
had been on the other side of the industrial 
fence for a lifetime, to see the various 
processes that the crude goes through and the 
finished product, but, by gosh, the more I 
chewed that wax the more I had; it was like 
God’s love. I take this means of thanking 
my old friend Jack for his courtesy to me. 
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Shallow Sand Wells Improve Texas Map 


Iowa Park is Now on It—John Tyson 
Also Defines some New Territory 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS, Aug. 9.— 
It has been too “dod-burned-hot” for any 
kind of thoughts but sulphurous ones. Even 
the gentle zephers that have been advertised 
have been four-flushing and the only breeze 
that one can get is the manufactured one 
made by the buzz fan. I just sit and long 
for one little snowball to roll gently down my 
spine. If I had that I would lapse into 
poesy and write the Texas oi! field as it has 
never been writ before. 

I would start out with the news that John 
W. Dyson had punctured the virgin breasts 
of mother earth and had dragged therefrom 
her. precious fluid. This well is located on the 
Hortoin and Walker tract in the southwest 
corner. The depth of the well is 1,623 feet 
and it is touted as a hundred barrel well. John 
is so enthusiastic that he is willing to stare 
three more wells on this 137 acre tract. The 
Dyson well is one of considerable importance 
as it particularly defines a considerable terri- 
tory that was heretofore problematical. 

The wells on the Lockridge ranch south of 
Iowa Park, Nos. 4 and 1, are a great surprise 
to the fraternity. These wells are 490 and 
500 feet deep respectively. The first one 
started flowing at the rate of 25 barrels per 
day and the second one is as good, if not 
better. While this sand is erratic and hard 
to land on, yet it is worth the effort to hunt 
this kind of a well, as the cost is not much 
and wells like the ones above are surely 
winners. Those who have been reading the 
columns of this paper will not be surprised 
as your correspondent has always forecasted 
an oil field at or near Iowa Park. It seems 
that it is now here. 

Andrew Urban after three unsuccessful at- 
tempts at last was rewarded with a 25-barrel 
well on the Shultz farm. This stretched out 
the field to the north considerably. 

The Mertan well, owned by Harry Heasly, 
George Crawford and others, and known as 
the Worth Oil Company, has a good one 
that is making about 150 barrels. Its initial 
production was over 200 

The Daniels well being drilled and par- 
tially owned by Oom Paul, of Salamanca, N. 
Y.. is having trouble with an under reamer 
being stuck in the casing. This will delay 
the drilling of this well into the sand. At 
this writing she is 1,790 feet deep and is on 
top of the sand. 

TWO MORE FIELDS? 

It looks very much as if there would be 
two shallow sand fields opened in Wichita 
county, one at the southeast of Burkburnett, 
and one south of Iowa Park. This is the 
best news that has been offered to the oil 
fraternity for two years. The drilling of 
these wells to a greater depth than 1,000 
feet runs into money so rapidly that the 
small producer did not care to take the risk. 
But with the two fields above mentioned 
there is a lot of room for considerable oil 
being produced that can be done at a minimum 
of the expense. 

Amos Steelsmith’s body was laid to rest 


August 5 in the Riverside cemetery. A hun- 
dred oil men paid their last respects and with 
tender hands placed the body to rest. 


The Producers Oil Company vs. Mason 
has been settled. The first trial was a hung 
jury, and it was settled before the second 
one was called. This case has caused con- 
siderable ill-feeling in this community and 
we are glad that at last there has been some 
adjustment which, while not entirely satis- 


factory, will help heal the wounds that have 


been made 


We regret to say that John Gould, the 
industrious news gatherer for the Wichita 
Daily Times, has again had to quit his chosen 
profession on account of bad health. He is 
trying to get strong drinking the water at 
the famous Texas resort, Mineral Wells. We 
extend to John our best wishes for a speedy 
recovery. 


Casting Some Jibes at Electrans 


“Fatty” Warner holds the record for snor- 
ing. A neighbor could not stand it and to 
get even got up out of bed and ran a lawn 
mower beside Fat’s window, which, of course, 
only acted as a narcotic to Fat and he snored 
some snores that would make a ship’s fog 
horn blush with shame. The neighbor per- 
son finally rapped on Fat’s window and re- 
quested Fat to let up so he could go to sleep. 
Fat told him politely, but with a few ad- 
jectives, that it was his own snorer and he 
would use it when and how he pleased, and, 
furthermore, if that did not suit the neighbor 
he could move out, but if Fat’s slumbers 
were again rudely interfered with he would 
take a shot at the man. We glory in what 
you did Fat. We snore ourselves and would 
consider it unkind for the neighbors to com- 
plain. 


Well, we lost. But five hundred thousand 
dollars will build a very comfortable room 
in the hospital for the demented. It would 
endow a room therein for the Looney-tics. 
Oh justice, you are a peach. Not guilty of 
this, but the deacon stole a horse four years 
ago, and by paying for that theft, he was 
given absolution for all the crimes com- 
mitted subsequently. Gasoline last week 16 
cents, gasoline next week 20 cents. I am in 
favor of making five hundred thousand dol- 
lars for the treasury of the state by direct 
taxation. Jt would fall more equitably. 


Howard Fisher, who has been in Wichita 
Falls for the past month, has gone to Pitts- 
burgh. 


Harry Heasly left last week for Tulsa 
happy in the fact that he had uncovered a 
well that is good for a couple of hundred 
barrels per day on the Martin farm. We 
have prayed for this until our soup-bones 
are all skuned. 


The Independent oil producers at Electra 
have organized to better their marketing con- 
ditions. Charles Clark was elected president, 
and C. T. Parker, secretary. Committees 
were formed to draft a constitution and by- 


laws and have them ready to submit at the 
next meeting, which will be the first Satur- 
day in September. This organization is a 
worthy one. But the pathway will be strewn 
with pitfalls, as there are not enough of them 
to be of any great weight. When the Mag- 
nolia Petroleum Company made its purchase 
from the Texas Company and paid $1.27'4 
per barrel it seemed that the Independent 
producers’ oil was at least worth this amount. 
We wish the boys luck as it is a worthy 
cause. 


Miner Guthrie is a contractor, and a good 
one. He has old Hawkshaw, the detective, 
looking sorry when it comes to. getting 
criminals, especially those who rob the hen 
roosts. It is just possible that his past ex- 
perience is considerable help, for back in 
Butler county, where he was born and raised, 
the hogs grew pretty long and he just craved 
for chicken, and he usually got what he went 
after. Well, the other night he heard a hen- 
thief and went down to the coop. Said 
Guthrie: “Put that chicken back, Mr. Robber, 
put her back.” And the thief came out and 
fell upon his knees and pleaded for mercy— 
he had a family that he loved, his name would 
be ruined, and he had sickness in the family. 
By that time tears were rolling down Guthrie's 
cheeks and he said: “Robber, go thy way 
and sin no more.” When in the morning he 
learned that another hen roosz nad been robbed. 
presumably by the same man, and_ fifty 
chickens had been stolen, he said to his wife, 
“I wish I had kept that thief.” 


Hurry up Burlesqueson, Burleson or Bully- 
son, whatever your name is, and make it 
stick, that we can send one hundred pounds 
by parcel post. I know four oil men who can 
send their wives home for the summer within 
that limit. Just put a stamp on their backs, 
lick-’em first, and hand her over to the best 
looking mail carrier for delivery at the post- 
office. But that would make fierce competi- 
tion for mail carriers. I believe that I would 
take a job myself delivering the males— 
females. 


There are two men in the walks of life to 
whom every one should, in their relations with 
them, tell the whole truth, without mental 
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These 
two men are known as your lawyer and your 
doctor. When in their professional way they 
have heard the inner secrets, as it were, of 
your life, their lips should be sealed as if 
riveted and caulked so tightly that no amount 
of pressure would show a leakage. The pro- 
fessional ethics of the law are so well de- 
fined, even by court decisions in this state, 
that there is no excuse for the confession of 
the Producers Oil Company’s attorneys by 
which was betrayed a secret that they ob- 
tained while acting as the attorney of Mason. 
When the integrity of the county was at 
stake they were like the oyster, but when the 
six thousand dollars was at stake for the 
Producers Oil Company it was the client’s 
dollars they wanted to save, and not their 
manhood. 


reservation or evasion of any kind. 


Our old friend Ted Smith will leave us 
next Tuesday. Ted goes to a place that if 
you cannot write your name you can use 
your thumb prints. This being the case I 
would like to see the expense account of Ted 
in case he couldn’t write. 


Trouble never comes singly, so says Willie 
Dalton. It began at Dallas during the Im- 
perial meet of the Shriners of America. And 
this is how it was, is or are. His bad luck 
began when he lost the sleeping car Minne- 
sota; from that time hard luck followed him 
in a thrilling and spectacular manner. Next 
in order was the loss of those home-made 
sox. Then his clothes were all stolen and 
hocked. (There are men who think that Bill 
robbed his own trunk, hocked his own clothes, 
but I would not want to go on record, no 
matter what my opinion is.) For three days 
Bill wandered through town with a scarcity 
ot clothes that was positively indecent. It 
would have made a society woman’s attire 
look like a piker. Had this happened in the 
winter it would have been a tragedy. 

Little Willie had no sooner got his clothes 
back from Uncle Soloman when the whole 
suit (one pair of pants and one coat) had 
to be sent to the laundry owing to an acci- 
dent. This was not a joke 


it was a serious 
matter. That demon hard luck was just 
bound to get him. He went to twist the tail 
(crank up) of that bucking, untamed road 
louse of his when it took one of its hellish 
back-fire escapades and after the second 
round Bill emerged from the fray with a 
broken arm. Some one sympathized with 
him. Says Bill: “Gwan, don’t sympathize 
with me, lend your sympathy to the insurance 
company which pays me fifty bones per week, 
with a limit of fifty-two weeks.” Well, God 
help that insurance company; it will be fifty 
weeks’ charges. 

Now comes Ted Smith, who has an accident 
policy, and wants to borrow the road louse 
to break his arm. Bill was grouchy and 
wouldn't loan the louse. Talk about high 
tariff, free Mormons and the high cost of 
whiskey, this is discrimination against Teddy 
that I think is unforgivable and unforgettable. 

(From good authority I have it that Bill’s 
wife is away from home. Naturally Bill wants 
to go where she is, so he sticks his arm out, 
car kicks and breaks it. Bill goes home. 
Moral: Adam established a bad precedent. 


Ever since the woman is to blame.) 
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Veteran Oil Man Killed 
in His Derrick at Electra 


Amos Steelsmith of Electra, Texas 


By W. G. Long. 
ELECTRA, TEXAS, Aug. 5.—A long 


and honorable life came to a tragic end last 
month when Amos Steelsmith was killed by 
the wrecking of a derrick while pulling casing 
on the Fisher well. 

Mr. Steelsmitnh, at the time of his death, 
was 67 years of age; a big, whole-souled, 
lovable man, and a patriarch among the oil 
men. Where it was that he entered the oil 
business I do not know, but thirty-six years 
ago, in 1883, he was a prominent and wealthy 
oil producer in Warren county, Pennsylvania. 

He was one of the pioneers in the Trenton 
Rock field of Ohio, and was among its most 
successful operators. But it remained for 
Pennsylvania to open up her treasure to Amos 
Steelsmith. In 1890, in Butler county, he was 
the largest Independent oil producer in west- 
ern Pennsylvania, and was rated at that time 
as a millionaire. It was there he reached 
the zenith of his financial success. 

During his successes in Butler county he 
became interested in the Indian territory, now 
Oklahoma, and drilled the second well that 
was ever drilled up to that time. This was 
in 1893. Between the years 1900 and 1905 he 
had some financial troubles. Since that time 
the oil men of the West, Southwest and the 
middle West have had an example of patience 
and fortitude that was forceful and pathetic. 
Having all his life been used to all that 
money could buy, and at an age when most 
men are retiring from the activity of the oil 
field, he found it necessary to start all over 
again. He came to Texas when the Electra 
field was young, and was employed by the 


Corsicana Petroleum Company up to a few 
days ago, when he resigned to go to Okla- 
homa. The trip had been deferred for some 
reason, and it was while helping his son, 
Charles Steelsmith, that the fatal accident 
occurred. 


He was one of the few—the blazers of the 
way—who. never wore doubt bandages on 
their eyes. 


Amos Steelsmith’s ledger did not tell what 
he was, or what he was worth. I’d rather 
count what is in a man than what is on him. 
I have seen Amos Steelsmith flush in dollars, 
I have seen him again when the shadows had 
grown long, and the sun of life had begun to 
go down behind the hill and he broken in 
purse. I have seen him tried by fire, and 
when he emerged from the crucible he came 
out a big, broad-gage man, happy in his pur- 
suits. 


There was many an eye that had been a 
stranger to tears in Wichita Falls that did 
not turn their heads to hide them. 

And when he was taken from the debris, 
twisted, broken and bleeding, he was cared 
for by the boys that he loved and was in 
turn loved by them. He died, as he told me 
a few days prior to the accident, the way he 
wanted to die. He said: “I want to wear 
out, not rust out, and with my hand on the 
throttle.” 


And now that the book of life is closed, 
and the balance will be struck, I feel and 
know that it is well with Amos Steelsmith, 
for he was too big to be little, too lovable 
to stoop to anything small. 
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Adopt Resolutions on 
Steelsmith’s Death 
On the death of 
Oil Men’s 
Falls, Texas, adopted the following: 
Whereas, it the All Wise 
Father of the universe to call from our midst 
a wise 


Mr. Steelsmith the North 


Texas Association, at Wichita 


has pleased 
laborer in 
the enforcement of the divine precepts, 

Now our 


deep and sincere regret so far as words may 


counselor and an efficient 


therefore, as an expression of 
be adequate to this expression, wh:ch we all 
feel in view of his tragic and untimely death, 
the North Texas Oil Men’s Association place 
upon this sheet as our individual and united 
voice the following resolution: 


Resolved, that we deplore the tragic and 
untimely death of our brother, friend and 
counselor, Amos Steelsmith, which occurred 


Friday, July 31, 1913. 

knew our friend 
and brother, can bear cheerful testimony of 
character, as 


Resolved, that we, who 


his spotless and unblemished 


Cripple Romps 


Vents His Hot Weather Feelings 
on the Sad-Faced Boy 


ELL, I have been saving this one 
until I felt that I could at least 
Tromp on his anatomy to my own 


liking. I have no fear to call him all the 
names that I want, because I am crippled (he 
positively refuses to hurt a cripple), and it 
makes no difference where I am crippled, 
another reason | am not a “little bit afraid 
of him.” 


As I said before, I have been saving him 
for the hot weather, for he is the one guy 
who is a past master of the “Bunny Hug,” 
the “Grizzley Bear” and the “Lobster Lobby” 
of the oil region “Waltz Me Around Again 
Willie.” In the accompanying picture the 
camera has lied, and lied like blazes, for it 
looks sad and forlorn. Now “Ed.” or “J. P.” 
Morgan, as he is known, is never sad or 
He is the Chesterfield of the oil 
region, the most polite, the most fascinating, 
the most altogether lovely thing in the way 
of a man who has ever pulled the throttle 
or the reverse of an oil country engine. 


lonely. 


Among his worldly accomplishments he 
waltzes like a dancing master, plays billiards 
like a Willie Hopp, like the sweet 
voiced nightingale, and has the manners of 
the prince of the realm. With all these ac- 
complishments, with all the sweet smiles of 
the feminine gender, it is no wonder that he 


should be and is 


sings 


therefore, I 
the camera has lied in showing him 


happy ; say, 
a sad- 


faced boy. 


IE. W. Morgan was born in 1870 at 
Point, New Jersey. 


Bergen 
His early life was spent 
listening to the rippling songs of the Hudson 
blended with the throaty roar of the ocean. 
In the distance he could see the white lights 
of the metropolis of the American continent 


In childhood he could hear the cries of the 
hungry, the squall of the newsies, and by 
strict attention could hear the hum of the 
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a devoted loving father and a 
true friend, who at all times found his great- 
est asset to be that of truth and honor. We 
realize that Amos Steelsmith has passed, but 
the world is better for his work. The good 
he has done will stand eternal and imperish- 
able. 


husband, a 


Resolved, that a copy of these resolutions 
be spread upon the minutes of the meeting 
of the North Texas Oil Men’s Association, a 
copy given to the press of this cify, and a 
copy be sent to the family, as a 
token that they are not alone in their grief. 

Resolved, that in the life 
and death of our deceased brother, we are 
more than ever impressed of the beauty, 
force and truth of the expression; he loved 
his fellow man, his purse and hand were ever 
ready to aid the afflicted and the needy 

Adopted by the North Texas Oil Men's 
Association, August the Ist, 1913. 

H. W. WHITNEY, 

7. A; TAYLOR, 

W. G. LONG, 
Committee. 


bere aved 


contemplating 


on Ed Morgan 


Ed. E. Morgan, of Electra, Texas. 


giant presses as they ground out the news 
for their millions of readers. It is then little 
wonder that one day when Pappy Morgan 
took him to New York, and he saw the great 
presses at work, that he made a resolution 
then and there, that sometime he would be- 
come a part of the newspaper industry. 
When he was 12 vears old they moved to 
North Baltimore, Ohio, during the great oil 
excitement, and Ed. became a printer’s devil 
on the North Baltimore 
learned the printer's trade. 
teen he f 


Beacon, where he 


When six- 
of the print shop that 
weekly 


was toreman 
the Jeffersonian. 
Here is where he saw the first glare of the 
oil country wealth in the type that he had set. 


printed daily and 


In setting the society news it is possible that 
is where he learned to make his courtly bows 


of after years. But Ed. Morgan would never 


Cleveland, O. 


stay in any print shop. 
they are not made. 


Oil men are born, 
He felt the call and took 
a job (he got a “position” afterward) pump- 
ing for the Ohio Oil Company at the mag- 
nanimous wages of $50 per month, and for 
seven months, including Sundays, he never 
saw an electric light, nor the inside of a 
church. About all Ed. needed was to have 
a striped suit and his job would look enforced 
instead of voluntary. 
At Prairie Depot in 
real work of 


Ohio he began the 
his ‘life. He engaged 
as a driller’s servant by S. E. Niece, who is 
now with the Kansas Natural Gas Company, 
but at that time one of the rich men of the 
Trenton Rock field. 
that to drilling, and then the 
opened up her arms and Eddie 
lying in them ever since. He was employed 
by the Sun Company and was sent in charge 
of their operations at Petrolia, Texas. Here 
is where Ed. was a pioneer, and a blazer of 
the trail of oildom. He was among the first 
at Petrolia and only left when the partner- 
ship was made with Clark, of 
Louisiana. 


was 


It was a short step from 
southwest 


been 


Vivian, 


But changing from the “up and down” to 
the “round and round” method of drilling 
wells was like taking a jockey from his 
favorite mount of the thoroughbred to the 
sulkey of the standard bred horse. The snap 
of the engine as labored to raise the 
mighty auger was gone, but instead the roar 
of the cogs and the snort of the pump got 
onto Ed.’s nerves and he shifted to Electra 
and has been here ever since. He has six 
strings of tools, five of which are working at 
this writing. From one coffee mill (a rotary) 
to six strings of tools, valued conservatively 
at $20,000, is doing pretty well for two years’ 
work. And that is not all; he is a man with 
character, and if he was in need of ready 
money there are men who will back Ed.’s 
judgment to the limit. 


While looking at the photo herein one 
would be prone to think Ed. was a dreamer, 
but a careful perusal of the picture shows 
the pointed lower jaw which in physiognomy 
means so much. It means that he executes 
what he thinks the best, he does not care for 
the opinion of anyone, but follows out his 
own plans to their success or their failure. 
This trait has been a great asset in Ed.’s 
business of an oil well contractor. 


she 


It is a great pleasure to pay a tribute to 
such a worthy man, and I am not kidding 
when I say that Ed. Morgan has as many 
friends right here as any one known to me. 
A good dresser, a good fellow; never in my 
life have I seen him that his hand was not 
in his pocket to meet the requests that are 
so numerous in the field. 


W. G. L. 


A strike of the employes of the Warren 
City Tank & Boiler Company tied up work 
throughout the Kansas-Oklahoma field for 
several days, and embarrassed considerably the 
contractors on the Waters Pierce refinery 
building at Sand Springs. Just what the 
trouble was has not even yet been made plain, 
but the difficulty was ironed out as soon as 
heads of the company got on the ground and 
came personally in contact with the strike 
leaders and they now guarantee that there 
will be no further trouble. 
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Ettinger, Pope & Rodgers .. 


Iowa Park District. 


Ettinger, Pope & Rodgers ..No. 4. Lockridge 
Fay, Woodruff ..No. 1 Lockridge 
Abandonments. 
f Pikers Oil Co. ..No. 1 Young 


. Lockridge 


Electra Completions. 


..490 ft. 
..500 ft. 


Producers Oil Company ..No. 35 Waggoner .. 
Producers Oil Company ..No. 47 Waggoner .. 
Producers Oil Company .-No. 1 Weaver 
Producers Oil Company ..No. 2 Weaver 
Producers Oil Company ..No. 31 Waggoner .. 
Producers Oil Company .. No. 32 Waggoner .. 
Producers Oil Company ..No. 5 Bywaters 
Producers Oil Company .. No. 48 Waggoner .. 
' Producers Oil Company .. No. 12 Allen 
Producers Oil Company .. No. 21 Bickley 
Producers Oil Company .. .. .. . .. No. 6 Honaker .. 
. Eleven wells for July with initial production 
Corsicana Petroleum Company ..No. 24 Honaker 
Corsicana Petroleum Company ..No. 25 Honaker 
Corsicana Petroleum Company .-No. 23 R. R. Allen 
Corsicana Petroleum Company .-No. 51 Allen 
Corsicana Petroleum Company ..No. 27 Honaker 
Corsicana Petroleum Company .-No. 24 R. R. Allen 
Corsicana Petroleum Company .. .-No. 4 W. B. Honaker .. 
Nine wells with initial production 
Webb & Hardenberg .. ..No. 1 Honaker 
Red River Oil Co. .. ..No. 19 Bywaters .. 
Forest Oil Co. ..No. 1 Marriott 
Forest Oil Co. ..No. 2 Marriott 
Hivic and others ..No. 1 Douglass 


Badget & Dilworth et. al. 

Worth Oil Co. .. 
Seven completions 
Total Electra July production .. 


NO. 


Total for Burkburnett district for July .. 


Corsicana Petroleum Co. 
Fisher & Allen .. 


.- No. 
.-No. 


Wells completed ..48 
Producers .. .. ‘ 


.. Woodruff Heights 


1 Merten . 


for independents, total production 


Abandonments. 


20 Honaker .. 
1 Fisher .. 
1 Borscheltd 


3 Chenault 


1 Hodges .. 


Corsicana Petroleum Co. .. No. 

Flannigan and others 

Burkburnett District. 

Corsicana Petroleum Co. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..No. 


6 George .. 
1 Proctor .. 


Abandonments. 


1 Morgan .. 
2 George 


Petrolia District. 


Producers Oil Company ..No. 16 Byers 

Producers Oil Company ..No. 16 Byers é 

Developers Co. .. ..No. 7 Markwitz & 
Abandonments. 

Cranberry Oil Co. .-No. 1 Joice .. 

Mulberry Oil Co. .. .-No. 1 Berry .. 

Chevis, Turner Oil Co. ..No. 2 Elhott 


July Summary. 
Dry holes 
Gas wells 
New production for the month was 4.945 barrels. 


Bean 


Total new production for Burkburnett and Petrolia, 465 barrels. 
There have been thirty-five new locations and the work goes merrily along 


1,200 3 
. 1,200 125 bbls. 


.1,850 


in July for North Texas 


20 bbls. 
25 bbls. 
..500 ft. 
190 ft. 

Feet 
.1,900 50 bbls. 
.1,080 200 bbls. 
1,610 50 bbls. 
1,630 50 bbls. 
.1,815 1,200 bbls. 
.1,900 1,000 bbls. 
1,920 50 bbls. 
. .1,100 100 bbls. 
..1,940 200 bbls. 
.1,050 80 bbls. 
. 1,060 60 bbls. 


..3,070 bbls. 


5 bbls. 


700 10 bbls. 


770 bbls. 
,000 100 bbls. 
,000 100 bbls. 
750 5 bbls. 
. 700 5 bbls. 
. 1,600 50 bbls. 


530 bbls. 


. 1,610 100 bbls. 
.1,100 200 bbls. 
1,550 100 bbls. 
1,490 125 bbls. 
1,550 50 bbls. 
1,070 10 bbls. 
. 1,520 250 bbls. 


835 bbls. 
..4,435 bbls. 


..2,200 ft. dry 
..2,000 ft. dry 
.1,900 ft. dry 


Feet 

. .1,800 35 bbls. 
.1,550 25 bbls. 
.1,880 20 bbls. 
.1,640 20 bbls. 


440 15 bbls. 
50 bbls. 
165 bbls. 


..2,250 ft. dry 
610 ft. dry 


Feet 
4,780 300 bbls. 
. .1,740 Gas. 
.1,740 Gas. 
. 700 ft. dry 
.1,935 ft. dry 


..1,100 ft. dry 
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RUNS AND SHIPMENTS IN NORTH 
TEXAS FOR JULY. 


Petrolia District. 


Runs Shipments Stks. 
Texas Co... 17,000 None 40,000 
Magnolia Pet. Co. 13,000 None 15,000 
*Developers 10,000 10,000 None 


*A producing company shipping their oil to 
Dallas. 


Electra District. 


Runs Shipments Stks. 
*Texas Co. ..400,000 300,000 100,000 
Magnolia Pet. Co. ..300,000 350,000 875,000 


*Texas finished the sale of 150,000 barrels 
by delivering this month 100,000 to the Mag- 
nolia Co. 
Runs Shipments Stks. 
Gulf Rfg. Co. .... 25,000 27,000 10,000 
No report on Pierce-Fordyce Oil Associa- 
tion. 
Burkburnett District. 
Magnolia, 15,000 barrels, shipped 10,000 and 


used the rest for fuel in the Burkburnett 
field. 
Daily Production. 
Jarrels 
Producers Oil Co. . .14,000 
Corsicana Petroleum Co. . 75,000 
J. M. Guffey Co. 9,000 
Forest Oil Co. 7,000 
Red River Oil Co. 10,500 
W. C. McBride 2,500 
All others 10,000 
Total for Electra . 26,500 
45 
3urkburnett district 1,125 
Petrolia district . 1,420 
Making the total for the North Texas field 
29,090 barrels. 


George W. Groves of Tulsa has purchased 
the fee and royalty to Thaddeus M. Morris’ 
20 acres 23-20-12. There are five producing 
wells on the property owned by the Regent 
Oil Company. The price paid was $8,000. 


R. M. Conway and associates, of Oklahoma 
City, have purchased of John Roy 40 acres 
in 4-18-13 paying therefor $15,000. 


Frank Bartlett and Edward McTaggert 
of Tulsa bought the holdings of the Inde- 
pendent Oil & Gas Company, of Bartlesville 
consisting of £2 producing wells with a pro- 


duction of 120 barrels, paying therefor 
$70,000. 
The Petroleum Refining & Products Co., 


4744-6 Broadway, Cleveland, O., has been or- 
ganized by F. G. Miller, president; A. L. Cole- 
brook, vice president, and R. E. 
tary. 


Hyde, secre- 
The two first officers have had consid- 
erable experience with the oil business, Mr. 
Colebrook having been with the Standard Oil 
Co. for about 12 years. They will specialize 
on lubrication, and they will not touch the 
light oil end. 


In Lyman, Hughes and Sully 
South Dakota, Standard Oil representatives 
are reported to have leased 50,000 acres for 
wild-cat work. Oil is reported to have been 
found there some time ago by people who 
were drilling a water well. 
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Bradford’s Field Keeps Lively This Summer 


Deep Well is Now in the Red Medina 
Sand—Eldred Refinery Nearly Completed 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
BRADFORD, PA., Aug. 8.—The 


the 


deep 


well of Bradford Deep Well Company 
has reached a depth of 5,660 feet. The drill 
Medina The 


color is growing lighter gradually and it is 


is working in the red sand. 


expected that the white Medina is at hand. 


The drilling is at present very slow business 


and the drillers are able to make but a few 
feet each day 

Frank Titus, Worth Reed, W. P. Hyde, 
James Meese and John S. Thompson, all 


Bradford men, have acquired the natural gas 
gasoline manufacturing plant located on the 
Hyde lease at Bell’s Camp and the plant is 
being enlarged. Gasoline of all grades will 

The plant’s 
about 600 gallons each day. 


be manufactured. capacity is 
The cost of the 
plant, when the improvements are made, will 
be about $5,500. Mr. 


stalled the plant, is 


Thompson, who in- 
thoroughly conversant 
with the gasoline manufacturing business and 
will give his time and attention to its opera- 
tion. Worth Reed will act as superintendent. 

Already the plant is on a paying basis and 
there are so many orders ahead that it will 
soon be necessary to operate both night and 


day shifts. The market for the product is 
wide. Inquiries have already been received 
from Buffalo, N. Y., and Cleveiand, Ohio, 


and much of the product has so far been sold 
in Bradford for immediate consumption. One 
100 and one 50-barrel storage tank have been 
installed. The Works, of 
Bradford, furnished the most of the equip- 
ment for the plant. 


Flickinger Iron 


The new refinery at Eldred, Pa., 
The tanks nearly 
the stills are in place and a number 


is rapidly 


nearing completion are 
all in, 


of steam pumps of the improved pattern are 


in the storehouse ready to be set up. All the 
help available are employed. Water wells 
are being drilled and as soon as the tanks 


are tested by water they will begin to receive 


the oil from the field. Over two miles of 
three-inch pipe has been laid and_ several 
miles of pipe have been distributed to Duke 


Center, thence north to Oil Valley and Knapps 
through the cream of the McKean 
field. Within a month it is 
pected that the refinery will be receiving crude 
field. 


remembered, pays a premium of 20 cents per 


Creek 
county oil ex- 


oil from the This refinery, it must be 


barrel to the producer. It will require about 


100,000 feet per day of gas to operate the 
plant and a large part of this has already 
heen contracted for. The refinery is to be 


supplied with oil by the gravity system and 
that the 
all the oil it can refine. 

FOSTER WELL GOING. 


The Foster Oil & Gas Company’s 


it is expected company will have 


No. 7 
Forest county, Pa., is 
Well No. 5 on the 
same company’s property at Kittanning was 
completed on July 30 and shows for a half 
The well is shut 
The 


well at Blue Jay in 


doing two barrels a day. 


million feet of gas a day. 
in waiting for a gas line to be laid. 


company has purchased a carload of three- 
inch pipe from the Bradford Supply Com- 
As soon as it can be laid the gas will 
be turned into the vast brick plant of the 
same company at Kittanning. Well No. 6 is 
to be started at The brick industry 
consumes 600,000 cubic feet a day, and with 
the contemplated production from wells Nos. 
6 and 7, the brick company is assured of an 
abundant supply for winter use. The Foster 
Oil & Gas Company has a market for any 
surplus gas they may have from time to time. 
The company has leases for over one thou- 
sand acres in the immediate vicinity of the 
Kittanning wells. 


pany. 


once. 


Foster and Davis have put one of their 
gas wells at Lewis run to pumping and are 
obtaining one barrel a day from the Chip- 
monk sand. 

“Col.” Ed. Smith, of Knapps Creek, is 
drilling a well on his lease there which is 
known as No. 8. 

Galletts & Nenno No. 2 the Charles 
Waldeck farm, Five Mile, was finished re- 
cently and made a light showing of oil. 

Mallery & Stephen completed No. 3 on the 


M. P. Clare farm at West Branch and it is 


on 


reported to be making five barrels of oil 
daily. 

Henry F. and Edward L. Carls have a 
rig rebuilt for No. 2 on the Henry Carls 


farm, Four Mile. This rig was blown down 
during an electrical storm recently, but the 


hustling contractor, P. J. had the 


Forness, 
derrick replaced within three days. 
Marcus & Company completed No. 3 on the 
Wilcox farm, Five Mile district, and the well 
is an average producer. 
the 
Mr. 
Hane was employed on the Hane and Heasley 
lease on 
the 


IF. O. Hane, a well known resident of 
east side, was painfully injured recently. 
Holley avenue and was at work 


about engine when a clutch pulley on 
the engine burst and the fragments flew in 
direction. One of them struck Mr. 


Hane in the abdomen and another cut his left 


every 


leg badly. He was removed to his home, 
where he was given surgical attention by 
Dr. E. E. Ash 


EXPECT PRICE ADVANCE. 

Oil producers in general in the Bradford 
field expect to hear any day that the price 
With a 
production during July the pro- 
ducers figure that there can be 


of crude oil has advanced. decrease 


in the new 
but one re- 
sult—an advance in the price of crude Penn- 
In July the Bradford 
wells 


sylvania oil at least. 
oil field showed 94 
dusters and six gas wells. 


completed; two 
The new produc- 
tion was 205 barrels, or an average of a little 
barrels to a well. are 
up and 48 wells are drilling. The figures for 
June showed 40 rigs and 78 wells drilling. It 
is the small production of new wells that 


over two Forty rigs 


causes oil men to think that an advance may 
be expected. 

Morian & Simons have contracted with 
Lesh Hoover to drill three deep holes in the 
vicinity of Bingham, Pa. 

Murphy and Tibbitts’ well No. 10 on the 


McCreary farm at Custer City was shot re- 
cently and made a splendid showing of oil. 
The rig is being moved for No. 11 
Matthews and Johnston's well on the Me- 
Keown lease at State 
pleted and torpedoed. 


Line has been com- 
There was a good flow 
of oil and it started off as a ten-barrel pro- 
ducer. 


Abraham Joseph, aged 66 years, a_ well 
known resident of the oil country and for 
many merchant in Bradford, died 
at his residence, 31 Jackson avenue, in this 
city, August 2. Mr. Joseph when he first 
this country settled in Titusville. 
About 34 years ago he came to Bradford and 
until a few years ago, when his health be- 
came impaired, he was active in business. 


years a 


came to 


Workmen engaged in laying a new sewer 
on Welch avenue unearthed many joints of 
wooden pipe which was used to carry the 
water from the old J. Q. Field pump station 
on the Melvin farm to residents of Kendall 
borough before that section was annexed to 
the city of Bradford. These joints are from 
18 to 20 feet in length and are made out of 
4x4 pine slabs which have been bored out 
with a two-inch auger. The exterior was 
turned out round and then wrapped with a 
heavy tar paper. Each length was fitted with 
a slip joint connection over which a collar 
was placed. There is a vast difference be- 
tween the pipe used those days and that used 
at present. 

The and Hoffman well at Clark- 
Cale has been completed and is making a tine 
showing of grease. 


Korner Brothers & Corwin’s No. 1 on the 


Corwin lease at Garlock Hollow has been 
completed and shows for an average pro- 
ducer. 

The McManus well on the Shaner, on 


Kendall avenue, made a fairly good showing 
of oil in both sands. 

William Hanley has gone to Caspar, Wyo., 
where he will spend a month looking after 
his oil interests. 

The MecGreagor Working Barrel Company 
of this city is at present enjoying a_ busy 
The company is haviny difficulty iu 
obtaining steel tubes. 

The Works, located on Elm 
street, are running at present at their full 
capacity. The product goes almost entirely 
to South America. Frank Hamilton, the 
proprietor, has for an assistant L. W. Barton. 


season. 


Tuna Iron 


E. R. Sherman has recently purchased one- 
sixteenth interest in the oil property of J. Q. 
Field & Company, at Allegany, N. Y. 

The Kinzua Petroleum Company is attract- 
ing considerable attention just at present. 
The company is paying 12 per cent. Its hold- 
ings include 155 wells in Ohio and 55 in the 
Bradford field. Recently a well near Mt. 
Jewett, Pa., was completed and given a shot. 
It is expected to settle to a 10-barrel pro- 
ducer. The company is capitalized at $100,- 
000 and several Bradford men are among the 
fortunate owners of stock. 
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HAGGERTY’S 


Cooling Compound | COTTON 


The Greatest Car Journal 
Cooler in the World 


H. J. HAGGERTY, Prop. 


(gre. | JOURNAL OIL COMPANY 
Cylinder and Machine Oils 


Crank Pin Grease, Wagon Grease 


Office and Works: 


Established 1888 J. HAGGERTY, Mer. 


MANUFACTURERS OF FINE 


WASTE AND ROD WAX 


Opp. Erie Freight Depot 
BRADFORD, PENN’A. 


Major Hawkins Tells of 
Early Dope on Origin of Oil 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
BRADFORD, PA., Aug. 7.—Major A. C. 
Hawkins is one of the pioneers of the oil 


business today. He occupies a residence on 


Chautauqua place, this city, and is enjoy- 


ing himself. His successful career was not 


Major Hawkins, as he 
is familiarly known, had many dusters in his 


without its reverses. 


early oil experiences, but he managed to finish 
on top and at present does not want for any- 
thing of the world’s goods. 

He was located at New Brighton back in 
1860, when he Greenville, Pa. 
There he met his brother-in-law, George K. 
Anderson. 


drove up to 


The two talked over the oil busi- 
ness some and drove to Franklin, Pa., land- 
ing in that place the night that Evelanth & 
traded for the 
Company’s They drove up 
Oil Creek Franklin Major 
Hawkins remembers it, there were then about 


Bissell Lamberton Furnace 


property. next 
from and, as 
fifteen oil well rigs up and two wells pro- 
McClintock The 
wells were shallow and he does not remem- 
ber the amount of oil produced by each. 


ducing on the old farm. 


Driving on the two men reached Titusville. 
The next 
ment at 


morning there was great excite- 
East Titusville. On 
the morning of February 18, 1860, they went 
to a well that had just been brought in. It 
was claimed that the well flowed eight feet 
over the derrick floor. 


what is now 


Major Hawkins re- 
members the incident as the temperature that 
Titus- 
The Drake 
before 


morning was 16 degrees below zero. 
ville then was but a small place. 
well had but a short time 
ished. After making 
Major Hawkins made up his mind that oil 
was the product of coal. 


been fin- 


some observations, 


He took samples of the oil to Rochester, 
Pa., where he then lived, and made compari- 
sons with oil produced by a German named 
Shriner, who was manufacturing coal oil out 
of coal. Major Hawkins, with a man named 
Reed, and another named Patterson, formed 
an agreement. Mr. Patterson was a salt well 
driller in the neighborhood of Tarentum, Pa. 
Owing to Major Hawkins’ belief that oil 
was a product of coal, he concluded that the 
nearer to the coal beds the company was the 
more certain to get oil. Next they leased 
in that neighborhood and throughout Beaver 
county, Pa., about 6,00 Oacres of land. With 
some other parties, a shallow well was drilled 
at Chewton, and a dry hole was their re- 


Major A. C. Hawkins, of Bradford, Pa 

drilled at 
This 
was also dry so far as the promoters knew. 
Next a lease was taken up at Slippery Rock, 


ward. Another shallow well was 


what was known as Block House run 


near the town of Wertomberg, and two shal- 
low wells drilled. One of these two 
wells produced from two to three barrels a 
Years later the late Thomas W. Phillips 
drilled and got a 40-barrel producer in that 
same locality. 


were 


day. 


After all these experiments the combina- 
Clark Hawkins, as 
sometimes known, was re- 
ported to be broke and the reports made it 
appear that he was likely to break his father- 
in-law at the time. time later 
Major Hawkins sold out his general store at 
New Brighton—secured a little cash and many 
notes. He packed his 
Washington, D. C. The war broke out in 
1861 and he joined General T. J. 
staff for army service. 


tion was out of money. 


the major was 


same Some 


grip and went to 
Powers’ 
He remained in the 
army service until the war closed. After the 
war Major Hawkins went to Pittsburgh and 


engaged in the grocery business. He soon 
sold out and he and Mr. Anderson leased 
a block of land in Venango county. Finally 


15 


they dropped into Petroleum Center, where 
drilled Major 
Hawkins has followed bubbles up to the pres- 
Subsequently Major Hawkins 
fields except W ash- 
ington county, up to and beyond Bradford. 


they a number of wells. 
ent time 
drilled wells in all the 
He had many successes and not a few failures. 

\t the time Major 
oil interests in the West 
Bradford and vicinity. He 
wells 


has recently 


Hawkins has 
field as 


will 


present 
Virginia 
well as in 
drill some 
ford. He 
in Illinois, Ohio and 


on the Quintuple near Brad- 
sold out oil 
Indiana. He has 


ildcatting 


interests 
he en 
parties in 


interested with 


in the territories, but not to a large extent 


Major Hawkins is president of the scl 
Bradford's best known 


Major 


horse and 


board and one ot 
wublic-spirited citizens Hawkins 
the possessor of a tine even 


- 
his advanced age may trequently be seen 


ine horseback He also enjoys buggy riding 


and is frequently seen with his wife out 


morning ride 


STILL PUMP 20 FT. 
WELLSAT WARREN, PA. 


Mysterious ‘“‘Field’”? Has Produced 
Some 40,000 Bbls. by 
Hand Pumps 
(By Special Correspondent.) 
WARREN, PA., Aug. 6.—It is 
nearly eight years since the first well on the 
flats of 


now 


east side Warren, Pa.. commenced 


vielding the oil which les under the ground 
there at a depth of from 18 to 24 feet. 
It is estimated that since the first well was 
struck by Charles Haagstrom, living on South 
street in this city, who discovered the precious 
fluid water for his bath 
tub, that the field known as the “grasshopper” 
has yielded in all 40,000 
petroleum, and in one instance one little lease 


while drilling for 


about barrels of 
of seven wells produced 750 barrels in forty 
hours. This Hen 


Coop Oil Cémpany and their territory was 


lease was known as the 
only about 30 feet square, located in the rear 
of the South 


Carver before the 


residence of Oscar Barger, 
street. This was 
strike a chicken park. But there 


$2,000 worth of oil taken out of 


lease 
was about 
it and Mr. 
Barger states that he has taken 2,800 barrels 
of oil out of this lot since the 
of that and there are 
the east side who have done as well. 

There are about 90 producing wells which 
are now being pumped and the monthly pro- 
duction is. fully 300 barrels. This could be 
greatly increased as the owners of the loca- 


excitement 


year, many more on 


tion are all working men and only pump in 
spare time. All pumping with the exception 
of one lot is done by hand with a common 
pitcher pump. The fluid is pumped along with 
the water into a barrel and the oil is allowed 
to drain off into another tank and delivered 
to the refineries in the neighborhood, or to 
the furniture factories that us it for oil 
rubbing furniture. The refineries pay the 
market price, while some of the wood-work- 
The 
oil is of the same quality as that received 
through the pipe lines of the territory. Mr. 
Barger has three wells producing on his lot 
and he averages a barrel a day from each one 


ing establishments pay $3 per barrel. 


| | 
»W 
“O- 
ror at 
ied 
lle. 
ind 
be- 
om 
vas 
rk- 
! 
on 
ing 
yvo., 
tter 
any 
Elm 
full 
rely | 
the 
ton. 
‘act- 
ent. 
old- 
the 
Mt. 
hot. 
pro- 
the 


when they are pumped steadily, but 
employed at Warren refineries, 
mly one of them is pumped and he gets about 
one barrel from that in 


It is his opinion that the 


as he 1s 
one of the 


spare time 

oil does not come 
from the refineries in the vicinity through 
been the its 
but 


drilled on 


seepage which has 


theory 
the oil 


Lacey 


wells 
and the 
farms farther east, which were plugged 


from 
the 


origin heretofore, 


which were 
Irvine 
at the time when oil was selling at its lowest 
known price, as .. did not pay to pump them. 
The wells were plugged with sod, old grain 
sacks and and it is his belief 
that the oil has filled up in the holes to the 


height at and 


other refuse 


which the oil is now found, 
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the plugging having rotted, it flows through 
the sand to the lower part of the flats. The 
oil found at Carver and streets in 
Warren is amber in color, while that farther 
up is darker, caused, it is believed, by the 
refuse from the old chemical works soaking 
into the sand, but this dark oil is sold for 
the same price as the lighter grade, for it 
can be easily bleached. 


South 


The oil flows through 
the sand on top of the water and the pumpers 
have an ingenious device by which they pull 
their tubing or drop it down to catch the 
oil. The water drops during sunlight from 
four to six inches and at night it is 
sary to pull the pipes this distance, letting 
them down again each morning 


neces- 


Hugh Grant ts One of 
Bradford’s Big Producers 


BRADFORD, PA., Aug. 5 (Special).— 
\mong the larger producers of Pennsylvania 


crude oil in the Bradford field at this time 


is the well known firm of McGreagor & Grant, 


of Bradford. The accompanying portrait is 


of Hugh Grant, the junior member of the 


firm, and also the junior member of the 


Grant household. Mr. McGreagor is at pres- 


ent on a tour abroad, visiting Ireland and 


Scotland. At present the firm has a new rig 


up for No. 37 on the Moody at Davis, Pa. 


McGreagor & Grant have now 240 wells pro- 


ducing oil in various parts of the Bradford 


field. Mr. Grant has recently erected a resi- 


dence for his own occupancy. The house is 


handsome in architectural design and is sur- 


rounded by a large lawn and drives. 


Grant, of Bradford, Pa 


Hugh 


West Virginia’s Work for J uly 
is Disappointing—Wells Small 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
PARKERSBURG, W. VA., Aug. i.— 


West Virginia has br ught forth little other 
than the usual during the last month. Wild- 
cat development in a few of the counties has 
been a disappointment or either has brought 
little wells which have not been encouraging. 


The recent new development in Gilmer county 


is proving to be fully as good as was an- 
ticipated and a large number of good wells 
have been drilled in that county. However, 


they are for the most part 


than 50 


producing less 


barrels per day 


On Thirteen Mile Creek, in Mason county, 
a well completed to the Berea sand proved a 
fair gasser. This was the first well in that 
vicinity which has given any encouragement. 


This well is near the Jackson county line and 
considerable territory in Ripley district, that 


sed and further search in 


Mill 


county, has been lea 


that vicinity is promised. A wildcat on 


Creek, Jackson county, is reported to be 
good for 20 barrels per day in the Berea 
Several thousand acres are under lease in the 
vicinity, but new development is slow. The 


field is not detined yet and there seems to be 


no desire on the part of operators to hasten 
development. 
IN RITCHIE COUNTY. 

Ritchie county still continues to furnish her 
share of development work and many steady 
drilled in that 
Oil men seem to have 


producers have been county 


during the last month. 
faith in territory in any part of that county 
just so it is not full of dry holes and there 
are cases in the last year where good wells 
have been drilled in on condemned territory. 


The fraternity is paying more attention to 


Cleveland, O. 
small wells now it was 


than two years ago 
and is money 


good y out of much 
property that it could not afford to operate 
then. 


making 


The week-old well on the Moore farm, on 
Sheep run, east of Cairo, is holding up at 
15 barrels per day. 

The National Oil Company, of Marietta, 
Ohio, is having its No. 1 well drilled on the 
George Kelley farm, on Goose Creek, Ritchie 
county. 

George Reinhart, of Cairo, is starting a well 
on the William Shanan farm, on Painter run. 

The Bankers’ Oil Company, of Grafton, W. 
Va., has started its No. 2 on the Horner 
farm, on Whiskey run. The company’s No. 
1 on the same farm is holding up well in the 
Keener sand. 

The Keener sand development at Finch, 
Ritchie county, is attracting considerable in- 
terest among the fraternity. 

SELL FOR $10,000. 

The Cairo Drilling Company, of Cairo, 
Ritchie county, has sold a half interest in 
the J. F. Lowther lease, on Goose Creek, to 
the Wallace Oil Company for $10,000. The 
territory consists of about 200 acres and there 
are several producing wells in the Keener sand 
on it. The territory looks good for a drill- 
ing proposition and considerable new work 
is planned by the two companies who will 
operate it jointly. 

A. F. Daubenspeck has drilled a second 
test on his farm in Big Island run, Murphy 
district, Ritchie county, and it is showing for 
a six-barrel pumper. In the same district 
the Associated Producers’ Company has 
drilled its No. 3 to the shallow sand and has 
a show of a 10-barrel producer at 400 feet. 

The Congressional Oil Company has com- 
pleted its test on the John Wolfe farm, in 
Ritchie county, and it has a light gasser. 

The Bando Oil Company has started an- 
other well on the W. W. Davis 
Long run. 


farm, on 


Considerable work is being done on Gil- 
lespie run, near Rutherford. R. G. Gillespie 
has five rigs up ahead of tools in that section. 
This territory is showing no large wells, but 
the small ones have the staying quality which 
makes them very valuable. 

NEW WELL IN POCAHONTAS. 

A new well drilled in Pocahontas county 
some time ago is attracting considerable at- 
tention. This well looks from all 
angles and oil men believe that a good field 
will be opened up here 
selling at 


good 
have been 
a good bonus near the well and 
several tests have been planned in the last 


Leases 


few weeks. 

Several little wells have been drilled in 
Wood county during the past few months, 
but the only one to attract any attention is a 
gasser near Boaz, about six miles from 
Parkersburg. This well is said to be good 


for 2,000,000 feet. 

Judge Walter E. McDougle. Attorney R 
E. Bills, Attorney John F. Laird and others, 
of Parkersburg, have a good lease in the De- 
laney tract, in Murphy district, Ritchie county. 
The No. 2 well that was completed on the 
tract a few days ago is good for 50 barrels. 
The first well drilled on the lease is also a 
good producer. 

WEST VIRGINIA PERSONALS. 


A. D. McVey, superintendent of the Eureka 
Pipe Line Company, and wife and daughter, 
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is a 
rom 
rd 


August, 1915. 


and Ed. O. Bower, chief bookkeeper for the 
Eureka Pipe Line Company, and wife and 
son, are spending the week in attendance at 
a house party given by the Howe family at 
Rockland, Ohio. 

T. J. Fitzgerald, a prominent oil operator 
of Tulsa, Okla., arrived here this week for 
a month’s visit with his brother, M. A. Fitz- 
gerald, of the Standard Oil Company. 

Edward Flynn, assistant superintendent of 
the Standard Oil Company, has gone to At- 
lantic City and Boston, where he will spend 
several weeks. 

George Thompson, superintendent of the 
Standard Oil Company, and wife, who have 
been visiting in Atlantic City, and the family 
of the late James A. Moffett, vice president 
of the Standard Oil Company, of whom Mr. 
Thompson was a nephew, have returned home. 

John Griffin, a former resident of this sec- 
tion, now of Columbus, Ohio, who recently 
purchased the Blennerhassett Oil Company, 
will return with his family to this city and 
will reside here. 

James Hughes has returned home from a 
several weeks’ trip to New York, Philadel- 
phia and Boston, where he has been spending 
some time looking after some business affairs. 

Bernard Deem, who has been employed in 
drilling a well in Calhoun county, is here for 
a week's visit with his family. 

Edward Deem, one of the best known oil 
operators in Ritchie county, is contemplating 
moving his family to Parkersburg and _ will 
buy a handsome home here. 

Burt Shafer, manager of the Bessmer Gas 
Engine Company, has returned home from a 
business trip to Morgantown. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Gartlan and Fred 
Gartlan have returned home from Canada, 
where they have been spending part of the 
summer. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Richardson, of this city, 
are spending some time in Mt. Clemens, 
Mich., taking the mineral baths. Mr. Richard- 
son met with an accident in a runaway about 
four weeks ago while driving home from 
Walkers district, where a number of his wells 
are located, and his present condition is rather 
serious. 

J. G. Cochran, one of the most prominent 
oil operators of this section, is spending some 
time in Tulsa, Okla., on business. Mrs. 
Cochran and two daughters, Lois and Frances, 
are touring the continent and will be gone 
until October. 

T. R. Cowell, well known oil operator, is 
spending a few days in Chicago, Ill, looking 
\iter some business interests 

Won Phillips is in the Ohio oil fields after 
a visit with relatives and friends in this 
city. 

H. E. Schmidt, a well known oil man of 
Columbus, Ohio, is spending a few days in 
this city on business. 

R. W. Russell, of St. Marys, is here for a 
few days’ business trip. 

Hugh J. Donavin, of the Donavin Boiler 
Works, has returned home from a_ business 
trip to Philadelphia and other eastern cities. 

Harry Gaffney, of Sistersville, was here 
Sunday the guest of his aunt, Mrs. John 
llanagan, of George street. Mr. Gaffney is 
in business with his father, Pat Gaffney, one 
of the best known oil men of West Virginia 

l'red Bernhardt, of the Ridge Oil & Gas 
Company, has gone for a two weeks’ visit in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and points in Indiana. 
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Big Profits Shown by the 


Annual Reports at Pittsburgh 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
PITTSBURGH, Aug. 5.—Annual and 


semi-annual reports issued recently by oil 
companies having central offices in Pittsburgh 
show large profits for the periods, due par- 
tially to the numerous advances in the price 
of crude since January 1, 1913. 

Few companies in this section have more 
stockholders than Manufacturers’ Light & 
Heat, which is both a producer of oil and a 
distributor of gas in the upper Ohio valley, 
and of late years it has made a _ splendid 
showing in a financial way. During the six 
months ending June 30, 1913, its gross earn- 
ings were $3,485,777, an increase of $156,550 
over the corresponding period last year. The 
net was $1,766,724, an increase of $106,957. 
Early in the year the capital stock was in- 
creased from $21,500,000 to $23,000,000, so 
that dividends rose from $215,000 to $805,000, 
there being a higher rate paid as well. 

Closely following the publication of the 
Pittsburgh Oil & Gas Company’s quarterly 
report a story was circulated that the com- 
pany intended selling some of its holdings 
in Ohio and using the proceeds to liquidate 
certain obligations, the result being a sharp 
advance of 1% points to 10 in the market 
price of the security. The report showed a 
large decrease in operating expenses and a 
corresponding gain in net amounting to about 
$50,000. 


An increase of $380,000 in operating ex- 
penses caused the Ohio Fuel Supply Com- 
pany’s net for the year to fall from $1,903,793 
to $1,805,276, making the earnings on $12,- 
230,250 of stock amount to 14.75 per cent, 
out of which quarterly dividends of 2 per 
cent were paid. The gross for the year was 
$5,150,320. Ohio Fuel Supply last year re- 
ceived no revenue from United Fuel Gas 
Company of West Virginia, which is owned 
jointly by it and the Hope Natural Gas Com- 
pany, a subsidiary of the Standard. At the 
close of the fiscal year Ohio Fuel Supply 
had $799,796 in cash and accounts payable 
of $626,907. Ohio Fuel Oil, the stock of 
which was given as a dividend to the stock- 
holders of Ohio Fuel Supply in 1909, ended 
its fiscal year with a balance of $1,413,786 
This large sum remained after providing for 
expenses and losses and the payments of 
two dividends aggregating $640,000 or 200 
per cent on its capital stock. Record of net 
earnings since its organization follows: 
1910, $492,127; 1911, $437,830; 1912, $753,789; 
1913, $2,053,786; or a grand total of net in 
four years of $3,787,532 on a capital stock of 
$320,000. The accumulated surplus is $3,- 
147,532, and there are reports of at least an- 
other 100 per cent dividend this fall. 


GET GAS NEARBY. 

Operating in the sixth or Elizabeth sand 
at a depth of 3,200 feet, the Philadelphia Com- 
pany recently struck gas near Trafford City, 
Allegheny county, Pa., and it is said the 
supply will last many years, predictions being 
made that gas around Pittsburgh will con- 
tinue half a century. Heretofore the sixth 


or Elizabeth sand was considered barren otf 
gas and the present gusher is noteworthy. 

Judge Ambrose B. Reid, in an opinion in 
the equity suit of Ida A. Findley, Mary M. 
Findley and Margaret E. Wolford, against 
John Warren, William Munhall, the Forest 
Oil Company and the South Penn Oil Com- 
pany, found for the plaintiffs for $10,950 for 
oil which was removed by the oil companies 
from a farm in Marshall township, this coun- 
ty, of which Warren is the life tenant. At 
the death of Warren the plaintiffs will own 
three-fifths of the farm, and the judge ruled 
that Warren had no right to give a lease 
to the property. 

Alleging that they should not be compelled 
to pay the 18 per cent penalty due on taxes 
for 1911 by reason of the case having been 
taken to court on an appeal, the Caney River 
Gas Company came near having its properties 
in Rogers county, Oklahoma, sold by the 
sheriff last week. The gas company was 
assessed at $637,012 and asked for an injunc- 
tion, alleging excessive valuation, finally win- 
ning out. They then tendered the amount 
of the original taxes—$6,738.89—but the col- 
lector demanded the penalty for the time dur- 
ing the progress of the hearing. G. T. Braden, 
R. H. Bartlett and other Pittsburghers inter- 
ested in the Caney River Company declare the 
attempt to collect thé penalty is wrong and 
through their attorney on the ground the 
sale has been stayed. It is understood a set- 
tlement will be reached, as the company al- 
ways has been willing to pay the net tax, 
although the officials declare the valuations 
placed by Oklahoma assessors are excessive 
at most times. 

FINANCIAL BRIEFS. 

Notice of an increase of capital from 
$30,000 to $125,000 was given at Dover, Del., 
recently by the Malta Petroleum Company, of 
Pittsburgh. The company, which was _ or- 
ganized a year ago to drill for oil, has an in- 
corporators J. T. Morris, W. L. Clarke, G. M. 
Demarest and H. W. Kiskaddon, all of Pitts- 
burgh. 

Reports made by the secretary of the Ridge 
Oil & Gas Company of Parkersburg, W. Va., 
show that the company has paid a dividend 
of 150 per cent on the capital stock within 
the past year. The company operates in the 
Clay district, Wood county, and its officers 
are: President, J. R. Anderson; vice presi- 
dent, Fred Bernhardt; secretary and treasurer, 
N. L. Russell. 

Earnings of the Pure Oil Company are 
such that the dividend for 1913 practically 
was earned during the first six months and 
a special disbursement is expected in No- 
vember. The’company has just brought in a 
900-barrel well in the Oklahoma field, in- 
creasing its production there to 3,000 barrels 
a day. 


A dispatch from Huntington to a Pitts- 
burgh financial paper says a big jump in the 
price of oil. is due to occur within the next 
month. The last advance tock place early 
last winter when oil of all grades advanced 
from 15 to 35 per cent. Chief among the 
reasons advanced for the possible raise is 
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that the few oil ventures made this year in 


this field have turned out satisfactory. 
With the listing of the Union National Gas 
Company’s stocks and bonds on the Pittsburgh 


exchange last month all the large gas com- 
panies having headquarters here have their 
shares handled in the regular exchange. It 
is a move which has been desired for some 
time and makes a stable market for the stock 
Sales have been fairly steady around 125 
Phe company’s capital stock is $10,000,000 and 
there are $6,000,000 6 per cent bonds The 
ssets are $20,475,655, of which $14,316,401 
represents the plant and $3,082,061 the stocks 

ther Mpat 

FIELD ACTIVITIES. 

e National Fire Prooting Company is 

n test we s 3,060 acres in Hock 
! t () holders are encouraged 

reason of a good well coming in nearby. 


terest was added to Ohio Fuel Oil stock 


n the company secured a 225-barrel well 


Cannel county, Ky 


he Phillips Gas & Oil Company's well on 


Qesterling farm the East dis- 


Butler 


is a hundred foot sand producer and 


pumping about salt 
day in addition to 100 barrels of oil. 
(In Mile Tree run, 


unty, W. the 


mpleted its test on the Sharkey farm and 


350 barrels of water a 


Spencer district, Roane 
Fisher Oil Company has 
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has a gasser in the Berea grit, with an esti- 
mated capacity of 3,000,000 cubic feet a day 

Rapid progress is being made on the con- 
struction of the Natural 
pany’s main pipe line to carry gas from West 
Virginia and Ohio to towns in 


Gas Com- 


Union 


northern In- 


diana. The company expects to deliver gas 
to a dozen Indiana companies in October, and 
will be the first to distribute West Virginia 


gas in that territory. Negotiations are under 


way to construct the pipe line to Indianapolis 


DD. L. Heeter, president of the High Grade 
Oil Ketining Company, has asked Sistersville 
business men to assist him in the construc 

on of an oil refinery there 

Phe Philadelphia Company has brought in a 
gas well on property in Marion county, West 


Virginia, 


15,000,000 cubic 


which first produced at the rate ot 


feet of gas a day The same 


company’s oil well in the fourth sand develop- 


ment in Harrison county was ‘given an 80- 


quart shot and it responded by producing 


140 barrels the first 24 hours 
Qn Thomas run, Clay district, West Vir- 
McDermott & Company started 


three wells, but the title is disputed by Pitts- 


ginia, J. H. 


burgh parties and injunction proceedings are 

The farm consists of 
McDermott & Company are re- 
ported to have given Sarah E. Bell, the owner, 
a bonus of $8,000. 


In progress, about 55 


acres and 


Cleveland, O. 


The Peoples Natural Gas Company has 
leased about 4,000 acres of gas lands in 


South Huntingdon and Sewickley townships, 
Westmoreland county, extending from the 
Yukon coal fields to the Yough river. The 
same company has begun work on a branch 
line from. the 
Cresson to the summer home of 
Schwab at Loretto, the distance being 
The fuel 


Mr. Schwab’s neighbors in Loretto. 


Johnstown-Altoona line at 
Charles M. 
four 
miles. also will be available to 
\ gas well drilled in near DBoaz_ postoffice, 
Parkersburg, W. Va., by the 
Bookman Oil & Gas 


pected to 


near Gallager 


and Company, is ex 


make almost two million feet a 
day. 

Southwest Pennsylvania made a poor show- 
ing during July, the 46 wells completed giv- 
ing but 139 barrels of oil. Development work 
has now reached the point where it is no 


producers, but supply houses report a 
tinuous advance of new drillers, saying that 
orders for supplies are sufficient to keep them 
busy for some months. 

During the heat wave in this city last week, 
S. W. Gage, aged 70, an oil operator from 
Chicora, was found dead in the bathroom of 
his boarding house on the north side, Pitts- 
burgh. operated in the vicinity of 
Glenshaw and was sick but a short time. 


Gage 


Many Make Money in Old Illinois Field 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
CARLYLE, ILL., Aug. 5.—The old pro- 
ducing tields and pools throughout [Illinois are 
back. 


months men who | 


coming During the past eighteen 


lave purchased the holdings 
of a number of dissatisfied operators in thcse 
places have cleaned up thousands of dollars. 
Others who have gone to prospecting on 
abandoned leases and in condemned territory 
ave realized handsomely on their gambles. 
It has not been a case of profit 1n all cases, 
but there has been enough success to encour- 
age a continuation of the game. 


work 


excepted, 1s 


Practically 
in the state, a few 
being 


all of the new wild- 


cats done in and around 


these old helds and pools, resulting in ma- 
terial extensions to the 
Clarke, counties. 


During the past month a number of big deals 


producing area in 


Crawford and Lawrence 


in the sale of property in this territory have 


been pulled off causing a number of well 
known oil men to retire to live on their 


money. 

As an example of what is being done along 
the lines as indicated above I wish to cite your 
readers to Casey, the oldest good field in the 
state. It was placed on the “has-been’’ list 


Now 


there. 


several years ago. there is an unusual 


amount of Individuals and 


companies had been operating wells there for 


activity 


several years that were only very light pro- 
ducers, and they had just cause to get dis- 
gusted. Many of the leases were abandoned. 
Others of the hangers-on really hated to take 
the money when some willing victims 
found to unload their holdings on. 
owners proceeded to make the 


deeper with highly gratifying 


were 
The new 
shallow wells 
results, 
fore Casey is again back on the oil map. 
While the work not 


there- 


does compare at all 


with the boom days, yet there is much a-doing. 
Just to show what is going on in that section 
along the speculating line allow me to give 
a concise history of the good fortune of A. E. 
Dorsey. He has gone back to his old home 
in Findlay, Ohio, to take a rest and live off 
the interest of his money cleaned up within 
a period of a year and a half. It happened 
He had 
been working for the S. QO. interests as super- 
intendent in the field. Eighteen 
months ago he concluded to dip into the game 
and gamble a little on his hook. He 
went up to Casey and bought the producing 
property of the Illinois Oil & Coal Company 
for $40,000, including the fee of 180 acres of 
land. 


this way, so the current reports go. 
Robinson 


own 


He gave the property a general over- 
hauling and doubled the production by going 
down just a little deeper. The oil he sold 
paid for everything he put into the propo- 
sition, the purchase price included. Then 
he sold out to the Associated Producers Com- 
pany. His net profits amount to close to a 
quarter of a million dollars. 
recently drilled in a 200-barrel well at a 
depth of 425 They expect to make a 
hundred thousand clear the first year. 
CRAWFORD BUSY. 

In Crawford county, around Robinson, 
Oblong and the other old fields, there has 
been a remarkable stimulus 


The new owners 


feet. 


to business, the 
result'of deep drilling. While no big gushers 
have been drilled in the production is large 
enough to insure a profit to the operators. 
All of the contractors, according to reports, 
have all the work they can do. A number 
of wells have been drilled in advance of pro- 
duction. 

In Lawrence county, Allison township is 


the center of attraction, and the big fellows 


lost their 
heads like they did down in Allendale last 
year. The prices 
clouds, and everything in. sight 
new well on the D. Hebert 
has been gobbled up. 
months 


and small fry seem to have again 


bonus have 


gone to the 
around the 
farm, section 15, 
Leases obtainable a few 
drilling proposition have 
brought a hundred dollars an acre bonus and 
better. The location of the new wildcat pro- 
ducer is about midway between Lawrence- 
ville and This practically 
condemned territory, at least it did not look 
good enough to the fraternity to cause any 
of them to get busy in that particular neigh- 
borhood. The Ohio people concluded to take 
a shot at the game, result a well, the actual 
production of which is not known to this 
day, yet everybody seems to be satisfied that 
it is a good one. 


ago on a 


Vincennes. 


Three more wells are be- 


ing drilled close by the original for the 
Ohio. Other operators and producers are 
rushing rigs to the front. 

This find has caused so much excitement 


in Vincennes that the authorities will come 
pretty near pinching a fellow for talking any- 
think else but oil. They are dreaming of 
their old city becoming the hub of one of the 
greatest new oil fields in the country, and 
that it is only a question of drilling down 
to get it on both sides of the Wabash river. 
One man filed leases on 7,000 acres of land 
in Washington township, Knox county, in the 
office of the county recorder a few days ago. 
Leasers are thick as flies on the Indiana side 
of the river both north and south of Vin- 
cennes. 

The excitement has been sent up to blood 
heat by the drilling in of a fairly good pro- 
ducer on the Abe Boyer farm, near Shelburn, 
Sullivan county, between Vincennes and Terre 
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Haute. Several more wells are being drilled 
in that neighborhood. 

Drilling continues down in the Allendale 
pool, Wabash county. A number ci good 
producers have been brought in since my last 
report, but none of them outside of the de- 
fined territory. There are still hopes of that 
production being connected up with the rich 
Dennison township tield, which is northeast 
in Lawrence county. 


SOME WILDCAT DOPE. 

In Wabash county the Ohio is drilling a 
wildeat on the S. Wilkinson farm, riends- 
ville township. 

Press reports had it that oil had been found 
near Kingman Station, Shelby county, but 
these seem to be without any foundation. At 
a depth of 1,400 feet it has joined the long 
list of dusters. 

In western Illinois the operators are stick- 
ing close to the pools in Carlyle and Sandoval, 
and those who held on to their property at 
these two places are making some money. It 
has been four months over two years since 
the first well was drilled in here, while San- 
doval is older. There is more activity in 
the drilling line in Sandoval because a halt 
dozen or more companies are operating. In 
Carlyle the S. O. people have a lead pipe 
cinch on all of the -production, and the terri- 
tory contiguous to the same. This probably 
accounts for the slow work, yet at present 
we have only two contractors here. Since last 
month No. § has been completed on the 
Winifred McCabe farm. No. 10 is drilling 
on the Leopold Deters lease, and No. 28 on 
the Maria Smith. Frank Brandberry stands 
to lose money on this well. He has had a 
string of tools fastened in the hole for over 
two weeks at a depth of 700 feet. There are 
154 producers in the pool turning from 1,200 
to 1,500 barrels a day. 

A wildcat test on the R. N. Blakemann 
farm, four miles south of Carlyle, and close 
to Posey, Lake township, has been the center 
of attraction the past ten days. The con- 
tractors are Mayor C. L. Riemann, of Tren- 
ton, and Earl Stephens, his son-in-law, who 
got a dry one near Hoffman several months 
ago. A dozen Carlyle citizens concluded that 
they would like to take a little flyer in the 
game so leases were obtained on several 
thousand acres of land in Lake township 
Each one put up a hundred, and the con- 
tractors agreed to punch the hole for $1,200 
and an interest in the holdings of the syn- 
dicate. For a week autos and buggies have 
circled the drilling outfit every night. The 
drill went through the red shale, just like on 
top the oil sand in the pool here, but tie 
sand was dry. The drilling was continued 
down to 1,250 feet, and the tools got stuck 
in the hole after going through more red rock. 
For the last 300 feet the hole was so dry that 
they had to pour water in the baler. The 
entire formation seems to be of the bastara 
order, being unlike that in the Carlyle pool. 
The contractors claim there is hope for oil 
as long as the salt water vein is not tapped, 
so the work will be continued to the limit, 
provided the tools are loosened up. The in- 
dications are for a duster. The syndicate 
putting up the cash claim to be willing to 
take another shot at the game. 


In the Sandoval pool the Ohio has brought 
in No. 9, Benoist farm; No. 6, Guyon farm, 
and No. 6 on the B. C. Warfield. Part of 
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this land is under lease to the Southwestern 
Oil & Gas Company, and they recently 
brought in an extra good one. It is good 
for about seventy-five barrels. The Kewane¢ 
Company got a light one on the A. Ander- 
son farm. Those due within a few days are: 
No. 11, John Bohner farm, Bridgeport Oil 
Company; No. 11, A. E. Benoist, South- 
western; Terry farm, Selby-Cisler Pro- 
ducing Company. The indications seem to be 
very favorable for this pool to be extended 


+ MARION COUNTY TEST. 

An important test for Marion county is the 
one being made on the Slater farm, north- 
east of Centralia, by B. F. Wireback, of that 
city. The location is near the Brown well, 
which has been producing close to ten barrels 
a day for several years. This is operated 
by a company composed of Centralia citizens. 
The new test is down to 400 feet. The con- 
tract calls for 1,500 feet. The chances are 
in favor of a well. 

Up in Macoupin county, Bushey Mound 
township, the Impromptu Exploration Com- 
pany claim to have the best well yet drilled 
in that territory, where there is a small pool 
of off. It is given credit for fifty barrels 

The Amianna Oil Company, composed of 
citizens of Anna, Union county, south part of 
the state, is drilling a wildcat well on the 
A. J. Medling farm, east of Anna. The drill 
is down 1,500 feet without any favorable in- 
dications. 

A highly important wildcat will be one 
to be drilled on the Peter Stifel farm, be- 
tween Collinsville and Edwardsville, in Madi- 
son county. The Ohio has quite a bunch of 
leases in that locality. The contract calls 
for a hole 1,800 feet deep. Marquis and 
Ewing, who are doing work here, have the 
contract. The work of setting up the stand- 
ard rig was started this week, a part of the 
material having been shipped from Carlyle. 
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Harry Hughes, the well known drilling con- 
tractor, came back from Oklahoma two weeks 
ago on a sad mission. When he left Carlyle 
he took with him Lawrence Kiffemeyer, of 
this city, to do team work. Accompanied 
by the young son of Hughes, and a_ tool 
dresser, Kiffemeyer went to a river close by 
their work for a swim. The latter was a 
good swimmer, but was rendered helpless 
when he dropped into a step-off. It is sup- 
posed he struck his head on a rock. The 
other two came near getting drowned trying 
to rescue their comrade. The body of the 
young man, whose age was 21 years, was in- 
terred in the Catholic cemetery here. Before 
he left for the Oklahoma oil fields he took 
out a policy for $1,000 on his life and had 
paid only one quarterly premium on the same 
The policy was in favor of his mother. 


The death of E. A. Hanon, one of the 
trusted employes of the Ohio Oil Company, 
occurred recently at his home in the oil field. 
He was employed as warehouse man for the 
company, and had been with them for a 
number of vears. His age was 64 years. He 
was a member of the Masonic lodge. The 
body was taken to Clay City, Ill, his of 
home, for interment. 


Mr. and Mrs. “Buck” Cole have started t 
housekeeping on Jefferson street in this city. 
Mrs. Cole came here recently from Ohio. Her 
husband has been working in the field for 
eighteen months. 


The farmers throughout Clinton county are 
up against the real thing on the feed prop- 
osition for their stock next winter. They 
had a fine crop of wheat, but the oats and 
hay crops were failures. Until a week ago 
the corn was in fine condition, regardless of 
the dry weather. The hot winds of the past 
week have practically ruined the entire crop. 
The stalks are burning up and will be fit for 
fodder only. 


Producers’ Agency Will Get 
Another Big Oil Company 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

LOS ANGELES, Aug. 5.—Negotiations 
have been under way for some time and are 
now virtually closed, although the fact is not 
admitted officially as yet, for the General 
Petroleum Company to become a member of 
the Independent Producers’ Agency, placing 
its production of about 16,000 barrels per day 
in the pool on equal terms with other mem- 
bers and renting its pipe lines, tankage, 
reservoirs, refineries, tank cars and ships to 
the agency for use in marketing the output 
of all. 

Whether or not this can be done without 
violating the anti-trust laws is being con- 
sidered by the attorneys. It is understood 
that so far they are inclined to the belief that 
it can be done. The California law expressly 
excludes from its operation such combinations 
as are for the purpose of promoting trade 
and competition, not for its suppression. For 
the enactment of this law some four years 
since the agency itself was responsible and 
it was intended for that organization's benefit 
as well as for that of similar combinations 
in other lines. It is based upon the theory 
that the agency was a combination of pro- 


ducers, who, as individuals, were unable to 
compete in the market formed for the express 
purpose of establishing competition with the 
established marketers. To do this they took 
into membership and made their sales agent 
the Union Oil Company one of the established 
marketers and obtained the benefit of all its 
facilities. Now the question is, can they do 
much the same thing with a new company 
that otherwise would be a competitor? The 
fact that the General Petroleum holds an 
option on the control of the Union which, if 
exercised, will have the same practical effect 
as for the General to join the agency, may 
be taken into consideration in deciding the 
legal points. 
COMMON CARRIER LAW. 

The common carrier pipe line law goes into 
effect August 10. The pipe line companies 
have given no indication of their attitude to- 
wards the law, but the state railroad commis- 
sion is making every preparation for its 
prompt enforcement. Chief Engineer Earle 
has been instructed to gather all possible data 
as to the physical condition of the lines, the 
difficulties to be overcome in the enforcement 
of the law and the methods of overcoming 
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also 
the available data as to the operation 
The Oil Pro- 


League, of 


commission 1s vetting to- 
vether all 
of similar laws in other states 
ducers’ & Consumers’ which Tim- 
Spellacy 


very active 


othy is president, is carrying on a 


campaign to aid in the enforce- 
ment of the law and has supplied much of 
the data desired by the commission, most of it 
gathered for 


having been presentation to the 


Legislature in the tight for the law 


enact- 
ment last winter Francis J. Heney, the 
famous “graft” prosecutor of San Francisco, 
has been appointed counsel for the league. 


Mr Hleney and Secretary J. Ih. Elliott have 


been in Washington to urge 


pipe 


obtain 


legislation by 


Congress to compel all lines crossing 


government lands to permits and to 


forbid permits being given to any line not 
a common carrier 


DEVELOPING LIGHT OIL. 


\ study of 


acting as 


drilling conditions throughout 


the state shows that by far the greater part 


of the development in progress today is in 


light oil terirtory \ very large part is in 
districts yielding 26 to 35 gravity oil—prob- 
ably 25 per cent of the whole. Fully 80, or 


perhaps 90 per cent of the whole is in ground, 
the output of which is above 18 gravity, the 
Standard line 
between light and heavy oil, refusing to buy 


point at which the draws the 


any oil below 18-gravity at any price. Of 


the work under way in heavy oil districts 


upon the 
held. 


producers of less than 18 gravity 


practically all is forced operators 


by the terms of the leases The few 
oil who are 
pushing production, as is the case with a few 
companies in Cat Canyon at Santa Maria, are 


devoting their attention to asphalt manutac- 


ture and to road oil, for which there is a 
substantial demand. 
The fact that so many of those interested 


are out of town on vacations led to the post- 


ponement of the movement to organize the 


light oil producers into an agency along the 
lines of the existing organization of fuel oil 
men—the Producers’ 
The last 


journed subject to the 


Independent \geney. 


meeting in San Francisco was ad- 


call of the chair, to 
meet later in the fall. 
STANDARD’S WELLS. 

The Standard has added three remarkably 
fine wells to its string within the last three 
3 in the 
Coyote Hills, which is flowing at the rate of 
3.500 barrels daily from a depth of 3,500 odd 
feet. 
wells on this lease are flowing 
5,000 


weeks. The first is the Emory No 


The oil tests 31 gravity. Two other 
and the total 
output is close to 


very barrels daily. 


No trouble with water or sand has been met 
with worthy of note, which was not the ex- 
perience of the Murphy Oil Company on im- 
mediately adjoining land. The Murphy was 
the pioneer of the Coyotes and the story of 
its five years’ struggle to overcome water 1s 
a striking one. In some of its wells the tlood 
is not yet entirely controlled. 

The Standard’s second big well is on  sec- 
31-23, Midway. It is some 2,500 feet 
deep. The 
vreat and every precaution was taken to shut 


tion 36, 


gas was alarmingly 


pressure 


in the well, but after a few days the capping 


was blown off completely and a flow of 
12,000 barrels daily 
rapidly until it estimated as 
25,000 barrels at The 


has thrown up temporary reservoirs. 


loose, increasing 


turned 
was high as 


one time company 
The oil 


tests 26 gravity. 
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The third well is in the 
flowing 


Hills and is 


testing 35 


Lost 

390 barrels daily of oil 
gravity. 

GASOLINE MARKET. 

The Standard 

manufacture of 


has decided to begin the 


casinghead gasoline and has 
ordered its first 
Newhall field. 


the Emory lease in the Coyotes. 


plant to be erected in the 


\ second is to be installed on 


The last 1s 


expected to handle the gas 


output of the 


Murphy wells on adjoining lands as well as 
the Standard’s own. The output will un- 
doubtedly be very large. Other casinghead 


gasoline plants are being erected all over the 
state. The 
one in the 


Petroleum is 
Hills, 
on the Amalgamated property in La 
Valley, another on the 


General installing 


Lost one is being erected 
Habra 
Brookshire at Santa 
Maria where the Union is building also the 
largest vet California, others are 
being built on the Santa Fe property at Olinda, 


erected in 


and on the Brea Canyon Oil Company's prop- 
erty in Brea Canyon. Still another is planned 
tor the Rancho La Brea the Salt 
Lake field. This will process 
which, it is claimed, will extract a far greater 
proportion of the 
of the others. 


property in 
Use a Hew 
gasoline content than any 


Experiments made with other 


processes on the gas of other wells in the 
Salt Lake field showed much too small re- 
turns to be of any commercial value, hence 


the experiments now bemyg made with a small 
test plant using the process are being watched 
with interest. If it 
ful, as its 


to be 
that it 


continues success- 


promoters assert has been 


so far, a plant with a capacity of three mil- 
lion cubic feet of natural gas daily will even- 
tually be erected in the Salt Lake tield. The 
same process is used by the Puente Oil Com- 
pany and by the new plant on the Brookshire 
at Santa Maria. 

Improvements in the quality of casinghead 
gasoline are being made from time to time by 
retiners. One of their greatest difficulties has 
always been to get a proper blend. The use 
of common distillate for this purpose is ad- 
mitted to be unsatisfactory. 

The competition in the gasoline trade is be- 
coming so sharp that a Inde- 
pendent refiners have been turning their at- 
tention more 


number of 


and other lines, such 


and kerosene for 


more to 
as lubricants stoves for 
domestic use, in which line a very substantial 
trade is being built up and one which the 
Independent manufacturer is so far 
more of a 


vetting 


show than in the gasoline and 


asphalt trades. 
THE SHELL-ROYAL DUTCH. 

The Shell-Royval Dutch 
due at Seattle any day 


tanker Cowdrie is 
with 2,000,000 
gallons of oriental benzine, this being the third 


now 


cargo shipped by the Europeans to the Ameri- 
Coast. Since the calling off of 
the deal to purchase the North American Oil 
Consolidated, the and United 
properties at Midway. nothing further is being 
heard of any move by the Shell-Royal Dutch 
to break into the producing line in California, 
and some are asking if the European com- 


can Pacific 


section two 


bine really means business or is simply trying 
a bluff of some kind. The latest advices are 
that the negotiations for the Shell-Royal 
Dutch to take over the project of the Pacitic 
Pipe Line Company to build a pipe line from 
Maricopa and Midway to tidewater at Ven- 
tura 


heen this is 


The whole course of the 


have abandoned, although 


not vet contirmed. 


Judge 


Cleveland, O, 


Europeans in this state has been apparently 
vacillating and difficult to understand. They 
have turned down propositions of the most 
liberal kind that were at first sought by them 
and entered upon similar work along lines in- 
volving far more expense. 


SHORTAGE OF TRANSPORTS. 


The lack of ships is what is keepimyg the 


fuel oil trade of Spanish America in a 


seriously backward condition, railroads 
of Chili, for example, want oil for fuel, but 
the lack of sufficient ships is making it ex- 
tremely difficult for the Union-Agency to sup- 


ply its with the 


present contracts nitrate 
works of Chili, the railroads of Guatemala 
and Nicaragua and the Panama Canal and 


the Canadian, Hawaiian and coastwise trade 
But for the lack of transports oi] fuel would 
probably now be used entirely on the trans- 
Andean railroad in Chili, on all the lines of 
Peru, Ecuador, Colombia and Central America, 
and in all the 
The 


and 


industries of these countries 


Union has over twenty ships in. service 


four more coming from. British 


yards, the first to arrive in 


ship- 
December, each 
with a capacity of 70,000 barrels. The Gen- 
eral Petroleum also has four coming about 
the same time. The demand for ships else- 
where is also a leading factor in the failure 
of the the 
trade. 


\ssociated to enter foreign fuel 


OIL QUEEN GETS 
HER FORTUNE BACK 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
PARKERSBURG, July 31.—\Mr-. 
old, 


“West Virginia Oil Queen” and possessed of 


thia ‘Sparks, 62 years known the 


a fortune estimated at $3,000,000 still 


growing through the flowing of rich oil wells 


and 


on her farm, has won a signal victory over 


her children by securing an injunetion from 


Littlepage, at Charleston, restraining 


them and a lunacy commission from further 
interfering with her affairs. 

This decision again gives Mrs. Sparks her 
entire fortune to do with as she pleases. 
The aged woman announced as soon as the 
decision was rendered that would) again 
join her “dear boy” husband and turn over 
her entire fortune to him. 


she 


Several weeks ago Mrs. Sparks was de- 
clared to be insane and she was placed in 
the Huntington asylum. She declared 
to be within a short time after she 
entered the asylum and was released, but a 
lunacy 


was 
sane 
commission which was appointed 
when she was committed to the asylum was 
still managing her estate and she applied for 
an injunction to restrain them 
fering with her property. 


from inter- 

Mrs. Sparks’ children by her first husband 
declared that her young husband had her 
under his domination and that he was rapidly 
dissipating her fortune in good living, and 
that at one time he had persuaded: her to 
turn over her entire fortune to him, without 
leaving the children a penny. 
years old, 


Sparks is 29 
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Has Pennsylvania 3/0 Years of Oil Lett? 


Titusville Producer Presents New Argu: 
ment to show Great Loss in Drilling 


By Miles W. Quick, 
Titusville, Pa., presented at meeting of American 
Petroleum Society, Sept. 10, 1913. 

Before beginning the following discussion 
of the phenomena attending the operation of 
oil-producing wells, it is necessary to emphasize 
the fact that the derivations and citations are 
based on and have to do with none but those 
yielding high-gravity, paraffine-base petroleums, 
those derived from the Appalachian field in- 
cluding New York, Pennslyvania, Southern 
Ohio, West Virginia and Kentucky. 

While the procurement of the heavier oils is, 
to a limited extent, subservient to the operation 
of the same physical laws, the manifestations 
and conflicts attending their activities increase 
and decrease with increased and decreased per- 
centages of paraflines and volatile constituents 
to such an extent that it becomes necessary to 
draw a distinct line between the heavier and 
lighter products in order to present the some- 
what paradoxical phenomena attending the 
operation of wells yielding the latter. 

In other words it becomes necessary to 
draw this line in order to show why the greater 
the percentages of paraffines, and volatile con- 
stituents of saturating petroleums, the more 
rapid the decline from initial stages of well 
production. 

In Henry’s “Early and Later History of 
Petroleum,” (1873) in discussing operations 
along Oil Creek from 1860 to 1865, 29 wells 
are cited with an aggregated production of 
26,600 barrels, or a daily initial average approx- 
imating 900 barrels each. 

Included in this list is the Phillips well No. 
2 which, by actual gauge, produced 3,940 
barrels per day; the Noble, which produced 
more than 3,000 barrels per day; the Empire, 
with a product of 2,500 barrels per day; the 
Woodruff which produced 2,000 barrels per 
day; the Davis and Wheelock, and the Van- 
Syckel which produced 1,500 barrels per day 
each, and the Crocker, the Buckeye, the 
Coquette, the Brawley and the Blood with 
daily averages of more than 1,000. barrels 
each. 

The depth of these wells was from 450 to 
500 feet; many of them flowed for months 
and some for years; they were all drilled 
without casing; equipped with leather seed- 
bags on their tubing; the products were high- 
gravity paraffine-base petroleums containing 
maximum percentages of volatile constituents 
possessed of high degrees of expansive force. 
None of these wells were ever torpedoed, the 


lirst torpedo successfully employed bei 
ing January 1865. 

The Phillips well settled to a daily output 
of between 2,500 and 3,000 barrels and main- 
tained this standard for many months. It was 
accredited with an ultimate production of 
one million two hundred thousand barre 

The Noble flowed a_ half-million barrels 
between May, 1863, and the spring of 1865 and 
was flowing between 300 and 400 barrels per 
day when it was ruined by cleaning-out opera- 
tions. 

The Sherman well was completed during 
March, 1863 and continued to flow’ until 
lebruary, 1864, subsequent to which tim 
was pumped with a liberal output. 

During 1861 ten Oil Creek wells were com- 
pleted with an aggregate output of 14,000 
barrels, or a daily average of 1,400 barrels 
each. 

The flowing averages of the Sherman and 
Noble wells during their nearly two years of 
spontaneous production was between 800 and 
900 barrels each. 

On the Hyde and Egbert farm of 40 acres 
there were, during the years 1864 and 1865, 
23 flowing wells. 

Did occasion require many other wells which, 
compared with present operations, would be 
phenomenal, might be cited. In fact many 
wells which at the present time would be con- 
sidered phenomenal have been entirely ignored. 

The Pithole pool was discovered by the com- 
pletion of the United States, or Frazer well, 
which flowed 650 barrels per day, this being 
followed by the Grant well, in June of the 
same year, with a production of 1,200 barrels 
per day. During this same month some 300 
wells were being drilled in and around the 
Pithole pool without the employment of casing 
for shutting off the surface waters. 

What may be considered the settled flowing 
stages of Pithole wells was from 800 barrels 
per day down, the lowest mentioned in Henry's 
history being 175. We say ‘settled stage’ from 
the fact that the wells maintained these 
averages for months. The daily average of 
the Holden farm “for some time during the 
season of 1865 was 3,685 barrels,” that of the 
Rooker 2,230 barrels per day for several 
months. On the Copeland farm the Burtiss 
well flowed an average of 800 barrels for 
months during which period others of smaller 
capacities were in operation. The Hyner 
yielded one well of 500 barrels daily capacity 
and several smaller ones. In speaking of the 


wells on the Hyner, Henry says, “But these 


wells, as tlowers, only lasted about three 
months.” 

Suffice it to say that in 1867 Pithole was 
an exhausted pool leaving behind a record of 
approximately three million tive hundred thou 
sand barrels procured from less than 100 acres 
of saturated area, or an average of more than 
thirty-live thousand barrels per acre from a 
formation having a thickness of from 12 to 
16 feet. 

Pithole was also operated without casing 
off fresh waters, and without the explosion of 
torpedoes. Seed-bags were employed during 
its whole producing history, dry casing not 
having been introduced until 1868. 

NONE LIKE THEM. 

\ttention is directed to Oil Creek and 
Pithole operations due to the obvious fact 
that their pages in petroleum history are 
unique, and have since been duplicated by no 
others. No oil-producing wells operated in 
like formations, and productive of like petro- 
leums, have even closely approached the daily 
averages and ultimate outputs of liquid hydro- 
carbons shown by the preceding fragmentary 
and incomplete data. The older operators 
have ceased to anticipate such wells—the 
younger to regard the then operated formations 
as having become extinct. 

During 1865 both small casing (3%4-inch) 
and torpedoes were introduced, and during 
1868 large casing (55¢-inch) was employed to 
a limited extent, and it was not until during 
the early seventies that fresh waters became 
generally excluded from wells while the oil- 
hearing formations were being penetrated 

Following these innovations the first develop- 
ment worthy of note was that of the Cashup 
pool which commenced its brief career by the 
drilling of the McLaughlin well during tine 
spring of 1871, the completion of which was 
attended with a production conservatively es- 
timated at 1,100 barrels per day, yet ex- 
perienced operators who witnessed its initial 
flowing activities, and coincident waste of 
product, estimated the output as greater in 
volume than that from any previous well on 
either Oil Creek or in Pithole. 

Cashup is located about two miles north- 
east of Pithole, the encountered saturated for- 
mation being the same, is approximately twice 
as thick, its expelled petroleums were the 
same gravity, its volatile constituents were 
possessed of fully as great elasticities, and the 
discovery was considered as promising, at least 
a duplication of Pithole experiences. 
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ln tus Keport Ill page 260, Carll says of 
this pool: 

“When tapped it exhibited all the normal 
onditions of new territory, a tremendous 
pressure of gas and an abundance of lively 
oil which attested their energy and force by 
. well flowing over 1,000 barrels per day.” 

In his Report II, page 175 Carll comments on 
the Cashup pool as follows: 

“The Cashup pool of oil proved to be small, 
and all the wells soon settled down to small 
pumpers.” 

One of the pumpers employed in operating 
the Cashup wells, in commenting on his ex- 
periences said “The water which came into 
the wells with the oil was large in volume 
and increased with continued operations.” 

Neither available records, nor taxed and re- 
vived memories, provide any evidence of 
diverse local conditions other than the com- 
paratively smaller developed area, and the 
evolution in methods of drilling, equipping and 
operating wells which intervened between Oil 
Creek and Pithole operations, and those im 
the Cashup tield. 

The inseparable relation between this evolu- 
ion in producing methods and obtained pro.! 
ets is conclusively shown by subsequent drill 
ing in Pithole with demonstrations of previous 
ibsolute exhaustion of its saturating petro- 
leums; the operations of later oil-producing 
ireas along Oil Creek with wells rapidly de- 

clining to “small pumpers,” with associate salt 
waters, and a duplication of Cashup expe- 
riences in all the subsequently operated fiel:'s 
productive of like high-gravity paraffine-base 
petroleums since the introduction and general 
use of casing and torpedoes. 


SUGGESTS A REMEDY. 

\ review of these incidents having mad 
it evident that less favorable results have uni- 
versally attended well operations since, than 
during the seed-bag era, an investigation of 
oil-producing phenomena undertaken, 
stimulated by the hope of an eventual solution 
ot the problem. The absence of authoritative 
and specific data bearing on the involved ques- 
tions necessitated periods of groping in the 
dark, reading between lines of geological 
records, thumbing pages of petroleum litera- 
ture, studies of physical laws, and explorations 
in search of delusive factors. 

It is inopportune to attempt more than a 
suggestive outline of the portion of the dem- 
onstrable conclusions to which the employ- 
ment of the ultimately discovered factors of 
the complex problem has thus far led, con- 
clusions which may be thus briefly outlined: 

(1) All oil-producing pools, belts and areas 
ire practically sealed reservoirs from which 
no products are obtainable except through in- 
itial expansive-displacement, or the later in- 
troduction of extraneous displacing mediums 

(2) Expansion being inseparable from heat 
utilization, expulsive-displacement is inevitably 

ttended by a reduction of temperatures, 
leterioration in the degrees of liberated forces, 
lecreases in the limpidites of saturating petro- 
leums, and ultimate congelation of amorphous 
paraffines, aggregation of waxes restrictive of 
the avenues of expulsion. 

(3) Salt waters being inert their expulsion 
from dual-saturated formations can only ob- 
tain through the displacement effected by the 
entrance of equivalent volumes of liquid petro- 
leums into the water-vacated interstices, with 
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coincident utilization of released expansive 
forces. 

(4) Without the introduction of extraneous 
displacing mediums heavier than liquid petro- 
leums, with superinduced stratification, satrrat- 
ed rock interstices ultimately remain filled with 
fully expanded liquids dispossessed of the 
forces requisite for overcoming capillary at- 
traction 

(5) Deterioration in degrees of initial ex- 
pansive-expulsive energies being in ratio with 
temperature reduction, the refrigerative in- 
fluences attending the free and unutilized 
liberation of the volatile constituents of unex- 
pelled oils, reduces both the present and ulti- 
mate volumes of output from producing 
wells. 

During the flowing stages of seed-bagged 
wells intra-strata expansion, temperature re- 
duction, congelation of paraffines, formations 
of cerates. and the utilization of liberated 
latent energies in effecting the expulsion of 
salt water, and the employment of petroleums 
in water displacement, were resisted by “shut- 
in” forces adequate for the elevation of liquid 
products to the surface, or approximately 150 
pounds per square inch within the Oil Creek 
wells, 200 pounds during Pithole operations. 

EVOLUTION OF METHODS. 

Let us now briefly note the changed in- 
fluences and conditions which obtained sub- 
sequent to the evolution in producing methods 
which began during 1865 and may be said to 
have fully displaced earlier methods about 
1870: 

With the introduction of casing, and pen- 
etration of producing formations without water 
resistance to expulsion of petroleums, intra 
strata expansion and coincident temperature 
reduction was at once initiated; expansive- 
expulsive-displacement became restricted by 
refrigeration ; deterioration in degrees of liber- 
ated latent energies obtained; paraffines con- 
gealed and cerates accumulated; avenues of 
expulsion became clogged; production de- 
creased and the universally witnessed low 
daily average outputs rapidly approached, and 
finally culminated in the “small pumpers” en- 
countered in all the subsequently operated 
fields—the so-called settled pumping stage dur- 
ing which production is evidently in exact 
ratio with the volumes of convected earth heat 
available for the liberation of obstructed, re- 
frigerated and dormant expansive-expulsive 
forces. 

Many oil-bearing formations of greater 
thickness, porosities fully as liberal, satura- 
tions equally voluminous and containing vol- 
atile constituents possessed of many fold higher 
degrees of expansive force have undoubtedly 
been discovered and operated since Oil Creek 
and Pithole startled the world with the out- 
put from their flowing wells. Had these fields 
been operated with like conservation of avail- 
able natural forces, that the pages of petroleum 
history would record different results scarcel\ 
permits the intrusion of a doubt. 

UNOBTAINED PRODUCTION. 

Of the possible volumes of residual oils now 
remaining within the combined operated and 
abandoned fields of New York, Pennsylvania, 
Southern Ohio, West Virginia and Kentucky 
as a result of inefficient producing methods, let 
us take a hasty glance at the conclusions 
reached by Carll, Chance and Ashburner, 
geologists connected with the Second Geolog- 
ical Survey of Pennsylvania who made a 
special study of the oil producing districts: 
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Carll, in stating his conclusions in regard to 
sand capacities, in his III report, page 253, 
says: 

“There can be but little doubt that a good 
rock in its normal condition, and under pres- 
sure, might hold the equivalent of one-eighth. 
This would be equal to a solid sheet of oil one 
and one-half inches of thickness in every ver- 
tical foot of good oil sand, or nearly 1,000 
barrels per acre.” 

The conservativeness of Carll’s estimate is 
shown by the production of more than 2,200 
barrels per acre-foot of the Pithole formation. 

In a paper read at a meeting of the American 
Institute of Mining Engineers held at Duluth, 
Minnesota, in 1888, Dr. Ashburner said, and 
reiterated his claims by issuing a_ revised 
edition of his paper during the succeeding 
year: 

“From estimates which I have made of the 
producing capacity of oil and gas-sands of the 
different Pennsylvania and New York dis- 
tricts, I believe that the amount of oil which 
will be ultimately retained by capillary attrac- 
tion in the pores of the sand-beds will range 
from eight to nine times as much as the total 
amount of oil which it will be possible to 
extract from these sand-beds through wells.” 

Dr. Chance, in his report, page 192, savs 
of the capacity of the Clarion county sands and 
the oil procured therefrom: 

“Tf the porosity be estimated at one-tifteenth 
all the oil produced in Clarion county could 
have been obtained from an average of four 
feet of producing sand. But the oil-rock is 
generally ten, fifteen or twenty feet thick. * * * 
It does not seem improbable that the rock does 
actually contain more oil than the driller is 
able to obtain from it, for the oil only runs 
into the well by reason of pressure from the 
imprisoned gas (gravity helping it very slight- 
lv), and when the pressure is too weak to over- 
come capillary attraction, which holds the oi! 
as water in a sponge, no oil can be obtained.” 

When we take into consideration the oil- 
bearing areas and the thickness of the various 
developed strata within the Appalachian fields 
together with the volumes of oils derived 
therefrom, and make computations of residual 
oils with Ashburner’s estimates as a base, we 
become staggered by the results, and vet 
we are without evidence which permits us to 
suggest lines for refutation. 

This field alone (excluding the more than 
1,000,000,000° barrels of heavy oil which have 
also left residuals behind) is credited with 
1,500,000,000 ‘barrels and a_ verification of 
\shburner’s estimates would give us a 
residual volume aggregating twelve 
thousand millions, to thirteen thousand five 
hundred million barrels, or the equivalent of 
a daily production of one-hundred thousand 
barrels per day during a period of from 325 
to 370 vears. 

Incredible though these computations are, 
the estimates of Carll, Chance and Ashburner, 
reached from different view-points, are strik- 
ingly harmonious, and we are without the 
possession of any data whatever on which to 
base,, or even suggest, a refutation. 

We are in possession of evidence, however. 
to conclusively show that during the early days 
of petroleum history salt waters were retained 
within the oil and water bearing formations: 
that Pithole residual oils were negligible 
volumes; that expulsive forces were conserved 
and utilized with maximum degrees of 
efficiency, and that the subsequent unutilized 
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liberation of expulsive forces, their deteriora- 
tion through refrigerative influences; the en- 
trance of petroleums into water-vacated inter- 
stices, and the decreased percentages of pro- 
cured oils from saturated formations, began 
with the evolution in producing methods which 
culminated about 1870, and have continued to 
the present time. 

With these records before us, remedies are 
self-suggestive and the hope for more efficient 
results attending the operation of oil-producing 
wells has a broad foundation on which to 
rest. Can there be any subject more worthy of 
attention by students of petroleum economics 
than this? Can the producers of oil, or in- 
deed any of those engaged in the various in- 
dustries based on the yield from producing 
wells say: “These are questions which interest 
me but indirectly.” 

In terminating this fragmentary outline of 
oil-producing phenomena it may be said that 
investigations of a demonstrative character 
have reached a stage indicative of future pos- 
sibilities of an ultimate operation of oil-pro- 
ducing wells with an utilization of expansive- 
expulsive forces with maximum degrees of 
efficiency; elimination of salt-water produc- 
tion; conservation of heat and the obtainment 
of maximum percentages of saturating 
petroleums from nature’s storage reservoirs. 

Only the borders of this great unexplored 
field have been penetrated. Before it is con- 
quered territory there is occupation for the 
geologist, the chemists, the students of physi- 
cal laws and the mechanical engineers, and if 
this paper results in attracting the attention of 
these to the importance of the unsolved prob- 
lems its purpose will have been realized. 
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W. Virginia Issues Geological 
Report 


There has just been issued from the press 
a new publication by the West Virginia Geo- 
logical Survey, Morgantown, W. Va. This 
volume is described in the following extract 
from the printed circular of the Geological 
Survey, and the reader is also told how 1» 
secure the publication in question. 

Detailed County Report on Monongalia, 
Marion and Taylor Counties, published under 
date of September 1st, 1913, the largest volume 
yet issued by the Survey, containing 844 pages 
plus XVII with 37 plates of illustrations and 11 
figures in the text, and a case of 3 maps (Soil, 
Topographic and Geologic) of the entire area. 
In addition to the detailed study and descrip- 
tion of all the rocks, coals, limestones, clays, 
minerals, soils, streams and industries, with 
hundreds of oil and gas well records, coal 
analyses, etc., occurring within the area and 
given in this Report, the geologic map gives 
the structural contours on the Pittsburgh coal, 
and thus is very valuable to any one interested 
in coal, oil, or gas, in showing the exact 
positions of all the anticlines, syclines and 
structural terraces. The suggestions of Ray 
V. Hennen, the author of the Report, as to the 
location of prospective oil and gas territory 
which have heretofore been so frequently ver- 
ified are very full and complete in this Report. 
Price, with case of maps, delivery charges 
paid by the Survey, $2.50, but in combination 
with other publications, see the general list of 
the publications of the W. Va. Geological 


Survey, Morgantown, W. Va. Extra copies of 
the Topographic May, 50 cents, and of the 
Geologic and Structural map, $1.00 each. 


Subdue Big Wildcat Well 

at Oil City, La. 

The famous “wild” gas well near Oil 
City, La., in the Caddo field, has been killed 
by the Louisiana State Conservation Com- 
mission, after “blowing off’ thousands of 
feet of gas daily for the past five years. 
Following the success of the U. S. Bureau 
of Mines experts in the Oklahoma fields in 
shutting off the waste of gas from similar 
wells, the interests affected by the waste of 
gas in the Caddo field got together with 
the State Conservation Commission to take 
some action in connection with the Oil City 
well. A fund was raised by contributions 
to carry out the work and after several 
weeks, salt water was pumped into the 
“wild” well in sufficient quantities to stop 
the flow of gas. Oil companies in the state 
claim that the prevention of further waste 
of gas will save them many thousands of 
dollars annually by preserving the internal 
gas pressure which makes for flowing oil 
wells. 

Automobile owners of Charlotte, N. C., are 
reported to be benefiting from a price war on 
gasoline between the McManaway Garage and 
the Standard Oil Co. The Standard is re- 
ported to have made this first cut from 27 
to 18!4 cents a_ gallon when the garage 
brought it down to 18 cents flat. 


power plant on your lease ? 


OIL ATTENTION! 


With the price of Crude Oil higher than it has been in over seventeen years, and with ‘‘ good times” ahead for 
the PRODUCER, don’t you think that this is the proper time to commence figuring with us on the installation of a 
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Consider, also, the Fuel Economy by the Use of the Emery Gas Driven Air Compressor 
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Bradford Deep Well is Nearing 6000 Feet 


Drilling Temporarily Suspended Because of 
Cave-in—Other Northern Pennsylvania Dope 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

BRADFORD, PA., Oct. 5—The monthly 
oil report for September shows that 80 wells 
were completed in the Bradford field. There 
were five gas wells and six of the finished wells 
were dusters. There was a new production of 
172 barrels. In the way of new operations, 40 
rigs are ready and 84 wells are drilling. 

\t midnight on October 1 the deep well at 
Derrick City was down 5,695 feet and drilling 
operations were suspended owing to a_ bad 
cave below 5,495 feet. It was found neces- 
sary to cement the hole for a distance of 35 
feet and it is expected that it will require 
ten days or more for the cement to harden, 
so drilling can be resumed. Recently the size 
of the hole was reduced from 814 inches to 
65¢ inches. The drill is turning out a forma- 
tion of light gray sand mixed with white 
shell. It is expected that the change in the 
size of the hole will make it possible to make 
better progress with the drill. 

On October 1 the Foster Oil & Gas Com- 
pany declared its usual three per cent quar- 
terly dividend. 

Brooks & Hoffman are drilling a well on 
the Crooks farm at Tuna, Pa. It may be 
added that this firm is keeping one string of 
tools busy this season. 

The George L. Coit well No. 21 on the 
Boyd farm at Sawyer, Pa. has been put to 
pumping and makes better than an average 
producer. 

J. C. Looker’s well No. 156, on the Corwin 
tract in Garlock Hollow, has been completed 
and for that territory is proving an average 
producer. 

The McCaffrey Oil Company has started to 
drill well No. 22 on the Fee at Chipmonk. 

The well of the Hillside Oil Company on 
the Finnegan lease at Fords Brook, N. Y., con- 
tinues to show remarkable production together 
with a great quantity of gas. It made two 
flows through the casing after the shot and 
after pumping four tanks is still doing six 
barrels a day. , 

The Emery Machine Company recently in- 
stalled a 30 horsepower Emery air compressor 
on the Luse & Mallory lease at Allegany, 

Edward V. Wicks, of Eldred, Pa., has pur- 
chased a half interest in the three drilling 
outfits now operating on the leases of the 
City of Bradford Gas & Power Corporation 
at Red House, and will take active manage- 
ment of the outfits in connection with his 
partner, William Hooker. 

The Midland Oil & Gas Company, of Kane, 
Pa., which company has a 4,000 acre lease near 
Brookville, drilled in another large gas well 
recently in the Kane sand. Pay was found 
at a depth of 2,312 feet. This well will be 
known as No. 15, and is expected to produce 
one million feet of gas a day. 

The Minard Run Oil Company is resur- 
recting well No. 8 on the Moody farm at 
Aiken. The tools which were lost on top of 
the sand years ago have been located. The 
well was given a shot and it pumped off a 
large amount of water and but very little oil. 


On the same farm well No. 171 is considered 
a seven-barrel producer. 

Sullivan & Quinlan’s well No. 3 on the 
Brace lot at Derrick City has recently been 
completed and torpedoed. It made an average 
producer for this field. 

The B. B. Stroud Company is installing 
two two-stage tandem Ingersoll-Rand air com- 
pressors and three Reeves triple cylinder gas 
engines in their mammoth gasoline plant ut 
Coleville. 

In the death of the Hon. Joseph C. Greene- 
wald, Tuesday, September 23, Bradford City 
and the entire oil country lost a good man. 
Mr. Greenewald was at one time mayor of 
the city. For years he was identified with the 
wood alcohol industry. 

The Minard Run Oil Company has com- 
pleted a good well at Aiken, Pa. 

WRITES OF NEW FIELD. 

R. S. Knerr, who is located in the Sussex, 
New Brunswick, oil and gas fields, writes 
home of conditions in that section. He savs 
that so far as Sussex is concerned there is 
nothing but the most optimistic feeling. Much 
interest is centered on the work being car- 
ried on by the Maritime Oilfields Company, 
Ltd. At the time of the writing the drill was 
600 feet down and on the way had punctured 
a number of gas pockets. Just enough gas 
to be tantalizing. Petroleum and natural gas 
have been known to exist in New Brunswick 
for a great many years. The first drilling 
for these products was in 1859, when three 
shallow wells were drilled near Moncton, N. 
B. All gave showing of oil and gas. Be- 
tween 1876 and 1880 Hon. Lewis Emery, Jr., 
of Bradford, drilled several wells in Wesi- 
moreland county with satisfactory results, but 
owing to the development of the oil industry 
in the United States, and particularly in the 
Pennsylvania fields, Mr. Emery gave up the 
business in New Brunswick. The Maritime 
Oilfields Company, backed by ample capital 
and employing the best oil and gas experts, 
are developing the Albert county, N. B., terri- 
tory and within a radius of three square miles 
have some twenty odd wells producing oil and 
gas. This gas is being piped to Moncton, nine 
miles, and to Hillsboro, N. B., four miles. 
Mr. Knerr says that the New Brunswick gas 
is free from sulphur, poisonous and_ all 
deleterious substances and is piped direct from 
the wells to the consumers. It has a higher 
calorific power than any other known natural 
gas, therefore is ideal for power purposes. 
Should the first well prove a duster, the 
Maritime Oilfields Company will continue its 
tests. Oil producers and others in the Brad- 
ford fields are watching the operations in the 
New Brunswick fields. 

Frank Edward Durfey, one of the best 
known men of Bradford and prominent in the 
oil industry, died at the Bradford Hospital 
Friday, October 3. He was the only son of 
Charles A. Durfey, and was born on the Miller 
farm, between Oil City and Titusville, March 
20, 1869. He was educated in Norwich, Conn., 
and began his business life with the Standard 
Oil Company at Lima, Ohio. From there he 


went to Cygnet, Ohio, and Whiting, Ind., at 
which places he was engaged in the construc- 
tion of oil tanks for the Standard. Deceased 
came to Bradford in 1892 and was employed 
in railroading for the Erie until the time of 
his father’s death in 1896. Since that time 
Mr. Durfey had charge of the vast real estate 
and oil interests of his father’s estate. He 
was at one time Democratic candidate for 
mayor of the city. For a number of years 
Mr. Durfey was a select councilman and at 
the time of his death was one of the board 
of water commissioners of the city. He never 
married. 

Carl Carman, of Bradford, and Clarence 
McKenzie and Leo Wilcox, of Limestone, N. 
Y., the three oil well workers who were 
severely burned and temporarily blinded by a 
gas explosion at a drilling well on Nichols 
Run, on September 17, are doing nicely. The 
three men have been discharged from the hos- 
pital, but it will be a long time before their 
eyes will be in their normal condition. 

The Wheeler Oil Company’s No. 1 on the 
Crooks farm, at Irvine’s Mills, made such an 
excellent showing of oil in the Chipmonk sand 
that drilling was discontinued and the well 
shot in that formation. It will be an average 
producer. 

The Hazelwood Oil Company’s No. 40 .on 
track 26 at Aiken, Pa., is completed and is 
above the average producer in that territory. 

William Hanley, who is extensively inter- 
ested in the oil business in Wyoming, has gone 
to Casper, Wyo., to look after his oil interests. 

Ed. H. Purtle, of Monticello, Ky., super- 
intendent of the Penn Lubricating Company, 
the producing department of the Kendall Re- 
fining Company, is spending a few days in 
Bradford. 

The City of Bradford Gas & Power Com- 
pany has a force of men engaged in laying a 
six-inch gas line from their oil and gas fields 
at Red House, N. Y., to Bradford, a distance 
of about nine miles. Men are digging the 
trenches and ten carloads of six-inch pipe 
are being unloaded along the right-of-way. 
The pipe line work is being done under the 
direction of H. Peckham. This company has 
several million feet of gas shut in at the 
present time. Ten wells have been complete:l, 
two are drilling and the rig is up for another 
well. The production from these wells will 
eventually be delivered to the Bradford City 
line, where it will be taken over by the Manu- 
facturers Gas Company. The large supply is 
expected to be of much value to the Manu- 
facturers Gas Company, as there have been 
times in extreme cold weather when their 
supply was limited. With the Red House pro- 
duction this trouble is expected to be entirely 
removed. The City of Bradford Gas & Power 
Company has some splendid gas property in 
the vicinity of Red House, covering several 
square miles of territory. The gas from the 
wells is transported through four-inch lines 
to the pumping station which is centrally lo- 
cated. 

The consumers of natural gas on the lines 
of the Commercial Gas Company in Bradford 
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and vicinity have been notified that after No- 
vember 1 the price of gas will be 32 cents a 
thousand with the usual two cents a thousand 
off if the gas bill is paid on or before the 
10th of ‘the month. The consumers are of 
the opinion that the increase is but another 
gentle reminder of the high cost of living, 
especially during the winter season. 

Oil men in every section of the country have 
more or less trouble with wandering Willies. 
The men use the boiler houses on the oil 
leases for sleeping apartments. A few morn- 
ings ago when Meyer Titus went to his boiler 
house to pump the wells, he was surprised to 
find several men sleeping on the floor. Upon 
further investigation it was found that James 
Bolan, of Pittsburgh, was dead. Bolan was 
a moulder by trade and had been employed at 
a local shop for some time. Previous to the 
finding of his body in the boiler house he had 
been on a prolonged spree. 

A well belonging to James McManus and 
located in the East End was completed early 
in October and upon being shot made an aver- 


age producer. 


43 YEARS IN OIL 


ARTHUR McGREGOR, 
Oil Producer of Bradford, Pa. 


Arthur McGregor, a member of the oil pro- 
ducing firm of McGregor & Grant, spent his 
early years on the hills about Aiken, Pa. To- 
day he has enough oil production to place him 
on “easy street.” The firm is also obtaining 
more wells each month. 


To the correspondent of THE NEWS Mr. 
McGregor stated that he had been in the oil 
business for 43 years, starting on a pipe line 
at Parker’s Landing for “Dunc” Karns. Sub- 
sequently he was engaged by other pipe line 
companies. For three years Mr. McGregor 
was employed in Butler county for Brawley 
ros. as pumper and superintendent. He then 
came to Bradford field and worked for five 
years for the late F. E. Boden, an extensive 
oil operator. He later worked for the Mc- 
Calmont Oil Company as superintendent on 
the hills about Bradford. 

About 25 years ago Mr. McGregor com- 
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THE McELWAINE MFG. & AUTO. CO. 
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Hoadley Packers and Sage Pumping Heads 


Shops and Garage: 54 Webster Street, Bradford, Penn. 


menced purchasing oil leases for himself and 
has continued to do the same until at the pres- 
ent time the firm of McGregor & Grant have 
260 wells in McKean county. For old wells 
many are excellent producers of oil. 

lor 30 years Mr. McGregor lived at Aiken, 
but within the past few days has moved into 
the city of Bradford and has a residence at 
No. 51 Elm street. 

At the last election for Member of the As- 
sembly from McKean county, Mr. McGregor 
was one of the candidates on the Democratic 
ticket. He was defeated but his friends were 
much surprised at the splendid vote he re- 
ceived. It is possible that he will be a can- 
didate for the same office next spring. 


LEOVY PROMOTED 
TO NEW OFFICE 


Beumont Head is Brought to 
Pittsburgh Headquarters 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

PITTSBURGH, Oct. 7.—In order to pro- 
mote F. A. Leovy, who since 1910 has been 
vice president of the Gulf Pipe Line and 
other companies of the Gulf Oil Corporation, 
and as such made his headquarters at Beau- 
mont, Texas, a reorganization has been made 
whereby Mr. Leovy will come to Pittsburgh 
late in December, the transfer being effective 
January 1, 1914. Mr. Leovy’s title will be 
first vice president and he will direct the pipe 
line and production interests of the company. 
His successor at Beaumont will be Under- 
wood Nazro, at present Mr. Leovy’s assistant 
there, but who in the future will be second 
vice president of the company. 

W. L. Mellon, president of the Gulf Oil 
Corporation, is chairman of the subsidiary 
companies, while the president is George S. 
Davison, both of Pittsburgh. There was a 


‘report published in papers of the southwest 


that Mr. Davison was to retire and enter up- 
on duties as a consulting engineer, but repre- 
sentatives of the Mellon interests denied the 
story, saying that while Mr. Leovy would 
come here and take charge of much pipe line 
and production work the activities of Mr. 
Davison were not to be lessened. The com- 
panies influenced by this change in the execu- 
tive department are J. M. Guffey Petroleum, 
Gulf Refining, Gulf Refining of Louisiana, 
Gypsy Oil and Gulf Pipe Line companies. 


Under Second Vice President Nazro at 
Beaumont the assistant will be Harry C. 
Hanszen, who entered the company’s first 
office at Tulsa seven years ago. C. R. Minor, 
assistant secretary and local auditor, and 
formerly president of the Evangeline Oil Com- 
pany, will take Mr. Hanszen’s present place. 
L. E. Deleuze, chief clerk in the accounting 
department, will succeed Mr. Minor. 


GIVE HUFFMAN. 
THE “GLAD HAND” 


Texas Oil Men Greet Him as Head 


of Drake Association. 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS, Oct. 3.— 
W. H. Huffiman, or Bill, as he is known 
throughout the oil country, has been elected 
to the presidency of the Drake Memorial 
Association. Now there is just one draw- 
back to this and that is unless (1 have never 
seen the museum) it is a tremendous big 
building, when Bill gets in there would be 
precious little room for the visitors. It takes 
a big man to be president of anything and 
he sure is a big-un. 

I remember Bill when he was the whole 
law back in the soap mine district, and “By 
Golly” he was a big sheriff. I remember him 
when there were horns on his hands from 
using a 14-pound sledge in his work as a 
driller, and I also remember him when the 
meal ticket was as wary as a Texas jack 
rabbit. But I never can remember him as a 
small man, physically, morally or mentally; 
he has always been BIG BILL, and I wager 
something of value (my reputation) that the 
biggest part of Bill Huffman is located on 
his left side, and I know that it is no one 
cylinder affair, but is a heart that is a mul- 
tiple of power for good, brave and charitable 
acts. 

It is a deserved honor, and across the inter- 
vening space between North Texas and New 
York I shove the hand of fellowship and 
congratulations for the future success of the 
Drake Memorial Museum. With you at the 
helm it will be a success, not overlooking in 
appreciation the worthy efforts of that prince 
of pioneers, Edwin C. Bell, who has laid the 
foundation for your future work. May joy 
and happiness attend your worthy efforts in 
a worthy cause. w. GL. 
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Jump from Large Wells to Tall Buildings 


Pittsburgh Producers Make Big Financial 
Leap--Banks Notice Boom in Oil Producing 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

PITTSBURGH, Oct. 8.—Prominent Pitts- 
burgh oil operators figured in one of the 
city’s largest real estate deals of the year 
when M. L. Benedum and Joseph C. Trees 
purchased the 19-story Machesney building :n 
Fourth avenue, near Wood street, from Mrs. 
Caroline Machesney for $1,000,000. The struc- 
ture covers 60x80 feet and was built in 1904, 
but because of the prevalence of many sky- 
scrapers in the district has at times not been 
filled to capacity. In part payment Benedum 
& Trees gave 1,000 acres of coal land on the 
Baltimore & Ohio in West Virginia. The 
new owners have had offices of their Ar- 
kansas Fuel Oil, Arkansas Natural Gas and 
J. C. Trees Oil companies in the Union Bank 
building, but hereafter these corporations will 
be housed in the Machesney building. 

At a cost of about $3,000,000 the Union 
Natural Gas corporation has laid and _ par- 
tially completed a pipe line from the gas 
fields of West Virginia and southeastern 
Ohio to the old Indiana gas belt. The pipe 
line has been completed to Anderson, Ind., 
where gas is being supplied to the Central 
Indiana Gas Company for distribution. The 
line runs by way of Dayton, O., to Muncie, 
Ind., from which point branch lines radiaie 
to Anderson, Alexandria, Elwood, Marion, 
Summitville, Fairmount and Tipton. 

The Carter Oil Company, whose president 
is Colonel J. J. Carter, of Titusville, has ex- 
panded by purchasing the Avelon Oil & Gas 
Company's holdings near Bremen, O., for 
$200,000 and acquiring in the same field the 
Purvis-Turner Oil & Gas Company for $180,- 
000, and the private holdings of A. E. Purvis 
for about $120,000. Eighty producing wells 
on 10,000 acres constitute the property, which 
will be actively developed by the Carter people. 


OIL INDUSTRY EXPANDS. 

That financial problems of oil operators 
have attracted the attention of bankers was 
evidenced this past week when the Peoples 
National Bank, one of Pittsburgh’s foremost 
institutions, said in its financial letter and 
commercial trade review: “Another industry 
that is enjoying unprecedented activity is the 
production of petroleum. At no time in the 
history of the country was there as much 
capital interested nor as many men employed 
in searching for and developing oil territory 
as today, and this activity contributes no 
small proportion of the business of numerous 
manufacturing concerns turning out oil well 
supplies. It is conservatively estimated that 
these concerns will handle 25 per cent more 
business in 1913 than in any previous year. 
The area of oil and natural gas production is 
broader today than ever before, and the aver- 
age price of the various grades of petroleum 
is higher than has ruled for a longer con- 


secutive period than at any time in the com- 
mercial history of the industry.” 

Stocks of the National Fireproofing Com- 
pany enjoyed a great spurt a month ago when 
it was unofficially reported that the company’s 
test well on its Haydenville tract in Hock- 
ing county, O., 
oil daily. 


was good for 150 barrels of 
The flurry was short-lived, how- 
ever, as definite announcement a fortnight 
later that the well was only showing about 
10 barrels daily caused each of the stocks 
to lose one-half of the 7-point advances they 
had recorded. However, the National Fire- 
proofing Company has 3,200 acres of land near 
an oil field and with fire clay and coal as 
regular products of the field the possibility 
of oil being added has made the outlook 
bright. The company officials are encouraged 
and President W. D. Henry has contracted for 
two tests in the same field, one test to be 
nearer producing territory. 
STRIKE GAS WELLS. 

Within the past month the Philadelphia 
Company completed four gas wells, as fol- 
lows: At Loomis county, W. Va., one of 
2,280,000 cubic feet, and one of 3,813,000 cubic 
feet daily, and in Greene county, Pa., one of 
2,626,000 cubic feet and one of 6,000,000 cubic 
feet daily. The latter has a rock pressure of 
3,100 pounds and is the highest rock pressure 
ever discovered in the Big Injun sand. 

It is reported that a good flow of gas has 
been struck near Rockwood, Somerset county, 
Pa. The gas was found at a depth of 2,500 
feet and is credited with being sufficient to run 
a boiler. 

Several delays have prevented the Pitts- 
burgh Oil & Gas Company selling its sub- 
sidiary gas companies in the Clarion and Ash- 
tabula districts to Standard Oil interests, but 
local directors insist the deal is going through. 
The consideration is about $1,400,000 and the 
money will be used largely to retire bonds out- 
standing against Pittsburgh Oil & Gas. It 
was learned today that a portion of the money 
would have been paid over October 1 had the 
death of a member of the Ohio Public Service 
Commission not kept that body from meeting 
and giving its approval to the Ohio part of 
the transaction. 

Once again the story is current in brokers’ 
ofthces that the Braden interests are to be 
merged. It is likely that present stocks will 
be exchanged for stock in a new company 
around a basis of $83 for Oklahoma Natural 
Gas, $65 for Osage and Oklahoma, $35 for 
Caney River Gas, and $35 for United Supply. 
the prices all being well above their present 
values in the Pittsburgh market. Indeed, 
Caney River, since the report for the last 
fiscal year showed a deficit in net earnings, 
has fallen several dollars to $25, the low point 
on record. 

Through a local real estate firm, Thomas 
Taylor, of Pittsburgh, sold to George A. Mc- 
Fadden, of Chicago, a tract of 1,000 acres 
of undeveloped oil lands in Texas for $75,000. 
The tract is in Orange county and is said to 
be promising. Property in New 
worth $65,000 was given as part pay. 


Orleans 


The Union Light & Heat Company of But- 
ler has completed its sixteenth well for this 
year in the Kiester district, the last well be- 
ing on the Kennick farm, and it will make 
about the average producer for that field. 

Grapeville, a town near Jeannette on the 
Pennsylvania railroad, has a natural gas boom, 
wells of good pressure having been struck 
in that section by the American Gas, West- 
moreland Gas, Greensburg Gas and Peoples 
Natural Gas companies. 

Harry S. Grayson and others are taking 
oil and gas leases on 900 acres of land ‘n 
Canton township, Washington 
which they propose putting down several tes* 


county, 


wells. 

Election of officers of the High Grade Oil 
Refining Company resulted in the following 
being re-elected: President, H. C. Litzinger; 
trustees, H. W. F. Graham, Thomas Hays 
and C, J. Hall, of Butler; W. A. Schoenfield, 
D. H. Black, S. R. Gibson and C. J. Vogt, 
of Bruin; L. W. Miller, of Kaylor; W. A. 
Hemphill, W. M. Boggs and R. B. Scandrett, 
of Pittsburgh, and Peter Geibel, of Carbon 
Center. Henry A. Berg was elected trustee 
for a term of eight years to succeed V. Q. 
Hickman, of Pittsburgh. 


DEEP SAND OPERATIONS. 

Much of the new work and oil strikes of 
the month occurred in the deep sand district 
of southeastern Ohio, especially in Starr town- 
ship, Hocking county. The Logan Natural 
Gas & Fuel Company’s test on the Andrew 
Reinscheld farm held up around 195 barrels. 
The Griffin Producing Company’s well in 
Marion township is thought to be good for 
20 to 25 barrels after it is shot. This latter 
well is seven miles from Haydenville and 1s 
likely to make good all the territory lying be- 
tween. 

Another important deep sand development is 
that located near Crooksville, Harrison town- 
ship, Perry county. This pool has four pro- 
ducing wells with an aggregate production of 
355 barrels a day. The Chicago Oil Company, 
Fuller & Howe, has drilled No. 3 on the 
Waltmire farm through the Clinton sand and 
has a gasser with an estimated capacity of 
three million cubic feet a day. There are 10 
wells drilling and starting in the pool. 

South of Duff City, Allegheny county, Pa., 
E. A. Bream has drilled No. 10 on the In- 
gram farm, and it is showing for 30 barrels 
daily from the lower formation. Harbison & 
Company's No. 1 nearby started recently at 
100 barrels daily. 

On Baker’s Run, Washington county, O.. 
A. R. Prunty & Company drilled a second test 


in the Big Injun sand and it is showing 50 
barrels a day. During September there were 


752 wells completed in Pennsylvania grade 
fields, with a new production of 4,345 barrels. 
These figures show a decrease of 29 comple- 
tions when compared with August. New work 
at the end of the month amounted to 1,137 
wells. The Lima fields of Ohio had 96 com- 
pletions, with a new production of 898 barrels, 
a decrease of 23 wells from August. 
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Wildcats Going to the Bad in Illinois 


Court Grants New Trial in First of Series 
| of Big Damage Suits Against Producers 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

CARLYLE, ILL., Oct. 7.—The conditions 
throughout Illinois in the oil producing game 
are about the same as last month. In western 
Illinois there is absolutely no excitement since 
all of the wildcats are going to the bad. 
Around Carlyle and Sandoval it is the same 
old story, drilling out proven territory. 

The Ohio people, the sole owners of the 
Carlyle production, seem to be showing a lit- 
tle more activity in developing their holdings. 
The shallow sand stuff is being drilled out as 
fast as the two contractors and three drilling 
outfits here can do the work. No. 10, on 
the No. 2, Deters farm, is better than the aver- 
age wells in the shallow. At 892 feet it is 
producing about fifty barrels. No. 11, same 
lease, is drilling, also No. 15 on the Ben 
Schomaker farm. It is claimed that a deep 
test will be made to the depth of about three 
thousand feet on some lease in the defined 
territory in the near future. From the way 
the company is having the leases fixed up it 
is evident that there are hopes of the field 
producing for quite a few years yet. New 
buildings are being constructed for the field 


men and other employes and other improve-. 


ments made. During the past two months an 
increase in the production has been noted as 
compared with the forepart of the year. Hopes 
are still entertained of finding the lead off to 
the other pool supposed to exist in the vicinity 


of production. 


In Sandoval the Ohio is drilling No. 7 on 
the F. M. Guyon farm, and No. 7 on B. C. 
Warfield lease, also No. 10 on the A. E. 
Benoist farm. The Southwestern is cleaning 
No. 10 on the H. R. Sherman lease. 


All of the producers at Sandoval took much 
interest in the wildcat well being drilled on the 
Slater farm east of Centralia and southeast of 
Sandoval for B. F. Wireback, of Centralia, 
representing Vensel and Kating, of Pittsburgh. 
Owing to the fact that there is a small pro- 
ducer near the location of the wildcat the 
prospects for another were considered very 
bright. At a depth of 1,693 feet there was 
a showing of oil, and this grew until the en- 
terprising newspaper reporters had it down as 
a sure shot for a half century producer. All 
kinds of dope was handed out about how 
the casing was filled with pure oil and other 
stuff tending to stimulate a little boom. The 
well was given a shot, and the latest reports 
are that this split the casing and let in the 
salt water, at least there is more water in the 
hole now than oil. It is the hope of the 
men who are putting up the money that this 
water will be cased off and the well put to 
pumping. Some reports estimate the pro- 
duction at ten to twenty barrels, while others 
say that it is not worth pumping. Wireback 
and his associates have leases-on about 2,000 
acres around the well, and another test will 
possibly be made. 

Ewing and Marquis, who have the contract 
for drilling a wildcatter for the Ohio north- 
east of Collinsville, in Madison county, are 
having good luck with their work having 
reached a depth of 1,600 feet within a period 


of thirty days. This is below the depth where 
the oil was expected, therefore it is beginning 
to look like a dry hole. 

OHIO LOSES SUIT. 

The first of a series of damage suits against 
the oil producers in the Sandoval field was 
disposed of in the circuit court here last week, 
but a new trial was granted after a jury re- 
turned a verdict in favor of the defendant, 
the Ohio Oil Company. The plaintiff was the 
Hogan Bros. Mill and Grain Company, of 
Shattuc. For years this company has depended 
upon Lost creek for a water supply. 
after the oil field was opened north of San- 
doval this water was made unfit for use by 
the salt water and waste oil. The Hogans 
had a big well dug, but this water was also 
ruined by seepage from the creek. Other 
arrangements had to be made to get water. 
The plainti ffasked for $2,000 damages. The 
hearing took almost two days and there was 
quite an array of legal talent on each side. 
The trial developed the fact that the defendant 
company was not wholly at fault, if the water 
was polluted. Judge Rose, among other in- 
structions to the jury, said: 


Soon 


“The court instructs the jury that although 
you may believe from the evidence that the 
water of Lost Creek was polluted and ren- 
dered unfit for use by the plaintiff and that 
he sustained damage thereby, yet before you 
can find the defendant guilty you must believe 
from a preponderance of the evidence that the 
defendant and no other corporation or person 
caused the injury of which the plaintiff com- 
plained in its declaration.” 

The jury after being out only a few minutes 
returned a verdict of not guilty. The plaintiff 
was granted a new trial with leave to amend 
the declaration. 


There are three suits against the Ohio Oil 
Company alone, each for $2,000 
There are four other suits for a 
$11,000 in which the Ohio Oil 
Southwestern Oil and Gas Company, Kewanee 
Oil and Gas Company, Bridgeport Oil Com- 
pany, Selby Cisler Producing Company and 
the Indian Refining Company are defendants. 
The points involved in the suits are of the 
utmost importance to the oil interests of the 
state. A victory for the owners of the land 
along this creek, who are the plaintiffs in the 
seven suits pending, could cause a deluge of 
prosecutions against the producers in the San- 
doval field. 

WILD CAT DUBIOUS. 

During the past month efforts have been 
made to frame up a syndicate for the drilling 
of a test well in the vicinity of Keyesport, 
fourteen miles northeast of Carlyle. The 
prime movers were Riemann and Stephens, 
who have done more wildcatting in this county 
than any other individuals or company. It 
took two weeks to obtain the necessary acreage, 
and now the proposition is being held up be- 
cause of a disagreement over the location of 
the test well I am afraid matters will not be 
straightened out in time to complete a test 
this year. 


damages. 
total of 
Company, 


Over in eastern Illinois the members of the 
talent are not so jubilant over the new find 
and Vincennes. 
eral months ago a nice well was drilled in 
by the Ohio on the D. Hebert farm, four 
miles west of Vincennes. There was a grand 
rush for leases and the bonus prices hit the 


between Lawrenceville Sev- 


high places. Since that the single producer 
has been practically surrounded by dusters, one 
east and the other north of the original well 
and on the same farm, all drilled by the Ohio. 
The same company got another dry one on 
the C. H. Crews farm. J. C. Donnell picked 
out another dry one on the A. J. Casel farm. 

Nice wells are still being brought in around 
Casey, in Clark county. A few days ago an- 
other sale was made of oil property up there. 
The Ohio bought the holdings of the Barns- 
dall-Hays Company, consisting of leases on 
700 acres, ninety three producers and an 
average daily production of 130 barrels. The 
consideration was about $135,000. 

Contractor Frank Brandeberry, of Carlyle, 
has a little boy at his house now. 
ster looks just like his dad. 

Probably the largest judgment received by 
any citizen of Lawrence county was awarded 
to W. N. Neal in federal court at Danville 
last week. It was in the amount of $36,848.49, 
against the Silurian Oil Company, and is given 
for oil royalty, withheld by them. 

In June, 1909, Mr. Neal gave a lease on his 
farm to W. F. Braden. The contract in the 
lease provides that when the average daily 
production of the lease was ten barrels or less, 
Mr. Neal was to receive one-eighth; when 
from ten to forty barrels, he was to receive 
one-sixth of the oil, and when forty or more, 
he was to receive one-fourth of the oil. While 
Mr. Braden held the lease this provision was 
followed, as it was for thirty-four months by 
his successor, W. C. McBride. Then he in- 
terpreted the lease to mean that the terms 
applied to each well, instead of the combined 
wells of the lease. Mr. Neal, of course, heid 
for the original interpretation and suit fol- 
lowed in the circuit court. An appeal was 
taken to the federal court and judgment ren- 
dered as stated against the Silurian Oil Com- 
pany, who had 


The young- 


become the owner of the 


lease. 


S. O. Moves Into Arkansas 
Market. 


Articles of incorporation have been filed 
with the secretary of state of Arkansas by 
the Standard Oil Company of Louisiana to 
enable it to begin operations in Little Rock, 
where a suitable site has been under lease 
for some time. Richard Dalton will manage 
the affairs of the Arkansas branch of S. O., 
which will operate under an initial capitaliza- 
tion of $100,000. 

The Penn Oil & Supply Company, Buf- 
falo, N. Y., are closing up their affairs and 
will retire from the oil business. A P. 
Jones was president, and J. J. Walsh vice 
president. 
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Electra on its Third Year Without a Stop 


September Has 44 New Wells in Wichita County 
Averaging Better than 100 Barrels Each 


(By Special Correspondent). 
WICHITA FALLS, TEX., Oct. 6. 
When you've played the Texas Oilfield 
Till you haven’t got a sou 
And your belt keeps growing looser 
And you're feeling mighty blue, 
Just hook her up another hole 
And grab a free-lunch bone, 
For you there is the Tie-pass 
To God knows where—and home. 


With the Wichita county oil field producing 
away yonder above 30,000 barrels of high 
grade oil per day, covering an area of over 
18 miles in length and two miles in breadth, 
one would naturally suppose that it was an 
ideal spot for the leaser, but it is not, for the 
reason that it is all in the hands of four com- 
panies, at least four companies are at this 
minute producing at least 24,000 of the 30,000 


barrels. 


I see that a great many of the famous men 
beloved 
Colonel Roosevelt, and S. S. McClure. I have 


are writing autobiographies, my 
been thinking of writing mine, how a young 
man came into the oil field without a cent 
and after being there for thirty years still 
held his own. As a literary production it 
might not be much, but as an exciting romance 
the history of the above men would read like 
a chapter from RUTH, when compared with 


the strenuous life of the oil field piker. 


However I am not going to bore you with 
any of the chapters now but sometime when 
I have grabbed off enough of that stuff that 
buys United States senators to assure me that 
the meal-ticket will not be hiding every time 
I want it, then, and only then will I write that 
which has never been written, all about the 
time that Cal Payne and I pulled the tongs and 
I had a speaking acquaintance with the Arch- 
bolds. 


This is the most wonderful oil field that has 
ever been discovered; it has more producing 
sands, it has better staying qualities and oc- 
casionally produces some phenomenal wells 
as shown a couple of weeks ago when the 
Producers Oil Company drilled their old Clint 
Wood Allen well No. 1 to 1965 feet where 
they were rewarded with a daily yield of 
2000 barrels. Now think of this. This well 
was drilled two years ago and has paid for 
itself over and over again, and then by drilling 
it a few hundred feet deeper, again it begins 
to make some more of the hard-to-get. I 
have said in the paper before, but it is worth 
repeating, that anywhere from the roots of the 
mesquite to 2100 feet there is a chance of 
great wealth being hidden. Then it is no 


wonder that the papers now, though belated, 
are giving this field what it justly deserves. 
If we just had some more real oil men here 
we would make Wichita county hum as she 
never has hummed. 

The field is now going on to three years 
old. And it has never gone back a barrel of 
production since the first six months of its 
life. It has been steadily gaining and I have 
quit forecasting where it will stop, 50,000 bar- 
rels per day is within its possibilities. 


WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS, Oct. 5.— 
There were 44 oil wells finished in the month 
of September that were producers, the initial 
production being 5,366 barrels. There are now 
in operation 156 strings of tools of every 
character, including machines, rotaries and 
standard outfits, 91 of which are running in 
the Electra field, 34 in the Burkburnett field, 
18 in Iowa Park, and 13 in Petrolia. 


There are 33 rigs and locations at Electra, 
11 rigs and locations at Burkburnett, 3 at 
Iowa Park and none at Petrolia. There have 
been 11 wells abandoned in the entire field, 
ranging from 2,500 feet down to 600, which 
means that there has been eleven dry holes 
drilled or completed during the last month. 

The Iowa Park district has been claiming the 
most attention recently on account of its 
shallowness, but the area that it covers seems 
to be small and it looks as if it were about 
defined at this writing. It caused some of the 
new producers to make a most ridiculous lease 
to General Roller. Any one operating under 
a lease of the character these men took can 
operate these $12,000 wells for two barrels and 
sell their product to John D. for six-bits per 
barrel. And that is moving some. 

The Fisher Oil Company made an arrange- 
ment to drill a well on the Andrew Weeth 
farm that is considered very important to the 
fraternity. At this writing it is down about 
1,000 feet. 


Some Personals From Wichita Falls 


WICHITA PERSONALS. 


J. C. Yancy of Los Angeles Cal., has been 
here for the past month. He is representing 
some California capital and will probably make 
this his headquarters for some time. Mr. 
Yancy is a scientist and reads the sermons in 
stones, and determines where the treasures 
are hid. We wish you luck old Pal, and may 
every stone that you turn over find a greasy 
worm thereunder. We also hope that your 
carniverous, omniverous geological ideas may 
bring you riches. 


Walter Stalder, another geologist from the 
Pacific Coast, has been here in company with 
Mr. Yancy. We do not know the program of 
these men but we hope that it will be for 
more development for North Texas. 


Harry Heasly of Pittsburg, Pa. is here 
looking after the interest of the Worth Oil 
Company. 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank Cullinan have returned 
to their home here after two months touring 
the Northern States. 


Bert Brookings came down town the other 
day with a grin, that spread out all over his 
face like a piece of custard pie. Now there 
are only two times in a man’s life when the 
God of smiles reflects from the face of man. 
One when in the soft moonlight she has 
promised to take you for the worst of it, 
and the other is when you are a happy father 
for the first time. And Bert is pap now and 
it is a girl. The child and mother are doing 
nicely. We extend congratulations to the 
parents, and in this case to the grandparents 
as well. 


Walter Guthrie the popular scout for the J. 
M. Guffey Petroleum Company, the man who 


always gets there first on his motorcycle and 
who knows more of the condition of the 
North Texas oil field than most any one, has 
a patent on breaking stones. He doesn’t break 
them, he pulverizes them. The other day he 
was riding that uncivilized Red Warrior of 
his and just as he was passing an intersection 
on the road a lad came out with what looked 
like a pup to what Walter was riding. Walter 
swerved to save the boy and smashed into a 
rock that weighed 500 pounds and actually split 
the rock. Of course Walter took a high dive 
and while he was down that uncivilized 
savage jumped on him and kicked in his slats. 
He crushed the stone, and incidentally broke 
a rib or two. I don’t believe I would patent 
the D— thing Walter? 


There are rumors and rumors of rumors 
that the Forest Oil Company is about to sell 
their production to some frog eating Sin-da- 
cat. 


Cyrus Edwards, formerly of Pittsburgh, Pa., 
but now of San Francisco, is here purchasing 
supplies for a test well up in Foard County, 
Texas. This well is located on the Ferd Has- 
sel ranch about twelve miles northeast from 
Crowel. J. T. Wilkey is associated with this 
venture and he informed the writer that North 
Texas was the talk of the Pacific Coast and 
that California capital would be forthcoming 
when conditions were right. The land that 
is being developed by these gentlemen in 
Foard County has been gone over by an ex- 
pert in geology and it will be watched with 
a great deal of interest by the men who say 
“to h— with science.” We need some new 
blood in this field about as bad as anything 
just now as the old ones have grown indiffer- 
ent to the needs of progress. May you keep 
coming. 
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October, 1913. 


WHAT WICHITA FALLS 
OFFERS STRANGERS 


(By Special Correspondent). 

WICHITA FALLS, TEX., Oct. 1.—Some 
of your readers will sometimes ask the ques- 
tion? What kind of a place is Wichita Falls? 

Your correspondent has lived here for over 
two years, and therefore is in a position to tell 
what kind of a city he lives in, and also say 
something in regard to its marvelous growth. 
It is located 114 miles west of Fort Worth, 
and 158 miles south of Oklahoma City. It 
is the largest city between Fort Worth, Okla- 
homa City, and Denver, Colorado, and is des- 
tined to surpass these cities in population and 
as a manufacturing center. 

It has a most delightful climate, having an 
elevation of 938 feet above the sea and very 
few extremes of temperature. It is the county 
seat of Wichita county and in the center of a 
big oil and gas field. The county alone is 
producing over 30,000 barrels of 42 Baume 
gravity oil per day. Eighteen miles away is 
the Petrolia, Texas, gas field, a gas field in 
itself that is one of the wonders of the bus- 
iness. Wells in the Petrolia field have pro- 
duced 40,000,000 cubic feet of gas per day. 
It is furnishing gas for about 215,000 people 
without the aid of a compression station. Its 
own pressure sends the gas 150 miles. 

Wichita Falls can boast of public buildings 
that are second to none in the South West. It 
has paved streets and has just let the con- 
tract for three miles of wood block and 
macadam pavement. Its population last census 
was 10,000. Its growth has been phenomenal 


NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS. 


and today, according to the scholastic census, 
is close to 15,000 people. 

She boasts of two hotels as good as the best 
in the South. The Westland Hotel is a five 
story building, run on the European plan and 
the St. James a three story structure operates 
on the American plan. Its four banks have 
doubled their deposits in the past two years. 
Forty manufacturing plants are in operation. 
The auto truck “Wichita” “the truck with the 
reputation,” is made here. 

No city in the South can boast of more 
commodious churches, or more beautiful in 
design. 

Plenty of amusements are here as Wichita 
lake which covers 3200 acres and is two miles 


wide by seven miles long, furnishes boating 
and plenty of fishing and duck shooting in 
season. Two hundred thousand dollars has 
been spent in pavilions, bath houses, etc. 
There is 25 minute street car service to the 
resort. 

You will readily see that while we are in 
the West, yet we have more of the creature 
comforts than many Easterners, and as many 
as any. 

Wichita Falls has men that tape up with any 
in the United States. They are men of 
breadth and brain, home builders and home 
makers. This is the class of men that we 
appeal to. This is the class of men we want 
to come and make their homes with us. 


Cuisine Excellent 


When in Wichita Falls, Texas, stop at the 
WESTLAND HOTEL (European) 


Rates Reasonable 


Hungarian Orchestra 


Capital - 
Surplus” - 


ESTABLISHED 1884 


The First National Bank of Wichita Falls, Texas 


- $100,000 
- 130,000 


Located in the center of the North Texas Oijul Fields 


WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS 


Wichita Falls, exas 


“THE BUSIEST AND BEST BUILT CITY IN TEXAS” 


Population increase 1900-1910, 230 per cent 
Growing faster now than ever before 


—A CERTAIN INDUSTRIAL CENTER—— 


Forty Manufacturing Plants in successful operation—opportunity for more—Six Railroads—Low Freight Rates— 
Large. Trade Territory—No competing city within 100 miles. 


LET US SHOW YOU— 


Coal—Oil—Water—Natural Gas 


An enormous coal deposit ts LAKE Three distinct oil fields in 
found at New Castie, 50 miles WICHITA county, present daily produc- 
south, and is supplied manu- 2x7 MILES © | tion over 3 0,000 barrels. 
— at an extremely low 3200 ACRES Development just begun. 


Healthful Climate—Altitude 958 Feet—Few Extremes of Temperature 


One of the largest gas fields 
in the South where single 
@ | wells produce from 40 to 50 
million feet daily, 4 cts. per 
thousand. 


“HIT THE TRAIL FOR WICHITA” 


Good Schools—Fine Churches—Parks— 


Well Kept Streets—Amusement Resort 


EXCELLENT FIELD FOR REFINERY 


“OBEY THE IMPULSE” 


wite THe Chamber of Commerce 
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The figures below are immense yet they do 
not show all of the production of the field on 
account of the lack of report on the fuel used 
for development work. The daily production 
per companies follows: 


ELECTRA. 

Barrels 
Producers Oil Co. . 15,000 
Corsicana Pet. Co. . 
J. M. Guffey Co. ..... 2,200 
Forest Oil Co 
Red River Oil Co ........... .. 1,500 
Forest Oil Co. and Hivic........ 450 
Independents .................. 1,200 


Total for Electra 


28,150 
Burkburnett District. 
Barrels 
20 
Head and Langford ............ 65 
Fisher and Allen .............. 50 
Purkburnett Oil Co. ............ 40 
80 
140 
Producers Oil Co. .............. 75 
800 
Total Burkburnett District ... 1,475 
Iowa Park District. 
Total production of this district. . 280 
Petrolia District. 
3arrels 
Producers Oil Co. .............. 650 
5. Pet. Co. .......... 30 
50 
Developers Oil Co. ............. 250 
Misselns (Shallowwells) ...... 400 
Total Petrolia District ....... 1,380 
Making grand total for the en- 
31,285 


This does not include fuel used to develop 
the Electra district and it is only partially 
accounted for in the Burkburnett district. 


RUNS AND DELIVERIES. 


Electra. 
Runs Shipments Stocks 
Bbls. Bbls. Bbls. 
450... 450,000 300,000 120,000 
Texas Co. sold to 
Magnolia ....... 100,000 
Texas Co car ship- 
5,000 
Magnolia Pet. Co...275,000 375,000 800,000 
J. M. Guffey Pet. Co 50,000 35,000 40,000 


Magnolia Pet. Co. 23,000 23,000 No stock 


2,000 as fuel. No stock 
PETROLIA. 

20,000 9,000 65,000 
Magnolia Pet. Co. 12,000 15,000 22,000 
Developers Oil Co. 7,000 7,000 No stock 
Magnolia Pet. Co. 2,000 2,000 No stock 

Barrels 
The runs for the month aggregate .. 839,000 
Shipments for the same period ...... 1,068,000 


If the production should drop 50% there 
would be stock enough left for just four 
months. The Magnolia Petroleum Co. is just 
tearing its hair for more production, as they 
always do where they have good strong com- 
petition. So far they have been unable to 
get this field’s output, their production only 
represents about one third of the output. 
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Cleveland, O, 


New Production in Wichita, Texas 


Electra District. 


Depth 
Farm. Feet. 
Producers Oil Company...............+-00+5 Waggoner ..........No. 53 1,820 
Waggoner .......... No. 50 1,398 
Producers Company. Waggoner ..........No. 51 1,809 
Producers No. 1 1,965 
Producers Oil Company..................2.+ Marriott ............No. 8 1,485 
Producers Oil Company.....................Marriott ............No. 19 1,233 
Company... No. 6 1,526 
OF W. B. Honaker..... No. 7 1,077 
Corsicana Petroleum Company .............. S. E. Honaker...... No. 18 1,447 
Corsicana Petroleum Company .............. W. B. Honaker......No. 5 1,357 
Corsicana Petroleum Company .............. ee eee No. 9 1,085 
Corsicana Petroleum Company .............. Red River Allen....No. 28 1,528 
Corsicana Petroleum Company .............. errr ee No. 7 1,062 
J. M. Guffey Petroleum Company ........... BR ee No. 13 1,535 
J. M. Guffey Petroleum Company ........... No. 23 1,559 
J. M. Guffey Petroleum Company ........... ee repre No. 9 1,544 
Red River Oil Company .................: No. 22 1,090 
Red River Oil Company ................... a ee No. 23 1,516 
Big Springs Oil Company................... No. 1 805 
Hillsboro Oil & Gas Company.............. 807 
P. O. Company and Wood.........ccecscces Borcheldt ...........No. 2 1,533 
J. M. Guffey Petroleum Company............ Pere rear No. 1 1,416 


Making the aggregate initial production for the month of September, 


tra district, 5,200 barrels from 32 new wells. 


Burkburnett District. 


No. 

Bbls. 
100 
50 
720 
1,800 
100 
25 

50 
425 
100 


20 


1913, in the Elec- 


Corsicana Petroleum Company............... eee No. 4 1,854 25 
Corsicana Petroleum Company............... No. 3 1,800 20 
J. M. Guffey Petroleum Company............ PN, Givadnnevaawes No. 1 1,714 75 
Burkburnett Oil Company................... ee eer No. 5 441 3 
Iowa Park. 
Ellinger, Proper & Rodgers................4. Lockridge ........ --No. 9 492 20 
McAlester, Brown & Nelson.................  netuieseden¥ee No. 1 502 5 
Petrolia. 


There was just one completion this month. Some will make the claim that it has been 
on account of the water problem, but the statement is hardly in keeping with the facts, as 
there is no oil there and it is only a waste of money to try and find it. 
pure and simple and a dollar bill, if a feller had one, would cover all the oil territory in 


the county. 


It is a gas field 


The one completion was by the Wichita Gas Company on the Matlock farm and is good 


for one-half million cubic feet of gas. 
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Enter Bill the HERO of the Pie Counter Squad 


How He Commandeers with 
a Quarter Section 
of Crust 


IND friends, listen to the tale of one 
kK who needs no introduction. 

An oil man who does not know this 
picture and recognize this phiz is an oil man 
without a country. I have employed two gum- 
shoe detectives to look into his relationship 
with the Dalton boys who looted banks, held 
up trains, and made their name a terror to 
the early civilization of western America. I 
did not want to use the deductions that I 
have evolved without a preponderance of evi- 
dence—but the manner in which he will hold 
up a contractor, or a producer, demonstrates 
to me that he has inherited some family 
characteristics. However, fearing a libel suit, 
I wish to use the word “alleged.” Hence the 
above hypothetical statement has not sufficient 
base on which to demonstrate cause for action. 
It is a known fact, however, that when Bill 
goes after anything, whether at night or in 
broad daylight, whether with a jimmy or his 
angelic smile, he always seems to carry a pole 
long enough to knock off the persimmon. 

The picture that accompanies this sketch is 
the picture of a HERO (capital letters on 
hero). It shows the young man in the uni- 
form of a United States soldier. That Bill 
loves his country is conclusively shown by the 
clothes that he wears, and furthermore it is 
the honest truth that Bill has “fit,” bleeded 
and lied for his country, his friends and John 
Eaton. He is one of the best known supply 
men in the oil region, as a story that accom- 
panies this sketch will show. 

He was born in the shadow of the Drake 
derrick on the Miller farm, Venango county, 
Pennsylvania, on the 27th day of July, 1872. 
His father was a well known oil producer. 
Hence it is litthke wonder that Bill started in 
the footsteps of his parent. 


He entered the supply business the 21st day 
of May, 1890, therefore over half of his use- 
ful life has been in the employ of one or 
the other of the great supply houses that 
dominate the oil trade. There is excepted 
in this the fourteen months that were spent 
in the defense of his country on a foreign 
shore. 


And to those who are not familiar with 
his promotions while serving his country I 
wish to say that Bill was promoted to the 
position which manages the pie counter. I 
am not prepared to say whether his promo- 
tion was from his valorous conduct in at- 
tacking the breastworks of a side of bacon or 
whether it was from the fact that he had 
been a good rustler for orders in the oil coun- 
try, and therefore would be useful in making 
his demands for nourishment for the boys. 
Anyway Bill was commissary sergeant, with 
plenipotentiary powers to get all he could for 
his hungry men. If it was gettable, it’s a 
cinch it was got. 

We have taken a lot of liberties with Bill 
in these columns. We did this because we 
knew him and loved him. We did it because 
he is the best natured man on earth and 
thoroughly enjoys a joke, even on himself. 
We knew at all times the worth of Bill Dalton, 


W. L. Dalton, Wichita Falls, Texas. 


both as a friend and a business man. We 
also knew we could lick him (after he had 
broken his arm), hence we were not afraid to 
hand him a few packages. 

When Scio, Ohio, came in and took the 
front of the stage in oildom, the supply com- 
pany had no more efficient man to take charge 
of its branch than Bill. Woodsfield came 
along in time and Bill was again the man for 
the job. But it remained for Illinois, with 
its ninety miles of development in the short 
period of two years, to show his ability. 
Dalton went along in the even tenor of his 
way, handled the enormous business honestly 
and efficiently, commanding the respect of the 
cash customer and the hand-to-mouth fellow 
whose credit was nil, in an effective and busi- 
nesslike manner. We've had our fling at Bill 
for reasons above stated, but we would be 
the rankest kind of a sucekr to ever question 
3ill’s business ability, for his last twenty- 
three years are filled with endeavors worthy 
of emulation. 

He has always been a business getter and 
considers— 

“That day lost whose low descending sun 

Finds him without an oilman skun,” 
and he is plying his trade with all the vigor 
of a sixteen-year-old at Wichita Falls, Texas. 
Every hobo or main line bum knows Bill 
Dalton as the following story will indicate, 
and I could tell pages of the same kind of 
stories : 

The scene of this yarn is laid in the deserts 
of the California field. Two men who had 
just finished the construction of a pipe line 
were walking from its terminus to the rail- 
road. They were rich, for they had money. 
Not much, but real money. Wending their 
way through the sand dunes they saw a camp 
fire, but that was not as interesting as the 
savory aroma of the “Mulligan Stew” that 
impregnated the atmosphere. Although they 
had money, the smell of that stew drew them 
like the moth is drawn to the flame, and they 
went straight to the camp. There was hand- 
shaking and the familiar greetings, ‘Hello, 
Bo.” “Where are ye bys from,” said one of 


Alleged to be a Dalton as 
He Gets the Per: 
simmons 


the strangers to the campers. “Why from 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Ohio and Illi- 
nois.”. “Who might you know there in Penn- 
sylvania, around Pittsburgh?” “I knew Ad Gib- 
son at Pittsburgh, and I knew some fellows at 
Carnegie, some of the boys in the supply 
houses; one of them was a little feller dey 
called Bill and Billy.” “Aye, I knew him, too, 
it was Bill Dalton, that’s de guy. He was a 
prince; why he loaned me $2.” “Why I owe 
him $8,” another said. “Well, did any of ye’s 
pay him?” “No, but we will when we get the 


money.” “A-h-h go on, ye'll never get the 


money.” 

I tell this one story to demonstrate the fact 
that he is a well known character, and to 
show how generous he was to men when 
there was not a chance for a return. 


The picture we are using here was taken 
in 1899; at this time he was handsome, yougth- 
ful and symmetrical. But now the hand of 
time has been laid on him and it has traced 
lines in his face and made silver th eformer 
glossy locks. Time is no respecter of per- 
sons. But I feel that I am stating a fact 
when I say that some of the grayness of 
Bill's head has been caused by trying to find 
the six inches of three-eighths inch pipe that 
was declared short by the auditor. 

I am now going to turn him over to the 
long-horns of Texas, murmuring a prayer 
for the man who falls into the network of 
sill’s’ conversation when the man is in need 
of supplies. In closing I wish to say that 
if there were more men of the character of 
Dalton in the oil country the most pessimistic 
oil man on earth would have no kick coming. 

P. S.—Bill was going to sue me for defama- 
tion of character on account of one of the 
previous articles wherein he was staged as 
the hero. I proved that Bill had no char- 
acter. Now he is trying to get action for 
libel. Just a word of warning. If he fools 
around me, or kicks my dawg ’round, I'll 
break his other arm. 


W.G.L. 


Oil Rates Raised 25 per cent in 
Louisiana 


After a long fight, Louisiana railroads 
have succeeded in securing an increase in 
the rates on petroleum and its products in 
less than car load lots. The Louisiana 
Railroad Commission has issued an order 
putting into effect a 25 per cent increase 
on all L. C. L. shipments in that state. 

Four years ago the commission ordered 
a reduction in oil rates on less than carload 
lots at the instigation of the independent 
oil companies. The railroads, with the ex- 
ception of the Edenborn, put the rates into 
effect. The Edenborn took the matter to 
the courts, which held that the cut of the 
commission was too great and restored the 
former rates on that road. The railroads 
then asked for a 58 per cent increase. The 
25 per cent increase is the result. 
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“Dutch” Still a Derelict While 
Charity Gets its Millions 


“Man’s inhumanity to man makes countless 
thousands mourn.”—Burns. 

“Careless seems the great Avenger, history’s 
pages but record 

One death grapple in the darkness, twixt false 
system and the world. 

Truth forever on the scaffold, wrong forever 
on the throne, 

But the scaffold rules the future and behind 
the dim unknown 

Standeth God within the shadow 
watch above his own.” 

The above is a text on which reams of 
words could be written and still leave the 
subject barely touched. As the object lesson, 
Leonard (Dutch) Lenox ambling down the 
street, a human wreck, lashed and beaten by 
his own thoughts of unworthiness, while that 
Godly man at 26 Broadway revels in works 
of art and good wholesome food, with never 
a thought of the poor derelict that he was 
indirectly the cause of making. A poor, dis- 
abled fellow, with possibly 40 years to live. 
An object of pity and of charity. Cut down 
in the fullness of his young manhood, when 
the world was its brightest, for he was a 
producer and a worker proud in his strength. 

There is a God I trust who is looking into 


keeping 


the hearts of the men responsible for in- 
human treatment of this man, and I hope that 
in his just and wise plan he has prepared a 
punishment for the men who are responsible 
for the treatment of this man since his ter- 
rible accident. Somewhere in this United 
States is a mother waiting to hear from a 
boy. She will never hear from him, for in 
his condition he cannot write or think. That 
mill of God that grinds so slow that we get 
impatient will surely reach the grist that is so 
justly deserving. 

3ig-hearted oil men paid the hospital bill. 
He had four weeks generous treatment and 
his hunger was appeased. He was turned out 
with no place to go, no where to lay his in- 
jured head, and since then there have been 
five days of continual rain. 

For God’s sake, Standard Oil, stop con- 
tributing to colleges, stop hunting the tuber- 
culosis bug, stop finding a lot of grafting 
mission workers, and spend a little of your 
ill-gotten gains on something, that as the em- 
ployer, you are in a measure responsible for. 
It is not too late, you have time yet to look 
after this man for whom you easily could 
find work that he could earn a living at. 


W. G. L. 


Breaking the Bottle 


Texas’ Arid Vastness 


of Brotherly Love in 


The spirit of brotherly love lies deep in the 
heart of every loyal Texan. Just to show the 
extent to which one dweller in that queen of 
states of the South will go to assist another, 
we append two letters, the first showing how 
one Texan went to the aid of a fellow Texan 
in time of distress (the weather there is ter- 
ribly provocative of thirst), the second the 
spirit of gratitude with which all such helpful 
deeds should, and in Texas are, welcomed: 
From Texan the First; 

Texan the Second. 
Texas. 

My Dear J.:—I am sending you under separ- 

ate cover and by the Adam Express Co., or 


Jrownwood, 


some other express company, one _ gal- 
lon of the brand that drink, . it 
will be divided into four-quarters, one- 


quarter is for Mr. S., one-quarter for Mr. K. 
(the oil expert), and the two remaining quar- 
ters are for your own personal use, with the 
following formula to be strictly observed: 


FOR SLEEPLESSNESS. 

Set the quart at the head of your bed, if 
restless take a liberal libation, and then try 
to sleep, if still restless, take another one, 
after about the fifth or sixth libation you 
won't care whether you sleep A-tall that night, 
and you are cured. 


WHEN FEELING BLUE AND POOR, 

About four ounces should be taken blended 
with a fresh hen’s egg, then you will LAY 
for the Sunshine, and a couple of dollars in 
your jeans will make you feel like a million- 
aire, and the world will be bright, and the lit- 
tle birds will sing for you. 


FOR A GOOD TIME, 

Drink the whole D— biziness. 

It is the juice of the fruit, and the cause 
of Adam’s downfall. For its ruinous effect 
on our Grandfather Adam we drink it in re- 
venge. 

From Texan the Second; 
Texan the First. 
Wichita Falls, Tex. 

Dear Colonel :—Immediately upon receipt of 
your very interesting and most welcome letter 
of the 28th, we called a very largely attended 
meeting of all the oil experts, and hied our- 
selves around to the various express offices in 
town to apply our natural Sherlock Holmes 
nature, to aid us in discovering the main pool. 
A careful search disclosed a lead, and we 
struck a paying well, at the U. S. Express 
office. 

We forthwith proceeded to avenge the 
wrong done to Adam of old, by imbibing 
long and frequently, and after a few avenging 
draughts had been stored and stowed away, 
we neither cared whether we were afflicted 
with sleeplessness, or dreamed in a gusher. 

Though there was not a full quorum of the 
directors present (some of them are foolish 
enough to not libate), we declared a 52 per 
cent dividend on all of the oil wells in Brown 
and surrounding counties, we don’t know just 
how soon the dividend can be liquidated, or 
even validated, but to the D 1 with paying 
them, or even feeling poor when for fifty cents 
you can make yourself feel like a Rockybilt 
or Asterfelt. 

The “Expert” was just in and asked me to 
express his most high appreciation of your 


Cleveland, O. 


visit, and hope of many similar ones from you, 
and that based on the precedent which you 
have now established, he will be glad to see 
you return to Wichita Falls, frequent and 
often. 


Our friend S. does not libate either, he re- 
quires a funnel and is not satisfied with a boy’s 
size either, but while appreciating small favors, 
he joins with K., the expert, in hoping your 
return to the Falls will not be as seldom as 
they have been in days of yore, he says he’s 
not particular whether you come or not, just 
so long as you return. 


I shall long remember the visit, and appre- 
ciate it very much, I hope that it will be the 
means of bringing you in a goodly return on 
the information imparted, and absorbed by 
you. A year spent in efforts along this line 
has instilled in my mind a strong belief that 
the real stuff is here, and now if we can get 
pioneers to come in here, and locate the real 
pay vein, though failures line my path in many 
other ways, I shall long be glad of the efforts 
I have put forth in this line. 

With best wishes, and personal regards, 

I am yours truly, 


P. S., Noble Sir—You are a gentleman and 
a scholar and a judge of good whiskey. How- 
ever K. and myself had a hard time getting 
share 


our from J. Best wishes to you 
and with the hope of seeing you in Dallas 
next month, I am, truly, S. 


P.S. No. 2.—You are O. K., an oil man after 
my own heart. You certainly know your 
business and can recognize an “expert” on 
sight. Many thanks, 


BILL ON MARY’S 
GOWN 


(Editor’s Note—We always strongly sus- 
pected that Bill Long also corresponded for 
some fashion sheet. When this came in with 
his other copy we accepted it as proof. Bill 
has long fostered a reputation as an oil 
country poet, but here he is, going the way 
of all the long-haired gentry, getting all 
tangled up with a bunch of tight-fitting 
lingerie. At all events, what is Mary’s phone 
number, Bill?) 


Mary bought a Paris gown 
And OQ, it was a fit. 
It clung to Mary’s shapely form 
To where that gown was slit. 
Mary took a walk one day 
To show it, we suppose, 
And every step that Mary took 
She showed her silken hose. 
She wandered on a crowded street, 
The busiest one in town, 
Every man shut up his shop 
To see that Paris gown. 
They closed up stores and opened jails 
To let the prisoners free; 
It was a gala day in town; 
It was a shapely knee. 
But Mary strolled unconscious, 
She was feeling out of sight, 
For why should Mary worry, 
SHE HAD A PERFECT RIGHT. 


; 


October, 1913. 


SHIED AT $7 PER 
AND THE LUXERIES 


Eastern Driller Wouldn’t See 
Western Wages as Serious 


9 (By Special Correspondent.) 

WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS, Oct. 3.— 

Out in northwest Texas there is an oil field. 
It is bounded on the north by the Red River, 
on the east by Clay county, on the west God 
knows where, and ditto on the south. It is 
- some oil field, and its magnitude depends on 
€ the man who is telling about it. 
n We have almost every language that is 
y written spoken in this field and some that 
e are not written, for it is oil country English 
t and understood by oil men only. There is 
t the Teuton who calls for “Hop Brew,” the 
i Irishman who wants his toddy, the English- 
y man who must have his hawf and hawf, and 
" the old Pennsylvania oil man who drinks the 
whole business when he can get it. 

But the ratio of good fellows is larger 
here than in most oil fields controlled by the 
d big-uns. Among this class of good fellows 
was one named Morgan Pierpont; that is not 
his name but it will do as I do not wish to 
get personal. He was one of those princely 
fellows who wore overalls and ki-ki with 
distinction, in fact he looked better in a ki-ki 
suit than some men do in a Prince Albert. 
He was liberal to a fault and was chock full 
of enthusiasm over his work, which was that 
of a contractor. 

One day he took his Buick “Gad-a-bout” 
and started for Electra. He felt like a two- 
year-old thoroughbred. The purr of the 
motor beneath the hood was like the mushy 
word of his sweetheart to his receptive ear. 
He raced through pastures startling the white- 
mm faced cattle lazily grazing by the wayside. 
it The cotton bolls smiled and nodded their 
greeting from the adjoining fields. The great 
I brown-tailed hawks soared gracefully over his 
sil head, and autumn was donning her beautiful 
ay but hopeless appearance. 

i Morgan whistled and hummed a few bars 
(not the mahogany kind), but a few bars 

ig 

hed from “Down by the old mill stream, where 

I first met yuh.” Just ahead sitting on the 

roadside was a human. A migratory human 

whose purse had been flattened from too long 

a stand with one foot on the rail in front 

of the mahogany drinking the suds, and he 

was looking for a place to light. He was a 

typical driller, who in the collar and elbow 

tussle with one James Barleycorn had lost 
every fall. Morgan stopped his car and in- 
vited the man to ride with him. 

The man was from the East and was look- 
ing for a job. Morgan needed men. Now 
by all the laws of supply and demand the 

' situation was ideal to make a trade. The 
man being from the East had been used to 
$5.00 per day. Sometimes in the mountains 
of West Virginia he had to walk three to 
four miles on and off tower. Many times it 
was necessary for him to carry his drinking 
water, or go like a camel 12 hours without 
water. And this man was no camel. Now 
when Morgan suggested to him that he needed 

men, paid $7.00 per day, furnished ice and a 

conveyance to haul him to and from his work 

(which is the custom in this field), the man 
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locked at Morgan with a scared expression 
in his eyes. In the meantime they had 
reached Electra, and the man got out, thanked 
Morgan and went his way. 

That afternoon he was heard telling some 
new friends he had met that he had ridden 
part of the way with a CRAZY man, who 
imagined he was a contractor, and evidently 
had stolen the car the way he drove it. “I 
didn’t think much about it until he offered 
me $7.00 per day and a team and coachman 
to take me to and from work,” he was heard 


to say. “What do you think of that kind of 
stuff? Take it from me, kid, I didn’t fall 
for it.” 


The moral to this is “If we should find 
Utopia we would think all the inhabitants 
were crazy.” 


SHELLS TAKE OVER 
MORE PROPERTIES 


European Independents Raise 
California Holdings to 18,000 
Barrels a Day 


(By Special Correspondent). 

LOS ANGELES, CAL. Oct. 3.—The in- 
vasion of the California oil trade by the 
Shell-Royal-Dutch combine, has continued to 
occupy the interest of oil men of the state in 
almost as great a degree as the pipe line in- 
vestigation. 

The latest news is that the big European 
group has practically completed negotiations 
for taking over the properties of the W. K. 
and Turner Oil Companies, a deal forecasted 
last month in these pages. By virtue of this 
acquisition the Shell-Royal-Dutch will raise 
the total production under their control to 
approximately 18,000 barrels a day of some of 
the best oil in the state. The holdings thus 
far acquired represent investments, cash and 
stock and bonds being the consideration, of 
over $15,000,000. 
probably be taken over in the near future is 
evidenced by the assiduity displayed by the 
agents of the combine in investigating terri- 


That other properties will 


tory hereabouts. 

Among the projects now known to be con- 
templated by the combine is the building of a 
pipe line to San Francisco or Los Angeles. 
Another important move has been the closing 
of a contract with the General Petroleum 
Company for a portion of that concern’s 
residuum to be handled from Los Angeles 
harbor, the terminus of the General Pipe Line. 
The first steamship of the Shell-Royal-Dutch 
has just taken 35,000 barrels of fuel and will 
deliver it at some port in the Orient. Under 
the contract with the General Petroleum the 
combine will probably purchase altogether 
some 2,500,000 barrels at a stated price of 
50 cents a barrel. 

The deal is expected to prove very beneficial 
to the General Petroleum, as that concern 
has been handicapped in its water transporta- 
tion facilities, its own ships not having been 
placed in service as yet, while the Californ:a 
companies have not been able to render it 
much assistance because of their own pressing 
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demands. 


The Union Oil Company took sev- 
eral shiploads for South American trade, but 
this was not nearly sufficient to allow the 
General Company to keep its line in steady 
operation. 


OIL PRICE HIGHEST. 

The past month saw the highest price for 
oil paid to members of the Independent Pro- 
ducers’ Agency in several years. The sales 
for August were 1,679,000 barrels and the 
price was 36% cents. Eight per cent. of the 
oil received was placed in storage, but the 
surplus was considerably less than July. The 
Agency’s price has been increasing steadily 
the past year or two, after touching a low 
mark following the coming in of the big 
gushers in Midway a few years ago, which 
caused the industry to suffer from abnormal 
over-production. 


STANDARD’S BIG WELLS. 

Although the Standard will lose 18,000 bar- 
rels daily through the sale of the Coalinga 
properties—California Oilfields, Ltd., Turner 
and W. K—to the Shell-Royal-Dutch this will 
be fully made up by the increased output at 
the company’s own holdings. As a result of 
developments on its McNee property in Mid- 
way field, the Standard of California now 
occupies a place in the very front rank of 
the world’s producing concerns. One of the 
company’s wells has been flowing over 10,000 
barrels daily, for several weeks, while recently 
two of the producers did about 30,000 barrels 
for a short time. The August production 
of the Standard from its own wells, as shown 
by figures just issued, was 1,115,000 barrels, 
and 835,000 of this tota! came from Midway. 

The daily average of the company during 
that month was over 36,000 barrels, but accord- 
ing to recent reports the output has since been 
over 50,000 barrels some days. 

The second largest oil producer in the state 
is the Kern Trading and Oil Company whose 
yield during August was about 725,000 bar- 
rels. The Associated had a production of 
600,000 barrels during that month and ranked 
third. With the output of its subsidiary 
company, the Amalgamated, which was 260,000 
barrels, included, Associated would hold sec- 
ond position in the matter of production. The 
Union Oil Company holds fourth place, but 
the output of the Union Oil Company and the 
Independent Producers’ Agency, which are 
sometimes considered together, amounted to 
1,425,000 barrels in August. 

Both ranking fifth the General Petroleum 
and Santa Fe Railroad had an output of 
350,000 barrels each in August. Let alone 
these last concerns, the figures just given 
above show about one-half of the State’s oil 
yield to be produced by three big interests— 
the Standard, Union-Independents and South- 
ern Pacific, for the last-named controls the 
Kern Trading and Oil Company, as well as the 
Associated, and through the latter the Amalga- 
mated, thereby having an output of 1,585,000 
barrels of oil for August. This, of course, 
only includes the oil actually produced by 


these concerns, not what they purchase from 
others. 


Some oil men are making money. James 


Sweaney, S. O. agent at Stafford, Kansas, is 
reported to have drawn down $431.42 as his 
commission for his August sales-in Stafford 
and vicinity. His total sales during the month 
aggregated $14,240. 


> 
= 
| 3 

\ 

a 

i 

— 

| 


Feverish Condition of Oklahoma Wildcatters Abated 


Slump in New Work Plainly Shown in Sep: 
tember Reports— Everything Rules 


(By Special Correspondent). 
TULSA, OKLA, Oct. 8.—There was .a 


slump in oil field operations during the month 
of September in both Kansas and Oklahoma. 
There were two reasons at least: first, there 
is not the wildcat fever apparent that marked 
half of 


operators were still away on their vacation, 


the early the year; second, many 
and third, a shortage of water during the first 
half of the month was acute. 


The 


numbered 194 as against 216 for August. 


month 
The 


production was 2,313 as against 2,239 in the 


Kansas completions for the 


previous month, while rigs and drilling wells 
at the close of the month were 125 to 143 for 
August. 

In Oklahoma there were 776 wells completed 


The 


August figures were 864 wells and the produc- 


for a new production of 27,267 barrels. 
tion 27,897. Wells drilling and rigs were 927 
as against 1,021 in August. 

The close of the month found all of the new 
fields limping badly. Inola, that gave early 
promise of a pool of goodly proportions, has 
There is still a chance for 
looks like a 


small but fairly productive pool. 


about been defined. 
an extension, but at present it 
Catale, a 
few miles southwest of Vinita, in the shallow 
sand, is not attracting the attention it seems 
to justify. 
first place. 


This strike was an accident in the 

J. C. Star, on whose farm the 
first well was drilled, had a rig that was being 
shipped through the country unloaded for the 
purpose of drilling an everlasting water well. 
Oil was struck at between three and four 
hundred feet. A number of other wells have 
been drilled in, some of them starting at fifty 
barrels and holding up well. Dry holes south 
and west have led to the belief that the pooi 
runs northeast. And the fact that no wells in 
this direction have failure 
warrant the theory. 


been a seems to 

Lost City seems to hav2 blown its head off. 
Several wells during the month have failed to 
perform up to the standard set by the first 
ones, and a dry hole towards the last of the 
month in what was considered proven territory 
has eased things up in that field. 

CUSHING HAS FAILURES. 

Cushing continues to be the big actor, though 
the failures there are multiplying. There 1s 
still a lot of proven territory at Cushing to 
be drilled up, but most of the recent failures 
have been outside wells which were seeking an 
extension of the field. 

Southern Kansas is attracting a great deal of 
attention. It is a fact that the trend of the 
field is back towards the older sections. There 
is a great revival of work and interest in 
Washington county, Oklahoma—the first 
county in the state to produce oil. Both leasers 
and drillers are crowding in. Likewise Kansas 
is experiencing a revival. This means that a 
lot of folk have given up the expensive task 
of trying to find a southern trend below 


Okmulgee county. Many fortunes have been 
spent in that task, and the defined trend has 
not yet been discovered. 

The Osage question continues to be of ab- 
sorbing interest. The Osage council has not 
yet approved any of the bids and will not do 
so, preferring to submit them to the tribe as a 
whole for ratification. There are those who 
see in this movement something suspicious, 
but I am not one of those who make pre- 
tense of being up on Osage politics. 

As predicted elsewhere in these columns, the 
Independent Oil and Gas Producers’ Associa- 
tion got together and did some resoluting on 
the Osage lease matter. They protested 
against the regulations governing the leasing 
of the lands, and in particular that part of 
them permitting pipe lines to do the same as 
other producers. It need cause no surprise 
should the action of this organization result 
in congressional action, for the influential 


Quiet 


members are thoroughly aroused and will fight 
hard. 

The advent of the Standard Oil Company, 
of Indiana, into Oklahoma, as a distributor of 
refined products is perhaps the most important 
marketing feature of the month. Explanation 
is made that the company does not at present 
contemplate establishing many stations. Yet 
that it has entered the field to compete directly 
with the many independents, and with its old 
foster-sister, the Walters Pierce Company, 
now the Pierce Corporation, in particular, is 
accepted as a fact. 

Further action by the State Corporation 
Commission, promised by Commissioner Hen- 
shaw when he adjourned the Tulsa hearing a 
few weeks ago, is conspicuous by its absence. 
As a matter of fact, this probe of oil condi- 
tions by the State Corporation Commission, is 
considered a joke. It may be in earnest, but 
the producers don’t think so. 


Bids on the Osage Bring Some 
Surprises and Many Protests 


(By Special Coriespondent). 

TULSA, OKLA., Oct. 7.—Distinctly the 
event of the past month was the opening of 
the bids on Osage lands at Pawhuska 
September 29. It will be the talk of the lob- 
bies for months, and, probably, will stand as 
the record for all time to come. 

The pipe line companies were on hand with 
their pocketbooks. This was right. For 
the revised rules of the Department permitted 
the pipe lines to participate in the bidding. 
And having the deepest pocketbooks and, ac- 
cording to some, an inspired idea of the lo- 
cation of the most desirable lands, were en- 
abled to distance the little 
time came for betting. 


fellows when the 


Already there is much complaint, and no one 
need be a particle surprised should the Inde- 
pendent Oil and Gas Producers’ Association of 
Oklahoma call a meeting and adopt some plain 
resolutions. There is talk that indicates this, 
and some have gone so far as to break into 
print with the suggestion that the board of 
directors be called together to take action on 
important matters. 

Following is the list of the bids presented: 
Tract 


No. Bidder Amt per A. 
3 1,540.94 
1,049.37 
62.34 
9 No bid 

10 Do 

3.7 

12 Mosier & Wilson .............. 15.00 


15 Mosier & Wilson .............. 2.00 
17 No bid 

19 No bid 

5.00 
1.00 


28 and 29 No bid 

31 Do 

32 M.A. Brast 
33 J. W. Stroud 


a 


nm Oo Wwe 
—) 


a 


39-47 Inc. No bid 
6.27 
49 Mosier & Wilson .............. 5.90 
2.46 
1.90 
58, 59, 60 No bid 
61 Monitor O. & G. Co ........... 31.35 
63-70 Inc. No bid 
71 Roxana Petroleum Co. ........ 106.00 
72 Geo. F. Getty (Minnehoma Oil 


73, 74, 75, 76, 82, 83, 84 
G. Co., for all or none 
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NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEws 


Corner Main and Second Streets 


Exchange National Bank of Tulsa 


Capital and Surplus $400,000 
Deposits June 4th, 1913, $2,923,044.38 


TULSA, OKLAHOMA 


— 
OFFICERS 
P. J. WHITE, - - - President 
D. F. CONNOLLY, - - Vice President 
H. F. SINCLAIR, - Vice President 
E. W.SINCLAIR, - - Vice President 
Oo. H. LEONARD, - Vice President 
A. T. ALISON, - - - - Cashier 
Cc. Vv. REID, - - - Assistant Cashier 
A. NEWLIN, - - Assistant Cashier 
O. F. MACON, - - Assistant Cashier 
DIRECTORS 
P. J. White 
J. H. Evans J. A. Hull 
R. M. McFarlin D. F. Connolly 
R. S. Litchfield H. F. Sinclair 
Homer M. Preston Thomas White 
E. W. Sinclair O. H. Leonard 


Note—Geo. F. Getty bid $1,560.00 per 
acre on tract 75. 


31.10 
80 No bid 


88 No bid 


5.98 
93 Randall Silverman ............. 
6.60 
20.00 
“Twin Sinte Oil Co: 53.00 
99-103 Inc. M. A. Brast ............ 1.00 
104 No bid 

10.90 
106 Monitor O. & G. Co........... 26.65 

(P. O. & G. bid $5.00 per acre on 
106 and 107 for all or none.) 

102 
1.25 


thousands of dollars. 


Phillip H. Brennan 


Are your lease lines accurately located ? 
A mistake in your boundaries may cost you 


We can settle your doubts. 
We have all the U. S. Government survey 
plats and data for the Mid-Continent field. 


Brennan & Rooney 


Contractors and Engineers 
Culbertson Building 
Tulsa, Okla. 


L. J. F. Rooney 


134. Leschen: & Roeser... 15.30 
1115 Kanawha Oil Co. (E. H. Jen- 

116 Northwestern O. & G. Co. (W. 

E. Knappenberger) ........... : 25.00 
117 Jennings Producing Co. ........ 25.00 


Pipe Line Figures Get Hard 
Blow From Oil Statistician 


(By Special Correspondent). 
.. TULSA, OKLA., Oct. 8—When H. G. 
James, formerly editor of the Independence 
(Kansas) Reporter, wrote that article about 
independent refineries in the Mid-Continent 
field, which appeared in two or three publica- 
tions, he started something for fair. 

In discussing refining conditions in the 
Kansas-Oklahoma field, Mr. James of neces- 
sity touched on the daily production of the 
field. He made a canvass of the different re- 
fineries, in many instances taking his figures 
as to their daily receipts from their books; 
in other instances getting them from sources 
equally as good. Naturally he could not 
change figures gathered in this manner. If a 
man tells you his output is a certain amount, 
manisfestly his testimony must stand until it 
is impeached. 

After he had gone the rounds, added up 
the total receipts of the various independe.~ 
refineries of the field and began to cast his 
balances, he found that the total was approxi- 
mately 50,000 barrels of Kansas-Oklahoma 
crude taken daily by the independents. Now 
the statisticians have been crediting the in- 
dependents with only 22,000 barrels. By add- 
ing the receipts which the independents say 
they are taking to the runs published by the 


Prairie and the runs estimated to the Texas 
and the Gulf, James discovered that he had 
a daily production for the field of 196,000 
barrels, and he said so. 

That started the “authorities” in earnest. 
James has been kicked and cuffed until he 
must feel like a delegate returning from the 
Chicago Republican convention. But he doesn’t 
know anything to do but stand pat. He says 
he was as much surprised as anyone, when 
he began to cast up his figures. But he be- 
lieves those refiners know more about their 
business than anybody else, and he is stand- 
ing by them. 

And when one comes to dig down into the 
production figures some queer things do show 
up. There’s Kansas for instance. The “au- 
thorities” credit Kansas with a little better 
than 9,000 barrels of production. As a matter 
of fact that is the amount run by the Prairie 
Oil and Gas Company. Now independent re- 
finers of Kansas are taking approximately 
3,000 barrels of crude a day. This amount, 
it is certain, does not appear in the statistics. 
Here is a gain of nearly three thousand barrels 
in the most insignificant division of the Mid- 
Continent field. 

If that is true of Kansas why is it not true 
of other field divisions? That’s what James 


WE WILL PAY CASH 


For good Second-hand Pipe 
and Casing 


QUOTATIONS SOLICITED 


TEXAS SUPPLY CO. - BEAUMONT, TEXAS 


IndependentOilDrillers 


ATTENTION—Have 20,000 acres of leases 
for immediate sale and development, south of 
the Henryette field. Make proposition to 
drill well 3,000 feet, unless oil or gas is found 
at a less depth. For particulars, address 
Box ‘“‘A,”’ McAlester, Oklahoma. 


wants to know—what we all want to know. A 
good many people have learned to take the 
statistics of the oil business less seriously 
than of yore. They have been found to be 
painfully fallible on sundry occasions. It has 
been too much the practice to accept the 
figures of one concern as the statistics of the 
industry. There was a time when this prac- 
tice was fairly adequate. But that was before 
the days of real competition. The one con- 
cern has been losing ground of late years, and 
various others concerns have been growing 
amazingly. 

When The News stated that the production 
of Cushing, instead of being only 19,000 bar- 
rels per day, as the statisticians asserted, was 
in reality nearer 30,000 barrels, the statement 
was only mildly questioned, and there was a 
positive admission that the figures, at the 
time of the admission, were close to 30,000 
barrels. 

Possibly the investigation now going on hy 
Mr. Carroll will settle just what the produc- 
tion of the field is. We certainly hope so. If 
it should—well, James is prepared to wager a 
goodly amount that the figures will stand 
mighty close to 190,000 barrels. 
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Oklahoma Now Welcomes U. S. Oil Investigators 


Bureau of Corporations Representative is 
Royally Received and Given Information 


(By Special Correspondent). 
TULSA, OKLA., Oct. 7.—The investiga- 
tion of the Oklahoma oil business being con- 
ducted through T. A. 


of Corporations is 


Carroll by the Bureau 


meeting with a general 
approval by the men in the field that has not 
characterized affairs of this kind in the past. 
For instance, when Mr. Carroll was previously 
in the Mid-Continent field with their Secretary 
James Garfield, 
which 


some seven or eight years 


ago, was during the famous oil war 
in Kansas, there was nothing in the nature of 
a warm evinced by the oil 

This sentiment is 


causes: 


welcome men. 


due to two 
First, most of the men in those days 
telt the only way to save their business lives 
was to echo the sentiments of the oil mon- 
opoly, 


change in 


and it was a rare occasion indeed when 
an independent operator was heard talking 
his real views right out loud. Seven or eight 
years in the West have made genuine inde- 
pendents of most of them, and now it is no 
task at all to get them to talk and suggest. 
Then, too, Mr. Carroll’s methods of gather- 


ing information command confidence. He is 
taking it wherever he can get it, and in no 
case is he holding public hearings under 


rules of judicial procedure. He goes into a 
producer’s office, catches him on the street, in 
the field—anywhere, in fact; and he himself 
talks freely which inspires the other fellow 
to do likewise. 

If a producer makes certain allegations on 
hearsay evidence, then Mr. Carroll takes the 
name of his informant and runs down the 
“story.” It’s a most effective way of getting 
the real facts—a way that newspapers long 
ago found to be the most effective in getting 
the real big stories. 

“WELCOMED” BY PRAIRIE. 

Mr. Carroll’s first stop was at Independence 
where he looked over the books of the Prairie. 
Of course the stage was set, henchman called 
in, an elaborate effort made to create an “at- 
mosphere.” Some who were howling inde- 
pendents in the old days showed up and paid 
him marked court. They are no longer in- 
dependents, writing wild screeds for the Uncle 
Sam Oil Co., but have long ago succumbed 
to the insidious advances made, and have 
been nicely taken care of. 

It would be rash to say that Carroll was 
not advised of this change, and again it 
would be risky to assert that he was fooled. 
My own impression is that nothing is fooling 
him on this trip—for very long. If he can’t 
put two and two together and instantly get 
four out of it, he stops his main quest long 
enough to solve the by-problem. My guess 
is that he’s an Irishman that gives off al- 
mighty little and takes in a “powerful heap.” 

Nobody expects any sensational findings as 
a result of this investigation, but a great 
many people expect something tangible in the 
way of facts and figures on points hitherto 
in great dispute. For instance, if the inves- 
tigation takes in the scope predicted, when it 's 
over there will be official figures on which to 
base an assertion with respect to the cost of 
transportating a barrel of oil by pipe line for 


a given distance. 


able now 


No such figures are avail- 
Some one knows what that cost is, 
but, as was shown at the investigation started 
by the State Corporation of Oklahoma, at 
Tulsa a few weeks ago, the men at the head 
of the operating departments of the pipe lines 
solemnly under that 
not know. 

It is true that lobby talk asserts that they 
do know; that every division superintendent 1s 


declare oath they do 


furnished monthly a report showing what it 
has cost per barrel to move oil over his divi- 
sion, but that is beside the mark. The figures 
are not of record and available for public 
consumption. 

EXPECT REFINING COSTS. 

Likewise there are no public figures touch- 
ing the refining value of western oil of any 
given grade as compared to eastern oil of any 
given grade. It may be argued that such in- 
formation can be of no benefit to the pro- 
ducer of oil. But the man who produces a 
product will certainly be no worse off if he is 
in possession of undisputed figures as to the 
real value of that product, and the actual cost 
of transporting it to and then to 
market. 

Concerning no other industry is there such 
crass ignorance. If Mr. Carroll manages to 
produce figures along this line, and also man- 
ages to establish something in the nature of an 
authentic judgment as to the daily production 
of the field, he will have served a splendid 
purpose, and left the industry in shape to 
mould public sentiment in the future should 
the occasion arise. It can be stated as a 
fact that more or less of an effort was made 
to have Mr. Carroll join forces as it were with 
the State Corporation Commission which has 
been conducting more or less a quest along 
the same line. Whether this effort had the 
sanction of the state authorities may not be 
stated, but it was made by those who were ap- 
parently managing the state’s hearing when 
on at Tulsa. At any rate Mr. Carroll did not 
feel that the best results could be obtained in 
that way, and indicated his desire to go about 
his task in his own way and free from any 
other connections whatever. 

That the report, when finally in, will be 
very thorough is the judgment of all con- 
cerned, but my own opinion is that it will 
require a liberal stretch of the imagination 
to find anything sensational in it. 

FEAR OSAGE COUNTRY. 

A great many men think that the affair of 
the 29th will prove to be a bad thing for the 
Indian and oil man alike. It has long been 
the rule to consider the Osage country a 
great undeveloped oil field. Very little of the 
acreage has been touched, and there remains 
a domain so vast as to completely revolution- 
ize market conditions should it all prove pro- 
ductive. 

But there is little likelihood of this. There 
have been hundreds of dry holes drilled. Of 
these the public has heard but little. It has 
heard of the thousand barrel producers brought 
in here and there, and from these wells the 
average layman has formed his opinion of 


factory 


this forbidden land. 


Also, the departmeat 
judgment with respect to 
values, largely from these big producers 
Many of the men who bid at 
know the Osage fairly well. 
enamored of it as a whole. 
that the department had 


has formed its 


Pawhuska 
They are not 
But they believed 
grouped the very 
best lands in the body for this contest and 
the gambling instinct drove them into a prop- 
osition that their judgment did not 
gether approve. 


alto- 


And the rules and regulations governing the 
development of these lands, now that they 
have been bought at the highest price ever 
paid in the Oklahoma field, are also the most 
onerous and expensive that the producer of 
oil has come in contact with. 

The dyilling is naturally expensive. 
there can be no 


But 
sitting back and letting the 
other fellow prove the tract by drilling up to 
it. Every successful bidder must drill a well 
within a certain limited time or pay a roy?! 
tribute for failure. And one-sixth of the 
oil produced goes to the Osage tribe. 

Under these conditions it will require more 
than an ordinary well and more than an or- 
dinary lease to make the game profitable io 
the men who paid such a price to get into it. 
Suppose, though, that they fail to make the 
bobtailed flush they are drawing to? Does 
anyone think for a moment that they will re- 
peat the plunge when more of these lands are 
thrown on the market? Not much. 

Again, suppose they do fill—that the lands 
prove as unusually producive as the prices 
paid would indicate them to be—how many of 
the independent producers will get a look in 
at the next raffle? The pipe line companies 
will simply copper the board. 

And there you are. All of this is being 
talked by the members of the Independent Oil 
and Gas Producers’ Association. Just what 


action this body will take remains to be 
seen. 


“MOTOR SPIRITS” TO BE 
MADE IN WYOMING 


Standard Announces Product of 
its New Reffnery There 


(By Special Correspondent). 

CASPER, WYO., Oct. 5.—The new plant 
of the Standard Oil Company, which succeeds 
what was for years its subsidiary in this 
state, the Continental Oil Company, has given 
out the information through its general man- 
ager, J. B. F. Burton, that the plant is to be 
built for the purpose of manufacturing motor 
spirits. 

An important contract was recently closed 
between the Burlington railroad and _ the 
Franco-Petroleum Company at Casper by 
which the railroad company agrees to buy 
fuel oil for use on the company’s locomobile 
on the Burlington’s new line in Wyoming, on 
the Black Hills branch and the lines of the 
Colorado & Southern down as far as Cheyenne. 
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J 
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October, 1913. 


About 1,000 barrels a day will be taken at the 
Start. 

The Franco-Petroleum Company now have 
two refineries in operation, the second one hav- 
ing been started last week, and when in full 
operation will have a capacity of 5,000 barrefs 
a day. 

Contentions of the Mid-West Company, 
seeking to frustrate the Federal govern- 
ment in its attempt to recover title to the tract 
of 160 acres of land in the Salt Creek field 
is now before the United States Circuit Court 
of Appeals. These lands were withdrawn from 
entry by President Taft in September 1909. 


A party of about fifteen capitalists from 
the New England states arrived in Casper 
last week in their private car and made a trip 
out to the Salt Creek oil field. They were 
stockholders in the California Southern Oil- 
fields Company. They leased four tracts of 
land from the Wyoming Pure Oil Company, 
consisting of 280 acres and drilling will begin 
as soon as the equipment arrives. There 
will be four outfits. 


D. A. Ehrlich, general manager for the 
Mineral Oil Company, which is the drilling 
company for the Franco-American Company, 
has shipped two rigs from Moorecroft, where 
they have been drilling for the past two 
months, to Douglas, where they will drill a 
number of wells. 

There are now five companies in the field 
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at Douglas and considerable oil activity has 
developed since the recent oil strike by Dan 
Van Wagenen and associates at that place. A 
number of wells were drilled in Brenning 
Basin near Douglas several years ago, but de- 
velopment was retarded for tack of capital. 
There is also some drilling at Glenrock, about 
25 miles west of Douglas, a Star drilling rig 
having recently gone in. 

The Big Horn Oil & Gas Company, drilling 
for gas on public land near Basin, under 
special permission from the secretary of the 
interior, the tract on which drilling is being 
done having been withdrawn from entry, has 
struck oil in its latest well. The flow is 
small. 

There is some excitement over the oil dis- 
covery in the vicinity of Pavilion, some dis- 
tance north of Lander on the ceded portion 
of the reservation. There are some evidences 
of oil there, such as springs and seepage. 

The asphalt discovery on the Shoshoni Res- 
ervation, about 25 miles north of Lander, has 
been abandoned. The drilling rig is being 
moved and the casing pulled, to the site of 
the Plunkett well a short distance north of 
Lander. A fine grade of asphalt in a large 
body was found at a depth of about 1500 
feet, but contrary to expectation no market 
was found for the product, possibly because 
it was so far from the railroad. Mrs. L. C. 
Harnsberger, manager for a California com- 
pany, is superintending this work. 


Wells Replenish Themselves in 
Field at Florence Colo. 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

TRINIDAD, COLO., Sept. 30.—The 
Florence oil field, a submerged basin on the 
head waters of the Arkansas River, 40 miles 
west of Pueblo, Colo., is not a freak field 
but a type peculiarly different and quite dis- 
tinct from the average oil field formation. 

SEVERAL PECULIARITIES. 

Geologically, this field, some four miles 
wide and six to eight miles long, occupies a 
part of a submerged basin surrounded by 
mountain uplifts on the north, west and south, 
and on the east by a sulphate of lime forma- 
tion that produces cement to the tune of a 
million barrels a year. 

The Dakota sands, so much coveted by oil 
men in this western territory, while they out- 
crop on the west and to the east, are no 
where to be found in this valley—at least to a 
depth of 4,000 feet. It is entirely and dis- 
tinctively a shale formation. 

One of the peculiar things about the Flor- 
ence oil field is that while the oil is not found 
in the usual sand or rock formations, neither 
is it found in a stratified or well defined shale 
formation, but in crevices in the shale. This 
is evidenced by the fact that wells drilled 
but a few feet on either side of a good well 
may be absolutely dry unless drilled in the 
direction of the crevice trend. 

Another peculiarity is that the oil is found 
in three pretty well defined levels, ranging 
from 1,200 to 3,000 feet. No oil is found in 
commercial quantities outside of these crevices. 

It appears as if this shale bed has shrunk 
or has been slightly disturbed, leaving these 
well defined crevices up through which the 
gas has come, precipitating in the more re- 


cent Pierre shales the high grade paraffine 
oil of the Florence field. 

Sut the most striking peculiarity of the 
Florence field is the longevity of the wells 
when properly finished in these crevices. The 
shale in which the oil is found is soft and 
will not bear shooting and very few soft shale 
formations of this kind stand up sufficiently 
long to give life to the wells. 

No so with this field. The Famous No. 49, 
drilled in 23 years ago, while the oil stood up 
only 20 feet in the hole, started pumping at 
380 barrels and is still producing. Nos. 16 
and 24 have both a million to their credit. 
Wells pumped dry at one level are often 
drilled on down to the next and make good 
producers again. 

The oil seems gradually to adjust itself. 
One well having been pumped dry was 
abandoned for four years, after which it pro- 
duced again as good as at the beginning. 

There is very little gas with the oil and 
Florence is a pumping proposition from the 
start, and this probably accounts for the 
longevity of the wells as there is very little 
gas to cut up the formation. 

The Florence field has produced oil for 35 
years. It has its history like other fields. 
The Independents have had their innings and 
their outs. But they are mostly “out” now. 
The field is now controlled by the United 
Oil Company, which not only produces, but 
refines the oil. At present they are running 
but four strings of tools. When they need 
more oil for the refinery they will start 
others. 

All the oil is refined by the United Oil 
Company and the various by-products are 
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turned over to the Continental Oil Company 
to be distributed throughout their territory. 

It is generally conceded that these two 
companies are not only co-ordinate, but that 
both are affiliated with the big war-horse of 
the East, and that’s the “big” reason why we 
hear so little of the Florence oil field. 

The Chicosa Valley Oil & Gas Company, 
made up of local people, is drilling at 1,200 
feet 10 miles northeast of Trinidad, Colo. 
The well is showing some oil and considerable 
interest is manifest. 

To the east of Denver, near Hudson, sev- 
eral thousand acres are being leased by differ- 
ent concerns and preparations are on for the 
drilling of several wells. 


MANY FILE ON 
WYOMING LAND 


Much Activity Toward Possible 
Development Is On. 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
LANDER, WYO., Oct. 7.—A large num- 
ber of oil filings have been made during the 
past three days on the ceded portion of the 
Shoshone or Wind river reservation, about 35 
miles north of Lander. A stretch of land 
about 35 miles in length has been located, 
of which nothing definite is known as to what 
discoveries of oil have been made, but a number 
of oil seepages are known in that section 
of the county. 

The Standard Oil Co. struck oil in the 
16-inch hole drilled in the Riverton or Conant 
creek field about a week ago. Drilling was at 
once discontinued, the well capped, and the 
crew have gone to Casper, where they have 
other operations. 

The Texas Co. are making arrangements 
to resume work on oil land they have at 
Wyopo, near Lander, adjoining the Northwest- 
ern tracks. They now have a small producing 
well on the property, which consists in part of 
what is known as the Mitchell oil lease, and 
the Harnsberger lease. Several wells will be 
drilled on these properties by an English com- 
pany, W. J. Hudson being the manager. 

One of the latest companies to enter the 


Casper oil field is a company of Lander men . 


who have incorporated the Casper Oil Co., 
with a capital of $1,000,000. 

The Brenning oil district, which is in the 
Douglas, Wyoming, country, is now attracting 
the attention of oil men. The Van Waggenen 
Co. struck a good flow of oil by going down 
300 feet, in three and one-half days’ drilling. 
The drilling will, however, be resumed until 
a depth of 1,500 feet is reached. This company 
is also contemplating the building of a pipe 
line to the Northwestern Railroad at a point 
between old Fort Fetterman and Inez, where 
they will establish a town. This company has 
1,800 acres of oil land leased in the Douglas 
district and 3,000 acres in the Salt Creek field. 

Drilling has been resumed on the property 
of the Western Explorers Co. about 6 miles 
north of Casper. Last year four holes were 
put down which were non-productive, but the 
company have now three rigs in the field with 
every prospect of success. This field is out- 
side of the proven Salt Creek field, and much 
nearer Casper. 
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Caddo’s Many Sands Keeps It in Foreground 


September, However, Saw Nothing of 
Unusual Importance on the Gulf Coast 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
HOUSTON, TEXAS, Oct. 3.—The pro- 
duction and development in the Gulf Coast 
Nothing 


very exciting save a tremendous gas blow- 


districts have been about normal 


out at Pierce Junction and a somewhat ex- 


aggerated report of a big well at Edgerly. 


\bout the usual amount of wildcat work has 
been done and there is a well settled deter- 
mination to bring in other new fields in a 
number of places along the coast 

The production for the Caddo district has 
been gradually on the increase. That last 
week of September the daily settled produc- 
tion of the field was rated close to 33,000 
barrels. This has been due largely to a num- 
ber of good wells brought in during the month 
right in the old and well developed territory, 
and also to the staying quality peculiar to the 
rich oil sands of the Caddo field. 

One of the peculiar characteristics of the 
Caddo territory is that while this field has 
been producing oil in large quantities for a 
number of years and a large amount of 
drilling has been done, the limit of the field 
has not yet been found in any one direction 
and no one producing area has been wholly 
abandoned. One reason for the continued 
productiveness of this field is that it con- 
tains six distinct producing sands from which 
oil is taken over various parts of the terri- 
tory ranging in depth from 1,000 to 2,600 feet, 
and in the Mansfield territory to 3,000 feet. 

\nother reason for the longevity of this 
field is that it is not pinched in or confined 
to any narrow valley or basin by bluffs, 
breaks in the formation or uplifts. The 
limits of this great basin, if such it may be 
called, are evidently confined to the Red 
River on the east and north and to the iron 
ore beds in Texas on the west, and extending 
southward paralleling the Red River to the 
Manstield district, covering a radius of from 
70 to 80 miles in length and from 10 to 30 
miles in width. From this extended area it is 
safe to say that oil will be produced in con- 
siderable quantities for years to come. 

GOT SOME GOOD WELLS. 

Several good wells were brought in during 
the month in various parts of the field. One 
by the Standard Oil Company making 2,000 
barrels on the Stiles lease one-half mile to 
the north of No. 94, the well that came in in 
June and caught fire and burned oil for sev- 
eral days to the tune of 1,000 barrels an 
hour. This “June well” has been flowing 
ever since and is still flowing at the rate of 
1,000 barrels a day. The Star Oil Company’s 
well No. 3 on the Lanks lease near Moorings- 
port, that caught fire last month and burned 
for a week before it could be put out, is still 
flowing at the rate of 1,500 barrels per day. 

The Atlas Company has a good well on the 
Levy Board lease making 1,300 barrels daily 
for more than two weeks. 

At Mooringsport the Producers Oil Com- 


pany brought in a well in the deep sand at 
2,600 feet of high gravity oil and is flowing 
close to 200 barrels. Across the lake on the 
Pitts lease and the adjacent territory several 
good wells were brought in during the month. 
This has been one of the richest spots in the 
field. 

At Oil City the Pasadena Oil Company 
brought in a flowing well in the chalk and 
it has been increasing daily. 

On Pine Island, where D. C. Richardson 
brought in the 3,000 barrel well in the chalk, 
The Clifton Oil 
Company got a good well in the chalk over 
in the Hosston territory. In the Vivian shal- 
low territory L. E. Stafford has a good well 
on the Powell lease. The Dallas-Caddo Oil 
Company are ready to drill in on the Teat 
farm and the Chas. D. Hill Oil Company are 
drilling at 600 feet on their second hole, 
having lost the first at 1,000 feet. 


MANSFIELD. 

In the Mansfield territory the Gulf Re- 
fining Company got a good well near the 
discovery well on the Jenkins farm and the 
Standard Oil Company has a 100 barrel well 
on the Scales lease. The Mansfield Fuel 
Gas Company got a four million gas well 
in the shallow sand. A number of wells are 
drilling and a general and determined inter- 
est is being manifest to find the rich spot 
in the Mansfield territory. 


no new wells have come in 


In Tabine Parrish and to the south a num- 
ber of wells are drilling. Hertel, at Legrete, 
is drilling the third well a half mile up the 
ridge to the north and is finding a harder 
and quite different formation. The Cone- 
wango Oil Company is down 2,800 feet with 
several light showings of oil. In fact, nearly 
all the wells drilled have shown more or less 
oil and some have blown out, but none so 
far have hit on the rich place in the sand. 


THE GULF COAST. 

In the Gulf Coast region the prizes for the 
month were small. About the normal amount 
of work was done but no large wells were 
developed. It takes on the average about 
three months to complete a well in the deep 
sand and the shallow sand wells are usually 
small. However, two “thrills” were pulled 
off that broke the monotony and made the 
talent sit up and take notice. One was at 
Pierce Junction, eight miles southwest of 
Houston, where the Putman interests have 
been drilling for several months. Last week, 
while drilling on the Taylor lease, they ran 
into a gas pocket and without notice it 
belched forth over the derrick several car- 
loads of sand, water and mud, keeping up 
the noisy and spectacular demonstration for 
some time. This well is on the same lease 
and not far from where a well blew out 
several years ago. 
the gas. 


No oil showed up with 


Two weeks ago the word was passed over 
the wires that in the new field at Edgerly, La., 
a big well was just brought in. This report 
proved to be very much exaggerated, as this 
well brought in by the Victory Oil Company 
will probably not make more than 100 barrels. 


The developments in this field have not been 
very satisfactory. No. 1, the discovery well, 
that came in credited with 400 barrels, is now 
idle, and No. 2 is making oil and water. 
The Gulf Company on the Drew is drilling 
below the usual level for the oil. It was to 
be hoped that the Victory Company well had 
found the sand. But alas this hope has al- 
most vanished, as there seems to be no well 
defined pool in the Edgerly territory. 

The new well brought in at Bland, near 
Orange, last month at 3,130 feet is still pro- 
ducing but no other wells have gotten down 
to the sand. The Terry Oil Company well 
is the nearest to the deeper sand and is care- 
fully drilling ahead. 

Over in the San Antonio district the new 
field at Summerset has not made much 
progress. Stati, et al., set 200 feet of strainer 
and most naturally the well came in making 
water and oil. Several wells are drilling and 
the Henry Oil Company is drilling ahead on 
the Evans at 1,200 feet. 

IN THE OLD FIELDS. 

There has been very little new production 
during the month. At Humble the Producers 
Company got a 150 barrel well on the Herman. 
The rest of the completions were small ones. 
Batson and Sour Lake both have several 
small wells ranging from 40 to 60 barrels to 
their credit. At Spindle Top the Gulf Com- 
pany brought in a well making 150 barrels. 
Very little new production has been de- 
veloped in the old Louisiana fields at either 
Vinton or Jennings. Mexia gets two more 
gas wells, making an even dozen gas wells 
for that territory. 


WILDCAT OPERATIONS. 

Several wells are drilling in Uvalde and 
McMullin counties in southwest Texas. Dr. 
P. S. Griffith is drilling in Matagorda county. 
In Harris county H. H. Weary has started up 
again near Aldine, and Burt & Griffith are 
drilling eight miles north of Houston. Paletto 
Higgins is getting ready to drill at Hockley. 

In Liberty county, on Tarkington Prairie, 
C. A. Bryan & Company are arranging to 
drill a well southeast of Cleveland. The H. R. 
Ellwood well is shut down at 2,100 feet. Jeff 
Cochran and Dowdell rigs are up waiting ma- 
terial. At Dayton Stati got a good well last 
month and is planning extensive develop- 
ments. 

Considerable interest is being manifested in 
Montgomery county. Nothing new has come 
from the wells in Chambers or Jefferson 
counties. In Louisiana Lake Charles people 
will drill a well near the K. C. S. R. R. north 
of the Houston River. 


Chicago oil men believe there is still oil 
and gas in paying quantities to be found in 
the old Mecca, Ohio, field and are making 
preparations to make thorough tests to 
prove their claims. Leases have been se- 
cured on some 3,000 acres in the Eastern 
Mecca district and drilling equipment is be- 
ing hastened to the leases from the Lima 
and Butler, Pa. fields. Tests will be drilled 
for both oil and gas. 
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Dr. Day Sees Big Increase in Country’s Production 


In Annual Report of U.S. Geological Sur: 
vey for 1912 He Gives Startling Figures 


The wonderful advance in oil consump- 
tion and production in this country is 
shown in the following excerpts from the 
iunnual report of the U. S. Geological Sur- 
vey on the production of petroleum in 1912, 
is prepared by Dr. David T. Day: 

OIL REPORT 

“The production of 1911 was equaled and 
passed in 1912 when the total in barrels 
reached 222,113,218 compared with 220,449,- 
391 barrels in 1911. Higher prices were the 
rule in 1912, except in California, and even 
n that state there was no considerable de- 
line. The average price per barrel in 1912 
was nearly 74 cents as against nearly 61 
‘ents in 1911. The total value therefore 
increased markedly, reaching $163,802,334, 
or 22.20 per cent above the value for the 
previous year. 

“In order to appreciate the magnitude of 
the present oil production it should be 
noted that it required 24 years after the 
beginning of the industry in 1859 to pro- 
duce as much oil as one year’s present out- 
put; and the output of only the last 8 years 
equals all produced before. The output of 
the United States in 1912 was greater than 
that of all other countries by 72 per cent, 
being 63.25 per cent of the world’s product. 

“The greatest increase in quantity was in 
California where the total advance from 
81,134.391 barrels to 86,450,767 barrels, a 
vain in that state alone of 5,316,376 barrels, 
or 6.55 per cent. Wyoming showed a re- 
markable gain from 186,695 barrels to 1,- 
572,306 barrels, or 742 per cent, due to the 
increased activity of the Mid-West Oil Co. 
and the Wyoming Oil Fields Company. Op- 
erations in north Texas also more than 
offset the usual decline in the Gulf region 
and resulted in a significant gain for the 
state. 

INCREASED EXPORTS. 

“The volume of crude oil and of the usual 
products exported from the United States 
increased, owing to foreign conditions be- 
ing much more favorable to American ex- 
porters. Meanwhile importation of gaso- 
line from the East Indies was a favorable 
element in relieving the growing demand 
for this product on the Pacific coast. 

DECREASED STOCKS. 

“The improved export conditions and the 
increased capacity of the refiners to take 
‘are of the great yield of crude oil resulted 
in a marked decline in stocks in all fields 
except California, and even there the stor- 
age of petroleum was checked by expanded 
consumption. 

“The total stocks of all crude oils aggre- 
zated 137,000,000 barrels at the beginning 
of 1912; by the close of the year this total 
had declined to 123,000,000 barrels, or a de- 
‘rease of about 10 per cent. The principal 


decline was in the fields east of the Rocky 
Mountains On January 1, 1912, these 
stocks aggregated 94,000,000 barrels; they 
declined during the year to 79,000,000 bar- 
rels, or a decrease of about 16 per cent. 

“This decline at once brought out a note- 
worthy stimulaton of prices all over the 
East, thus increasing the activity in drilling. 
Its effect was marked; so much so that the 
natural decline of the older fields was partly 
checked. Even Ohio showed a slight in- 
crease in production in 1912, the first time 
in 12 years. 

THE OIL OUTLOOK. 

“Present conditions of production indi- 
cate a somewhat increased production dur- 
ing the current year, 1913. This increase 
will come chiefly in California and in other 
states from the stimulus of higher prices, 
especially in the Mid-Continent field. The 
production of California will undoubtedly 
become a more significant element in the 
general petroleum industry with the open- 
ing of the Panama Canal, until, at least, 
the consumption in California outstrips 
production. It is not improbable that the 
flow of fuel oil through the pipe line along- 
side the Panama Canal may eventually be 
reversed, because fuel oil is so essential 
to the industrial development of the west 
coast, and because it may become possible, 
in the very near future, to supply very 
large quantities of low-priced oil from the 
Mexican fields. Importations from that 
country of low-grade oils are already tend- 
ing to offset the exports from the United 
States of high-grade products. 

“The imports of gasoline from the Far 
East being considered, it is probable that 
the net amount of gasoline exported will 
rapidly decline, while the exports of lamp 
oils and lubricants will increase. The great 
economic change in oil consumption af- 
ected by the development of gasoline en- 
gines calls attention to the possibility of 
other great variations in consumption of pe- 
troleum products. Lubricating oils can 
only show a gradual extension with the in- 
creased use of power of all kinds. Similarly 
the use of kerosene in lamps is not likely 
to show the sudden development observed 
in the gasoline trade. 

“Nevertheless, the great discrepancy 
must be noted between the per capita con 
sumption of illuminating oil in various 
countries. It might be expected that the 
advent of gas and electricity would check 
the use of lamps. The contrary is the case. 
but the change is slight compared to the 
great and significant difference in the per 
capita consumption of oil for light in va- 
rious countries. In spite of the develop- 
ment of gas and electricity in the United 
States, this country leads in consumption 
of oil for light, using about 25 gallons of 
kerosene per capita per year. Other coun- 
tries range in this consumption as low as 
to a tenth of this quantity. Besides the ef- 
forts to increase the use of artificial light 
as an outlet for oil, the effort to dissemi- 


nate literature of all kinds in all countries 
will tend to increase the per capita use of 
oil; for example, China, with its great pop- 
ulation, is in the class of very small con- 
sumption, and a slight increase there in 
literacy may rival the automobile in im- 
proving the oil market.” 
R. R. DISCONTINUE OIL. 
Of oil used for fuel on railroads there 
was an increase from 29,748,845 barrels in 
1911 to 33,605,598 barrels in 1912, but this 
only covered some 28,451 miles of railroad 
as against 30,039 miles the year before due 
to some of the roads discontinuing oil as 
fuel owing to its advance in price. An av- 
erage of but 3.61 miles per barrel of oil con- 
sumed was obtained, a decrease of .08 of a 
mile from 1911 and a considerable drop 
from previous years, due, Dr. Day thinks, 
to heavier equipment being used. 
The rapid change in the oil field situation 
is best shown by the detailed report from 
operators, which discloses the average pro- 
duction per day per well in this country to 
be 3.7 barrels the same as the year before. 
It also shows an alarming death rate in 
wells in some fields. Indiana for instance 
completed last year 82 oil wells but aban- 
doned 1,038, leaving only a little over 4,000 
productive wells at Dec. 31, 1912. At this 
rate four more years will find the state with 
but a few barrels of oil. California and 
[llinois are not such gold mines as they 
seem, California had 766 new wells but 
abandoned 402 old ones while Illinois 
brought in 982 new ones and dropped 513 
old ones. The sturdy staying qualities of 
the old Pennsylvania field are shown by the 
figures there, New York state brought in 
248 new ones and abandoned only 357, leav- 
ing 10,516 well still productive and Pennsyl- 
vania brought in 1,757 and abandoned 1,396 
old ones, keeping ahead of the game and 
this out of 53,106 productive wells. An hon- 
est average cannot be obtained on Ohio be- 
cause of its containing two distinct fields, 
but the state as a whole showed a loss due 
probably entirely to the old Lima-Indiana 
field; there were 1,485 new ones completed 
and 2,083 old ones dropped from the rolls. 
The whole country shows 11,849 new ones 
and 7,847 old ones abandoned, with 157,335 
productive wells going at the close of 1912. 
The average daily production per barrel 
per well by fields tells a most interesting 
story and the comparison of 1911 and 1912 
is given as follows: 
In barrels per day per well. 


State 1911 
Indiana 
.. .... .. ..6@.5 
New York 
Ohio 7 
Oklahoma 8.4 
Pennsylvania 4 
Texas 9.3 ; 
West Virginia 2.0 3 q 
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Standard Dodges Hard Questions by Move 


Its Acquiescence in California Pipe Line Regu: 


lations Permits It to Watch Others 


(By Special Correspondent). 
LOS ANGELES, Cal., Oct. 3.—The wis 
dom of the Standard Oil Company's urompt 
submission to the common 


carrier pipe linc 


aw in Califorma, by tiling its schedule of 


transportation rates some six weeks ago, w 
readily apparent at the hearing of the pipe 
ne es bel et State Kailroad Com 
mission « ¢ th ist month. By virtue of 
the attitude which it had adopted, the Standard 


dangerous encounters W hile 


ot other big concerns were 


cross-examinations, and 


severe probings as to 


I 1 s Vv nother and their 
nancial status, the Standard officials and 
ttornevs were able to sit calmly by and enjo, 
‘ The upporters of pipe line legisla- 

I ired ) wns » drill deeplv for facts 
while the exam} tion s 1, however nd it 
n 1 e imagined that the Standard es 
caped witl indergoing a rigid examinatio 
wever, bares lat cette th the other 

mecerns wl testing position to 
the bill 

The hearing closed, September 30, when the 
Standard’s testimony was taken, and more- 
over Was given quite freely. 

Not only did the pipe line investigation, as 
a whole, bring out many interesting legal and 
ethical points in the relati arketer t 


producer, but it also served to expose in re- 
splendent fashion the position of I 
‘onecerns in handling the state's oil production 
investigation 
into this latter phase. In 
this, it apparent that 
Ileney, the well-known grait pros- 
behalf of the 
and 
who took a leading part in the cross-examina- 


\ large part of the was given 


over to delving 
connection with was 
J. 
who 


ecutor, appeared in 


Producers and Consumers Association, 
tion, was bent on establishing to the satisfac- 
tion of himself and the world at large whether 
r not there is an oil monopoly, at least as far 
as pipe lines are concerned, in California. 
HUNTS FOR MONOPOLY. 
The attitude of Mr. Heney 


may be mad 


clear by certain statements in a speech re- 
cently delivered by him, in which after a 
long discussion of the pipe line act and its 


various phases he entered into the question of 
monopoly, first seeking to establish that the 
General Petroleum is virtually in control of 
teh Union-Agency—an erroneous conclusion- 
as follows: 

“At the present stated that the 
Standard Oil Company controls by leases and 
otherwise 34 per cent. of the total production 
of oil in California,” Mr. Heney said: “The 
Associated Oil Company and the Kern Trad- 
ing & Oil Company, together control 22 per 
the total production. The General 
Petroleum Company controls about 12 per 
cent, while the Producers’ Agency controls 
about 20 per cent. of the total production. 

“It will thus be seen that 88 per cent. of the 
total oil production of California is already 
controlled by the Standard Oil Company, by 
the Associated Oil Company and Kern Trad- 


time it is 


cent of 


ing & Oil Company which are practically one, 
and by the General Petroleum Company which 
Producers’ 


separate in- 


is now in virtual control of the 


\gency. In other words, three 


terests, two of which certainly have a friendly 
understanding, if not a gentleman’s agree- 
understanding and gentleman’s agree- 


oil pro- 


friendly 
ment, control 88 per cent of the total 
duction ot California.” 

No do 
the Independent 
ally, the Union Oil Cor 


tinct and 


ubt is generally entertained but that 


Producers’ Agency with its 
npany, has quite a dis- 
definite purpose from that of the 
Standard and Associated in any desire it may 
have of avoiding the coming subject to th: 
The position of the Agency is 


asks fe r 


tor the reason that it takes 


pipe line act. 


quite clearly defined when it exemp- 


tion from the law 
care of the product of about 175 members 
t full capacity of its line to fil 


and needs the 


contract aggregating 50,000,000 barrels which 


shall be delivered in the next five years. Mors 


wer the Agency is essentially a co-operative 
organization. 
TALKED IT OVER. 
It was of course, acknowledged at the hear- 


had 


Associated Oil Company. 


1 hat ¢] 
ing that the 


with the 


organization has contracts 

Further 
more there was no denial of the fact that th- 
Union Oil Company—the selling agent for the 
Independents and a member of the Agency on 


had had 


regarding 


basis as other members 


the same 


with the Associated 


consultations 
the various features of marketing. There ap- 
peared insufficient evidence, however to estab- 
lish any definite affiliation between the various 
big concerns except in a very general way. 
The Associated Oil Company, Southern 
Pacific subsidiary, proved the leader of hos- 


Squirm 


tilities in the attack against the ippe line law, 
and objected strenuously to being forced 1. 
give information that under the circumstance: 
it did not feel compelled to impart. Its lawyers 
have lately been engaged in arguing the wm 
constitutionality of the bill in the San Fran 


} 


cisco courts. The attack has centered on the 


alleged confiscatory provisions. .\t the tria 
one of the principal claims of the .\ssociated 
counsel was that the value of the property in- 
volved in the legislation was $10,000,000 and 
that the question arose whether property cost 
ing so much might be taken for public us: 
without consent of the Briefs wert 
submitted to render permanent the temporary) 


injunction recently issued by Judge Dooling 


owners. 


against the Associated Pipe Line, the Stat 
Railroad Commission, Max Thelan as its at 
General U. S. Webb 
Many of the issues in the pipe line bill resi 
on the fight in the courts, although it is as- 
that the f 


torney, and 


fate of each will 


hang tinally on its own showing. 


serted company 
Neverthe 
less a decision on some of the legal aspects 
of the case would serve to clear the air, whic! 
frequently became clouded during the investi- 
gation. take the view 
that a long period of backing and filing will 
before any definite 
is arrived at, while others are 
think that certain attorneys interested on th« 
side of the producer will make every effort 
to hurry matters along. The stand taken by 
the companies is based largely upon the con- 
stitutionality or unconstitutionality of the law 
and the policies involved. The 
continually got down to the brass tacks of 
whether the pipe line of the particular com 
pany cited came under the description of thos« 


Some are inclined to 


settlement 
inclined t: 


have to pass 


commission 


subject to the common carrier law. 


© 
Mr. Producer: 
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It will be a favor to us, for we want as many producers 
as possible to know of our special efforts to give them just 


the news they want. 


This section will easily go in your pocket, which will 
permit you to carry it around until you have read it, then, 
if you would, please show it to a friend and give us a boost. 
Ask him to use the subscription blank below. 
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How to Halt the Decline in Old Oil Fields 


Government Expert Gives First of 
Series of Instructions to the Producers 


That there is an enormous waste in present drilling and producing 
methods, which waste this country must overcome as quickly as possible or 
the shortage in petroleum and its products will be severely acute, is admitte: 
by most oil men who have studied the situation from the standpoint of the 
future oil supply. The big question with them, as well as with all interested 
in the other branches of the oil business, has been just how to overcome 


this waste. 


The U.S. Bureau of Mines, which has solved a number of the most 
portant problems of mining, tackled the oil question several vears ago anil 


~ 


is now beginning to present some of the results of its activity in the form 


of bulletins. During the past summer the Bureau had a staff of men 1 


the Mid-Continent field gathering data and giving the producers specific 
instructions on handling gas. \ number of bulletins have also been issued 


on this general subject. 


But the really big question of how to get the oil itself, especially wher: 
it seems to have been exhausted, is treated of for the first time in a ne 
bulletin just off the press: it is Technical Paper No. 51, on the “Vossibl 
Causes of the Decline of Oil Wells, and Suggested Methods of Prolonging 


Yield,” by L. G. Huntley, one of the best experts on oil producing in the 


1 


country. The seriousness of the situation and some of its causes was pointed 
out by Miles W. Quick, of Titusville, Pa., in an article in THE NEWS last 
month, and Mr. Quick’s investigations are frequently made use of by Air. 


Iluntley in his bulletin. 


Mr. Huntlev’s general outline of the situation and his detailed discussion 
of how poor management affects wells adversely is given below, but ever) 
producer should write the bureau of Mines, Washington, D. C., for a copy of 


the complete bulletin; ask for No. 51, 


‘There may be new fields and temporary increases in production in old 


It is free. 


ones, but the pinch of an oil shortage has already been felt in the world, so 


that every oil man should lend every assistance possible to the work of th 
Bureau of Mines and others who are seemingly going to get some of tl 


questions governing this oil shortage solved. 


By L. G. Huntley, 
Of the U. S. Bureau of Mines. 

The purpose of the petroleum technology in- 
vestigations that are being conducted by the 
Bureau of Mines ts to aid in extending more 
efficient methods in the production, handling, 
refining, and marketing of petroleum and its 
products. This paper deals with one feature 
of greater efficiency in production, since the 
decline of individual oil wells is the immediate 
or direct factor in the general decline of pro 
duction throughout all fields that have been 
discovered to date and will be in the decline 
of all future fields. The efficiency of the re- 
covery of petroleum from its underground 
sources can be measured by the length of 
time during which economic production can be 
sustained in individual wells or groups of 
wells, the object being to leave in the sand 
when the well is finally abandoned the least 


THE EDITOR. 


possible percentage of the original petroleum 


content. 


CAUSES OF DECLINING YIELD 

The reasons for the decline of oil wells 
he grouped in two classes—those due to natural 
causes and those due to poor management 
Since the early days of the petroleum indus 
try improvements in methods of production 
have to a large extent been contined to lessen 
ing the cost of drilling wells nd to 
reducing the cost of surface operations. 
\lthough well knows physical laws offer 
a possible solution for all underground 
problems, yet the amount of carefully 
gathered data is so scarce that general deduc- 
tions must he cautiously made fence this 
paper discusses both phases of the cause of 
decline, describes some of the remedial meas 


ures now employed, and gives suggestions as 


to possible means of bettering present methods 
f operating. 

In general, the vield of a well declines in 
ne or both of two ways: Suddenly, after the 
initial spurt due to local relief of pressure, or 
with relative slowness after the production 
as become settled 

RELATIVELY SLOW DECLINE. 


The extent and rapidity of the succeeding 


1 


decline is governed by several factors, which 
classified as follows: 
formation of waxy sediments that ob 
struct the passage of oil from the sand. 
Decline of gas pressure in the district; 
tha 1S, decrease of expulsive force, due to the 


exhaustion of the lighter or gaseous hydro 


Decrease in quantity of oil draining by 


eravity down the dip into the area affe ted by 


yecrease of the oil supply within the 
drainage area of a well on account of near-by 
development or the original limits of the 
pool. 


». Flooding by nonencroaching salt water 
under low pressure 

6. Flooding of the productive formation by 
salt water under high pressure 
7. Flooding by* fresh water from the sur 
lace or from an overlying water-bearing for 
mation 


8. Drilling of neighboring wells 


9. Poor management, such as improper cas- 


ing unwise rate and time of pumping, and 
failure to clean. 

One of the most important of the factors 
enumerated is the formation of obstructive 


waxy sediments in the productive stratum and 
in the tubing of the well, owing to excessive 
refrigeration incident to the free expansion of 
large quantities of gaseous hydrocarbons asso- 
ciated with the crude oil in the rock. That in 
some fields an early decline and seeming ex 
haustion is premature and can he credited to 
this cause is evidenced by the fact that when 
new wells are drilled near older wells that 
have ceased to produce the new ones give 
every indication of unimpaired pressures and 
vitality. It was a common occurrence in the 
northern Pennsylvania oil fields to find that 
the second and third crop of wells in old pools 
produced large quantities of oil after the ter- 
ritory had been abandoned as exhausted. 
Carrl speaks of the producing formation as 
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( t lv sealed reservoir” so far as 
pool neerned an ex 
am} entions the Cashup (Pa.) pool, 
whicl s dis ere in I871, three or four 
ears atte the Pitho! pool » miles to the 


west—had_ bee practically exhausted 


hup pool showed all the 
mal to new territory and an 


dance livel oil, 


ich attested its 


energ 1 force in a well flowing over 1,000 
els per d 
he histor f these pools has been dupli- 
ate nv places in Butler and Clarion 
nties, P l-urther evidence that the short 
er life the more recent development 1 
ithweste Pennsylvania and West Virginia 
is not due to the draining of the oil and gas 
rn tiie rthern fields is the fact that the 
S m ch reate pressure and 
olumes oi gas than the old fields ever did, 
even when encountered in the same producing 
sands Po aceount for these changed condi 
tio one must there! I lo k to causes other 
erground connection 
ther factor in the rapid decline of wells 
lowing the initial spurt is the relief from the 
supersaturated condition of the sand, allowing 
the dr ‘aused by the friction of the oil 
through the sand to make itself apparent. The 


iseous hydrocarbons in the immediate vicinity 
of the well dissipate themselves in the initial 
flow, and the production therefore falls off, 
owing to a lessening of the expulsive force. In 


flowing wells this marks the 
The 


of the sand will influence the duration and 


beginning of the 


character and porosity 


initial flow, which, if 


irom a 
loose, porous 


will be more violent and 


han if from a fine 


Under ideal producing conditions the decline 
of a well would depend on only three main 
factors )} The quantity of oil available; (b) 


the rock pressure; and (c) the character and 


Hlenee, all efforts should 


at a proper understanding of the various 


sand 


rosity of tl 
aim 


onditions that complicate these main factors, 


govern the productivity of a 


well, and abnor 


mally hasten its abandonment. The rapid decline 


of many wells from large producers to small 


pumpers, while at the same time large pro- 


ducers are being completed in the same vicin- 
ity, is evidence that these abnormal factors are 


at work 


DECREASE BY POOR MANAGEMENT. 


Many wells cease to produce at an econom 


ical rate because of poor management of the 
numerous mechanical details. Some of these 


are enumerated below, but it may be said that 


it is in the surface management of wells that 
ereatest improvement has taken place since 
the early days of petroleum production. In 


fact, it is remarkable to consider the great 


variety of time and labor contrivances 


now in use, as against the great dearth of in- 


formation regarding underground conditions 


NEGLECTED CASING. 
Casing corrodes more in some districts than 
allowed to deteriorate 
until the the ad 


productive stratum 


in others. It is often 


without attention result is 


mission of water to the 


from overlying formations or from the sur 


face This cause of decreasing 


production 
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needs only the simple remedy of proper aiten 


ton 
PUMPING METHODS AND 
TIONS. 


where 


REGULA- 


tields 


closely grouped as many of them as possible 


In most producing wells are 


are pumped from a common power plant by 


“shackles” or “jerk lines.” Some of the wells 


may be pumping from several different pro- 
formations at the 


cially in the high-grade oil fields each well re 


same time. 


quires different handling, 
length 


and the rate and the 
of time for pumping most effective at 
one period of its life will not 
results Although this variation 1s 


“bleed 


er devices tor 


produce the best 
at another. 


obviated to some extent by the use o! 


} 


ers,” “leaky valves,” and oth 


automatically stopping the pumping of oil be 


fore the face of the sand is uncovered, vet 


such 


he desired 


regulation is crude and leaves much to 


“Pumping by heads” is a step in 
the right direction, in 


the 


conserves the 
the 


oil and also tends to keep back 


that it 


gas pressure in pool for continued 


expulsion of 


salt water under pressure. However, under 


present practice it is impossible to judge the 


hest possible time to pump and the proper 


height of oil 
all times 


column to leave in the well at 


\n automatic control, with valves 
set to start pumping upon the accumulation of 
a certain maximum pressure and to stop pump- 
ing upon the exhaustion of the oil to a certain 
set depth, would add greatly to the production 


in many cases, and would eliminate the pos 


sible negligence and usual lack of knowledge 
the average pumper. Several automatic 


control devices are said to be on the market, 


and one at least has been tested with success. 
The problem of applying them is solely me- 
chanical, and there can be little question as to 


the advisability of the use of such devices at 


a great many wells. 


Incorrect pumping methods, by which a well 
is pumped too fast or too often or too deep, 
bad The 


the gas and its aid in the movement 


produce several results. expansive 
force of 


of the oil is lost by the gas being allowed to 
escape freely. Instead, only such an amount 
of gas as is 


the head of oil 
pumped should be allowed to escape 


associated with 


f production in a pumping 


The ideal cycle « 
well very closely approximates that of a well 
packed by the old fol- 


manu 


seed-bag method, as 


lows (adapted from an 


script by M. W. Quick) : 


unpublished 


(a) Pressure is developed in the well suff 
cient to overcome the resistance of the column 
of liquid in the tubing, 


which is expelled 


naturally or pumped off. 


(b) The weight of petroleum in the well 


column overcomes the rock pressure and a 


point of equilibrium is reached. The excess 
of pressure of the shut-in gas over that of the 
column of oil has only a slight retarding effect 
on the further expulsion of oil, as the shut-in 
pressure can never exceed the rock pressure. 

(c) The pump is started and the “head” of 
oil above the top of the sand is pumped off 
and the shut-in gas is allowed to escape. Thus 
the only gas released is that originally in the 
head of oil where it aids in expelling the oil. 


(d) The well is again shut in and again 


heads. 


Although such control is practically impos- 
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sible where the pumping of a well is regulated 
hy ordinary methods, yet an automatic device 
for such regulation would result in the maxi 
mum recovery of oil with the least possible loss 
of expulsive energy from the stratum. To 
duplicate this cycle, pumping methods must be 
controlled by intrastrata 


conditions in some 


automatic manner, otherwise wells will be 
pumped too frequently to insure the greatest 
production. The 
chilled oil may not be 


pumping of 


refrigerative resistance of 
overcome between the 
accumulated 


heads of oil, and 


energies for the expulsion of sediments and 
waxy accumulations may not be developed. 


\utomatic but 


owing to the inertia of the producer relative 
out 


devices are on the market, 


to trying such seemingly revolutionary 


schemes, they have not been fair trial 
under the conditions to which they are adapted. 
\ general 


given 


recognition of the need of such 
automatic control for the pumping of oil wells, 
governed by the natural underground condi 
tions at each well, would result in the perfect 


ing of many details to adapt the devices to the 


varying needs of different fields. Thus the 
production of districts now being abandoned 


with large quantities of oil still remaining in 
the rock would be increased. The requirements 
of each well vary and the necessities of today 
will not apply 


tomorrow. Conservation of 


rock temperature to prevent chilled and “cut” 
oil, by the use of head pumping, bleeders, or 
leaky valves, causing the flooding of the sand 
and reducing refrigeration of the gas by ex 
pansion, is necessary in the fields producing 
high-grade paraffine oil. It is not 


in the 


necessary 


Mexican and other tields producing 


heavy oils that contain no spontaneously vola 
The 
oils of 


tile hydrocarbons. rock temperature of 


the lower gravity California 
and Mexico is frequently higher than that of 
the surface, that of the 
from 110 degrees 


Texas, 


Mexican oils being 
to 130 degrees I. If this 
were not so, the high production of wells in 
these fields would be an impossibility. High- 
grade gaseous oil must of course be handled 
differently from the heavy oil of the fields last 
mentionad. 

The flowing of wells by compressed air is 
and Mid- 
Continent fields, as it has a tendency to cut 
the casing and the tubing. 
economical for 


falling imto disuse in the eastern 
lowing is not 


small wells, there 


not being 
a sufficient head of oil against which the air 
may act: The effect in practice is to increase 
vaporization and the formation of waxy sedi- 
ments and to clog the face of the sand. 
Air-lift pumping has been tried with the 
same effects as regards increasing the chilling 
of the oil and the formation of paraffine. 
CONSTRUCTION OF WELLS. 
Increased production may sometimes be ob- 
tained by using large casing. This makes pos 
sible the use of large strainers where desir 
able, and the use of an inside perforated cas- 
ing or liner where the formation is inclined 
to cave and cause the casing to collapse, in 
fact. the large sized holes make the future 
handling of the well, or future deeper drilling, 
an easier problem. It may be said that wells 
that might flow naturally with a small sized 
casing would cease to do so through a large 
hole. This difficulty is sometimes overcome 
by using a reducer on the bottom of the low- 
est string of casing, the well flowing through a 


When tapped, 
nditions 1 
will affect a larger radius thar 
= compact sand 


in 
h- 


ed 
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two-inch tubing for a long period after it has 
ceased to flow with only the 5,%-inch casing 
in the hole. The larger hole has a tendency 
to drain the territory more quickly, and con- 
sequently the well will very probably be shorter 
lived than if the hole were smaller in diameter. 
\lso the larger hole probably results more 
frequently in chilled oil, caused by the greater 
surface from which volatilization occurs. 
Enough information has not been gathered to 
give definite figures as to this. 


TAPPING ALL OVERLYING “PAY” 
STRATA. 

In the early development of new fields, in 
the hurry to tap the principal oil stratum in 
advance of rival operators, all overlying “pays” 
are neglected and usually are cased off, no 
record of them being kept by the driller, who 
is usually paid for drilling by the foot or by 
the well. In later years, when production has 
fallen off in the older sand, it often becomes 
desirable to tap the upper sands, but by that 
time it is frequently impossible to know how 
deep they lie. In drilling by the wet method 
in the early days, the water pressure prevented 
some minor oil “pays” from indicating their 
presence. These have since been developed 
and some of them have proved large producers. 


DEEP DRILLING. 


Improved methods of drilling, a_ better 
knowledge of the geology of oil and gas, and 
the rapidly increasing demand for petroleum 
have recently resulted in a search for pe- 
troleum by deep drilling in many of the older 
fields, some of which are enjoying a new 
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lease of life, notably parts of the Clinton sand 
fields of eastern Ohio, the St. Mary's pool in 
West Virginia, and some of the Pennsylvania 
fields. It is considered not improbable that 
the Mid-Continent fields have a deep-sand fu 
ture. 

SPACING WELLS. 

In spacing wells the utilization of the move 
ment of the oil in a pool, and the thorough 
draining of the maximum amount of territory 
with the minimum number of wells are the 
two main considerations. As regards the first, 
as has been mentioned, the wells should be 
spaced closer together across the dip of the 
formations than down the dip, or in the di- 
rection in which the oil is draining. In anv 
given field advantage should be taken of all 
available data bearing on the effects of wells 
on each other at different distances and in 
different directions. Hager gives an interest- 
ing method for obtaining data regarding the 
proper number of wells necessary to drain a 
certain given territory, as follows: 

The property, 640 acres, is underlain’ by 
three sands. The table below shows the known 
and the computed information prepared 
from a study of a large number of wells 


Table A 
Thickness 


Area under- of sands Number of Computed 
lain by under each acre-fect. quantity of 
sands. acreage. oil available. 

1 2 3 4 

Acres. Feet. Barre 
200 O5 19,000 9,000 000 
200 65 13,000 6,600,000 
240 40 3,600 4,400,090 
640 41,600 20,000 


Table B 
Computed 
Thick- Production Life per No. numberof No.ot Acres 


ness of perthick thickness ot barrels wells per 
sands ness in 1 inl Acres available needed well 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Barr Year 
95 180,000 9 200 9,000,000 50 t 
65 120,000 7 200° 6,600,000 55 3.6 
40) 80,00 ) 5 240 4,400,000 55 4.4 


540 20,009,000 160 


Columns 1, 4, and 5 are taken from table A 
and correspond to columns 1, 2, and 4, re 
spectively, (which are of importance in reach- 
ing a conclusion as to the number of wells 
needed). Columns 2 and 3 in table B are de- 
rived from data collected from a study of a 
large number of wells. Column 4 is obtained 
by dividing the figures in column 5 by those in 
column 2. Column 7 is obtained by dividing 
the figures in column 4 by those in column 6. 
These results are purely assumptive, and 
should in no way be considered as of value ex- 
cept for the purpose of illustration. 

\s Hager states, “Every operator desires 
some idea of the amount of oil he may reason- 
ably expect from a property. Estimates of 
this kind are only approximate and are use 
ful guides to conservative men.” The above 
method should be used with care and in con- 
nection with all data obtainable as to the lo- 
cation of the property in relation to the rest of 
the pool, and in estimating the theoretical 
quantity of oil available from the thickness 
of the sand, good judgment based on accu- 
rate data is necessary to determine the true 
thickness of the sand as shown by the driller’s 
logs. In some pools only a part of the porous 
stratum is saturated with oil, or other pre- 


MEN. ATTENTION! 


power plant on your lease ? 


With the price of Crude Oil higher than it has been in over seventeen years, and with ‘‘ good times’’ ahead for 
the PRODUCER, don’t you think that this is the proper time to commence figuring with us on the installation of a 


OUR TERMS ARE EASY—TIME OR CASH 
Consider, also, the Fuel Economy by the Use of the Emery Gas Driven Air Compressor 


THE EMERY MACHINE COMPANY 


BRADFORD, PA. 
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conditions 


vailing 


make calculation of the oil 
The 


only in territory al- 


content on this basis incorrect method 


could, of course, be used 
ready proved, 
CLEANING WELLS. 
With regard to 
Johnson, professor of petroleum engineering, 
University of Pittsburgh, the follow 
ing statement in a letter to the author regard 
ing the Mid-Continent fields : 
{ tind that never 


clean their wells, others who do so only as a 


cleaning wells, Roswell 


makes 


there are operators who 


last resort when the well is near abandonment, 
and others who do it periodically. I should 


say that on an average 


wells are not cleaned 


oftener than once in three This matter 


is important, because the practice is so vari- 


years. 
able, and the work is so expensive. My own 
views are as follows: 
METHODS OF CLEANING. 
Where water is not found in the sand.—In 
case the sand does not carry water a pocket 
about 


10 feet deep should be drilled below 


the sand Besides the possibility of revealing 
a second pay the pocket provides a receptacle 
sand or 
the well. | 


for loose cavings without affecting 
would have the intake of the 
pump opposite the bottom of the pay and have 
a small air hole 


in the working barrel near 


its top at the top of the pay. The first clean- 
ing immediately after the shot should be thor- 
ough and should empty the pocket. Such a 
will 


cleaning is 


well, by sanding its pump cups, auto- 


matically show when 
When the is pulled for renewing the 


cups the depth of the well should be measured 


needed. 
pump 


with a tape to see how much the pocket has 
filled If the filling is feet, it 
probably will pay to clean the pocket; if the 
filling is 


more than 2 
less, the working barrel can be set 
higher until the cups have to be replaced again. 
Of course, with oil selling at 60 cents one 
would not be as intent on cleaning as with oil 
at $1.50. As soon as a well is in good shape I 
think the derrick should be removed and used 
elsewhere. Pulling is done with a pulling ma- 
chine and cleaning with a drilling machine. I 
think the shot should be placed at the bottom 
of the pay, so that the hole made will extend 
still farther and, with the pocket, give space 
for a considerable accumulation of loose sand 
intake 1s When the well 
working 
without the air hole may be put in; 


well can probably be 


hefore the reached. 


becomes unremunerative a barrel 
then the 
pumped a little while 
longer. 

Where there is nonencroaching water under 


low pressure in the 


bottom of the sand.—lIf 
there is water under low pressure in the bot- 
tom of the sand, drilling should be continued 
until should not be 
stopped at the depth where water is expected. 
The pocket should be omitted and the well 
should be shot at a point only 1 


water is evident, and 


foot above 
the supposed line between the water and the 
ou. The first 
Effort 


cleaning should be thorough. 
have the well 


“make” considerable water with the oil, care 


should be made to 
being taken, of course, not to get so much that 
a 24-hour flow through the 3-inch pipe will 
exhaust the water, if fuel is cheap. By taking 
this water, assurance is had that no pay will 
he missed; also the current of the water flow- 
ing to the hole helps to move in the oil. 


Where there is nonencroaching water under 
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high pressure.—In case there is nonencroach- 
ing water under high pressure, care should be 
taken to stop wells a little short of the water. 
They may be drilled deeper to the water when 
it is desired to clean them. In my opinion, 
many of our deserted wells could, if containing 
water, have been handled a year or two later 
when neighboring wells had reduced the pres- 
sure. 

Where there is encroaching water.—lIf there 
is encroaching water, wells must stop a little 
short of the water; hence the shot should not 
extend to the bottom. 

GENERAL METHODS OF CLEANING. 

The methods of cleaning in general use may 
he enumerated as follows: 

1. Removal of accumulated 


sand by tools 


and sand pump. 

2 Hot-billet treatment. I am not familiar 
with the results of this method, which 1s prob- 
ably most useful where the oil carries a high 
percentage of paraffin. 

3. Gasoline treatment. I believe this method 
preterable to the hot-billet treatment and 
very useful where the refinery owns the well 
and can thus recover the gasoline. 
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4. Freshening the hole with a small tor- 
pedo, This expedient is not necessary when 
the sand runs in freely. It is probably most 
useful where some kinds of water are asso- 


ciated with the oil or the oil is asphaltic. 


In regard to freshening the hole with small 
shots, so-called “squibbing,” it may be said 
that the effect is probably to furnish the heat 
necessary to redissolve the accumulated waxy 
paraffins that clog the hole and to cause their 
expulsion by fresh oil. Even though it be 
conceded that close argillaceous and calcitic 
sandstones saturated with petroleum require 
shattering, the conclusion does not follow that 
all sandstones should be treated with large 
quantities of high explosives, as shooting 
often produces a heating rather than a shat- 
tering effect. In a hole full of water the 
liquid takes up the shock of the shot and pre- 
vents shattering, yet the shooting results in in- 
creased production by causing a fluxing of the 
waxy sediments. 


In other wells “pay” streaks are unknown, 
but shooting in later years may start them 
flowing. 


Colesville, Pa., Producers All 
“Het Up” Over Unknown Beast 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
BRADFORD, PA., Nov. 5.—Oil pro- 
ducers as well as other residents of Columbia 
Hall, in the vicinity of Coleville and Rixford, 
are very much excited over the presence of a 
strange animal which is making life miserable 
for people whose duties take them out at 
night and oil men who have to visit oil wells 

in the wooded section of the country. 
Lester Hl. Cohn, of Colesville, says that the 
The 
animal has been seen, but it 1s a question who 
was the more frightened, the animal or the 
man. Mr. Cohn will pay a reward of $10 to 
anyone who captures the beast, dead or alive. 
\ few days ago the two Smith boys, Fred, 
aged 17, and Clyde, aged 19 years, employed by 


animal has the appearance of a panther. 


Mré Cokn on the latter's lease, had an exciting 
experience with the animal. The boys heard 
it coming toward them and took refuge in a 
building, the windows of 


doors and 


which 
Whatever it may be it makes 
a noise which is unlike anything ever heard 
before in these parts. 


were nailed up. 


All they heard was the 


noise. 

Columbia Hill is covered with a_ thick 
growth of trees and underbrush. Oil men 
and others now do not move about unless 


armed with clubs or firearms. At night peo- 
ple are afraid to carry a lantern because the 
hight might attract the strange beast. On a 
recent occasion a well known resident of Rix- 
ford while passing along a narrow highway in 
the woods heard it coming, so he quickly 
placed the lantern he was carrying under a 
robe and escaped. 

There are many large rocks in that section 
and it 1s believed that the panther lives among 
them in a cave. People refuse to believe that 
it is a wild cat, which are rather common. Oil 
drillers and others who have had a good look 
at it are free to admit that it wild 
cat but instead is shaped like a panther, having 
a long tail and a head similar to one. 


is not a 


While the presence of the beast in the woods 
is not at all a source of pleasure there are a 
number of amusing incidents which Mr. Cohn 
tells his friends. As the animal is getting onto 
the nerves of some of the oil well workers 
and lease holders in that section, it is prob- 
able that a posse will be organized to search 
the 200 miles or more of woodland. 

WELLS NEAR BRADFORD. 

McGregor & Grant’s No. 38 on the Moody 
farm at 1,900 feet. This 
amount of hole was made in thirteen days, 
which is a record 


Davis is down 


new for this part of the 


country. 

Dr. I. A. Van Scoy, of Bradford, and Dr. 
Kane, of Kane, Pa., have a lease in the vicin- 
ity of Farnia, Ontario, Canada. Their No 10 
was completed recently and it showed a pro- 
duction of five barrels. The oil found in that 
section of Canada is similar to that found in 
the Ohio fields as to gravity and quality. The 
government pays a bounty of 50 cents a bar- 
rel on the production and the revenue each 
month is very satisfactory. 

The Kinzua Petroleum Company, in which 
considerable Bradford capital is invested, has 
recently completed another good producer on 
their holdings near Mt. Jewett. The Kinzua 
Company continues to pay three per cent a 
quarter. It is also drilling in the Pennsyl- 
vania and Ohio fields. 

Mallory & Stephan’s No. 4 on the Clare 
farm at Allegany, N. Y., has been completed 
and has produced as high as 15 barrels in one 
day. A well on the same farm completed a 
month or more ago, is making a very good 
showing of oil—in fact about the average. 

A. H. Fuller has purchased of H. B. Me- 
Clain, of Derrick City, a tract of land consist- 
ing of 53 acres with 16 producing wells. The 
deal was made through the agency of A. J. 
Douglas & Co., of Bradford, and the consid- 
eration $14,000. Mr. Fuller will erect 
a very tine bungalow on the property in the 


was 


| 
/ 
5 
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spring and he and his wife will make their 
home there. 

Joseph Merkt and Ralph Wise, of Bradford, 
have gone to Texas, where they have taken the 
contract to pipe several small towns for nat- 
ural gas 

The Finance Oil Company have completed 
one of the largest gassers ever found in that 
at a depth of 1,787 feet and it proved to be 
one of the lergest gassers ever found in that 
section. It is estimated that the well pro- 
duces a million feet a day. 

J. B. Steele, who has charge of the oil 
property for the Whitehead estate, reports that 
five wells have been drilled on that property 
during the past summer. The production is 
holding up nicely. Mr. Steele expects to drill 
a well on the Foster farm at Foster Brook in 
the near future. 

PUMPS TWO SANDS. 

The Bradford oil field has seen many in- 
novations in one way or another, but the very 
latest in pumping methods was tried out re- 
cently and proved to be quite successful. The 
experiment took place on the Crooks farm at 
Tuna, on the lease of Brooks & Hoffman. 
Wells drilled in that section produce from 
both the Chipmonk and the Bradford sands. 
There has been more or less trouble when a 
well drilled into the Bradford sand resulted 
in the drying up of a well drilled into the 
Chipmonk sand. In order to overcome this 
difficulty a McGregor working barrel was 
placed at the bottom of the Bradford sand and 
another working barrel, the joint invention of 
W. A. McGregor and Hon. R. J. Hoffman, was 
placed at the bottom of the Chipmonk sand. 
A packer was put on the tubing in order to 
keep the Chipmonk sand flooded, the well was 
started to pumping and the oil from both 
sands was pumped at the same time. In nine 
minutes the oil was thrown out on the derrick 
floor. If the scheme works it is expected to 
be put into use generally in obtaining oil where 
like conditions exist. 

Operations have been shut down for the 
winter on the oil properties of J. T. Jones. 
There is some cleaning out under way. It is 
possible that one more well’ will be drilled be- 
fore the extreme cold weather. The produc- 
tion of the Jones wells is keeping up very 
satisfactorily. 

With the advance of twenty-five points in the 
refined market, the producers in this field are 
inclined to think that the price of Pennsylvania 
crude is likely to advance. The operations 
during the past month have failed to reveal any 
large producers and the production is not 
likely to be increased in this field during the 
winter at least. 

Hon. L. Emery, Jr., and E. E. Bryner have 
returned from a visit to the Ohio and Indiana 
oil fields. They visited the Emery property at 
Crooksville, Ohio, where there are two good 
wells. No. 1 on the Watts farm is producing 
170 barrels and No. 2 on the same farm is 
doing 150 barrels. Mr. Emery has a large 
acreage in Sullivan county, Indiana, and will 
immediately start to develop there. 

The City of Bradford Gas and Power Cor- 
poration expects to have gas piped to Bradford 
through its new six inch line from Red House 
within the month. At present workmen are 
engaged in laying the line. The company con- 
tinues to drill out gassers on its leases at Red 
House. The gas production is holding up 
nicely. 
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My Cream Ointment 
Greatest Remedy on Earth 


For scalds, ruptures or itching of the skin, blood poisoning, piles 
(protruding or bleeding), ulcers, fever sores, cuts, boils, felons and eczema 
Unexcelled for its healing and soothing qualities 
Gives immediate relief in all cases. Always fresh. Never becomes rancid. 

This Ointment is on sale at all drug stores. If your druggist does not carry it 
in stock, have him send for it, or we will send it, postage prepaid, on receipt of the 


Price 35 Cents Per Box 


JOURNAL OIL COMPANY, 


Direct all communications to JOHN HAGGERTY, Bradford, Pa., U. 8. A. 


THE McELWAINE MFG. & AUTO. CO. 


Manufacturers of the Celebrated 


Hoadley Packers and Sage Pumping Heads 


Shops and Garage: 54 Webster Street, Bradford, Penn. 


The extensive gasoline manufacturing plant 
at Coleville has been placed in operation and 
is now running regularly. The equipment, 
said to cost $300,000 is modern in every detail 
and the entire plant is reported to be one of 
the most complete in this country. The owner, 
B. B. Stroud, has been a patient at the Brad- 
ford Hospital for some time. 

Besides having a strange beast in their 
midst the oil producers of Coleville were in- 
terested recently in the drilling of two wells 
near there, one by Lester H. Cohn and the 
other by Andrews & Caswell. The wells were 
but 40 feet apart and there was a race to 
reach the pay streak. Mr. Cohn won out and 
had his well pumping before Andrews & Cas- 
well were drawing the fluid. The contest was 
good natured and contractor S. H. Elder -was 
the driller of both wells. 

Geo. H. Webb, of Bradford, has a splendid 
lease at Sawyer City. His holdings consist of 
seventy wells and seventeen have been drilled 
in during the past 16 months. 

The well of Johnson & Hoover, No. 98, on 
the Bingham tract, is making a fine showing 
of oil. 

The plant of the Emery Machine Company 
has had a night shift at work for a month or 
more on account of the large number of or- 
ders for the Emery gas engines. 

During the past month operations at the 
deep well, at Derrick City, have been dragging 
and it is not expected to be a great while be- 
fore the work will be abandoned entirely. 
There are frequent caves and it keeps the 
drillers busy cleaning the hole. 

Well No. 20 on the Foster farm has been 
completed by the Newell estate and makes a 
fine producer. 

McGowan & Ruddy have started a well on 
the McGowan lot on Euclid avenue, this city. 


ISAAC RALPH DIES 


Prominent Producer Passes Away 
at Bradford 
(By Special Correspondent.) 

BRADFORD, PA., Nov. 5.—Isaac C-. 
Ralph. one of the most prominent oil producers 
of this part of the country, died at his apart- 
ments, in the Fagnan building, at 145 Main 
street, October 24. He was ill but a short time. 
The remains were removed from his apart- 
ments to the home of his sister, Mrs. ¥. B. 


Stop Pulling Tubing 


Reduce Cost of Operating Lease 


The McGregor Working Barrel 


The Barrel You Will Eventually Use 


Is not an experiment, it has been in actual use for five 
years, and is now being generally adopted by a majority 
of oil producers, both large and small, throughout the 
United States. 

Especially adaptable for wells making sand or with 
worn-out working barrels or leaky valves. 


Write for Pamphlets 
McGregor Working Barrel Co., lac. 
BRADFORD, PA. 


Brown, of 126 Kennedy street, where funeral 
services were held. The body was taken to 
North East, Pa., for burial. 

Mr. Ralph was born in North East, on Oc- 
tober 8, 1843. There he spent his boyhood, 
leaving when a young man to join his broth- 
ers in oil operations. For two years he was 
located in Oil City and Pithole, leaving that 
section for Petrolia, Canada, where he re- 
mained for three years, engaged in oil opera- 
tions. He then went to Pleasantville and sub- 
sequently to Butler county, at which place he 


5 
PN 
BRADFORD, 
PA. 
| | 
A 
n B 
O ] | K 
S | 
E La 
h L 
Ss, ‘ 
i G parang 
3 alt 
M i 
= ii 
10 
H 
)- 
at 
in 
ch 
as 
mn 
Wa 
a 
ed A 
ne 
2 
( rd 
fc. 
st- 
‘he h 
J 
id- 
ect 
the 


remained until 1879 when he removed to Brad- 


ford. He was at the time of his death ex- 
tensively interested in the Ohio and Bradford 


helds 


He was a member of the congregation of the 


First Presbyterian church, of the Merchants 
Club, the Bradford lodge of Elks and the 
Bradford Automobile Club Two. brothers, 


Bradford; 
B Brown, of Brad- 
New York 


S. Ralph and J. H. Ralph, both ot 
and two sisters, Mrs. T. 
ford, and Mrs J \\ 


survive him 


\lexander, of 


CARTER COUNTY LAND 
BRINGS FANCY PRICES 


(By Special Correspondent). 
WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS, Nov 2.— 


Since the Healdton well came in, Carter county 
has been in the spot light of oildom for south- 
ern Oklahoma. This well and the prospective 
\rdmore, Okla. The 
nearest point on the railroad will be Ringling 
of the field. At 
present the shipping point is Wilson, as the 


field is 20 miles from 


and is about 9 miles south 


But it 1s 
the Ringling Brothers’ railroad and they are 


railroad is only completed that far. 


working on it and will have it completed in 
time to take care of the shipments if the field 
proves up to the expectations 

Contractors are wanting from $2.50 to $3.00 
fuel furnished for 
These wells are completed 
at a depth of 918 feet, having three producing 
sands at 840 to 850 feet, 865 to 885 and 901 
to 918 feet. This, an approximate producing 
sand record of the Critchlow No. 1, located in 
N. E. cor. S. W. N. E. Sec. 8, 4 S—3 W. 
The new well is not run up to its capacity, but 
is furnishing fuel for four drilling wells, and 
is good for about 100 barrels a day natural. 
Critchlow No, 2, on the S. E. corner of the 
S. W. quarter section, 5, 4 S—3 W., is in the 
sand. 


and water and 


drilling the wells. 


per foot 


This well shows considerable regularity, 
Both 
these wells show the same gas strata that is 
found at Oil City at a depth of 450 and 590. 
They are using a Braden head and are con- 


being substantially the same as No. 1. 


serving the gas. The capacity is estimated at 


a million and one-half feet. 

The Humble Oil Company is the next well 
expected in. This well is located S. W. corner 
N. W. of N. W., 9-4-3. This company has 
paid some pretty stiff prices for acreage, one 
of which was $75 in cash and $75 in oil and 
a sixth royalty. It 
No. 2 


every one going wild and prices away out of 


is one-half miles west of 
Critchlow It is the same old story— 
proportion to the development. 

This has all the 
field, and as the shallowness of the drilling is 


marks of a real new oil 
an item in cost of production it will appear to 
the one wise that it is a very attractive place 
to play. The conditions are somewhat chaotic 
at this writing, but by the next report we will 
have well in hand and will be 


able to give it in a more detailed fashion. 


matters pretty 


The way to get there from the south is 
over the Santa Fe Kailroad from Wichita 
Falls via Gainesville. The Rock Island runs 


into Ardmore, but is a branch, and it takes a 
day or so to get anywhere. When Ringling 
Wichita 
from here. 


their road finished to 


Brothers get 
that 


Falls will be 7 short line 
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Veteran Producer Sees Another 
Advance in Pennsylvania Oil 


Jabez Rogerson, 
Oil Producer, Bradford, Pa. 


Jabez Rogerson is one of the hustling oil 


producers of the Bradford field. For 34 years 


he has seen the ups and downs of the business 
and is still hale and hearty. 
In the early days of the oil industry he was 


a rig builder and had something to do with 


the erection of the majority of the rigs of the 
Enterprise Transit Company on the hills about 
Bradford. In those days a man could make 
a start in the oil business with little, but those 
days have passed. At present Mr. Rogerson 
is not doing much in the line of operations. 
His production is largely on Harrisburg Run. 

Mr Rogerson is confident that the price of 
crude oil is going to advance. He thinks that 
the recent advance of 25 points in the refined 
export market will mean eventually a_ better 
price than $2.50 a barrel for 
crude. 


Pennsylvania 


The oil production of Mr. R 


it possible for him to enjoy lif 


ogerson makes 
He is fond 
of bowling and is a member of the famous 
Epicurean Club. Bradford 
knows what it means to belong to that club. 
The better bowler you are the less often you 
will be required to furnish the eats for the 
club. 


Everybody — in 


The Epicurean Club is now nine years 
old and has never yet had a death among its 
members. Two filled 
when members moved away. 


vacancies have been 
Next spring Mr. Rogerson will put in a plant 
to make casing head gasoline. 


Oil and Gas Companies Helped 
by Good Prices for Products 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

PITTSBURGH, Nov. 9.—That oil and 
gas companies of this city have enjoyed a pros- 
perous season was evident this past week when 
several issued semi-annual reports. The higher 
prices contributed 
their share to the earnings, and with all dis- 
tributers for the winter period, 
protits will continue if the weather is cold. 

Through the Fairmount & Grafton Gas Com- 


charged for oil and 


prepared 


pany, a subsidiary, the Philadelphia Company 
acquired practically all the stock of the 
Monongahela Natural Gas Company of Pitts- 
burgh, thus ensuring the bringing into Pitts- 
burgh this winter of a largely increased 
quantity of gas without the necessity of laying 
a new pipe line. The Monongahela Company 
nas 125,000 acres of productive gas territory 
under lease in Green county, Pennsylvania, 
and it owns 169 natural gas wells and 11 pro- 
ducing oil wells. The Monongahela’s big pipe 
line has a surplus carrying capacity of 30,000,- 
00@ cubic feet a day. The name of the Fair- 
mont & Grafton Gas Company probably will 
be changed to the Pittsburgh & West Virginia 
Gas Company. The deal involves the issue by 
the Fairmont & Grafton of $1,500,000 of col- 
lateral trust bonds, payable in equal instal- 
ments extending over a period of 10 years. 
In the nine months ended September 30, net 
earnings of the Manufacturers Light & Heat 


Company increased $230,014 over the same ne- 


riod last year and a_ record-breaking year 
seems assured as the profits for nine months 
were $2,146,018 and for the year 1912, $2,816,- 
859. Gross earnjngs in nine months 
$4,755,788, while costs of operation, drilling 
new wells and purchasing gas totaled $2,742,- 
910. The Manufacturers Light & Heat is hav- 
ing some trouble with the Ohio Public Service 
Commission over its increased rates for upper 
Ohio valley points, but if the rates are allowed 
to stand the company probably will make a 
slight advance in its dividend after the new 
year. 

Owing to a vacancy in the Ohio commission, 
formal approval has not been given to the 
sale by the Pittsburgh Oil & Gas Company of 
its gas properties in the Ashtabula district, and 
thus the $1,400,000 deal to Standard Oil inter- 
ests still awaits completion, with almost every- 
one feeling it will be closed shortly. For the 
six months ended September 30, the Pittsburgh 
Oil & Gas Company showed operating receipts 
of $371,280, of which $247,999 came from the 
sale of $115,615 
Net earn- 
ings were $154,426, indicating a great saving in 
field expenses as the entire year showed a net 
of but $193,370'on gross receipts of $73 


were 


124,559 barrels of oil and 
from 516,898,000 cubic feet of gas. 


The semi-annual report of the Philadelphia 
Company, the chief distributer of gas and 
electricity in Pittsburgh, shows: 
ceipts for six months ended September 30, $11,- 


Gross re- 


| 
= 


November, 1915 


861,252; net from operations, $4,313,755; sur- 
plus, $1,502,729. 
WANT WELLS IN CITY. 

One of the important questions shortly to 
come out of a councilmanic committee is a re- 
quest of the Benedum-Trees Oil Company that 
it be allowed to lease the city parks and other 
public properties for the purpose of making 
tests for oil and gas. The property sought 
consists of Schenley and Highland Parks, the 
former being next to Carnegie Technical 
Schools and Carnegie Institute, and Highland 
being adjacent to one of Pittsburgh’s finest 
residence districts. The company offers to drill 
one well in each park and agrees to pay the 
city for one-eighth of all the oil produced 
and one cent per 1,000 cubic feet for gas as a 
royalty. The Benedum-Trees people also 
agree to sell gas to the city at the rate of 10 
cents per 1,000 cubic feet. The lease is to be 
for three years or longer if oil and gas are 
found in paying quantities. It is thought that 
the city officials are not favorable to the propo- 
sition as a few persons already have said they 
are opposed to derricks and commercialism in 
a city playground, 

Gas properties are much higher in price, 
judging by stock exchange quotations, as sev- 
eral small sales last week caused advances of 
$6 in Union National Gas and of $7 in Nat- 
ural Gas of West Virginia. Light & Heat also 
advanced more than $1 to $53, the highest price 
it ever touched on the exchange. Some weeks 
ago anxiety over the merger of the Braden 
properties in Oklahoma caused sharp breaks 
in Ganey River Gas, Oklahoma Natural Gas 
and Osage & Oklahoma Gas, but a letter from 
secretary R. H. Bartlett showing increased 
business, bright prospects, and asking the stock- 
holders to refrain from selling their stocks, 
helped steady the market, and consistent gains 
this past 10 days have brought the issues men- 
tioned close to their former quotations. 


Boone County, 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

PARKERSBURG, W. VA., Nov. 5.—The 
best producers in West Virginia during the 
past month with few exceptions have been 
only fair pumpers, there having been nothing 
of a sensational nature in any part of the state. 
The completions of the best wells are widely 
distributed in the various fields. 


The chances for the discovery of a new pool 
in southeastern West Virginia are growing 
fewer as the year draws to a close. The 
work under way and starting is located in old 
territory and the chances are about even as to 
a gasser or a light pumper with some good 
ones. 

In the lower West Virginia counties there 
are many wildcats drilling in the hope of 
finding a new pool. Boone county has more 
of that kind of work than any other, despite 
the fact that there is no production in that 
county at this time. On Rock Creek, Scott 
district, the Crude Oil Co. has the rig com- 
pleted and ready to drill a test on the Pryor- 
Allen farm. 

Roane county is completing as many or 
more wells than any other county in West 
Virginia, and all are light pumpers lotated in 
old territory. On Rock Camp Run, Walton 
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It is reported from Waynesburg, Pa., that the 
Waynesburg Home Gas Company has drilled 
in a well in Franklin township, Greene county, 
that will make over 10,000,000 cubic feet of gas 
daily. The gas was found 112 feet in the Big 
Injun sand. 

FIELD WORK. 

W. R. Jordan, a Pittsburgher, has taken up 
several hundred acres for oil and gas in Co- 
lumbiana and Mahoning counties, Ohio, and 
has transferred the leases to the United States 
Oil Corporation. A location has been made on 
the Francis farm, Goshen township, Mahoning 
county, and the company is prepared to give 
the territory a thorough test. 

The National Transit Company has paid 
$100,000 to the Pennsylvania state treasurer 
as the tax charge on its capital stock. 

The Washington Oil Company, a former 
Standard Oil subsidiary, controlled by Pitts- 
burgh and Washington, Pa., bankers, will pay 
a dividend of $4 or 40 per cent December 1, 
making 80 per cent paid this year. No divi- 
dends were paid last year, and in 1911 the 
dividends totaled 29 per cent. 

Quite different is the experience of Pitts- 
burghers in Paterson Oil, a company owned 
largely by residents of this city and experi- 
menting in the La Hebra field, California. Out 
of $61,046 received from sales of stocks and 
loans, $53,809 was expended in drilling a well 
some 3,300 feet deep and finding nothing. As 
a result stock which started around 20 cents 
fell to 7 cents and the company now is trying 
to float a new issue in order to test a field in 
which a half interest was secured for the drill- 
ing material used at the abandoned well. 

The Penn-Mex Fuel Oil Company, operat- 
ing in the Tuxpan district, Mexico, promises 
wealth for the Benedum-Trees, and South 
Penn Oil crowds here, as a third new well is 
estimated to have a production of 10,000 bar- 
rels a day. The well has been shut in until 


W. Va., Leads in 


district, the Ohio Fuel Oil Co. has completed 
and shot its test on the D. M. Larch farm, 
and has a 5-barrel pumper in the big Injun 
sand. On Reedy Creek, Curtis district, the 
Fisher Oil Co. has now completed and shot its 
second test on the L. B. Board farm and 
has a 5-barrel pumper in the salt sand. On 
Tanner’s run, Spencer district, the United 
Fuel Gas Co. has drilled its test on the A. J. 
McMullen farm through the Berea grit, and 
has a gasser. On the same stream, the same 
company has completed a test on the J. M. 
Harper farm and has a light gasser in the 
Berea grit. 

On Bonds Creek, Grant district, Ritchie 
county, the Carter Oil Co. has drilled a test 
on Andy Arnett’s farm through the Big 
Injun sand and has a show for a 5 or 10-barrel 
pumper. In Clay district, the Bankers’ Oil 
Co drilled a test on the Williamson heirs’ 
farm through the same formation, and has a 
duster. 


On Rock Camp Run, Sardis district, Har- 
rison county, Treat & Rowland have drilled 
their test on the M. K. Davidson farm through 
the Gordon sand, and the hole has filled up 
1,000 feet with fluid. It will make a fair pro- 
ducer. On Fish Creek, Church district, Wet- 


tankage can be provided The company’s 
stock was put out a few months ago at $12.50 
per $25 share and now is $25 bid. Fifteen 
per cent of the stock is owned by South Penn 
Oil Company. The Penn-Mex holds leases 
near Tampico in the field where a gusher good 
for about 20,000 barrels daily came in for the 
Mexican Oil Company, which is controlled by 
Alexander Smith. 


Frank Cox, a former manufacturer of oil 
well tools in this city, has shipped a drilling 
outfit to Gettysburg, S. D., and will drill a test 
well in that place. The Pittsburgh oil well 
supply houses report having shipped other ma- 
terials to Northwestern states. 


Volker Bros. have several important tests 
under way in Crows run, Beaver county, and 
already one fair gasser has come in. Other 
firms operating in the same district are Har- 
bison & Company, Holsinger & Company and 
the South Penn Oil Company. Childs & Kirk 
are drilling in the Berea sand, Beaver county. 

A gasser good for almost 5,060,000 cubic feet 
daily has been struck by the Sheridan Oil & 
Gas Company in the New Freeport field, 
Green county, Pa. The Philadelphia Company 
has a test under way in the Bristoria field, 
same county. 

During October 39 more wells were brought 
in by Pennsylvania operators than during Sep- 
tember, and the production was increased by 
758 barrels. 

R. G. Gillespic won his fight in the Washing- 
ton county court to continue the Acheson 
farm wells on the property of the American 
Zinc & Chemical Company, a new corporation 
in Burgettstown. One of the wells was lo- 
cated inside the defendant company’s reservoir 
and the one on the Hervey farm on the 
site of the buildings. The court refused to 
enjoin the defendant company from interfer- 
ing with Gillespie’s work. 


Wild Cat Work 


zel county, the Carnegie Natural Gas Co. has 
drilled a test on the J. H. Bradley farm 
through the Gordon sand and has a fair 
gasser. 

On Camp run, Sardis district, Harrison 
county, the Carnegie Natural Gas Company 
has drilled its test on the Lillian Ruble farm 
through the Gordon sand, and has a gasser. 
On Shinn’s run, the same company’s second 
test on the M. D. Martin farm, dry in the 
Gordon, is drilling to the lower sands. On 
Rock Camp run, in the same district, F. A. 
Barren has drilled a test on the Arnett Hess 
farm through the Gordon, and has an 8-barrel 
pumper. 

In Stonewall district, Wayne county, the Cen- 
tral Wayne Oil Gas Co. is drilling a test on 
the H. Adkins farm, located on Twelve Mile 
Creek. On Mud River, Barboursville district, 
Cabell county, A. B. Board & Co. have drilled 
their test on the A. J. Hoyt farm to a depth 
of 1,750 and have shut down. 


On the Trace Fork, Curry district, Putnam 
county, Henderson & Turney are due in the 
sand at their test on the E. P. Bell farm. On 
the same stream the Summitt Oil & Gas Co. is 
due in the sand at a test on the W. A. Hen- 
dershot farm. On Flat Rock Creek, Glen- 
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denin district, Mason county, R. W. Wallace 
& Co. are starting a test on the J. M. McCul- 
lough farm. On Bull Branch, Grant district, 
Jackson county, the Columbia Oil Co. has the 
rig completed for a test on the Marshall How- 
ell farm. 


On Reedy Creek, Reedy district, Roane 
county, the Carter Oil Co. is starting a test 
on the Thomas Lattimer farm. On Spring 
Creek, Smithfield district, the Ohio Fuel Oil 
Co. has started to drill a test on the E. M. 
Nichols farm. 


MONOGALIA BUSY. 

It has been many a day since the present 
activity in the oil and gas fields of Monongalia 
county was equaled. Not since the early days 
of “oil excitement,” when this source of wealth 
was new, have there been so many new loca- 
tions and so much drilling. Old territory 
which was abandoned or neglected when big 
producers only were considered profitable and 
worth while is being redrilled. Old wells that 
have been allowed to drop down to the mini- 
mum of production are being cleaned and shot 
or drilled deeper. Territory which has re- 
mained dormant for 20 to 30 years is being 
tested. Drillers are having great difficulty in 
securing enough men to carry on their work 
and many exasperating delays have been 
caused by this condition. 

The secret of this extraordinary activity is 
found, ofi course, in the increased price of oil. 
Locations and operations come so rapidly that 
it is difficult to keep pace with them. The 
Hope Gas Company, the Chartiers Company, 
the Philadelphia Company and a Waynesburg 
company have made many locations here. 

The Turner-Irwin Oil & Gas Co., in which 
Charleston business men are interested, struck 
a 6,000,000-foot gasser at a depth of 1,300 
feet on their 700-acre lease at Rosedale on the 
Braxton-Gilmore line. This is a new field 
that is just being developed, and the lucky 
strike of the Turner-Irwin Co. has encour- 
aged prospectors in that section of the state. 

Little or nothing is doing in Wood county. 
The Keever well on the Smith farm in Lubeck 
district is again in operation after being shut 
down for some time owing to the lack of 
Water. 

The Pennova Oil Co.’s No. 8 well on the 
\dam Feick farm near Dallison, was drilled 
this week and is showing up for the best pro- 
ducer on the farm. It will be given a shot and 
is expected to add materially to the produc- 
tion from the other wells. The Parkersburg 
members of the company are: J. H. Carter, 
R. E. Bills, Hunter H. Moss, J. H. Sander- 
son and Adam Feick. This is one of the larg- 
est leases in that section of the county and the 
company will proceed with further develop- 


ment of the farm. 

The Island Oil & Gas Co., composed of Par- 
kersburg people who have secured a block of 
leases of two hundred and three acres of 
Neal's Island, are making preparations to start 
a test well on the property and the first well 
to be drifled will be on the H. IF. Sayre 
farm. It is the intention of the company to 
develop the territory as it has been long con- 
ceded by oil men that there is a Cow Run 
pool near this point. It is claimed to be an 
undisputed fact that all of the Ohio river 
islands above Neal's Island are oil fields, also 
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the Cow Run fields are found in about seven 
mile leaps. 

Viewing from this standpoint the location in 
question lies seven miles south of Boaz and 
looks good for Parkersburg. This will De 
about the closest oil territory to Parkersburg 
on the north should it be developed as such. 
In addition to the leases that have been taken 
up by the company they have options on other 
property that they will take up should a strike 
he made in the well that is to be drilled on 
the Sayre farm. 

There are at present 97 gasoline plants in 
West Virginia. The number of wells attached 
to each plant varies from three to one hundred. 
Ten per cent of all the producing wells of 
West Virginia are attached to plants. About 
75 per cent of the total output of the state is 
credited to the Sistersville field and the sec- 
tion immediately surrounding it. 


Richmond Levering, who recently ret arned 
to New York from a visit to the Mexican oil 
tields in which he is largely interested, denied 
that he had sold another large tract of oil 
land to Lord Cowdrey, or that he had entered 
into an alliance with Lord Cowdrey to fight 
the Standard Oil interests in Mexico. 

“My relations with the Standard Oil Com- 
pany are simply those of a competitor, but are 
not antagonistic,” he said. 


Because W. W. Orcutt, president of the 
Union Oil Company of California, stopped 
off at Salt Lake City, Utah, and spent some 
time with Independent oil dealers there, ru- 
mors are current that the Union will shortly 
open an agency at Salt Lake City for the 
sale of California oil products. 


Cleveland, O. 


PLAN BIG PUMPING STA- 
TION AT KERMIT, W. VA. 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

PARKERSBURG, W. VA., Nov. 5.—Fx- 
penditures said to aggregate $1,500,000 are to 
be made at and near Kermit, Mingo county, 
by the United Fuel Gas Co. A pumping sta- 
tion, one of the most powerful of its kind in 
the world, is to be constructed and a mam. 
moth machine shop to do all the company’s 
tool repairing, pipe cutting, etc., will be in- 
stalled. 

It is known that the United Fuel Gas Gas 
Co. is reaching out after new territory and 
that it has secured franchises at Louisville, 
Lexington and other Kentucky cities. To sup- 
ply these cities two new trunk lines are being 
laid, beginning at Kermit. One of these goes 
direct to Louisville and the other to Lexington. 
In the former 18-inch pipe is being used, and 
in the latter 10-inch pipe. 

Most of the wells in the Marrowbone field 
have but little natural pressure owing to the 
peculiarities in the rock formations, and for 
this reason the wells do not flow freely, al- 
though they contain great quantities of gas. 
Suction pumps will be used to bring out the 
gas and some idea of the extent of the work 
can be had when it is stated that the company 
has not less than 400 wells in the field, cover- 
ing more than 20 miles of territory. 

The company is now working more than 300 
men at and near Kermit, a majority of them 
being engaged in making ditches for the Louis- 
ville and Lexington lines. These lines are 
being laid about 30 feet apart, starting from 
Kermit, but it is stated that when the rough 
country is passed they will be placed in the 
same ditch. 


Bad Failure is in Prospect 
Near Collinsville, [linois 


(By Special Correspondent). 
CARLYLE, ILL., Nov. 6.—During the 


past month no big excitement has been stirred 
up in the oil game anywhere in Illinois by the 
wildeatters. It takes a good well in virgin 
territory to start a big show along the above 
lines. 

In western Illinois the well being drilled on 
the Stifel farm, northeast of Collinsville, in 
Madison county, is the stellar attraction. This 
test 1s being made for the Ohio by Marquis 
and Ewing, the drilling contractors of this 
city. Their original contract was for a hole 
1,800 feet deep. When this mark was passed 
without finding any oil the company decided to 
go deeper, therefore the drilling continues. A 
2,500 foot test will probably be made here. 
The failure to find the pay dirt is a keen dis- 
appointment to the speculators who rushed in 
that territory and obtained leases on the reg- 
ulation rental basis. They fully expected the 
well to be completed before any rentals were 
due, but all will now have to come across with 
a little cash or surrender their holdings. At 
the present time there are no favorable indi- 
cations for oil in the well. 


Since my last report three new producers 
have been brought in here and two new wells 


are now drilling. All of the new ones are in 
the shallow sand. At present there are 157 
producers in the field, and the production is 
holding up in a highly satisfactory manner. 
During the past few weeks the Ohio company 
has been working about twenty men and 
teams making excavations for large salt water 
basins on each lease. The salt water from the 
wells is turned into these ponds, allowed to 
stand and finally purifies itself. A number of 
basins have been in use for the past year, but 
the storage capacity was not large enough. 
This water formerly flowed into Beaver Creek, 
which drains the field and surrounding coun- 
try, and this creek empties into Shoal Creek. 
On this stream, and located about ten miles 
southwest of the field, is one of the main 
watering tanks on the Southern railroad. The 
company found that the water was unfit for 
steaming purposes. This was probably a year 
and a half ago. The railroad company sent a 
letter to the Ohio company and asked them to 
quit polluting the water of the creek. The 
settling basins for the salt water followed, and 
quite an improvement has been noted in the 
waters of both creeks. 

No. 28, on the Smith farm, seems to be a 
hoodoo for contractor Frank Brandeberry. He 
has been working faithfully on this well for 
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about four months. About the time he gets 
ready to complete his tools get fastened again. 

They are still plugging away in Bushey 
Mound township, Macoupin county, but re- 
sults are not satisfactory at all. A number of 
good wells have been drilled by the Impromptu 
Exploration Company on the Cash Rhodes 
farm. Mention was made of the last and best 
one in a former letter. The drilling in of this 
well stimulated the work of development and 
a number of wells have been completed since. 
All outside of the Rhodes farm have been dust- 
ers. This has given the prospecting a setback, 
but the shallow drilling is not very expensive 
and operations will probably be continued. 
Since the first excitement started over a year 
ago probably sixty or seventy wells have been 
drilled in various parts of Macoupin county 
and all outside of the one spot have been dry. 


WANT RANGER BACK. 

Frank B. Ranger, the man who put Carlyle 
on the oil map, is now operating down in the Ok- 
lahoma territory, making his headquarters at 
Tulsa. His wife was back here visiting friends 
here a few days ago and reports that her hus- 
band is having a good streak of luck in his 
new scene of operations. They have closed 
their home in Los Angeles, Cal., for a few 
months. Efforts are being made by a number 
of citizens of Greenville to induce him to re- 
turn to Illinois and make a gamble up in 
Bond county. They have several natural gas 
wells near Greenville. Before the boom down 
here in 1911 a well was brought in eight miles 
west of that city with a small showing. There 
was just enough to start some excitement, and 
fair cash bonuses were paid, but the subse- 
quent drilling developed only dusters. 

Some little excitement has been caused in 
the vicinity of Litchfield by a gas well on the 
farm of A. Rodenbeck, south of that city. It 
was lighted and burned briskly. The well is 
several miles from the one that furnished nat- 
ural gas for that city for four years after the 
discovery in 1882. 

Hubert Joseph Schlafly, of this city, who is 
enjoying a nice income from the oil wells 
on his eighty acre farm in the field here, and 
Miss Mary Ross Parker, of Bryan, Tex., were 
united in marriage Wednesday afternoon, Nov. 
sth, at the St. Joseph's church in Bryan, Tex. 
The two met while traveling abroad. The 
bridegroom has built the finest residence in 
Carlyle, and the newlyweds will be at home 
there after January Ist. Mr. Schlafly is a son 
of Fred Schlafly, president of the First Na- 
tional Bank, and holds the position of assist- 
ant cashier. 

The Ohio Oil Company ought to reward two 
of their employes here for saving them a loss 
of several thousand dollars. Lightning struck 
a tank containing 250 barrels of oil on the 
McCabe farm a few days ago. George Zieren, 
the pumper on duty at the time, and Thomas 
Flanagan, who is employed as carpenter, saw 
the blaze shooting up through the opening in 
the cover of the tank. Without stopping to 
think of the danger of an explosion they 
grabbed a wet blanket from a horse standing 
near, and spread it over the hole. This smoth- 
ered out the fire. A tank containing eight hun- 
dred barrels of oil besides the pump house and 
other tanks would have been destroyed. 

The widow of the late Louis Becker, the 
eccentric old German farmer who held on to 
the lease on his farm until he was paid a cash 
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bonus of thirty thousand dollars, now drives in 
the finest automobile in this locality, and one 
of the most modern in the country. 

Several weeks ago personal injury suits 
amounting to $8,200 were filed in the circuit 
court of Lawrence county against the Law- 
rence Gas Company. The suits were the se- 
quel to an explosion of natural gas in the 
Gusher restaurant in Lawrenceville on the 
morning of August 27th last. The Titus and 
Jones building was wrecked and adjoining 
buildings given a bad shake-up. Miss Eva Much- 
more died from the result of the burns re- 
ceived, and the coroner’s jury held that the 
explosion causing her death was due to a leaky 
gas main. The trials were set for the Octo- 
ber term of court. Most of the cases were 
compromised. Mrs. Ada York, who sued for 
$1,500, received $200; Orvin York, who asked 
$500, received $200; William Griggs received 
$1,100 for damages to his restaurant, stock and 
fixtures. Mrs. Arminta Griggs was the only 
one of the accident victims receiving perma- 
nent injuries, and until she has more fully re- 
covered it will be impossible to tell the real 
extent of the damages sustained. In her case 
an amended declaration was filed and the 
amount of damage sued for changed from 
$5,000 to $10,000. 

GETS A NINTH SAND. 

Denison township, in Lawrence county, 
which is the richest oil pool in the state, if not 
in the entire country, is always developing 
something new in the line of production. Five, 
six and eight different stratas of pay dirt have 
been found. The ninth was found during the 
past month, the shallowest of all. The Ohio 
Oil Company found the pay at 650 feet in 
their No. 34 on the Smith Neeley farm, and it 
is good for fifty barrels. This is the first good 
pay shallow sand found in the deep said dis- 
trict, and looks very much like that found up 
in Clarke county. 

The promised land between Lawrenceville 
and Vincennes looks more like a fizzle every 
day, and the real operators, speculators et al 
have the dumps as a consequence. This is the 
spot that caused the old heads to loosen up 
when the Ohio got a fairly good well on the 
Hebert farm. Since that time nothing but 
dry ones have been drilled, and the worst 
shock of all was given when a duster was 
drilled on the same farm. 

The Allendale pool in Wabash county re- 
fuses to spread out as usual. The latest disap- 
pointment was on the W. A. Andrews farm, 
a little over a mile northwest of the Biehl well, 
the initial producer. The Ohio got a duster 
at the depth where the grease should have 
been found. The Ohio has been letting go of 
their leases in that county in large blocks dur- 
ing the past few weeks. 

Efforts are going to be made by the Ohio to 
connect the Carlyle and Sandoval pools by 
drilling a well north of Ferrin, in Meridian 
township, which is about midway between the 
two pools. Leases have been obtained on about 
4,000 acres of land, but operations are being 
held up by several obstinate landowners who 
want a bonus. Strange to say the Kaskaskia 
River, which flows by the eastern limits of the 
city of Carlyle, has been the limit for drilling 
operations toward the east since Ranger 
brought in the first well on the Smith farm. 
A strip of territory over ten miles long, east 
and west, and about the same in width, and all 
in Clinton county, has never been touched with 


a drill. And part of this territory is on a bee 
line between the two rich pools of oil. During 
all of the excitement here in 1911 no operator 
could be persuaded to make a test across the 
river to the east of Carlyle or any other town- 
ship. The Ohio may pick up the connecting 
link at their Ferrin well. 

The new Shelburn pool, in Sullivan county, 
Indiana, is still attracting much attention. Fine 
wells are being brought in on farms in the de- 
fined territory, but it is not spreading out like 
the operators want. The original producers 
are holding up well, but the numerous dry 
holes surrounding the pool are very discourag- 
ing. 

\ll arrangements have been practically com- 
pleted for a wildeat test to be made in Irish- 
town township, about nine miles northeast of 
Carlyle. Landowners up there have formed a 
pool and put up the money for two tests, if all 
reports are true. The drilling is to be done by 
Riemann and Stephens, of Trenton. 


STRAUSS LEAVES THE 
GULF OIL INTERESTS 


Was Popular Head of their North 


Texas Land Department 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS, Nov. 1.— 


One of the great surprises of the past month 
was the news of the resignation of J. C. 
Strauss, the popular manager of the North 
Texas district for the J. M. Guffey Petroleum 
Company. 

Mr. Strauss was one of the pioneers of this 
field, and was an able and efficient man. He 
first was in the land department and _ later 
took charge of the entire district and gave the 
company two years of honest, faithful serv- 
ice. He was an approachable and lovable 
fellow and was true blue, never too busy to 
see any one who had business with the com- 
pany, and was always courteous. He could 
refuse to buy a lease from you and make you 
glad that he had done it. But his chief at- 
traction was his absolute honesty and square 
dealings with all who had business with him 
or his company. He did not get into the 
running here until prices had been raised, but 
his showing has been little short of marvel- 
ous. The company’s production now is some- 
thing over three thousand barrels per day 
and is valued at over a million and a half 
dollars. 

Mr. Strauss leaves the company November 
3 after five years’ faithful service with their 
best wishes for his success in the future. 

We will miss you, old man, in the Guffey 
office, made popular by your magnetism, but 
we are glad that you are making the break 
for yourself. As you have been trained along 
the successful lines, you will make a success 
of the new business that is old to you but 
along different lines. 

Mr. Strauss is a member of the Chamber 
of Commerce of this city. 

Bruce Larkin takes Mr. Strauss’ place. Mr. 
Larkin is on the job and we extend him the 
glad hand of fellowship and trust that he 
will be eminently successful. 


W. G. L. 
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What Bill is Thankful for in North Texas Oil 


Sees 110 Mile Extension to Electra Into Shackelford 
County Where Two Good Wells have Come in 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS, Nov. 8. 
\t one time I had the temerity to give voice 

to the thought that, aceording to the signs, 
such as split skirts, clinging gowns and _ the 
cricket sitting under a chip instead of bur- 
rowing down into the ground, that we would 
have a mild Winter and a late Fall. But as 
usual I was wrong. The Leg-I-see (Legacy) 
of the false prophet is sometimes ostracism, 
and not being from Missouri I cannot ask t 
be shown whether they are varn or silk. At 
any rate the trees in their nudeness hide their 
bare limbs behind a few flittering leaves while 
the hands of the clock work out the short days 
and long nights of Thanksgiving time. As one 
of the North Texas Oil men I have some 
things to be thankful for. 

Thankful for the best friends that ever 
human had. 

Thankful for the health and disposition to 
enjoy the world as | have found 
it. 

Thankful that I am not rich, if I was I 
would be thankful that I was, and 
do something for the cause of 


humanity. 

Thankful that I voted for the commission 
government of Wichita Falls, last 
election, next election and for all 
elections to come. 

Thankful for the Fall roses in Texas, the 
most beautiful we have ever had. 

Thankful for this great oil field and glad 
that our friend, J. D. R., does not 
own or control it, for if he did 
we would starve. 

Thankful for the turkey sent to me by an 


unknown donor, and when he gets 
ripe and juicy Iwill ask the bless- 
ing of an all wise Father to care 
for the donor, and to inform him 
that next year I hope to be at 
1104 Burnett street. 

Thankful for every good act I have done in 
the past year, if any, and regret- 
ful for any injuries I have done 
either by thought or word to any 
man. 

Thankful for a good, generous bank which 
loans me money when I want it, 
and still smiles at me when it 
meets me on the street. 

There are quite a lot of things to be thank- 
ful for, and while so much has been said, and 
reiterated there is still some class to this oil 
field. Ever growing larger, eternally changing 
its limits and confines, a little world in itself 
with men, whom God in designing was over 
careful and made them large and rugged like 
the mountains of the East where so many of 
them were reared. 

The most interesting feature of this field 
for last month was the W. B. Honaker well, 
owned by the Producers Oil Company, which 
actually made 200 barrels per day at a depth 
of 790 feet. The other interesting part of this 
report is detailed further on and that is the 
extension of this field one hundred and ten 
miles, for there will come a time when these 


two points will connect up and be one con- 
tinuous field from the Kansas line to the Gulf. 
\nd | am not dreaming either. Talk about 
that old guy back in the pages of the Good 
Book smiting the rocks and bringing forth 
rivers of oil. Great guns, when some one 
smites the Geology (I call it geology since my 
friend Yancy is here) they not only get rivers 
of oil but oceans. Go to it and see if I care. 


SHACKLEFORD COUNTY. 


One of the most important strikes, since the 
Burkburnett fields was opened over two years 
ago, was the well that came in the week of 
Oct. 30th near Moran, Shackleford County. 
This is one hundred and ten miles southwest 
of the Electra field, and on nearly a 22% de- 
gree line northeast and southwest using Elec- 
tra and Moran as the points. The well is lo- 
cated on the Edwards farm, being survey No. 
38 of the Texas Land and Emigration Com- 
pany, and is owned by the Producers Oil Com- 
pany. 

This company has under lease in one block 
something like one hundred and fifty thousand 
acres. The land was leased, some of it, over 
two years ago and they have been paying 
rental on it ever since, making it a very expen- 
sive proposition. They have I think about 


eleven wells around and adjoining this new 
strike. The Producers Oil Company found a 
gas well near Moran two years ago and they 
have been hunting the parallel streak of oil 
that has always been found since the beginning 
of the industry. Their patience and_ their 
efforts have been rewarded in the bringing in 
of the Edwards well and now on top of this 
comes the report that they have another well 
on the Wiles farm that is said to be spraying 
oil. 

soth of these wells are about 2,000 feet 
deep, and are some distance apart. The Ed- 
wards well is estimated at 200 barrels per 
day and the Wiles has been estimated at from 
10 to 100 barrels per day. The Producers Oil 
Company have shipped from Electra three 
1,600 barrel tanks and 1,200, to 
take care of the oil. As these figures so far 
are only estimated we will have to wait until 
they are saving the production before their 
actual capacity is known. 

In this particular district the Producers Oil 
Company have again demonstrated to the pub- 
lic that they have it on the officials of the C. 
P. Co. in this instance, just as someone else 
had it on them when the Miller strike was 
made. In both cases the C. P. Co. has practi- 
cally no acreage at either point. 


Big Biblical Sensation r 
Eve Lived in North Texas 


(By Special Correspondent). 

WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS, Nov. 1.— 
Eureka! The location of the Garden of Eden 
has at last been discovered. It has been “sus- 
picioned” for some time, but it has never been 
fixed definitely until the writer, through delv- 
ing in archaeology, established its location be- 
yond a doubt. 

Archaeologists in the past have never for a 
moment doubted that it was in Texas, but the 
exact spot—aye, that is the point. In the first 
place, we are going to deny that the fig tree 
has anything to do with its geographical 
status, after we establish the fact that it has 
not, we will then demonstrate that we have 
the only sure and proven place for the crea- 
tion. 

Eve was not a large woman, as many sup- 
pose, for Adam looked at her and said, or at 
least should have said, “Oh, Eve, thou art 
beautiful,” and judging from what we like 
today, she did not weigh over 200 pounds and 
possibly only about 140 pounds. If Adam had 
been onto his job he would have weighed Eve 
on the scales that dropped from his eyes after 
he had participated at the banquet, then he 
would have established a weight for all future 
generations. In regard to her size, I will 
leave it to you. But I say she was small. 
Granted. Being small, she did not need one 
of those great big fig leaves for a gown. 
Nowadays one of those leaves would make a 
woman a whole wardrobe full of clothes. Am 
I right? I am. 


Now Adam and Eve being just a boy and 
a girl needed a large range that they might 
grow and develop into the grandma and the 
grandpa of millions and millions. When one 
contemplates the number of grandchildren 
they have it seems a sight. So, as I said be- 
fore, they required a large range to run over. 
The climate had to be temperate, for that 
was before we had so many cotton gins, or 
before the spinning wheel. It had to be con- 
ducive to nourishing plant life and animal life 
for having eaten the fruit they were only 
human. 

In view of all the foregoing were therefore 
set forth that the climate here is ideal for 
Adam and his sweet young wife. The fruit 
that Eve handed Adam was beyond peradven- 
ture an Alberta peach, to be plain and an 
adjective is necessary, I don’t blame Adam 
a-dam bit for grabbing that Alberta, and if 
they were to go farther in Holy Writ it 
would have been reported that that night 
Adam robbed the orchard. Honestly, did you 
ever eat one of those Albertas just fresh 
from the tree with the dew drops standing 
out like diamonds? If you did you will 
understand why the creation was here as this 
is the only place in the whole world that 
fruit grows that is fit for the Gods and the 
chosen. We have therefore shown that this is 
the place that the orchard existed. 

Now shortly after this time Micah said: 
“Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of 
rams, or ten thousand rivers of oil?” That 
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was rather queer in Micah asking that ques- 
tion, for both of these articles, the rams and 
the oil, are so plentiful here that the Lord 
could have either or both. It was this North 
Texas oil that Moses washed his face in and 
made it so shine that the children of Israel 
could not look into it. This is another strong 
piece of evidence that the Garden of Eden 
was located in North Texas. 


Eve’s garb is still unaccounted for. Well 
the evidence is conclusive that she used cot- 
ton wood leaves, three leaves and her smile 
was a wonderfully beautiful garb in the fall 
time, when the leaves begin to fall.» Now 
we have her dressed. 


The proof of the location is the last mortise 
to be made into which all others dovetail. I 
have set a stone in the place where the garden 
and the home of Adam and Eve was. It is 
just five miles south of the city of Wichita 
Falls, near the point where Holiday creek 
enters that beautiful lake of Wichita. This 
is the place where the wild flowers bloom 
and shed their fragrance, where the magnolias 
grow, and the sweet-voiced lark sings his 
lullaby to his nestlings, the place where the 
ivy and the myrtle wrap their verdant beauty 
around the decadent forest giant. Eve's foot- 


steps are there. The proof is_ positive. 
Wichita Falls is the old time Garden of Eden. 
W. G. L. 


\nd still they come. M. L. Requa, of San 
Francisco, Cal., has been here for the past 
week looking over the geological folds of 
Texas. Mr. Requa is also an expert on munic- 
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ipal government, but I explained to him that 
the nesters of these diggings had given me the 
worst wollop a man ever got, who really and 
truly had a good idea for efficiency on the city 
government. Again I say, Mr. Requa, “Your 
seeds will fall here on desert soil, take my ad- 
vise and stick to oil. We are glad to have you 
with us and give us advice because we want 
you to be happy.” 


Verily the day of the Standard Oil Com- 
pany seemeth to be at hand. With the Royal 
Dutch Shell crowd in California, and the Pro- 
ducers Oil Company in Texas, and Oklahoma, 


11 


and the independents in the eastern states, it 
looks as if to stay at the top, as of yore, is to 
employ bigger men and go out into the virgin 
fields after something big. 


Cadillac, Mich., citizens have formed the 
Cadillac Gas & Oil Company, capitalized at 
$20,000, and will submit land in Cadillac 
and vicinity to a thorough test for oil. The 
first well will probably be drillea almost in 
the heart of the city itself. Practically every 
acre of land in the immediate neighborhood 
of Cadillac has been leased by the new com- 
pany. 


Cuisine Excellent 


When in Wichita Falls, Texas, stop at the 
WESTLAND HOTEL (European) 


Rates Reasonable 


Hungarian Orchestra 


Capital - 
Surplus” - 


ESTABLISHED 1884 


The First National Bank of Wichita Falls, Texas 


- $100,000 
- 130,000 


Located in the center of the North Texas Oil Fields 


WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS 


Wichita Falls, exas 


“THE BUSIEST AND BEST BUILT CITY IN TEXAS” 


Population increase 1900-1910, 230 per cent 
Growing faster now than ever before 


A CERTAIN INDUSTRIAL CENTER— 


Forty Manufacturing Plants in successful operation—opportunity for more—Six Railroads—Low Freight Rates— 
Large Trade Territory—No competing city within 100 miles. 


An enormous coal deposit is 
found at New Castle, 50 miles 
south, and is supplied manu- | @ 
facturers at an extremely low 


WICHITA 
2x7 MILES 
se 3200 ACRES 


LET US SHOW YOU— 


Coal—Oil—Water—Natural Gas 


LAKE Three distinct oi! fields in 
county, present daily produc- 
tion over 30,000 barrels. 
Development just begun. 


One of the largest gas fields 
in the South where single 
@ | wells produce from 40 to 50 
million feet daily, 4 cts. per 
thousand. 


“HIT THE TRAIL FOR WICHITA” 


Healthful Climate—Altitude 958 Feet—Few Extremes of Temperature—Good Schools—Fine Churches—Parks— 
Well Kept Streets—Amusement Resort 


EXCELLENT FIELD FOR REFINERY 


“OBEY THE IMPULSE” 


WwiteThe Charmber of Commerce 
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“Dutch” Disappears as Suit 
For Damages is Talked of 


\ll people on this earth are not good people, 
neither are they all bad. But there is no one 
who is wholy bad, for in every man there is a 
great highway to his heart if we but try and 
find it. Im some cases it 1s over-grown with 
weeds and cactus, but it is there as is attested 
by the treatment of Dutch 


He was a down 


just at the time when he was most boastful of 


strong man who was cut 


his strength. That is one thing that grips you 
and will get under the toughest skin. It re- 
quires a touch of pathos to make us brothers. 


It is the animal instinct in the dog that 
makes him love his best friend. 


think we 


Sometimes | 
all had 
Dutch looks at 
Fred Weeks with the admiration and the ven- 
eration of a child for his father. For Weeks 
has been so good and kind to the poor par- 


would be better off if we 


That is why 


more dog in us 


alyzed boy who was injured on the Magnoha 
company’s main pipe line, and who was re- 
fused help by that company. 

The story of Dutch is as interesting and as 
changing as the pictures on the screens of our 
motion picture plays. It is pathetic to see him 
smile, and to pat you on the back when you 
have treated him as a human being. It stirs 
the man in you if any one speaks cross to him, 
for he sneaks off with a most dejected look 
So I say that it is the one most beautiful act 
in Fred Weeks’ life that he has cared for this 
boy’s comfort. 

The News was being 
read at 26 Broadway with the first account of 
the fruitless effort that made to 
Dutch a producer, instead of a 


National Petroleum 
make 
dependent 
consumer, when a friend of the writer’s hap- 
pened in. 


was 


It was a story of a human derelict, 


yet “26's” attitude showed that there was still 


left in their bosoms a heart and not a stone 
as is usually thought, for they were indeed 
sorry, not to any degree of, say $500 worth, so 
it appeared at that moment, yet they were 
sorry. They had not looked on this hopeless 
cripple as if he were their own boy. Aye, that 
is the rub. Dutch is son. His 
mother’s feeling may not be tuned as high as 


someone's 


the mothers who have sons on Broadway, but 
the animal instinct, or the natura! mother’s in- 
stinct, fs not taught at colleges nor universities, 
for it is God given. 

This boy wants to work, for on every occa- 
sion he will with his only good hand try to 
help those whom he loves. 

Now Dutch is gone. 
him. 


We are trying to locate 
We are all at a loss to know whether he 
left of whether he was 
spirited away by those who are only interested 


his own accord, or 


in seeing the statutes of limitation run against 
his claims for damages. 
for ten days. 


He has not been seen 
The kidnapping theory seems to 
be well founded, since the sunstroke theory, 
that had been advanced to explain his injuries, 
has been blown up, for we have proof positive 
that his shoulder broken at the 
time, and no one has ever heard of a sunstroke 
breaking bones. 


was same 
Hence the oil men here, who 
have aided Dutch, have argued that there is a 
responsibility attached to the company that 
had employed him. A damage suit was liable 
to be started for the recovery of a sum in 
keeping with this condition. We = sincerely 
hope that we are wrong and that Dutch will 
be back in time to save his case. I would just 
as soon, as not, leave this to the laws and the 
mills of God that are slow, vet grind exceed- 
ing fine, but it will take too long and it is the 
earthly satisfaction that we want. 


W. G. L. 


“Tooley” the Roughneck Comes in 
on His “Chicken” too Strong 


“rough neck,” “drill- 
er servant,” or a 


E was a “tooley,”’ 
“wart hog;” they 
But this one 
made the claim that is so often made in the 


are one and the same. 


oil country that he was working just to wear 
out his old clothes, for his parents were rich. 
He also parted his hair in the middle, and it 
But the 
curly hair and the part was a combination 


curiled, hence the name Curley. 
that worked a hardship on him with the old- 
with 
When his salve can was packed 


timers, but which was a trump card 


the “hashers.” 
by the “loidy” 


the football rush to the eats and get 


who says, when you maka 
your 
seat, “ham, lamb, bull or mackrel” (if it hap- 
pened to be Friday), it was always filled with 
You could al- 


most identify the brand of talcum powder she 


the delicacies of the season. 


She had been 
won by his curly hair, and, like Desdemona, 


used by the smell of the bread. 


by the hair-breadth escapes, he had had after 
he had left home in a peeved condition. Yet 
it was his well developed pride that restrained 


him from going back to Brussels carpet and 


the fatted heifer. 
dust). 


(And this is not heifer 

In the beginning he had romped away with 
her heart, and left it in a diseased condition, 
so much so, that it only performed its func- 
tion when his curly head nestled on 
breast and he looked into her eyes. 


her 
And then 
he would slobber how beautiful the “woild” 
is. But on the other hand, how unromantic 
was the driller that little “Curly locks” had to 
labor with for twelve hours per day. Why, 
that driller had actually told him on many oc- 
casions, when he let the water get out of the 
first gage, that when the devil would get him 
he would have to hang him up to dry for at 
least a month, for he would sweat out the fires 
of hell, he was so all-fired green. Called him 
a sap head and it is not reported that he had 
a cold in his head. 

At any rate, she mooned, and he mooned. 
He thought her love for cub was real, yet 
she knew what his love for chicken was, for 
this was not the first boarding house that she 
had beat the “Callus, that the yoke had made 


Cleveland, O 


on the Ox, until it was tender and juicy, and 
served it as sirloin. And when Curly got his 
wires twisted and his stories did not dove- 
tail, she, being a wise “biscuit shooter,” began 
visions of bare floors instead of art 
squares, calico dresses instead of satin gowns, 
and the day coach at night instead of the 
sleeping car. But still she let him LIE. But 
when Curly began to tell her of touring Eu- 
rope, and smelling Venice, the Cuban Isles in 
winter and the snow-clad mountains of Colo- 
rado in the summer, she said in 


to see 


hashhouse 
sarcasm, “Cheese it, kid, your pipe has gone 
out. Your dream has been real, so real that 
when you first told me your stories I felt as 
if some one was pouring rice down me ver- 
tebry, but you have let out about a foot too 
much screw and your bit is battered so you 
may kick on the bull rope and listen to muh. 
“You told me once that your parental home 
was up in the Cheat mountains (Cheat is 
right), where my angel face would be mir- 
rored in the mounting streams. Again you 
said that along the banks of the turbulent 
Ohio river, your parents lived, we 
would listen to its mighty roar and forget 
the horrors it concealed. At another time, 
when the fire in your pipe was at its best, you 
spoke of the dear folks at home on the broad 
fields of Illinois. Oh, as a relater of fairy 
stories you had Munchausen looking like a 
has-been. But here and now I want you to 
know that I would rather be a hasher the rest 
of my life, and continue to put flies in raisen 
pie so it would look like dried currant pie; 
yes, | would rather take the cleaver and cut 
the beefsteak from between the horns of a 
mooley cow for a lot of rough-necks, than to 
take a chance of eating your imagination. 
You have called me ‘Angel face,’ but it is a 
face that must be fed. 


where 


Begone, before I smear 

the hemlock wall with your countenance.” 
Afterword. 

memory. 


\ good liar requires a good 


MARY IS CAUTIOUS 
WITH PHONE NO. 


sill wrote an ode to Mary, her slit skirt 
and what it didn’t hide, and Mary certainly 
deserved all the nice things he said, accord- 
ing to Bill. We gently chided Bill because 
his wife was away, and asked a perfectly 
human question, we leave it to you if it 
wasn’t human. As Mary didn’t have a last 
naturally assumed 
number—why not, 
way Bill treats us: 
Wichita Falls, Tex., Nov. 2. 
My Dear Editor :— 


name we 
phone 


had a 
the 


she 


and _ here’s 


Mary begs me to advise you, that she wishes 
to withhold her telephone number on account 
of your well-known modesty. She insists that 
you would sew up the slit in her gown and 
look the other way while so engaged. She 
prefers us rough necks, (no unkind thoughts 
meant for Eddy Morgan, who would not care 
if Mary’s gown was slit to her lavallier, (what- 
ever that is). 

I regret, my dear Editor, to pen you these 
cruel lines, for heretofore we all 
lieved you human. 


be- 
But Mary evidently has 
other “views?” and dictates these disappoint- 
ing words. 

Sincerely Yours, 
Bill. 
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Stringer of Tools Hooks up Words in Apt Phrases 


Charley McLaughlin Puts it Over 
in Rhetoric 


OST of the boys who made the trip 
to old Hot Winds, Kansas, when oil 
was first discovered there will re- 

member that the ones who had either 
a round trip ticket or the where-with- 
all to get back to the — sun-kissed 
mountains of Pennsylvania were the boys who 
were happy. For they could and did leave for 
home soon after finding that the stuff was 
not there, nor never has been there since, as 
far as that is concerned. 

The hero of this sketch was oné of those 
“Foolish Virgins” that the Good Book speaks 
of. He had made the trip to Kansas in a 
Pullman car, but as far as he was concerned 
old man Pullman might as well still be dream- 
ing of the comforts of his car, for without 
the price to ride and enough to tip the porter, 
he was no better off than a tramp. Weston 
had made the coast to coast tramp, and he 
was much older than this man, so why worry? 
He did not care to make any new records 
unless it was a record of making the greatest 
distance on the least to eat. 

When he hit Kansas City, footsore and 
weary, his search revealed to him that he 
was in possession of just one lonely “four- 
bit” piece and eleven hundred miles inter- 
vened between him and a sure enough meal 
ticket. He was debating whether he would 
eat a la carte, or eat a cart, or table de hote, 
or hit a back door, when a poor blind fellow 
heard his footsteps, or his murmurings, and 
with the grace of long experience shoved a 
talon-like hand out for alms? Mac looked 
into his sightless eyes and with the smile of 
the martyr dug deep into his jeans for that 
lonely four-bit piece and said: “Take it, old 
man, it is all I have, but I can see to steal 
and you can’t.” 

Charles McLaughlin, philosopher, epigram- 
matic driller, contractor and humorist, was 
born August 31, 1862, on Oil Creek, therefore 
he is 51 years old. From the time of his 
birth to the present time he has been active 
in making oil country history. 

It is a great privilege to write about a man 
who has helped to build all the hemlock cities 
in three states, famed for their chivalry and 
their drinks the world over. I might men- 
tion that he also helped to build the rag 
cities of West Virginia. (We of course mean 
the cities of tents.) He has done everything 
that a human could in the oil country from 
roustabout to oil producer. I knew him best 
when he was a contractor and driller in the 
mountain state. It was there that I listened 
with interest to his quaint philosophy and his 
epigrams. A few follow: 

“IT am sorry ten dollars worth, how 
sorry are you?” 

“Why raise girls to be rich men’s 
servants?” 

When a minister saw a pair of old horses 
laboring to pull a load over a muddy road, 
while he sat behind a fat, slick horse, he said: 
“Ah those horses will have to have more 
grain?” Mac said: “Maybe the parish does 
not feed those horses?” 


Charles McLaughlin. 
Buchannon, West Virginia. 


“T wish I had two hundred million dol- 
lars. I would employ all the laboring 
men and women of America for a year 
that it would employ. I would make those 
rich guys work that year.” 

When trying to hire a girl to do the house- 
work while his wife was sick he was always 
asked how many children he had. He had 
two. Upon learning that the girls would 
find an excuse not to come. Finally in 
desperation he answered the question? “Yes, 
I have two children, but if you will come 
and work for me I will kill them both.” 

1 could fill many times the allotted space 
with his snappy sayings for I know a lot of 
things about him and some of them must be 
told. I know that a man who wears his 
heart on his sleeve, as Mac does, will have a 
berth on the limited train straight into glory. 
But if the brakes should not work and the 
train would, and Mac be carried down to the 
home of the guy with the red tights, that old 
cloven-hoof boy would look over the scars 
that are still red and aggravated from the 
fryings that Mac has received on two oc- 
casions, and wave his hands to his impish 
valet and say: “When the flowing wells of 
West Virginia could not fry Mac, or the boil- 
ing water from the exhaust could not kill him 
to death, I have no chance.” 

And when you see the scars resulting from 
these frightful experiences you will remem- 


ber the stanza from the “Oil Country 


Derelict” : 

“Look, my eyes have been burned twice; look, 
two fingers are gone, 

And that grewsome scar on my left cheek is 
where the spudding shoe cleft to the bone. 

Each one a brand of the devilish land where 

I fought and lost the game.” 

And wonder how man came through the 
ordeal with any degree of humor or life in 
his body. 

Mac has laid the temper screw aside, the 
anvil’s ring is not heard from his office in 
Buchannon, West Virginia, where he is busy 
looking after the comfort of the gas con- 


Sets them all a-Guessing when He 


Uses his Wit 


sumers who are hooked up with the Eastern 
Oil Company's gas line. I know that they are 
well cared for for he knows the game from 
the meter to the regulator, and from the 
regulator to the well. 

Oh I know that he is lonesome. I know 
that out there at Buchannon he misses the 
boys who could tell a good story and listen 
to one. I know that although his friends are 
numbered by the score in that city, yet there 
is a vacancy in his life that nothing in the 
world will fill but the grin and the hand- 
shake of the boys who have grabbed the same 
temper-screw and have sledged on the same 
bit. 

I presume that hanging away back in the 
closet of Mac’s home are the old mud- 
splattered hat and the grease spangled overalls, 
and somewhere near them are the old yaller 
laced boots. These are relics of the happy 
days gone by; remembrances of the days 
when the smell of the new Manila was as 
sweet incense to his nostrils, when the cough 
of the engine, the samp of the mighty drill 
as it ripped, plunged and beat a hole through 
the earth’s foundation was tuned in harmony 
with his rugged thoughts. They were happy 
days and nights. Yet they had their hard- 
ships as well, for after plunging through the 
snow and ice to a well far up on the moun- 
tain side, sometimes you got there to find the 
gas line frozen and the only heat you had 
was what you made with your sulphurous 
remarks. 

But those days are gone for Mac. With 
his interests and his salary his pathway seems 
to have turned in pleasant places. The charm 
of the evenings at home, be-gowned and be- 
slippered, is a well-earned happiness, and when 
the coo-coo clock coo-coo’s his eighth time 
it is the ostermoor for Mack. 

W. G. L. 

Once in a great while we lose a real good 
man from this field. He got his name in the 
paper a couple of times with his management 
of a little car that he had. But outside of be- 
in reckless Pete Adsit was all wool and a yard 
wide. I think that his button-holes were silk 
if that will lend any charm to Pete. We are 
going to miss his sad face, but what we have 
lost Ardmore has gained, as he takes charge 
of the Twin State Oil Company’s business 
in Healdton district. Good luck and suc- 
cess old pal. I will be over and help make 
your meal ticket look like a lace curtain. 


The Ensign Oil Company, Norristown, Pa. 
manufacturers of natural gas gasoline, is con- 
templating the erection of an additional plant 
at either New Lexington or Junction City, 
Ohio. The Ensign company already has plants 
at Norristown, Rambo, Berwyn, Port Provi- 
dence, Lewistown and Sunbury, Pa. 


The name of the Consumers’ Oil Com- 
pany, of Marshalltown, Iowa, was changed 


to the Royal Oil Company at a recent meet- 
ing of the stockholders. 
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NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS. 


Some Welcoming Wallops in North Texas 


Well she’s home, the litth rover, after 
spending two and one-half months in Penn 
Ivania, Ohio and Indiana, tired but happy 


Comes back with the same sweet smile and 
radiates through the former empty rooms, 
reaching far into the corners where dust and 

bwebs have gathered since she left, that 
makes the webs shine like silken threads, and 
the dust gleam like yellow gold. She is my 
Ca 


clerk, chef and maid. But the greatest 


leal of a diplomat, my ideal of a financier, my 
deal 


of all she is my ideal of the home maker, the 
home companion, whose smile has been the 
eighth wonder of the world, so I say, and the 
face of an angel. She came in last week, 
and since then the roses have been blooming 
a fragrant welcome. On my desk I see their 
heauty and breathe their fragrance. If I had 
nothing else but her, Croesus would indeed 
look like a peasant. No more of this wife-to- 
the-country-hurray business for mine. 


Hi. W. Black, from Worcester, Mass., sales 
manager for the Wright Wire Rope Co., has 
heen in Wichita Falls the week ending Octo- 
ber 15. Mr. Black was amazed at the magni- 
tude of the North Texas oil field. He com- 
plained that the only newspapers of Texas 
did not give it much space, hence his surprise. 
As the Pacitic coast gentlemen have made the 
same complaint it seems to me that there is a 
moral to this that in order to get’ the news, 
vou had better subscribe for the National 
Petroleum News, and get the facts and the 
class all at the same time 


John (Cupid) O'Donahue has been in 
Wichita Falls for the past few days. Here- 
tofore John has been too d ~ thin to be what 
you would call handsome. Lately he has taken 
on some flesh, and the writer of these lines 
now is worried for fear he will rival him in 
some of the beauty contests. I never did care 
about pretty teeth, or a pretty face, all in the 
world I have ever wanted was to keep the 
magnificent form that I possess. All the O's 
and the Micks in the world cannot take that 


away trom me. 


George Grey, of Tulsa, one of the early 
pioneers of the North Texas oil field, spent 
the last week in Wichita Falls, Tex. Mr. Grey 
and the J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co. are going 
to drill a well on the L. P. Rule farm, known 
on the map as the W. W. Carroll survey. The 
location is in the northeast corner of the land. 


John M. Clover, of the Worth Oil Co., has 
been here to see the drilling in of their No. 
2 on the Mertens farm. This well is as good 
as their No. 1, and showed an initial produc- 
tion of 175 barrels. The Worth Oil Co. is 
composed of men from Emlenton, Pa., and we 
are indeed glad to see the boys doing so 
well. Mr. Clover is the individual owner of 
three hundred acres in the Burkburnett field 
that looks like a hundred per cent piece of 
land at this writing. 


Well, it came as a shock, like a bolt from 
the clear blue sky. Yet it came without warn- 
ing, other than the delightful strains of the 
wedding march. I know that you couldn't 
guess who it was in years, not in five hundred 
guesses, so there will be no use of asking 
you to guess. It was none other than that 
confirmed old bachelor, Harry Heasly, one of 
the most princely fellows who ever lived He 
married October 16 at Denver, Colorado. The 
lucky girl was an old companion back in Em- 
lenton, Pa., Miss Nell Porterfield. We did 
not know a thing about it until they had 
passed through our city to Galveston, on their 
way to the canal zone. But here is where 
we go on record as among the first to wish 
them a happy honeymoon, and a life filled with 
all the joys. I have known Harry Heasly for 
50 years. No, I am lying, I don’t believe that 
it is over 40 years, and in all that time I have 
known nothing but the best of him. He is 
one of the few men who do not have a 
wrong side, he is all good side and right side. 
I knew Mrs. Heasly back in Emlenton when 
she was a girl, and knowing them both as I do 
I predict a life of happiness. Across the 
briny deep we extend our congratulations 
Shake, old pal. 

We had Ringling Brothers’ circus here last 
week, Ott Holerin and the little Holerins were 
down to see it. We all like Ott, but think he 
is carrying a joke a little too far when he and 
his two boys followed the caliope all morning 
and then said he did it to show the boys a 
good time. If Ott would fess up he would 
say that he followed the show wagons for his 
own amusement and took the kids along for 
an excuse. When the next show comes here 
I am going to borrow one of Ott’s kids so | 
can see them unload and load. And to insure 
against failure I will say that it is a mighty 
mean man who won't loan one of his kids to 
an old friend on circus day. 


Mr. Yancy, the scientist from the coast, is 
still with us. They expect to do some de- 
velopment work in the near future. If the 
Pacific coast has any more men like Mr. 
Yancy we are willing to take them off their 
hands, and divide our meal ticket with them. 


Still they come. If this keeps up we will 
have the whole Pacific coast depopulated. T. 
C. Petersen is here representing the Peerless 
Oil Co. which operates in the Kern river and 
the Coalinga fields in California. This par- 
ticular company has been very successful, as 
they have paid in dividends one million three 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars. At this 
writing they are paying one hundred thou- 
sand dollars per month. When the price of 
oil out there is considered this is a record 
to be proud of. 


The only objection that the writer has to 
those disappearing beds in the modern flat, is 
that when he kneels by his bedside before 
retiring he has to lie flat on his stomach. Now, 


Cleveland, O. 


for a fat man, this is neither a devout attitude, 
nor a graceful one. The fact of the matter is 
the beds will have to be elevated or the pray 
ers discontinued. 


UXTRA! UXTRA! UXTRA! 
All About a Case of Bad Judgment. 
(Act One) 

In one of the large intermediate sky-scrapers 
in Tulsa the Texas Oil Co. has its office and 
the superintendent is in charge. 

(Act Two) 

This office is an information bureau, is it 
not? Yes, it is not. But A. V. Bourque 
says it has a fine view of the river, has it? 
Yes, it has. But when the correspondent 
wants any other simple little thing, such as 
“How much production ‘hast thou,’ boo boo?” 
“Leave my presence,” says the great chief. 

(Act Three) 

Bourque was unkind enough to say that in 
order to get anything out of this oyster it 
was essential to carry with you a hypodermic, 
14 ounces of salts, twelve boxes of cascarets, 
and then it was doubtful. Now I have the 
same thing here, but I am not rude enough 
to say anything about it, hence happiness. 

(Act Four) 
Said the superintendent: “If that guy 


comes back into this office he will be trown 
down. stairs.” 
(Act Five) 

This is where the bad judgment ot tne 
super comes in. This did not happen, but this 
is what would happen when the “trowing” 
down stairs is started. (Scene 14) A large 
coterie of the office force gathered around an 
inanimate object that bears a striking re- 
semblance to their former boss, battered to a 
pulp. The throwee is stepping around with 
other chips on his shoulder, waiting the ver- 
dict of the attending physician. Curtain goes 
down to the chant, “He was once a good old 
rag, but he done used bad judgment.” 

L’ Envoi. Because a fellow wears a boy's 
size suit, does not mean that the little suit 
does not cover a “bear cat.” 


The following is an exact copy of a letter 
received by one of the large oil companies 
operating here: 


octo 22 1913. 

Mr Grabber Oil Co i past there the other 
day i got your address i think i can Be a good 
heper on the oil field i can lede the streme in a 
lake of oil i have too or three prapasions they 
are good they have leace 4 miles east of town 
of B—— texas the best are round town if you 
think you can come down if do come down 
and my grandson got a good buggy and harse 
he cepe books in the hardWare store my son 
w s D——— mr grabby i am nat any froad 
now if you want a good praposition i shore 
got it you excuese j a D—— 

B——— texas. 
my writing 

i got good prapisition too 200 miles frome 
here i want a man got money they are so many 
froads now you know that too 

j a D— 
you excuse my writing. 
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Prairie will be Barred trom 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

BARTLESVILLE, OKLA., Nov. 5.— 
\Ithough the Prairie Oil & Gas Company won 
its bet in the Osage, the department approving 
its bid on 400 acres of the 12.000 offered on 
the 29th of September, it can be said with 
perfect accuracy that the Prairie bid on the 
lands under protest and is opposed to the 
department’s system of leasing these lands. 
My authority for this is no less a person than 
President O'Neill himself. 

Recently, discussing the Osage proposition, 
Mr. O'Neill stated frankly that his company 
entered the bidding on September 29 only 
after repeated conferences concerning the mat- 
ter. He said: “We did not want to go in— 
did not want to become producers over there, 
but some of our competitors had already ac- 
quired large interests in the Osage, were pre- 
paring to increase their interests, and we, 
with lines reaching into that territory, were 
in the unfortunate position where we were 
compelled to go in and contest for the land 
in order to protect our investments. Other- 
wise we might have found ourselves with 
considerable mileage of transportation system 
without anything for it to do. 

“Frankly,” continued the Prairie’s president, 
don't think the government's methods of 
opening these lands are fair. The present 
system, such as was practiced on September 


“Over Production’ 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

TULSA, OKLA., Nov. 7.—The chief 
feature of the past month in Oklahoma oildom 
is the material increase in production that 
everyone now recognizes as a fact. This in- 
crease already a fact, and the strong likeli- 
hood of a vastly greater increase as a result 
of the enforced development of the big Osage 
acreage recently leased, has brought marketing 
conditions strongly to the fore, and there is 
no little speculation as to what the next 
change will be—up or down. 

The marketing concerns make no secret of 
their fear of another era of overproduction. 
The Prairie is running capacity every day 
and then some. It is steadily putting oil 
in storage, and with only a limited amount of 
storage available the company’s anxiety to 
get its Alton line in operation is easily unaer- 
stood, for the new Alton line will add to the 
marketing facilities of the company approx- 
imately 20,000 barrels each day. 

A good many people have wondered where 
the increase in production has come from. 
The question is easy. In the first place the 
renewed activity in the north Oklahoma fields 
has resulted in a general stiffening of the 
production figures there, even though nothing 
of a sensational nature has prominently at- 
tracted attention to the fact. 

Sut the prominent factors in the increase 
are the North Cushing extension, the Osage 
pool around which clusters the acreage re- 
cently leased, and the Lost City pool. The 


29, absolutely bars the Independent and the 
small producer. It creates a condition under 
which only the larger concerns can participate 
with any hope of winning out. | would like 
to see restrictions placed on the bidding. And 
we don’t care how strict they are if they fall 
alike on us and our competitors—the other 
pipe lines. But if the other lines are to Ie 
permitted to enter the lists, we are, perforce, 
forced in.” 

Here is strong support indeed for the posi- 
tion taken by the Independent Oil & Gas Pro- 
ducers’ Association, which is seeking to have 
the pipe line companies barred from participa- 
tion in all future bidding contests on Osage 
lands. President O'Neill, while he did not 
say so in that many words, is unquestionably 
in favor of that very thing himself, and is 
only solicitous that all of the lines be barred 
along with the one he represents. 

There is a growing sentiment in favor of 
such a change in the procedure, and in favor 
of having the Osage developed by Independent 
operators—the pipe lines remaining on an equal 
footing as marketing factors. 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs Cato Sells 
announced the approval on October 27 of the 
oil lease made by the Osage Tribe of In- 
dians and the Prairie Oil & Gas Company 
covering 400 acres of Osage land near Cleve- 
land, Okla. 


Cushing extension continues to act as though 
it had the determination to exceed the parent 
pool. The wells coming in north of the river 
are great ones, and tests east of the river, 
which makes a gooseneck bend just there, are 
showing for something equally as good. 

In the Osage it is pretty much the same 
kind of a story. Oil is pouring from the 
ground at an enormous rate, and Lost City is 
holding its own and contributing a heavy 
barrelage to the daily production. 


WEATHER HELD ’EM. 


During the latter part of the month field 
operations were greatly retarded by the ar- 
rival of winter weather two months ahead of 
the schedule. On October 19 there was a cold 
wave with a showing of snow. That was 
almost unheard of. Then on the 28th there 
came a genuine old-fashioned blizzard. The 
snow storm lasted several hours. It was not 
cold—for December or January—but it was 
some cold for October. And while the con- 
ditions would be laughed at three months 
later, the field forces just naturally knocked 
off to watch the weather perform. For sev- 
eral days toolers, drillers, lease men and 
shooters took things mighty easy. Scores of 
wells were shut down with the bit on top 
of the sand. 


Inola and Catale, two of the new shallow 
fields that attracted a great deal of attention 
a month ago, are considered to have almost 
shown their hand, and there is not near as 


the Osage 


Only Asks that all Competitors be 
Treated as it is, says President O’ Neill 


The bid of the Prairie Oil & Gas Company 
offered a royalty of 1-6 of all the oil pro- 
duced under the lease and a cash bonus of 
$225,000. This bid was accepted by the Osage 
Tribe on a general ballot and subsequently 
by the Tribal Council. The lease was pro- 
tested by George F. Getty, who offered the 
same royalty and a bonus of $62,400 on one 
40-acre tract which had been included in the 
100 acres upon which the Prairie Oil & Gas 
Company had offered $225,000 for an “all or 
none” lease. The total bonus offered by Mr. 
Getty and the other high bidders on these 
eight tracts composing the 400 acres was 
$110,318.80. 

At the time of the hearing before Commis- 
sioner Sells an offer was made on behalf of 
Mr. Getty to submit a certified check for 
$50,000 guaranteeing that if the bid for the 
nine subdivisions made in the “all or none” 
bid of the Prairie Oil & Gas Company was 
rejected that a cash bonus would hereafter be 
offered equal to the bid of the Prairie Oil & 
Gas Company on re-advertisement and sale of 
the disputed tract. The offer of Mr. Getty 
was later withdrawn. 

Commissioner Sells also announced that the 
regulations under which this lease sale was 
made will probably be changed in several re- 
spects before another lease sale of oil lands 
is advertised. 


Looms on Oklahoma’s Horizon 


much interest manifested in them as_ was 
apparent earlier. Inola is a little pool, fairly 
well defined, and has succeeded in fooling a 
lot of the fellows. Considerable money has 
been dropped over there, but it is up to Inola 
from this on out to prove itself in earnest 
before any more of them go in. 

Catale is considered something of a freak. 
The formation is broken, there is overmuch 
shale, and altogether it is likely to be de- 
veloped by the men discovering the pool, as 
experienced operators don’t take kindly to the 
showing made. 

Kay county continues to offer vast pos- 
sibilities. The Newkirk well of last month 
has been supplemented by others—some good 
and some bad. Two additional wells have 
been brought in adjoining the discovery well, 
but outside tests have in every case proven 
a disappointment, except in the case of one 
drilled in on the last of the month, a half- 
mile from the discovery well, which is show- 
ing for a good producer and indicates an ex- 
tension of the pool to at least that extent. 
It is altogether likely that by the time this 
is read in print the Kay county field will be 
fairly determined, and just as a matter of 
opinion I am forecasting a genuine field over 
there before the winter is past. 

In the southwestern part of the state, where 
there has been much testing during the past 
two years, there is much interest. The Heal- 
ton well in 5-4-3 west, owned by the Red 
River Oil Company, recently completed, is 
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rated at 200 barrels or better, and the com- 
pletion of this test has attracted many oper- 
ators from the Tulsa district. If it is fol- 
lowed by consistent development, and if a 
pool appears to be in process of development 
there, there will be a big exodus of oil men 
from the central fields of the state. 

Mallory and Lewis brought in a well on 


25-21-13, northwest of Owasso, that has at- 
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tracted no little interest. It is not a sensa- 
tional performer by any means, but it has set 
the lease rustlers at work, and acreage in the 
vicinity has been run up to $20 and $30. This 
section is near enough the Bird Creek field to 
offer interesting possibilities, and while a pool, 
if it exists, would of necessity be small, it 
is desirable territory to operate in and a lot 
of the fellows are watching it closely. 


Prairie Breaks all Records in 
Running 114,000 bbls. of Oil 


(By Special Correspondent). 

TULSA, OKLA,., Nov. 4.—There is much 
talk again of overproduction of oil in the 
Kansas-Oklahoma field. The optimism of 
a few weeks ago, when all the talk was of 
an increased market demand in the face of 
a decreasing supply, has given way in cer- 
tain significant quarters to a pessimistic 
view of the future, and the enormous in- 
crease in the runs of the Prairie during the 
month is causing some uneasiness. 

On the first day of October the Prairie 
runs broke all records, attaining the high- 
water mark of 114,000 barrels of fresh oil. 
This, of course, is largely accounted for by 
the turning to the Prairie of the old Cen- 
tral Fuel Oil Company properties as well as 
other oil turned to the Prairie recently in 
the Bartlesville field. 

It is a fact that the Texas, too has all but 
abandoned the Washington County field, 
all of its production being turned to the 
Prairie. The reason, given by those who 
profess to know, is interesting and logical 
at least. It is pointed out that the Texas 
Company has only an 8-inch line south of 
Tulsa to the Gulf. This will take care of 
not to exceed 24,000 barrels a day. The 
Texas Company is receiving its line limit 
practically from custom oil, or oil taken 
from individual producers here and there. 
To relinquish this oil for the purpose of 
making recom for the old Central Fuel prop- 
erties would, in all probability, be to lose 
these customers for good. There may come 
a time in Oklahoma, as all marketing con- 
cerns admit, when oil will be much more 
of an item than it is now, and when custom 
oil will be the commodity most eagerly 
sought. 

Therefore the Texas Company is turning 
production to the Prairie that it can reclaim 
at any time, and is not only holding on to 
its customers, but acquiring new ones wher- 
ever possible. 

But the enormous increase in Prairie runs 
can not be accounted for altogether by the 
oil the Texas has turned in. There is an in- 
crease in the production of the Oklahoma 
and Kansas field that a good many authori- 
ties a few months ago said was impossible. 
Some there are who profess to believe that 
it is largely an uncovering of a condition 
that has existed right along, but the facts 
in support of this contention have not been 
brought forward. 

MOVING NORTHWARD. 

For a good while the trend has been back 
towards the older fields in northern Okla- 
homa—the old Bartlesville district, embrac- 


ing all of Washington county and the west- 
ern part of the Nowata district, and the 
southern counties of Kansas. This move- 
ment is increasing. Leases are not only in 
demand and prices advancing, but there 
are wells going down in every direction, 
and pools are being tapped in _ terri- 
tory that was hastily run over and con- 
demned in the wild rush a few years ago, 
for the southern fields below Tulsa. It is 
estimated that a hundred strings are run- 
ning out of the little town of Dewey alone. 
And Dewey is only three miles from Bar- 
tlesville, the center of activity of the north 
fields. 

For instance, on the Willie Overless tract 
just a short distance from Bartlesville and 
in the very midst of a section thought to be 
either condemned or fully developed, a 
well was drilled in a few days ago that is 
good for 200 barrels a day. Another well, 
in like situated territory, has been brought 
in for a good producer at 76 feet, while in 
the Wann territory, up on the Kansas line, 
a well is reported to be making 10 barrels at 
56 feet. 

In this north field of Oklahoma and the 
southern field of Kansas drilling operations 
have always been considered fairly sure, if 
not sensational, and it is the sure things the 
boys are looking for now. All of this new 
activity in a certain field is adding to the 
production. 

3ut the real bear movement against the 
production and price is based on what is ex- 
pected to happen as a result of the great 
number of wells that must be drilled on the 
12,000 acres of Osage lands which were re- 
cently bid in at such fabulous prices. These 
leases have been approved by the Osage 
council and have gone to the department at 
Washington for action. Within 90 days 
after approval by that tribunal there must 
be wells started on every tract. And there 
were over a hundred tracts. It is said that 
one interest securing a part of this acreage 
will be compelled to drill 90 wells as fast 
as possible if it meets the requirements of 
the regulations issued by the department 
and under which the bidding was held. 

All of this acerage is, theoretically at 
least, rich in oil deposits. The department 
in carving out a block of land to be bid on, 
was foxy to an extreme. It so shaped the 
tract that every acre looked good for big 
stuff. Hence the big bonuses. If theory 
works out in practice, and all of this acre- 
age comes in strong, then the department 
will be in position to widen its lines, adver- 
tise other tracts, adjoining this new produc- 
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tion, and proceed to make another big 
killing for its wards, the poor Osage mil- 
loinaires. But if, as some of the pessimists 
are inclined to believe, a lot of this stuff 
proves barren, then good-bye to any more 
melon cuttings for the Osages at the ex- 
pense of the envious producers. 
PRAIRIE IS PESSIMISTIC. 

Recently Sam Fitzpatrick, general counsel 
for the Prairie Oil & Gas Company, and 
Nelson K. Moody, the Prairie’s superin- 
tendent of production, made a trip to Paw- 
huska, the Osage capital, to see how their 
bid for “all or nothing” was faring with the 
aboriginee council. While there these gen- 
tlemen talked most pessimistically of oil 
conditions, and the probability of there be- 
ing an enormous overproduction in a short 
time. 

Mr. Moody feels sure that the Osage de- 
velopment that will result immediately 
these leases are approved, will increase the 
daily production twenty to twenty-five 
thousand barrels, and push the grand total 
above 200,000 barrels. If we are to accept 
explanations, the Prairie went into the bid- 
fest at Pawhuska the 29th of September, not 
because it wanted to or wanted any more 
oil, but as a means of defense and because 
other pipe lines were after the stuff hot 
foot. It was also argued that the depart- 
ment should amend its regulations so that 
this threatened overproduction could be 
avoided, but if it didn’t, and if the daily pro- 
duction of the Kansas-Oklahoma field, with 
the producers again rushing business in the 
north fields, and the Osage being developed 
by upwards of a hundred wells at a shot, 
should be increased to 200,000 barrels, why, 
things would not be so bright. 

Now the regulations governing the roy- 
alty to be paid the Osages under the pend- 
ing leases calls for one-sixth of the oil. 
That, it may be admitted, is a hefty royalty. 
Likewise the regulations fix 60 cents per 
barrel as the minimum price on which this 
royalty is to be figured. But sixty cents per 
barrel is a lot less than $1.03 per barrel, the 
present ruling price. If the production 
comes in big over there, after the drilling 
begins, and the Prairie with its immense 
acreage, which it seems in a fair way to 
get, should secure its proportionate share, 
it might pay well to bear the price 
down as far as the law permits—say sixty 
cents, and distribute that one-sixth on that 
basis. Who would be harmed? Certainly 
not the Prairie. 


The German American Car Company, of 
Chicago, has obtained ten acres of land at 
Sand Springs, Okla., upon which shops will 
be erected to take care of the company’s 
tank cars now operating in the Mid-Con- 
tinent field. In addition to repairing and re- 
building its own cars at the new shops, 
other makes of tank cars operated by Mid- 
Continent producers will be overhauled and 
repaired also. For the present at least, the 
Sand Springs shops will not attempt to 
make new tank cars. 


The Indian Refining Company has made 
arrangements to erect a branch agency at 
Louisville, Kentucky. 
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Exchange National Bank of Tulsa 


Capital and Surplus $400,000 
Deposits June 4th, 1913, $2,923,044.38 
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CROWLEY KANS. GETS 
O. K. AS OIL COUNTRY 


Geologists Approve it—Producers 
are Busy on it 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

BARTLESVILLE, OKLA., Nov. 4.— 
Crowley county, Kansas, is attracting a great 
deal of attention from oil men just now be- 
cause of the reports of various geologists on 
a strip of territory running north from Dexter 
and Cambridge. 

This section has been carefully investigated 
by no less than three eminent geologists— 
Dr. L. L. Hutchinson, of Tulsa, formerly as- 
sociated with the Oklahoma State Geologic 
Survey, and the man who made the accurate 
forecast of certain, probable. possible and 
hopeless oil area of Oklahoma, and set it 
forth on a shaded map which to date has run 
almost faultlessly true to form; Dr. Bosh, of 
the Royal Dutch-Shell interests in the Mid- 
Continent field, and Dr. Hishe, of Holland— 
all of whom have run the anticline, each with- 
out the knowledge of the other, and all of 
whom agree in their report, that there exists 
here an exceedingly promising anticline that 
may mark a north extension of the Cushing, 
Oklahoma field. 

Unquestionably oil geology is in better re- 
pute today than ever before. lew of the big 
concerns but carry on their payrolls their 
own geologists. While it is not contended 
that the geologists can point out the location 
of all oil pools, many times have they proven 
their ability to prevent a useless waste of 
money in drilling where the case was hope- 
less. The anticline theory is generally ac- 
cepted—that is, that oil is found at the high- 
est point of the sand, or at the anticline. It 
is also generally accepted as a fact that the 
experienced geologist can run the anticlines 
with reasonable accuracy by surface indica- 
tions. Thus have they justitied their avoca- 
tion. 

Perhaps the most signal achievement of the 
geologist in recent times is in the case of the 
north extension of the Cushing field. The 
McMann Company in going north of the 
river and into what was more or less con- 
sidered bad territory, was not acting blindly 
or at random. The McMann people had em- 
ployed a geologist to run out this acreage. 
His report that an exceedingly promising 
anticline would be encountered was un- 
equivocal. He made the locations for the 
McMann wells, and the whole country now 
knows the result. The north extension of 
Cushing was accurately tapped, and a terri- 
tory opened that is proving quite as wealthy 
as any encountered in the entire Cushing field. 


Phillip H. Brennan 


Are your lease lines accurately located ? 

A mistake in your boundaries may cost you 
thousands of dollars. 

We can settle your doubts. 

We have all the U. S. Government survey 
plats and data for the Mid-Continent field. 


Brennan & Rooney 


Contractors and Engineers 
Culbertson Building 
Tulsa, Okla. 


L. J. F. Rooney 


It is the geologists that have turned atten- 
tion anew to the possibilities of southern 
Kansas. Various ones have pointed out the 
geologic promise of the territory, and prac- 
tically all of the recent tests have justified 
these reports. Likewise the geologists many, 
many months ago condemned the .- territory 
south of Okmulgee county, and the entire 
theory of a southern extension of the Okla- 
homa fields connecting with the coastal plane 
fields. In spite of this warning, however, the 
wilder of the wildcatters went into this for- 
bidden territory and sunk fortunes trying to 
accomplish the impossible. 

The Crowley county, Kansas, proposition is 
being closely watched, largely, it is true, be- 
cause three eminent geologists have agreed as 
to surface indications. The McMann people, 
willing to follow the lead of Dr. Hutchinson, 
have leased approximately forty thousand 
acres under that gentleman’s advice, and are 
now drilling a test. The Dutch interests are 
blocking up a lot of acreage on the advice 
of their Dr. Bosh, while various other inter- 
ests are going in while the going is good and 
cheap. 

Nothing may result, but if it should—if a 
pool of great productiveness should be opened 
up there—why, it will be almost impossible 
to live with the chesty oil geologists. The 
bet is worth watching in any event. 


NEW REPORT OUT ON 
W. VIRGINIA FIELDS 


There has just been issued from the press 
a new publication by the West Virginia Geologi- 
cal Survey, Morgantown, W. Va. This volume 
is described in the following extract from the 
printed circular of the Geological Survey, and 
the reader is also told how to secure the pub- 
lication in question: 

Detailed Report on Cabell, Wayne and Lin- 
coln Counties, issued under date of April 15th, 
1913, 483 pages plus XVI, with 26 half-tone 


WE WILL PAY CASH 


For good Second-hand Pipe 
and Casing 


QUOTATIONS SOLICITED 


TEXAS SUPPLY CO. - BEAUMONT, TEXAS 


IndependentOilDrillers 


ATTENTION—Have 20,000 acres of leases! 
for immediate sale and development, south of, 
the Henryette field. Make proposition to 
drill well 3,000 feet, unless oil or gas is found 
at a less depth. For particulars, address 


Box ‘‘A,’” McAlester, Oklahoma. | 


plates and 6 zinc etchings in the text, also a 
case of 9 maps, covering the soils, topography, 
and geology of each country separately. In 
addition to the description of all geologic 
features of the counties in question, the 
geologic maps give the structural contours on 
the Pittsburgh coal horizon, as also the loca- 
tion of the anticlines and synclines showing 
their relations to the several oil and gas pools 
of the district. The soil maps and reports of 
the experts of the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture covering this great agricultural and to- 
bacco region of the state should prove of es- 
pecial value to the agricultural and horticul- 
tural interests. Price, with case of maps, 
delivery charges paid by the Survey, $2.00, but 
in combination with other publications, see be- 
low. Extra topographic or geologic maps, 25 
cents for each county. 


L. 3. Smith, geological engineer of the Asso- 
ciated Geological Engineers, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
has started on a several months’ trip to- the 


West Indies for the purpose of examining 
supposed oil properties. This organization is 
also examining oil properties in Vera Cruz, 
Mexico, the field work being in charge of L. G 
Huntley. 
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U.S. Investigator Finds 
“Statistics” all Balled up 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

BARTLESVILLE, OKLA., Nov. 7.—1T 
\. Carroll, special investigator of the Bureau of 
Corporations, who has been twenty-four years 
in the government service and gone 
through beef, tobacco, harvester and twice 
through oil probes, has completed his prelim- 
inary probe into Mid-Continent oil conditions, 
directed by the Owen resolution of last spring, 
and is on his way to Washington to make up 
his official report 

Mr. Carroll’s investigation has been ex- 
haustive. While the Owen resolution indi- 
cated a somewhat limited inquiry, Mr. Carroll 
found it beneficial to sweep the slate clean as 
he went, and it is safe to say that he acquired 
vastly important information touching every- 
thing relating to oil while in the field. 

He investigated not alone the Kansas-Ok- 
lahoma_ field, but likewise the Texas and 
Louisiana fields, gathering a fund of illuminat- 
ing information incomprehensible to one not 
familiar with the working of the highly trained 
mind. The southern trip was made necessary 
in order to reach the books of the Texas Com- 
pany at Houston. 

Discussing his experiences here the other 
night, Mr. Carroll stated that he had been 
treated most courteously throughout by both 
individual producers and large concerns; that 
he secured information with comparative ease, 
and that all questions were answered by the 
pipe line companies in one way or another, 
and that some of the books he had seen were 
models of completeness and perfection in big 
business. 

This investigation may or may not amount 
to anything. The investigation conducted by 
Mr. Carroll was preliminary—for the purpose 
of determining whether or not a more rigid 
and formal inquiry shall follow. What the 
result will be rests entirely with the men 
higher up. 


There is mighty little unrest apparent among 
producers. As a consequence imspectors se- 
cure but little evidence from the producers. 
\s a matter of fact the producers have 
precious little evidence to give. What all in- 
vestigators want are tigures—facts. These can 
he had only from the books of pipe lines and 
refiners. And the Carroll investigation was 
particularly one dealing with such figures 

The great conflict among so-called author- 
ties on oil (meaning the men who write on the 
subject) has confused investigators before, 
and caused Carroll some surprise. The utter 
lack of accepted and authentic statistics on 
commonplace phases of the industry, was sur- 
prising. For instance: In the Kansas-Okla- 
homa field there js just one interest making a 
public report of its daily runs and deliveries 
of oil—The Prairie Oil & Gas Company. This 
interest handles, it has been estimated, 60 per 
cent of the production of the field. Some place 
the figures higher. But beyond the mere state- 
ment of the business done by the Prairie all 
figures are estimated—the rankest possible 
guess work. The runs of the Gulf are guessed 
at so much; of the Texas so much, and the 
various other refining companies are guessed 
to handle so much. And the result is put for- 
ward as statistics of the oil industry in the 
Mid-Continent field. the figures apprexi- 
mately correct? The Lord only knows, and 
He is maintaining a very discreet silence. 

If all lines and all refiners in the field were 
making public a monthly report of the amount 
of oil handled, there would be statistics that 
one could rely on. 

Before announcing its decision or findings 
the bureau of corporations will supplement its 
investigation of Mid-Continent conditions 
with an inquiry into the same subjects in the 
eastern oil regions. This will be a much easier 
matter as most of the facts sought are matters 
of public record and knowledge there. 


Brief Views 


of Oklahoma 


(By Special Correspondent). 

TULSA, OKLA., Nov. 4.—Announcement 
was made October 20th of the purchase by 
White & Sinclair of the interest of Frank 
B. Uffer in the producing firm of White, 
Sinclair & Uffer, one of the most sensation- 
ally successful and largest producing firms 
in the Oklahoma field. The price was not 
stated, but it is said to be the largest deal 
by private individuals ever made in the 
field. Mr. Uffer retires voluntarily, it is said, 
and with the best of feeling all the way 
around, and for the purpose of satisfying a 
desire for extensive travel long held by him. 
White & Sinclair will continue to develop 
desirable property and sell to the pipe lines 
at long prices. They are wise ones, are 
White & Sinclair. 


The Wichita Pipe Line Company is push- 


ing a gas line into the Cushing field. For 
months there has been talk of a gas line 
going into the Cushing field, but it has al- 
ways been just talk. The Wichita com- 
pany’s line will run from Bigheart to Cush- 
ing and will take about 40,000,000 feet a 
day. This will be turned over to the Qua- 
paw Gas Company at Bigheart, and will be 
utilized by that concern in supplying its 
patrons at Bartlesville, Joplin and various 
other cities. The Quapaw, without any 
blowing of horns or beating of cymbals, has 
become the dominant gas interest in the 
Kansas-Oklahoma field. It is delivering the 
good and it is hedging against a future 
shortage in a way that indicates that it has 
not watched the difficulties of the poor old 
Kansas Natural in vain. The Creek County 
Gas Company is another concern whose 
principal business is to feed the big 18-inch 
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line of the Quapaw. When all the smoke 
of battle has cleared it will be found that 
the Quapaw Company possesses most of 
the gas, present and prospective of Okla- 
homa. 


Wann, Oklahoma, a little village in 
Washington county a few miles from the 
Kansas line, has an oil well only fifty feet 
deep. There was 22 feet of sand, and the 
well is making 6 barrels a day. Shortly we 
may expect ‘em to commence digging it up 
with garden hoes. 


It’s a mighty dull day now when the cor- 
poration commission of Oklahoma isn’t ap- 
pealed to by some little town to restrain 
the wicked gas company from doing things 
to its patrons. Collinsville recently went to 
the commission to restrain the gas company 
from raising its rates, and to prevent it 
from enforcing a meter deposit. The result 
was a dog fall, the commission ordered the 
company to restore its franchise rates, but 
also told the town that the company might 
require an advance deposit where it felt 
that such a precaution was necessary. Ok- 
lahoma City has also taken its troubles to 
the commission. The complaint is against 
the old-time trouble maker, the minimum 
charge. Just how the commission will view 
this remains to be seen. 


The high price for Oklahoma production 
was reached October 18 when the Lowery 
Oil and Gas Company sold its acreage in 
the Bartlesville district to the Southwestern 
Oil Field Company for $250,000, or approx- 
imately $1,000 a barrel. That, it is submit- 
ted, in view of the very recent time when 
$250 a barrel was held to be the staple price 
of production, is going some. The Lowery 
property was settled production in a field 
noted for its conservatism and staying 
qualities, but it's a mighty long price, and 
will make the purchase of production more 
of a man’s game in the future than in the 
past. 


Catale, the prospective field south and 
west of Vinita, is still promising much. 
Four wells over there are producing about 
70 barrels. The Milliken people are going 
in with a 3-inch line, and considerable ad- 
ditional drilling will be done. There have 
been several dry holes south and west of 
the discovery well, and one or two north, 
but east and south-east the trend seems to 
be holding true. A good many believe that 
a small pool will be opened, and prove to 
be connected with the old Chelsea field. 
There is not, however, the rash rush into 
new territory that was so evident during 
the summer and early fall. Bank accounts 
won't hold out forever. A lot of the fellows 
are willing for the others to get in on 
the ground floor on these long-shot good 
things, preferring to climb in at the win- 
dows after the superstructure starts up. 


If you own land in southern Kansas these 
days you can have an oil lease and a drill- 
ing well—possibly, also, an oil well. For 
the entire tier of southern Kansas counties 
is becoming woozy on the oil game. Indi- 
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cations are that the good old days of 1903-4 
are to be lived over again, all except the 
oil war with the, Standard and the visit of 
Jimmie Garfield and Ida Tarbell, and even 
those entrees may be thrown in before it is 
over. The other day a staid and plodding li- 
notype operator walked in to his boss and 
said he wanted to quit. “What's the matter 
Mac; dissatisfied with anything?” he 
asked. “No,” 
“T got a chance to get into the oil game and 
out of the 
I’ve been looking for all my life 


was 

replied the key manipulator 
printing business—the chance 
I just got 
and 
And he was. He is to go out 


until tomorrow evening to accept it 
I’m gone.” 
there in his old 


neighborhood, get the 


among the agrarians up 
Kansas leases, and 
the other fellow will kick down the holes 
He may get And he 


linotype keyboard in a few 


rich. may be back 


pounding a 


weeks. But he’s taking his chance, and the 


incident shows the temperament in Kan- 
sis just now Operators from the south 
Oklahoma fields are hedging back north, 


grabbing everything available in Washing- 
ton county, Oklahoma, or southern Kansas 
\nd many recent tests justify their judg 
\nd 


west as Kansas City if not farther 


ment tests will be drilled as far 


Cushing continues to command its share 
of attention. The 
making good, and test wells are drill- 
ing two, 


northern trend appears 
to be 
three and even four miles in ad- 
vance in hopes of 


striking it The field 


has been defined in every other direction, 
or approximately so, but north there is all 
outdoors Markham 


extreme 


to gamble on. John 


brought in a well in the north 
trend last month that started off at 40 bar- 
rels an hour, and it has set ‘em all guessing 
as to where the limits will be found. But 


it continues to be a very expensive field 


\ recent completion of the Indian Terri 


tory Illuminating (sage, 
Bartlesville, 


gives color to the general impression that 


Company in thy 


about fourteen miles west of 


the Osage, when opened, will prove the 


greatest oil-producing area ever known 


While the well has not been put in shape it 


from one hundred to three 
Most of the Osage drill 


ing has been along the 


is estimated 
hundred barrels 
eastern line of the 


reservation, and for a ling time it was the 


theory that oil did not extend back into the 
interior. 


Then came strikes even far over 


on the west line. Recently several wells on 
the west end of the old three-mile lots have 
than the 
ducers on the east end. 


proven even better early pro 
No wonder the big 
boys are fighting for territory over in the 


promised land. 


The 


souvenir 


received a attractive 


booklet of 
Wichita Falls, Texas, which was gotten up by 


News has very 


views in and around 
the Wichita Falls Chamber of Commerce. The 
booklet number of photographs 
taken out in the Electra oil field, and together 
with its pleasing reproductions of city scenes 


contains a 


should be an object of much interest to every- 
me fortunate enough to receive one. 
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There have been 57 wells completed 


with an ag 


trict 4,567, 


New Production in North Texas 


gregate initial production 
Park, Ill., 111, Bu 


lowa 


rk] 


is the tabulation of the completions 


Well Owners. 


Producers 
Producers 
Producers 
Producers 
Producers 
Producers 
Producers 
Producers 
Producers 
Producers 
Producers 
Producers 


Producers 


ELECTRA DISTRICT. 


Oil Company 


Oil 


~ 


Oil 
Oil 


~ 


‘ompany 
Company 
‘company 
company 
‘Company 


Oil Company 


Oi] 


Oil Company 
Company 


Oil Company 


Oil Company 


Oil Company 


Oil Company 


Two million feet 


Corsicana 
Corsicana 
Corsicana 
Corsicana 
Corsicana 
Corsicana 
Corsicana 
Corsicana 
Corsicana 


Corsicana 


Petroleum 
Petroleum 
Petroleum 
Petroleum 
Petroleum 
Petroleum 
Petroleum 
Petroleum 
Petroleum 
Petroleum 


Company 
Company 
Company 
Company 
Company 
Company 
Company 
Company 
Company 
Company 


Red River Oil Company 


Red River Oil Company 


Red Ri cer 
Red River 


Red River 


Oil Company 


Oil Company 


Oil Company 


Red River Oil Company 


Cochrane et. al 


Cochrane et. al 
J. M. Guff 


ey Petroleum Company 


J. M. Guffey Petroleum Company 
d & P. O. Co 


G. C. Wo 


Worth Oil Company 


lorest Oil 
Hillsboro 


Sheldon & 


Making the total 


Cooch et. 
Owens & 
Ellenger a 
Kllenger a 
Wm 
Perkins & 
Perkins & 


Producers Oil Company 
Wichita Gas Company 
Lone Star Gas Company 


Corsicana Petroleum Company 


Company 
il & Gas 


Powell 


al 


litt 


nd others 
nd others 


Ellenger 
Lockridge 


Snyder 
Snyder 


PETROLIA DISTRICT. 
. Byers 

...Matlock .. 
Skelly 


ill 


urnet 


1.873 barrels, 


past thirty 


125 and Petrohia 


Farm 


\\ 
\Vagoner 
\V agoner 
Marriott 
Marriott 
\larriott 
Stringer 
\llen 
Bickley 
Marriott 
Stringer 


| 


Llonaker 


\llen 


By waters 
Bywaters 


Bywaters 


Fee . 
Miller 
Miller 
Borcheltd 
\lertens 
Marriott 


Cochran 


Le wkridge 


Fee 
. Young 


. Young 


distribu ed as 


almost two wells per 
Electra | 


290 barrels 


s 


LS & 


% 


is 


No. 24 
.No. 27 
No. 28 
.No. 6 
No. 25 
No. 26 


IOWA PARK DISTRICT. 
. Munden 

. Lockridge 
. Lockridge 


. Lockridge 


» 10 
No. 1 
No 
.No. 1 
No. 
.No 10 
.No. 1 
N 
.No. 1 
.No. 2 
No. 17 
No. 2 
.No. 4 


BURKBURNETT DISTRICT. 


Corsicana Petroleum Company 


Guilette 


..No. 8 
..No. 4 


follows: 


The 


follow 


lay, 
Jis- 


ing 


Production Depth 
Feet. 


Bbls. 
90 


111 


150 


120 


1 
I 
1 
] 


1 


1 


1,52 


1 


940 
S00 
800 
900 
200 
O70 
O00 
600 


O50 


00 


O00 


200 
000 
O50 
O50 


500 
500 
500 
500 
500 
150 


050 


1,780 


-) Mil. Qasser 


10 
ke 
ot 
in 
the 
Wwe 
125 
ap- 120 
ain 
nes 100 
Gas 1,675 
.... 250 S00 
1,270 
\llen 60 
R. R. Allen 5 
Allen .. .. 100 
Rk. Rk. 50 1,750 
R. R. Allen . 2 
tlonaker 50 
R. R. Allen 50 
Allen . 50 | 
tern 
110 1,520 i 
a . Bywaters 150 1,500 ' 
Bywaters 100 1.200 
910 
..Fee fo. 1 2) S00 
..ffo. 2 15 
..ffo. 2 175 1,530 
Company . 2) 800 
for Electra 4,367 barrels new production. 
20) 
1 
.Schomaker .. .. 20 1,800 
20 1.350 
| 


20 


Producers Oil 
J. E. Head 
Producers Oil 


W. ( 


Company 
Compan) 


Bride 
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. Morris No. 2 _ No. 2 15 1.870 

.Warren No. 5 5 550 

Chenault No. 2 20 1,800 

Chenault 5 35 1,760 
125 


Total new production, 4,873 barrels and two gas wells for the month ef October in the 


entre 


RUNS AND SHIPMENTS 
ELECTRA. 

Ship- 

ments. Stock. 

60,000 53,000 


Runs. 
73.000 
450,000 350,000 


Delivered Magnolia 100,000 


(ar shipments 3,500 
l'uel delivered 1.000 100,000 
Magnolia Pet. ( 300,000 350,000 *850,000 
BURKBURNETT. 
Texas ( £4,000 1.500 No stock 
lagnolhia 8,000 8,000 No stock 
| m tdexas ¢ 100,000, 
Le ered 
Lex ( 0.000 35,000 50,000 
\lagnoha 13,000 16,000 19,000 
Developers ( shipped 6,000 bbls. No. stock 
Phe runs for the month were 899,000 ba: 
Pot shipments, 961,500 barrels; less 
el, 6.500 barrels et shipments, 955,000 bar 
reis lhe gross stoc the entre eld is 


1.072.000 


Daily production for the month of October. 
ELECTRA DISTRICT. 


Bbls 
Producers Oil Ce 15,250 
sican 6,300 
J. M. Guffey Pet. | 3 900 
W McBride 185 
live Rivers O 
Hivic and C1 37 
forest Oil Ce 965 
Northwestern 100 
Red River Oil Ce .. 1,995 
Worth Oil 275 
Hlead and Langtord 65 
G. C. Wood and P. QO. Co. 55 
Webb and Hardenberg 105 
\ll other companies 400 


. 29,335 


lectra’s total daily output .. .. .. 


BURKBURNETT DISTRICT. 


Bbls. 
Corsicana Pet. Co 700 
W. C. McBride 200 
J. M. Guffey Pet. Co. 112 
Greenlease Bros. (C. P.: Co.) 65 
Producers Oil Co 120 
Fisher and Allen 25 
Burkburnett Oil Co 10 
Andrew Urban . 20 
Red River Oil Co. 20 
Hlead and Langford 50 
Total daily output . owe 1,377 
IOWA PARK. 
Bbls 
Ellinger, Proper and Rodgers, 8 wells on 
the Lockridge .. 
Ten other wells 39 
Total w eekly : 286 
PETROLIA DISTRICT. 
Bbls 
Wichita Falls Gas Co. *130 


Developers Oil Co 2350 

Producers Oil Co 1.000 

Shallow wells 375 

Total daily 1,775 
Reported last month as a gas well 
TOTAL BY DISTRICTS. 

Bhils. 

daily 

I:lectra district 

Burkburnett district 1,377 

lowa Park district 296 

Petrolia district 

Grand total of all districts 12,783 

The Moran district will add 250 

33,033 

The Gulf Relining Company has pur 

chased land at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., upon 


which it will erect a distributing station. 


Cleveland, © 


CUSHING GAS MEN 
WANT HIGHER PRICES 


TULSA, OKLA., Nov. 2.—The gas pro- 
ducers of the Cushing field, and that means 
about all of the producers there, since the 
field is one of the greatest gas as well as 
oil fields in the state, held a meeting in 
Tulsa on the 2lst of October and decided 
to band together tor the conservation of gas 
and especially the conservation of a reason 
able price for gas. 

What the minimum 


price of 3 cents per thousand and on a con- 


operators want is a 


tract obligating the purchaser to a_ pre 
Nor do the gas 
companies longer consider 3 cents unreas 


scribed daily measurement. 


onable 


The meeting in Tulsa was attended by 


many of the largest operators in Cushing, 


J. White, 


and a committee consisting of P. 
John H. Markham 
appointed to draft and circulate a petition 
Cushing 


and Roger Kemp was 


among operators pledging all to 
uniform policy of marketing gas. It was 
proposed, and with some considerable back- 
ing, that a holding formed, 
each producer to take stock according t 
his 


company be 


gas production. 


Oil Men Who Have Passed On 


Frank E. Durfey, Bradford, Pa., died at 


Bradford Hospital, Oct. 3, aged 44 years. 
Charles A 
ducer in Pennsylvania 


1896 he took charge of the estate. He 


Son of Durfey, large oil pro- 
\t latter’s death in 
had 
never married 

John McMillan, ficld superintendent for 
Sun Company, instantly killed, October 11, 


when his automobile was struck by inter- 
urban car at grade crossing a few miles 
south of Toledo He leaves a wife and 


family 

Howard S. Jones, Buffalo, N. Y., secre- 
tary of Iroquois Natural Gas Company, died 
recently in Silver City, New Mexico. He 
was 27 years af age. 

William H. Macey, founder of oil tirm of 
Pool & Macey, died at his home, Sunny 
Harrison, N. Y., Oc- 
17, aged 77 Widely known 
attached to the United 
Hospital at Port Chester, N. Y., which he 


Ridge Farm, near 


tober years. 
for Nurses, 


also aided in founding. Survived by a 
daughter and three grandchildren. 
Charles E. Kiser, shooter employed by 
Kansas Torpedo Company, died at Nowata, 
Okla., October 16, 


with 


following short illness 
Mr. Kiser, em- 
sold to the McNamara 
Brothers the explosive which was used later 
to blow up the office of the Los 


Times. 


pneumonia. while 


ployed at Casey, IIl., 


\ngeles 
Leaves a wife, a son and a daugh 

Francis E. Hammond, inventor of system 
for measuring the capacity of oil tank cars, 
died at his home near Cuba, N. Y., October 
16. after an illness of several months. In 
Hayes, of Franklin, 
Pa., Mr. Hammond drilled first gas well in 
Allegany county field. Three sons and three 


company with F. W. 


daughters survive him. 


Theodore Swanson, aged 50 years, 
known producer in 


Weil 
Mid-Continent field, 
found dead in bed at Bartlesville, Okla., Ox 

tober 24, death 


apoplexy. 


having been caused by 


Leaves a wife and 
Pa: 

Louis W. Powell, wealthy oil operator, 
with extensive interests at Wytheville, W 
Va., in the California field, died in a taxi 
cab, in New York City, October 24, from 
heart failure. 


family in 
\Varren, 


Wife and daughter survive 
him. 

Harry Swayze, superintendent of Miocen: 
Oil Company, in Maricopa, Cal., died on 
train enroute to Maricopa, October 10, from 
heart failure. 

Robert E. Holliday, aged 16, son of C. A 
Holliday, gauger in Wildwood, Pa., district 
for Southwest Pennsylvania Pipe Line Com- 
pany, dropped dead from heart failure on 
Fifth avenue, Pittsburgh, October 23. 

Philip Martin, for 26 years oil inspector 
for Standard Oil Company of New York, 
died at Gansvort, N. Y., October 18. Sur 
vived by a son and three daughters. 

Isaac C. Ralph, senior member of oi! 
producing firm of Ralph Brothers, died at 
Bradford, Pa., after a few hours illness, aged 


69 years. Was large owner of production 


in Pennsylvania and Ohio fields. Two 
brothers and two sisters survive him. 
John B. Young, aged 71, died in Philade} 


phia, Pa., October 21, from effects 
tion performed two weeks before. 
past 20 years was agent for the National 
Transit Company at Philadelphia. Wife 
and one son survive him. 

S. C. Sharrits, former operator in Lima 
fields, died at his Lima home Noy. 1, aged 43 
vears, after a lingering illness. 
six children survive him. 
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Seed Bag and Subsequent Operating Methods 


How Oil Production Can be Conserved by a Critical 
Study of the Past--Discussed by a Veteran Producer 


By Miles W. Quick. 
(Second Paper.) 

Note—All rights to the use of this paper 
are held by the National Petroleum Pub- 
lishing Company, under its copyright cover- 
ing each, this and every issue.) 

It being conclusive that many oil-produc- 
ing wells operated during the early sixties 
yielded larger volumes of petroleum from 
like saturated formations than have since 
rewarded activities, efforts to establish har- 
monious relations between natural laws and 
witnessed results necessitates a brief inves- 
tigation of both drilling and producing 
methods, lest the controlling factors which 
we seek escape our attention. 

As our investigations involve no more 
than the penetration of oil-producing for- 
mations, and the expulsion of saturating 
petroleums therefrom, suffice it to say that 
when wells were being drilled during the 
early sixties—there being then no known 
method of excluding surface waters when 
oil-bearing sands were penetrated—columns 
of water reached nearly or quite to the 


surface—in all but exceptional cases—the 
pressures exerted by these waters being 
preventive of expulsion of petroleums prior 
to completion and equipment of wells. 

The drilling tools employed at this time 
consisted of a “center-bit,” and “reamer.” 
The bits were drawn to a sharp edge, like 
that of a cold-chisel, the reamers being 
semi-round with outside diameters the same 
as the inside diameters of the finished holes. 
In drilling the oil-producing formations the 
bit was first used, the sediments bailed with 
sand-pumps, after which the holes were fin- 
ished with the reamers. 

Several important features in connection 
with the completion of wells in this manner 
are worthy of note: 

First, the downward pressures of columns 
of surface waters were adequate for pre- 
senting resistance sufficient to prevent any 
escape of volatile petroleums prior to the 
equipment of wells with seed-bags. 

Second, with the ever-present volumes of 
waters during drilling operations, and the 
character of tools employed, there could 
have been but immaterial tamping of ob- 
structive sediments into the avenues of 
expulsion. 

As producing formations are now being 
drilled with the introduction of no more 


water than absolutely necessary for mixing 
up and facilitating the removal of sedi- 
ments, as some strata contain bands of 
shale and intermixed clays which combine 
with drillings in the formation of plastic 
muds, and as the bits now employed are 
facilitative of tamping and closing the ave- 
nues of expulsion, this phase of the prob- 
lem can not be lightly passed. In fact, evi- 
dences of such closing of formations are 
presented in nearly all the oil-producing 
fields, this being so manifest in some locali- 
ties that no oil whatever is expelled before 
the sediments are removed by torpedo ex- 
plosions; it being necessary at times to ex- 
plode torpedoes at different attitudes before 
“pay-streaks” are opened. 

In other words, we have almost conclu- 
sive evidences showing that with the use 
of volumes of water sufficient to prevent 
both the formation of plastic sediments and 
the liberation of expansive forces prior to 
the completion and equipment of oil-pro- 
ducing wells, the ultimate exhaustion of 
waters and coincident liberation of these 
forces, would initiate expulsion under more 
favorable conditions for the removal of 
comminuted rock sediments than can be 
anticipated from the explosion of torpedoes. 


USING THE SEED-BAGS. 


In preparing to tube these early welis, 
the location at which the seed-bags wer 
to be placed having been decided, sufficient 
tubing to reach from these points to the 
working barrels when the latter were low- 
ered to the required depth was carefully 
measured; the working barrels were then 
attached to the bottom joints, these insert- 
ed into wells and followed by the attach- 
ment of successive joints until the meas- 
ured tubing—except the seed-bag sections 
was hanging in the wells. 

Leather seed-bags—not unlike an elong- 
ated boot leg—which, when expanded, 
would fit the inside of the drilled shafts, 
were then slipped over the seed-bag joints 
and securely fastened by wrapping the 
lower ends with twine. The annular spaces 
between the tubing and bags were now 
filled with flax-seed, a ring having the same 
diameter as the inside of the wells being 
passed over the outside to make sure they 
were of the proper size. The upper ends 
were then tied like the lower, punctured for 


the admission of water, the joints screwed 


into the collars of the tubing hanging in 
the wells, additional joints being consecu- 
tively added until the working barrels and 
seed-bags reached the required depths. 

Wells having been thus tubed, sucker- 
rods were inserted and removal of the re- 
sisting waters by pumping began. Under 
favorable conditions it usually required but 
a short time to so reduce the resisting wa- 
ters that expulsion of petroleums was ini- 
tiated, oil coincidently entered the tubing, 
displaced and expelled water columns, and 
flows of petroleums into surface tanks fol- 
lowed. Pumping activities now ceased and 
spontaneous expulsion continued during va- 
rious periods of time, in some instances for 
more than two years with daily averages of 
between 600 and 1,000 barrels. 

As we are compelled to recognize oil- 
bearing formations as sealed reservoirs—as 
reservoirs surrounded by formations prac- 
tically impervious to the entrance of dis- 
placing waters—the phenomena of expulsion 
of petroleums into these early wells leads, 
us to several inevitable conclusions: 


WHAT IT MEANS. 


First, it was impossible for expulsion to 
become initiated before water resistance 
was reduced below the maximum degrees 
of intra-strata expansive force. 

Second, expansive-expulsive forces, utilized 
during flowing periods were greater in de- 
grees than the resistance of the columns of 
liquid within tubing during its elevation to 
the surface. 

Third, the heat utilized in effecting ex- 
pulsion was no greater in volume than that 
requisite for liberating the spontaneously 
volatile constituents of crude saturations 
possessed of maximum degrees of elasticity. 

Fourth, with the unremitting resistance 
exerted by ascending columns of expelled 
products, heat utilization in effecting limited 
expansion was insufficient to materially 
lower the normal temperatures of either ex- 
pelled or unexpelled saturations. 

Fifth, so long as volumes of expelled 
products were adequate for a maintenance 
of columns of product in process of eleva- 
tion to the surface, maximum degrees of 
expansive force were liberated with mini- 
mum volumes of heat. 


Sixth, when expulsion eventually became 


inadequate for the maintenance of unremit- 
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ting liquid columns, periods of intermittent 
flowing activities were introduced. 

Seventh, with the termination of each 
periodical flow, the liberated gases trapped 
below seed-bags, expelled liquids from 
within tubing, and expulsion thereafter en- 
countered no material resistance until col- 
umns of expelled product again headed up 
and arrested volatilization 

Eighth, on the termination of each flow 
the reduced resistance to intra-strata ex- 
pansion superinduced excessive heat utili- 
zation with inseparable refrigeration and 
deterioration in degrees of unliberated ex- 
pansive forces 

Ninth, periodical flows being attended 
with heat-exhaustion from constantly ex- 
panding areas, flows were succeeded by 
constantly lengthening heat-recuperative 
periods until, ultimately, sucker-rods were 
put in operation and products pumped as 
fast as expelled from formations. 

Tenth, with unremitting pumping opera- 
tions (the universal custom during the 
seed-bag era), all resistance to expulsion 
was ultimately removed, expansion became 
unlimited in degrees—even facilitated by 
vacuums below seed-bags—heat utilization 
was excessive, deterioration in degrees of 
expansive-expulsive forces unavoidable, con- 
gealation of paraffines inevitable, and vol- 
umes of expelled petroleums negligible. 


THE THREE STAGES. 

There were thus three stages of oil-pro- 
ducing operations during the seed-bag era: 
During the first stage, ideally efficient, con- 
servation and utilization of heat in the lib- 
eration of expulsive forces; during the sec- 
ond, periodical excessive heat utilization 
with coincident deterioration of tempera- 
tures and degrees of liberated forces; dur- 
ing the third, no interposed resistance to 
expulsion, in efficient heat utilization, low 
degrees of liberated force and rapid de- 
crease in volumes oi production superin- 
duced by refrigerative influences, these 
three stages, having been attended by max- 
imum, medium and minimum volumes of 
expelled products. 

Comparing these three stages of early 
producing activities with those introduced 
with “dry casing’—those which prevail at 
the present time, and which have prevailed 
since the early seventies—we do not find 
even a close approach to the efficiencies of 
the first in the conservation and utilization 
of heat—but sporadic operations which fa- 
voralfy compare with the second—univer- 
sally prevailing producing methods closely 
duplicating the third, and attended with like 
inefficient utilization of heat and insepar- 
able refrigerative deterioration of expansive- 
expulsive forces. 

In other words, the universally prevailing 
methods for the operation of oil-producing 
wells at the present time superinduce the 
conditions within all wells—from the be- 
ginning to the termination of their produc- 
ing existence 


x which, during the seed-bag 
era, obtained only subsequent to the termi- 
nation of phenomenal flowing  stages—— 
stages attended by such ultimate volumes 
of product as to cause those more recently 
engaging in the producing industry to ques- 
tion the authenticity of preserved records. 


NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS. 


WHAT HISTORY SHOWS. 

In reviewing available data for evidences 
of these extremes, attention is first called 
to experiences on the lower McElhenny 
farm, Oil Creek, contained in “Henry’s 
Earlier and Later History of Petroleum”— 
pages 226 and 227—from which the follow- 
ing information and extracts are derived: 

The first well on the McElhenny farm, 
the Fountain, was completed during May, 
1861, oil being encountered in the bottom 
of the third sand, which had a total thick- 
ness of 60 feet. Of the completion of this 
well, Henry says: 

“The first intimation the drillers had of 
oil was the gradual rising of a foam, under 
which was a volume of water boiling and 
rushing over the top of the drilling pipe 
(probably what is now known as the con- 
ductor pipe). This continued for some 
moments, the column of water mixed with 
oil steadily rising to the height of eight or 
ten feet above the drilling pipe, when it 
seemed to explode, and the oil followed in 
immense volumes, rising to the altitude of 
the derrick and above it.” 

This well flowed about 300 barrels per 
day during six months subsequent to its 
completion, when it stopped instantly, 
never afterwards producing a barrel of oil. 
To again quote: 

“It was agreed upon all hands that the 
well was destroyed by paraftine for the lead 
pipe to the tanks—200 feet distant—was 
completely filled up with it to such solidity 
that a sucker rod could not be driven 
through it with a sledge hammer. Only 
thirty feet of tubing was ever used in this 
well, and the hole doubtless presented the 
same appearance as to obstructions as did 
the lead pipe. The verdict was, the Foun- 
tain well was destroyed by paraffine.” 

The Fountain being the first well to en- 
counter oil in the third sand on Oil Creek, 
or at like depth—460 feet—operating meth- 
ods were undoubtedly more or less crude 
and experimental. As but 30 feet of tubing 
were employed in its equipment, the well 
below the bottom of the seed-bag was no 
more nor less than a 430-foot cylinder, al- 
ternately becoming filled and voided of 
seething and boiling petroleums from 
which escaping vapors were constantly car- 
rying off heat and reducing temperatures. 

As a well equipped in this manner could 
flow only periodically, its operation was in- 


evitably attended with such excessive re- 
frigerative influences as are cited in the 
quoted paragraph—separation of amorphous 
paraftines from crude oils without congeala- 
tion being an universally recognized impos- 
sibility. 

CLEANED OUT THE EMPIRE. 

While the Fountain well was still flowing, 
another well was completed in close prox- 
imity thereto, and undoubtedly more effi- 
ciently equipped. Of this well Henry says, 
on page 227: 

“The Empire well, same farm, was 
completed about September 20, 1861. The 
Empire had the same sands and the same 
depth of ‘third sand’ as that found in the 
Fountain well. When struck, she started 
off.at 2,500 barrels. Six weeks after she 
began to flow, 2,200 barrels was her regular 
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daily output! She flowed nearly 8 months, 
gradually falling off to about 1,200, when, 
in May, 1862, she, like her predecessor, the 
Fountain, stopped as suddenly and mys- 
teriously as did her consort, but not with 
the same fatality as to future profit. The 
Empire was soon after cleaned out, and the 
pump applied to her, and for some months 
she produced 600 barrels per day, and then 
fell off, and for 8 or 9 months gave out 
about 300 barrels per day.” 

In passing it may be said that the cited 
pumping average of 600 barrels per day 
would have been an impossibility unless the 
well pumped and flowed at the same time. 
In this latter event there would have been 
continuous resistance to expulsion, with 
modified intra-strata expansion, and but 
slight refrigerative deterioration in degrees 
of liberated expulsive forces. 

Meager though this data is, the deduction 
that the Fountain well was operated with 
an utilization of liberated forces with less 
efficiency than attended the producing ac- 
tivities of the Empire well, is justified. The 
same sand was encountered; it was of the 
same thickness; there were apparently no 
greater percentages of volatile constituents 
within the product from the Empire than in 
that yielded by the Fountain. Further than 
this, the Fountain was the initial well to 
discover and penetrate the third sand, and 
unquestionably encountered undisturbed 
saturations possessed of maximum degrees 
of expansive force, while this can not be 
said of the subsequently completed Empire 
well. 

That the comparatively smaller produc- 
tion from the Fountain than from the Em- 
pire well was due to the inefficient method 
of its operation is further shown by prod- 
ucts procured from subsequently completed 
wells in close proximity thereto: 

The Davis and Wheelock, struck in the 
fall of 1862, had a capacity of 1,500 barrels; 
Densmore No. 1, completed about the same 
time, flowed 600 barrels; No. 2, 400, and No. 
3, 500 barrels per day. These wells were 
all struck about the same time—approxi- 
mately one year after the completion of 
the Fountain and Empire—and on a two- 
acre lease! The Crocker, completed about 
the same time as the Densmore wells, 
flowed about 1,000 barrels per day. Be- 
sides these, the Hibbard well, completed 
during March, 1863, flowed 400 barrels; the 
American, finished about the same time, 
500 barrels, and the Canfield, completed in 
the summer of 1863, 400 barrels. During 
the fall, winter and spring of 1862 and 1863, 
the product of this farm was between five 
and six thousand barrels per day! 


MADE OIL CHEAP. 


In terminating his comments on the Em- 
pire well, Henry says: 

“One incident connected with the history 
of the Empire well will bear repetition. 
While in the height of her ‘flow,’ one 
month’s product was sold to Bradley & Son, 
of Cleveland, Ohio, for five hundred dol- 
Irs! Not less than 100,000 barrels of oil 
poured out of her during this thirty days.” 

On the Espy farm, adjoining the lower 
McElhenny, the Buckeye well was com- 
pleted during September, 1861, with a pro- 
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duction of 1,000 barrels per day. Of this 
well, Henry says, page 229: 

“The Buckeye was a famous producer. 
The tanks to receive the oil were set up 
on the hills above her, two hundred feet, 
and for a year the oil was forced into these 
tanks.” 

By locating the receiving tanks of the 
Buckeye 200 feet above the well, the re 
sistance to expulsion of its product was 
increased at least from 50 to 60 pounds per 
square inch above that at any time encoun- 
tered within either the Fountain or Em- 
pire wells. 

As the Buckeye was completed the same 
month as the Empire, and maintained its 
flows during one year, while the Empire 
was put to pumping in eight months, it is 
evident that the increased resistance to ex- 
pulsion superinduced by elevating its prod- 
uct some 200 feet higher, did not retard its 
output—if indeed it did not superinduce 
increased conservation of heat, and the lib- 
eration of potential forces with greater 
efficiency. 

The United States well at Pithole was 
completed during January, 1865, starting off 
at 650 barrels. In the following June it 
was flowing 40 jets per minute, and produc- 
ing 200 barrels per day. The sucker rods 
were then withdrawn from the tubing, the 
output being increased to 800 barrels. Ina 
short time, however, it became necessary to 
put back the rods, and, during November 
of that year, water was expelled in such 
volumes that the well was abandoned. 


As the spontaneous production of the 
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United States well was temporarily in- 
creased from 200 to 800 barrels per day by 
a reduction of resistance, it is conclusive 
that the previous six months’ operations 
had not materially deteriorated the degrees 
of intra-strata expulsive forces, and that 
the maintained maximum resistance had 
prevented the entrance of water from the 
dual saturated formation. 


SALT WATER IS BAD. 


The conditions attending the entrance of 
salt water into wells are indirectly suggest- 
ed by Henry on page 215, where he says: 

“We have stated that brine is found in 
all wells, but it is not always found in large 
producing wells when at their best, the ap- 
pearance of salt water in good producing 
wells is generally a precursor of a decreased 
production. As to the why or wherefore 
of this connection, our superficial philos- 
ophy must place a finger on the lip and be 
modestly silent—for the present.” 

At the time Henry wrote his history, oil- 
producing operations in the third sand were 
limited to the area between Tidioute on the 
northeast, and Scrubgrass to the southwest, 
in which intermediate localities salt water 
was universally encountered and made its 
appearance coincident with reduction of 
resistance to its expulsion. 

While it was as well known then as at 
present that salt water is approximately 35 
per cent heavier than oil; that the saturat- 
ing oils are alone possessed of expansive 
forces possible of effecting the displace- 
ment of either, and that 35 per cent of the 
liberated forces may be utilized in expul- 


o 


A 


sion of oil without admitting water, the <o- 
relation of these facts was not takerf into 
consideration, or the restraining finger 
could have been removed from the lip of 
Philosophy. 

Emphasis should be given to the fact that 
during these early periods none but wells 
yielding phenomenal volumes of product 
were given space by historians, the cat- 
aclysms which terminated the producing 
activities of such phenomenal wells being 
alone noted. 

After what has already been said it would 
be superrogation to discuss and make de- 
ductions from the meager data showing that 
the Crocker well (Foster farm, 1862), after 
pumping water two months, began to flow 
oil at the rate of 500 barrels per day; the 
Phillips and Woodford wells (Tarr farm, 
1861), which each produced water only 
when its consort was not operated, and the 
Crescent well (Tarr farm, 1861), which 
flowed during more than 13 months and 
then stopped suddenly, “never thereafter 
produced a barrel of oil.” 


It seems unnecessary to further extend . 


these citations in support of the contention 
that there are both efficient and inefficient 


methods for the operation of oil-producing . 


wells—that intra-strata forces may be 
either conserved, liberated and utilized in 
an expulsion of maximum volumes of pe- 
troleums, or released with influences op- 
posed to such expulsion—that the entrance 
of salt water into wells in association with 
oils is preventable—that the output from 
wells may be maintained with higher than 
present averages, and that far larger per- 


power plant on your lease ? 


OIL MEN. ATTENTION! 


With the price of Crude Oil higher than it has been in over seventeen years, and with ‘‘good times”’ ahead for 
the PRODUCER, don’t you think that this is the proper time to commence figuring with us on the installation of a 


OUR TERMS ARE EASY—TIME OR CASH 
Consider, also, the Fuel Economy by the Use of the Emery Gas Driven Air Compressor 


THE EMERY MACHINE COMPANY 


BRADFORD, PA. 
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centages of saturating petroleums are pos- 
sible of ultimate procurement than have re- 
warded producing activities during the past 
forty-live years. 

Operations attended by flows of one hun- 
dred thousand barrels per month from the 
cited Empire, Phillips No. 2, and the Noble 


wells on the 


instantaneous 
cessation of production from the Fountain 


one hand, the 


(after flowing an average of 300 barrels per 
day for about six months), from the Em- 
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pire (terminating a minimum daily average 
of 1,200 barrels), and the Noble well (after 
flowing nearly two years, and which was 
flowing between 300 and 400 barrels per 
day when its producing career terminated), 
both finger-board the trail steps in search 
of ideal oil-well operating methods must 
follow, and mark the ramifications there- 
from with the warning sign, DANGER! 
Note—As there is an almost universally 


prevailing (yet demonstratably erroneous) 


Bradford Operators Look For 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

BRADFORD, PA., Dec. 8.—Operations 
in the Bradford field have been unusually ac- 
tive during the month of November, pre- 
sumably due to the fine weather which has 
prevailed for the most part. Some rains, how- 
ever, made hauling over the country roads 
difficult in many instances. If the same kind 
of weather continues during the larger part 
of the winter, it is probable that there will 
be little or no let-up in the drilling. 

Operators in the Bradford field are usually 
optimistic and look for an advance in the price 
of the crude product. The recent advances in 
the price of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, to- 
gether with the increase of 25 points in the 
refined market, tend to bear out the belief 
that the users of petroleum and its products 
must look to the old field for their supply of 
crude. No gushers have been found of late 
and no new territory has been discovered. 

In the city of Bradford there are some 
town lot wells and those completed during the 
month have been but average producers. 

In the Sartwell field, the locations have been 
well drilled over and average producers have 
been found. The balance of the territory is 
rapidly being drilled. 

In the Indian Creek district near Eldred, the 
producers are enjoying the benefits of the 
flood. Drake Brothers have a 25-barrel well 
in their No. 5 on the Drake farm. This well 
has made two Hows and after being given the 
shot the hole filled up 800 feet with oil. 
lranchot Brothers have a well completed about 
a month ago which is doing 10 barrels a day. 
Hamlin & Company are to drill ten wells at 
once on the Woodmancy farm, which is also 
in the flood district. 

The Holmes & Johnson well on the Maloney 
farm, Bennet Brook road, has been completed. 
This well had its setbacks. Once the drill 
struck a gas pocket and caught fire. The 
flames were extinguished without much loss. 
When shot there was a ready response with 
the fluid and the well is expected to make a 
light producer, which is usually the rule in 
that section of the local field. 

DUKE CENTRE HAPPY. 

In Duke Centre they are enjoying an era 
of prosperity owing to the oil industry equalled 
only in the very early days of the oil excite- 
ment. The high price of crude and the splen- 
did weather have been very desirable adjuncts 
for the operations on the hill. In addition to 
the many new wells a number of wells of the 
olden times are being resurrected. Then, too, 
the pipe line of the Pennsylvania Products 
Refining Company, whose new refinery is 
located at Eldred, has been laid to the vicinity 
of Knapps Creek hill and the oil is being run 


from the Duke Centre wells. The company 


pays the producer $2.70 a barrel for his oil 
without deducting the usual two per cent for 
waste and dirt, making the price equivalent to 
$2.75 a barrel. Many families have moved 
into Duke Centre during the past few months 
and there is not a vacant house in the place. 
Here, too, bad roads have been a handicap 
in making good headway. 

George W. Moore, sales manager for the 
Emery Machine Company, has recently in- 
stalled an Emery compressor on his lease on 
the Kisam tract at Song Bird. 

The Foster & Davis well No. 2 on the 
Quintuple at Lewis Run has been completed 
and is a fine producer. 

The McAmbridge Oil Company, in which 
E. C. Emery and F M. Johnston of Brad- 
ford are interested, has purchased the hold- 
ings of the Chapin Oil Company at Nowata, 
Okla. The tract comprises 180 acres and has 
22 producing wells. 

Lester Cohn has installed a 50-horsepower 
Emery air cempressor on his lease at Cole- 
ville. 

PATENTS NEW PACKER. 

J. S. Stinson of Jackson avenue, this city, 
has received word from the patent office in 
Washington that he has been granted a patent 
on an oil well packer designed for shutting off 
water without using casing. The manufacture 
of the packer will commence soon and will be 
placed on the market from Pittsburgh. In 
several tests the new invention worked to per- 
fection and is expected to fill a long felt want. 

The bailer and several hundred feet of the 
sand line were lost recently at the deep well 
at Derrick City, making a long and tedious 
fishing job necessary. 

The Stray Oil Company’s No. 1. natural 
producer on the Ballet farm at Limestone has 
The 
well had to stop pumping on account of short- 
age of tankage facilities after 35 barrels had 
been placed in a tank. Since that time about 
15 barrels a day is the record. 


made a remarkable showing up to date. 


The oil came 
from a stray sand at a depth of only 920 feet. 

The River Oil Company’s No. 3 on the 
Backus farm at Smethport has been com- 
pleted and is good for from two to three 
barrels a day. 

The Oil Well Supply Company in its Brad- 
ford shops are manufacturing six big packers, 
two each for 14, 16 and 18-inch holes, which 
are to be shipped to Burmah, India. 

The Minard Run Oil Company's well on 
the Moody lease at Aiken, Pa., which was 
shot November 25, has an interesting history. 
The well was drilled in in 1876 and was the 
first well drilled above Bradford in that direc- 
tion. The rig was built in Chicago where it 
had been used in drilling water wells. The 
well started off at 100 barrels. In 1882 it had 


Cleveland, Ohio, 
opinion that the decline in the output from 
oil-producing wells gives evidence of what 
is termed drainage of territory, the next 
paper will be devoted to a discussion of 
the generally unrecognized potential forces 
possessed by the class of petroleum satura- 
tions under this to be fol- 
lowed by an elaboration of the essentials 


consideration, 


for a realization of ideal efficiencies in the 
liberation and utilization of expulsive forces 
during all stages of oil-well operations. 


Raise in Price 


settled to a four-barrel production and was 
abandoned. A short time ago the work of 
resurrecting the well was commenced and since 
it was shot with 120 quarts of high explosive, 
has shown signs of making about two barrels 
a day. 

MAGAZINE BLOWS UP. 

The Van Curen Torpedo Company’s maga- 
zine, located in Miller Hollow, two miles south- 
east of Bolivar, was blown to pieces on Mon- 
day, November 23. Two employes of the 
company, Allie Sybee, a well known maker 
and shooter, and Jud Carey, an assistant, made 
a mad rush for their lives when they found 
that the place had fired. The two men went 
to the high explosive plant early in the after- 
noon with drums of acid and had started to 
make what would have eventually been about 
150 quarts of nitroglycerin, but the stuff had 
not nitrated when the two their 
danger and skipped. Both men escaped with- 
out injury. The demolished building and con- 
tents entailed a financial loss of about $1,200. 

The Oil Company, composed of 
George J. Reidy, R. L. Mason, Lewis Emery 
and Fred C. Scott, is building a rig and pre- 


men saw 


Reidy 


‘paring to drill a well near the old Hardwood 


There are loca- 
a dozen wells and it 
pected that the territory will be 
the limit if the first well pans out. 

E. C. Emery, of Bradford, has purchased 
the Frank Fritz oil property at Simpson. The 
property consists of 130 acres of land and a 
daily production of 12 barrels of oil and about 
100,000 feet of gas. The deal was perfected 
through the agency of A. J. Douglas & Com- 
pany. 

Milt Maxwell, formerly a well known resi- 
dent of Bradford, is here on a brief visit. He 
came from Kittanning, Pa., and he is the em- 
bodiment of health. Milt has prospered in oil 
and other business undertakings and is now 
a resident of that proverbial Easy street. He 
had valuable leases in Oklahoma in the be- 
ginning of the early oil development there, 
but the alkali water and burning heat of the 
summer did not agree with him and he sold 
out his holdings and came back to Pennsyl- 
vania. Had he retained his oil property in 
Oklahoma he would have been directly on 
the belt and his condition financially might 
have been even better. But Milt has no fault 
to find. 

The Wouldbe Oil Company’s No. 1 on the 
Cogswell farm at Limestone was tied up for 
a time by accident. In driving pipe a large 
boulder was encountered and the pipe col- 
lapsed. The trouble was later remedied. 

Berridge & Company’s No. 5 on the Curtis 
farm above Nusbaum’s chemical factory, West 
Branch, has been completed and made better 
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than the usual well in that vicinity. It is con- 
ceded to be the best well drilled on the West 
Branch in years. 

Caldwell & Company, contractors, have com- 
pleted a well for McGowan & Ruddy, No. 1, 
on Euclid avenue. This well made a fine 
showing of both oil and gas in the second sand. 

TALKED TO SPIRIT. 

Robert McCrane, a New York lawyer who 
was formerly a telegraph operator in Brad- 
ford, is not a spiritualist, but he tells of an 
experience in a Bradford telegraph office 
which caused him to sit up and take notice. 
“Bobby,” who recently visited in Bradford, 
was telling about it. “I had been trying some 
experiments with a planchette,” he said. “And 
as | was doing a night trick in the National 
Transit office, I thought one night that I would 
delve into the unknown just a trifle. A tele- 
grapher, one who was a friend of mine, had 
died. I wondered if it would be possible for 
him to communicate with me. This night 
there was little to do on the wire. After 1 
a. m. I tried by experiment. I touched the 
key and sounded the letter which was my 
friend’s call. The office was silent. No one 
was present but myself. As soon as I clicked 
off the call there was an almost immediate 
response. The answer was my friend's ‘sig.’ I 
thought I would collapse I was so surprised. 
But I pulled myself together. “How are you?” 
| asked in Morse characters and then came 
something that surprised me even more. The 
answer was that the spirit of my friend was 
not enjoying its sojourn in the other world. 
The click of the sounder informed me that it 
was dissatisfied. I did not ask any more ques- 
tions. And from that day to this I have 
wondered just how that manifestation was 
brought about. I don’t pretend to explain it. 
[ merely tell it as it happened.” 

McGregor & Grant’s No. 36 at Davis, and 
located on the Moody tract, has been com- 
pleted and is a fine producer. 


The Department of Mines of Canada has 
issued a summary report on the petroleum and 
natural gas resources of that country, com- 
piled from investigations made by [Frederick 
G. Clapp and F. G. Huntley. [In view of the 
widespread interest taken in Canadian oil de- 
velopments at the present time, copies of the 
summary should prove interesting reading to 
those interested in oil production. Copies can 
be secured from the Canadian Bureau of 
Mines, Ottawa, Canada. 


Upon the recommendation of Secretary of 
the Interior Lane, President Wilson has with- 
drawn from entry 45,720 acres of land in 
southern California, believed to contain val- 
uable oil deposits. This new government re- 
serve contains 2,000 acres in the Sunset dis- 
trict, within fifty miles of Bakersfield, and 
approximately 44,000 acres in the Belridge- 
Lost Hills region. 

Active prospecting for oil and gas is now 
going on along Wheeler Ridge, near the Sun- 
set district, which is underlain by strata 
similar to those which are yielding the greater 
portion of the oil in the developed portion 
of the Sunset field. 

The reserved acreage in the Beldridge-Lost 
Hills region lies between the developed por- 
tions of those fields. 
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My Cream Ointment 
Greatest Remedy on Earth 


For scalds, ruptures or itching of the skin, blood poisoning, piles 
(protruding or bleeding), ulcers, fever sores, cuts, boils, felons and eczema 
Unexcelled for its healing and soothing qualities 
Gives immediate relief in all cases. Always fresh. Never becomes rancid. 


PN we : This Ointment is on sale at all drug stores. If your druggist does not carry it 
t in stock, have him send for it, or we will send it, postage prepaid, on receipt of the 


Price 35 Cents Per Box 


JOURNAL OIL COMPANY, 


Direct all communications to JOHN HAGGERTY, Bradford, Pa., U. 8. A. 


THE McELWAINE MFG. & AUTO. CO. 


Manufacturers of the Celebrated 


Hoadley Packers and Sage Pumping Heads 


i_ Shops and Garage: 54 Webster Street, Bradford, Penn. 


Allegany, N. Y., Oil Operations 
Make Busy City of Olean 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

OLEAN, N. Y., Dec. 6.—This city and 
vicinity is being placed rapidly on the map 
as an oil producing section. Every day some- 
one brings in a new well. This is particularly 
true of that section about Allegany, N. Y. 
There are a number of lively shops turning out 
machinery and tools for use in the oil busi- 


ness. 


George Luther, Olean, N. Y. 


George H. Luther came to Olean in 1881. He 
is at the head of the Luther Manufacturing 
Company, employing 45 men. It is of inter- 
est to note that the Luther Company is manu- 
facturing a nitroglycerin machine which has 
been known for twenty years in every sectton 
of the world where there are oil operations 
and mining. These machines have also been 
shipped to Cuba and South American points. 

The Myrick Machine Company has a large 
plant here. A gas engine and pumping head 
are among the tools placed on the market for 
oil men. A new and much improved engine 
is being planned to be sold in the spring. 

The Hall Oil Company recently drilled in 
their No. 1 on the George Bennett farm in 


Bennett Hollow on the Five Mile and it made 


a showing of about 30 barrels the first day. 
The members of the company are much pleased 
with the splendid showing and will continue 
their operations as rapidly as possible. The 
company has a tract of 495 acres and if other 
wells come up to No. 1 the company will have 
a fine production. 

Joseph Gallett’s No. 7 on the Karl farm at 
Allegany has been completed and after being 
shot made a showing above the average for 
the field. 

L. Y. Miller & Son’s No. 1 on the Ward 
farm is still producing ten barrels a day and 
No. 2 has been started. 

Luse & Mallory’s No. 3 on the Miller farm 
has recently been completed and from the 
Bradford sand made an average producer. 

Artley & Dresser are drilling well No. 2 
on the McGavern farm at Allegany. 

The Allegany, N. Y., field has been operated 
continually during the past summer and fall 
and there are no signs of a let up. The terri- 
tory is becoming more defined but there is still 
much room for wildcat operations. 


BRADFORD DEEP WELL 
TO BE DRILLED FARTHER 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

BRADFORD, PA., Dec. 5.—The directors 
of the Bradford Deep Well Company recently 
held a meeting and decided to continue to drill 
in the deep well at Derrick City indefinitely. 
A new cable has been ordered and until that 
arrives drilling will be practically suspended. 

At the meeting it was decided to raise about 
$2,000 from the various larger producers as 
a fund to carry on the work. The well is 
nearly 6,000 feet deep. It has also been de- 
cided to make another request for an install- 
ment on the capital stock. 

The Deyo Independent Oil Company has 
been organized at Binghamton, N. Y., with a 
capital of $20,000, to take over the oil business 
formerly operated by A. Herbert and Richard 
Deyo. 
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First Shot in West Virginia Caused Young Panic 


Pioneer Operator Who Aided Shooter with Cold 
Feet Describes Flight of Uolcano Residents 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

PARKERSBURG, W. VA., Dec. 4.—In 
view of the fact that every year there are 
thousands of shots of nitroglycerine put 
into wells by shooters who, with their up- 
to-date methods and knowledge of the fluid, 
incur no greater danger than in numerous 
other occupations, the following account of 
T. H. Murphy, better known as “Yank” 
Murphy in oil circles, a pioneer oil man of 
this state, of the first shot ever put in an 
oil well in West Virginia, throws light on 
the hazardous undertakings of the pioneer 
shooters. 

“It was in the year of 1869, just after oil 
had been found at Volcano, and a field of 
considerable importance had sprung up that 
the first shot of nitroglycerine was put in 
a well in this Mr. Murphy. 
“Previous to this nitroglycerine had been 
used in Pennsylvania, but I do not believe 
to any great extent, and found successful. 
At this time Colonel Longmore was an ex- 
tensive operator at Volcano and determined 
to have a shot put into a forty-barrel well 
he had, and he sent to Pennsylvania for a 
man to do the work. 


state,” said 


“The shooter came bringing his glycerine 
with him, and on the day appointed to shoot 
the well the entire population of the town 
of Volcano, some three hundred inhabi- 
tants, turned out in gala attire to witness 
the feat. I was pumping a well at that 
time directly across from the Longmore 
well and, like the rest, had an overwhelm- 
ing curiosity to see the thing work, but I 
differed from the crowd inasmuch as I knew 
the deadly nature of fluid and the danger 
connected with getting it ready. 

“The shooter, who was inexperienced— 
this probably being his first attempt to put 
a shot in alone—seemed to me to take a 
long time, and finally when I could stand 
it no longer I went over to see what was 
the matter. I found the man trembling so 
violently he could hardly work and he was 
covered with perspiration. I offered to help 
him, and although at that time no one had 
ever heard the term ‘cold feet,’ I surely did 
experience them then in the forty-seven 
varieties, but thanks to that special provi- 
dence that some one says looks after our 
kind, he finally got the glycerine in the can. 
He used two quarts and the manner of put- 
ting it off in those days was to jerk the 
string on which the can hung three times. 
On this string there was a lock, like a gun 
lock, and the jerking of the string caused 
the hammer to hit the cap, thus setting off 
the shot. The shooter gave a profound sigh of 
relief when he finally touched off the shot, 
but what was our surprise when, on turn- 
ing around, he saw the crowd, which had 
pressed as close as they possibly could dur- 
ing the most dangerous period of the prep- 
aration, now fleeing in the greatest con- 
sternation. 


“T might here say that the first shot 
failed to increase the production of the well. 


This shooter had brought enough glycerine 
to shoot another well for which he had con- 
tracted for, but found it was not ready. He 
had to return to Pennsylvania, and as he 
did not want to carry the extra glycerine 
back with him he took it into the woods and 
hid it under a log. A farmer who lived in 
the vicinity decided to use the log for fire- 
His 


young son of twelve years found the two 


wood and hauled it away with a horse. 


quart cans under the log, and being ignorant 
of the contents, carried it home. His father 
decided it was lard oil and tried to take it 
away from the youngster, who refused to 
give it up without a money consideration, 
which the old man refused. The boy then 
carried it to the storekeeper, who bought it 
from him, cans and all, and having plenty of 
lard oil on hand, he set it down in the cel- 
lar. <A_ short after the shooter re- 
turned to fill his contract and going to the 
place where he had hid his glycerine he 
found it gone. 


time 


He hustled around, found 
out who had removed the log and made 
short work tracing up his cans, which he 


Good Wells trom 


found untouched in the merchant's cellar 
looking as innocent and harmless as pos- 
sible. Something happened which pre- 
vented him putting in this shot, but I sup- 
pose he took his gylcerine with him wher 
he went home. 

“The second attempt to shoot a well in 
this state was by a man named Perry, who 
still lives at Clarksburg, W. Va., and I be- 
lieve | may safely say he and the man help- 
ing him are the only two men who ever had 
two quarts of nitroglycerine go off in their 
hands and lived to tell the tale. Perry and 
his helper had the can lying on the hillside 
while they prepared the glycerine, when a 
premature explosion took place, the two 
quarts letting go. A hole was torn in the 
hill big enough to put a horse and wagon 
in. Yerry was torn and mangled and his 
companion lost his arm and was terribly 
torn up. Both recovered. Perry’s com- 
panion for years after followed the trade 
of shooter, going to Pittsburg in a skiff 
and transporting his own glycerine to work 
with.” 


Condemned 


Territory Surprise W.Va. Talent 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

PARKERSBURG, W. VA., Dec. 6.— 
Light wells are the result of late comple- 
tions in the West Virginia fields. 

The best well reported is Parrish and 
Grove’s test on the K. W. Ogden farm near 
Wallace in Sardis district, Harrison coun- 
ty. The first five hours after it was drilled 
into the Gordon sand pay it placed 60 bar- 
rels to its credit. In the same locality the 
Proved Oil & Gas Company is due in the 
sand at a second test on the F. M. Har- 
bert farm. The Barbes Run Oil & Gas 
Company is due in the sand at a test on the 
James Wallace farm. 

Harrison county is, however, forging to 
the front with good wells located in terri- 
tory that has long since been condemned. 
Within the last few months Sardis district 
has furnished some very gratifying wells, 
and there is still room for a large amount 
of development work in that district. On 
Tenmile Creek, McCormick, Neal and 
Smith drilled their test on the C. E. Thomas 
farm into a second pay and the well pro- 
duced 110 barrels the first twenty-four 
hours. In the same district the Hope Nat- 
ural Gas Company’s No. 2 well on the H. 
M. Garrett farm is holding up at 310 barrels 
a day. 

The Philadelphia Company struck another 
large gas well on the Strother farm in 
Boothcreek district, which yields 5,000,000 
cubic feet daily, and the well is one of the 
best in the county. The Comet Oil & Gas 
Company of Grafton, has a location a few 
hundred yards from the well, and this one 
will likely come in in about three weeks, 
if no bad luck is encountered. 


In Grant district, Ritchie county, the 
South Penn Oil Company’s test on the G. 
W. Sprees farm is in the gas sand and a fair 
gasser. On Elk river, Big Sandy district, 
Kanawha county, the same company’s test 
on the J. A. Osborne farm is in the Big 
Injun sand and is a gasser. 

Near California House, Grant district, the 
South Petroleum Company’s No. 5, on the 
James Harbert farm, is through the Salt 
sand and came very close to being a duster. 
On Flint run, Clay district, Wirt county, 
Miller & Gartlan test on the John Furr farm 
has a show of oil. The showing at this 
very shallow well, only 76 feet, was so good 
that drilling was suspended to make a test 
before drilling deeper. 

On Gillespie run, Grant district, Ritchie 
county, the American Oil Company has 
completed and shot its No. 4 on the N. U. 
Mullenax farm and has a five barrel pump- 
er in the salt sand. 

On the Volcano tract, Grant district, 
Ritchie county, M. West has completed No. 
63, and has a very light pumper in the Big 
Injun sand. 


BROOKE COUNTY. 


In the Beech Bottom pool, in Buffalo dis- 
trict, Brooke county, Grace & Company’s 
test on the P. Leasure farm is through the 
Berea grit and proves a good gasser in that 
formation. Smather & Company’s test on 
the H. Sidler farm is a duster. Across the 
dividing line, in Hancock county, Cyrus 
Ferguson’s test on his own farm is a duster. 
In the same county, the Lick Run Oil Com- 
pany’s No. 16, on the R. Freshwater farm, 
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is a very light pumper. E. A. Freshwater, 

at his No. 6 on his own farm, has the same 

kind of luck. In Buffalo district, Brooke 

county, the Horse Shoe Oil Company and 

Sapp Brothers are due in the sand with a 

second test on John McIntyre farm. 
TYLER COUNTY. 

In Friendly district, Tyler county, Grib- 
ble Brothers have completed a test on the 
IF. L. Virden farm and have a good pumper. 
D. V. Lowther & Company got one of the 
same kind at its test on the Jane Stewart 
farm. The Uneeda Oil & Gas Company is 
drilling No. 7 on the Frank Former farm. 

DODDRIDGE COUNTY. 

On Middle Island Creek, Greenbrier dis- 
trict, Doddridge county, the Hope Natural 
Gas Company’s test on the A. Hinkle farm 
is through the fifth and has a light show 
for oil. 

ROANE COUNTY. 

Roane county is completing a good many 
wells at this time, and nearly all are pro- 
ducers. The South Penn Oil Company has 
completed its No. 7 on the M. L. Farrel) 
farm and has one of the best producers that 
has been completed in that county for a 
number of months. The first twenty-four 
hours after it was through the sand it placed 
200 barrels to its credit. On Green Creek, 
Walton district, the Louis F. Payne Oil 
Company has completed and shot No. 22 on 
the C. C. Lively farm, and has a producer 
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good for twenty barrels a day in the Big 
Injun sand. On Rock Creek, in the same 
district, the Ruckmore Oil Company has 
drilled a test on the E. J. Rucker farm 
through the salt sand and has a five barrel 
pumper. 

MONONGALIA COUNTY. 

On Miracle Run, near Cross Roads, Bat- 
tels district, Monongalia county, the Manu- 
facturers’ Light & Heat Company’s second 
test on the F. N. Efaw farm produced 270 
barrels the first twenty-four hours aiter it 
was drilled into the Gordon sand. 

KANAWHA COUNTY. 

On Jordans Creek, Big Sandy district, 
Kanawha county, the South Penn Oil Com- 
pany has drilled No. 7 on the Hays-David- 
son farm through the Squaw sand and has 
a pumper. In the Blue Creek field in Ka- 
nawha county, the Ahrner Oil & Gas Com- 
pany shot its No. 2 on the Kendall-lisher 
farm and increased its production from 20 
to 40 barrels a day. 

WOOD COUNTY. 

In Williams district, Wood county, H. 
H. Uhl’s No. 8 on the Addie Reynolds farm 
is a duster. Gallagher & Co. got a similar 
one on the B. P. Bookman farm. In Walker 
district. the Pennova Oil & Gas Company’s 
No. 9 on the Adam Feick farm is a five 
barrel pumper. 

A company composed of Parkersburg men 
have made a second test on the Dollman 


Pittsburgh Companies Are All 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

PITTSBURGH, PA., Dec. 9.—Although 
without any deals of the magnitude which 
marked the purchase of the Monongahela Gas 
Company’s holdings in Greene and Washing- 
ton counties by the Philadelphia Company 
the present month is not far behind November 
in interesting developments. 

Field work in West Virginia and Ohio is 
fairly brisk and there have been a number of 
new gassers struck in this part of Pennsyl- 
vania. As was the case in September when 
No. 1 well came in, the National Fireproofing 
Company by getting a dry hole in its Clinton 
sand test in Hocking county, O., again con- 
tributed a feature which stirred those in- 
clined to speculation, only in this case the 
well is of less value than the first, which 
finally dwindled from a 200-barrel producer 
to a 10-barrel one. 

The National Fireproofing Company still 
has faith in the field at Haydenville and will 
further drill its No. 2, while No. 3 is due 
about January 1. This country has produced 
some fair wells, notably that on the Craig 
property, but some siockholders, who grew 
disappointed when No. 2 came in barren, sold 
at once and the stocks were off two points. 

By reason of the financial reorganization of 
its subsidiaries the Philadelphia Company, the 
local gas, electric and street railway corpora- 
tion, is showing improved earnings. For the 
seven months of the fiscal year ended October 
31 the company reported a gross of $13,909,760, 
an increase of $1,772,262 over last year, and 
net of $5,003,873, an increase of $653,785. 

Announcement has been made by S. C. 
Lewis, general manager cf the Eclipse Oi) 
Works of the Atlantic Refining Company, that 


between $100,000 and $125,000 will be spent 
on extensions and betterments to the plant at 
Franklin, Pa. 

Stockholders of the Oklahoma Natural Gas 
Company at a meeting here November 25 ap- 
proved the purchase of the properties of the 
Caney River Gas Company, Osage & Okla- 
homa Company and Oklahoma Fuel Company 
and the gas holdings of the United Fuel Sup- 
ply Company, and authorized the creation of 
a bonded indebtedness of $3,000,000 in order 
to finance the merger. Owing to the absence 
from the city of certain officials the other 
companies concerned have not acted on the 
proposition, but it is felt that the merger 
will be consummated, as in all cases stock 
control rests with the Braden interests. The 
reason for uniting the companies is that all 
ewn ojl and gas wells and serve customers in 
the Tulsa and Guthrie sections of Oklahoma 
and will be able to save heavy office expenses 
by operating under one general head. 

WANTS MCRE MONEY. 

In defending its raise in rates to consumers 
the Manufacturers Light & Heat Company a 
fortnight ago presented statistics before the 
West Virginia Public Service. Commission 
showing the conditions of its holdings, the 
money invested and the reasons the prices 
asked should be charged in order to produce 
a sufficient yield to the owners while the sup- 
ply of gas existed. Assistant General Man- 
ager Miles B. Layton said the company, 
through mergers and extensions, had grown 
from a $300,000 corporation to one of $20.- 
000,000, and had averaged 4% per cent m 
dividends. This year the company has paid 
dividends at the rate of 7 per cent and in 
the event of its rates being sanctioned the 


farm near Murphytown. A well drilled in 
on this farm last week yields twenty barrels 
a day. 

PERSONALS. 

James Deem, who is employed in the oil 
ficlds of Ritchie county, is spending a few 
days with his family here. 

Hermann Hogg. manager of the National 
Supply Company, recently entertained the 
district superintendents and manager of the 
National Supply Company, who were meet- 
ing in this city, at a banquet held at the 
Chancellor hotel. 

John Marshall, aged 60, one of the best 
known oil men throughout the state, died at 
his home at Vienna, November 21. He 
came to this city about six years ago from 
Rutherford, Ritchie county. Mrs. Marshall 
died one week afterwards, of pneumonia. 

William Dement, of the Standard Oil 
Company, suffered a severe fall recently and 
fractured several ribs. 

John Byrne Samuel, of Robinson, III, has 
arrived home for a few days’ visit with 
his family. 

Eugene Beard, of Cairo, bookkeeper for 
the Oil Well Supply Company there, spenta 
few days last month with his parents, At- 
torney and Mrs. William Beard. 

A. D. McVey, superintendent of the 
Eureka Pipe Line Company, has returned 
home from a short business trip to Sisters- 
ville. 


Keeping Busy 


dividend might be placed on an 8 per cent 
basis for 1914. At present the stock, which 
yielded almost 3 points by reason of the 
West Virginia investigation, is selling at 50, 
which is the par. 

The annual meeting of the stockholders of 
the South Penn Oil Company will be held in 
this city, Tuesday, January 3v. In the recent 
aavance of many former Standard Oil 
subsidiaries South Penn Oil received its share 
vf attention, advancing 18 points to 262. 


in order to inspect the Braden interests in 
Oklahoma and close two deals for New York 
parties, John Cappeau, of J. P. Cappeau Sons, 
spent part of November in Tulsa and vicinity. 
He reports conditions there most optimistic 
and says much new work is to be ,done next 
year. 

Among new corporations recently authorized 
in West Virginia were the following: Co- 
lumbia Oil & Gas Company, of Washington 
City, having a capital of $40,000; the incer- 
porators are Cary S. Frye, Thomas M. Robin- 
son, George D. Curran, A. M. C. Hudson and 
Marion W. Biggs, all of Washington, D. C. 
The Riverside Western Oil Company, with a 
capital of $75,000; the incorporators are O. D. 
Robinson, E. D. Robinson and C. L. Kerr, of 
Pittsburgh, and M. D. Robinson and C. W. 
Conyhenour, of Coraopolis, Pa. 


Articles of incorporation were filed at 
Dover, Del., for the Dundee Petroleum Com- 
pany, of Titusville, Pa., to acquire lands for 
the production of crude petroleum. The com- 
pany has a capital stock of $5,000,000 and the 
incorporators are John M. Critchlow and 
George W. Horne, of Titusville, and Robert 
Watchcorn, of Los Angeles, Cal. 
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Paul J. 
operator, and H. H. Given were here recently 
from Huntsville, Ala., where they have failed 
to tind oil or gas after drilling a well 2,437 


Mahoney, a former Pennsylvania 


feet. The well has been taken over by the 
New York & Huntsville Oil & Gas Company 
and drilling will be resumed, as Mr. Mahoney 
feels certain oil in paying quantities will be 
found. 

Owing to the supply becoming exhausted the 
St. Marys Gas Company, of St. Marys, has 
consumers in 


discontinued its service to 


Emlenton. It is said the supply will soon 
become inadequate even for St. Marys. 
NOTES FROM OPERATIONS. 
Since the Martin Oil & Gas Company struck 
oil in the Big Injun sand near Mt. Morris, 
Greene county, 17 new locations for wells have 
been made and contractors and agents are try- 
ing to get leases and develop the properties. 
Four new locations have been made by the 
Wildwood Company in Penn township, Butler 
county. Three of the wells will be drilled at 
once. According to reports leases controlling 


more than 1,000 acres were taken up in 
Connoquenessing township, Butler county, as 
a result of the Replogle well on the Dr. Hays 
Younkins & 
number of 
leases, most of which will compel the oper- 
start The 
Replogle well is doing about 14 barrels a day 


in the hundred foot. 


farm making a good showing. 


Company, of Butler, secured a 


ators to work within 30 days. 


Prospectors are drilling a well in 
Fayette county on the Vernon farm on the 


Monongahela The 


deep 


near Brownsville. 
depth of the well is to be 4,800 feet. 
The Hazelwood Oil Company, of Pittsburgh, 


river 


has leased 2,000 acres of land in Brown town- 


ship, Vernon county, O. The land includes 


the Wantz, Drayer and Equitable Savings 
Company properties. 
It is estimated that 600 wells have been 


drilled in Mahoning and North 
ships, 


Seaver town- 
Lawrence 
making 10 to 12 


wells 
day. Fifty oil 
leases covering this district have been recorded 


most of the 
barrels a 


county, 


at New Castle, the leases being for the Com- 
bination Oil Company, O. D. Bleakley, of 
Franklin, and J. F. Bigler, of Grove City. 

Although not coming up to expectations the 
Heilman & Company well on the Walker farm, 
Woodbine district, Butler county, showed close 
to 300,000 cubic feet of gas a day when tested. 
In the same county the Union Light & Heat 
Company has completed its sixteenth well for 
this year in the Kiester district, and it will 
make about the average production for the 
section. 

The United Fuel Gas Company, which is 
jointly owned by the Hope Natural Gas Com- 
pany and the Ohio Fuel Supply Company of 
this city, will expend a large sum to meet 
its contracts, having agreed to supply the 
Louisville Gas & Electric Company in addition 
to the Columbia Gas & Electric Company, its 
large Cincinnati consumer. Gas also will be 
sold to distributing companies in Lexington 
The United Fuel 
has about 400 producing wells and early ex- 


and other Kentucky towns. 


penditures include $1,500,000 for a new com- 
pressor and pipe lines. 

Intending to drill and refine crude oil the 
Columbia Oil Refining & Manufacturing Com- 
pany has been formed here, and chartered in 
Delaware. It has a capital stock of $250,000 
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and the incorporators are Philip Wagner, Wil- 
liam L. Butler, William W. Vaughn, Charles 
M. Yost and Clara Webber, all of Pittsburgh: 
While cleaning out a failing gas well in 
Greene county, the Manufacturers Light & 
Heat Company’s field men found a supply of 
oil in the baler. The five-inch baler was kept 
working for 12 hours and the workmen were 
only able to reduce the oil 100 feet. It is not 
known from what formation the oil comes 
but it is thought a 40-barrel producer will be 
found if properly handled. On Miracle Run, 
Monongalia county, West Virginia, the Manu- 
facturers Light & Heat is through the Gordon 
sand and showing for a 30-barrel producer. 
It is the belief of experienced gas men 
hereabouts that the Natural Gas 
Company's second test on the Hess farm on 
Warriors Fork, Mannington district, Marion 
county, West Virginia, is the largest gas well 
found in that state in recent years. 
was developed in the 


Carnegie 


The gas 
sig Injun sand and a 
test showed a capacity of 14,000,000 cubic feet 
a day. 

The American Natural Gas Company has a 
possible yield of 100,000 feet of gas a day 
from its well on the Noble farm, near Cabot, 
Butler county, 


Cleveland, Ohio, 


Large companies reporting to this city have 
made some good completions, one day's re- 
turn alone showing these wells: The Hope 
Natural Gas Company’s No. 2 on the Garret 
farm, Sardis district, Harrison 
showing 100 barrels a day. 


county, is 
Grove & Parrish's 
No. 1 on the Ogden farm is holding up at 
122 barrels. The Big Elk Company’s No. 2 
on the George T. Smith farm, Sardis district, 
is losing 85 barrels. Over in the deep sand 
territory of Ohio the No. 3 well in Hopewell 
township, Licking county, owned by the Co- 
lumbus Oil & Fuel Company, is doing 150 
barrels a day, while the same company’s Nos. 
1 and 2 on the Allison farm are producing 
32 barrels in Harrison township Emery & 


Company's No. 1 is producing 80 barrels. The 
Chicago Oil Company, Fuller & Howe's 
Nos. 1 and 4, are doing 140 barrels. 

Another gas well has been struck near 


Jeannette by the Westmoreland Gas Company, 
the well producing 4,000,000 cubic feet daily 
just after it started to flow. The Westmore- 
land Company also has five other new wells, 
the total production about 7,000,000 
cubic feet daily. S. S. Newman, of Pitts- 
burgh, and Morris Kelly and A. R. Hall, of 
Jeannette, are the chief stockholders. 


being 


Operators Heave Sigh of 
Relief as Production Lessens 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

LOS ANGELES, CAL., Dec. 4.—Oi! men 
throughout California breathed a short sigh 
of relief when figures on the October pro- 
duction and consumption of oil showed the 
latter to be ahead of the former by 556,000 
barrels. This is the time in several 
months that a decided reduction in the over- 
production of the state has been shown. 
The state’s yield in October was 7,839,917 
barrels, as compared with 8,256,710 barrels 
in September; October shipments were 
8,399:425 barrels, against 7.314.358 in Sep- 
tember. 


first 


The reduction in the output of the state 
was due principally to the fact that one of 
the Standard Oil Company’s big gushers in 
Midway was off production. On this ac- 
count it is likely that the feeling of relief 
will be short lived, as November's yield has 
been greatly increased by the resumption 
of production by the gusher just mentioned, 
and by the Standard’s new well in Fuller- 
ton field. 

The Standard Oil Company has just con- 
summated a deal whereby it practically 
corners the most valuable light oil division 
of the Whittier-Fullerton field, thus far 
proved up. The holding is the 4,500 acre 
tract of the Murphy Oil Company, 1,500 
acres of which lie near the town of Whit- 
tier, and 3,000 acres —the valuable part—in 
the Coyote Hills a few miles away. The 
Standard had already leased all the available 
territory adjoining the Murphy property in 
the Coyote Hills, and only lately brought in 
a well producing 10,000 barrels of 28 gravity 
oil daily. 

The deal for the Murphy property is on 
the long-term lease basis, and although a 
great deal of secrecy has been maintained 
as to the exact stipulations of the contract, 


the royalty is understood to be about one- 
fourth. The Standard will take possession 
December 1. 

Most of those interested in the Murphy 
Oil Company reside at Detroit. 


HERE IS BILL AS 
AN ARTIST SEES HIM 


B. Lauderdale, clerk of 
Stephens County, Texas was not only a good 
clerk but he is an artist. 


ex-county 


He also was mate 
on the ship, Emmanott, and captain of the lit- 
tle temperance band. While here he drew a 
few pictures, one being inclosed above that 
If the 


is supposed to be your correspondent. 


above is a correct likeness, I know now why 
I have been so unpopular with the ladies. 
Personally I do not believe it is a true likeness 
in the state of 
my classic fea- 
Any 
or Lauderdale 


a libel law 
Texas, I am going to see why 


and if there is 


are thusly cartooned. 
Slaughenhop, or Buttermilk, 
had a real nifty time. 
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Carlinville, Ill., Gets Back Into the Limelight 


Wildcat Well Fills Macoupin County 
Hotels to the Roof with Hopeful ‘‘Bugs’’ 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

CARLYLE, ILL., Dec. 6.—The stellar 
attraction for the oil fraternity in western 
Illinois at the present time is Carlinville, the 
county seat of Macoupin county. 

The drilling in of a wildcat well by the Ohio 
Company, under the supervision of W. M. 
Page, of this city, has caused a rush back to 
that territory by many who had long ago given 
up hope of making any extensions to the pro- 
ducing area. The hotels have been filled with 
big and little guns in the game, yet the ex- 
citement has not caused any of them to lose 
their heads as they did in Sandoval, Carlyle, 
Allendale and in Allison township, Lawrence 
county. 

Carlinville has been causing the trade quite 
a little bit of anxiety for more than two years. 
The city has been obtaining natural gas from 
wells for many years, but the oil fever did not 
start until after the big show in Carlyle dur- 
ing the first half of the year 1911. All of the 
trouble was caused by the drilling in of a 
well on the E. McClure farm, section 8, Brushy 
Mound township, by the Brushy Mound Oil 
& Gas Company, and controlled by Schell 
and Russell. The pay was found at 450 feet, 
and ,this set the boys daffy, and they came 
near losing their heads completely. The owner 
of the McClure farm sought to play a wise 
game by keeping out forty acres on each side, 
north and south, of the eighty acre tract on 
which the oil was found. He wanted to get 
into the producing game himself, and did drill 
two holes, both dusters. 

Since the initial well was drilled on the 
McClure, probably fifty or sixty dusters have 
been drilled in various parts of Macoupin 
county, many of which were close up to pro- 
duction. The members of the fraternity lost 
hope until the Impromptu Exploration Com- 
pany got a forty barrel producer on the Cash 
Rhodes farm, mapped as M. F. Hall, and close 
up to the McClure farm. This caused renewed 
interest to be taken in the territory. Then 
the Ohio went in and got a duster on the 
M. F. Hall farm, not quite a mile northwest 
of production. This gave things another black 
eye and it was beginning to look like Carlin- 
ville was doomed to slip off the oil map, but 
not so. 

There are eight producers in the field south 
of the city. After the Ohio lost out in that 
territory they decided to make a gamble on 
the A. Braun farm, in Carlinville township, 
and about three and a half miles northwest 
of production. The contract for the test was 
let to Russell and Schell, who got the first one 
on the McClure farm several years ago, and 
their luck followed them to the northwest. 
At 499 feet a fifty-foot pay was found, good 
for about ten barrels, and a_ 150,000-foot 
gasser. That was some three weeks ago. In 
drilling in an accident occurred and the hole 
had to be drilled over again. This has caused 
some delay on getting the wefr on the pump 
and obtaining accurate figures on the produc- 
tion, but it is a cinch that they have the oil 
and the work of development is going to be 
stimulated as a consequence. 

The shallow depth makes it an especially 


attraetive proposition from every standpoint. 
The one drawback to work now is the short- 
age on drilling outfits. At the present time 
there is only one there. A couple of outtits 
may be shipped up there from Carlyle, hence 
work will be slack for several months. In 
another month a number of wells ought to 
be completed near the Braun producer as it 
takes only a few days to drill one. The Ohio 
has started a second test on this farm one 
location from the first, and the results in this 
hole will have quite an influence on the future 
development of the new territory. 
BUSY IN CLINTON COUNTY. 

In Clinton county three wildcat tests are 
now assured, and all are highly important ones. 
In a previous letter I mentioned the fact that 
the Ohio was trying to line up large enough 
acreage in Meridian township, which is in the 
east end of the county, to warrant a testing 
out of that territory. It now gives me much 
pleasure to report that the rig is in course of 
erection and the actual drilling is expected 
to start in a very short time. The contract 
has been let to L. L. Cotter, of Sandoval, and 
the hole will be started large enough to per- 
mit the drill to be sent down 3,000 feet if 
found necessary. The exact location is on 
the farm of Mrs. M. Flaherty, center of Sec- 
tion 7, two miles north of Ferrin on the Balti- 
more & Ohio Southwestern Railroad, and mid- 
way between Carlyle and Sandoval, but to the 
north. Leases have been obtained on about 
4,000 acres of land in that locality by the Ohio. 
The company hopes to find the connecting link 
between the Carlyle and Sandoval fields. The 
rig from over the Murphy No. 1, which was 
the second brought in during the big boom 
here, was torn down and taken to the Flaherty 
well, where it is being rebuilt. If the Laird 
luck follows the rig the striking of oil will 
be a certainty. 

When Frank Ranger obtained the oil leases 
in this locality he made a country wide search 
for some oil man who would put up the money 
for a well. Finally he interested W. M. Laird, 
a wealthy shoe manufacturer of Pittsburgh. 
He looked over the field and decided to make 
the first test on the Murphy farm, against 
the wishes of Ranger. Laird claims that an 
unseen hand seemed to guide him to the spot, 
so he stood pat. Work was very slow on this 
No. 1, so Ranger got worried over the drain 
on his resources by paying rentals. He got 
busy on the Smith farm, and drilled in the 
first well southwest of the Murphy a _ half 
mile, but he would never have picked that 
place had there not been a small showing of 
oil in the Laird well at eight hundred feet. 
If Laird would have drilled where Ranger 
insisted upon we would not have any oil boom, 
for subsequent drilling proved this farm to be 
dry, so the Ohio will strike oil on the Flaherty 
farm if the Laird luck is with them. 

SYNDICATE AT WORK. 

The contract has been signed and the cash 
put up for two wildcat tests in Irishtown 
township, which is in the northwest corner of 
this county. Earl Stephens returned from 
Ohio last week and signed up the necessary 
agreements and he wili do the work, or direct 


the same. This is a syndicate proposition, 
and some sixty persons, mostly owners of land 
in the township, have put up $3,200 in the 
Keyesport bank to pay the fiddler. The first 
well will be drilled on the farm of Dr. J. W. 
DuComb, Section 10, and the second on the 
land owned by William Langham, in Section 
9. Both wells are to be completed by May 1, 
1914. The company has leases on 5,175 acres 
of land in Irishtown. The scene of operations 
is ten miles northeast of Carlyle, and three 
miles southwest of Keyesport. 

No encouraging signs for oil are coming 
from the wildcat test on the Stifel farm, north- 
east of Collinsville, which is being made for 
the Ohio. The hole is now over 2,300 feet 
deep and the drilling continues. There is little 
hope for hitting the bull’s eye there. This was 
being played up as a sure shot. 

When Contractor Brandeberry completes 
No. 15 on the Schomaker farm in the field 
here drilling operations will cease for the 
winter. Marquis and Ewing recently com- 
pleted No. 16, which is the first shallow sand 
producer on this lease, and it is very light, 
not good for over ten barrels. That the Ohio 
does not have much hope of the producing 
area spreading out is evident from their ac- 
tions pertaining to leases on land adjoining 
and within a short distance of production. 
They have cancelled the lease on the 240-acre 
Hubert farm, the northwest corner of which 
is less than half a mile from production. A 
number of other leases have been allowed to 
expire without any attempt at renewal. 

In the Sandoval: field there is not much 
activity. The territory is being pretty closely 
drilled out. Last week the Ohio completed 
their last well there on the Guyon farm. They 
have 23 producing wells in that field at present. 

The Slater well, near Centralia, a wildcat 
proposition promoted by B. F. Wireback of 
that city, and close to the Brown well, is said 
to be good for five barrels. The production is 
not large enough to encourage further work 
as it costs about $10,000 to drill and equip a 
producer well to the depth of the Slater. 


SENATE COMMITTEE 
DUE IN TULSA 


Seeks to Learn if Mid-Continent 
Crude Prices Are Too Low 


“Whether Mid-Continent crude is too low 
in price, and if so, why?” is the question 
to which the Senate- Investigating Committee, 
consisting of Senators Robertson, of Ar- 
kansas; Lane, of Oregon, and Townsend, of 
Wisconsin, is now trying to find the answer. 
The members of the committee expected to 
be in Tulsa, Okla.. December 9, to hold a 
hearing on the matter, and representatives of 
the Department of Mines and special agents 
of the government were to appear before them 
with much data already secured covering the 
situation. A considerable number of Mid- 
Continent producers and operators have been 
asked to tell what they know about the price 
of crude. 
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Pipe Lines Run Up Prices at Healdton 


Desire of Big Concerns to Deal Direct with 
Owner Fails to Give Satisfaction 


Land 


(By W. G. Long.) 
STONEWALL, OKLA., Dec. 1.—This 
field has the brightest prospects of any new 
development in Southern Oklahoma. The 
wells were coming in with a consistency 


that was little short of phenominal. Loca- 
tions were made and prices paid that would 
cause a shiver to run down your vertebra, 
if you were not of the eclat of oildom. 

The boys complain that prices are ab- 
This is a little like remem- 
bering the hottest summer, or the coldest 


normally high. 


No one will even 
So 


They forget from 


winter of the years past. 
be close as to the weather last month. 
it is with the oil boy’s. 
one field to the other and always condemn 
the prices of the present as the highest they 
ever paid. 

The have always 
wanted to deal direct with the land owner 
or farmer. Their 


large oil companies 


representatives would 
say: “It is always more satisfactory to deal 
direct.” In the Healdton field here they are 
getting their desires and what a yell has 


been raised. If they will, profit. by 
their experience in this field they will 
use all honorable means to get the next 


prospective field in the warty hands of the 
good old honest piker who. is usually a man 
of good common sense and will deal when 
the deal is reasonable. The horney handed 
sons of the Glebe are all right but there is 
not much judgment exercised when it comes 
to his demands as a thousand dallars per 
acre is a mere bagatelle when an oil man is 
on the string. While prices are somewhat 
high here there has been more money paid 
for leases in other fields whose future was 
not so bright. The big companies have 
been wanting to deal with the farmers; now 
they have their wish and still they howl. 

But prices are bound to come down for 
their never has been a rose plucked that 
you did not come in contact with a thorn. 
The man who bases his hopes in the clouds 
has the farther to fall when the fall is due. 
And there is no doubt but what some of 
the men have put their faith pretty high in 
the unwise acts of the oil men, only to find 
that the thorn in their flesh is making a 
severe wound. 

The well in section 21, south of the origi- 
nal wells is dry at 1,200 feet on November 
28th. This 
between the field and the large acreage that 
the Magnolia Petroleum Company bought. 
However it is not unusual for that company 
to put all its eggs in one poke and then 
some one kicks the poke. They are obli- 
gated to drill five wells on this land in ad- 
dition to paying $10,000 in cash 

The optimism that was displayed while I 
was there last month was conspicuous for 
its absence while there last week. If a 
couple more dry holes come in the gloom 
that will settle over some “Tender Feet” 
will be heavy enough to cut with a knife. 
However, I wish to say that one or two 
dry holes do not condemn an oil field. They 
usually knock some horse sense into the 


is a real blow for the hole is 


Healdton will produce a lot 
of oil, but it will be after the high priced 
man is knocked into a cocked hat and the 
real oil producer gets to work in a -busi- 
ness like way. 


land owners. 


High prices will retard the 
growth of any oil field, and the money is al- 
ways made in development. Pin that in 
your hat and don’t forget it. 

Following is a list of 
and their production. The Magnolia is pre- 
paring to take care of this oil and has built 


the completions 


storage. 


Petrolia. 


It expects to run a line here from 


kid on the floor of that hotel, and hand- 
some, well, well, Adonis looks hand made 
beside my old friend. 

Mr. C. M. Van Pelt, who has so ably rep- 
resented the Gypsy Company for some time 
and is now out for himself and has joined 
the army of pikers. Van is in a fair way 
to make a real killing in the field. Having 
been in it from the start he knows every 
good thing that is loose. We extend him 
the glad hand of fellowship into the Holy 
of Holies in Pikerdom. Lin Wallace who 
takes Van’s place in looking after the af- 
fairs of the Gypsy Company is an old Oil 
City boy. 

W. H. Wallace of the Continental Supply 
Company of Tulsa was looking after his 
firms interest in Ardmore. 

PONTOTOC COUNTY OKLAHOMA. 

Pontotoc County gets into the lime light 
It is a little too 
soon to make any predictions in the face of 
the madmill fiasce, but the old men in the 


with a prospective oil field. 


state look for something doing when there 


has been some more development work 
done. The well that has caused the excite- 
ment is located in the southeast of the 


DRILLING WELLS. 


COMPLETIONS. 

Critchlow Oil Co. No. 1 WN. E. 
Critchlow Oil Co No. 2. S. W. 
Humble Oil Co. No. 1 N. W. 
Rex Oil Co. No. 1 a oe 
Northwestern Oil Co. No. 1 N. E. 
Sec 8 60 Barrels Town 4-S 3 West 
” 5 200 Barrels Town 4-S 3 West 
” 9 125 Barrels Town 4-S 3 West 
”" 9 100 Barrels Town 4-S 3 West 
” 5 30 Barrels Town 4-S 3 West 
Total Daily Production........515 Barrels 
Twin State Oil Co. No. 1 N. E. N. W. 
Twin State Oil Co. No.2 N. E. S. W 
Twin State Oil Co. No. 3 

Critchlow Oil Co. N. E. S. W. 
Critchlow Oil Co. Ss. W. S. W. 
1911 Oil Company 
Critchlow Oil Co. W. 
Red River O11 Co. Ss. W.S. E 


Dunn & Gunsburg 
Whittle Oil & Gas Co. 


LOCATIONS. 
Colcord 
Hardy Oil Co. 27 


WHO IS HERE. 

A number of old timers have been in evi- 
dence in the corridors of the Whittington 
Hotel. Some of them look as if the world 
has used them well while others look to be 
still in the homespun. But all good fellows 
are ready to take what has been handed 
them without a murmer. 

Charley Bissett, who was blown up with 
gas in West Virginia, and after he came 
down and was inventoried and was found 
to be broken in a quarter of a dozen places, 
is back on the job for the Eastern Oil Com- 
pany, whom he was serving when his ac- 
cident occurred. Outside of being like the 
writer, that is with a “flat wheel,” he is 
looking better than I ever have seen him. 

W. G. Skelly and W. L. Russell have been 
in the Healdton field for the past week. 
They have some interests that are looking 
very attractive. Here’s hoping boys. 

Old man E. H. Staever, who claims to be 
only 72 years old, and for the love and ven- 
eration I have for him I shall not discuss it 
other than to say that he was sent for as 
the mid-wife when Drake was born and 
they usually do not send children on such 
occasions—But no matter he is the youngest 


4-4 
3-4 


25 


Middle of sec. 


Sec 8 4-3W 700 Feet 

Sec 8 250 ft. Fishing 4-3W 
” 36 Location 3-4 3-3 

8 450 4-3 

” 21 1,200 Feet 4-3 
” 29 Spudding 4-3 

” 29 Spudding 5-3 

” 32 700 Feet 5-3 
” 34 Location 5-3 

”" 29 4-3 350 Feet 4-3 


southeast of Section 23 Town 5 North 8 E. 
Its depth is 780 feet and it looks like about 
a 40 barrel well of 28 gravity. 

Quite a number of the boys are on the 
job and looking for the long green. They 
have no tankage yet but expect to have the 
well pumping this week. In the meantime 
there is a scramble for leases as far away 
as Steedman, six miles south of the Allen 
well. Allen is located in the northeast cor- 
ner of Pontotoc County, and has only one 
railroad and it takes two days to get to it 
from Ada, the county seat, which is only 
thirty miles distance. The railroad is the 


M. O. & G. R. R. 


CALLS NORTH TEXAS 
THE PROMISED LAND 


Bubbling Springs, Blooming Roses, 
and Velvet Grass Given 
as Evidence 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS, Dec. 4.— 
We (being those incorporated in this fair 
city of North Texas) are not going to ask 
any one to move who is perfectly satisfied 
with their present environments. Nor are 
we appealing to the man who is always dis- 
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fair 
ask 
fed 
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satisfied, nor to the man who has found all 
his neighbors contrary. We do not appeal 
to the man who is so narrow that there is 
only place on earth for him. 
would not be satisfied. 

But we do appeal to the man who is not 
satisfied to drink from one of the tribu- 
taries of the bubbling spring, but will walk 
a few steps farther up the mountain side 
and there drink from the fountain that is 
clear and sparkling. That shows that the 
man wants the best and will work to get 
it. We appeal to the man whose neighbors 


Because he 


will be sorry when he leaves home and 
wish him God speed. 
who is not satisfied with his present condi- 
tion, no matter how pleasant his surround- 


We want the man 


ings may be, but is eager to find a better, 
a more congenial place that he may accom- 
plish bigger things. 

The facts of the case are that we appeal 
to big, broad-gauge, red-blooded men who 
know when they reach the promised land 
and will work to make it better for all. 
These are the kind of men that we want. 

But the reader will say, What have you 
to offer? Let us discuss that particular 
feature. During the week of the fifteenth 
of November, east of the Mississippi river 
Travel was bl ock- 
aded, children were kept home from school 


there was snow and ice. 


communication to friends either by wire, 
telephone or mail was interrupted, and for 
a week the inhabitants of our sister cities 
in the East might as well have been iso- 
lated on an island in the Arctic regions 
Now compare this scene to the animated 


ones around Wichita Falls. Here the sun 
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was smiling his welcome to you in the 
morning. At night he dropped toward the 
Gulf of Mexico amid a beautiful halo. The 
roses were blooming and loaded the atmos- 
phere with their sweet fragrance. The 
grass was green and soft to the weary 
traveler. Our roads were hard and dry 
and the hum of the auto was heard as it 
plied back and forth from town to town on 
business and pleasure. 

We are not writing this to deceive any 
one, for we are not deceiving ourselves 
when we sit coatless on the gallery en- 
joying the southern breeze as it is wafted 
from the coast. 


It is a great wonder to me that adver- 
tising is necessary, for the climatic condi- 


tions should draw men to this city like the 
magnet swings to the pole. 

Just remember one thing—it is the 
builder that we want; it is the man of char- 
acter who will take his coat off < 
build a bigger and better city. 


11 


Come with the spirit of the builder and 
what you build will be eternal and imperish- 
able. Wichita Falls wants men, and the 
Chamber of Commerce will be glad to wel- 


W. G. L. 


come you. 


Following an investigation into oil storage 
facilities within the limits of Sacramento, 
Cal., by Fire Chief Anderson, more than five 
hundred cases were discovered where the 
city fuel oil storage ordinance was being 
iolated and orders were issued to the differ- 
ent oil companies to cease deliveries until the 
ordinance was complied with. Even the city 
police department was unable to get gasoline 
for its auto patrol wagons because their stor- 
age tank did not comply with the ordinance 


To take care of their growing business 1 
southwestern Michigan the Independent Oil 
} 


Company, of Mishawaka, Ind., is erecting 


~proof warehouse at 


Capital - 
Surplus”~ - 


ESTABLISHED 1884 


The First National Bank of Wichita Falls, Texas 


- $100,000 
- 130,000 


Located in the center of the North Texas Oil Fields 


WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS 


COAL 


years. 


and NATURAL 


2x7 MILES 
3200 ACRES 


PAVILION— 
33,000 Bbis. Daily 


Where $200,000.00 has been 


Wichita Falls, 


Population increase 1900-1910, 230%—Growing faster now than ever before 
Climate— 
(SOOD SCHOOLS—FINE CHURCHES-——PAVED STREETS—STREET CARS 


No Extremes of Temperature 


Over Forty Manufacturing Plants have been established in this city during the last few 
These industries were encouraged by cheap fuel in the shape of COAL, OIL 

GAS, Good Railroad Facilities, Low 
Trade Territory and Liberal Inducements from our Progressive Citizens 


LAKE WICHITA 


—THE LARGEST ARTIFICIAL BODY OF WATER IN TEXAS—— 
n spent for permanent improvements 
HOTEL—CONCESSION BUILDING—COTTAGES—BALL PARK—RACE-TRACK—STABLES. Etc. 


EXCELLENT FIELD FOR REFINERY 33:0 Bb!s. Daily 


THERE ARE THREE DISTINCT OIL FIELDS IN WICHITA CoUNTY—DEEP SANDS—SHALLOW SANDS 


COME AND SEE OR WRITE 


For Particulars and I]lustrated Booklets 


THE WICHITA FALLS CHAMBER of COMMERCE 


-Altitude 958 Feet. 


COAL 


Freight Rates, Large 


FISHING — HUNTING 
BOATING-—-CAMPING 
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North Texas Given Over to Web Foots and Baptists 


Assisted by Jupiter Pluvius, Texas Fields Now 
Resemble Large Section of the Atlantic Ocean 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS, Dec. 8.— 
When I 


‘twas always dry, 


first came to Texas, they said 


That there never was a full cloud sailed 
cross its azure sky. 

That the rivers had no dampness, and the 
frogs they could not swim, 

That grain grew in the dusty fields, the 
natives all drank gin. 

Old “Forked Tail” is looking for the man 
that made that talk; 

Has a griddle red and sizzling, on which 
he’ll make him walk. 

For the rivers all are roaring and there’s 
not a spot that’s dry, 

And Satan’s looking for the man who told 
that slippery lie 

Dear J. Pluv: 


you've 


We are in receipt of what 
for the past fifteen 
We are prone to think that there is 
something wrong with you. 
little short of 


been sending us 
days. 
Your liberality is 
We think that 


have got your dates mixed, and if you have, 


devilish. you 
for heaven’s sake wake up and tear about six 
sheets off your calendar and give us at least 
what we are used to. If this is one of your 
practical jokes, you are sure rubbing it in, for 
the past ten days you have made the wettest 
weather that has ever been recorded in this 
arid We asked like a 
gentleman to fix up your busted pipes; and 
now wish to tell you that if you do not we 
will send six of 


district. have you 


“Bill Dalton’s” boiler makers 
with caulking tools to caulk your leaks. If 
necessary we will send some plumbers, and 
when they hand you their bill we KNOW that 
you will dry up. Now, for the love of Mike, 
come on and behave yourself and not act like 
a peeved old woman. 
Yours truly, 
NORTH TEXAS. 

The drill by the round and 
round method, using pumps and water, are 
called “Web The only 
other fellows in the oil country that believe 
in water are the Baptists. 


fellows who 


sometimes Foots.” 
We have given 
North Texas over to these classes and point 
the finger of scorn and say, “Now look what 
you have gone and done.” All the rivers here 
had lots of water in them this week, in fact 
they have been trying to pile the water up. 
and everyone knows what happens when they 
iry to pile water, it jess runs all over every- 
thing and it makes the going fierce. I am 
glad I am not a Baptist. 

It has re- 
tarded the development work more than any 
other thing since the field was first opened. 

DRILLING IN THE MORAN 
DISTRICT. 


The Moran district has shown the staying 


So much for the wet weather. 


qualities that one would look for in a prac- 
tically new field. However, it has stimulated 
considerable new work as the report shows 

Wilkie and others, Kauffman No. 1, Knox 
county, drilling. 

C. B. Shaffer, Taylor No. 1, Haskell county, 
1,500 feet. 

Stamford Oil & Gas, No. 1, Haskell county, 
drilling. 


Jones Oil & Gas Co., Colbert No. 1, Jones 
county, location. 

Producers Oil Co. 
Throckmorton county. 

Producers Oil Co., Nail No. 2, Shackleford 
county, drilling. 

Producers Oil Co., Elliot No. 2, 
county, drilling. 

Producers Oil Co., Webb No. 1, Shackleford 
county, drilling. 

Producers Oil Co., Brown No. 1 
ford county, drilling. 

Lone Star Gas Co., Reynolds No. 1, Shackle- 
ford county, drilling. 

Corsicana Pet. Co., Chaney No. 1, Shackle- 
ford county, drilling. 

Corsicana Pet. Co., Reynolds No. 1, Shackle- 
ford county, drilling. 

All this has been started 
Moran well came in last month. 


are drilling two in 


Shackleford 


. Shackle- 


work the 
The drilling 
in that district is easier than at Electra and 
the results will be correspondingly quicker. 


since 


NORTH TEXAS NEW PRODUCTION 
FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER. 


New Produc-_ Pro- 

Com- tion duc- 

pleted Dry Gas Bbls. ing 

Petrolia ....... 3 2 500 1 
Iowa Park .... 20 7 200 13 
Burkburnett ... 15 5 - 250 10 
Electra ........ 40 8 1 2,900 32 
fic 78 22 1 3,850 56 


ELECTRA’S DAILY PRODUCTION. 


Bbls. 

All Independents together ............ 1,350 
Total daily for Electra .......... 27,400 


BURKBURNETT DAILY PRODUC- 


TION. 

Bbls. 

Greenless and Corsicana Pet. Co...... 100 
175 
All Independents together ............ 115 
Total daily for Burkburnett......... 1,535 


PETROLIA DAILY PRODUCTION. 


Bbls. 

450 
Wichita Oil & Gas Co. .............. 60 
All the shallow wells ................ 350 
Total daily for Petrolia: 1,445 


IOWA PARK DAILY PRODUCTION. 


Bbls. 

34 Shallow sand wells .......0..0c00 420 
Total daily for Iowa Park.......... 420 
Bbls. 

Total daily production last month .... 32,783 
Making a net loss for the month of.. 1,985 


This is the first loss that the field has shown 
in the past two years. Considerable of this 
can be attributed to the fact that the weather 
has been materially against either producing 
or drilling. If the next month shows a further 
decline it will indicate that the crest in pro- 
duction has been reached. The Moran dis- 
trict is producing about 80 barrels per day this 
month instead of 250 barrels as reported last 
month. 


RUNS AND SHIPMENTS. 


Electra. 
Ship- 
Runs. ments. Stocks. 
Magnolia Pet. Co... 300,000 *800 909,200 
Received from Texas 
Gulf Pipe Line Co. 72,000 — 87,000 38,000 
884,000 886,300 1,000,700 
*Fuel. 
Burkburnett District. 
1,900 None 
Magnolia Pet. Co.. 28,000 *500 
27,500 400 
*Fuel. 
Petrolia District. 
17,200 None 67,200 
Magnolia Pet. Co... 11,000 16,000 14,000 
Developers Oil Co. 15,000 15,000 None 
Iowa Park. 
Magnolia Pet. Co... 11,000 10,000 1,200 
Grand total ..... 970,200 959,300 1,083,500 


The stock has increased about 10,000 barrels 
this month. But with the decrease in produc- 
tion | expect to see a heavy drain on the 
stocks next month. The production of this 
field has been up to this time unprecedented. 
No field to my knowledge has for over a year 
gradually increased its production. This is 
the exception. 


L. F. Kempher, of St. Louis, the repre- 
sentative of the Pierce-Fordyce Oil Associa- 
tion, has been in the city the past week. Mr. 
Kempher is a graduate of the Annapolis Naval 
Academy and has sailed the briny deep. His 
last years have been spent in Mexico. 


John T. Connor, of Pittsburgh, has been 
spending some of his time in Wichita Falls 
during the past week. 
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Talked of Damage Suit 1s 
Reality as “Dutch” Reappears 


With the return of “Dutch,” who disap- 
peared some weeks ago when trouble was 
threatened the company in whose employ he 
had been injured, a suit for $75,000 was 
brought against the Magnolia Petroleum Com- 
pany. This suit was filed by Attorney Fred 
Weeks in the name of the writer as “next 
friend.” 

The injuries that “Dutch” received were 
of such a character as to render the boy in- 
competent. I consented to the suit being 
brought in my name as I had the least to 
lose. The sympathies of the community are 
with the injured fellow. 

If this story was not so full of sobs it 
would really be funny. When there was a 
likelihood of a suit, the Magnolia was like the 
widower who, after his wife died, cried con- 
siderable for the ensuing three months, and 
the next three months he sat up and looked 
around. So it is with “Mag-holier-than- 
thou” Petroleum Company. They looked 
around for evidence whereby they could re- 
fuse to pay any damages. So they sent a 
man to investigate. He made a careful sur- 
vey of the situation and found the facts laid 
bare by the “National Petroleum News’ 
were correct. 

This man came here and tried by the usual 
means to excuse his company’s negligence in 
defraying “Dutch’s” bills on the grounds that 
had he sent the money to me, Doctor Jones 
would not have gotten any of it. In this 
particular case he was right, for I would have 
hesitated before insulting Doctor Jones by 
offering him the paltry sum of $25 for an 
operation that required years of training, and 
the life was only saved by his professional 
skill. No, he is right, I would have put that 
into the hospital fund and Doctor Jones would 
have never gotten any of it. 

Of course they intended to help the boy. 
They had no idea that he was hurt while in 
their employ. They did not want him as an 
object of charity on this or any other city. 
That is some of the B. S. that their agent 
handed out while here. They did not know 
the boy was hurt. Of course not, they did 
not want to know. I have heard of a horse 
kicking his owner into being one of the best 
church members in the parish. So this dam- 
age suit has brought them to a sense of 
their responsibility, but it came too late. It 
is possible that after “Dutch” had died they 
would have erected a monument to him at a 
cost not to exceed $25. All of which is very 
sweet and kind, but what we want is for 
“Dutch” to have a real meal ticket while he 
is hobbling through this world. Hence the 
suit. 

Some one told their agent that “Dutch” 
was a syphilitic; that some time back, about 
the time that Adam and Eve were kicked out 
of the Garden of Eden, one of Dutch’s fore- 
fathers had been a little gay and a little in- 
discreet where he had spent some of his even- 
ings, with the result that a couple of hundred 
or thousands of years afterward it cropped 
out on “Dutch,” made him fall in the ditch, 
break his collarbone and skull. A test had to 


be made of “Dutch’s” blood. This test is 
what is known as the “Wassermann test.” | 
presume that if this test showed syphilis they 
intended to fight the case until hell would 
freeze over, as they thought that the old 
grand-dad of “Dutch” had no business to go 
out after eight o'clock. We, the plaintiffs in 
the case, decided to let the test be made, be- 
cause we knew that “Dutch” was clean. We 
knew because Dr. Jones said so, and we be- 
lieved Dr. Jones. When the test was made, 
honest to goodness, they found that the poor 
derelict really and truly had red blood in his 
veins just like a human being. And it was 
as pure as the driven snow and as unsullied 
as the crystal raindrop. There was no shout 
of joy went up from 26 Broadway, but they 
said let us “prey.” 

The suit is on and the whole North Texas 
people are in sympathy with the movement. 

A comparison of the treatment of injured 
men was shown here recently when the Pro- 
ducers Oil Company had a man hurt. No 
medical aid was too expensive for this man. 
The medical talent was exhausted at Fort 
Worth and Dallas. This made Dr. Jones re- 
mark that if ever he got injured he would 
say that he was working for the Producers 
Oil Company under Frank Cullinan and then 
tell his attendants to get busy. “Dutch’s” 
pitiful case was considerably different from 
that. 

To the honor and integrity of the medical 
profession of this city is attributed the fact 
that there are witnesses for “Dutch” and the 
evidence is right here. 


W. G. L. 


Who’s Who in North Texas 


J. C. Yancy, Walter Stalder and five other 
geologists from the Pacific Coast have rented 
a seven-room house, and have employed their 
own cook. This “He Harem” looks like busi- 
ness, as it means they are here for some time. 
And then when the great questions of science 
are to be solved it requires a stillness not un- 
like the stillness of death to drag from this 
earth her secrets. She has carried them in 
her womb for centuries and the pain she 
suffers when they are revealed by other hands 
than the horny hands of toil requires silence 
and a place that her cries will not annoy the 
other guests. Lie still Oh! Thomas Philipps, 
John McKeown and other well meaning oper- 
ators in your grave and watch the results of 
science. 

R. G. Teddy Smith is expected to arrive here 
at any minute. The last seen of him he was 
trying to get to Wilson out on the Ringling 
Railroad. Three times the train stuck on the 
grade just outside of Ardmore. Pete Adsit 
and Ted got mad and left the train. After 
they lightened the train it made the grade all 
right. Ted has a big automobile car with a 
sign on it that reads like this, “TEMPORARY 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE FRICK REID 
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SUPPLY CO.” Ted has a furnished room 
with a bath on the third floor front. No 
elevator but a delightful CLIMEIT. 

J. T. Wilkie is starting some development 
work. Mr. Wilkie, it will be remembered, 
was the man who interested the California 
capital in Texas. He is starting a well now, 
making the second that he is responsible for. 


Tom Morrison, superintendent for W. C. 
McBride, is here looking after the production 
and the development work for W. C. 


R. S. Allen has leased the 55,000-barrel tank 
belonging to the Pierce-Fordyce Oil Associa- 
tion. All he needs now is to lay his pipe line 
and store his royalty. This amounts to con- 
siderable. It is not known whether that is 
his intention or not. 


W. G. L. 


THOSE GEOLOGISTS 


‘Teach the Farmers, Oil Men 
Clamor ‘‘Why?” 


Once upon a time there was a man who 
corrupted the court of Doodleburg. He 
prayed for forgiveness, and it was granted. 
Another man cut the telephone wires in the 
Oil country so that communication was in- 
terrupted and advice was withheld from 
farmers from whom he wanted to lease 
some of the land. Oil country boarding 
houses have been dynamited from the fer- 
mentation of their own food before they 
had served it. Any and all of these crimes 
can be forgiven or punishment fitted. 


But there is one crime that all the oil 
fraternity stands aghast at. A crime that 
our law makers with all their wisdom did 
not foresee nor provide a punishment for. 

The crime is this: The farmer is a de- 
cent, law abiding citizen. He works from 
you “Kin till you kaint” (Or from daylight 
until dark) and sleeps the intervening hours. 
Why disturb his peace and quietude, with a 
knowledge of the geology of this earth. 
Why, familiarize him with such words as 
carboniferous stratums. Why fill his inno- 
cent head with other misleading sounds as, 
anticlinals, cenclinals. omniferous, mossage- 
tus, tertiary, plenipotentiary, posthumous, 
cretacious or substraction or distraction. 

Why, O Ye Geological men of California. 

The cry at St. Paul’s conversion comes 
down to us today with much force “Much 
learning hath made thee mad.” 

Much learning will make the farmer 
NUTS. 

You are sewing to the windward and, your 
harvest will be the whirl-wind. You have, 
by your scholarly treatise to the ruralite, 
driven the last nail in your geological coffin, 
and made the unsophisticated piker look 
like an also ran. 

Since you have lectured on geology I 
know of seven different farmers who swear 
by all that is holy that they have been liv- 
ing On an anticlinal for four years. W. G. L. 
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Inability to say “Scissors” 
Has Not Hindered Martin 


He state of Tennessee has always 

been rich in the wisdom and patriot- 

ism of her sons and daughters. It 
has always been famous for its Moon-shine, 
and the “Moonshine Stills” linger in her 
mountaineer homes where the liquid is dis- 
pensed with the old gourd dipper; one dip- 
periul when drained to the bottom makes 
man forget the sunshine while the moon 
shines. Recently it has been in the spot- 
light for the reason that it has elected a 
Republican governor, since when it has been 
noted for raising grubbers and hell on the 
temperance question. But with all her 
faults she is the native heath of the hero of 
this sketch, and is loved accordingly. 

Martin D. Rowe was born thirty years 
ago, or to be exact, he was born on the 
28th day of September, 1883, in the little 
village of Alto, in Franklin county, Ten- 
nessee. 

Martin has a peculiarity that is worthy of 
note, not that we desire to make light of 
any one’s infirmities, but he cannot say 
scissors to save his soul. The best that he 
can do is “thithors.” This little drawback 
in Martin’s speech is nothing against him, 
for when he wants anything he usually gets 
it without the trouble of an interpreter. He 
is not like the fellow who stuttered and 
wanted to buy the parrot and went to the 
dealer and said: ‘“C-c-c-c-an tha-tha-that 
bird t-t-t-t-talk?” Said the dealer, “If he 
cannot talk better than you I would shoot 
him.” Martin can talk all right. 

In 1903, when Beaumont was made a reg- 
ular stop on the railroads and placed on the 
map of Texas as a future metropolis of oil, 
the lure of the golden fluid was too much 
for Mart. He bade a fond farewell to his 
old home in sunny Tennessee, buttoned up 
his hickory shirt and started for the fron- 
tier of Texas. His lisping remarks and his 
broad Southern drawl were interesting to 
the Eastern men who first blazed the way 
and exerted their civilizing influence on the 
Pelicans of South Texas. He had come to 
work, and simply had to work to grab off 
the lunch necessary to keep going. Those 
were hustling days and Martin was a hus- 
tler, and that is the reason that promotion 
came so rapid for him. He rough-necked 
it for a time and then became a rotary 
driller. Later he took charge of the affairs 
of the Heywood Oil Company. He left 
that company six years ago to do wildcat 
work for the J. M. Guffey Petroleum Com- 
pany, which took him all over the states of 
Texas and Louisiana, and finally landed 
him at Petrolia, Clay county, where he 
drilled the largest well in that field. But 
the other wells were more or less failures 
and he moved to Wichita Falls. He has 
been here with the Guffey Company ever 
since. 

When his company got active and the 
Miller farm was being drilled Martin was 
made superintendent, and his success is 
attested by the three thousand barrels or 
more of oil that they are producing per 
day at this writing. 


Martin D. Rowe, 
From Sunny Tennessee. 


Mr. Rowe has always been a very pains- 
taking, honest and efficient manager. Loy- 
alty to his company and to their interests 
ever has been first. Recently he decided to 


Cleveland, Ohio, 


leave and take up work for himself as a 
contractor. His resignation is in, effective 
the first of December. I am quite sure that 
his efforts have been appreciated and, there- 
fore, he will leave their service with their 
best wishes. 

Martin is one of the most popular oil 
men in North Texas. Never in the three 
years that he has been with us here have I 
seen him ever refuse the helping hand to 
one in need. He is the one best bet for a 
donation in a worthy cause. He owns his 
home in Wichita Falls, but when the name 
of his dear old Tennessee is mentioned his 
face lights up and you can almost see in 
his eye the reflection of his mountain home. 

Some day he will return. When he does 
he will be a money baron and there in the 
summer evenings, with his pipe lighted, he 
will listen to the plaintive wail of the whip- 
poor-will, and through the smoke will see 
the faces of his old oil country friends, and 
I trust that mine will be among them. 
These visions will seem the more real, if he 
scans the MOON-SHINE with the Moon- 
shine within that “stills” the longing heart 
for more of the rough scenes of the oil 
country life. In your new duties, we wish 
you the best on earth. W. G. L. 


A complaint has been filed with the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission by the Great 
Western Oil Refining Company, of Erie, Kans., 
in which they attack the rate on petroleum 
crude oil, in barrels, by the Missouri, Kansas 
& Texas, from the Inter-Ocean Oil Company, 
of Kansas City, to the complainant at Erie. 
They ask for a rate of 10 cents and reparation. 


Bachelor’s Pride No Longer 
His—Van Is Married Now 


Looking at the above countenance of C. M. 
Van Pelt, one time Oklahoma producer, next 
oil scout and now a producer again—and we 
also presume capitalist—one can’t but wonder 
at how time flies, for the above was taken 
something like a year ago and since then many 
things have befallen “Van,” not the least of 
which is a wife. 

On the particular occasion when he grinned 
in front of the lens, “Van” told, not with- 
out a touch of pride, even joy, how he was 
a bachelor. 

“Yessiree, a ‘bach,’ and believe me I get 
home when I want to and leave when I want 
to, and all I do is just order that nigger boy 
of mine around the flat,” so said “Van” at 
that remote period of a year ago. 

“I really don’t know whether I am keeping 
that flat here in Tulsa for the sake of having 
a home to boss or to provide shelter for that 
nigger, for it hasn’t given me much shelter 
in many months.” 

In addition to forsaking the gentle minis- 
trations of his colored man in waiting— 
for we assume that Mrs. “Van” tied the can 
to him first thing—“Van” has left the Gypsy 
Oil Company and gone back into business for 
himself. He is now fussing around the new 
country about Ardmore and stopping only at 
the best hotels, except when he’s home. 

But maybe it wasn’t so long ago after al) 


C. M. Van Pelt, 
Sometimes of Tulsa, Okla. 


that “Van” had that picture taken. For fear 
Mrs. “Van” may see this and our loose gossip 
be the means of getting the “old man” in 
wrong, guess we'd better ring off. 
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Oklahoma Won’t Be Able to Supply the Demand 


Rapid Decline in New Field and Completion of More 
Pipe Lines Promise to Favor an Actual Shortage 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

BARTLESVILLE, OKLA., Dec. 8.— 
November in the oil fields of Kansas and 
Oklahoma was lacking in sensation if not 
interest. 

It came in with a threat of over-production. 
The Cushing extension, the Boston Pool in 
the Osage, and the Lost City Pool had al- 
ready increased the daily production to an 
unexpected extent, while recent strikes at 
Coweta, Broken Arrow, Owasso and New- 
kirk all made the opening of a new pool of 
vast proportions possible. As a consequence, 
there was some talk of over-production and 
some fears of a reduction in quoted prices. 

The month ends with all of this completely 
changed. Coweta, Broken Arrow and Owasso 
appear to have, if we may be permitted: to 
drop into the vernacular, “shot their wad.” 
Recent developments at each of these points 
indicate that the discovery wells hit small 
pockets and possibly a small pool limited in 
area as well as in oil production, and the 
enthusiasm manifested by various coteries of 
producers has all but disappeared. 

Newkirk continues to offer possibilities that 
can only be guessed at. During the month, 
wells have been drilled in over there good for 
200 barrels natural, and the field is being grad- 
ually extended, but at considerable expense. 
There have been many failures, and the same 
erratic conditions appear to exist that were 
characteristic of the Ponca City field a couple 
of years ago, and that so completely disgusted 
those gentlemen who went in there confident 
of winning a fortune. 

There is an immense territory there that is 
considered a possible producing area, but so 
far development work has not proven the field 
to be any more consistent than the old Ponca 
City field. So it is not considered likely that 
it will affect seriously the production figures 
one way or the other. 

BOSTON POOL. 

Completions during the month in the Boston 
Pool in the Osage have not resulted in further 
appreciation of the acreage values there. This 
is putting it mildly. A very prominent and 
widely experienced producer in discussing the 
phenomenal production acquired by the Gypsy 
people on the Boston farm, and which re- 
sulted in sensational prices being paid for ad- 
joining acreage offered by the department in 
September, has insisted from the first that the 
Gypsy people struck the apex of an anticline, 
bowl-shaped, and that, the 3,000-barrel pro- 
ducers which marked the early strikes of the 
development work there, which, as they drill 
out from the center, gradually decline, and 
after a few locations disappear altogether. 
This theory is being justified by facts. So 
true is this that some of the successful bidders 
for lands there have asked the department to 
refund their money and permit them to grace- 
fully retire. 

The Prairie Oil & Gas Company is starting 
a great many wells on the lands they secured, 
and the event itself will speedily prove whether 
or not there is an extension to the pool, yet 
the Prairie land corners in between the area 
held by the Gypsy people and the holdings of 


the Minnehoma, where the first big well was 
struck. And even should they prove as pro- 
ductive as the price paid would indicate, there 
is still left the enormous acreage adjoining 
all of these tracts, none of which is closer 
to the initial production than a mile, to be 
tested out with little likelihood of success 

It is because of these field conditions that 
November closed with the fear of over-produc- 
tion rapidly disappearing. 

Advances during the month in the credit 
balance of Illinois and Ohio oil gave birth to 
the hope in many breasts that Oklahoma 
grades would follow suit. There is still a 
hope. But many of the older heads see in 
the vastly increased production of the Mid- 
Continent field mighty little to encourage 
them. These, who are wise in their day and 
generation, and who know that two and two 
always make four, believe that the Oklahoma 
market is stationary not so much because of 
the amount of oil actually being produced, 
though the figures are far above what was 
considered possible a brief twelve months ago, 
as because of the threat made by the Osage 
acreage lately placed on the market under a 
contract that forces drilling and lots of it 
right away, and the possibilities of the several 
wildcats referred to above. 

The Prairie Oil & Gas Company early on 
December 6 was finishing up its first test on 
its newly acquired Osage acreage adjoining 
the Boston Pool in the Osage. At 43 feet 
in the sand the hole filled nicely, but refused 
to flow. This means that the well is probably 
a good one, but is nothing like the Gypsy 
wells which it offsets, and which came in at 
way up in the thousands, spouting like a 
spermer. If this first well is a criterion of 
the various others that must be put down to 
comply with the department regulations, then 
there isn’t going to be any considerable amount 
of red fire set off, and the next Osage lands 
placed on the market will not be so much in 
demand. 

MARKET CAN’T FALL. 

This test indicates just how uncertain the 
oil game is. The Prairie made its first test 
on the tract the Minnehoma contested before 
the department. This tract corners right in 
between the big Gypsy wells and the big 
Minnehoma wells. To even an _ unpracticed 
eye it looked like an immortal cinch. But 
evidently it isn’t. What, then, is there to fear 
in the acreage removed a mile or better, as 
most of the lands leased are? 

The producers generally have mighty little 
to fear, either from a falling market or over- 
production. In the judgment of your cor- 
respondent neither is likely for many moons. 
The Magnolia people are pushing up from 
Texas with a new pipe line. It must have 
oil or it will not be a paying proposition. To 
get oil it will of necessity have to cut down 
the runs of some one of the existing lines. 
Then various refineries now under construc- 
tion will speedily be calling for an adequate 
supply of crude. The reorganization of the 
Texas Company, it is asserted, will result in 
a more aggressive policy by that concern, so 


far as taking crude is concerned. Whether 
this means that it will increase its trunk line 
capacity and hook up with all of the produc- 
tion available remains to be seen. The Prairie 
will soon have the Wood River line open, 
and thus will be in a position to handle 20,000 
more barrels daily than ever before. 

Now where is the oil coming from to supply 
all of these demands? Certainly it is here. 
But is there really any surplus, and is there 
any likelihood of any surplus? Not that we 
can see. 

Rains the latter part of November and the 
first week in December blocked all field work. 
For downright precipitation it beat anything 
that has occurred in the dry belt for at least 
ten: years. There was better than six inches 
of rain fell during the first week in Decem- 
ber. And it came in such a way that the 
thirsty earth drank it all up inch by inch. The 
streams did not begin to get their backs up 
until along towards the last, and then they 
commenced going in fine shape. 

The result is a condition of highways that 
beggers description, and makes teaming next 
to impossible. There will be some comple- 
tions during the month, but they will be 
nothing like as numerous as the new work 
at the close of November would lead one to 
expect. Old timers forecast a wet winter, 
which means, should it come true, that oil 
field operations will be difficult and scarce for 
the next three months. 

The expected sale of the T. B. Slick Cush- 
ing properties has not materialized. This is 
the property that the Ronxana Petroleum 
Company is understood to have offered a mil- 
lion and a half for a few months ago. Re- 
cently it was gauged by the Carter Oil Com- 
pany, but for some reason the negotiations 
have been called off. 


SUES FOR COMMISSION 
ON $10,000,000 DEAL 


The Federal Court at New York City, has 
ordered Thurlow Weed Barnes to give the 
names of the people to whom he could 
have sold Benedum & Trees Louisiana 
properties for more than the $10,000,000 
that he says Benedum & Trees got 
from the Standard Oil Company. Barnes 
is suing Benedum & Trees and Harry 
S. Grayson for commission, on _ the 
sale of oil properties, amounting to 
$3,000,000. Barnes declares that he had a 
deal arranged with a German bank whereby 
the bank was to pay $19,500,000 and when 
he got ready to close, he says he found the 
Standard had dealt with the defendants 
without his knowledge for $10,000,000. At 
the time this sale was made, the report 
among the oil men was that Benedum & 
Trees got only $5,000,000 for the property. 


At Brockton, Mass., the Gulf Refining Com- 
pany has applied to the board of aldermen 
for permission to erect storage tanks and a 
warehouse for a distributing station. 
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Looks For Steady Decline in Production 


Statistician Points to Annual Development of 
125,000 Acres of America’s Limited Oil Area 


By W. M. Dunham, 

Geologist and Oil Statistician. 
Reason for the recent big advance in the 
Illinois ad- 
vances in Oklahoma crude, despite an in- 


price of crude and cause for 
crease in production there, is seen by look- 
ing back to 1904, which was an epoch year 
in matters appertaining to petroleum in the 
United States. 

It was in 1904 that the value of the crude 


product at the well reached and passed the 


$100,000,000 valuation. During the next 
eight years, or to the close of 1912, the 
valuation increased $62,626,879, reaching 


$163,802,334 for the year. 

In 1903 the production of petroleum in 
this country reached the 100,000,000 barrel 
mark for the first time, increasing in 1904 
to 117,080,960 barrels. 1912 it was 222,- 
113,218 barrels, of 105,032,258 
barrels during the eight years. The total 
output during this eight-year period equals 


In 


an increase 


the total output of all the preceding years, 
45 in number. 

Not before or since has the 1904 drilling 
record of 20,261 new wells completed been 
In 1911 the 
record shows 13,761 new wells completed. 
This number was increased in 1912 to 17,178, 


equalled during any one year. 


an increase of 3,417, yet the increased out- 
put of oil amounted to only 1,663,827 bar- 
rels 

In 1904 the production of petroleum west 
of the Mississippi river exceeded the quan- 
tity produced east of the river for the first 
time. The western production amounting 
to 60,980,537 barrels, with the eastern yield 
56,100,323 barrels. In 1912 the production 
of petroleum west of the Mississippi aggre- 
162,247,488 gain of over 
100,000,000 barrels in output as compared 
with the year 1904. The yield in 1912 east 
of the Mississippi amounted to 59,865,730 
barrels, an increase of 3,765,407 barrels. In 
1904 the state of Illinois had not a barrel 
of oil to its credit. 


gated barrels, a 


In 1912 its output ag- 
gregated 28,601,308 barrels, hence the older 
oil fields show a loss of 24,835,901 barrels 
as compared with 1904. 

It 1904 that the exports of pe- 
troleum its 


was in 
and refined products reached 
1,000,000,000 gallons for the first time, with 
a valuation of $80,624,207. In 1912 the total 
exports aggregated 1,883,479,897 gallons in 
amount and $124,210,382 in value, the eight 
years’ increase amounting to 861,363,621 
gallons and $43,586,175. When the final ex- 
port and value figures for 1913 are compiled it 
will be found that the quantity exported will 
exceed 2,000,000,000 gallons, and the value 
fully $150,000,000. 

In 1904 the value of the natural gas pro- 
duction in this country, at the well, amount- 
ed to $38,496,760, and the combined value 


of oil and gas $139,672,215. In 1912 the 
natural gas valuation more than doubled, 
the 1904 figures reaching $84,563,957, and 


the combined value of the 1912 production 
of petroleum and natural gas aggregated 
$248,366,291, an increase during the eight 


years of $108,694,076. The value of the gas 
and crude oil production at the well in 1912 
was more than double the value of the gold 
and silver not alone in the 
United States, but in its possessions as well. 
INCREASES AT BIG COST. 

Oklahoma will establish this year new 
high records in production, in value and in 
the total number of new wells completed. 
When the for 1911 appeared the 
opinion was freely expressed that Okla- 
homa had finally reached the zenith in its 
yield of oil during any one year, and the 
decline of 4,642,566 barrels in 1912 seemed 
to contitm this opinion, but contrary to ex- 
pectations, the field has “come back” with 
a yield during the current year that will 


production, 


record 


Compiled by W. 


totally eclipse the high mark of 1911. 

In 1911, with the completion of 4,087 ad- 
ditional wells, which was 310 more than 
were completed in 1910, an increase in pro- 
duction secured during the year of 
4,040,919 barrels, bringing the total yield to 
56,069,637 barrels. Just the reverse occurred 
in 1912. 
the number of new wells completed, which 
totaled 5,993, a gain of 1,906 as compared 
with 1911, with a loss in production of 4,- 
642,566 barrels, the total production declin- 
ing to a lower level than in 1910. 

The record of drilling operations in Ok- 


Was 


A new high record was made in 


lahoma during the past tive years, compared 
with the 1913 development, should convince 
the most prejudiced mind that the present 


H. Dunham. 


Drilling Operations 11 months, 1913. 


In the following table will 
year to December 1. 


be 


found the drilling record by districts for the current 
(The Pennsylvania district comprises the states of New York, Penn- 


sylvania, West Virginia and Southeastern Ohio.) 
November Record, 


District 
Pennsylvania 


Completions 


Total for November 


New Prod. 


Dry Gas Oil Wells Barrels 
99 67 560 4,289 
13 40 2 65 
15 2 120 2,652 

4 0 10 109 
24 4 137 3,666 
27 33 224 3,051 

128 53 664 29,222 
14 3 67 
17 0 33 3,552 
17 0 21 1,066 

363 202 1,838 52,808 


Total Drilling by Districts for 11 months, 


District 


New Prod. 


Completions Dry Gas Oil Wells Barrels 

1,136 154 13 969 16,691 
710 176 11 523 51,754 

Drilling Record, all Fields, by Months. 

New Prod. 

Month Completions Dry Gas Oil Wells Barrels. 


1912 by 
barrel 


states, with increase 
of 42 gallons: 


State. Year. 


The tollowing table shows the production and value of oil during the years 1904 and 
and decrease both 


in amount and value, in the American 


Production. Value. 

Barrels Increase Increase 
1912 86,450,767 Decrease $39,213,588 Decrease 
1912 53,019,867 8,265,434 
1912 12,128,962 19,927,721 
1904 12,644,686 *515,724 20,583,781 *656,060 
1904 18,876,631 *9,907,624 23,730,515 *11,644,517 
1912 7,837,948 12,886,752 
1904 11,300,792 *3,462,844 18,507,103 *5,620,351 
1912 1,572,306 798,470 
1912 484,368 424,842 
1912 998,284 *513,916 984,938 *560,096 

1904 501,763 *295,711 578,035 *378,374 


* Decrease. 
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production is out of all proportion to the 
number of new wells completed, and pro- 
ducer and marketer alike will soon awake 
to the fact they have paid a ruinous price 
in the removal forever of the largest 
amount of productive territory during the 
past 10 months in history, and all indica- 
tions point to a yet greater development, 
which will only hasten the end. 

In 1908 there were 2,844 new wells com- 
pleted in Oklahoma, and the total produc- 
tion for the year amounted to 45,798,765 
barrels; 1909, 3,279 completions, production, 
47,859,218 barrels; 1910, 3.777 completions, 
production, 52,028,718 barrels; 1911, 4,087 
completions, production, 56,069,637 barrels; 
1912, 5,993 completions, production 51,427,- 
071 barrels, and the ten months of 1913, to 
the close of October, 7,336 completions, 
production (estimated) 51,500,000 barrels. 
If this record is maintained during the re- 
maining two months the completions will 
total over 9,000 and the production around 
62,000,000 barrels. 

BREAKS DRILLING RECORD. 

In 1908 the largest number of wells com- 
pleted during any one month was in De- 
cember, 352; in 1909, April, 388; 1910, June, 
378; 1911, April, 479; 1912, November, 654. 
During June, July, August, September and 
October of this year all past drilling rec- 
ords were shattered to smithereens. June 
had a record of 883 completions, July 884, 
August 864, September 773, and October 
830. This five-month drilling record is 147 
wells in excess of the completions during 
any one year to 1912. To arrive at the full 
significance of this unparalleled five-month 
development take a calculation for an ex- 
ample. The total completions number 4,234; 
allowing five acres to the well shows that 
21,170 acres or 33 full sections, which in 
turn represents 132 quarter sections, has 
been forever removed that can never again 
be drilled with the expectation of develop- 
ing oil or gas in paying quantities. 

STOCKS SHOW BIG DRAIN. 

The stock figures deserve attention at 
this time. It was in November, 1909, that 
the stocks of Oklahoma reached their highest 
point, aggregating 62,125,946 barrels. Of 
this amount 57,513,496 barrels was held in 
Oklahoma and 4,612,450 barrels by eastern 
pipe lines. On November 1, 1913, the total 
quantity of Oklahoma crude above ground 
aggregated 53,033,862 barrels, distributed as 
follows: Prairie Oil & Gas Company, 41,- 
991,974 barrels; eastern pipe lines, 2,300,029 
barreis; Gulf Pipe Line Company, 5,989,820 
barrels; the Texas Company, 2,752,039 bar- 
rels. The total quantity of Oklahoma oil 
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held in storage by the various pipe lines, 
January 1, amounted to 49,730,142 barrels, 
which indicates that the stocks were in- 
creased during the ten months of the cur- 
rent year to the extent of 3,303,720 barrels, 
while the total decrease from the highwater 
mark in 1909 to November 1, 1913, aggre- 
gated 9,092,084 barrels. With an estimated 
increase in production of approximately 10,- 
500,000 barrels to the close of October, as 
compared with the same period in 1912, and 
only 3,303,720 barrels placed in storage, 
reflects the enormous increase in the con- 
sumption of Oklahoma oil; and another fact 
that should not be overlooked in this con- 
nection is the large withdrawal of Okla- 
homa crude from the fuel markets’ by 
Standard Oil. 

While the stocks of Oklahoma were be- 
ing increased tremendous drafts were being 
made on the stocks of Illinois crude, ag- 
gregating in quantity nearly double. That 
a comprehensive grasp may be had relative 
to the condition of the stocks of the light 
refinable crudes, past and present, the rec- 
ord at this time may not be amiss. 

The highest point reached in the stocks 
of Illinois crude was in August, 1910, 33,- 
430,877 barrels, 4,141,713 barrels of which 
were held by eastern pipe lines, and 29,289,- 
164 barrels, by the Ohio Oil Company, in 
Illinois. At the close of October the total 
stocks aggregated 7,462,533 barrels, 1,680,- 
136 barrels held by eastern pipe lines and 
5,782,397 barrels by the Ohio Oil Company 
in Illinois, a total decrease of 25,968,344 bar- 
rels during the three and a quarter years. 
The decrease in the stocks of Illinois crude 
this year, to the close of October, amounts 
to 6,500,111 barrels. Production in Illinois 
shows a steady decline, and all efforts to 
develop a new source of supply has resulted 
in failure. The decline in production in 
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1911 compared with 1910 amounted to 1,826,- 
324 barrels, and in 1912 a further decrease 
occurred of 2,715,730 barrels, and all indi- 
cations point to a further decrease that will 


probably double the 1912 figures. 

The stocks of all grades of light oil 
reached the highest point in September, 
1909, aggregating 103,519,867 barrels. At 
the close of October, 1913, they were, in- 
Panhandle, 67,683,437 
barrels, a decline of 35,836,430 barrels, to 
which add fully 6,000,000 barrels of pro- 


ducers’ storage, which has been exhausted, 


cluding the Texas 


and the total decrease amounts to nearly 
41,000,000 barrels. 
LIGHT OIL IS LOW. 
At the close of October, 1910, the total 
stocks of all grades of crude oil held by 
the pipe lines east of the Mississippi river 
aggregated 43,963,120 barrels. 
drafts on these stocks reduced them to 15,- 
819,557 barrels, at the close of October, 
1913, a total decline during the three years 
of 28,143,563 barrels. At this rate of ex- 
haustion a few more months will see this 
quantity depleted, and the trade dependent 
on the daily supply. The quantity now held 
by the pipe lines is negligible considering 
the enormous requirements of trade. 
On October 4, oil was for the first time 
turned into the new pipe line extending 
from the Wood county, Ohio, oil fields to 
Sarnia, Ontario, Canada, to supply the re- 
cently remodeled and enlarged refinery of 
the Imperial Oil Company (Standard). The 
completion and operation of the Carrollton, 
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Mo., 


big 


to Alton, Ill., pipe line to supply the 
Wood River refinery with Oklahoma 
crude, will call for 20,000 barrels 
daily, will relieve Illinois to that extent, and 
divert a portion of its supply to the Ca- 
nadian pipe line. 


which 


In the districts producing the light grade 
of crude there was completed during the 
year 1911 a total of 12,609 new wells; in 
1912, 16,199, and during the first ten months 
of this year 20,173; the next two months 
which will close the year will add fully 4,750 
more new wells to the list, bringing the 
total completions close to 25,000, or nearly 


Gulf Coast 


HOUSTON TEX., Dec. 5th.— Aside from 
the big gas well north of Oil City, Pa., in 
section 15, that measures a rock pressure of 
1,070 pounds, with an estimated volume of 
40 million feet, and a 20 million foot gas 
well on Pine Island, the Caddo district de- 
velopment has been about normal. 

Down in the Mansfield district a 40 mil- 
lion foot gasser was brought in and several 
good oil wells found in the deep sand. 

On the Gulf Coast the excitement early 
in November came from Humble, on the 
east side where a well was brought in by 
the Producers Oil Company from the deep 
sand with an estimate capacity of 11,000 
barrels, but was pinched down to 6,000 bar- 
rels. These, with the showing of high grav- 
ity oil at Pierce Junction, composed the 
thrills for the month. 

CADDO DISTRICT.—tThis 


which 


district 
fifteen miles 
east and west, and twenty miles north and 


composes an area of 
south including the towns of Mooringsport, 
Oil City, Caddo City, Lewis, Trees City, 
Monterey, Vivian and Hosston, are the 
towns and villages around which cluster the 
various developments of this district, which 
at this time is making close to 30,000 bar- 
rels per day, and with the Mansfield dis- 
trict, runs the production up close to 31,050 
barrels. The daily average of the wells has 
been estimated to be about 54 barrels per 
well, and the price for the best grade ranges 
from $1.00 to $1.10 per barrel. 

Over this large range of territory leases 
are easily secured on a reasonable basis 
where development is begun at once. Some 
of the large gas leases taken in the early 
days are now being cut up and released for 
oil developments. This is especially true 
of the Vivian and Hosston territory. 

HOSSTON.—The development at this 
place has been pushed into the village itself, 
and there are now some twenty producing 
wells from the shallow sand on the various 
town lots;-within an eye shot of Hosston a 
small village on-the T. S. & N. R. R. These 
wells come in usually making from 50 to 150 
barrels, and hold up well. The Clifton Oil 
Company, has a number of producing wells, 
and have a derrick up across the railroad to 
the East. The Charles D. Hill Oil Com- 
pany, finished its No. 3 on Church at 1,060 
feet, and looks like a hundred barrel well, 
with no water. Derrick is up for No. 4, on 
the same property. The Velvet, Henratta 
and Big Four Companys all have wells in 
this section. 
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double the number of new wells completed 
in 1911. 

The marvelous increase in the consump- 
tion of California oil is without a parallel 
in oil progress. The consumption during 
the first nine months of 1911 amounted to 
52,934,686 barrels. This was increased 
7,783,660 barrels in 1912, bringing the con- 
sumption up to 60,918,346 barrels. Con- 
sumption was further increased during the 
first nine months of the current year as 
compared with the same period in 1912 by 
11,150,836 barrels, the total consumption ag- 
gregating 72,069,182 barrels. 


Cleveland, Ohio, 


The greatest development ever known in 
oil history, and monthly drafts on the re- 
serve supply to meet the constantly increas- 
ing requirements of trade, do not call for a 
prophet to predict the future of the indus- 
try. It is proven conclusively that Amer- 
ica’s oil area is limited. The annual devel- 
opment is now fully 125,000 acres in the 
light oil-producing districts alone, and this 
area, huge and but little realized as it is, 
will be largely increased from year to year 
with a declining production. The situation 
demands and should receive serious consid- 
eration, as the end is in sight. 


Shows Steady Developments 


VIVIAN TERRITORY.—Several wells 
were finished in the shallow sand, mostly 
by Birmingham people, and several good 
wells are reported. 

OIL CITY.—Threce miles to the northeast 
of Oil City, on Pine Island, the Standard 
Oil Company brought in a 20 million foot 
gasser, which is much needed as fuel in that 
part of the field. To the northwest of Lewis, 
two miles, in section 15, the Whipbro Oil 
Company brought in a gasser estimated at 
40 million cubic feet, with a rock pressure 
of 1,070 pounds. This well will be con- 
nected with the Akransas Natural Gas Com- 
pany’s line, and with the heavy rock pres- 
sure, will put a great volume of gas into the 
line, as over against the smaller wells, 
which will make it a very valuable well. 
This well was brought in from the deep 
about 2,200 feet, and other wells 
will be started at once for more of the “airy 
fluid.” To the west of Oil City, the Hous- 
ton-Caddo Oil Company, got a well in the 
chalk rock of 1,600 feet. At Monterey on 
the Texas side, a good well was brought in 
by the Antonio-Caddo Oil Company. 
It came in flowing 25 barrels natural, and 
will make a good producer. 

TREES CITY.—Here about the usual 
amount of work has been done, but no 
more of the old time gushers were brought 
in during the month. Trees City is the 
home of the original 20,000 barrel gusher 
from the deep sand, and is in the midst of 
the territory, taken over by the Standard 
Oil Company, for several million dollars. 
In the early days this was one of the rich- 
est spots of the field, with a tremendous gas 
pressure, but the gas of this region is be- 
ing rapidly depleted, so that very few large 
wells may be expected from this part of the 
field. 

MOORINGSPORT.—Several dry holes, 
as well as some good wells, were completed 
to the West, and northwest of Moorings- 
port. The Atlas Oil Company got two good 
wells. The Star Oil Co. well, on the Loucks 
lease, ceased to flow when the Standard Oil 
Co. drilled its own well deeper, and. got a 1,500 
barrel well in the same sand. This well 
once burned for an entire week. It has 
been put on the beam, and is now making 
250 barrels per day. There have been sev- 
eral dry holes in that locality, but last week 
another well making 500 barrels was 
brought in from the same sand. This trend 
across the lake to the South, seems to be 
very narrow, and a hundred feet one way or 


sand at 


San 


another makes all the difference between a 
good well, and a dry hole. 

MANSFIELD DISTRICT, DESOTO 
PARISH.—There is still considerable in- 
terest being manifested in this district, es- 
pecially by the large companies, such as the 
Gulf Refining Company. The Standard Oil 
Company and the Passadena, a company 
formed by the combination of the Bush- 
Everett and Producers interests in Louis- 
iana. This district is now making 1,300 bar- 
rels per day. Three wells were completed 
during the month among which was the 
Producers, reported to be making 500 bar- 
rels per day. This well was brought in one- 
half mile to the east from the Guffy, dis- 
covery well on the Jenkins. A 40 million 
foot gas well was also brought in by the 
Producers. Development work is very slow 
in this territory, as the formation is deep, 
hard and difficult to drill. So far the oil 
formation has been found to be very 
streaked, and it remains to be seen whether 
a large field can be developed in this dis- 
trict. 

SABINE AND RED RIVER 
PARISHES.—Several wells are drilling and 
some are reaching an interesting stage, 
where something ought to show up. At La- 
grete, Hertell et al are drilling their third 
well, and are down 3,000 feet, drilling with 
a 2-inch pipe. 

FIELD NOTES.—In Texas, in Red River 
County, two wells are drilling and a report 
is current that a good well was found near 
Clarkesville. A great deal of leasing is be- 
ing done in that vicinity. To the South 
near Atlanta, Texas, preparations are on for 
a test on John’s Creek. It is also reported 
that John O’Neil, who has large holdings 
at Humble, Texas, will drill a test well, near 
Teneha, on the Sabine. The Mineola peo- 
ple are getting ready for a test in that vi- 
cinity. 

A large number of Birmingham, Chatta- 
nooga, Mobile and Vicksburg people have 
become interested in the Caddo oil field re- 
cently, and most of them are making good. 

ALONG THE GULF COAST. 

Humble and Pierce Junction produced the 
thrills for the month in this section. The 
blow-out at Pierce Junction showed a high 
gravity oil and created considerable excite- 
ment at the time. It was found under a 
gypsum bed at about 1,100 feet, but soon 
went to salt water, which they were unable 
to stop. The 6,000 barrel at Humble, com- 
pleted in the deep sand at about 2,900 feet, 
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‘came in three months ago through a 2% 
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was estimated to have a capacity of 11,000 
barrels, but was pinched down to 6,000. 
This is high gravity oil, and flowed for ten 
days, when the casing collapsed and sanded 
up. <An heroic effort is being made to 
bring the well back but so tar they have 
been unable to clear the hole. The well that 
inch pipe making 2,000 barrels is still mak- 
ing 700 barrels natural. 

‘This section has long been known as one 
of the rich spots in the Humble develop- 
ment, but tue difficulty of properly complet- 
ing and maintaining the wells in this ter- 
ritory increases with the depth they have to 
go to reach the sand, which is all the way 
from 2,500 to 3,350 feet. These sands are 
generally loose tlowing sands, and have to 
be very carefully screened. Several of the 
deep wells are now nearing the sand. and it 
is to be hoped that the difficulties hereto- 
fore encountered may be obviated, as the 
expense of drilling these wells is very great. 
Several small wells were completed in shal- 
low sands and cap rock formation. 

At Pierce Junction, after passing the gas 
sand, a show of light oil of 41 gravity was 
encountered, but salt water ruined the hole. 
Some two or three months ago a terrilic 
gas blow-out was encountered and the hole 
was lost, two locations either way missed 
the gas sand and reached salt water at 1,100 
feet. This is about a repetition on condi- 
tions encountered some four years ago in 
this vicinity. It is becoming evident these 
locations are on the broken side of the field, 
and an effort will be made to test the field 
farther to the west, toward Blue Ridge, as 
it is now pretty generally believed that the 
oil lield lies between these two mound for- 
mations. 

BLAND, IN ORANGE COUNTY.—The 
new field is still in the experimental stage 
The discovery well finished at 3,150 feet, 
flowed for more than three months, but is 
now being put on the beam. The Terry Oil 
Company well twisted off the drill stem at 
3,125 feet, within twenty feet of the sand. 
The four inch stem has been shot, and an 
effort is being made to side track, and save 
the hole. Several wells are now nearing the 
deep sand, and another thirty days ought to 
tell more about the direction and possibili- 
ties of the field. 

EDGERLY AND WINTON.—Fdcerly is 
also in the experimental stage, several small 
wells having been brought in in different 
sands from 1,700 to 2,400 feet, but each new 
location developes something different, so 
that it is becoming evident the field is either 
very streaked, or they are only drilling 
along the edge of the main body of the 
field. Vinton has done about the usual 
amount of work, and three producing wells 
were completed at about the usual depth 
of 2,200 feet. 

SPINDT.R TOP—The Unity Oil Com- 
pany brought in a 150 barrel oil well, and 
the Stello Oil Company got a twenty barrel 
well in McFadden Flats. Spindle Top, ,is 
t'e «ldest held along the Gulf Coast, hav- 
ing been brought in some twelve years ago, 
and is still producing from two to three 
thousand barrels per day, with very little 
new drilling. 
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SOUR LAKE AND BATSON.— \: Sour 
lake the Producers Oil Company broue tt in 
a 100 barrel well in the 1,000 foot sand, 
and at Batson, several shallow wells were 
completed. Several wells are drilling, but 
none have reported anything worth men 
tioning. Nothing out of the ordinary has 
been reported from Jennings, or Anse La 
Butte. Goose Creek has three good well 
in the shallow sand, and about twelve hun 
dred feet. Nothing new has becn reported 
from the San Antonio territory. 

MEXIA GAS ACTIVITY. 

Mexia now has sixteen gas wells with an es 
timated capacity of 150,000,000 cubic feet 
per day, some of the wells making as high 
as 20,000,000 feet from the shallow sand 
Sixty car loads of twelve inch pipe have 
been shipped from the East, 28 cars t 
Waco, and 32 cars to Mexia, for the various 
gas lines out of the field. 

The gas line to Tcague has been com 
pleted, and connections are now being made 
with the city. A contract has just been let 
by the Southern Gas and Oil Company for 
the drilling of ten more wells. 

\t Wortham, ten miles to the north, oil 
has been found in the shallow sand, and a 
well producing ten barrels has been de 
veloped. 
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At Corsicana, operations have recently 
been extended to the east, and fifteen pro- 
ducing wells have been brought in during 
the last few months. 

WILD CAT OPERATION. 

In Liberty County the various operations 
at this time are at a stand still, with the 
exception of Stati, et al, who have 
abandoned their No. 1 Bradford near the 
old Dayton field, and will start drilling No. 


2 in a few days. 


In Jefferson County the Golden Flow 
Oil Company is drilling at 3,100 feet, and at 
Orange the foundry people have organized 
to drill on the foundry site, to see if oil or 
gas may not be found for fuel. 


At Palestine the citizens, headed by the 
mayor, are organizing a company to drill 
a test four miles to the southeast of the 
city, and another test is being drilled on 
the Trinity river near Brookfield Bluff, by 
the Cathleen Oil Company. An effort is be- 
ing made by the citizens of Pennington 
Texas, to make a test in that territory, as 
considerable gas and shale outcroppings are 
evident in that vicinity. Pennington is sit- 
uated on a watershed or high point between 
the Trinity and Sabine Rivers. 


U. S. Bureau of Mines | 
Asks $30,000 for Oil Industry 


Owing to the importance of the oil and gas 
industry Secretary Lane of the Interior De- 
partment in his request for appropriations for 
the U. S. Bureau of Mines just sent to the 
Congress has asked for $30,000 for the in- 
vestigation of that industry alone. 

This item is for the first time placed sep- 
arately in the estimates and represents an 
increase. It calls for inquiries and investiga- 
tions concerning the mining, preparation 
treatment and utilization of petroleum and 
natural gas, with a view to economic de- 
velopment, and conserving resources through 
the prevention of waste. On this subject, the 
estimate contains the following statement: 


“In 1911 the total value of the petroleum 
produced in this country was $134,044,752; 
that of the natural gas usefully produced was 
$74,127,534. The magnitude of the petroleum 
industry, the increasing value of petroleum and 
natural gas as fuel, and the rapid decline of 


the yield from many fields emphasize the 


need of conducting inquiries concerning the 
mining, treatment and utilization of petroleum 
and natural gas, with a view to economical 
and efficient development of these resources, 
as well as inquiries into the economic con- 
ditions that have developed in the oil and gas 
industries, with a view to the determination 
of the factors governing production and the 
means whereby: supplies of oil and gas, espe- 
cially those on public lands or on lands con- 
trolled by the government, can be utilized 
to best advantage in promoting the public 
welfare. 


“As illustrating the need for inquiries and 
investigations concerning petroleum and nat- 
ural gas, with a view to economic develop- 
ment, it is pertinent to note the following 


extract from a recent report received by the 
Bureau of Mines regarding the Cushing field 
of Oklahoma: ‘The maximum yield of oil 
from the Cushing field has never reached 30,- 
000 barrels per day. For a long period it 
has been considerably less than 20,000 barrels 
per day. The average value of oil at the 
highest market quotation probably lies below 
$20,000 per day. During this time there has 
been wasting from drilling wells not less 
than 100,000,000 cubic feet of gas, while the 
waste from flowing wells is perhaps in excess 
of 200,000,000 cubic feet, making a total daily 
waste of 300,000,000, which, at the domestic 
rate of 25 cents per thousand, would be $75, 
000 per day in fuel or a matter of perhaps 
$20,000 a day to the oil producer. It is not 
only possible to conserve this gas, but it also 
is possible in many cases to so manage the 
wells that they can furnish oil without allow- 
ing the gas to escape. The main purpose of 
the oil producer is to get the oil and let the 
gas escape.” There are other fields in the 
United States where enormous daily waste 
of gas occurs. 

“Practically all the oil purchased by the 
different branches of the service of the United 
States has been tested by the Bureau of Mines. 
This is particularly true of tests for the Navy 
Department, these purchases amounting dur- 
ing the past year to about 21,000,000 gallons 
of oil.” 


The plant of Norris Bros., Robinson, IIL, 
manufacturers of sucker and pull rods, was 
damaged by fire to the extent of $3,000 the 
night of November 26. The origin of the fire 
is unknown, but it is believed to have been 
caused by crossed electric light wires. 
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Accompanied by R. E. Morse, 
Bill is Back Home Again 


Randlet, 
Mr. L. C. Heydrick, 
Wichita Falls, Texas. 
Dear Lawrence: 


Okla., Dec. 8, 1913. 


! am _ writing this from a little rag 
shac k, 
Just to let the boys know that I have got back. 


I met Doctor Booze in town the first night, 


you 


He shook his wise head, said, “That roll is a 
sight, 
You must heed my advice,” he said with a 
grin, 
“For to go back to work with that stuff is a 
sin— 
I’ll take it away without blood or pain 
(Of course if you're careful it will sure grow 
again ).” 
So I was persuaded and went into his game. 
When I think of it now I was surely insane— 
For he started and peeled a strip at a stroke. 
It was not very painful, ‘twas the truth that 
he spoke, 
Till ‘long about midnight the roll grew so 
small 
I could have swallowed the smear, and not 
choked at all. 
By morning, dear Lawrence, I knew ‘twas 
all wrong, 
For under his treatment I had become very 
strong. 
Now the roll being removed, Doctor Booze 
had gone home, 
And my head (mostly concrete) now felt like 
a bone— 
And the things that passed by as in review 
Would go a long way toward filling a zoo, 
And I learned, now too late, how he lied 
when he said, 
'Twould be bloodless and painless. (Great God, 
what a head). 
A week has gone by and I am back at my 
toil 
Twisting old junk, a-boring for oil, 
Yet I still see that table where the lump was 
reduced, 
And I still have the ache that the, spirits 
produced ; 
But I’m glad I’ve got back to the derrick of 
steel, 
To the screech of the pulleys, the whir of 
the wheel, 
To the little rag house by the side of the tree, 
it i a old game, but it’s better 
for me 
Than old Doctor Booze with his high-balls 
and fizzes 


slavish 


And the life that goes with it, loose gowns 

and frizzes. 

Now old R. E. 
the door 


Morse stands and peeks thro’ 


And smilingly asks, “Are you still feeling 
sore?” 
You have met him, dear Lawn, he’s that ragged 
old Bo 
That the next morning after, says, “I told 
you so.” 
But I wish to say here, it was a loud, jolly 
bunch, 
Especially when soused in a a foaming milk 
punch ; 
There was 
Hivick, 


Dalton, Ted Smith, Hudson and 


Brice Kinney, Gartland, Summers and Hey- 
drick. 
Some class to that bunch when out in full (7?) 
force, 
The end would be pleasant, but for damned 
Now should any one ask for me, say that 1 
pass 
When corks are all popping, well, just turn 
down a glass. 
For never again shall women and wine 
Perform an operation on this form of mine. 
When reading this letter just laugh, if you 
will, 
I say it’s my last. 


Morse. 


Yours truly, 


Bill. 


CALIFORNIA MINING 
BUREAU ISSUES REPORT 
The California State Mining Bureau has re- 
cently issued a detailed report of the mineral 
and fuel production of that state for the year 


1912, compiled by E. S. Boalch, the bureau's 


statistician. interest 


to the oil fraternity, the report contains de- 


Among other things of 


Cleveland, Ohio, 


tailed statistics regarding the production of 
petroleum in California from 1876, when 12,000 
barrels comprised the total output, to 1912, 
when the total amount of oil produced amount- 
ed to almost 90,000,000 barrels, valued at $41,- 
868,344. Copies of the report can be obtained 
upon application to the California State Mining 
Bureau, San Francisco, Cal. 


[.C.C. DENIES RAILROAD’S 
REQUEST FORHIGHERRATE 


The Interstate Commerce Commission has 
denied the application of the Missouri Pacific 
in which it asked for authority to establish a 
rate of 53 cents per 100 pounds on lubricating 
oil, less. than carloads, from Coffeyville, 
Le Hunt, Independence and Neodesha, Kans., 
and a rate of 55 cents from Caney, Kans., to 
Concordia, Kans., sufficient justification not 
having. been shown for the great disparity 
existing between the present rates from and 
to intermediate points and the proposed rates 
from and to the farther distant points above 
named. 


The Henderson Gasoline Company has been 
organized at Nowata, Okla., with a capital of 
$200,000, by W. O. Struther and J. Wood 
Glass, of Nowata, and Frank Peterson, of 
Tulsa, Okla. The company will manufacture 
casing head gasoline. 


Oil Men Who Have Passed On 


George N. Moore, aged 86 years, died at 
Olean, N. Y., Nov. 4. Was well known 
contractor and driller in the Olean field. 

John A. Scott, who built the first refinery 
Norwalk, 
died at his home in Los Angeles the last 
week of October. Had followed the oil 
path from Pennsylvania to California. 


in California, near what is now 


J. H. Irwin, 37, was crushed under heavy 
timbers and instantly killed, Nov. 1, while 
dressing tools on the McCabe lease, near 
Matoka, Okla. Was brother of John Ir- 
win, widely known Mid-Continent producer. 

John C. Malick, retired oil producer and 
veteran of Civil War, died at home of son 
in Sistersville, W. Va. Nov. 3, aged 83 
lad operated extensively in several 
Pennsylvania fields. 

John H. Harmon, lease man, despondent 
because of continued ill health, committed 
suicide by the 


years. 


shooting himself through 
head at his home in Tulsa, Nov. 8. 

B. O. June, aged 74 years, retired em- 
ploye of the National Transit Company, was 
Karns 
City, Pa., Oct. 29, and died before aid could 
reach him. 

Mrs. Mary Howe, wife of Robert Howe, 
Warren county, Pa., operator, was struck 
by a Pennsylvania Railroad train at Glade 
Run, Pa., Nov. 8, and instantly killed. 


found unconscious near his home at 


Ransom Teed, pioneer operator in the 
Shamburg, Pa., field, found dead in bed at 
home in Titusville, Pa., Nov. 14. 
87 years old. 

J. P. Matthews, Jr., aged 19, died, Nov. 


12, from injuries received in fall from der- 


Teed was 


rick on the Sour Lake, Texas, field. 

J. O. Patterson, formerly oil well driller 
in Electra, Texas, field, was killed by a 
Santa Fe train near Bartlesville, Okla, Nov. 
13. 

Frank G. Keatley, senior member of 
Keatley Bros., owning large holdings near 
North Clarendon, Pa., died suddenly from 
stroke of apoplexy, Nov. 9, aged 67. 

Charles Herman, at one time refiner at 
Titusville, Pa. and later operator in the 
Pennsylvania fields, died at Titusville. Nov. 
12, aged 89. 

Milton Smedley, hotel man widely known 
throughout the Eastern oil fields, died from 
heart failure at Avon, N Y., Nov. 8. 


C. D. Robbins, pioneer operator in the 
Washington county, Pa., field, but later in- 
terested in the electrical business at Pitts- 
burgh, died at home in Homewood, Pa., 
Noy. 12, aged 79. With Frederick Crocker, 
drilled many tests which missed the oil 
fields by very narrow margins. 

Ryland M. Logan, operator for years in 
the Bradford, Pa., field, died at home in 
Titusville, Pa., Nov. 17, aged 61. 

Charles L. Downing, life long resident of 
Oil City, Pa., and well known contractor, 
died Nov. 23, following week’s illness from 
typhoid fever. 


Mrs. D. A. Koons, wife of treasurer of 
central Torpedo Company, Tulsa, Okla., 
died at Las Vegas, New Mexico, Nov. 20. 


George J. Owen, life long oil man with 
holdings in Ohio, California and Mexico, 
died in New York City, Nov 19, aged 53. 
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Expulsive Forces and their Liberation in Wells 


Just Why a Hole Paraffines up— 
Due to Waste of Heat in Operating 


(Third Paper.) 
By Miles W. Quick. 
(All rights to the use of this article are 
protected by the general copyright on 
the paper.) 


As there can be no expulsion of pe- 
troleums from saturated formations with- 
out a liberation of intrastrata energies; no 
liberation of energies without an utilization 
of heat—no utilization of heat without a 
reduction of intrastrata temperatures—no 
reduction of temperatures without deteriora- 
tion in degrees of liberated energies, and no 
deterioration in degrees of liberated energy 
without a decrease in volumes of expulsion, 
heat and force become resolved in an insep- 
arable factor—the all-important factor neces- 
sarily involved in each and every phase of 
the problem of expulsion of saturating pe- 
troleums. 


As neither the existence of an innate 
force, nor the necessity for heat conserva- 
tion is generally recognized by oil pro- 
ducers, this paper undertakes to illustrative- 
ly outline and measure—so far as limited 
data will serve for the purpose—both the 
energies available for liberation, and the 
volumes of heat requisite for their release. 

It is necessary to premise this discussion 
on a statement of the fact that specific and 
authoritative data on which to base compu- 
tations have not been procurable. No in- 
terrogated producer has been thus far able 
to furnish even estimates of proportionate 
percentages of oil and gas products from a 
group of wells; initial or later degrees of 
expansive force; gravities or weights of hb- 
erated vapors; the temperature at which 
their liquid products congeal, or at what 
degrees of shut-in gas pressures expulsion 
is arrested. Efforts in this direction have 
resulted in scarcely more than an emphasis 
of the obvious fact that during more than 
a halt century of oil-producing activities the 
importance of including this line of study 
in the curriculum has not been recognized. 

After numerous failures to procure data 
showing relative percentages of volatile and 
stable products from wells operated in con- 
nection with a gasoline plant, one was fin- 
ally visited where the volume of vaporous 
product had been determined prior to the 
purchase and installation of the compressor 
then in operation. The visit to this plant 


was not premeditated. The wells were in 
no manner exceptional in volumes or 
either oil or gas products in comparison 
with others operated in the vicinity, and 
had been operated for a number of years 
There was no reluctance in answering all 
questions, and the following verbal infor- 
mation was secured: 
WHAT WELLS PRODUCED. 

Number of wells from which vapor was 
being derived, 29; oil production per day, 
13 42-gallon barrels; vapor product per day 
of 24 hours, about 35,000 cubic feet; gaso- 
line product per day, about 200 gallons. 
Neither pressures nor vacuums visible on 
gauges were being maintained. 

The compressor piston displacement in 
dicated a volume of more than 40,000 cubic 
feet per day; a material gas leak was visible 
at the casing-head of the only well visited; 
and as volumes of evaporation from derrick 
and stock-tanks were neither estimated nor 
taken into consideration, it became con- 
clusive that the 35,000 cubic feet was an 
under, rather than an over-estimate of the 
proportionate volatile constituent of the 
saturation. 

The weight of the 13 barrels of oil, based 
on a volume of 43 gailons with gravity of 
45 degrees, being 3,705 pounds, that of the 
vapor—estimated at 75 pounds per one 
thousand feet—2,625 pounds, gives us a to- 
tal weight of 6,330 pounds, the oil being 
58.5, the vapor 41.5 percentage of the whole 
product. 

We thus determine a basic factor:—one 
barrel of liquid product weighing 285 
pounds; 2,692 cubic feet of free vapors 
weighing 202 pounds, giving us a com- 
pound weight unit of 487 pounds, this be- 
ing assumed to be representative of the 
unexpelled saturating volume. 

The depths of these particular wells be- 
ing neither ascertained nor necessarily in- 
volved factor of the problem we are to con- 
sider, we will assume this product to have 
been encountered at 1,000 feet below the 
surface, coincident with the penetration of 
which there was a liberation of volatile 
products possessed of expansive forces of 
400 pounds per square inch, or a force ade- 
quate for both expelling the liquid product 
and flowing it into surface tanks. 

These wells had been in operation for 
years; their initial daily producing averages 


were from as low as 3 to as high as 75 bar- 
rels each; there had been no imposed re- 
sistance to the escape of vapors, and, as 
their daily average was but 0.45 barrels, it 
became evident that as a result of previous 
progressive intrastrata_ refrigeration the 
release of 41.5 per cent volatile constituent 
was less than the average during the de- 
cline from the initial stage. 


STATES THE PROBLEM. 

As computations are required for no 
more than illustrative purposes, however, 
notwithstanding the obvious fact that the 
outlined data and units derived therefrom 
are not sufficiently large to be fully repre- 
sentative of average conditions within the 
field we are to penetrate, necessity compels 
their use in an elucidation of the problem: 

What is the volume of innate energy pos- 
sessed by rock-saturating petroleums held 
under a rock pressure of 400 pounds per 
square inch, and the volume of heat req- 
uisite for the expansion of 41.5 per cent 
thereof into free vapor, a constant tempera- 
ture of 75 degrees F. being maintained? 

Were the 2,692 cubic feet of our base unit 
a true gas, a simple mathematical computa- 
tion would show that its expansion from a 
compressed state of 400 pounds per square 
inch to atmospheric pressures—with a 
maintenance of constant temperatures— 
would liberate a force capable of doing 19,- 
382,400 foot pounds of work, with an utili- 
zation of 26,200 heat units. 


Not being a true gas, however, but an 
aggregation of intermingling classes of 
vapor which, coincident with a reduction of 
rock pressures, become consecutively lib- 
erated from their more stable associates in 
percentage volumes in ratio with their elas- 
ticities, an approximation of their percent- 
age liberation involves computations show- 
ing stages of intrastrata pressure redvction, 
these stages being attended by a percentage 
decrease in volumes of released vapors 
from maximum until the 2,692 cubic feet of 
our unit are liberated. While calculations 
show this percentage to be somewhat in 
excess of that employed, the following tab- 
ulation is based on a liberation of 60 per 
cent of previously unliberated vapors dur- 
ing each consecutive 50 pound stage of 
reduction in rock pressures below an initial 
of 400 pounds: 
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Foot Pounds Utilized 


Pressure Cubic ft. of Released Heat 
Reduction. Vapor. Force. Units. 
400 to 350 1,615 11,116,369 14,288 
350 to 300 646 4,344,221 5,584 
300 to 250 258 1,712,707 2,214 
250 to 200 103 660,024 848 
200 to 150 42 261,878 337 
150 to 100 17 101,102 130 
100 to 50 7 37,395 48 
50te 0 4 12,614 16 
Totals 2,692 18,246,310 23,465 


To somewhat emphasize this aggregate 
volume of force, and the heat units essen- 
tial for its liberation it may be briefly stated 
that the 18,246,310 foot pounds of 


are equivalent to the service of a 10 horse- 


power 


power engine for nearly one hour, or it 
would 100 barrels of liquid pe- 
troleum more than 600 feet, yet without an 


elevate 


utilization of heat the volatile constituents 
from this liberated could 
exert no greater expansive-expulsive force 


which energy is 
than could the sandstone formations which 
they saturate. 

The 23,465 heat units requisite for the re- 
lease of this total force suffi- 
cient to increase or decrease the tempera- 
ture of our basic unit of 487 pounds 96 


is a volume 


degrees—to increase the temperature of 18 
the 
boiling point of 212 degrees, or to decrease 
the temperature of 94 gallons of water from 
62 degrees to the freezing point of 32 de- 


gallons of water from 60 degrees to 


grees. 


These computations being based on a 
one-barrel unit of crude petroleum satura- 
tion expelled from a long-operated forma- 
tion—supposedly encountered at a depth of 
1,000 feet—are scarcely suggestive of either 
the volumes or degrees of energies which 
expel hundreds of barrels per day from 
depths of from 1,000 to 2.000 feet, or of the 
volumes of heat necessarily utilized during 
such activities 
of this unit, the heat require- 
ments for the expulsion of one hundred 
barrels per day would be 2,346,500 units, or 
suficient heat to increase the temperature 


Even with the employment 
minimum 


of more than four tons of cast iron from 

60 degrees to the melting point of 2,075 de- 

grees, while the liberated force would be 

equivalent to the operation of a 40 horse- 

power engine during the whole 24 hours. 
BIG WASTE PROVEN. 

While these computations are well cal- 
culated to (and no doubt will) challenge 
the credulity of field men unfamiliar with 
pneumatic laws, and while the methods of 
arriving at conclusions may not be those 
which will be eventually adopted by inves- 
tigators when more specific data becomes 
available, the general proposition that prac- 
tically unlimited innate potential energies 
exist within saturating petroleums, and that 
the efficiency of their liberation is in exact 
ratio with the volumes and degrees of heat 
available for utilization, is not one suscepti- 
ble either of refutation or attack 

As the abstruse phenomena of expulsion 
attending prevailing producing methods— 
whether flow spontaneously, their 
liquid products are jettied by compressed 
air, pumped with individual steam engines. 


wells 
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gas engines, air-driven engines, electric-mo- 
tors, pumping-heads, or by pumping-jacks 
supplied with power from central plants— 
has led field men to question the very ex- 
istence of available potential energies the 
liberation of which involves the utilization 


of heat, let us see in what manner these 
methods superinduce their incredulity by its 
inefficient utilization. 


Wells 


producing formations without any modify- 


are drilled into and through oil- 
ing resistance to the degrees of volatiliza- 
tion; wells drilled into newly developed, 
prolific formations are agitated with drilling 
tools, boilers, sand-pumps and swabs; tor- 
pedoes are exploded with the first manifes- 
tation of deteriorating expansive-expulsive 
forces; wells are pumped with but negli- 
gible liquid resistance to volatilization; gas 
escapes are kept open, and not infrequently 
gas-pumps and steam jets are employed for 
reducing atmospheric resistance, each and 
every phase of such operations being at- 
tended with an excessive, wasteful, invisible 
utilization of heat. 

While it is true that perforated pipes are 
at times located at the top of, or even a 
few feet above producing formations, and 
that heads are permitted to accumulate 
within wells between periods of exhaustion, 
in the most extreme cases but a few pounds 
of resistance can modify volatilization, con- 
serve heat, and increase the efficiencies of 
liberated Notwithstanding the 
of these the aug- 
mented production which at times attends 
such expedients are suggestive of the vast 
unexplored field for heat conservation, the 
borders of 


energies. 


inefficiencies methods, 


which have scarcely been 
reached. 

Tt is a well-known and universally recog- 
nized physical law that reduction of tem- 
peratures is invariably attended by a co- 
incident decrease in volumes of liquids and 
vapors, as well as in the degrees of released 
expansive forces. As practically unlimited 
heat utilization is superinduced during all 
stages these 


methods, a greater reduction in degrees of 


of operations with various 
liberated forces than in percentages of sat- 
urating petroleums hecomes inevitable, the 
universal low averages of settled produc- 
tion being thus more conclusive evidence 
of exhaustion of heat than of either poten- 
tial energies or crude saturations 
WHY THE CHANGES. 
As shown in the previous illustrative tab- 
the reduction of intrastrata pres- 
sures from 400 to 350 pounds per square 


ulation 
inch—equivalent to a reduction of 
eighth of the 
tended by a 


one- 
saturating volume—was at- 
utilization of 14.288 heat 
and the release of 11,116,369 foot 
The liberation of this 
volume of force. however, 


units, 
pounds of energy. 
necessitated a 
maintenance of initial temperatures—a pos- 
sibility to be discussed in a subsequent pa- 
ner. Had this heat been derived from the 
487-pound weight unit it would have re- 
duced its temperature 58.7 degrees, or from 
75 degrees to 163 degrees above zero—a 


practically impossible temperature reduc- 
tion as the great maiority of paraffine-base 
oils under consideration congeal—and thus 


arrest volatilization, and the utilization of 
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heat—before this degree of refrigeration is 
reached. 

In an investigation of the results insep- 
arable from prevailing well-operating meth- 
ods we have two stages to consider: First, the 
period during which the saturating petro- 
leums themselves supply the heat requisite 
for the liberation of potential energies; sec- 
ond, the stage of so-called settled production 
when the available heat of the saturations 
has become practically exhausted, and ener- 
gies are released by, and in volumetric ra- 
tio with the heat supplied by convection 
from and through contiguous earth forma- 
tions. 

As a base for computing the liberation of 
expulsive force during the first stage, let 
us suppose this stage to terminate with an 
intrastrata temperature reduction from 75 
to 30 degrees—from 10 to 15 degrees below 
incipient congealation of many grades of 
the Appalachian products under considera- 
tion—this being determinable by the per- 
centage reduction of saturation facilitative 
of the degrees of intrastrata expansion 
which will utilize sufficient heat to reduce 
temperatures to this point. In other words, 
the limits of this stage become determin- 
able by the degrees of intrastrata pressure- 
reduction. 


Our representative weight-unit of 487 
pounds can, of itself, supply but 14,110 units 
of heat during the reduction of its tempera- 
ture 45 degrees, and computations—unnec- 
essary to elaborate—show this stage to be 
reached with a reduction of rock-pressures 
from 400 to 372 pounds, or when one-four- 
teenth of the initial volume has been ex- 
pelled, during which expulsion there would 
be a liberation of 1,014,937 foot pounds of 
force—or one-eighteenth of the available 
volume shown by the tabulation. 

In the event of associate salt water be- 
ing involved in this expulsion, notwith- 
standing the fact that it is inert, and non- 
expansive, it could supply some percentage 
of the heat essential for liberating the vola- 
tile constituents from the petroleums, yet 
this would be seemingly far more than 
counterbalanced by the inevitable utilization 
of saturating oils in its displacement, and 
of liberated forces in effecting its expulsion. 

In passing it may also be said that 
greater and lesser degrees of expansive-ex- 
pulsive forces; larger nd smaller volumes 
of liberated vapors: higher and lower nor- 
mal earth temperatures, and products with 
congealing temperatures above and below 
30 degrees, would change ultimate results. 


THE SECOND STAGE. 

The limits of the first stage being reached 
the second is introduced, in which satura- 
tions are encountered in a state of semi- 
congealation, with volatile constituents re- 
duced to dormancy—to a state from which 
they can be released only in volumes pro- 
portional with that of heat supplied from 
the surrounding earth. Although this 
source is involved during all stages of ex- 
pulsion, during the first it is involved to 
such an immaterial extent that it has been 
passed for consideration during the second, 
as it then becomes the chief, the basic, the 
all-important factor. 

Earth heat, although practically unlim- 


| 


January, 1914. 


ited in volume, passes through surrounding 
rocks into oil-bearing formations with ve- 
locities varying with the degrees of intra- 
strata temperatures below those of sur- 
roundings. During this second stage 
intrastrata temperatures are inevitably be- 
low normal, yet vary with the degrees of 
refrigeration which have previously super- 
induced an arrest of volatilization. 

The heat capacity of rocks is but about 
one-fifth that of water, and as conductors 
of heat may be included in the class of in- 
sulating mediums. Besides these undeter- 
minable quantities, with continued convec- 
tion of heat refrigerated areas expanded, 
temperatures of the rocks themselves be- 
come reduced, and the heat which they can 
supply, though decreasing slowly, is an 
inevitably lessening volume. 

Then, in addition to such progressive 
refrigeration of the earth surrounding oil- 
bearing formations, sources of natural gas 
are in some localities encountered in close 
proximity to these formations. These gases 
are usually encountered in deep wells be- 
low casing, and, in order to avoid the ex- 
pense of additional casing, are permitted 
to enter wells and pass off with well vapors. 
So liberated large volumes of heat become 
utilized, gas-bearing strata and contiguous 
formations become reduced in temperature, 
and an ultimate refrigeration of the oil- 
bearing formations, and reduction in de- 
grees of expansive-expulsive force, becomes 
inevitable. 

To cite a case which came under personal 
observation: 
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The gas from a 2,000-foot well was be- 
ing tested in order to determine its gasoline 
constituent. The oil production from this 
well was averaging three-fourths of one 
barrel per day, the volume of gas being de- 
termined as closely approximating 12,000 
cubic teet. The source of this gas was 
about 1,900 feet below the surface, or ap- 
proximately 100 feet above the oil-bearing 
stratum. Under normal conditions the 
pressure of this gas could not have been 
less than 750 pounds per square inch, in 
which event the heat requirements for an 
expansion to atmospheric pressures under 
which it was liberated would be upwards 


-of 130,000 units—sufficient to reduce the 


temperature of more than 500 gallons of 
water from 62 degrees to the freezing 
point. 

This was the gas from but one well ia a 
large group which had been operated with 
like free escapes during nearly or quite a 
quarter century, all of .which had, during 
their early operating stages, been large gas 
producers. This well was not exceptional 
in its volume of gas product; in fact, an ad- 
joining well was said to be producing a 
much larger quantity. 

It may be added that the oil as it was 
pumped from this well showed a tempera- 
ture of 49 degrees (its normal temperature 
would be between 90 and 100 degrees); 
was clouded with amorphous parafiines; 
shutting in the gas at casing-heads arrested 
expulsion of oil into nearly all the con- 
tiguous wells before pressures were visible 
on steam gauges, and an arrest of gas es- 


3 


capes while rods were being drawn from 
the cited well resulted in accumulated 
pressures of 45 pounds. 

These wells were located in West Vir- 
ginia, the manager of one of the largest 
companies operating therein stating that 
these conditions were general throughecut 
that state. Notwithstanding this, efforts to 
enact laws making it compulsory to case, 
or pack if such escapes, were strenuously 
opposed by those who would have been 
most benefited thereby—the well owners. 

That during the second stage of expul- 
sion potential energies are not exhausted, 
but reduced to a dormant state and become 
released from this state in exact ratio with 
volumes of earth-heat convected from sur- 
roundings, 1s often conclusively shown by 
futile efforts to increase the aggregate out- 
put from leases by drilling new wells in- 
side operated lines, as well as by cleaning 
out old ones. This stage having been 
reached, and a ratio between convected 
earth-heat and expelled product established, 
new wells can for but a brief period do 
more than share with the older ones the 
definite expulsion attending an utilization 
of detinite volumes of earth-heat. 

In this connection it becomes necessary 
to recognize and briefly discuss the com- 
paratively high degrees of expansive force, 
and liberal volumes of saturating petroleum 
at times encountered in wells drilled in 
close proximity to those which have been 
operated for years, and which have seem- 
ingly exhausted formations of their satura- 
tions. 


power plant on your lease? 
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OIL MEN, ATTENTION! 


With the price of Crude Oil higher than it has been in over seventeen years, and with ‘‘good times”’ ahead for 
the PRODUCER, don’t you think that this is the proper time to commence figuring with us on the installation of a 


OUR TERMS ARE EASY-—-TIME OR CASH 
Consider, also, the Fuel Economy by the Use of the Emery Gas Driven Air Compressor 


THE EMERY MACHINE COMPANY 


BRADFORD, PA. 
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In such instances it is conclusive that a 
clogged zone surrounds the older wells—a 
phenomena which may be thus briefly out- 
lined 

The formation of such clogged zones 1s 
invariably preceded by an utilization of heat 
during prior operations in volumes suff- 
cient to reduce paraffines to a colloidal, or 
jelly-like state, as the aggregation of plas- 
tics adequate for closing the avenues of ex- 
pulsion is in no other manner possible of 
initiation. This state having been reached, 
colloidals gather sediments during their 
passage through rock interstices, increase 
in density, augment in volume and finally 
become cerated by the pressures exerted 
when their progress is arrested. As the 
avenues of expulsion thus become consecu- 
tively closed, or restricted, resistance to 
expulsion is opposed, heat is conserved, and 
potential energies, previously refrigerated 
to a state of dormancy, are revived. 


Evidences are not wanting which lead to 
the presumption that so-called pay-streaks 
are not infrequently rendered impermeable 
by these cerates, the small average produc- 
tion thereafter obtained being the petro- 
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leums forced through the closer portions 
of the strata in which cerates can neither 
gather or enter. 

The conditions facilitative of the forma- 
tion of such obstructive zones are: (1) 
course sandstone formations; (2) high de- 
grees of liberated volatile force; (3) par- 
affnes which congeal at comparatively high 
temperatures, and (4) unresisted intrastrata 
volatilization. 

Abbreviated, inconclusive, restricted, even 
incoherent though the foregoing presenta- 
tion of the phenomena of expulsion may 
be; incredible as the deductions and con- 
clusions may seem; limited and inexact as 
the utilized data unquestionably is, and 
confined as have been observations and ap- 
plications to a comparatively restricted por- 
tion of the oil-producing areas, there is 
seemingly but narrow ground on which to 
base opposition to the following aphorisms: 

First: The innate volatile constituents 
possessed by rock-saturating, high-gravity, 
parathne-base crude petroleums are prac- 
tically unlimited 

Second: No expansive displacing forces 
whatever can be liberated within oil-bear- 
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ing formations without an utilization of 
heat. 

Third: Liberated volatile constituents 
are possessed of high, medium or low de- 
grees of expansive-expulsive force in ratios 
with comparatively high, medium and low 
temperature of saturating petroleums. 

Fourth: Expansive-expulsive forces, per 
se. are a manifestation of heat utilization. 

lifth: The innate heat possessed by sat- 
urating petroleums being both variable in 
degrees, and limited in volumes, its utiliza- 
tion in the release of less than maximum 
degrees of expansive force is inevitably at- 
tended by its employment with less than 
maximum efficiencies in effecting expulsion. 

Sixth: The heat of conservation essen- 
tial for the obtainment of maximum per- 
centages of high-gravity crude petroleums 
from saturated sandstone formations does 
not attend well operations with any of the 
prevailing methods. 


In a subsequent article the functions of 
operating methods requisite for conserving 
and increasing the efficiencies of heat will 


be discussed, 


Much Territory in Illinois is Condemned 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

CARLYLE, ILL., Jan. 8.—Sensations in 
the oil producing line are, as usual, lacking in 
Iinois. During the past month nothing really 
startling has happened either around the old 
producing area in the eastern part of the state 
or in western Illinois. 

At the present time there is only one well 
drilling in Clinton county, and that is a wild- 
cat test for the Ohio people. The location 1s 
on the Flaherty farm, Meridian township, 
about half way between the Carlyle and San- 
doval fields. Everybody is hoping they will 
hit the bulls-eye and again get the county into 
the limelight. 

In the tield here the order was given several 
weeks ago by the Ohio that no more drilling 
should be done this winter, therefore work 
is about the poorest since the field was opened. 
During the past few weeks they have been hav- 
ing a lot of trouble with the wells on several 
leases because of the water, consequently there 
is a decided falling off in the production. One 
of the best leases in the field is said to have 
dropped off fully one-half. Whether this is 
only temporary or permanent remains to be 
seen. It is known, however, that the results 
in the last wells drilled have not been al- 
together satisfactory. Most of the wells, 
which were only to the shallow sand at 850 
feet, have been small ones, as low as four 
barrels. The above is not written with the 
intention of giving the field a knock, just facts, 
that’s all. It is quite probable that the pro- 
duction will soon get back to the old figures of 
about 1,000 barrels a day when things open up 
in the spring. 

Marquis and Ewing are still plugging away 
on the wildcat northeast of Collinsville, Madi- 
son county. The latest reports are that a 
depth of some 2,300 has been reached. It is 
claimed the drill passed through the Mississippi 
lime, but it is now in something much harder, 


Dry Holes Seem to be the Rule 
in Seeking Extensions of Fields 


therefore the going is very slow. The Ohio 
Co. recently paid up all of the rentals due 
on leases. The drill will be sent down 3,000 
feet. The test is being watched with much in- 
terest by the oil fraternity, especially those 
residing in St. Louis. The geological survey 
has frequently recommended the territory for 
prospecting. 

The territory around Marissa, in the south 
east part of St. Clair county, is going to have 
another test out, if the word of L. D. Afflack, 
of Richview, IIL, counts for anything. He 
has leased over two thousand acres in that 
neighborhood, and is. still busy after more 
land. He declares that actual drilling will he 
started within a short time. During the lat- 
ter part of 1911 several wildcat tests were 
made in the southeast part of St. Clair county. 
Among those who drilled was W. M. Laird, 
the man who drilled in the second well in the 
field here. He reported a nice showing in one 
well, but subsequent drilling failed to develop 
anything. It was figured that the Carlyle 
field extended im that direction, and Afflack 
is working on the same theory. 

READY FOR DUCOMB TEST. 

Although the money has been put up in 
the banks and all concerned are anxious to 
have the work rushed, nothing has been done 
so far towards starting on the wildcat test to 
be made on the J. W. DuCom) farm, in Irish- 
town, some ten miles northeast of Carlyle, and 
four miles southwest of Keyesport. This is a 
syndicate proposition calling for two wells, 
and citizens of Carlyle, Keyesport, Irishtown 
and Beckemeyer have put up $3,200 to furnish 
the grease for the machinery. Mayor C. L. 
Riemann, of Trenton, and Earl Stephens, of 
Ohio, his son-in-law, have the working end 
of the proposition. The two have drilled more 
dusters than any other oil prospectors in this 
part of the state. They made several tests in 
the vicinity of Trenton, in the west end of 


the county, north of Lebanon, near Bartelso, 
one at Hoffman and the last at Posey, south 
of this city. After that job was completed 
Stephens shipped his tools back to Ohio, after 
waiting around for several weeks to close the 
Irishtown deal. For this reason the firm was 
not ready to proceed at once with the work 
They have been trying to close a deal with a 
contractor for several weeks, but they are 
scarce around this part of the state, yet the 
slackening up of the work in the field here 
has given Marquis and Ewing an opportunity 
to take on a little side work, and they have 
contracted to drill the DuComb well and the 
other one called for according to the terms 
of the syndicate agreement. When the ground 
freezes the outfit will be moved out. Now 
the roads are so bad in places that teams have 
a job getting through with small loads. 

rank Brandeberry, one of the most popu- 
lar drilling contractors in this section, has 
quit us for good, unless some wildcat. terri- 
tory is opened up. He has been drilling here 
for the past eighteen months, and during that 
period made a big bunch of friends here. He 
cannot afford to have his tools stand_ idle, 
therefore he was compelled to seek a new 
location. Last week he shipped his outfit to 
Sullivan, Ind., where he has several contracts 
That little city is on the boom since the new 
pool was opened near there and the many 
friends of Mr. Brandeberry hope he will strike 
something. 

The damage suits originating from the pol- 
lution of Lost Creek, in Meridian township, 
from the oil wells in the Sandoval field are 
on the docket for a hearing at the January 
term of the Clinton county circuit court, which: 
convenes on the 19th. Certain landowners al- 
lege that they have been damaged in various 
ways by the salt water and waste oil which is 
allowed to run into the creek. At the last 
term of court one suit, that of Hogan Bros. 


| | 
t 


ol 


January, 1914. 


Mill & Grain Co., of Shattuc, against the Ohio 
Oil Co., was given a hearing. The trial lasted 
two days. The court ruled that before the 
defendant could be found guilty the jury must 
believe from a preponderance of the evidence 
that the defendant and no other corporation or 
person caused the injury of which the plain- 
tiff complained. The verdict was not guilty, 
but the court granted the plaintiff a new trial 
with leave to amend the declaration. There 
are three suits for $2,000 each against the 
Ohio, and four others for a grand total of 
$11,000 against the Ohio and five other com- 
panies jointly. A victory for the plaintiffs 
would mean a perfect deluge of damage suits 
against the oil producers in the Sandoval field. 


DERBY IN LUCK. 


A. M. Derby, the man who drilled the initial 
producer in the field here is on the velvet 
down in Oklahoma. He is certainly following 
a lucky streak. He just happened to land 
here. After Frank Ranger had been scouring 
the country to get a drilling contractor to 
take a chance on a second well northwest of 
town he found Derby in Centralia. At the 
time the test on the Murphy farm being made 
for W. M. Laird was going so slow that the 
payment of rentals was grinding down the cash 
resources of Ranger to bed-rock. He was 
getting desperate, so he agreed to give Derby 
certain of his holdings and so much cash if he 
would drill the well on the Smith farm. It 
came in a nice one, the boom followed, Derby 
cleaned up several thousand on his leases, re- 
mained and did most of the drilling for 
Ranger, then pulled out for Oklahoma. Now 
he has a fourth interest in a company with 
headquarters at Newkirk, a new field, and is 
boss of the whole works. They have a daily 
production of 1,200 barrels from only a few 
wells, and the going is still good. The com- 
pany has also a big production of gas. Geo, 
Tyndale, of Oil City, Pa., who did contracting 
work here, is at Newkirk with Derby. 

C. L. Riemann, of the oil prospecting firm 
of Riemann & Stephens, has resigned as mayor 
of Trenton, sold his property there and re- 
moved to Tulsa, Okla. He says that is the 
only country to make money in the oil game. 
He has obtained some nice looking stuff down 
there, and is going to stick with it until he 
wins or loses. He turned down a nice cash 
offer for the leases. 


The drilling of the wildcat well on the Fla- 
herty farm has started in under rather gloomy 
circumstances. December 10 William Teeters, 
a rig builder, was instantly killed in a peculiar 
manner. With two other men he was rolling 
the bull wheel into position. A piece of iron 
pipe was being used through the center to 
guide it and he had one end on his shoulder. 
When it started to topple over he tried to 
hold the weight until help came. The weight 
bore him down, and the pipe crushed his head 


against a heavy beam. The men had to bend . 


the pipe to extricate him. The coroner’s jury 
did not hold anyone responsible for the acci- 
dent. Teeters had been at work only a few 
days. His age was thirty-one years, and was 
married. His wife came here from Bridgeport, 
Ill., and took charge of the body. 


There has been an increase in the member- 
ship in the contracting firm of Marquis and 
Ewing. "A little daughter arrived recently at 
the home of the latter. 
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My Cream Ointment 
Greatest Remedy on Earth 


For scalds, ruptures or itching of the skin, blood poisoning, piles 
(protruding or bleeding), ulcers, fever sores, cuts, boils, felons and eczema 
Unexcelled for its healing and sootkring qualities 
Gives immediate relief in all cases. Always fresh. Never becomes rancid. 
This Ointment is on sale at all drug stores. It your druggist does not carry it 
in stock, have him send for it, or we will send it, postage prepaid, on receipt of the 


Price 35 Cents Per Box 


JOURNAL OIL COMPANY, 


Direct all communications to JOHN HAGGERTY, Bradford, Pa., U. 8. A. 


THE McELWAINE MFG. & AUTO. CO. 


Manufacturers of the Celebrated 


Hoadley Packers and Sage Pumping Heads 


Shops and Garage: 54 Webster Street, Bradford, Penn. 


Mr. and Mrs. W. I. Cole have opened a new 
restaurant on the west side of the square, and 
they are doing a nice business. Mr. Cole, or 
“Buck,” as he is familiarly known, is a driller, 
and has been working for Contractor Brande 


berry. 
ONLY BREAK IN PIPE. 


Last Saturday the people living in the 
vicinity of Worden, a small place north of 
Edwardsville, in Madison county, thought sure 
that a real oil well was with them. It was the 
supposition that the strong pressure of gas 
had forced oil out of the ground. Everybody 
got happy over the prospects of a big oil field, 
but it was all a dream. The pure crude was 
there, but it was only a break in the pipe line 
from the eastern Illinois oil field to the S. O. 
refinery at Woodriver. There was a heavy 


loss of oil. 


D. B. Crews, of Effingham, is working hard 
to line up oil leases on several thousand acres 
of land in Effingham, Jasper and Cumberland 
counties. He is working in the vicinity of 
Montrose, which is in the northeast corner of 
Effingham, not far from where it corners with 
Jasper and Cumberland. The territory is 
some twenty-five miles west of the best produc 
tion in Clark and Crawford counties. Mr. 
Crews has a section of land in the northwest 
corner of Jasper county, and he wants this to 
be a part of a block of 2,500 acres, but a 
number of the farmers are holding tight for 
a bonus. He has leases on eight thousand 
acres, but he must have 2,500 in one strip or 
no go, so the story goes. Crews is working 
in the interest of the Pennsylvania Oil & Gas 
Co., of Pittsburg. J. T. Braun, of Pittsburg, 
who manages operations for the company, will 
have charge of the drilling. He says he will 
drill a hole 3,000 feet in depth, but there will 
not be anything doing until the leases are 
hlocked up. An Effingham paper says that 
Braun brought in the Carlyle field after others 
failed, but this is not a fact. Braun had charge 
of field operations for the Surpass Co., but it 
was after the field was opened. 


The old field around Casey seems to be get- 
ting better. It had been placed on the has- 
been list, but an enterprising operator got 
busy and sent a drill deeper. A second pay 
was found at 450 feet, and some of the wells 
are making as high as 200 barrels. It is pre- 


dicted that the entire field will be drilled over 
again. 

The Ohio has completed two mote wells 
northwest of Carlinville in the new territory 
they recently opened up. This makes three 
small producers. None have yet been put on 
the pump.. The production is not expected to 
be large enough to set the members of the 
talent. dippy again. 

Contractor Cotter has reached a depth of 
eight hundred feet in the Ohio wildcat on the 
l‘laherty farm, Meridian township, Clinton 
county. While the pay dirt is found in the 
field here at 1,050 it is not expected in the 
Iaherty well until the 1,200 foot mark has 
been passed. At Sandoval the oil is found at 
1,500 feet, and it is figured there is a dip of 
the vein to the east from Carlyle. 


BIBLE VERSE LEADS 'TO 
EGYPTIAN OIL WELL 


A verse in the Book of Genesis, wherein 
the daughter of Pharaoh, King of Egypt, made 
for little Meses an ark of bullrushes daubed 
with slime and pitch, led to the Standard Oil 
Company's drilling in that vicinity some three 
to five thousand years later, according to Chas. 
Whiteshott, an oil geologist and writer, who 
is now at Wooster, O. 

Mr. Whiteshott says that he noticed in the 
museum at Cairo, Egypt, a craft said to be the 
one in which the babe Moses was set adrift. 
He noticed the pitch and on investigating, 
finally turned in the report to the Standard 
Oil Company, and he says that now near the 
towns of Ashrafle and Eigrabo, the Standard 
is getting about 40 barrels of oil a day. 


\ small refinery is being erected at Dewey, 
Messrs. Leper and Timmins being the moving 
spirits. It will handle a few hundred barrels 
a day and will procure its oil from Joe 
Bartles, one of the big men of Dewey. 


John R. Manion, division superintendent of 
the Prairie at Independence, Kans., has heen 
transferred to Tulsa to fill E. A. Latimer’s 
place. Martin Loftus, division superintendent 
of the Arkansas division of the Prairie, with 
headquarters’ at Texarkana, has been given 
Mr. Manion’s place at Independence. 
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Thousand People Pay Honor to the Emerys 


Hon. Lewis Emery, Jr. 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

BRADFORD, PA., Jan. 5.—Almost fifty 
vears from the date when he became connected 
with the oi] industry the Hon. and Mrs. Lewis 
Emery, Jr. celebrated their golden wedding 
anniversary here Monday, December 29, mark- 
ing the culmination of tifty vears of happy 
wedded life 

\t 1 o’clock in the afternoon a wedding 
breakfast of eight courses was served in the 
gallery of their home. Thirty-five guests were 
present, including Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Brenne- 
man and their daughter, Miss Verna Lrenne- 
man, and son, Emery Brenneman; David 
Gradner, of Pittsburgh, and Mr. and Mrs. G. 
Elsworth Greene and Henry Greene, of Lock- 
port, N. Y. Among the guests at the break- 
fast were three persons who were in attend- 
ance at the wedding ceremony fifty years 
before. They are: Mrs. L. E. Hamsher, Mrs. 
W. R. Weaver and Mrs. R. R. Caldwell, all of 
Bradford, 

From 4 o'clock until midnight a public re- 
ception was held and it was estimated that 
between eight hundred and a thousand friends 
called to pay their respects. Mr. and Mrs. 
Emery received their guests in the gallery of 


their residence 


HAD INTERESTING CAREER. 

Ex-Senator Emery has a most interesting 
career. Beginning as a country school teacher, 
he went into the oil business and became one 
of the leading men in Pennsylvania, in the 
meantime amassing a fortune. After years of 
eminent service in both the upper and lower 
houses of the Pennsylvania legislature, he be- 
came the candidate for governor of the state 
and was only defeated by Edwin S. Stewart, 
the regular Republican candidate, after a hard 
contest 


Despite his age, Mr. Emery still insists up- 
on personally looking after his immense busi- 
ness interests and two days after the anniver- 
sary celebration left for New York, from 
where he sailed for Peru, South America, to 
take care of his interests in the Inca Mining 
Company and the Inca Rubber Company. Both 
he and Mrs. Emery are enjoying the best of 
health. 

Miss Elizabeth Caldwell (Mrs. Emery) 
was united in marriage t 


Lewis Emery, Jr.. 
on December 29, 1863, at the home of the 
bride’s parents in Vistula, Elkhart county, 
Ind. The couple met while students at Hills- 
dale, Mich., College. Mr. and Mrs. Emery 
ived for a time in southern Illinois, later go- 
ing to Pioneer, Pa. In 1870 they moved to 
litusville, where they resided until 1875, when 
they came to Bradford, where they have lived 
continuously for 38 years. Five children were 
horn and the following three survive: Miss 
Grace Elizabeth Emery, Earl Caldwell Emery 
and Lewis Emery, IIL, all of Bradford. There 
is one grandchild, little Miss Elizabeth Emery, 
daughter of the late Delevan Emery, of Brad- 
ford, 

Mr. Emery is extensively engaged in the 
production and refining of oil and the opera- 
tion of the big plant of the American Alkali 
& Acid Works of South Bradford. Other in- 
terests include the Emery Hardware Company, 
the Emery Machine Company, the Minard Run 
Oil Company, the Quintuple Oil Company, the 
Bradford Gas Company, and others 

Mrs. Emery is also a prominent figure in 
Bradford, being the founder and first presi- 
dent of the Children’s Aid Society of Brad 
ford. She is a modest, home-loving woman 
and noted for her benevolence 

RECEIVED MANY GIFTS. 

The gifts in honor of the day included a gold 
centerpiece of five vases from Mrs. L. E 
Hamsher, Mrs. Delevan Emery, Mr. and Mrs. 
Earl Emery, Miss Grace Emery and Lewis 
Emery, two crystal and gold candle- 
sticks from Mr. and Mrs. S. Hoxie Clark, of 
Belvidere, N. Y.; a Tiffany gold desk set from 
Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Brenneman and family, 
of Pittsburgh; two gold compote dishes from 
Mrs. W. R. Weaver, Clarence Weaver, Mr 
and Mrs. G. Ellsworth Greene and Mr. and 
Mrs. C. E. Hazelton; gold cream pitcher and 
sugar bowl, Mrs. David Emery, of Titusville; 
gold bon-bon dish from Mr. and Mrs. David 
Bradner, of Pittsburgh; twelve gold 12-inch 
service plates engraved with the Emery crest 
and bearing the date 1863-1913. This mag- 
nificent gift was presented by E. E. Bryner, 
of Custer City, superintendent of the Minard 
Run Oil Company, on behalf of the army of 
employes of the Emery interests. A beautiful 
loving cup of gold was presented by the fol- 
lowing: Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Bond, Mr. and 
Mrs. F. A. Miller, Mr. and Mrs. John P. 
Melvin, Mr. and Mrs. L. E. Mallory, Jr... Mr. 
and Mrs. F. W. Wagner, Mr. and Mrs. H. C. 
Bemis, Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Mason, Mr. and 
Mrs. F. J. Goodfellow, Mr. and Mrs. E. L. 
Adams, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Roy, Mr. and 
Mrs. George H. Mills, Mr. and Mrs. H. G. 
Barcroft, Mr. and Mrs. D. C. Greenewald, 


Most of Bradford Turns out to 
Big Golden Wedding Celebration 


Mrs. Lewis Emery, Jr. 


Mr. and Mrs. A. FF. Bannon, Jr.. Mr. and Mrs 
T. H. Kennedy, Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Groves, 
Captain and Mrs. O. W. Woester, Dr. and 
Mrs. J. M. Crosby, Dr. and Mrs. F. G. Crit- 
tenden, Mrs. S. R. Dresser, Mrs. W. M. 
O’Rielly, Mrs. Bey Phillips, Mrs. Claude Mat- 
son, Miss Anna R. Miller, Miss Clara Zook, 
Krank Zook, S. P. Kennedy and Carl Dresser 


ROYAL DUTCH HOLDS 
MUCH ROXANA STOCK 

The exact ownership of the Roxana Petro- 
leum Company, which has been a heavy pur- 
chaser of crude oil properties in Oklahoma for 
the last year and a half, has just come to 
light in a statement issued in London concern- 
ing the business of the Royal-Dutch Petroleum 
Company. 

It appears that all the shares of the Roxana 
company are held by the Gravenhage Associa- 
tion, Ltd., which has a capital stock of 850,- 
000 pounds sterling, ordinary shares, and 1,000 
pounds deferred. Of this capital the Royal- 
Dutch holds 110,000 pounds ordinary, and 600 
pounds deferred and the Shell Trading & 
Transport Company, 340 pounds of ordinary 
shares and 400 pounds of deferred. 

The Gravenhage Company paid a dividend 
of 2% on four months operation of its last 
fiscal year. 


At the Prairie Oil & Gas Company election 
held during the month, J. E. Q’Neil was again 
elected president; Nelson K. Moody, vice presi- 
dent; C. H. Kountz, secretary, and E. T. 
Patterson, treasurer. These parties with W. F. 
Gates form the board of directors. These are 
the same officers who were at the wheel dur- 
ing the past vear. 
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Million and Half Foot Gasser in Elk County 


Much Work Is under Way in old 


Pennsylvania District around Bradford 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

BRADFORD, PA., Jan. 5.—The Wyckoff 
Oil & Gas Co., composed of a number of 
well known Bradford men, struck a million 
and a half foot gasser three feet in th« 
sand on the Henry Dahler lease, three miles 
from Ridgeway, Elk county, recently. The 
well in which this large flow of gas was en 
countered, was abandoned fifteen years ago, 
heing at that time a natural producer of oil 
from a sand down 2,404 feet. At 2,540 feet 
the gas was encountered. It was decided not 
to take a chance of drilling further into the 
sand for fear of salt waer. 

The Live Wire Oil & Gas Co., another Brad 
ford organization, and including a number ot 
the stockholders of he Wyckoff Oil & Gas Co., 
recenly drilled a half million foot gasser on 
the Mayo farm at Fryburg, Clarion county, 
Pa. In this well gas was found at 1,300 feet. 

One of the best wells completed in years in 
the Four Mile field is the No. 10 of Joseph 
Gallets on the Karl farm. This well was 
drilled into the sand at a depth of 1,125 feet. 
and 16 feet of a lower pay chocolate sand was 
found together with a heavy gas pressure. The 
well in the Bradford sand produced ten bar 
rels natural before being shot. When put to 
pumping it is expected to make a twenty bar- 
rel producer. About two and one-half miles 
from this well on the West branch of the 
Four Mile the West Branch Oil Co., in which 
L. Y. Miller & Sons, of Olean, are interested, 
have completed their No. 17 on the Jacob 
Gallets farm wjth an excellent showing of oil. 
It is also expected to settle down for a 20 
barrel producer. Miller & Sons, of Olean, 
have shot their No. 2 on the West branch, and 
report a five barrel producer. 

The oil report for the month of December 
shows a small decrease in the number of wells 
completed in the northern fields over the fig 
ures for November. ‘This may be due to 
some operations being shut down on account 
of the holidays and a cold snap may have 
had some effect on the figures. There has 
been little or no let-up in the number of rigs 
and drilling wells. In the territory about 
Limestone some good producers have been 
brought in during the past few months, and 
operators are working in that direction to a 


certain extent. The Bradford Oil Co. has a 
good well in their No. 1 on the Dougherty 
farm. The Wagner Oil Co. is resurrecting a 
well on the Wagner farm near Limestone 
This particular well was drilled 25 years ago 
The same company is drilling their No. 3 on 
the same farm. 

C. M. Brace, of Rixford, Pa., will do con 
siderable drilling the coming spring, His black- 
smithing shop at Rixford is a familiar spot 
for many of the oil producers in that ter- 
ritory. Mr. Brace is well along in years, but 
is very active for his age, and he informed 
the representative of THE NEWS that he has 
50 acres of land with the flood all around him 
Ile expects to be able to drill about Fel 
ruary 1. 

T. S. Caswell, of Rixford, was severely 
burned recently while at work in a_ boiler 
house on the Anderson-Caswell lease on Co 
lumbia hill. The crown sheet of the boiler 


blew out and Caswell was scalded about the 
head, back and legs. 
GET LONG CABLE. 

\ six thousand foot cable recently ordered 
by the Bradford Deep Well Co., for use in the 
deep hole at Derrick City, has arrived and 1s 
on the ground. Of late the drillers have been 
fishing for the bailer, but at this writing it has 
been practically given up and will be drilled 
through and left in the hole. The effort 
to locate the deep Medina sand is expected 
to terminate within a month unless the drill 
ers succeed in finding it sooner. The well 
is down 5,710 feet. The Red Medina sand 
has been penetrated to a depth of 75 feet, 
and when the bailer was lost, the drill was en 
tering a shale formation. 

Word has been received in Bradford of the 
death in Kansas City, Mo., of Richard W. 
McConnell, a brother of Mrs. R. A. Weaver, 
of Kennedy street Bradford. Years ago Mr. 


MYRICK MACHINE CO. 


OLEAN, NEW YORK 


DIRECT CONNECTED “1909" PUMPING POWER 
AND 4H. P. AIR COOLED “ECLIPSE” GAS ENGINE 


WRITE FOR PRICES AND PAMPHLETS 


A. LALEY, Pres. 


BELL PHONE 176 


MANUFACTURERS OF DRILLING 


Davin N. PHILLIPS COMPANY 


ESTABLISHED 1870 
INCORPORATED 10023 


MACHINISTS AND BLACKSMITHS 


JARS A SPECIALTY 
AND FISHING TOOLS 


111-115 CHESTNUT ST. 


BRADFORD, PA. 


DEALERS IN OIL WELL SUPPLIES 


N. McCALLUM, Sec, & TREAS. 


ind ~ 
rit- 
M. 
K 
tro- 
yur- 
for 
~ 
q 


McConnell was a resident of Custer City and 
was superintendent of the Emery Oil Co. for 
some The 
for interment. 

& Sons’ No 


Cooksville, ©O., 


time remains were brought to 


Bradford 


L.. emery, Jr., ton the Watts 
farm at shot on 


ber 24 


was Decem- 


and is doing 175 barrels of oil a day. 


It is a deep sand well. 

\ boiler house on the Dana & Diem lease 
at State Line, was burned recently, together 
with all its 


contents. It is expected that the 


boiler may be saved. 
\ deal was closed recently 


M. Metzgar, of 


in which Harry 
bought the one- 
fifth interest of Worth Reed, manager of the 
Bradford Oil & 
Bell’s Camp. 
The Great Valley Gas & Fuel Co., in which 
Bradford men are interested financially, have 
drilled in a hilf million foot gasser in the No. 


Custer City, 


Gasoline Company's plant at 


5 on the Brown farm at that place. 


M. E. Starr, of Bolivar, N. Y., has been 
appointed acting superintendent of the Union 
Pipe Line Co., succeeding the late A. D. Mer- 
row. Wm. Merrow, son of the late super- 


intendent, has been appointed gauger in Starr’s 
place. The latter has been in the employ 
of the Union Pipe Line Co. ever since its or- 
ganization, being their oldést employe in point 
of service 

Burns Bros., contractors, are moving a rig 
to a location on the Kinley tract at Knapps 
Creek for Dana & Diem. 

Bradford friends have re ceived word of the 
recent death of John Potts, former business 
partner of Hon. Geo. H. Potter, of Bradford. 
Mr. Potts was a prominent oil operator in 
the Bradford the early 

bout 20 to the Illinois 
field where he engaged in the oil business. 

The W. W. Brown No. 
rilla Brook. 


a splendid 
1 


field during days. 


years ‘ago he went 
9 on his fee at Ma- 
was completed recently and made 
Another to be 
drilled in the immediate vicinity at once. 

No. 1 for C. F. Schwab at his 
lease in Big Shanty, a crooked hole was en- 
countered, The well shot five 
an effort to correct the fault. At 


showing. well is 


In drilling 
was times in 
100 feet a 
crevice was drilled into and a cave-in was the 
result 

The Johnson & well at Bingham, 
Pa., and known as No. 99, was completed re- 


Hoover 


cently and made a fine showing. 

Samuel Ginter, a the 
Bradford oil field early eighties, 
died recently at his home in South Olean. His 


former operator in 


during the 
age was 72 years. 

Thomas Makesy & Co. have purchased a 40- 
horsepower Emery air compressor for instal- 
Wolf Run lease. 

The Would-be Oil Company’s No. 1 well on 
the Coggswell 
drilled sand at feet, 
and the oil rushed up the hole covering the 


lation on their 


farm at Limestone, was _ re- 


cently into a stray 750 
tools and spraying out on the derrick floor. 
In the same formation the Stray oil Company’s 
No. 1 on the Barliet the 
Coggswell farm, is producing at the rate of a 
It was drilled 
also 


farm, adjoining 
barrel and a half a day natural. 


in two months ago. Oil was found in 
the Chipmonk sand. 
Contractor W. H. 


cently 


Brown, of Bradford, re- 
200,000 foot for a 
Fredonia company at Duhring, Forest county. 
It is a 

Nat Bradford, 
telegram from his partner, S. 


drilled in a 


gasser 
Kane sand well. 
Harris, of has received a 
T. Mallory, in- 


NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS. 
forming him that their No. 4 on a lease at 
Okla, was 
800 barrels a day. 


(wassa, completed and making 
The combined production 
of the four wells in that territory owned by 
these men figures up 1,800 barrels. 

John Artley, of the firm of Dresser & -Art- 
ley, has gone to Newton, O., in response to a 
telegram informing him that a good well has 
heen brought in in the Cow Run sand on the 
Dresser & Artley lease at that place. Newton 
from St. Marys, W. Va 

The South Penn Oil Company's No. 78 on 
the Eldred, Pa., 
completed and is making a good showing of 
oil. 

E: Wolf 


been completed and when torpedoed, made a 


is across the river 


Hamlin tract at has been 


Knapp well at Run has 
good showing. 
W. H. 
12 well on 
The Duke 
quiet during the recent cold snap and every- 
thing in that 


Hooker, has a rig up for his No 
the State 


Center, Pa., territory 


Hooker farm at Line 


has been 


section seems to be frozen up 


Cleveland, O. 


Bradley, Cook & Booth have completed a 
fair producer on the Noble farm during the 
month. The usual new work is under way 
at Eldred, Sartwell and about Allegany. 

has occupied bachelor’s quarters in a 


block 


\Vednesday, December 


Zoller, a well known oil worker who 
Main 
street for a long time, decided that 
31, would be a good 
time to make a change. Accordingly he and 
Mrs. Matilda Goodrich, of 75 Chestnut street, 
decided to wed, and went to Buffalo to have 
the knot tied. Now, instead of a cold and 
cheerless apartment to go to after a hard day's 
work, Mr. Zoller 
and his many friends extend congratulations. 
It was a very Happy New Year for both Mr. 
and Mrs. Zoller. 

F. H. Huston, of Derrick City, well known 
oil producer, and Mrs. Huston, on New Year's 
the thirtieth 


At the reception in the even- 


has a comfortable home, 


day celebrated anniversary of 
their marriage. 
ing about one hundred guests called to extend 


congratulations and best wishes. 


First West Virginia Producer 
Was a Patent Medicine Man 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
PARKERSBURG ,W. VA., Jan 6.—In 


the year of 1843 there lived on the banks of 


Hughes river, Ritchie County, W. Va., Ber- 
nard O’Neal, a frugal, hardworking Irish 
settler. At that time no one had ever heard 


of petroleum and when, one day, while 
digging a well to secure fresh water, he struck 
the fluid he failed to comprehend the 
portance of his find. The was drilled, 
or rather dug, on the bank of the river and 


on reaching the depth of thirty 


im- 
well 
feet in the 
sand and gravel he found a plentiful supply 
of water but thick 


spoiled by an unknown 


greasy fluid. He was very much put out. 

The well was abandoned as a failure and it 
rapidly filled up the overflow running into the 
river. No further 
until 


thought was given to it 
dis- 


covered that the obnoxious and offensive fluid 


one day by some chance it was 


possessed medicinal properties. How this was 
first discovered is now a lost story. Perhaps 
a croupy healing 
powers, or the pain of a burn assuaged, or 
a thousand 


child was relieved by its 


and one other ills that flesh is 


heir to may have been treated successfully, 
for even we later day dwellers of 
the 


However that 


the oil 


country know it is veritable Balm of 
Gilead. be, tne tract was 
established that the stuff had value as a cure- 


all. And immediately O'Neal got busy and a 


may 


new industry was established in the wilds of 
the state of Virginia. 

The manner of preparing the medicine for 
market would hardly 
muster of the pure food laws of this time. 
He hollowed out a log in the shape of a 
canoe and then took a woolen blanket which 
he would saturate thoroughly in the water and 
oil and wring it out in the hollowed log. The 
oil obtained from this process was bottled and 
labeled “British Oil.” 
bottle wonderful 
powers were heralded far and wide. 


Was unique and pass 


It sold for 25 cents a 
and for vears its curative 

Right across the river from the O’Neal farm 
a man named Nelson lived. The success of 
his neighbor in marketing his medicine oil 


spurred him on to a similar venture. He had 


drilling tools made and drilled a 
a spring-pole 


a set of 
well with 
fifty feet 
His farm is now the center of an extensive 
field. three hundred 
feet and are producing about forty barrels a 


After going down 
and finding no oil he gave it up. 
wells there 


Some are 


day. Nelson is without a doubt the first man 
to ever drill a well for oil and the tools he 
used in this pioneer venture are on exhibition 
at the city park at Parkersburg, they having 
come into possession of a citizen of that city 
about thirty-five vears ago. No further at- 
tempt made to drill for oil there until 
Walton Waite drilled a well between O’Neal’s 
pit and the California House in 1859. This 
well produced forty barrels of oil a day for 


Was 


over thirty vears, when it began to fall off, 
but it is still producing some oil. 

In the year of 1859, at Burning Springs on 
the Little great 
quantities and the river and creeks were full 
of the from the Oil could 
be had for the taking, but, strange to say, it 
somehow seemed to have lost its 
Why this should be no one 


Kanawha, oil was found in 


overflow wells. 
wonderful 
healing powers. 

has vet explained. 


Hon. Cato Sells is being besieged by o1) 
men to change the regulations for the future 
While his visit to 
Muskogee at this time is principally in con- 
nection with probate 


leasing of Osage lands. 
matters, he will un- 
doubtedly find time to take a side glance at 
oil affairs. It is the general opinion that his 
trip to Oklahoma will result in the formation 
of a specific plan for future leasing. The mat- 
ter of a sliding royalty, the amount of acreage 
to be bid upon by one party, the barring of 
pipe lines from bidding and other equally im- 
portant matters can be discussed to good ad- 
vantage on this trip. 


C. R. Gilmore became chief of the land de- 
partment of the Gulf Pipe Line Co. on Janu- 
ary 1. C. E. Crawley, of the Gulf organiza- 
tion, also received a promotion, being boosted 
to assistant general manager. 


g 
1 
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Wildcatters Busy in Southwest West Virginia 


Few good Wells Came in however 
During December; Taylor Is Active 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

PARKERSBURG, W. VA., Jan. 7.—In the 
past month few good wells have been drilled 
in the state. In the southwest counties there 
are many wildcats drilling and starting. In 
Cabell county on Mill Creek, Grant district, 
the Nancy Oil & Gas Co. has drilled a test 
on the Broh-Stephenson farm through the 
Berea grit and has a duster. Much experi- 
mental work has been going on in Boone 
county. 

The Goff well in Harrison county is, how 
ever, worthy of mention, being drilled in a 
short time ago, and is making an average of 
300 barrels a day. 

One of the biggest producing gassers, pour 
ing out ten million feet of A No. 1 West Vir- 
ginia gas, was drilled on 200 acres of land in 
Harrison county, 22 miles from Grafton. It 
is estimated that eight more wells can be 
drilled on the same acreage. The gas can be 
sold by meter to the different gas companies 
in the Clarksburg-Fairmont district at the 
rate of $50 per million feet. The owners are 
George Riffee, a baggage master, and William 
Watson, a brakeman, both employes of the 
B. & O., and well known Parkersburgers. 

TAYLOR COUNTY. 

An early development of the oil and gas 
territory in Taylor county by the big pro 
ducing companies is predicted by those in touch 
with such matters as the result of the unusual 
activity which is being shown in this county. 
l‘or several years much of the southern end 
of the county has been under the lease of the 
South Penn Oil Co., and the Philadelphia Oil 
Co. Now the Standard Oil Co. has started 
to work and has had N. P. Rogers and John 
R. Taylor in the northern and western part of 
the county. They have leased up nearly a third 
of the territory of the county, their leases 
covering nearly all of Knottsville and Fetter- 
man districts. It is understood that the work 
of taking up the leases will continue until 
practically the entire county is covered. This 
activity is certain to lead to some develop- 
ment and a general feeling is shown that this 
county will be tapped for oil. Very strong 
evidence of oil has been found in this terri- 
tory and its development will be watched 
with much interest. 


HARRISON COUNTY. 

In Sardis district, Harrison county, the Gor- 
don sand development is furnishing better 
producers than any other section of the east- 
ern fields. Although they are confined to a 
small acreage there is every indication that 
the producing limit can be extended to the 
north. 

The Vesper Oil Co. has completed its second 
test on the E. C. and W. L. Perry farm on 
Rock Camp, and it produced 300 barrels the 
first twenty-four hours after it was drilled 
into the Gordon pay. 

U. S. Senator Nathan Goff’s No. 50 on his 
own farm on Big Elk, produced 325 barrels 
the first twenty-four hours after it was drilled 
through the sand. 

On Rock Creek J. T. Miller and Company’s 
No. 2 on the J. T. Lanham farm, is holding up 
at 180 barrels a day. 


Yost & Co. have completed a test on the L. 
Triplett farm in Williams district, Wood 
county, and have a pumper in the Macksburg 
sand. <A five barrel pumper was drilled in 
recently on the W. Stewart farm by the Nel 
son Oil Co. H. L. Hoopengarner has drilled 
his test on the A. Headley farm through the 


sand and has a five barrel pumper 


KANAWHA AND ROANE. 

Near Clendenin, on Big Creek, Big Sand) 
district, Kanawha county, the South Penn Oil 
Co. has drilled its test on the J. M. Hays farm 
through the Weir sand and has a fair gasser 
In Smithheld district Roane county, the South 
Penn Oil Co. has drilled its No. 3 on the H 
C. Glays farm through the Big Injun sand, 


and has a ten barrel producer. 


FAYETTE, BRAXTON AND JACKSON. 

In Fayette county, the Jack Branch Oil & 
Gas Co. is drilling a test on the J. H. Buster 
farm on Jack Branch, Falls district 

On Little Otter Creek, Otter district, Brax 
ton county, Fish and Hill are drilling a test 
on the F, H. Depey farm. On Bull Branch, 
Grant district, Jackson county, the Columbus 
Oil & Gas Co. is down 1,500 feet in a test on 


the Marshall Howell farm. 


WIRT COUNTY. 

In Wirt county, on Bell run, Burning 
Springs district, the South Penn Oil Co. has 
drilled a second test on the J. J. Mills farm 
through the salt sand and has a five barrel 
producer. In the Burning Springs district 
Braden & Co. are due in the sand at a test 
on the John Furr farm. Miller & Gartland 
have started to drill a test on the L. L. Rex 
farm in this district. 


RITCHIE COUNTY. 

The County Oil & Gas Co. has completed a 
test on the W. M. Snider farm in Murphy 
district, Ritchie county, and have a gasser 
in the Gordon sand. In the same district 
Shaffer & Smathers have drilled No. 12 on 
the McGregor heirs’ farm through the salt 
sand and have a duster. 

The Bankers’ Oil Co., of Grafton, has com- 
pleted their No. 3 on the Clark Hornor farm 
on the head of Whiskey run, and have a 
fifteen barrel Keener sand production. This 
is an extension to the northwest of the old 
Whiskey run pool. 


DODDRIDGE AND WETZEL. 

In Center district, Wetzel county, the Hope 
Natural Gas Co. has drilled a test on the R. 
J. Anderson farm through the Gordon sand, 
and has a pumper. Hoffmeier and Deegan, in 
the same district, have the rig completed for 
a test on the T. C. Cain farm. 

In Greenbrier district, Doddridge county, the 
Hope Natural Gas Co. has a pumper at its 
test on the A. Hinkle farm. Bartlett & Co. 
are due in the sand at a test on the John C. 
Marsch farm. J. E. Trainor has the rig com- 
pleted for a test on the Laura A. Duckworth 
farm. 


OIL IN CHARLESTON. 
The oil fraternity of Charleston is very 
much excited over the fact that oil in abun- 
dant quantities underlies the streets of that city. 


This is verified by the freak maneuvers of a 
gas well on the property of the Piedmont 
Park Land Co. in Ruffner Hollow. At the 
depth of 1,900 feet in the Berea grit gas was 
struck and 200,000 a day was registered. 

Capt. J. M. Collins, who has piped the gas 
to his dwelling house, is interested in the prop- 
erty and is the only one using this gas at 
present. When the well was opened one month 
last fall, for the purpose of clearing it out, 
it produced seven or eight barrels of oil, and 
a like quantity continues to flow every time 
it is opened, which is about every month. 
The oil is not run to tanks but is wasted, 
the quantity being so small that it would be 
unprofitable to convert it into use. However, 
the freak well being located right on the edge 
of the corporate limits indicated a chance for 
something under the town. 


GETS PIPE CONTRACT. 

The Huntington Development & Gas Co. 
placed a contract recently with the National 
Tube Co., of Pittsburg, Pa., for the pipe 
needed in the construction of the line between 
Huntington, W. Va., and Ashland, Ky., the 
contract price being $50,000 for delivery March 
1. A number oi pipe companies were repre- 
sented at the meeting, but the Pittsburg com 
pany had the last bid and landed the contract. 
\bout 15 miles of pipe were bought. The 
Miller Supply Co., of this city, represented the 
National Tube Co. The improvement will 
not only affect the Huntington part of the 
company but will also lower the rate of gas 
in the larger part of the tri-state region. 


TO PIPE GASOLINE. 

Representatives of the Carter Oil Co. were 
in the locality of Ellenboro recently, buying 
right-of-way for a pipe line from their large 
gasoline plant on Bond Creek to a point on 
the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, about a mile 
east of Ellenboro, through which they propose 
to transport to the railroad the output of their 
plant. This will be the pioneer gasoline pipe 
line in this section, and its feasibility is a mat- 
ter of some conjecture. 

The Carter Co., in conjunction with the 
Riverside Oil Co., have a switch laid at the 
shipping point and have erected substantial 
storage depots and facilities for handling 
the gasoline. 

LET BLANKET GRANT. 

The certificate of incorporation of the Rob- 
erts Gas or Gasoline Engine & Car Co. has 
been filed for record in the office of the clerk 
of the county court. The authorized capital 
stock of the company is $150,000, of which 
$500 has been paid in. The incorporators are 
J. M. Roberts, of Pittsburg; Leopold Sig- 
wart and Frank Sigwart, of this city; E. P. 
Keenan, of Pittsburg, and Eugene Summer- 
ville, of Grafton. 

The powers granted under the charter are 
very broad and cover practically all lines of 
human endeavor from the selling of patent 
rights and copyrights in the United States and 
foreign countries, to owning and manufactur- 
ing and dealing in all kinds of supplies, and 
doing a general brokerage business and own- 
ing and dealing in real estate. 
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Refiners Aid Producers in Osage Rules Fight 


Counsel for National Petroleum Association 
Co-operates with Watts against Pipe Lines 


Co-operation of producers and retiners to 
fight for the elimination of the big pipe lines 
in any future allotment of the Osage nation 
lands has been brought about as is shown by 
the following letter from ©. D. Chamberlin. 
general counsel of the National Petroleum 
\ssociation, of Cleveland, O., to A. E. Watts. 
secretary of the Independent Oil & Gas Asso- 
ciation of Oklahoma, at Tulsa, Okla. 

Mr. Watts, in his fight on the pipe lines, 
took the matter up with Mr. Chamberlin under 
date of December 22, and Mr. Chamberlin at 
once replied under date of December 26, be- 
speaking his hearty support of the Mid- 
Continent producers’ cause. Mr. Chamberlin’s 
letter follows: 

“| have your good favor of the 22nd con- 
cerning your attitude objecting to the pipe 
lines being allowed to enter and lease terri 
tory for oil production in the Osage Nation 
I should be glad indeed to have you send me 
a copy of your brief. 

“T think your position is entirely correct in 
regard to the big pipe lines entering the terri- 
tory and securing leases and using their 
power to squeeze the price of production, 
both per barrel and the value of the lease, to 
the detriment of the smaller producers. 

“For several years past I have been identi- 
fied with the Independent interests, have been 
endeavoring to assist the smaller fraction 
of the oil industry, and have become very 
much interested in their condition. I am glad 
to say that I consider it to be an improving 
condition, and I believe that two important 
things remain yet to be done,—one to compel 
the large pipe lines to be in fact common 
carriers of oil, and the other to disassociate 
such transportation functions from owner- 
ship in the thing that they carry. Represent- 
ing immediately as general counsel the great 
number of Independent refiners, I know it is 
their desire, and in time it will be their neces- 
sity, to go into the larger fields of produc- 
tion, purchase their supplies of crude, and 
have them transported to their eastern re- 
fineries in order to keep such refineries in 
operation since the eastern fields are becom- 
ing exhausted. 

“It so happens that for some time I have 
been active in the opening of Osage lands for 
oil development and my activity has been in 
behalf of all Independents, as much for the 
producers as the refiners, to the end that these 
lands may be conserved to the best interests 
of the country. I have taken the matter up 
with the various authorities interested and 
have stated my position and the positions of 
all Independents, I believe, substantially as 
follows: 

WHY HE OBJECTS. 

“(1) That it seems wise for the ultimate 
good of the oil industry, the consuming public 
who must depend upon it, and the Osage 
Nation, wards of the government, that the 
territory should be divided with a view of 
maximum competition. 

“(2) That the large pipe line companies 
who are purchasers and producers as well as 
transporters of the product should not be per- 
mitted to bid for territory in the new field, 


as contrary to the spirit of our institutions, 
especially the Interstate Commerce Act, which, 
so far as railroads are concerned, forbids deal- 
ing in connection with transportation in the 
thing transported, under the Commerce Clause. 
A condition ought not to be fostered by the 
government which may call for remedial legis- 
lation to correct the thing thus encouraged, 
which is probably in harmony with legisla- 
tion curing kindred evils. 

“(3) The large pipe line companies pur- 
chasing and producing oil are able to fix prices 
in the way of bonuses or high bids for choice 
production which small concerns are unable 
to meet, since they control the price of the 
product by a preponderance of ownership, 
which will be increased by giving them further 
advantages. That is, by reason of owning and 
controlling the greater part of the industry 
they are able to look inta the future and see 
that it will be their policy to raise the price 
of the product later on above any possible 
values that exist in prices, and thereby secure 
the territory and the production before such 
advance is made. 

“(4) Every advantage acquired by the ex- 
isting dominant factors tends toward building 
and sustaining a monopoly, which is obnoxious 
to our institutions and warrants the govern- 
ment in taking extraordinary measures to pre- 
vent. 

“(5) By an agreement and understanding 
between themselves it is possible for the large 
pipe line companies purchasing and producing 
crude oil to minimize competition that their 
separate lines will not be extended into the 
territory served by the particular line,—and 
this I understand is practically the condition 
at present. 

“(6) Monopoly is most readily affected by a 
control of the major part of the crude product. 
The government should not therefore permit 
the acquisition of any large percentage of the 
crude product into the hands of any one party, 
or set of parties, especially when not likely to 
be competitive one with the other. 

“(7) The government should refuse to treat 
with parties who refuse to comply with the 
requirements of the federal statutes and who 
are contesting them in court pending a final 
decision by the court of final resort, where 
such dealings would tend to increase the very 
evils against which the government is con- 
tending. 

“(8) The only hope that producers and con- 
sumers have that prices for production and 
consumption shall be regulated agreeable to 
the natural law of supply and demand is that 
interests independent of and competitive with 
one another shall be given the opportunity of 
being placed in a position whereby such com- 
petition will be made possible. In other words, 
the Independent refineries contiguous to this 
territory should be given an opportunity of 
securing, in accordance with their needs and 
at favorable terms, allotments of this new 
territory to be by them develoned for their 
use under proper regulations of the depart- 
ment. 

“(9) The inherent value of the oil produced 
in the Mid-Continent field cannot be estab- 


lished so long as it is possible for a dominant 
factor in that field to fix the price by its own 
flat, which is the case now both in the Mid- 
Continent field (which is controlled by the 
dominance of the Prairie Oil & Gas Company) 
and in the Illinois field (which is controlled 
by the Ohio Oil Company), as shown by the 
difference in prices in those fields as compared 
with the price in the Pennsylvania field where 
competition is active and dominance of con- 
trol rests with no single factor. 

“(10) The proposed opening for leasing of 
the Osage land should be offered in lots of 
limited size, not to exceed 5,000 acres to any 
one party, to prevent the control of possible 
production of any considerable pool going into 
the hands of any one of the dominant factors 
now in the field. 

“(11) The plan of awarding to the highest 
bidder is obviously not to the best interest of 
the government or its wards, if. as at present, 
such plan tends to hold the control of prices 
in subsequent production. 

“The pipe lines are now performing the 
service of transportation in fact for the larger 
fraction of the manufacturing portion of the 
oil industry,—that is, the Standard refineries 
They are making a great deal of money out of 
the business by reason of this advantage. The 
Independents must have this advantage, which 
they are willing to, and of necessity must, 
share with the producers when the conditions 
are brought about to secure and transport the 
western crude to the eastern refining points. 


ASKS CLOSER UNION. 

“[ have always felt that there should be a 
closer acquaintance between the producers as 
such and the refiners. For vears I know that, 
under a sort of commercial duress, the Stand- 
ard Oil interests have controlled the producers 
and have prevented their doing the very thing 
that would have been of greatest advantage 
to them; that is, to have widened their market- 
ing opportunities. The Standard has had the 
ready dollar to extend the pipe line facilities 
and pay for the crude. They have led the 
producers to believe that unless they delivered 
to them, at their price, that they could not 
be taken care of. In that way they have pre- 
vented the Independent faction from growing. 

“Since the government started its dissolu- 
tion suit and through public hearings took tes- 
timony of the conditions of the oil industry, 
many of the former practices of the trust have 
been abandoned, but they have held tenaciously 
to this their greatest advantage of securing 
their crude product at their own price and 
controlling the cost of transportation to their 
manufacturing plants. In spite of this enor- 
mous advantage the Independent faction rep- 
resents a refining capacity nearly, if not quite 
as great, as that of the Standard refineries at 
the present time. Producers are becoming less 
fearful of selling to the Independent concerns, 
and such Independent concerns as now buy 
from the producers direct are doing so to the 
advantage of both the producer and the refiner. 

“It is true that the producers still require 
many of the Independents to pay a bonus over 
the price paid by the Standard interests. This, 
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it has always seemed to me, is a short-sighted 
policy. Nevertheless, in spite of this handicap, 
many of the Independents have grown. If the 
refiners and producers understood each other 
better, were to mingle with each other and 
become acquainted, as our competing refiners 
have through this Association, I am inclined 
to think that this last and strongest advantage 
of the Standard interests would very quickly 
melt, that the producers would have the widest 
market and the Independents a larger ano 
surer source of supply. 

“T have hoped that the new American Pe- 
troleum Society, which is formed to take into 
membership all interests in any way connected 
with the petroleum industry, will help to fur- 
nish the opportunity of acquaintance; but, in 
the meantime, I feel that your Association and 
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ours should cultivate each other's acquaintance, 
so as to afford a ready avenue for the in- 
dividual members to meet, mingle and deal with 
each other. While it is apparently contrary 
to the interests of the refiner to have the price 
of crude advance, as every manufacturer de- 
sires to get his crude material at as low a 
price as possible for the consequent advantage 
in the ‘market which he seeks for his manu- 
factured product, still it is apparent to you 
and to me that the disparity in prices between 
the Mid-Continent oil at $1.03 and the Penn- 
sylvania oil at $2.50 is arbitrary and unreal. 

“T shall be glad to be of service to you cor- 
relatively at any time that you believe that 
such service will be to our mutual advantage, 
and with best wishes for a happy and pros- 
perous new year, I am, etc.” 


Spellacy Ignores Pipe Line 
Question in his Lease Plan 


The Right Honorable Colonel Tim Spellacy 
having visited the Mid-Continent fields some 
months back and having accepted very kindly 
the invitations to dine and perhaps partake of 
wine offered by the very courteous employes of 
the pipe line companies, and it being the same 
Colonel Tim, who, upon leaving, after this 
round of pleasure, promised to return and 
mingle with the common crowd of just dub 
producers and gain their views of how the 
Osage should be opened up, has at last de- 
livered himself of his opinions on how Secre- 
tary Lane, of the Interior Department, should 
lease the Osage lands. The announcement was 
made at Los Angeles, January 1. 

As Secretary Lane cut his eye-teeth a good 
many years ago and since that time he has 
been up against some of the sharpest legal and 
business minds in the country and has always 
come out ahead, it is suggested that no one 
lose much sleep over what Colonel Tim may 
have to say if they don’t happen to like Colonel 
Tim’s sayings. 

Colonel Tim would have the following dope 
written into the law referring to the Osage 
land. Kindly note that Colonel Tim carefully 
avoids saying anything as to whether or not 
the pipe lines shall be admitted as bidders. 
Says Colonel Tim: 

“(1) Competitive Bids: Lands to be leased 
to the eligible applicant offering the highest 
cash bonus. 

“Proposals for the lease of the land to be 
advertised for at least 30 consecutive days at 
Pawhuska, Tulsa and Bartlesville, Okla. All 
bids to be sealed and the land leased to the 
eligible person, firm, association or corpora- 
tion submitting the highest cash bonus on the 
terms and conditions to-wit: 

“(2) Terms of Lease: Five years and as 
much longer as oil or gas is produced in pay- 
ing quantity. Lessee to be bound to drill one 
well within one year on each lease of 160 acres 
or less, or thereafter pay rental of $1 per 
acre per annum until one well is producing; 
provided nevertheless, that lessee must pro- 
tect the lease against paying wells on adjacent 
lands. 

“(3) Possession and Operation: Lessees 
to be entitled to immediate peaceable posses- 
sion on approval of lease by the secretary of 
the interior. Questions of agricultural or other 
damages resulting from operations to be de- 


termined by the interior department; pro- 
vided lessees shall have the right of appeal to 
any court of competent jurisdiction. The sec- 
retary of the interior shall have the right at 
any time to curtail or suspend drilling or other 
operations whenever in his judgment the over- 
production of oil prevents the purchasing 
company from paying an adequate price for 
same, provided, however, that this shall apply 
to the entire Osage Nation, with three months’ 
notice ptevious to enforcement. 

“(4) Royalties: Royalties on oil to be com- 
puted on the average total daily production 
per well from all the wells on each individual 
lease for the calendar month, to be paid as 
follows, to-wit: 

“One-eighth up to 25 barrels average gross 
production per well per day from all the wells 
for each calendar month for each individual 
lease. 

“One-sixth from 25 barrels up to 100 bar- 
rels per day from all wells. 

“One-fifth from 100 barrels up per well per 
day from all wells. 

“Royalty on gas to be one-eighth of the net 
proceeds derived from the sale of the gas 
at the well. 

“(5) Acreage: No individual, firm, asso- 
ciation or corporation to be directly or in- 
directly interested in more than 4,800 acres 
in the Osage Nation. Said lands to be located 
as follows, to-wit: 

“1st. Not more than 160 acres in any one 
section. 

“2nd. Not more than 640 acres in any one 
township. 

“3rd. Not more than 160 acres to be ad- 
joining. 

“(6) Location of Wells: No well to be 
drilled within 300 feet of outside lines except 
as offsets having in mind one well to each 10 
acres. 

“(7) Assignments and Renewals: No per- 
son, firm, association or corporation shall hold 
directly or indirectly by assignment any 
greater quantity of land than could be taken 
and held under original lease, and all assign- 
ments to be subject to approval by the secre- 
tary of the interior. Said assignments to be 
either approved or rejected by the secretary of 
the interior within three months of date of 
filing. 

“All renewals of leases now subsisting to 
conform to the foregoing suggestions.” 
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MANY NEW PIPE LINES 


Chartered in Oklahoma—Magnolia 
Enters State to Take 
20,000 Bbls. 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

BARTLESVILLE, OKLA,., Jan. 5.—Two 
new pipe line corporations were chartered in 
Oklahoma during December. The Magnolia 
Pipe Line Co.,. which as its name signifies, is 
a subsidiary of the Magnolia Petroleum Co., 
with a capitalization of $500,000, and with 
Tom Cowden, of Oklahoma City, and D. C. 
Stewart and W. C. Proctor, of Corsicana, 
Texas, as incorporators, is the more preten- 
tious of the two, and announces that work 
will at once be begun on its line from the 
Electra field into Oklahoma. 

The other is the Protection Pipe Line Co., 
capitalized at $75,000, and with G. C. Stebbins, 
O. K. Eysenbach, E. T. Tucker and R. Otis 
McClintock as incorporators. This company 
will lay a line from the Inola pool, 12 miles 
south of Claremore, in Rogers county, into 
Tulsa, for the purpose of taking the produc- 
tion of the Inola pool in which the incorpo- 
rators are heavy producers. The production 
of the Inola field has grown until it is now 
estimated at 2,000 barrels a day. It is the 
general impression that the Protection Pipe 
Line Co. is in fact a subsidiary of the Gulf 
Pipe Line Co. McClintock was formerly head 
of the Gulf land department, resigning that 
position some months ago to go with his fu- 
ture father-in-law, G. C. Stebbins, who has 
for several years been exceedingly intimate 
with the Gulf organization. 

During a recent visit to the upper Okla- 
homa field D. C. Stewart, of the Magnolia, 
stated that his company would crowd its new 
line into the upper field, but there is still some 
question in the public mind whether this will 
be done. 

The Magnolia now has a line from the Elec- 
tra field to Beaumont, Texas. This is to be 
extended to the new field in Carter county, 
Oklahoma, where considerable production has 
recently been secured, and there are those 
who profess to believe that if the Healdton 
pool in Carter county, continues to develop, 
that the line will extend no further north. 
3ut since the Healdton field is already report- 
ing a big crop of disappointments, the new 
line, if it is to secure a volume of oil worth 
while, will be compelled to get to the pro- 
duction further north in order to secure much 
crude. 

As far back as last August it was asserted 
that the Magnolia had secured pledges of ap- 
proximately 8,000 barrels daily from produ- 
cers in the old Glenn pool, Okmulgee county 
and Cushing, and that the new line, when 
constructed, would tap these three fields at 
least. 

The Magnolia, under the direction of D. C. 
Stewart and C. N. Payne, is in skilled hands 
with long familiarity with the oil business, the 
pipe line end of it in particular. Producers 
are looking to the coming of the Oklahoma 
branch of the Magnolia with hope, for in 
such a line they see an additional outlet for 
at least 20,000 barrels a day for Oklahoma 
crude. The new Inola line affords no general 
relief, for it simply transfers the oil from one 
section of the field to another, and is in fact 
a gathering line, whether it be a Gulf sub- 
sidiary or an independent venture. 
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State May Probe Reductions in Crude Market 


Effort to Carry out Prairie Co.’s Threat 
Promises to Bring Action under Trust Laws 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
TULSA, OKLA,., Jan. 5.- 


hut-down due to Hon 


field 


Jimmie O' Neil's letter 


\ general 


to the producers last month, pointing out an 
lleged er-production” in Oklahoma, or a 
drop in the market for Oklahoma crude oil, 
no matter what it is said to be “due” to, will 
eccive immediate attention from the state 
authorities in the way of a review in court 


ie oft made charges that the big pipe lines 


field are working in cahoots—this ac 


ording to a big oil man in this field who had 


a hand in drawing the present pipe line com 


mon carrier and common purchaser laws in 
this state 

This man is not in a position to guarantee 
that the state authorities will so act, but his 


word that they will, even though offered ina 


private capacity, 1s always considered by his 


friends as good. I am not at liberty to men- 


tion his name. He takes the position that 


the 
that its 


while Prairie’s stand is justified by the 


figures over-production is caused by 


its handling approximately 20,000 barrels of 
crude a day of production that belongs to the 
My 
friend is influential in Oklahoma political cir- 
cles, and he professes to believe that the time 
for all 


line 


lexas Co., and the Gulf Pipe Line Co. 


and 
pipe 
independent of 


determine 
not the 
Oklahoma 


other and in fact competitors, or whether there 


as arrived to once 


whether or various inter- 


ests in are each 
exists that community of interests that makes 
them in fact one. 

“The 
it and despise it, has done more for the pro- 
the Gulf the Texas. The 
Prairie is usually first into a new field with 

takes the oil. It makes the 
erected tankage. It keeps all 
of its lines engaged in the business. 


Prairie,” he said, “much as we cuss 


ducers than and 
a pipe line. It 
price. It has 
It is just 
completing two new lines that will enable it to 
increase its deliveries 20,000 barrels a day. At 
the present time, according to the statistics, it 
25,000 barrels of crude 
180,000 or 185,000 


On this showing its 


is taking approximately 
the 


barrels being produced. 


per day of estimated 
assertion, in its recent statement, that it has 
“at all times done its full share of providing 
is borne out. 
OTHERS JUST TRAIL. 


about the other 


a market and market facilities,” 


“Now 
Both the Gulf and the Texas companies are 
the 
porting, refining and marketing business 


let’s see two lines. 
trans- 
But 


neither of them have gone to the producer's 


great corporations. are in 


relief in a new and unproven field; neither of 
them have erected surplus tankage, and neither 
of them, with two exceptions, have ever made 


a market in the history of this field. They 
assert they are independent of Standard 
domination. Why don’t they show it? They 


are trailing, and they have trailed from the 
They take as much oil as they can 
use to their own profit, and they don’t risk 


first. 


a thing in the way of building storage or in- 
creasing their facilities. And in addition, both 
are turning vast quantities to the Prairie, thus 
crowding out custom oil, instead of building 
their lines to their own production and in- 


creasing the facilities to handle it \nd one 


of them, the Texas, has boarded up and closed 
down its big pumping station just squth of 
Bartlesville, and its line into the north field 


is abandoned. 
“Now we have some law 


Just 


possibly the 


in Oklahoma 
what it really is I don’t know; 
courts 


haven't yet determined. But I do know 


it was designed to render impossible just this 


sort of thing, for | had a hand in shaping up 
some of the bills. The Corporation Commis- 
sion and the attorney-general can be relied 
on to act as far as the law will permit them 
to go. I think I can safely promise that a 


field 


will be 


tie-up in the 


followed instantly by an ap 


conditions, or a slump in 
market, 
peal to both, and a resultant investigation that 
will 
is competition in oil transportation and mar- 
then 
the Gulf and the Texas to run their own oil 
and not 

There 
as pointed out by 
The 


whether or 


finally determine whether or not there 


keting. If there is, the state can order 


embarrass a competitor with it.” 


is one viewpoint. Here is another; 
the so-called statis- 


the 


one ot 
ticians: question before house is 
duced than can be cared for by existing stor- 
age and transporting facilities. On this ques- 
tion the ayes have it, undoubtedly. While the 
Texas Co. is not running capacity out of 
Oklahoma, taking only about 10,000 barrels a 
day, whereas its capacity is twice that, shortly 
after crossing the state line its line is filled to 
capacity onto the Gulf, the additional produc- 
tion coming from the Electra field. The capa- 
city of the Gulf Pipe Line Co., out of the 
Oklahoma field, is only 20,000 barrels or 21,- 
000 barrels per day, under the most favorable 
conditions, and this amount the Gulf is taking. 
Should shut off and 
take their own production, the custom oil so 


shut 


these lines custom oil 
off would unquestionably 
Prairie, this would 


exceed transporting and storage facilities of 


apply to the 
and increased demand 
the entire field to precisely the same extent as 
now. 

It thus appears that the Prairie is actually 
taking care of 125,000 barrels daily, the Texas 
Co. 10,000 barrels, and the Gulf, say 20,500, 
leaving say 35,000 barrels daily to the various 
other marketing factors, small lines and inde- 
pendent refiners, 


BLAMES OSAGE DEAL. 

There are opinions and opinions, of course. 
3ut it seems to me only a reasonable conclusion 
that the present condition was precipitated by 
the interior department’s great leasing feast 
and the regulations under which it was held. 
The famous Boston pool, in the Osage, was 
opened up by the Gypsy Oil Co., the operat- 
ing and producing end of the Gulf Pipe Line 
Co., as a sub-lessee of the Indian Territory 
Illuminating Oil Co., which operates under a 
blanket lease, the renewal of which is now 
before the interior department and is to be- 
come a live issue within the next few months. 

The Gypsy is under no lease obligations re- 
quiring speedy drilling, but has a production 
in the pool of a thousand barrels, if not more, 
per day. It was the land adjacent to this pro- 


not there is more oil being pro- 


lilic production that the interior department 
threw on the market—twelve thousand acres 
of it, the leases on which contain a provision 
requiring at least one well on each tract bid 
on, within 90 days from the approval of the 
lease. The Gypsy Co. 


drilled its lines 


wherever they touch this acreage, and the new 


has 


lessees there tind themselves compelled to not 
only drill the well called for by the depart- 
ment, but likewise offsets to the Gypsy wells. 


This lands 
thrown on the market, that a hundred or more 


meant, even when these were 
wells in this enormously productive territory, 
which is tapped by a single line, that of the 
Prairie, drilled as 


If all of the territory was 


were to be fast as steam 
would do the work. 
to prove as prolific as the Gypsy wells, then 
the total production of the tield was bound to 
be increased to 35 thousand barrels 


within a very few weeks. 


from 25 
And there was no 
chance whatever to delay the drilling of these 
wells. Nor is there any chance to delay the 
drilling of them though it should 
be known to a certainty that the production 


now, even 
would be increased beyond all reason, and the 
market forced to a slump. It is my opinion 
that it is the unknown equation of this Osage 
stuff, with its potential prolificness, and the 


department’s regulations requiring all these 
wells whether or no, rather than any great 
present over-production, that caused the 


Prairie to give advance warning of its de- 


termination not to erect additional tankage, 


and its inability to care for the producers 


beyond a certain point. 


Of course the Newkirk field constitutes an- 
other proposition of the same character. Un- 
questionably there is a great oil pool there. It 
Wells of 


several hundred barrels production are being 


is beyond the experimental stage. 


drilled in, and, while there are dry wells, too, 
it looks as if the Cushing pool might eventu 
ally be traced to a connection. Newkirk is 
clamoring for a pipe line, and it must have 
a pipe line before the field goes much further. 
The isn’t 


pressed to go in. 


Prairie in there, but it is being 


[ want te say again, that it’s the Osage 
affair that has precipitated the whole thing. 


It might have come any way, for the pro- 


duction has increased as nobody, least of 
all the pipe lines, thought possible eighteen 
months ago. Then all interests were keen 


for crude—all of it they could get. Now the 
simple truth of the matter is, and it’s apparent 
to all, there is crude enough for every market- 
ing factor in the field, with a surplus to go 
into storage—and Osage and Newkirk to 
nigger on. 


The remarkable thing about it all is not the 
Prairie’s letter, but the ability of a field that 
was held by some to be fairly exploited, to 
come back and set a new figure for daily pro- 
duction. Not only that, but to show to even 
the most unpracticed eye, that Oklahoma, as 
yet, has not even been fairly prospected as an 
oil producing state. It is today the premier 
high-grade oil field of the whole world. Noth- 
ing like it has ever been known. 
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Pipe Lines Keep World’s 


Demand from 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
TULSA, OKLA., Jan. 5.—Wonder if 
there ever lived aeman who thoroughly under- 
stood oil statistics and could make them work 


backward, criss-cross and up and 


There is more oil be- 


forward, 
down? It is doubtful. 
ing produced in the Oklahoma-Kansas field 
than can be handled by existing transportation 
lines. That much is known—can be easily 
proven by the accepted runs and deliveries. 
But— 

f the United 
States as a whole, there is nothing in the 


Considering the light oil fields o 
nature of over-production nor anything savor- 
ing of it. On the contrary the stocks of the 
combined light oil producing districts of the 
United States have been drawn on _ heavily 
during the past twelve months. Let the figures 
be presented: 

Beginning with Oklahoma and Kansas, com- 
monly termed the Mid-Continent field, the 
daily average production is estimated at from 
190,000 to 200,000 barrels daily. That there is 
a discrepancy of 10,000 barrels a day between 
the different reports is due to the fact that 
the small refiners are loath to give out the 


exact figures of their runs. The large pipe 
line companies furnish the figures and they 
may be accepted as accurate. Some reports 
credit the independent refiners with 50,000 bar- 
rels a day, while others, and the more gener- 
ally accepted say 35,000 barrels, and this fig- 
ure is being accepted for the purpose of mak- 
ing comparisons. 

During the month of January, 1913, the 
Prairie Oil & Gas Company's daily runs were 
94,780 barrels. With the exception of a very 
few months they gradually increased during 
the year until November they reached the daily 
average of 123,238 barrels. The stocks of the 
Prairie January 1, 1913, were 38,907,447 bar- 
rels, and on December 1, this year, 42,548,553 
barrels, showing that this company’s stocks 
increased 3,641,106 barrels since the first of 
the year. The total stocks in the Oklahoma- 
Kansas field January 1, 1913, were 47,678,070 
barrels, and on December 1, 5,875,837 barrels, 
year were 50,734,727 barrels. 
increase for the year, 3,639,216 


This shows an 
barrels for all 
lines, although it is 1,890 barrels less than the 
Prairie’s increase for the same period. 

Accepting these figures as correct, then it 
must be concluded that the Prairie.put the en- 
tire total for the field in storage, and the other 
lines took 1,890 barrels out of storage. The 
production of the Kansas and Oklahoma field 
for November was handled as _ follows: 
Prairie, 123,238 barrels daily; Gulf Pipe Line 
Co., 20,033 barrels daily; the Texas Co., 11,- 
453 barrels daily; all other lines, 36,233, a 
total daily average of 190,957 barrels. 


USED ILLINOIS STOCKS. 


In the Illinois field the stocks of the Ohio 
Oil Co. on January 1, 1913, were 11,598,519 
barrels, and on December 1, 5,875,837 barrels, 
showing a decrease of 5,722,682 barrels in 
stocks of that field. As the Ohio Oil Co. 
is the only large concern holding stocks in the 
field it can be deducted that it took 2,081,576 


Oklahoma Crude 


barrels more oil out of storage so far this 
year in Illinois, than the Prairie Oil & Gas 
Co. put into tankage in Kansas and Okla 


homa in the same period. The runs in 
Illinois field in January were 56,181 barrels and 
in November were 51,302 barrels, a slight de 


crease for November. 

In the fields farther east, embracing Ohio, 
Kentucky, West Virginia, Pennsyl 
vania and New York, the stocks were 10,422,- 


167 barrels January 1, 1913, while on December 


Indiana, 


1, this vear, they were 9,358,848 barrels, or 
a decline of 1,063,619 barrels \dding this t 
the decline of 5,722,682 barrels in Illinois we 


find a total decline in stocks east of the 
Mississippi river during the year of 6,786,501 
barrels, 3,147,085 barrels more than was ] 
tankage by all lines in Oklahoma and Kansas 

In the Texas Panhandle field the stocks at 
the end of January, 1913, were 1,134,141 bar- 
rels, and on December 1, 1,124,685 barrels, a 
decline of 9,456 barrels. The production in 
January was 16,046 barrels daily, and in No- 
vember, 27,813, a large increase in production 
and a decrease for the year in stocks. With 
the exception of a couple of months during 
the vear the increase in the Panhandle pro- 
duction has been gradual. 

The stocks in the Caddo district of Louisi- 
ana were 1,796,561 barrels on January 30, 1915, 
and the close of November were 2,000,000 bar- 
rels. The increase was nominal, although the 


13 


runs increased from 14,315 barrels daily in 


January to 30,000 barrels in November. 


Taking all these figures for light oil dis- 
tricts it is shown that there has been an 
increasé in both the runs and stocks in Okla 
homa and Kansas since the first of the year; 
a decrease in the runs and stocks of Illinois; 

decrease in stocks and runs in the other 
eastern fields; a small change in the stocks 
in Caddo and North Texas, but a very large 
increase in the runs for those districts. In all 
these fields producing light oil there has been 
an increase of about 


54,890 barrels a day in 
production since the first of the year and a 
decrease in stocks of about 2,957,085 or in 
round numbers, 3,000,000 barrels for the eleven 
months. 

Irom these figures, which are made up from 
the accepted statistics of the field, it 1s not a 
question of over-production in Kansas-Okla- 
homa, so much as a question of lack of trans- 
portation. That is to say there is not avail 
able at the close of 1913 as much light oil as 
was available at the beginning of 1913. In 
practically every field but Kansas and Okla- 
homa stocks have decreased, in some instances 
amazingly. But in the one field from which 
new transportation, whether by a new pipe line 
or rail shipment, is so costly that it would be 
an almost impossible burden for the average 
Independent oil interest to assume, either by 
entering Oklahoma on a large scale or extend- 
ing present facilities to a dominating point, 
the stocks have increased. 

In the language of Lem Oppenbottom, 
‘Them’s the statistics.’ But what do they 
mean? 


‘ 


Offer Pipe Line to Inola. 
Boston Pool Is Showing Dry 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

TULSA. OKLA., Jan. 3—At a meeting 
of the producers in the Inola field on Decem- 
ber 10, F. S. Henry and R. L. Steiner, acting, 
it is understood for the Cudahy refining 1n- 
terests, offered to build a pipe line from Clare- 
more to the Inola field, the production to be 
put in cars at Claremore and shipped to the 
Cudahy refinery at Coffeyville, Kansas. It is 
reported that the Cudahy people are financing 
the proposed pipe line in the way of advanc- 
ing money to Messrs. Henry and Steiner. If 
this project should go through there would 
he two lines into the Inola field. 


The justly celebrated Boston pool in the 
Osage is reporting dry wells of late, just like 
the plebian sections of the Oklahoma field, 
nearly every interest in the heart of that pool 
drawing one or more during the month just 
closed. This fact 
quite a prophet. 


Homer Preston 
At the time of the bidding 
for these lands, in September, Mr. Preston 


was one of the few men who refused to be- 


proves 


come excited. In a conversation with the 
writer he said that he had been over the lands, 
and that it was his opinion that the anticline 
there was in the form of an inverted bowl, 
and that the discovery wells of the Gypsy had 
hit it almost in the center. “When they begin 
to work away from the first wells,” said Mr. 
Preston, “the sand is going to dip mighty 
fast, and, in my judgment, many locations will 
fail to get it altogether.” That is precisely 


what has happened, and the fellows who are 
squatting out on the fringe on high priced 
acreage with regulations requiring at least one 
well without delay, haven’t anything in par- 
ticular to hug themselves over. 


With the opening of the year William Moel- 
ler, formerly chief engineer of the Kansas 
Natural Gas Co., tok up his duties as chief 
engineer of the Quapaw Gas Co., with head- 
quarters at Bartlesville. On the same date C. 
FE. Guillen, also formerly with the Kansas 
Natural, joined the Quapaw organization as 
traveling auditor with headquarters at Bartles- 
ville. The new Quapaw line, building from 
Bigheart, in the Osage, to the Cushing pool, 
has not been progressing as smoothly as some 
would have it, and the change in the engineer- 
ing department is thought to have been 
brought about with a’ view of getting this con- 
nection in at the earliest possible date. 


The order of the Oklahoma Corporation 
Commission establishing a uniform charge for 
gasoline and kerosene in ten counties in north- 
western Oklahoma and which was to have gone 
into effect December 15, was rescinded by the 
commission, pending the final solution of the 
case involving charges now before the com- 


mission. It is expected that a uniform 


maximum and minimum price will be estab- 
lished throughout the state in the near future. 
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Plenty Doing in Oklahoma and Kansas 


Activity in Every Branch of Oil Industry 
Keeps Mid-Continent Operators Interested 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

BARTLESVILLE, OKLA., Jan. 6.—De- 

ember was the banner month in the QOkla- 
homa and Kansas tield trom more than one 
standpoint, there being enough doing at every 
stage of the game to keep interest at a high 
pitch. Field activity was at its height dur- 
ing the forepart of the month, but declined a 
little at the close. 

Pipe line construction work; the statement 

if Mr. J. E. O'Neill, president of the Prairie 
Oil & Gas Co., requesting a curtailment of 
development work due to possible overproduc- 
tion; the opening of two very large Independ 
ent refining companies; the running of the 
first oil through the Alton line; many changes 
in the personnel of large marketing and pipe 
line companies and the incorporation of three 
new concerns to transport oil, gave people in- 
terested in oil business plenty to think about. 

On top of this was the formation of a com- 
pany by Independent refiners to transport oil 
to coast points and export it by their own 
harges and boats to foreign markets. As the 
New Year opens Hon. Cato Sells, Indian Com- 
missioner, is on the scene at Muskogee, and 
his visit will probably be productive of results 
in determining the future policy of the Interior 
Department in regard to the leasing of surplus 
Osage lands. 

The number of wells completed in Decem- 
ber—1,225—-would seem to indicate that 
O’Neill’s statement has had very little effect 
so far. The first real winter of the year has 
been experienced during the past two weeks, 
and the roads are now almost impassable. 
There will necessarily be a falling off in work 
during this month, and the production should 
decline correspondingly. 

The runs of the Prairie Oil & Gas Co. were 
about the same in December as for Novem- 
ber, although a much less amount of oil was 
put in storage. Oijl was started through the 
Alton line December 15, and about 13,000 bar- 
rels a day is now being handled. The Decem- 
ber runs averaged 123,132 barrels and the de- 
liveries were increased to 107,448 barrels. The 
runs in November were 123,238 barrels and 
the deliveries 101,518 barrels. In November 
21,720 barrels a day were put in storage, while 
in December the amount was cut to 15,683 
barrels. The stocks of the Prairie on January 
1 were 42,854,172 barrels. The other pipe line 
companies are loaded to the limit, although 
there does not seem to be any reason for be- 
lieving that the lines will be unable to take 
care of future production. There is a gen- 
eral opinion prevailing that the market will 
not decline, even in the face of the over-pro- 
duction theory. The oil from the outlying dis- 
tricts, or rather from the new pools being 
opened up, is not being handled by the large 
pipe line companies, and the Independent re 
finer is making his presence felt. 

FAVOR U. S. LINE. 

There is considerable agitation over the 
construction of a line from the Oklahoma 
field to the Gulf of Mexico by the government, 
the annual report of Secretary McDaniels of 
the Navy, suggesting the purchase of oil pro- 
duction for future needs. He also outlines 


a policy by which the government can refine 
its own oil, and many Mid-Continent pro- 
ducers are urging the point that the govern- 
ment should build its own line and establish 
some competition for the oil trust. So far the 
matter has been merely suggestive, but is be- 
ing strongly urged by many large Oklahoma 
producers, 

The big refining plant of the Pierce Oil 
Corporation at Sand Springs, a few miles out 
of Tulsa, was put in operation December 15, 
and is now handling about 4,000 barrels a day. 
The company has a line to the Cushing field 
—6-inch—and has rounded up some produc 
tion of its own. A wax plant will be con- 
structed, the material now being on the 
ground. The plant is in charge of W. R. 
Simpson, formerly with the Standard, and is 
one of the most up-to-date in the western 
country. The high-grade Cushing oil is used 
exclusively. 

OSAGE LOOKS POOR. 

The production of the Oklahoma and Kan- 
sas field at present is hovering around the 
200,000 barrel mark, with the Prairie Oil & 
Gas Co. handling the bulk of the oil. The In- 
dependent refiners are gaining a stronger foot- 
hold every day, and their output is increasing 
at an amazing rate. During the past month 
very little new production was found in pure- 
ly wildcat developments and it is not expected 
that much will be done toward opening new 
pools in the winter months. 

Probably the most interesting field in the 
western country is the development in the 
Osage near Cleveland, where about 11,000 
acres of undeveloped lands was thrown on the 
market by the Osage Nation last November. 
The Prairie Oil & Gas Co. picked up some 
high-priced stuff, but has not been meeting 
with success in its development. Its lease in 
section 36-22-7 has proved anything but up to 
expectations, as it adjoins the Gypsy Oil Co. 
and the Minnehoma Oil Company’s big pro- 
ducing properties. The Gypsy has 17,000 bar- 
rels a day from 19 wells on its lease—known 
as the Boston and is section 1-21-7. The 
Minnehoma has about 1,200 barrels a day on 
its portion of section 31-22-8 and the Prairie 
about 800 barrels in its section. The last 
well drilled by the Prairie, No. 4, in sub- 
division 73, in section 36, was dry and 
was a big knocker for the north end 
In going to the west in this section its wells 
are small and showing water, and the farthest 
west well of the Gypsy in section 1 was dry. 
Going to the east the Minnehoma got a very 
light well, which makes it look as though the 
pool will be very narrow. 

It is right in this corner where operators 
pinned their faith, George F. Getty, of the 
Minnehoma, bidding $1,560 an acre on a 40, 
the piece being awarded to the Prairie, how- 
ever, on its “all or none bid.” Three parties 
have requested the department to turn down 
the leases on which they bid, making it ap- 
pear as though they did not think much of the 
territory. Taken as a whole the newly ac- 
quired lands in the Osage do not look very 
promising, and it is doubtful if the tribe will 
put up more lands for bid in the near future. 


The Cushing field was given another start 
during the month, the Producers Oil Co. hav- 
ing drilled in a big Bartlesville sand well. It 
was in section 4-17-7, and made about 400 
barrels. Since then a few scattering Bartles- 
ville producers have been drilled in, making it 
appear as though a rather extensive develop- 
ment would be opened up. Heretofore the 
production at Cushing has been obtained from 
the Layton and Wheeler sands, and the find- 
ing of large wells in the Bartlesville will en- 
courage future operators. If they miss the 
Layton and the Wheeler they can go on down 
to Bartlesville, which is found at about 2,600 
feet. There are almost 700 wells producing 
in the field, and are making a little better 
than 24,000 barrels. The north extension has 
taken a backward turn, the production falling 
off at a rapid rate and water making its ap- 
pearance. 

BROKEN ARROW GROWS. 

In the Broken Arrow pool the Richard Oil 
Co. got a producer in section 25-28-14, extend- 
ing the development some to the south. It 
is making better than 200 barrels and was fin- 
ished up at a little better than 1,300 feet. 
3roken Arrow has been a heart-breaker for 
many an operator, a well having been finished 
up there a short time ago which made a good 
showing, and set the lease bidders on edge. 
Much of the high-priced stuff has failed to 
produce, a duster being drilled west of the 
original well in section 22, and two strippers 
to the south and east. This Richard well will 
probably give the field another start, although 
it has been set up in business a dozen times 
during the past five years. 

In the Owasso field the production is prac- 
tically confined to section 25-21-13, efforts to 
trace the streak out of that section meeting 
with disaster. There are about 4,000 barrels 
in the section and the wells are big producers 
for the locality. However, the chances of 
making an extensive pool do not look rosy, 
at least in the light of outside wells so far 
drilled. 

In the Newkirk field in Kay county the in- 
side wells are ruling large, but efforts to find 
production to tue south have been disastrous. 
Two dry holes have been finished in that di- 
rection, and another dry hole to the north- 
east. Several important wildcats are drilling 
and the present month should be one of the 
most active since the pool was opened up. 
Big wells are found in sections 2, 3, and 11- 
27-3, and the production is now around 5,000 
barrels. 

HEALDTON QUIET. 

In the Healdton field in Carter county work 
has been delayed on account of bad roads, 
and a few light wells came in during the 
month. It is one of the most promising of 
southern Oklahoma developments, but fur- 
nished very little of an encouraging nature 
during December. A dry hole was found south 
of the McClure well and a small well was 
drilled in an offset to the McClure test. There 
are now seven wells and five dry hoics within 
a radius of two miles, and the production is 
less than 1,000 barrels. 

In the Inola pool south of Claremore things 
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look better than at any stage of the game, an 
outlet having been 
4-19-16. 

got one good for 


found from the wells in 
The Gladys Belle Oil Co. 
about 500 barrels in section 


section 


9, and it has started things going again. The 
fact that two pipe lines are being layed to the 
field helps matters some and many of those 
who passed up the development will probably 
return. Any number of dry holes were drilled 
looking for an extension, but a line has now 
been established by a couple of recent com- 
pletions outside of the developed area. 

The Booch sand pool in Okmulgee county, 
northeast of Morris, is being closely watched, 
a production of 4,000 
rounded up lately. 


barrels having been 
The wells average about 
1,200 feet in depth and make about 400 barrels 


after a shot. 
At Wann excitement has subsided to 


some extent, although the wells so far drilled 
within 


the 


defined limits have been large pro 
The Paraffine Oil Company has ‘a test 
on the Holland land in section 16-28-14, which 
is making better than 500 barrels after being 


in a month. 


ducers. 


All the production so far is con- 
fined to this section, although many 
wells are drilling. 
wells in the pool, making close to 2,000 bar- 
rels. Wann is in the northern end of Wash- 
ing county and the oil is found in the Bartles- 
ville sand. It is an old shallow-sand field, 
but the deep oil was only recently unearthed. 

There is much activity around Bartlesville, 
but most of the work is confined to old pools. 
West of the city in the Osage the Indian Ter- 
ritory Illuminating Oil Co. is getting 100-bar- 
rel wells in section 2-26-10, and several wells 
are drilling. 


outside 
There are six producing 


There is considerable scattering 
work under way, and the production of the 
field north and south 
a day. 


is about 35,000 barrels 

Up in Kansas there is more doing than has 
been noticed for years, Paola, Rantoul and the 
older sections around Chanute and Independ- 
ence coming in for their share of work. Drill- 
ing is proving very remunerative in many of 
the sections which were passed up in the first 
boom, the $1.03 market having the 30-cent pro- 
duction backed off the boards. 


Judge Cotteral, in the United States Dis- 
trict Court at Guthrie, has overruled the mo- 
tion to quash the indictments returned at Enid 
against several prominent Pawhuska citizens 
and the Uncle Sam Oil Company The indict- 
ments were the outgrowth of the leasing of 
surplus Osage lands to the Uncle Sam Oil 
Company and three other parties, the leases 
having been approved by the Osage council, 
but turned down by the Department of the 
Interior. 


thousands of dollars. 


Phillip H. Brennan 


Are your lease lines accurately located ? 
A mistake in your boundaries may cost you 


We can settle your doubts. 
We have all the U. S. Government survey 
plats and data for the Mid-Continent field. 


Brennan & Rooney 


Contractors and Engineers 
Culbertson Building 
Tulsa, Okla. 


L. J. F. Rooney 


NEW YEAR BRINGS 
CHANGES TO GULF 


Transfer of F. A. Leovy to Pitts- 
burgh Brings up New Men 
All Along the Line 


Several changes were made in the higher-ups 
of the Gulf Pipe Line Company, taking effect 
January 1. F. A. Leovy, vice president of the 
company, was transferred from Texas head- 
quarters to Pittsburgh, Pa., where he will look 
after the company’s producing and pipe line 
interests. He was succeeded at Beaumont by 
Underwood Nazro, who is second vice presi- 
dent. C. FE. Crawley, who has had charge of 
the land department at Tulsa, has been made 
assistant to M. M. Doan. Mr. Doan was ad- 
vanced to vice president and has charge of 
the Oklahoma interests. C. R. Gilmore, of 
the Oklahoma Natural Gas Company, succeeds 
Mr. Crawley, and J. H. Yust, resigned, is suc- 
ceeded by L. M. Kleim as head of the traffic 
and claim department. Mr. Yust goes to J. S. 
Cosden as assistant in his large refining in- 
terests. C. F. McCormick has been advanced 
to assistant superintendent of production at 
Tulsa, and George W. Eaglesfield succeeds 
Mr. McCormick. C. A. Siggins, who has been 
superintendent of the Texas division of the 
J. M. Guffey 
Mr. Eaglesfield. 


Petroleum Company, succeeds 


The contract has been let for the ditching 
of the Magnolia pipe line that is to extend 
to the Healdton field and the ditchers are 
at work. This leaves Bowie and fol- 
the course of the Rock Island 
road, with a spur to Healdton. 


line 
lows Rail- 


The termi- 


nus of the line is Cushing. The main line 
will be 8 feet and the spur to Healdton 
will be 6 feet. The production of the 


Healdton field is 800 barrels per day 


WE WILL PAY CASH 


For good Second-hand Pipe 
and Casing 


QUOTATIONS SOLICITED 


TEXAS SUPPLY CO. - BEAUMONT, TEXAS 


KANSAS NATURAL GAS 
IN RECEIVERS’ HANDS 


On January 1 the property of the Kansas 
Natural Gas Company was turned over to the 
state receivers and R. S. Litchfield and John 
Landon are now in charge. John F. Over- 
field is receiver for the Kansas Natural Pipe 
Line Company, which has a line in Kansas, 
and Eugene Sharritt, one of the federal re- 
ceivers, will work in conjunction with the 
state receivers. Mr. Litchfield is a banker at 
Independence and Mr. Landon is an expert gas 
engineer. Wm. Moeller, who was formerly in 
charge of the engineering department of the 
Kansas Natural, has accepted a like position 
with the Quapaw Gas Company, a Doherty 
concern, at’ Bartlesville, Okla. C. E. Gillen, 
formerly auditor for the Kansas Natural, is 
now traveling auditor for the Quapaw, with 
Bartlesville headquarters. Hugh Brawley, who 
had charge of the land department for the 
Kansas Natural, has resigned and will spend 
some time at his old home at Meadville, Pa. 


Dr. D. W. O'Hern, head of the Oklahoma 


Geological Survey, has resigned, and C. W. 
Shannon, present field geologist, has been ap- 


pointed as his successor. Mr. O’Hern is one 


.of the best known geologists in the United 


States and his work in oil lines has attracted 
much attention. 


He has prepared many val- 
uable papers dealing with Oklahoma oil forma- 
tion and his resignation is regretted by the oil 
fraternity. 
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Covers all Texas with his Men of Science 


Yancey Gets the Dope before 
He Moves 


OMES now, Yancey, J. C., the oil man 

fscience. [le was born at Bunker Hill, 

I] n the twenty-third day of 
December, 1872 

His tather, Judge A. N. Yancey, was a 

duate of the University of Michigan and 

f Hanover College. He was of the old Vir 


and his birthplace was Culpepper. 


His mother, Belle Bryan, was a Kentucky girl, 
ind had seven brothers, all of whom were 
men of profound learning and scientific re 
earch. The older brother of this distinguished 
family, Anthony N. Bryan, of Evansville, Ind., 
wrote the famous work on “Electro Planetary 


gives a complete chain of 


henomena of the universe and a 


new reasoning to the law of gravitation that 
a child can understand. 

With such ancestors who were of the in 
quiring mind that philosophy or physics had 
to dove-tail and be conclusive else the theory 
was false, it is little wonder that J. C. Yancey 
began early in life the study of structural 
geology and its position and relation to oil 


He left his native home for the sunny shores 


of California some six years ago, with the 
idea that science would eventually be used 
in determining the location of oil fields. Three 


years later, by careful and painstaking geolog- 
he had the 
the first man to overturn all practical theories 


ical study, distinction of being 
and hold that beneath the salt water strata in 
the Mckittrick field there was the great lake 
of oil. In some of the Pacific coast papers 
he was called “Yancey the dreamer,’ because 
he predicted that the 1,000 foot light oil sand 
which the Carrissa extended be- 


neath the Midway Valley. 


out-crops in 
The history of the 
Midway field attests his accuracy, not only as 
a prophet but as a practical scientist. 

with the 
word geology and link it with the name of 
Omnipotent. 


People, sometimes, are confused 
They expect a geologist to see 
far into the ground. This idea is erroneous 


for various reasons. For instance, bacteriol 
ogy was made possible by the discovery of the 
lens. This discovery permitted future scien 
tists to the glass that 
could be detected in a field of other germs. 


Another man 


discover a stain on 
these 
that will 
stimulate the growth of healthy germs and 


came along and from 


germs worked out an = antitoxin 
make them active in their destructions of the 


unhealthy ones. And thus is science builded— 


all along the lines that when one great dis- 


covery is found, another is founded on that 


one. 

These discoveries are handed to the world 
and the simplest practitioner can use them 
in his daily practice. This is the theory that 
Mr. Yancey has that a man with practical 
knowledge of the earth’s stratas, studying what 
has been written by the government experts 
and what all other geologists have said, dove- 
their 


tails work into his practical observa- 


tions. 

Mr. Yancey will not like the statement that 
he is a geologist or a scientist, for he does 
not care how much the sea crab or any other 


J. C. Yancey. 
From the Flowery State of California. 


organic 


matter contributes to the making of 


the oil field. To find the oil field is the im 


portant question to Yancey. He is a man 


(one of the few who has the courage of his 


conviction) who is not afraid to bet his own 


money on the results of his investigations 
He is not an egotist. He buys the best 
geological and_= scientific brains existence 


and commercializes their learning. Genius 1s 


said to be composed of twenty-four hours a 
day work and 100 per cent painstaking efforts. 
If that is what is required to make genius we 
have a genius in Mr. Yancey. I have gone 
and found him 


sitting in the lobby of the hotel resting from 


to meet a train at 3:30 a. m., 


his labors. 


His work in Texas thus far has been the 


Californian is a Firm Believer 
in Thoroughness 


the 


So seeped 


gathering of the structural apexes of 


Pennsylvania rocks vet unexplored. 


is he in his latest success in scientific dis- 
covery in California, he feels that he can 
repeat in Texas. While reasonably sure that 


he is right in his discoveries, he is not bigoted 


enough to Say, “This is correct because I have 


found it so.” He farther and brines a 


g2oes 


staff of the best geologists obtainable, such as 


Dean TF. M. Anderson, of the Academy of 
Science of California, and A. R. Harmon, 
Jr, who have mapped out a course for the 
University of California in oil geology. Wal 
ter Stadler, a noted scientist of the Pacific 
coast, is among this galaxy of learned men 


whose whole duties are to check up the find 


ings of the practical Yancey. Thus far the 
men of science have never found him at fault. 
We of the oil country have our fun and 
our flings at the embryonic geologist who re- 
quires a bonus to be paid before making ob- 
We feel the right 
his crude scientific 


servations. have 


and 


that we 
to laugh at theories 
data. But no man, no matter how skeptical 
he may be, talk 


Yancey without being convinced that he knows 


can for an hour with J. C. 
what he is talking about. 

We know that for the past five months Mr. 
Yancey has at least week in 


spent $1,500 a 


investigation. Ilis scientists cost him $50,000 
a year. It is therefore little wonder that we 
of the old school of oil men have been in a 
measure converted to his theories. The struc- 
middle northern Texas 


have been found and his staff of lessors have 


tural domes of and 
taken the leases and they will soon begin the 
actual development of this country. 

We are glad that Mr. has made 
Texas his center for investigation, not that 


Yancey 
we think he needs Texas but that Texas needs 
him. 


W. G. L. 


Inventories his Two Years 
of Service as Correspondent 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS, Jan. 1.— 
With this manuscript, the writer of these col- 
umns will have rounded out a two-year term 
of pleasure in writing the North Texas oil 
field’s for The News. 
I have written on an average nine thousand 


report 


words each month, or one hundred and eight 
thousand words a year, and aggregating two 
hundred and sixteen thousands words in the 
all that writing I have 
never intentionally wronged a “white” oil man 


past two years. In 


or written one word of a_ libelous nature 


In my criticisms I 
have been honest, sincere and perhaps some- 


against any individual. 
times severe, but in every case I have written 
the truth, and stood for the right as it was 
from angle. I have lost some 
friends perhaps, or those who are friends for 
their own good, without the semblance of the 
true and faithful. 


viewed my 


In the past two years never but once have 
I had to retract 
columns. 


in these 
That happened early in the game, 
and I learned right there never to trust to 
that individual for information. And the man 
whom I was supposed to have wronged is 
among my best friends today. 

I have written stories on the boys, some 
had the foundation of actual experiences, 
others were fanciful. But the men that I 
used in the stories were the men that I loved 
the best, and I believe love me. They enjoyed 
the stories and received the jibes in the same 
friendly spirit they were given. 

I have written twenty-four character 
sketches. I have taken them out of every 
walk of life in the fields and from nearly 
every branch of the industry. Their pictures 
would make a gallery worthy to hang in the 
library of any oil man. Every one of these 


a statement made 


subjects were men of character and have ac- 
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complished something really worth while in 
life. These sketches in the past were of 
picked men and the future will stiil see the 
same high standard maintained. I have given 
these sketches more time because of their 
importance than all of the other work. 
While I have been doing this work I have 
leased thousands of acres of land. I have 
been interested in the drilling of wells. | 
have written possibly half as much in special 
articles for newspapers and other publica- 
tions. I have worn out one typewriter and 
twenty ribbons. During this time I crossed 
the State of Texas, once as a special delegate 
for this city and twice for myself. In the 
two years I have spent almost three months 
in Oklahoma; have ridden eight thousand 
miles by rail, fifteen hundred miles by auto, 
and have driven over eight hundred miles— 
with a team. This statement is made to show 
any one who is prone to criticize the con- 
struction and literary make-up of the letters 
that | haven't the time of a professional 
writer. No one knows better than I that my 
material lacks the polish of the finished scholar. 
I also know that it lacks the studied construc- 
tion of the literary genius. I know that my 
rhetoric is halting and my vocabulary impo 
tent, but I have ever remembered that “Those 


Bad Weather 


By Special Correspondent. 
WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS, Jan. 7.— 
The Healdton field in Oklahoma has had 
many crosses to bear during the past 


‘month. In the first place, that old scoun- 


drel, “J. Pluy,” has been as naughty as any 
self-respecting being, either God of Wet- 
ness or otherwise, could possibly be. It 
has been so wet at Healdton that Pete 
\dsit, Ted Smith and P. C. Dings, the 
banker, had to take off their pumps and 
put on hip gum boots. and when such 
Chesterfieldian gentlemen appear in any 
other garb than the correct one above men- 
tioned it is time for us to YELL. 

But to them that hath, even the Gods 
add. O’Niel says overproduction and the 
God of storms comes to his aid and cur- 
tails the constructive work to such an ex- 
tent that there is no danger of any com- 
pletions in that field or, for that matter, in 
the state. It is hard enough to fight a 
torrent of ready money, but when the ele- 
ments add to the load, well, no self-re- 
specting paper will print what I am think- 
ing. 

My old and good friends, the Twins 
State Oil Company, have been among the 
lucky ones in the Healdton field and report 
a good one. It is their No. 1 on the N. 
E. N. W. section 8 T, 43 W., and is good 
for 150 barrels. They have had bad luck 
on their No. 2 and it is not in yet. 

The only completions for the past month 
were wells that were in close. The tests 
on the south, southeast and east of the 
Healdton field are all below the sands that 
are producing and look as if there was 
nothing stirring in that direction. Yet we 
may get some surprises as the contract 
that the Corsicana Petroleum Company has 
on the south and southeast may bring 
some results, as I understand they have to 
drill some five or six wells, and it is not 


Wheeling stogies, and five nondescript things 


always sent him more than he could use and 


material that was true and interesting would 
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who do the best their circumstance allows, do 


well, act nobly, angels could do no more.” 


While I have been engaged in the various 


duties connected with the paper and the scrab- 
ble for the meal ticket, | have neither spared 
time nor expense to get the live up-to-the-min- 
ute stuff. The reports of this field have been 
advertised for their fairness and for being 
closer to actual gauge than any other paper 
published. Only once or twice has it been 
necessary for me to change the figures of the 
initial report. This in spite of the fact that 
some companies have sworn their men t 
eternal secrecy. 


In the same time I have chewed two hun 


dred pounds of Mail Pouch, smoked four 
cigarettes (that was when | was with Ed 
Morgan and Ed Sullivan), smoked five ten- 
cent cigars (they were given to me), two 


made from alfalfa and tarred rope. 


In the entire two years the editor and | 


have been on speaking terms. He has never 
called me a bad name nor accused me of 


crimes of omission or commission I have 


gave him his choice. 


With a paper less courageous much of the 


have gone to the waste basket; such as the 
story of Magnolia Petroleum Co. maintaining 
their paymaster’s office in a saloon; the parrot 
story would have been throttled; the oil man’s 
heaven would have died in the borning. The 
articles that have been running for the past 
three months trying to right wrongs done 
Leonard (Dutch) Lenox would have been 
relegated to the basket. So without a paper 
that is not independent my feeble efforts 
would be still in the files in my den. 

[ have worked leng and faithfully along 
the writing game, now over fifteen years, and 
have written reams upon reams of paper for 
ONE object to tell the truth about the busi- 
ness. The pleasure that I get from creating 
stories of true men, the romance woven by 
a hardened hand will live in memory long 
after the early disappointments have lost their 
sting. But the pleasure derived will fill my 
cup of joy to over-flowing. 

@. 

(Editor’s Note—And we have much enjoyed 
Mr. Long’s association with us. He is the 
one writer in oil that we know of who can 
see something really interesting in a bunch of 
oil dope, and who can make it read like a 
real story and not a selection from the dic- 
tionary. —W. C. P.) 


Brings Decrease 1n Production 


probable that the Miller district in Archer 
county, Texas, will be repeated. The Crys- 
tal Oil Company’s well on section 5, the 


Millton and Thomas is a gasser of con- 
siderable magnitude. Estimated from 15,- 


000,000 to 30,000,000 cubic feet. It is under- 


stood they will drill another well just fifty 
feet from this one and try and get into the 


oil pay. The well drilled by the 1911 Oil 


Company, north of the field, coming in at 


300 barrels in a hitherto unexplored sand in 


the field makes the lease owners in that 
section smile in anticipation. It also is a 


good thing to know that all your faith is 
not pinned on one sand. 
NEW WELLS. 


The Paraffine Oil Company is rigging up 


on the Cruce forty acres S. W. % of sec- 
tion 5. 

The Oklahoma City Southwestern Com- 
pany’s is a rig on 34-33. The Weirtheimer 
Nickles Company, N. E. ™% of the N. E. 
'4 section 5, 4-3—150 feet. 

Red River Oil Company has a rig S. E. 
of the S. W. section 4-4-3. The same com- 
pany’s No. 2 on the N. E. of section 8 is a 


Summary of the Year in North Texas Oil 


Per Day 


WELLS COMPLETED 

Total 

May 46 
June 2 
July 48 
August 52 
September 
October 65 


Month Price Value 
510,105 95 $ 484,599.75 
508,564 95 483,135.80 
638,931 606,984.45 
624,660 95 593,327 00 
690,804 95 656,263.20 
823,500 95 781,325.00 
901,790 1.00 901,790.00 
938,835 1.05 985,775.75 
938,550 1.05 985,478.50 
1,024,023 1.05 1,075,124.15 
924,000 1.05 970,600.00 
863,505 1.05 906,680.25 


9 387 ,267 


9,431,083.85 


Producing Dry Gas 
19 11 None 
25 15 None 
24 13 None 
34 14 ] 
38 8 None 
30 12 None 
36 10 
41 1] None 
40 15 None 


53 10 2 
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Decetr ‘ 63 49 14 None 
605 444 155 6 


lf anybody wants to know what it cost to drill these 605 wells we respectfully re- 
ier them to the Corsicana Petroleum Company or the Producers Oil Company. Both 


- always, glad to furnish the information. It would be safe to say that 
nsidering the cost per barrel of producing oil and the bonuses and_ rentals, the 
North Texas oil tield owes the producers approximately $2,000,000 for the year. Of 


urse the big refining companies are not passing any dividends or anything like that 
The ultimate consumer is the boy who poneys up with that $2,000,000—and 
lhe sides 


several 


North Texas Completions for December 
ELECTRA DISTRICT. 


No Bbls Dry 
Corsicana Petroleum Company 2 
1. M. Guffey Petroleum Company .... ba 200 None 
Q)il any 3 600 None 
Clin \ ] None 
Brookins ¢ 10 l 
Badget & Dal 
Sand & Dal 
Be 3,815 7 
BURKBURNETT DISTRICT. 
Corsicana Petroleum Company ............ & 230 None 
Producers Oil Company ] 15 None 
Sturm Drilling Company .......... 1 20) None 
J. M. Guffey Petroleum Company.. ] l 
Ked River Oil Company 1 ] 
12 265 2 
PETROLIA DISTRICT. 
North Texas Dev. Company ............. 1 I 
30 None 
12 30 2 
IOWA PARK DISTRICT. 
Shallow wells completed .................. 7 130 3 
Grand total ... 4,240 14 


RUNS AND SHIPMENTS FOR THE MONTH. 
ELECTRA DISTRICT. 


Runs Shpts. Stocks 
Magnolia Petroleum Company............310,000 305,200 964 000 
Rec’d from Texas Company............... 50,000 
Texas Company . .395,000 280,000 
Pump Magnolia 50,000 88,500 
Gulf Pipe Line . 68,000 55,000 51,000 
823,000 720,200 1,103,500 
PETROLIA DISTRICT. 

Magnolia Petroleum Company ............ 12,000 16,000 10,000 
BURKBURNETT DISTRICT. 

Magnolia Petroleum Company ............ 39,000 38,000 
Texas Company 4,000 3,500 
IOWA PARK DISTRICT. 
Magnolia Petroleum Company 9,500 9 300 1,500 
Grand total 812.700 1,173,400 


In spite of the heavy decrease in production the stocks recorded an increase of 
The floods and continued bad weather in this part of the 
country have made heavy inroads in the refined market and it will not recover for 
some time 


90,000 barrels this month. 


Cleveland, O. 


rig. The same company is 400 feet deep 
on the northeast quarter of the southeast, 
section 8-4-3, 

Twine State Oil Company’s Bess Tucker 
lease, section 36-4-3, is down 700 feet. The 
International Oil Company, section 15-4-4 
is down 550 feet. 

The Hardy Oil Company well on 27-3-4 
is shut down at 300 feet for fuel. 

The Red River Oil Company’s Mollie In- 
eram, section 17-4-3, is down 950 feet, and 


does not look any too good. It is but 
further proof that there is nothing on the 
south, 
NORTH TEXAS PRODUCTION. 
Electra. 
Bbls. 
Producers GOs 12,300 
Corsicana Pet. Co.. 7,500 
J. M. Guffey Co. 
Red River Oil Co. .. 2 400 
Total for Electra 24,000 
Burkburnett. 
Bbls. 
\verage daily production .. 1,760 
Petrolia. 
Bbls. 


..1,665 


Total for Petrolia ...... 
Iowa Park. 

Bbls. 

\verage daily production..........,. 430 


Total for field 

Last month’s average was 30,800, which 
makes a loss this month of 2,945 barrels. 
Continued bad weather making the roads 
almost impassable was responsible for most 
of this drop. Some good oil came in at 
the end that will boost the figures next 
month. 


PONTOTOC COUNTY, OKLAHOMA. 

The well northwest of Allen in Pontotoc 
county is still slopping over at the rate of 
8 barrels per day. The owners do not 
seem to care to pump it as they have made 
no move along those lines. They have a 
250 barrel and a 1,600 barrel tank and it 
was hoped they would put the well to 
pumping and see what was its caliber. Per- 
sonally I am of the opinion from the looks 
of the sand that the well will produce con- 
siderable more than forty barrels. The 
sand being so soft, I do not hesitate to ex- 
press the opinion that the pressure will 
hold it back. 


Some very fancy prices have been paid 
for land there and it has been paid by the 
old timers. They may be mistaken some 
of the time, but I am betting they have the 
best reason for slipping their coin to the 
farmer or it would still be in their posses- 
sion. 


One other well is drilling and other work 
is to be started, but the condition of the 
roads there is something fierce. It will re- 
quire a month of sunshine to make the 
roads ready to carry heavy hauling. 

Just a tip to the readers. 
on Pontotoc. 


Keep your eye 
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A Few Pokes at Electra 


I hope that my many good friends have had 
a merry Christmas and here is hoping for a 
prosperous and a happy New Year. And 
when they have gathered around the festal 
board eating the juicy turkey, or their thick 
tenderloin steak, that they will remember your 
little Willie eating from his can of “Viana 
brand Skecheses.” 

I will bet six packages of the Mail Pouch 
that Santa Claus brought me for Christmas, 
that the Oklahoma geologists have longer 
whiskers than our Texas ones. Some one has 
said that gray hairs are honorable. No doubt, 
but it does depend on whose head has them 
Therefore whiskers inay make the wearer look 
intelligent, but far be it from me to prophesy 
the time when they will be absolute evidence 
of intelligence, for should this happen the 
market of hair growing tonics will be de 
pleted. 

Please hear with me when I ask this ques 
tion: “It God tempereth the winds for the 
shorn lambs” how much annealing will the wind 
stand for “naked calves” that are shown in 
the latest creation, “the splintered gown from 
Paree?” 

[I am truly glad that the picture, Mona Lisa, 
has been found. This will be indeed great 
news to the drillers, leasers, toolys, contrac 
tors and producers. P. S—Who was Mona 
Lisa, anyway: 

If the wind can be tempered for those poor 
little naked calves, is there not some hope for 
the Oklahoma oil producers? Answer: God 
knows 


While up in Oklahoma recently I took some 
rides on the Frisky, Freezo, Frisco. The 
Frisco is a railroad. What are you laughing 
at? O, that statement. To prove my argu- 
ment they sold ten hundred billion dollars’ 
worth of bonds in New York and collected the 
money. * Why, because it WAS RAIL- 
ROAD. The people who ride on it (according 
to Col. Suppes, of Tulsa), know why so many 
people travel in covered wagons. It is a 
quicker means of transportation, and about 
five times as comfortable. 

My heart trembled when I saw a young nan 
and his wife starting for home. The ticket 
was longer than the moral law. And I con- 
jured in my memory, by the fire that was 
lighted in the cuspidor to keep from freezing 
on the Frisco (joke), the age of that young 
man and woman when they would arrive, the 
woman with a large family born and grown in 
transportation. The little village that they re- 
membered so well would have grown into a 
city of the first class. The kid that used to 
romp over the hills of Tennessee has grown 
into an old Billy goat. All this happened 
while that poor unsophisticated man and wife 
tried their dodburndest to ride that lengthy 
ticket out on the Frisco. There is a moral 
to this sad story. 


W-A-L-K. 


Communication has been interrupted between 
civilization and R. G. (Ted) Smith. The last 
report we had he was marooned on the third 
floor of a box car near Wilson, Carter county, 
Oklahoma. His sobs have turned to slobbers, 
and water, water everywhere and nothing to 
drink. 

Charley Bean and his associates, a part of 
the Developers Oil Co., have organized a new 
company which will develop 300 acres of leases 
in Clay county, near Petrolia. It will be under 
the same management that has been so suc 
cessful with the Developers Oil Co. Charley 
Bean is a prince and deserves success 
Old Bill Dalton had nary a sock, 

The cold wind blew and gave him a shock 

Bill, he asked that good old saint, 

To hunt some socks where he knows they 
ain't. 


Old Santa Claus looked all thro’ his box, 


\nd now Bill Dalton has a pair of sox. 


The above is to be sung to the tune of “Old 
Bill Dalton was a jolly old soul.” 

\ new company was made out of an old one 
during the month of December. The Lone 
Star Tool Co. was organized under the laws 
of Texas. It takes over the properties of 
the Romona Machine Co. and buys the shop 
at Electra. J. B. Hinkle is president; C. E 
Menzie, secretary and treasurer, and R. A. 
Painter is the vice president and general man 
ager. The capital stock is $50,000, all paid in 
Mr. Menzie is an experienced supply man and 
Mr. Painter is a practical shop man. This 
hespeaks success for this institution from the 
start. The officers are the board of direc 
tors. 

INTRODUCTION. 
The winter wind was howling, 

‘Twas a norther bleak and wild, 
The Oklahoma producer 
eotill nourished the Standard’s child. 
The child was fat and opulent, 

The parent weak and thin; 

For the child had leached his bosom: 

How they did him, was a sin. 

(The slave speaks.) 
Then up spake Patrick O’Neilus, 

“Over-production,” he said. 

“Stop drilling your lands and your leases, 
For the sword hangs over your head!” 
(The slave is answered.) 

I am the unarmoured David, 

With a pebble inclosed in my sling; 

You say, “don’t increase your production,” 

If you do, “our stingers will sting.” 

Heal thyself, O, old Doctor Quackery, 

Your “bull-con” no longer will go; 

And the sword hangs over your head, sir, 
lor the producers are in the KNOW. 


Doctor H. E. Peterson, E. M., A. M., Ph. D., 


a graduate of Copenhagen (wherever that 
is), has responded to the call of wanderlust, 


shaken the alkali dust from his pedals of the 
flowery State of California, and has cast his 
lot among the “tarrantlers,” centipedes and 
horned toads of Texas. “Pete,” as the doctor is 
called, is the one man who can pick up a 
stone, a common ordinary stone, and tell its 
relation to the one that knocked the block off 
old Goliath. The sermons that Shakespeare 
wrote about that were in the dornicks, Pete 
will dramatically preach. He treads lightly on 
this earth for fear of offending nature and her 
structural geology. We want to go on record 
here and new, and say we don't care whether 
Pete is an astronomer, a geologist, a philos- 
opher or a rough neck, we extend the glad 
mit to “yuh,” for we like your style, and you 
are style all the while. 


Mr. and Mrs. Roy Artley and “Bill,” their 
son, have returned from a two weeks’ visit 
to Mrs. Artley’s parents at Muskogee. They 
will make their home in the Kemp Apart- 
ments in the future. Their son Bill is a 
little careless about who he makes up with 
I saw him and Howard Robson billing and 
cooing in the corridors of the Westland 
Hotel. 


Paul Gage, vice president of the Lone 
Star Gas Company, was a visitor in Wich- 
ita Falls last week. 


I have just learned that C. E. Menzie 
had some trouble getting his charter for 
the Lone Star Tool Company. This was 
not because of the assets of the company, 
for they were heavy, but because he had not 
had his hair cut this winter. Just as soon 
as he had his hair cut the charter was 
granted. I| think that is taking an undue 
advantage of a man. The next thing we 
know, when we apply for a charter in Tex- 
as, we will have to have a health certificate. 

I’. I. Perkins, whose headquarters for the 
Pure Oil Company are at Tulsa, is a 
Wichita Falls visitor on business for the 
company. 

When the dying Caesar, at the foot of 
the statue of Pompey, looked up and saw 
his friend Brutus and said, “You Brute” 
or words meaning the same thing, I am re- 
minded to say to the former seologist of 
the S. P. in California, Mr. Exchecker 
Baker, “You too, Pink Whiskers.” Never- 
theless he has joined the Anderson staff of 
geologists that are employed by J. C. Yan- 
cey. But -let me say right here that I am 
for Yancey and his whole geological staff. 


Wichita Falls is winner in another manu- 
facturing establishment of drilling tools, 
mostly of the rotary variety. It is known 
as the Wichita Well works, and is not in- 
corporated. The men who are responsi- 
ble for this enterprise are J. B. Norris, for- 
merly of the American Well and Prospect- 
ing Company, of Corsicana, Texas, J. F. 
Immler and C. A. Benton. Being men of 
experience and character we see nothing 
but success in the future for the organiza- 
tion. Wichita Falls is lucky in having 
works of this character locate with her. 


W. G. LONG. 
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Deep Sand Wells Feature Gulf Coast 


Mansfield Gets 4,000 Barrel Well, Making 
That District Better Than Ever Before 


(By Special Correspondent.) 

HOUSTON, TEXAS, Jan. 3.—The most 
interesting feature of the Caddo and Mans- 
field district for December were the 2,500 
barrel well brought in by the Standard Oil 
Company on the Stiles lease, and a big well 
of 4,000 barrels in the Mansfield territory, 
by the Passadena Oil Company, this being 
the largest well so far brought in in this 
territory, putting Mansfield more substan- 
tially on the map as a real oil field than ever 
before. The rest of the development of 
these two fields was about normal, the 
production ranging from 3,100 to 3,400 bar- 
rels a day with 75 rigs running in the two 
fields. 

In the Gulf Coast fields the features of 
the month were in the deep sands. At Hum- 
ble, the Producers’ Company succeeded in 
rehabilitating the deep well brought in last 
month, in which the casing suddetily col- 
lapsed after a three days’ flow. It was 
started up the second time, flowing at the 
rate of 5,000 barrels. At Edgerly, a 2,500 
barrel well was brought in by the Gulf 
Company at 3,010 feet. And Sour Lake 
came forward with a flowing well, making 
800 barrels from the 2,000 foot sand. These 
deep wells are holding up well and aid very 
materially in keeping up the production of 
the various Gulf Coast fields. Wild cat 
operations were either very much hindered 
or shut down during the heavy rains. 

OIL CITY AND MOORINGSPORT.— 
Some twenty wells were completed in this 
part of the field during December, most of 
which ranged from 20 to 200 barrels. The 
\lamo got a 100 barrel well in the chalk at 
1.600 feet. Most of the production around 
Oil City and Mooringsport has come from 
the deep sands between 2,200 and 2,300 feet. 
\bout a mile above Oil City, near Caddo, 
the chalk rock appears and some very phe- 
nomenal wells have been secured, but the 
rich pay was found to be very streaked. 
During the month a well was developed in 
the shallow sand at 1,100 feet in this terri- 
tory, that will produce close to 150 barrels, 
and has started renewed activity again 
around the once famous Oil City. 

TREES.—Northwest of oil City the 
Standard Oil Company brought in two 
wells on the Stiles lease, one making 2,500 
barrels, and the other 400 barrels. The 
Gulf Company got an 800 barrel well on the 
same land. This has been one of the rich- 
est spots in the Caddo field, some of the 
wells in the early days making as high as 
20,000 barrels. This is a high gravity of 
oil, and it is very remarkable indeed how 
even these old-time wells are holding their 
production. About one-fourth of the pro- 
duction of the entire field is now coming 
from this territory, and the present price 
quotation is $1.10 per barrel. 

VIVIAN AND HOSSTON.—The South- 
western Gas & Electric Company brought 
in three gas wells from the shallow sands, 
one on the Evans farm making 4,000,000 
cubic feet, one near Oil City, and another 
on Pine Island, making 6.000.000 cubic feet. 


The N. O. Tyler's No. 10, on the Barr, has 
a showing for a good well, and is waiting to 
be put on the beam. The Vulcan O11 Com- 
pany got a 60 barrel well on the Owens. 
and at Hosston the Velvet Oil Company 
got a 100 barrel well on one of the town 
lots. The Big Four Oil Company got salt 
water in its No, 1 Merchani 

The Charles D. Hill No. 3 on the Church 
has increased its production to 170 barrels 
The same company is now drilling its No 
4 on the Church. The Clifton Oil Com- 


pany is the only company that has ventured 
across the railroad to the east. They have 
a showing for a well in the shallow sand 
and are waiting for a rig. This company 
has in a very short time secured a very 
fine production from the shallow sand, and 
last week sold their holding to a Ft. Worth 
capitalist for $75,000. This shows that the 
shallow sand territory is good money and 
attracting substantial attention. 

Monterey got an 850 barrel well from the 
deep sand, and a number of wells are now 
drilling in this territory. Southeast of Oil 
City the Lake Front Oil Company, com- 
posed of Birmingham people, has a rig up 
on section eight, and the Ruston Oil Com- 
pany is drilling on section seven, and the 
Houston Caddo Oil Company is drilling 
near the railroad in section twelve. It is 
rumored that several new wells will be 
started over on the Texas side shortly 
after the first of the year. 

MANSFIELD.—The sensation of the 
month was the big well of the Passadena 
Petroleum Company, on the Wemple farm 
This was the largest well that has so far 
been brought in in De Sota parish. This 
well was finished in deep sand about 2,350 
feet, and is a 43 gravity oil. The Gulf & 
Producers’ companies each finished up a 
well making 200 and 400 barrels, respec- 
tively, altogether bringing the production of 
the field up to about 5,000 barrels. The 
leases in this territory for miles around are 
largely owned by the Standard, Gulf and 
Passadena Oil companies, so that a large 
well does not precipitate the excitement 
that it usually does where there is greater 
competition. Twenty wells are now drill- 
ing, and several new derricks are being 
built. A number of gas wells were finished 
in the shallow sand. and three wells are 
drilling below 3,000 feet. 

SABINE PARISH.—wNothing new has 
been developed, and the Conewango Oil 
Company has given up their well at 3,100 
feet. Hertel et al has a fishing job at 3,200 
feet. The Passadena Company is making a 
test of 2.500 feet, and the Hutchison Com- 
pany has set six-inch at 2,400 feet. They 
seem to have a hard time finding the rich 
spot in this parish. 

In Red River county, Texas, the Dallas 
Caddo Oil Company is drilling at 1,750 feet, 
and the Red River Company, twelve miles 
north of Clarksville, is down 1,100 feet. 

FIELD NOTES. 

Charter has been secured tor the Valley 
Oil & Gas Company, with S. P. Shoen- 
berger as president, Oscar Shanks as vice 


president, and E. R. Ratcliff as secretary 
and treasurer. The State Consolation Com- 
mittee has secured ten acres around the 
once famous burning gas well that was re- 
cently killed by lubrication, and has leased 
the same to the Arkansas Natural Gas Com- 
pany; 25 per cent of the proceeds of the 
gas developed is to be applied to the ex- 
pense of killing the wild gas well, until the 
entire expense of $6,000 has been met. 
John O'Neal, of Humble, Texas, has ar- 
ranged to drill a well for Chicage- parties 
at Tennaha. These people have large hold- 
ings in this territory. The Kuston Oil & 
Gas Company is set up north of Ruston on 
the Huey farm, ready to begin drilling the 
first of the year. 
GULF COAST FIELDS. 

AT HUMBLE.—The most important de- 
velopnfent in this field was the bringing 
back of the big well by the Producers Oil 
Company in the eastern part of the field, 
known as the Carroll lease. This well, as 
noted last month, started off at an estimated 
capacity of 11,000 barrels, but for fear it 
would tear itself to pieces was soon pinched 
down to 6,000 barrels. Notwithstanding 
this caution, on the third day, strange as it 
may seem, both the six and eight inch cas- 
ing parted at 1,700 feet, and the well sanded 
up, and it was feared for a time that the 
well was lost. However, the company suc- 
ceeded in pulling out the six inch casing 
from the upper part of the hole and side- 
tracking the two bottom strings of casing at 
1,700 feet, drilled a new hole from there 
down to the 2,900 foot sand. in which the 
first well was finished. No sooner was the 
six inch set with the four and a half screen 
inserted than it started to flow again while 
the four inch was being removed, and is 
now flowing 5,000 barrels between the four 
and six inch casing. At this writing it is 
still flowing. Another well of the Pro- 
ducers’ nearby finished with two and a half 
inch screen in the same sand which started 
flowing at 2,000 barrels some four months 
ago, is still flowing, making close’ to 700 
barrels a day. It is becoming evident that 
this is a rich spot in the deep sand develop- 
ment. \ number of shallow wells were 
brought in during the month ranging from 
10 to 100 barrels each. 

SOUR LAKE AND SPINDLE TOP.— 
The most interesting development at Sour 
Lake was the completion of the Lake Oil 
Company’s well on the Jackson in the west 
part of the field, in the deep sand, at 2,000 
feet. The well is flowing 800 barrels of 
high gravity oil. This well has started a 
rush to this part of the old field, and a num- 
ber of wells at this writing are nearing the 
deep sand, and it is to be hoped that the 
pay may be spread over a _ considerable 
area, as the pay heretofore found in this 
sand has been of the narrow trend type and 
hard to follow. With no completions and 
no new wells drilling at Spindle Top the 
daily production is now below 2,000 barrels. 

BATSON AND SARATOGA.—Nothing 
new has been developed at Saratoga, but 
the production is holding up well. At Bat- 
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son several shallow wells were completed 
during the month, but they were all small 
producers. 


EDGERLY AND of 
these fields are in the southern” part of 
Louisiana and are the most recent devel- 
Nothing 
new has come from the Bland tield save 


opments in this part of the state 


that of hard luck and slow progress. The 
Terry Oil Company, after getting within 25 
feet of where the pay sand ought to be, 
twisted off the drill stem at 1,700 feet, and 
is now side-tracking, the progress has been 
exceedingly slow. Several other wells are 
drilling, but none so far have reached the 
deep sand. 

At Edgerly interest was again renewed 
when the Gulf Company brought in a 2,500 
barrel well from a depth of 3,010 feet. This 
being next to the deepest well in Louisiana, 
the discovery well at Bland being 3,130 feet. 
This new sand development at /Edgerly has 
taken the wind out of the sails at Vinton 
and other old tields, and ey ery available rig 
is being rushed into the Edgerly territory, 
and at this writing some dozen rigs are at 
work preparing to go after the deep sand 
if no shallow oil apears along the way. 

These deep wells at both Humble and in 
Louisiana will make it apparent that no 
thorough test has been made of any terrt- 
tory along the coast, unless tests have been 
made to a depth of at least 3,500 or 4,000 
feet. 

OLD FIELDS.—Nothing new has come 
from Jennings, Anse La Butte or the Welsh 
helds. At Goose Creek two good wells 
were finished at 1,200 feet, and one at 1,900 
feet, making 25 barrels. Markham was un- 
der water most of the month, and most of 
the drilling operation was shut down. It ts 
rumored that a deep test will soon be start- 
eo 3,500 feet, 


ed in this tield, prepared to 
unless a pay sand is encountered at a less 
depth. 

MEXIA is still drilling wells for eas 
in the shallow sand, but no further devel- 
opment in oil has been made. Yet it must 
be evident that in deeper sands and in 
other parts of the field. oil will yet be found. 
The floods have interfered very much with 
the recent development in this territory. 


WILD CAT OPERATIONS. 


At Pierce Junction nothing more than the 
slight showing of oil at 1,100 feet and the 
gas blow-out previously reported has been 
developed. One of the wells has pierced 
the salt 1,300 feet, and is now shut down 
at 1,750 feet, the last 450 feet being in rock 
salt. The other well is in hard sandstone at 
about the same depth, and both are shut 
down for the holidays. It is becoming evi- 
dent that they are working on the wrong 
side of the salt dome, to secure the much 
coveted fluid. 

Dr. P. S. Griffith is shut down in Mata- 
gorda county at 1,700 feet on account of 
the flood waters. Griffith and Burt are also 
shut down in Grimes county. The Motex 
Oil Company is drilling at 1,000 feet in rock, 
two miles northwest of Humble on the 
north side of the San Jacinto river. The 
Golden Flow Oil Company, in Jefferson 
county, is drilling at 3,200 feet. The Stati 
‘Brothers are getting ready to start another 
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well the first of the year near the old Day 
ton field in Liberty county. The oil in and 
near this oil field was found at 700 to OOO 
feet, and when properly tinished, made good 
producing wells. The Houston (il ¢ 

pany is down 2,900 feet in Tyler county, 
and the Producers’ Oil Company 1s sched 
uled to drill a well in Brazoria county neat 
West Columbia on the Hogg Track Phe 
Park Farm Oil Company, in Orange coun 


21 


ty, set four inch at 2,700 feet. and nothing 
farther has been reported 

With an occasional norther, winter rains 
and mud, it is to be hoped the brave wild 
catters will have something more substan- 
tial and encouraging to cheer them during 
the first month of the new year. At any 
rate, our hopes and wishes, not to say our 
fears, as well as the greetings for the new 


year, are with them 


People’s Natural Gas Will 
Drill World’s Deepest Well 


By Special Correspondent. 

PITTSBURGH, PA., Jan. 8—The past 
few weeks have been without spectacular 
developments. One of the month’s features 
has been the work in progess at the People’s 
Natural Gas Company's well on the Gary 
farm, near Burgettstown, Washington coun 
ty. Drilling was halted when the well tilled 
with water to the depth of 5,000 feet, but 
after considerable work it was baled out 
and drilling was resumed. The well has 
been cased to a depth of 6,320 feet and oi! 
men here claim that as it stands it is the 
deepest well ever drilled in the United 
States. Jt is proposed to go to a depth of 
8,000 feet if necessary, thus making it the 
deepest well in the world 

Encouraged by finding a small producer, 
the Broken Straw Oil Company intends 
drilling a number of wells in the Unionvill 
district, Butler county. J. A. Ehmer, of In 
stitute Hill, has struck a good producer in 
the third sand on the Birchbigler farm, neat 
Herman, Butler county Larkin & Walt 
man had drilled the well, and believing it a 
duster, they presented it to Ehmer ak 
shot the well and that evening 400 feet ot 
clear oil were found in the hole, indicating 
about a five barrel producer. John Lochrie, 
the Windber coal operator, is a newcomer 
in the Butler field, and he is interested in 
some promising developments in the Argen 
tine region. The Manufacturers’ Light & 
Heat Company, of Pittsburgh, spent a large 
sum in the Butler region this fall without 
running a barrel of oil, but the company is 
not discouraged and has started its No. 6 
on the McCandless farm in the East Butler 
district. The big Portman gas well par- 
tially made up the losses sustained by the 
Manufacturers’ Company in the unprotitable 
drilling of eleven wells. Several large pro- 
ducers have been reported from Perry coun 
ty, Ohio, the Ludovic Celadon Company 
taking the lead with a well good for about 
100 barrels a day. 

Pittsburghers had a tragic interest in the 
wrecking of the oil steamer Oklahoma off 
Sandy Hook in the recent Atlantic Coast 
storm, as the vessel, which was lost, to- 
gether with about 25 members of its crew, 
was owned by the Gulf Refining Company, 
of Pittsburgh. The Oklahoma was the 
largest tank steamer in the United States, 
being 411 feet long, having a beam of 55 
feet, a depth of 30 feet and a gross tonnage 
of 5,800. Its oil capacity was 2,520,000 gal- 
lons. The steamer was valued at $600,000. 

The Gordon Oil & Gas Company, of 
Pittsburgh, has secured a charter at Charles- 
ton, W. Va., and will drill for oil and gas in 


Weitzel county. The incorporators are Ar- 
thur Mendell, Henry H. Gerheim, J. W. 
Hulse, J. W. Boice and J. H. Atkinson, all 
of Pittsburgh 

REAL ESTATE MAN GETS OIL. 

\n oil development which attracted much 
attention among local business men was 
the strike of the Thompson Oil Company 
on the Marshall farm, at Hartzell station, 
on the Butler Short Line. The company 
was promoted and tinanced by John Copper, 
a local real estate broker, and associates, 
who had been unwilling to take stock, now 
see their mistake, as the well is producing 
close to 75 barrels a day. 

Land owners in the western part of Law- 
rence county are excited over a “wildcat” 
which was struck on the Welsh farm in 
Mahoning township. The well, which was 
drilled by A. M. Acre, of Grove City, and 
\V. J. Cameron, of Greenville, struck oil in 
the Berea sand. They have about 500 acres 
of land leased in the vicinity. 

W. W. MeFkarland, a prospector in the 
Sour Lake field, Texas, has written old 
friends at Fredonia, Pa., that he is one of a 
company of twenty men which has a new 
well doing 1,200 barrels. 

During 1913 the High Grade Oil Com- 
pany, at Bruin, installed upwards of $40,000 
worth of improvements and enlargements 
to its refining plant and pipe lines, consist- 
ing of stills, condensers, tanks and other 
equipment. Earnings of the past two quar- 
ters were used to pay for this equipment, 
yet the company recently declared the reg- 
ular dividend and gave $2.50 as a Christmas 
present to each employe 

It is the opinion of B. F. Forker, of the 
Oil Well Supply Company, at Oil City, who 
has just returned from a trip through AI- 
berta province, Canada, that the oil pro- 
duced there will not be of much proportion 
for some years at least. He found an 
abundance of gas in the districts visited, 
and also some oil of a paraffine base. 

The Wyckoff Oil & Gas Company recent- 
ly brought in a 1,500,000 foot gas well near 
Ridgway, Elk county. 

Little progress has been made by the 
Barnsdall interests in selling the gas hold- 
ings of the Pittsburgh Oil & Gas Company 
to a former Standard Oi! subsidiary for 
$1,400,000. This deal has been under way 
for several months and the stock has had 
several ups and downs in the local market 
because of the uncertainty of the sale. 

The South Penn Oil Company continues 
to get its share of West Virginia producers, 

(Continued on page 24) 
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What Common Carrier Pipe Lines Mean to Producers 


More Competition for their Oil— 
Where California Paper Stubs Its Toe 


lar be it from us to butt into some one 
else’s fight, but the usually able editor of 
the California Oil World has strayed far 
afield on the question of common carrier 
pipe lines, in his issue of December 25. 

California has had problems largely all 
its own, and THE NEWS has let them 
alone, save to hold the aggressive co-oper- 
ation of the California producers up to the 
rest of the producing world as an example 
to be followed. Besides, there have been 
more than enough problems elsewhere in 
the oil business to occupy our whole time 
and attention, and one of these is the mak- 
ing of pipe lines common carriers in fact. 

California’s big trouble has been toa 
much oil for the capacity of the market, 
and California has the same situation in 
front of it today in fuel oil that the rest of 
the country has in disposing of burning oil 

the selling of it for less than it actually 
costs. Just how much common-carrier-pipe 
lines-in-fact in California would relieve that 
particular condition we do not know—but 
probably not to any material extent at the 
present time, the difficulty being that Cali- 
fornia is restricted to a somewhat limited 
market; that is, a market within reasonable 
cost limits—compared with the other oil 
fields of this country. 

Looking at this situation from a market- 
ing standpoint the editor of the California 
Oil World evolved an idea to have fuel oil 
in California made a public utility by the 
state utilities commission, when, he argued, 
a price of cost of production plus a reason- 
able return on the investment could be 
fixed, the market developed properly and 
the supply conserved 

This is rather radical doctrine, but then 
we are somewhat inclined to radical views. 
llowever, we have our doubts that the 
scheme could be worked out from a prac- 
tical standpoint, but we are perfectly will- 
ing to leave that to the Oil World’s editor 
and view the results impartially. 

But this fuel oil public utility business 
got on the nerves of one ever faithful ad- 
herent of the common carrier proposition, 
to wit, Editor Moroney, of Okmulgee, 
Okla., who has been drawn and quartered 
by the big fellows for many yers for his 
belief. Moroney recently referred to the 
(il World’s dope as “twaddle,” whereat, in 
replying, the Oil World said, among other 
things: 

“Yet, the chief proponent of the common 
carrier idea, without whose help the idea 
could never have been embodied into law, 
has stated publicly that the measure will 
create competition among producers and 
bring about still cheaper oil. That will be 
true if advantage is ever taken of the law 
by producers.” 

WHO IS THE “PROPONENT?” 

Who the “chief proponent” in the eyes 
of the World is we don’t know. Probably 
the statement refers to the California situa- 
tion alone, and the recent enactment of a 
common carrier provision for pipe lines by 


the California legislature. It certainly 
could hardly apply to the national situa- 
tion, for the chief proponent, nationally 
speaking, lived so many years ago that his 
particular identity has been lost to his- 
tory. None of the “chief proponents” in 
our time have ever made such an admission, 
and we here speak of the federal and Last- 
ern states regulations, all of which came 
long before California started its agitation. 

But whoever the “chief proponent” is, the 
Oil World agrees with his alleged conclu- 
sions, that common carriers would make 
oil cheaper in particular reference to the 
oil of the producer thereof, which is very 
evidently the sense in which he uses his 
statement. To those conclusions we take 
most vigorous exception, speaking now gen- 
erally, as our remarks are to be considered 
save when we refer specilically to Calitor- 
nia. Californians, like New Yorkers, are 
prone to think of their state as comprising 
the country, or a fair part thereof, yet 
though California is big in oil production, it 
is really not anywhere near so important to 
the rest of the country at the present mo- 
ment as any one of the Eastern fields on 
whom the rest of the country must look for 
its supplies. 

All that common carriers, in fact, of pipe 
lines will do is to make natural the flow of 
oil from the wells to the markets. The re- 
sult of this in the price will be to equalize 
extreme and fictitious prices. The price to 
the producer might fall if the price to the 
producer is now fictitious; but there is no 
fear, or should not be, in the mind of any 
fair person, that common _ carriers— 
east of the Rockies, mind you—would re- 
duce the price to any producer. The de- 
mand is too great for this oil, more than 
the supply, considering the field as a whole, 
and disregarding the Standard’s present 
method of drawing on Illinois stocks and 
accumulating them in Oklahoma. The re- 
sult of universal common carriers east of 
the Rockies could only be a raising of the 
price to the Oklahoma producer who is to- 
day the “goat.” However, the Oklahoma 
producer might not get the entire margin 
between the present unreasonable rates and 
future reasonable pipe line charges, for it’s 
possible that the increased number of mar- 
keters in the consuming market and the 
equalizing of conditions, due to the intro- 
duction by Independent markcters of Okla- 
homa crude, might drop some of the re- 
fined oil prices in the East. That is a pos- 
sibility rather than a probability. 

WHAT IT WOULD DO. 

Just what the practical effect would be, 
speaking in cents per gallon, is pretty hard 
to say, but the chances are it would work 
out roughly as follows: Eastern refiners 
would run a great deal of Oklahoma crude 
as long as it was under the cost of Penn- 
sylvania crude, for the burning oil and 
gasoline. This would mean an increased 
supply of fuel oil in the Eastern markets 
which have not had a cheap fuel oil, save 


the still bottoms that Pennsylvania retiners 
have sold at any old price rather than 
throw away. With Oklahoma crude run 
in Pennsylvania there would be developed 
a real fuel oil market, and with the develop- 
ment of this market would come an in- 
creased draft on Oklahoma which would 
necessarily mean an increase in price of 
that crude. Pennsylvania crude would not 
decline in price because it gives a longer 
gasoline and naphtha cut than the Western 
crude—some Pennsylvania refiners today 
getting 33 per cent in the light end—and 
jurnishes the all-important paraftine base 
lubricating oil. The output of burning oil 
from Pennsylvania crude would be reduced 
by extension of the naphtha cut, by the 
making of turpentine substitute, 300 degrees 
oil, etc., and what little burning oil would 
be made would easily go for export. But 
the Oklahoma crude would fill a real need 
today because of its good burning oil, 
which could be put out at a profit, although 
a narrow one, it is true, whereas Pennsy]l- 
vania burning oil has been moving from the 
refinery for years at a dead loss of 2 and 
3 cents a gallon to the refiner, under cost 
of crude, cost of manufacture, etc. 

What common carrier in the East would 
mean is a far wider market supplied by a 
greater number of marketing units, all ot 
whom would have the same advantages. 
Some producers would develop into their 
own marketers, even to the extent of han- 
dling the refined product, while some would 
continue to be sellers to crude purchasers, 
but any man could be a crude purchaser. 
Iie would not have to be a multi-billionaire 
equipped with a “private” pipe line. Any 
time the production threatened to exceed 
the demand you would find the producers 
more energetic to increase their markets; 
any time the demand exceeded the produc- 
tion you would find the marketers more 
energetic to get their supplies. At such 
times there probably would be variations in 
price, but the point of the whole proposi- 
tion is that the producer would have the 
free opportunity to get a square deal and 
the fair market price for his product, and 
the marketer would have free access to his 
supplies. 

MAY BE MORE PLANTS. 

We don’t anticipate that there will be a 
refinery in every county through which pipe 
lines pass. There probably will be more 
refineries; probably a number of them will 
be conducted by men who don’t know the 
business. But unless these men learn the 
business they will fail, just as have men in 
the business before and just as men do in 
every other business under the sun. 

It’s possible that the price of crude oil 
will fluctuate more than it does at present; 
that the producer won’t be able to look at 
the pipe line bulletin board just once a 
week. There won't be that “stability” in 
the market that the Standard interests prate 
so much about. Why? Because some pro- 
ducers, at all events, will have sand enough 
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to be up and doing; some producers will be 
out selling their oil and probably buying 
their neighbors’ oil. 

If the producer wants to consider only 
his own physical convenience absolutely re- 
gardless of cost, then by all means common 
carrier: pipe lines in fact will be decidingly 
disturbing factors, but if the producer wants 
to have a chance to get what’s coming to 
him; to get a crack at what is really his 
own, then common carriers will do it. 

So-0-0-0, taking a long breath and getting 
back to the subject, our friend Fox, of the 
Oil World, is wrong when he says without 
qualification, that common carrier lines will 
make oil cheaper to the producer. Ven- 
turing into his dear California, we say he 
is wrong when speaking only in reference 
to the condition there. However, the 
chances are that they would not materially 
raise the price to the producer there at the 
start, and under present conditions. 

But common carriers IN FACT WILL 
permit the free flow of oil from the well to 
the consumer and will permit its flow to 
the highest markets and away from the 
lowest markets. In other words, the law of 
supply and demand will actually be allowed 
to operate, which it is not doing now nor 
never has since the Standard interests have 
been in the saddle, all the Standard mouth- 
pieces to the contrary notwithstanding. 

We hope Mr. Fox will investigate the 
subject beyond the confines of California, 
for we feel sure that such an investigation 
will convince him of the fallacy of his con- 


clusions. EDITOR. 


HE NEVER FAILS, 
SAYS THE “COLONEL” 

According to the Albany (Ind.) Chronicle, 
that city has the honor of entertaining in its 
midst the greatest oi] man who ever inhabited 
this earth. For, in a professional card carried 
in the Chronicle, it is stated—evidently by the 
“Colonel” himself—that “Col.” W. H. Shugart 
is “the greatest oil wizard of the twentieth 
century; accurately locates oil and gas; never 
has failed in any instance,” which certainly 
is some record even for a wizard. 

The “Colonel” must expect to limit his stay 
in Albany for he goes on to foretell the dis- 
covery in the coming summer of wells in the 
Albany field which will produce 4,000 barrels 
of crude per day, and Albany ccrtainly would 
not be a_ pleasant 
“Colonel” hi: 
true. 


abiding piace for the 


‘redictions should not come 


Grayville (Ill.) residents are much mystilied 
concerning the recent visit to that city of a 
man who gave the name of C. W. Harris, and 
claimed to be the representative of the Pub- 
licity Bureau of Philadelphia, Pa. 

Harris, if that. was his name, said his mis- 
sion in Grayville was to inform the public 
there that the Standard Oil Company had 
bottled up two wells in that neighborhood for 
the sole purpose of making the neighboring 
land owners believe their land was no good 
for drilling purposes, after which the S. O. 
expected to lease thousands of acres of terri- 
tory for almost nothing instead of paying 
what the land was really worth. 
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Standard Quietly Takes Low 
Gravity Oil in California 


(By Special Correspondent.) 
LOS ANGELES, Dec. 31.—By purchas 
ing the output of several concerns, which pr 
eighteen degrees in eravity, 


duce oil under 


the Standard Oil Co. during the past month, 


has apparently reversed the policy which it 
adopted about a year ago, of only buying 
lighter oil, and consequently has started a 


wave of speculation as to the probable sig 
nificance of its new attitude. A certain de 


gree of mystery has surrounded the move, 
which has been increased by the fact that the 
company has maintained silence regarding any 
change in its policy, nor has it provided in 
its schedule of prices new rates to fit the heavy 
product. Yet, at least three contracts stand 
as evidence that the big company now con 
siders that kind of oil worth buying. 

Some are inclined to think that the Standard 
has purchased the oil to avoid being forced 
to transport it when the new common-carriet 
pipe line law becomes effective. This conclu- 
sion is based largely on the fact that there is 
only a limited quantity of low-gravity produc 
tion in the state that has not found a market 
with the 


\gency, as in most cases, or with other con 


either Independent Producers’ 
since the Standard’s refusal longer to 
accept It is believed that the 
Standard might find it 
handle the surplus of heavy oil if forced to 


cerns 
the product. 
disadvantageous to 


under the limitations of the pipe line act, 
and that it has contracted for it to avoid such 
an event. In the case of each purchase, the 
contracts run for several years, it is under 
stood. 

Other parties scout the idea outlined in the 
foregoing and see the Standard’s action as 


boom 


hut a step in preparation for a coming 
in oil when prices for low-gravity will soar 
They ex- 


press the belief that the company is endeavor 


far above their present low level. 


ing to tie up as much as possible of the pro- 
duction in order to take advantage of this 
Again there are other oil men who express the 
belicf th:t the Standard will make use of its 
new ref ning process, by which it can extract a 
larger quantity of light products from low 
gravity oil. 
MAY CLOSE UNION DEAL. 

One of the most important events of the 
past month has been the arrival on this coast 
of Andrew Weir and R. Tilden Smith, who 
represent the English financiers who recently 
closed a deal for the control of the General 
Petroleum Co. They are here to inspect that 
concern’s properties, as well as to carry on 
negotiations with the Union Oil Co. 
that these negotiations may result in the con- 
summation of the deal, probably with cer- 
tain changes in the original agreement between 
the General Petroleum and the Union so that 
the minority stockholders may also benefit by 
Dissatisfaction has been ex- 


It seems 


the transaction. 


pressed on various occasions by minority 
stockholders of the Union because they were 
left out in the cold when an option was given 
on the control at $130 a share. Both the new 
English owners of* the General Petroleum, 
which has held the option on the Union con- 


trol. and the officials of the latter, now appear 


desirous of effecting a settlement of the deal, 
favorable to the minority holders. 

The people whom Weir and Smith represent 
include about 60 per cent of the shipping in- 
England, understood, 
control the patents on the Diesel 
explosion engine. 


terests of who, it is 
practically 
It being their desire to in 
stall engines of this type in their vessels, they 
wish to be assured of a sufficient oil produc- 
tion to supply their needs, and this has actu 
ated them in their desire to obtain control 
General Petroleum and the Union. 
The Union Oijl Co., 


necessary 


which has found it 
to strengthen its financial position, 
has just passed its January dividend. The 


company has now made no disbursements since 
last July, dividends at the rate of 
7.2 per cent per annum were suspended. It 


is announced, 


when 


however, that dividends will be 
resumed next July on a minimum basis of 4 
Owing to the unsettled 
financial conditions, the Union has not been 


per cent per annum. 
able to put out additional capital stock which 
is required by the growth in its business, and 
this is the principal reason assigned for the 
policy which has been adopted of strength- 
ening the company’s position by ceasing to pay 
dividends and using the thus saved 
to reduce the bonded indebtedness. 
SHUT IN WELLS. 

\hout 15,000 barrels daily average oil pro- 
shut in at points. in Kern 
River and Coalinga oil fields during the past 
two months. In River field most of 
the oil gravity, and the Associated 
Oil Co. has been the chief company to sus 
pend production. In Coalinga field the Royal 
Dutch-Shell combine has been capping the 
wells on the California Oil Fields, Ltd., and 
W. K. properties, which it recently purchased, 
owing to the fact that the contract 
these concerns had 


money 


duction has been 


Kern 


is heavy 


which 
Standard will 
\s yet the combine has made no 


with the 
soon expire. 
definite arrangements for building a pipe line 
or refinery. 

The Associated has been shutting in its wells 
to conserve the oil for use on the Southern 
Pacilic Railroad during the exposition year, 
when traffic will be unusually heavy. A num- 
ber of other companies have followed suit in 
the hope that prices for heavy oil will advance 
at a not far distant date. 

Despite the shutting in of this large pro- 
duction, the output of the state continues to 
maintain its abnormal proportions, owing to 
new gushers in the various fields. The Stand- 
ard Oil Co. has one well in Fullerton field 
which has been averaging daily for two months 
9,000 barrels of 28 gravity oil. 


Rene Deffez, Lafayette, La., was severely 
burned about the head and shoulders recently 
when he held a lighted lantern over the man- 
hole of a tank car to see how near empty 
it was. Deffez was pumping crude oil from 
the car into a storage tank and the car was 
almost empty when he introduced the lantern. 
Nothing was damaged except his appearance, 
and the peace of mind of residents dwelling 
nearby, some of whom thought the world had 
come to an end when they heard the explosion. 
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WILL DRILL LARGEST WELL 


(Continued from page 21) 
one of the latest being a well of 200 bar 
rels daily in the Blue Creek tract 


The National Fireprooting Company has 


not made much of a success in the oil busi 
ness, three of the test wells drilled in the 
Ilockinge county, Ohio, field having been 


near-failures, one only doing & barrels daily, 


and the other two. still uncertain The 
company is carrying out its original pro 
naking tests because rival 


companies have some good wells near Hay 


denville, but thus far the experience has 


cost the hireproo ne tirm about $20,000 
Phe stock is not nearly so active as it was 
when the company’s tirst well came in, early 


reports placing it at 200 barrels daily 

\t Charleston, W. Va., a charter was 1s 
sued to the Rockwood Oil Company, of 
Pittsburgh, which will have its chief opera 
tions in Kansas. The company has $10,000 
capital, and the incorporators are C. Ed- 
ward Keck and ¢ \. Haas, local real estate 
men; J. W. Brass, George Hughey and John 


Price, also of Pittsburgh 
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David Porter Reighard., a veteran oil Oop 


erator and banker, dicd at his home here 


December 9 last He had been in failing 
health two years. Coming to Pittsburgh 
from Bedford county in the seventies, Mr 


Reighard acquired possession of the Empire 
Oil Works, which retinery he operated 1 

several yeawrs Later he was associated with 
B. Widener and Wilham L. Elkins 
both of Philadelphia, in the ownership and 
operation of the Globe Retining Company 
and the Atlantic Pipe Line, both plants 1 
ing sold later to the Standard Oil Company 


Mr. Reighard then became interested in lo 
cal railroad, light and telephone companies, 
being vice president of the Duquesne Light 
Company, which is a part of the Philadel 
phia Company, the traction-gas-light cor 
poration of this city. Mr. Reighard’s many 
acts of kindness never reached the public or 
even his close friends, but he is known to 
have helped fully a score of young men and 
women to enter college On March 6 
1880, he married Isabelle Lytle, of New 
Haven, Pa. and his widow and several 


brothers and sisters survive 


Oil Men Who 


Have Passed On 


Frank B. Painter, well known in every 
U.S. oil field, died at his home in Bavaria, 
N. Y., Dee. 2, aged 49. Had operated in 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Ohio, and 
North Texas, being one of the first men in 
terested in the Spindletop tield 

Thomas Quirk, engineer in charge of the 
Prairie Oil & Gas Company's pumping sta 
tion at Jenks, Okla., died suddenly in Tulsa, 
Okla., Dec. 5, aged 61 Besides extensive 
service in all the Eastern fields, Quirk had 
spent some time in South American oil ter- 
ritory. 

David Reighard, for many years identi- 
fed with Pennsylvania oil interests, died 


at his Pittsburgh home Dee. %, aged 70 


Judd R. Ulrich, Warrendale, Va., opera- 


tor, died Dec. 6 from injuries received the 
meht before when he was pinned under an 
automobile. 

Carl Helgerson, 30, fell from the top ot 
derrick on which he was working in the 
Lost Hills, Cal., held, striking on the rotary 
table below. He was killed instantly 

W. H. Walters, aged 19, who fell from 
the top of a 55 foot derrick in the Electra, 
Texas, field, about a month before, died at 
Klectra, Dee. 11. from his injuries 

Frank McChesney, for many years en- 
gaged in the producing business in Penn- 
sylvania and Ohio, died at Woodstield, ©., 
Dec. 8, aged 40 

William Royce, superintendent of the 
Kinley Oil Company and for many years 
connected with the Angel Oil Company, 
died at his home in Clarksville, N. Y., Dec 
4, aged 51. His wife, three daughters and 
two sons survive him. 

Jere M. Grosh, for many years railroad 
agent at different points in the Pennsylvania 
field, and widely known among oil men 
died at home of son, St. Marys, Pa., Dec 
8, while there on a visit. His home was in 


Ridgeway, Pa 


W. Jj. Ruan, a lifetime operator in the 
Pennsylvania fields, died at home in Pitts 
burgh, Pa. Dee. 7, aged 71. Had retired 
from active operations some years ago be 


cause of failing health 


Franklin Brown, Civil War veteran and 
wealthy oil producer, died at home near 
North Baltimore, Ohio, Dec. 9, aged 77 
Wife and six children survive him 

H. T. Burkett, aged 43, was instantly 
killed by the bursting of a sand reel while 
drilling on a well near Robinson, Il When 
he lost control of the bailer, it started down 
with terrific force, and a casting struck him 
on the head, killing him instantly. Wife 
and one daughter survive him. 

W. W. Webster, old time refiner, and at 
the time of his death representing the Sun 
Oil Company at Port au Prince, Haiti, died 
there recently. 

A. D. Morrow, superintendent of the 
Union Pipe Line Company, died at home 
in Bolivar, N. Y., Dec. 16, aged 70. Previous 
to his connection with the Union, had been 
superintendent of the Columbia Pipe Line 
Company. Survived by wife and four chil 
dren. 

George B. Bloomer, /}radford, Va., died 
Dee. 16, aged 70, from injuries received 
the previous day while working on_ his 
lease near Pratt Hollow He was found 
unconscious on the floor of the boiler house 
and did not recover sufficiently to tell how 
the accident happened 

Patrick Burke, widely known oil opera- 
tor, died at his home in Karns City, Pa., 
Dec. 2, aged 65, following an illness of a 
week with heart trouble Wife and six 
children survive 

Peter M. Smith, prominent oil and lum- 
her operator in Warren county, Pa., died at 
home near Warren, Dec. 30, aged &1. Wife 
and four children survive him 


R. W. McConnell, well known in Penn- 


Cleveland, O. 


sylvania and West Virginia oil circles, and 
father of Perey McConnell, prominent Mid- 
Continent operator, died in Kansas City, 
Mo., Dec. 28. He had been in poor health 
for a long time. 

Hiram T. Breeze, kixford, Pa., extensive 
oil producer in the early days of the Oll 
Creek and Pithole excitement, died Dec. 24, 
aged 71. Wife and two sons survive him. 

Joseph Costetter, Kansas City, Mo.. dril 
ler in the Wann, Okla., field, was literally 
roasted alive Dec. 26, when escaping gas 
ignited and enveloped him in flames. He 
lived but a few minutes. 

Silas G. Hamilton, o1] well contractor at 
Petrolia, Pa. until a few years ago, when he 
moved to Bolivar, N. Y., died there Dec 
21, aved 66. Leaves a wife, three daugh 
ters and three sons. 

James T. Hadley, widely known among 
oil men through his connections with the 
lrick-Reid Supply Company, and the Jos 
Reid Gas Engine Company, of which he 
was a director and secretary and treasurer 
respectively, died at home in Oil City, Dec 
28, aged 40. 

John Potts, pioneer operator in the Oil 
Creek, Butler and Bradford, Pa., fields, died 
suddenly at Pesotum, IIL, Dec. 29, aged 73. 
While his home was at Natrona, Pa., for 
some years he had been living in Robinson, 
11] 

Ralph Gillespie, pioneer operator in the 
Petrolia, Ontario, tield, died recently in 
Spokane, Wash. When oil was discovered 
in Ontario, he was clerking in a dry goods 
store With several others, Gillespie got 
hold of a lease and started a wild cat and 
when the well came in, for a time he was 
the “Coal Oil Johnny” -of Petrolia. For 
some vears he had been engaged in mining 
operations in the West. 

George W. Fair, inventor of the Fair ele- 
vator for tubing and casing, and only re- 
cently, of an improvement on the original 


Dec. 


invention, died at home in Butler, | 
25, aged 84. Wife, six sons and two daugh- 
ters survive him. 

Worthy Clark, one of the first oil refiners 
and an early associate of Col, Oliver Payne 
and Harry W. Payne, died at home in 
Cleveland, Ohio, Jan. 3, aged 0&8. Clark was 
amone the men forced out of the oil busi- 
ness in Cleveland after the Standard O1l 
Company was organized. 


SEEK PIPE LINE ‘TO 
KANSAS OIL FIELDS 
The Arkansas City, Kans., Commercial Club 
has taken up the proposition of constructing 
a pipe line from the Ponca and Newkirk pools 
in the Arkansas City fields, 18 or 20 miles 
from Arkansas City, to that place. At a re- 
cent meeting of the club, L. C. Mann, who 
is heavily interested in the Ponea Co-Operative 
Oil Company, and A. J. Lesh, of the Lesh Oil 
Company, told of the advantages of such a 
pipe line, which it was estimated, for a three 
inch line, would cost from $25,000 to $30,000. 
The promoters of the pipe line scheme hope 
that its construction would lead eventually to 
the erection of a retinery at Arkansas City to 
take care of the crude from the Ponca and 
Newkirk pools, from which at the present 
time, the Santa Fe is the only outlet. 
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Service 


When you're not dead sure what to do about it 


Get an Oil Well Supply Branch Store on the phone 


and put your troubles up to them. 


It's the r business to 


It’s good business for us to help you 
eet that hole down the cheapest and 
best way, for the more holes you put 


down and the more oil and gas you get, 


the more business we can do. 


We positively can't) make money 


unless YOU, the producers, make it 


FIRST. 


General Offices: 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 


know how and what. 


That's why “Oilwell” Service is at 


vour command at any hour of the day 
or night—-just ring up our store mana- 
eer—he'll answer with a glad smile and 
the best ‘dope’ we've been to 
get after years of making and selling a 
complete line of oil well) supplies in 


every field in the world. 


Supply Co. 


A Store in every 
Oil Center 


“OILWELL” 


(Registered) 


$2.00 a Year—20c a Copy 
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Do You Mind Doing Us a Favorr 


This is such a particularly good number of ‘THI NEWS, and 
especially of the Oil Producers’ Section, with its separate cover and 
all, will you take the trouble to speak of the paper to some friend 
of yours who is interested in oil and if possible, after you have fin- 


ished with the paper hand this copy to him. 


You have found the paper of interest and of value to you and 
we know it would be to any of your friends who may not now be 
getting it. So by calling it to their attention you would not only 
be doing them a favor but also ourselves. We want as many of 


vour friends for readers as possible. 


For the convenience of you and your friend we print a sub- 
scription blank at the bottom of this page. All your friend has to 
do is to tear it out, sign it and, enclosing $2 for one vear or $5 for 


3 vears subscription, mail it to the paper. 


Thanking vou, we are 


The National Petroleum News 


Date 


The National Petroleum News. 


Rose Building 


Cleveland, O. 


Find enclosed two dollars for one year (or $5.00 for 3 years) for which 
send the NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS. 


Name 
Street Address 
City or Town 


State 


Printed in two sections. 


One containing producing news alone for the 
oil producer and those interested in production. 


One containing general oil news, some pro- 
ducing, refining and marketing, and 
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TULSAS ZADVANTAGES' FOR THAT 
GOVERNMENT: REFINERY 


Rail rate to S*Louis — INDEPEWENTS PAY der bud 
line Qst to SeLouis— B-O-€ only 

TOTAL PROFIT on kahomas Production — 34,000," per dey | 
Rail rate lo Gulf Gast ( txporroi wee) Okla Refiners poy~ (2 er bbl 


Pipe line to Gulf Cmpelilars pay = 4.5. 


722 800 


y 
Y Subscriptions the “ADVANTAGE” fund Solicited from Wy 


Washington Thinks Pipe Line Will be Built 


Government Engineers Report Favorably 
on Plan of Navy to Have its own Fuel Oil 


By Special Corespondent. is deemed the larger question of national  gines are installed. They include four battle- 
WASHINGTON, D. C.. Feb. 11.—An policy. 


establishment whereby the United States navy 
will be rendered independent of commercial 
oil wells, pipe lines and refineries now seems 
as certain as that no more coal-burning ships 
will be built for any modern navy. Whether 
Congress will make provision for rendering 
the navy independent of the present commer- 
cial organizations this year or next is a ques- 
tion that can be answered by any man who is 
apt in forecasting what party leaders will do 
with legislative propositions. 

Everybody in the navy, from Secretary 
Daniels down to the youngest junior officer 
at all concerned with the fuel supply problem, 
is convinced that, as a matter of national 
policy, the navy should be allowed to equip 
itself with a supply of oil lands, pipe lines and 
a refinery. The question as to whether the 
government should go into competition with 
private capital is being subordinated to what 


The fundamental proposition is that oil is 
going to be the fuel of all naval ships here- 
after. Some of the coal-burning ships may 
not be converted into oil burners but no more 
coal-burners will be built. This year the 
navy will need 400,000 barrels of fuel oil; 
next year the requirement will be 700,000 
barrels and the year thereafter 1,000,000. 

The rising price of fuel oil, amounting as 
it does to nearly, if not quite, fifty per cent 
during the past year, is what drove the officers 
having charge of the machinery of the ships 
to a consideration of the advisability and 
feasibility of the government acquiring oil 
lands for development, a pipe line to get oil 
to a refinery and a refinery wherewith to take 
out the gasoline so that the navy would have 
the kind of oil best suited for its purpose. 

At this time the government has eighty ships 
under construction in which oil-burning en- 


ships, forty-one destroyers, thirty submarines, 
one monitor, three tank ships and one sub- 
marine tender, not to mention tugs and smaller 
craft bringing the total well up toward one 
hundred. This little extract from the testi- 
mony of Rear Admiral Robert S. Griffin, chief 
of the bureau of steam engineering, given 
before the House naval affairs committee on 
January 13, tells why the navy department is 
sO anxious to render itself independent of 
commercial oil organizations: 
ADMIRAL FAVORS PLAN. 

“We are equipping all of our ships to burn 
oil, and there is another question in connec- 
tion with that which you should understand, 
and that is that we are not building them so 
that we can return to coal if it were necessary. 
In other words, we are not making the boiler 
rooms as large as they should be for burning 
coal, and therefore if it should become neces- 
sary to stop burning oil we would be in a 
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very bad way. Now, we can not get hold of 
the oi] lands that have been reserved in Cali- 
fornia, because there is litigation in regard to 
them. It seems to be the general impression 
that we will not get one section of that land, 
nd the others are in dispute. Recently the 
secretary had two officers from the Bureau of 
Engineering visit the oil fields. The: 
went into the subject very thoroughly and in 
igated it as carefully as they could to 
ascertaim as near as possible what it would 
produce oil, and after making all 
possible allowances and taking the very high 
est price of production the conclusion was 
reached that we could ease oil lands and 
produce our own oil for practically nothing 
In other words, that the by-products, gasoline, 
paratine, and things of that kind, which we 


would get from the oil would pay the operat 


meg expenses and the lease of the land’ 


Phe next day Admiral Griffin) emphasized 
the fact that the coal-burner is a thing of the 
pas He os that a supply of oil is an 

solute necessity Phe coal-burning ships 
are being put into reserve, which is the first 


step toward putting them off the navy list alto- 
gether. Next year two exclusive oil-burning 


battleships will be put into commission. They 


his question of a supply of fuel, inde- 
pendent of the ordinary commercial organiza- 
tions, was brought to a head by the investi- 
gations of Commander David F. Boyd, who 
made investigations and calculations on various 


kinds of oil establishments for the navy. The 


navy is now paying $1.39 for fuel oil. Under 
the most adverse circumstances Boyd figured 


that the navy should be able to get its oil at 
#3 cents per barrel and under the most favor- 
able it should be able to get it without any 
cost whatever, other than the interest on an 
investment of about $9,000,000. 

In his investigations Boyd turned his eyes 
to the oil lands of the Osage Indians and 
imagined the government with a field of oil 
at its command in Oklahoma, with a pipe 
line either to Port Arthur, Tex., or Baton 
Rouge, La., both of which places are the 
sites of refineries which in themselves suggest 
that Port Arthur and Baton Rouge are places 
where the refining may be done at a minimum 


cost 


\bout three weeks ago Secretary Daniels 
designated Boyd, and Secretary Lane desig- 
nated Indian Commissioner Cato Sells, a com- 
mittee to take testimony as to the advisability 
and feasibility of the navy going into the oil 
business to the extent of supplying itself with 
fuel enough for its own needs. Since that 
time they have been holding secret hearings at 
which independents and men who are closely 
allied with the Standard QOuil interests have 
been the witnesses. 
HEAR FROM PRODUCERS. 

Within the week Theodore N. Barnsdall 
has been before the committee. Some time 
before he appeared before Messrs. Boyd and 
Sells, Secretary Daniels and Chairman Pad- 
gett had a conference with an oil man who 
offered to sell his interests to the government 
for $20,000,000. Mr. Padgett told the com- 
mittee about the conference but declined to 
give the name. It is suspected that the man 
who made the offer is Mr. Barnsdall. On 
February 6 two Oklahoma independents, A. E. 


Watts and F. E. Gillespie, appeared before 
Sells and 


3oyd, and on February 9 H. V. 


NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS 


loster, of the Indian Territory [Illuminating 
Oil Company, told them what he thought about 
the proposition. On the evening of February 
9 more independents were heard by them. 

The oil men were asked not to tell what 
took place behind the closed doors because 
the national policy was under consideration 
and, while Americans might be entitled to 
know what was going on, foreigners would 
get the information that was not intended for 
circulation outside of the United States. 

When Boyd and Sells have heard the views 
of men in the business they will take a trip 
to the oil country to hear testimony as to 
the probable effect the entry of the govern- 
ment into this line of business will have upon 
the commercial conditions in the oil country, 
because the most favored proposition involves 
the production of by-products which, to make 
the whole operation a success, will have to be 
sold to the public 


Naturally the government officials are not 
desirous of destroying the investment of any 
company. But it is figured that if it remains 
in the market as a buyer of oil, instead of 
producing, piping and refining for its own use, 
investments will be made in meeting the extra 
demand which would become losses in_ the 
event that hereafter the government found it 
necessary or desirable to go into the business 
of providing itself with a supply of fuel oi] 
and paying the expenses by making products 
that would have to be sold to the public 
Commander Boyd in making up the figures 
which Admiral Griffin submitted to the House 
naval affairs committee, did not consider the 
broad general question of the effect the gov- 
ernment’s entry in the business might have up- 
on the trade generally. He was concerned only 
in showing how it might be possible for the 
government to keep from paying out immense 
sums of money by getting a supply of oil for 
itself before the commercial world became 
accustomed to having the navy’s money spent 


in the fuel oil market. In his report he said: 


Cleveland, O. 


“During the last fiscal year the navy used 
about 400,000 barrels of oil. Its use is steadily 
increasing, inasmuch as all new destroyers, 
submarines, and battleships are to use oil only, 
and for the next fiscal year the estimate is for 
over 700,000 barrels. In another year it will 
be a million or more barrels, and the amount 
under normal 
peace conditions; under war conditions there 


will steadily increase. This 


might be periods when we would be using at 
the rate of five or six times that quantity. 

“We are now paying $1.39 a barrel for oil 
at Port Arthur, and the best information ob- 
tainable points to a further increase in price. 

“The following information regarding the 
cost of production of oil was prepared by 
Lieut. Commander D. F. Boyd, United States 
Navy, an officer of the Bureau of Steam En- 
gineering, who has devoted much time to the 
study of the subject, supplemented by careful 
investigation of conditions in the oil-producing 
territory and at the pipe line terminals, and 
is believed to be as accurate a presentation of 
the case as it is possible to make at this time 
The figures are based on a consumption of 
1,000,000 barrels a vear. 


ANALYSIS OF THE COST OF FUEL 
OIL 


“There are submitted four different esti- 
mates of the cost per barrel of fuel oil, viz: 

“First. The cheapest and most favorable 
estimate under the best circumstances—good 
luck in the selection and drilling of lands, 
use of own pipe lines, and efficient manage- 
ment. 

“Second. Same, except the oi! to be piped 
by a common carrier and not by a government 
owned line. 

“Third. The largest and most unfavorable 
estimate of production—high bonus of leased 
lands, low average of luck in drilling; but 
oil to be piped by a government owned pipe 
line. 

“Fourth. Same as third, except oil to be 
piped by a common carrier and not by a gov- 
ernment owned line. 
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COST OF ONE BARREL OF FUEL OIL (1.4 BARRELS OF CRUDE.) 


Estimates. 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
Producing and maintenance of production.... $0.336 $0.336 $O.854 $O.854 
Gathering and pipe line costs ................ 256 S840 256 840) 
168 168 168 168 
Sales of gasoline and kérosene... ee 1.430 1.430 1.450 1.430 
Free, plus Free, plus Free, plus 
Cost per barrel fuel oil........ $0.67 $0.086 $0.152 $32 


(Present price of fuel oil, $1.39.) 


Initial Expense of Leasing Land, Drilling, 
Laying Pipe Line, and Erecting Refinery 
to Secure These Profits 


barrels of oil per day, carried for others as 
common carriers: 


Profit on oil used by navy ......... $ 670,000 


“Scheme No. 1 (government to lease and Protit on oil transportation 364,006 


drill lands, lay pipe line to Gulf, and erect 


a retinery) : 


Profit per annum .......... $1,034,000 


Lease of land $ 500,000 
Gatl 900,00 free oil thereby (a saving of $1,400,000), and 
athering an runk Ss 4,000,000 . 
can also pay oft initial costs in 9 years 
fopping plant and terminal ........ 542,000 
(b) Using estimate No. 2 (cheapest costs, 
no pipe line) : 


“Scheme No. 2 (government to lease and Profit on oil used by navy........ Tyee 


drill lands and erect refinery, but not to lay “It therefore appears that the navy gets fre¢ 


pipe lines) : oil under this scheme (a saving of $1,400,000) 


$ 500,000 and also a meager profit. 
3,900,000 “(c) Using estimate 3 (highest costs, but 
Topping plant and terminal 542,000 = government pipe line) : 
— Profit on oil used by navy ........ $152,000 
$4,992,000 Profit on oil transportation ....... 364,000 


TOTAL SAVINGS OR EXPENSES 
UNDER THESE TWO SCHEMES. 


“(a) Using estimate No. 1 (cheapest costs ) “It therefore appears that the navy gets 


S516.000 


and estimating on protits from handling 16,000 — free oil under this scheme (a saving of $1,400, 


000), and can also pay off the initial costs in 
18 years. 
“(d) Using estimate 4 (highest costs and 
no pipe line) 
Cost to government of oil for navy... .$432,000 
“It therefore appears that the navy gets 
oil at a saving of about $1,000,000 per year 
over the present purchase system (contract). 
“Resume.—It is apparent from the fore- 
going that the saving to the government under 
the most unfavorable estimate is $1,000,000 
better than present conditions. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 

“It is apparent, then, that the government 
(should it produce its own oil) should save 
the large profit of pipe line transportation now 
accruing to the pipe line companies by building 
its own pipe line 

“This can not be done instantly, however. 
To successfully operate a pipe line contracts 
for handling a full line amount of oil must 
be secured before the pipe line is laid. (The 
amount used by the navy will be but one-fifth 
of the full line capacity; the other four-fifths 
of the space can be used in piping oil as a 
common carrier ) 

“The navy must also secure its own produc- 
tion—secure leases, drill, and get and main- 
tain its own supply—prior to building its own 
pipe line and to erecting a refinery. 

“For this purpose it is advisable to get an 
appropriation of $500,00@ to secure a lease of 
a modest amount of land as a beginner—say 
a quarter section of highly probable land; the 
remainder of the $500,000 to be used in drilling 
and in the acquiring of additional land at the 
best judgment of his manager in the field. The 


power plant on your lease? 


THE EMERY MACHINE 


BRADFORD, PA. 


With the price of Crude Oil higher than it has been in over seventeen years, and with ‘‘ good times” ahead for 
the PRODUCER, don’t you think that this is the proper time to commence figuring with us on the installation of a 


OUR TERMS ARE EASY—TIME OR CASH 
Consider, also, the Fuel Economy by the Use of the Emery Gas Driven Air Compressor 
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acquiring of land can thus be done in a com- 
mon sense manner, and the expansion of the 
oil operations can be developed in a natural 
and logical manner. 

“Additional Authority.—It must be under- 
stood that the profits depend upon the au- 
thority to sell the gasoline and kerosene dis- 
tillates from the oil, also authority must be 
given to sell the fuel oil at the wells until the 
refinery is established. In brief, the govern- 
ment must have the same rights as any com- 
pany beginning operations therein. 

“Operations in California——The time is not 
yet ripe for any recommendations for pro- 
ducing in California. The titles of lands in 
the navy petroleum reserves are not clear, and 
the outcome of the suits for recovery of lands 
therein from the Southern Pacific can not be 
foreseen. Moreover, the status of lands will 
be influenced by the future decision in the 
Midwest Oil Company case, which will de- 
termine the status of claims at the date of 
the order of withdrawal from entry of these 
lands 

“No complete investigation of claims has vet 
been made by the General Land Office, which 
must be done before the Navy Department can 
with justice begin any operations therein 
\gain, much of the oil lies deep in the ground, 
which imposes an unfavorable highly 
speculative condition. 

“Probably the most logical method of begin- 
ning operations in California is to await the 
outcome of the present suits for recovery of 
oil lands, and in case of decision favorable to 
the government to take over the developed 
lands which may revert to the government as 
additional portions of the navy petroleum re- 
serves.” 


SEE GOOD IN A 
GOVERNMENT LINE 
By Special Correspondent. 

BARTLESVILLE, OKLA., Feb. 10.— 
Many Oklahoma papers are taking the stand 
that the proposed government pipe line would 
be a good thing and see in it a possible means 
of obtaining a better price for their crude. 
They argue that it will force the Prairie Oil 
& Gas Company to pay a better price for the 
oil it purchases, or the government line can 
be called on to transport the product. 

The line proposition has enough backers in 
Oklahoma to make it appear as though the 
project would terminate in some good, even 
though a barrel of oil is never run through 
it. Editor Moroney of the Okmulgee Demo- 
crat has gone so far as to already declare the 
line a common carrier. Brother Moroney is 
for it from the wire and is furnishing enough 
arguments in his paper to convince the most 
skeptical that it is just what the country 
needs. He can see a new epoch in pipe line 
proilems if the line is built and swears it 
would be a good thing for everyone con- 
cerned 

There are a few who seem to take the matter 
as a joke, but the government built the Panama 
Canal after others had tried it and _ failed. 
There is nothing too big for the government 
and there is nothing the Oklahoma oil pro- 
ducer would like to do more than take a swipe 
at the present large marketing concerns. So 
whether or not there is enough back of the 
proposition to make it worth while the Okla- 
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homan will give it his backing and a few of 
them are in Washington this week to see that 
the department representatives overlook none 
of the good bets. 

It is the intention, as near as can be learned, 
to acquire Osage lands and develop them in 
such a manner that a steady production will 
be had for years to come. By the picking up 
of a large acreage in proven territory and 
the drilling of only enough wells to maintain 
a regular output, the government can be 
assured of its own production for many a day. 
In case the department does not care to go 
into the producing business, it is argued that 
with a small premium over the regular market 
price enough oil can be secured from inde- 
pendents to insure all the oil the government 
needs. Either way would work to the satis- 
faction of Oklahoma oil producers 

If the government can build a line and make 
It profitable at a certain price—granting it 
purchases the oil in the open market—there 
is a likelihood that in time to come it may 


Cleveland, O. 


Govern- 
ment owned railroads, telephone lines, steam- 
ship lines and the like are not entirely out of 
the range of possibilities and if there is to be 
anything stirring in this particular direction 
the Oklahoma oil producer would like to be in 
on the ground floor. There was a time when 
they said it was almost impossible to elect 
a Democrat president, but from all appear- 


see fit to operate all the pipe lines. 


ances times are changing and the men being 
put into office are changing with the times. 
What was considered impossible a few years 
ago is merely a light task for some of the 
present-day generation, and the fact that the 
government sees fit to look into the feasibility 
of obtaining its own oil is not startling nor 
has it a Socialistic tendency. At any rate 
whether the line to the Gulf is a good thing 
from an economical standpoint makes little 
difference, but there is one thing as sure as 
taxes and that is the majority of producers in 
Oklahoma are willing to bet their shirt that the 
proposition is a go from the bell. 


Osage Lease Gets Back . 
in Oklahoma’s Lime Light 


By Special Correspondent. 

BARTLESVILLE, OKLA., Feb. 10.— 
The recent visit of Indian Commissioner Sells 
to Oklahoma was heralded as the entering 
wedge in the solution of the Osage lease mat- 
ter, the “big acreage” going under the hammer 
in 1916. The old Foster lease expires on 
March 17, that year, and everybody who has 
an interest in the nation is wondering just 
what end of the horn he will be squeezed 
through. To make him more anxious Commis- 
sioner Sells passed the word that he would 
have to let the lease matter rest until he had 
some of the probate attorneys on the eastern 
side of the state tamed to a point where they 
would be willing to take a case into court and 
insure the client his liberty after his funds 
were exhausted. 

Probate matters in the state have been any- 
thing but satisfactory to the commissioner 
and he is rounding them all up, big and little, 
in an effort to make the way smoother for 
those having dealings in that branch of the 
law. Consequently until such time as these 
conditions are righted he will let the big lease 
matter rest, but assured those with whom he 
talked that Osage county would be the next 
to come under his microscope. 

The old Foster lease, which was granted 
in 1896, and then extended on expiration till 
1916, covered the entire nation, 1,400,000 acres. 
In the renewal only such acreage was ap- 
proved for re-lease as was surrounded by pro- 
ducing wells, or sections where development 
work had been done, embracing in all 680,000 
acres. The Indian Territory Illuminating 
Company held the lease and sub-let a large 
portion to individuals and companies. There 
are at present about 135 sublessees and with 
the expiration of the lease their tenure is at 
an end. 

Is it any wonder then they are sitting on 
the anxious seat and watching for a word from 
the commissioner as to what they might ex- 
pect? Picture a property with ten producing 
wells and a production of 200 barrels a day, 
all equipped and grinding out run tickets as 
regular as the clock makes its rounds. And 
then picture the fatal St. Patrick’s Day when 


the government says, “We hate to do it boys, 
but you'll have to vacate.” It seems like un- 
usual procedure, but for all the vested right 
any operator has in the nation, it is as logical 
and probable as anything that ever happened. 

What a fine trimming the Barnsdall Oil 
Company would get in a deal of this kind. 
Sitting back with 10,000 barrels a day of pro- 
duction and 380,000 acres of subleases, it would 
be compelled to relinquish the run tickets and 
start over again as fresh as a new born babe 
It would be a “beautiful” termination to a 
long career of activity, and there are some 
inclined to believe that is just what will hap- 
pen. To call it “ruin” would be putting it 
mildly, but those taking leases under the big 
Foster grant were shown the papers before 
signing, and if they are turned down will have 
only themselves to thank. However, nobody 
seems to be taking to the woods, and most 
operators are proceeding with development 
work at a pace never before equalled in the 
history of the Osage country. 

The agency at Pawhuska is platting the 
Osage leases—that is, the acreage held under 
the old blanket lease—and the maps will show 
just how much work each sublessee has done. 
It is the forerunner for the winding up of the 
affair and may possibly be the foundation for 
the slaughter of those having leases and pro- 
duction in the nation. At the expiration of 
the big lease the bidders on the lands leased 
the past few years will not be harmed, as 
they run for 15 years. From now on the 
Osage will bear watching and some interesting 
developments are expected over there within 
the next few months. 


Julletin No. 66, containing the complete 
mining laws of California, including those 
referring to oil and gas production, has just 
been issued by the State Mining Bureau of 
California. The United States mining laws. 
court decisions relating to mining, and all 
statutes and amendments, including those en- 
acted by the Legislature during the 1913 ses- 
sions, will be found therein. Copies can be 
obtained from F. McN. Hamilton, State 
Geologist, Ferry Building, San Francisco, Cal. 
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Cold Weather 


Slows up Work in Pennsylvania 


Bradford Report Shows Little Activity— 
Properties Sold in the Field 


By Special Correspondent. 
Bradford, Pa., Feb. 5.—Cold weather and 


the bad conditions of the highways had a 
tendency to slacken operations in the Brad- 
ford oil fields during January. While there 
were less wells completed than in December- 
the production showed a slight gain. The pro- 
ducers are still anticipating an ‘adv ance in the 
price of Pennsylvania crude. February opened 
with much milder weather and it is expected 
that the early spring will see much activity 
in all directions 

In the Allegany oil field a number of trans- 
actions have occurred of late. Included in the 
number are the following: The E. R. Town- 
send lease of 14 wells having a daily produc- 
tion of 10 barrels has been sold to Thomas 
Hearons, Jr., William Barto, James E. Le 
Seur, of Boliver, and James Blaisdell, of 
Bradford; consideration, $20,000. The Wil- 
liam Scott lease of 14 wells sold to A. J. Mat- 
son of Bolivar. The production is about two 
barrels a day and the price is said to have 
been $6,000. At the present time oil produc- 
tion is selling from $3,000 to $4,000 a barrel 
in the Allegany field. 

Well No. 117 at Alma has recently been 
completed by the Alps Oil Company. At a 
depth of 1,690 feet 11 feet of rich sand was en- 
countered and the well is good for 25 barrels 
daily. 

CITIZENS SEE WELL SHOT. 

The well on the Zane estate on Quintuple- 
Hill above South avenue, has finally been com- 
pleted and was shot during the afternoon of 
Friday, January 30. It made a good show- 
ing of oil. Contractor John Reck had his 
troubles in drilling this’ well which he dub- 
bed the “Jonah well.” While drilling through 
the sand, the walking beam broke and allowed 
the tools to drop into the hole. Once the 
engine ran away and some of the machinery 
was broken. The well is located so far above 
the city streets that the shooting was wit- 
nessed by many people. 

Zachary Taylor Davis, who for a number 
of years had been in the employ of the South 
Penn Oil Company at Guffy, Pa., died at the 
Bradford Hospital on Tuesday, February 3, 
following a surgical operation which he un- 
derwent the day before. Deceased was 64 
years of age. 

The South Penn Oil Company’s No. 127 
on the Melvin lot at East Bradford was com- 
pleted recently and makes a good producer 
At 650 feet this well produced a lot of oil 
in a stray sand. 

The Wyckoff Oil & Gas Company of Bradford 
is drilling its No. 3 on the Van Orsdale farm 
near Ridgway, Elk County, Pa. This well is 
located about 1,200 feet from a two and a half 
million foot gasser on the Dahler farm ad- 
joining. 

The Foster Oil & Gas Company recently 
drilled in No. 14 at Clarendon, Pa., which 
was good for 25 barrels at the start and is 
expected to settle down to a five-barrel pro- 
ducer at the end of 30 days. 

The West Branch Oil Company’s No. 18 
on the Gallettes farm at Allegany, N. Y., was 
compelted the first of the month and made a 
good showing. It is a chipmonk sand well. 

The cold weather and deep snow during 


January had a tendency to block the highwa oil in the hole. Finding oil in this forma- 
and place a damper on the general operations tion is nothing unusual but under ordinary 
in the Allegany district. In the Four Mile circumstances the fluid may be bailed out 
district Gallettes & Nenno’s No. 19 on the S 


Several vears ago Polley Bros. drilled a well 


Karls farm which came in about two 1 encountered a similar flood of oil. The 


ago and had made such a promising showing Polley well deposited 300 barrels of oil in a 
of oil, has dwindled down to about four bar- tank before being exhausted. 
rels a day. Grader & Schnell, contractors, The Associated Producers’ No. 136 on their 


have completed a well on the Edward Burlin- 


lease at Bingham was recently completed and 
game farm in the Two Mile district whicl 


1S made an average producer. 
good for two barrels a day. A 


SOUTH PENN HAS FREAK. 
The South Penn Oil Company has a freak . ~ ‘ i 
well on the Melvin tract at East Bradford Oil and Gas-Pipe Lines 


bradtrord. 


A rush of slush oil was encountered in a sand Laid, Our Specialty 
about 600 feet down and the men started to 


bail out the fluid with the intentions of re- G ic t t 
suming the drilling. One tank was filled with- enera ontractor 


out much impression on the accumulation of BRADFORD PENN. 


new oil and gas company was recently 


My Cream Ointment 
Greatest Remedy on Earth 


For scalds, ruptures or itching of the skin, blood poisoning, piles 
(protruding or bleeding), ulcers, fever sores, cuts, boils, felons and eczema 
Unexcelled for its healing and soothing qualities 
Gives immediate relief in all cases. Always fresh. Never becomes rancid. 
? This Ointment is on sale at all drug stores. If your druggist does not carry it 
in stock, have him send for it, or we will send it, postage prepaid, on receipt of the 


anes Price 35 Cents Per Box 


JOURNAL OIL OMPANY, 


Direct all communications to JOHN HAGGERTY, Bradford, Pa., U. 8. A 


THE McELWAINE MFG. & AUTO. CO. 


Manufacturers of the Celebrated 


Hoadley Packers and Sage Pumping Heads 


Shops and Garage: 54 Webster Street, Bradford, Penn. 


MYRICK MACHINE CO. 


OLEAN, NEW YORK 


DIRECT CONNECTED “1909” PUMPING POWER 
AND 4 H.P. AIR COOLED “ECLIPSE” GAS ENGINE 
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under the name of the 


organized 
House Oil 


Shingle 
Charles Allen 


Githias sec- 


and Gas Company 
was elected president and A. L 
retary and treasurer. A well is being drilled 
the Holmes farm at Ceres, N. Y. 
Dresser & Artley’s No. 4 well on the Wal- 
deck farm at Allegany, has been plugged and 
abandoned owing to flooding by salt water. 
The Port 


recently 


\legany Oil & Gas Company has 
completed and shot a well on the 
\nnin Creek 

Contractors Nellis & 
1 No. 15 well on the Kirk farm at Rew 
Nellis, Hyatt Bros. & Garlock The 


a splendid sl 


Brown farm at 


Hyatt Brothers have 


owing of oil, being 
in the flood 
estimated that the 


district. At the last report it was 


production was about five 


M. I). Wright, of ¢ 


rison, ot 


oleville, and David Mor- 


Eldred, well known oil producers, 


were business visitors in Bradford recently 
& Stoner 


on the Irons farm for wells 7 and 8 


Gaffney have made locations on 


The No. 5, completed two months ago, 1s 
good for 10 barrels and No. 6, recently com 
pleted, is doing eight barrels a day 


( R. Boyd, 


prise Transit ( 


Enter 
Chaffee, Elk 


was a recent business visitor in Brad- 


superintendent of the 
ompany, of 
County, 
ford 

During the past month the efforts of tw: 
discharged employes of the Kendall Kefining 
Company to place the company in a false light 
with the water department, claiming the Re 
fining Company used water for four years 
without payment, failed 

The C. A. Duke well on the Duke & Taggart 
tract at Duke Center was shot during. the 
past im nth and made an average producer 

The South Shore Gas & Fuel 
has just completed a well on the Morse farm 
in North Fredonia, N. 


which proved to be one of the dryest of dry 


Company 


Sheridan, near 


wells. The well was drilled to a depth 
2.000 feet This is the second well that has 
become a failure within a few days. The m 


pany now has four wells drilling and the 
come will be watched with much interest 

Loop’s No. 14 on fee 
Windtall and 


pleted and when torpedoed made a good show 


betwee! 


Indian Creek, has been com 


ing of oil. 

No. 40 well on the John Jack lease up the 
West Branch caused the contractor consider 
able trouble. No less than three bits have been 
stuck in the hole and fishing to remove them 
has proven fruitless. In each instance when 
the bit became stuck, an attempt was made 
to drill by, with the result that the 


trouble was experienced 


same 


H. J. Stroup, who recently moved his family 
from Bradford to Kane, was a recent visitor 
here. He reported that he had five strings 
of tools working in McKean and Elk Counties 
in the vicinity of Kane. He recently completed 
No. 39 on the McClellan farm at Highlands 
for the Hazelwood Oil Company. The well 
is an eight-barrel producer, which makes it 
one of the best wells ever struck in that sec- 
tion. No. 40 is now drilling 

The Nash Oil ¢ 
paring to drill No 
Sartwell, Pa 

The Reidy 


been completed and made a fair show of oil 


ompany, of Bradford, is pre- 
35 on the McAuliffe farm at 


Oil Company’s No. 1 well has 
in the first sand and a very good showing in 


the second sand. 
Bradford oil prodveers, as well as others, 


A 
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are interested in learning that H. J. Bryan, 
formerly one of the owners of the Bradford 
Era, has Munn oil 
along the Haskins road, between Bowling 
Green and Haskins in Plain Township, Wood 


County, Ohio. The property consists ot 23% 


purchased the property 


acres of leases with 19 producing wells and the 
daily production was about 10 barrels a day 
The price is said to have been a little better 
than $1,000 a barrel. No new wells have been 
drilled on the leases recently but there are 
many good locations. It is probable that the 
production of the old wells may be 


tially 


substan- 
increased if they are cleaned out. It 
is the intention of Mr. Bryan to have some of 
the wells cleaned at once 

The C. F. Schwab No. 14 on the Schwab 
tract at Lewis Run has been completed and 1s 
making a good showing 

The Foster & Davis No 
at Lewis Run has been put to pumping and is 


considered a two-barrel 


{ on the Quintuple 


producer. 
The Heathville Oil & Gas Company, 
posed of 


com- 
a number of Bradford men, has re- 
cently drilled in 
Merkle 


a 500,000-foot gasser on the 
farm at Heathville 


JOHN SEYFANG DEAD 


By Special Correspondent. 
Bradford, Pa., Feb. 5.—John L. 


the most prominent citizens and best 


Seyfang, 
known manufacturers of Bradford, died Sun- 
day, January 18, at his residence, 24 Petrolia 
street 

Mr. Sevfang had been in his usual good 


health up to a few days before his death 


John L. Seyfang. 


Buffalo on a business mission, he 


While in 
contracted a bad cold and this developed into 
pneumonia 
of death. 


which was the immediate cause 
A consultation of physicians was 
held and everything known to medical skill 
was done, but without avail 

Mr. Seyfang, who had resided in Bradford 
for 36 years, was one of the pioneer manu 
With late David 


Bovaird, in 1879 they established the firm of 
& Seyfang, 


facturers of the town 


Bovaird manufacturers of oil- 
well supplies, which is known in every oil 
field. Poth Mr. Bovaird and Mr. Sevfang re- 


Cleveland, O. 


tired from active business a number of years 
ago and today the business which they estab- 
lished is conducted under the name of the 
Bovaird & Seyfang Manufacturing Company. 

John L. Seyfang was born in Germany May 
3, 1844. In 1850, with his mother, he came 
to this country and settled in 
he received his education. 


3uffalo where 
In that city he 
also learned the machinist’s trade. In 1864 
Mr. Seyfang went to Petroleum Center, re- 
maining there a short time. Subsequently he 
returned to Buffalo where he worked at his 
trade for a year. In 1869 Mr. Seyfang re- 
turned to the oil country, living at Shamburg 
and in Titusville. He came to Bradford in 
1879 and engaged in the manufacture of oil- 
well supplies as stated above. 

Mr. Seyfang was united in marriage in 1869 
to Miss C. T. 
Deceased is survived by his widow and the 
Mrs. Allen, 
Florence Sevfang, of Bradford; Mrs. 
Sanborn, of New York City; John 
H. Sey- 
Seyfang, of 


Montgomery, of Franklin, Pa. 


following children: Margaret 
Miss 
Elwin R. 
E. Seyfang, of Brooklyn ; Herbert 
fang, of Buffalo, and Charles F. 
Bradford. 

Largely attended and very impressive funeral 
were held at the late residence, 
Wednesday afternoon, January 21, at 3 o'clock. 
The interment was at Oak Hill cemetery. 


services 


BRADFORD DEEP WELL 
NOW DOWN 5760 

By Special Correspondent. 
BRADFORD, PAA., Feb. 5.—\Vith the 
drill working in a break between the red and 
white Medina sands, the deep well of the 
Bradford Well Derrick 
City is down 5,760 feet. On account of the 


Deep Company at 
great depth and the heavy load which the ma- 
is obliged to carry, drilling is slow 

without frequent slight setbacks. 
About February 1 the drill was making about 


chinery 
and not 


five feet a day. 
The cable in the hole is heavy inasmuch as 
3,000 feet weighs 120 pounds to every 100 
feet and the 2,750 additional feet weighs 158 
pounds to the 100 feet. The tools 
3,000 pounds besides. The morning 
shifts consist of F. C. Wheeler, drier, and 
Harry Ward, assistant, and the 
shift, Victor P. 
Lawry assistant. 


weigh 
about 


afternoon 
Kipgen, driller, and L. L 

Notwithstanding the fact 
that the well has been drilling many months, 
there is much interest in the work and there 
are many spectators every pleasant day. 


PLAN NEW GAS LINE 
FOR SHEFFIELD FIELD 
BRADFORD, PA., Feb. 5.—The Buhl 
Oil & Gas Company, composed of a number 
of Bradford oil men, who have some excel- 
lent gas property in the vicinity of Shefheld, 
Pa., are planning to lay a four-inch gas line 
Marion- 
ville; Pa., a distance of about 234 miles. The 


to connect with the main line at 
pipe is now on the ground and work will be 
commenced as soon as the weather will per- 
mit. \mong the Bradford men _ interested 
are E. T. Wedell, W. H. Brown, E. C. Tanner 
and FE. N. Havill, the latter being secretary 
of the company. !.. T. Wedell is one of the 
The product is now sold to the 
Tri-State Gas Company. O. J. Hamlin, of 
Smithport, is president of the company. 


directors. 
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Sardis District, W. Va., Supplying Good Wells 


Detailed Report Shows Much Work 
Going on with Universatly Good Results 


By Special Correspondent. 

PARKERSBURG, W. VA., Feb. 5.—Re- 
ports from the completed wells in West Vir- 
ginia and southwestern Ohio tell nothing bet- 
ter than light pumpers. Development work 
in many districts is very active and all promise 
better than light although Harrison 
county, Sardis district, is the only one that 


wells, 


is supplying any large producers. On _ the 
J. L. Lanham farm the T. J. Miller & Com- 
pany’s No. 2 was drilled in recently and is 
still holding up at 500 barrels. The No. 3 on 
the Lanham farm is the largest producer to 
be completed during the month. In Sardis 
district, Senator Goff’s No. 50 on his own farm 
is holding up at 110 barrels a day. Senator 
Goff is the largest individual producer in the 
state, and is one of the largest land owners 
On Ten-Mile’ Creek, 
county, the Hope Natural Gas Company has 
drilled a test on the J. M. Coffman 
through the Gordon sand and has a_ small 


Sardis district, this 


farm 
gasser. On the same stream and in the same 
district the Hope Company. has drilled a sec- 
ond test on the C. H. Martin farm through 
the Big Injun sand and has a light gasser. 

MARSHALL COUNTY.— It is believed 
that oil in paying quantities has been found 
in the neighborhood of Sherrard, Marshall 
county. This week a test well was drilled by 
the Dorsey and Scott Company, of Wheeling, 
on the M. H. Armstrong farm into the Cow 
Run sand, and as soon as the bit hit the 
sand it was discovered that oil had been found 
The company officials estimate the well to be 
a 10-barrel producer. This is the eighth test 
well which has been drilled in a radius of a 
few hundred feet south of Sherrard. All of 
the other wells were dry holes, although there 
were some signs of oil. The well which has 
just been completed is the farthest north and 
is the nearest to Sherrard, which makes it 
appear that the oil field probably underlies 
Sherrard. 

RITCHIE COUNTY.—For many months 
Ritchie county has been furnishing nothing 
better than pumpers with quite a sprinkling of 
dusters. No new pools have been discovered 
for over a year. 

But in the last few days 
has come to the front with some good pro- 
On Gillespie Run, Grant district, the 


Ritchie county 


ducers. 
American Oil Development 
pleted No. 5 on the Louisa Falsenthal farm, 
and after giving it a shot in the salt sand they 
In the same dis- 


Company com- 


have a 50-barrel producer. 
trict the Wallace Oil Company 
well on the Wade farm and have secured a 
G. Gillespie has com- 


completed a 


75-barrel producer. R. 
pleted a test on the Russell & Company farm 
and have a producer good for 100 barrels a 
day. On Crab Run, Murphy district, Ritchie 
county, the Crab Run Oil Company has drilled 
its No. 2 on the Smith farm, which was 
formerly a gasser, into the salt sand and has 
developed a pay that shows good for six 
barrels a day. 

The Hope Natural Gas Company has just 
completed a well that is far above the average. 
It is on the I. Griffin farm, located at Mole 
Hill, Clay district, and when drilled into the 
Maxon sand showed for a 50-barrel producer. 


On Buck Run, in the same district, the Phila- 
delphia Company has drilled a test on the 
John Pool farm and has a gasser 

Knob Run, Murphy district, 
Ritchie County, the Hope Natural Gas Com- 
pany has drilled a test on the John A. Sinnett 
farm through the Maxon sand and has a light 
On the I. B. Wilson farm the 
company has a gasser in the Kenner sand. On 
Indian Creek, the same district, S. M. Whan 
& Company have drilled No. 3 on the W. E. 
Talbott farm through the Kenner sand and 


On King 


gasser. same 


have a duster. 

WIRT COUNTY.—A new well was 
drilled in last week on Rock Wirt 
county, best» producer to be 
drilled in in that county for- years. The well 
is in a new field and is good for 300 


Run, 
which is the 


Varrels 
a day. All the land in the locality has been 
leased and new wells will be put down at 
once. The oil was found in the Keener sand 
and the owners are the members of the Wal- 
nut Creek Oil 
small stream which enters the Little Kanawha 


Company. Rock Run is a 
above Creston and which has at its mouth the 
peculiar rock formation known to the coun- 
try as “the devil’s tea table.” The signs are 
sufficient to make that section of the state 
hunting grounds for the wildcat operator 
CALHOUN COUNTY.—0On Bell's Run, 
Center district, Calhoun county, the South 
Penn Oil Company has drilled No. 3 on the 
J. W. Pell farm through the Berea grit and 


has a pumper. Several tests are being made 


in the immediate vicinity and are expected in 
in the course of a week 

ROANE COUNTY.—On the waters of 
the Poca River, Smithfield district, Roane 
county, the Ohio Fuel Oil Company has drilled 
its No. 9 on the H. C. Taylor farm through 
the salt sand has a show for a 40-barrel pro- 
This is the best salt sand producer 
In the 


ducer. 
that has been found in that district. 
same district the same company has com- 
pleted No. 3 on the J. W. T. 
has a 20-barrel producer in the Big 
sand. The South Penn Oj] 
drilled its test on the H. A. 
through the Big 


Kelly farm and 
Injun 

Company has 
Dougherty farm’ 


Lime and has a_ pumper. 


On Spring Creek, Smithfield district, Roane 
South Penn Oil 

t on the F. M. Thempson farm 
through the Big Injun sand and has a six- 


county, the Company has 


drilled its tes 


barrel pumper. 


MARION COUNTY.—On Sawmill run, 
Lincoln district, Marion county, the Phila- 
delphia Company has drilled a test on the 
Sarah Wright farm through the Gordon sand 
and has a gasser. On Little Bingamon Creek, 
the same company has drilled a test on the 
T. S. Hardesty farm through the Little Dunk- 
On Warriors 
Penn 


ard sand and has a show of oil. 
Fork, 
Oil Company has drilled a second test on the 
B. Parrish 
sand, which produced 95 barrels the first 24 


Mannington district. the South 
farm through the Big Injun 


hours. 


Yorke Structural Steel Derricks and Drilling Rigs 


view; on the left, view from t 


Write for 
rices 


The above cut shows our Steel Band Wheel with Iron Tug Pulley; on the right, full side 


yp of wheel, showing how tug pulley is attached. 
We also Manufacture 
Complete Standard Drilling Rigs, Portable Steel Derricks 


of all weights, heights and dimensions for drilling and pumping, together 
with hoists and towers for distributing cement. 


Steel Walking Beams, Bull Wheels and Band Wheels 


YORKE DERRICK COMPANY, WASHINGTON 
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DODDRIDGE AND TYLER.—On Bear 


ork, Cove district, Doddridge 


county, the 


hiladelphia Company has completed a test 
the C. J. Spurgeon farm and has a gasser 

in the Big Injun sand. On Middle Island 
Creek, Centerville district, Tyler county, Rock- 


wood, Curry & Company have drilled a second 
test on the G. James farm through the Maxon 
In the 
Hope Natural Gas Company has 
completed a test on the G. L. and W. B 
Jones farm and has a 20-barrel producer. 


nd and have a good pumper same 


district the 


In the Blue Creek field in Kanawha county, 
the Ohio Fuel Oil Company has shot its No. 
; on the C. T. Woods and its No. 14 on the 
J. M. Young farms and increased their pro- 
duction from 5 to 15 and from 10 to 35 bar- 
respectively. In the Blue Creek 
field, Elk district, the South Penn Oil Com- 
pany has shot No. 3 on the R. J. 
its No. 8 on the Hays-Davidson farms and 


rels a day 
Estep and 


increased their production from 4 to 25 and 
16 to 75 respectively. Man 
made which are due in soon 

WETZEL AND CLAY.—On Richwood 
Run, Grant district, Wetzel county, the South 
ern Oil Company has drilled No. 4 on the E. 
Englebert farm through the Gordon sand and 


tests are being 


have a good producer 


On Birch Run, Union district, Clay county, 
the Koontz Oil & Gas Company has drilled 
No. 2 on the P. N. King farm through the Big 
Injun sand and has a show for a 10-barrel 
pumper. 


LINCOLN COUNTY.—On Bear Fork, 
Duval district, Lincoln county, the Big Creek 
Development Company has drilled No. 7 on 
the R. Hoffman farm through the Berea grit 
and has a 15-barrel Straight 
l'ork, in the same district, the same company 
has completed No 


pumper. On 


13 on the Octave Hager 


farm and has a 25-barrel producer in the 


Berea grit. The Big Creek Development Com- 
pany also had an 8-barrel producer come in 
on the Peter Woodrum 


on Sugar Tree Fork. 


farm, which is sit- 
On Straight Fork 
in Duval district the same company has a 10- 
barrel pumper on the J. W. Stevens farm and 
No. 14 on the M. Spurlock 
farm which is a 5-barrel pumper. In Sheridan 
district, the Mill Oil drilled 
down No. 9 on the Guyandotte Land Associa- 
tion property and has a 20-barrel 
in the Big Lime. 


uated 


has completed 
Company has 
producer 


The Ozark Petroleum Company is the name 
of a new company which will do business in 
West Virginia. office will be 
located in Parkersburg and its chief works in 
West Union district, Doddridge county. The 
Dorr Casto, E. William- 
son, George Myers, D. C. Casto and E. A. 
Sherwood all of Parkersburg. 
capital is $25,000. 

William departed last week for 

Iberta, Canada, where he will engage in the 
drilling business with William Bickel and son, 
Wig Bickel, who have been located there for 
several vears. 


Its principal 


incorporators are: 
The authorized 


Gaston 


Mr. Gaston resigned his posi- 
tion with the fire department to go to Canada. 

Charles W. Elder, of Cairo, manager of one 
of the leading oil companies in that field, was 
here yesterday on a business trip, having just 
returned from a trip to Pittsburgh in con- 
nection with the further development of the 
Mr. Elder 
is one of the best informed oil men in regard 
to the county field come to 
Parkersburg. 


company in which he is interested. 


Ritchie who 
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Mrs. 


Nineteenth street this city, a son. 


Born recently to Mr. and James P. 
Deem, of 
Mr. Deem is one of the best known oil 
operators in the state. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Mallory have returned 
home from New York City, where they have 
been spending some time. 

Hon. Tim Penwell is spending a few days at 
the capitol on business. 


BIG LEASES FOR GAS 


Columbia Gas & Fuel Credited 
With Taking 100,000 Acres 


By Special Correspondent. 
PARKERSBURG, W. VA., Feb. 6.—A 
telegram has here that the 
Columbia Gas and Fuel Company have taken 
over 


been received 
100,000 acres of gas leases for a new 
gas line to be built into Ohio. 
report has 


The following 


been verified. A telegram from 


Columbus Ohio, is as follows: 


“Plans for the organization of a new sub- 
sidiary company to build a pipe line from the 
new West Virginia field recently acquired by 
the Columbus Gas and Fuel Company are be- 
ing made by the Columbus Oil and Fuel Com- 
pany, the concern created last fall out of the 
The 


stock of the proposed new company is to be 


oil assets of the first-named company. 


held by the oil company which is now de- 
veloping the field. The pipe line, it is esti- 
mated, will cost $2,000,000. While the local 
will own and control the West 
Virginia field and pipe line, the stock of the 
new concern will not cost it a cent.” 

PLAN BIG PUMPING STATION. 


The Huntington Development and Gas Com- 


gas company 


pany have plans under way for a $250,000 gas 
pumping station to be finished by 1915, and 
contractors all over the have been 
It is announced 
the company will also erect a regulator sta- 
tion and dwelling house on the sixteenth street 
road for its workman, the two buildings to 
cost about $8,000. Although no definite plans 
have been made for the new pumping station 
it is known that it will be one of the largest 
in this part of the country. 


country 
notified concerning the plans. 


It is rumored in gas circles here that the 
company is soon to let a contract for the 
building of a line across the Ohio river to 
Portsmouth. Company officials when asked 
regarding the matter, admitted that the plan 
had been under consideration for some time. 
The business men of Portsmouth and _ Iron- 
ton have already asked the officials of the 
company to lay a line there and their re- 
quests are being given careful consideration. 

The gas franchise and leases in Fairmont, 
W. Va., and vicinity were recently taken over 
by Jere Wheelright, president of the 
solidation Coal 
being $1,400,000. 


Md., says: 

“Jere H. Wheelright, president of the Con- 
solidation Coal Company, who returned from 
New York this morning, says he has become 
the purchaser of the Fairmont Gas Com- 
pany, with headquarters at Fairmont, W. Va. 
This is an individual deal by Mr. Wheelright, 
who says that the report that other 
bankers were interested is a mistake. 


Con- 
Company, the consideration 


A telegram from Baltimore, 


saltimore 
The 
company operates wholly in natural gas, own- 
ing extensive fields in the Fairmont coal dis- 
trict. It also owns and controls the franchises 


Cleveland, O. 


for mains and the distribution of the product 
in Fairmont and surrounding territory. It is 
intended to develop this business to take in 
all the manufacturing plants in the vicinity. 
Mr. Wheelright says he is now at work on a 
financial plan to further the intended develop- 
ment. the plans some Baltimore 
bankers and institutions will be asked to par- 
ticipate, though the extent of the capitaliza- 
tion or the nature of the new securities have 
not yet been fully determined. 


new 


The company 
owns the largest deposits of natural gas in the 
territory it serves.” 


GAS WASTE IS BIG 


Bureau of Mines Places Loss in 
Oklahoma at Twenty Million 
Dollars a Year 


From the Forthcoming Third Annual Re- 
port of the National Bureau of Mines, 
Joseph A. Holmes, Director. 


It is a reasonable estimate that the present 
waste, in large measure unnecessary, of mineral 
resources in the United States amounts to a 
national loss of not less than $1,000,000 a day. 

The most urgent need for investigation and 
reform is in connection with the unnecessary 
waste of oil and natural gas that still prevails 
in many parts of the country. Even with the 
limited facilities at its disposal the bureau has 
been able during the current year to stop a 
waste of natural gas valued at not less than 
$10,000,000, an amount that exceeds by six 
times the total cost of the bureau’s investiga- 
tions to date. There is urgent need of enlarged 
facilities with which to push this work more 
rapidly. A few years of. further delay and 
this valuable source of national wealth wilt 
have been wasted—permanently lost. 


The individual 
waste have 


operators in 
followed 


causing this 
their natural bent for 
The states have permitted 
this criminal waste without protest, 


temporary gain. 
fearing 
that interference might retard development. 
The saving already accomplished was the result 
of inquiries and researches that enabled the 
engineers of the bureau to demonstrate to the 
oil and gas men in one of the Oklahoma fields 
that much waste of gas could be prevented 
without stopping the drilling for oil. 


If the funds at the 
bureau had 
vide for 


disposal of the 
been enough to. pro- 
more extended investigations 
and demonstrations, the 


large 


prevention of 
waste would have been much greater. As it is, 
however, in many parts of the Oklahoma oil 
and gas fields the waste of natural gas that 
still continues is equivalent to $15,000,000 to 
$20,000,000 per annum, and this waste in all 
of the oil and gas fields of the country now 
aggregates more than $50,000,000 per annum. 
Of the total waste of gas in the different oil 
fields of the country more than 80 per cent is 
believed to be easily preventable. As regards 
the remaining 20 per cent, it is believed that 
gasoline may be extracted from much of it and 
the gas itself burned for some useful purpose. 
It is estimated that the proposed investiga- 
tions into the waste of oil and gas would cost 
from $30,000 to $40,000 per annum, and it is 
believed that the saving to the national wealth 
would be more than a hundredfold for each 
dollar expended in such an investigation. 
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How Natural Well Forces May Be Controlled 


Oil Conservationist Gives Some Methods 


For Saving Heretofore Lost Energies 


(Fourth Paper.) 
By Miles W. Quick. 


“(All rights to the use of this article are 


protected by the general copyright on 

the paper.) 

In the following discussion it is assumed that 
previous papers have conclusively shown that 
high-gravity, paraffine-base petroleums are, in 
their undisturbed rock-saturating state, pos- 
sessed of occluded volatile constituents limited 
in degrees of expansive force only by the heat 
available for their liberation; that these volatile 
constituents are incapable of exerting any ex- 
pulsive force whatever without any utilization 
of heat, and that the phenomena of expulsion, 
when reduced to the last analysis, is a visible 
manifestation of heat phenomena. 

It is also assumed that it has been demon- 
strated that the heat primarily possessed by 
saturating petroleums—by themselves alone 
considered—is inadequate for the liberation of 
more than a comparatively small percentage of 
their intermingling gaseous or vaporous con- 
stituents; that intrastrata heat becomes ex- 
hausted during the unresisted expulsion of but 
small percentages of rock-saturations; that al- 
most universal heat exhaustion is evidenced by 
the rapidly approached and long continued 
output from oil-producing wells operated in 
the high-gravity areas. 

These conclusions and deductions being in 
harmony with the universally witnessed oper- 
ation of natural laws, as well as confined by the 
abstruse phenomena attending oil-producing ac- 
tivities, the present paper will undertake to 
sustain the contention that, with producing 
methods facilitative of its efficient conservation 
and economical utilization, the limited volumes 
of heat primarily possessed by saturating 
petroleums is adequate for the liberation of 
sufficient volumes of displacing medium to 
effect expulsion of greater percentages of 
crude petroleums fromthe encountered oil-bear- 
ing sandstone formations than are at the pres- 
ent time possible of realization. 


INEFFICIENT HEAT UTILIZATION. 

No possible conservation, nor economies in 
its utilization, can render the limited heat pri- 
marily possessed by saturating petroleums ade- 
quate for a liberation of the millions of foot 
pounds of potential energy shown by compu- 
tations in the previous paper. Neither the heat 
units, nor the force shown by these computa- 
tions, however, are essential for effecting the 
expulsion of maximum percentages of saturat- 
ing petrolcums, as, under normal conditions— 
conditions universally encountered and suscep- 
tile of perpetuation—but small fractions of 
this heat and force become adequate for effect- 
ing an expulsion of greater percentages of sat- 
urating petroleums than the whole. 

Stated less paradoxically :—A percentage of 
a given volume of heat when employed in the 
liberation of the limited class of volatile con- 
stituents possessed of high degrees of expan- 
sive force becomes more efficient in effecting 
expulsive-displacement than does the whole 
volume when employed in coincidently liberat- 
ing all classes with low degrees of expulsive 
force. 


To still further elucidate this important 
phenomena: 

Being held in an occluded, or intermingling 
state through pressure influences, the spon- 
taneously volatile constituents become liberated 


in serial groups, or classes, as degrees of initi 
rock-pressures are consecutively reduced, the 
maximum elastic classes first released being 
followed by those possessed of less and lesser 
degrees of expansive force until the residual 
liquid petroleums encounter atmospheric pres- 
sures alone. 

It being possible to consecutively release 
the volatile constituents in classes, the necessi- 
ties for effecting expulsion are for the libera- 
tion of no more than the class or classes requi- 
site for effecting expansive-expulsive-displace- 
ment. These limits being extended by a reduc- 
tion of resistence to expulsion to such an ex- 
tent as to superinduce the release of constitu- 
ents possessed of less than maximumly efh- 
cient volatile force, heat becomes wastefully 
employed and refrigerative deterioration in the 
degrees of all liberated forces inevitable. Stated 
in a single sentence: The greater the reduction 
in degrees of resistence to expulsion the less 
the efficiencies of liberated expansive-expulsive 
forces. 

Illustratively: One cubic foot of ultimate 
free gas during a reduction from a compressed 
state of 100 to 50 pounds, gauge pressures, 
liberates a force of 1,440 foot pounds, while 
during a reduction of a like volume from 10 
pounds to atmospheric pressures but 1,097 feet 
pounds are released. 

Applying these deductions to the release of 
volatile constituents possessed of primary ex- 
pansive forces of 100 pounds per square inch 
which have become deteriorated through re- 
frigerative influences to an ultimate expan- 
sive-expulsive efficiency of 10 pounds, or from 
an innate expansive force of 4,350 to 1,097 foot 
pounds per foot of free gas, approximately 75 
per cent of primary energies are overcome by 
the inefficient heat utilization attending un- 
resisted expulsion. 

The release of an ultimate 
expansive force of 10 pounds per square inch 
liberates 1,097 foot pounds of expulsive energy 


Comparatively : 


—a reduction of 10 pounds from an initial 
pressure of 100 pounds 1,440 foot pounds, or 
35 per cent greater force, the liberation of the 
greater volume being attended with negligivle 
refrigerative influences, the lesser by heat ex- 
haustion. Further than this lesser heat utiliza- 
tion, each foot of gas liberated during a main- 
tenance of 90 pounds resistence to expulsion 
would be possessed of 4,160 foot pounds of 
force available for either power purposes or 
for distribution over long distances to con- 
sumers. 

In effecting an expulsion of the whole super- 
saturating volume during a maintenance of re- 
sistance preventive of the volatilization of any 
but the maximum elastic class or classes, their 
less volatile associates do not become released 
prior to such expulsion, and, not being released, 
utilize no heat whatever, while at the same 
time the maximum elastic constituents em- 
ployed in effecting expulsion utilize heat only 


in ratio with the limits of their expansion, 
this limit being the degrees of interposed re- 
sistence to expulsion. 

In order to present confirmative demonstra- 
tions of these heterodoxical deductions it be- 
comes necessary to again go back and glean 
from the fragmentary records of seed-bag 
operations: 


RESISTANCE DURING SEED-BAG 
ERA. 


\ttention has already been called to the 
obvious fact that during the flowing activities 
of the at-present-considered phenomenal wells 
of this era (1860 to 1865, inclusive), resistance 
to expulsion was at all times that presented by 
the weight and friction of columns of product 
ing elevated to the surface. Along Oil 
Creek this resistence could not have been less 
than from 125 to 150 pounds, in the Pithole 
field not less than from 175 to 200 pounds 
per square inch. 

In order to show that none but the volatile 
constituents possessed of maximum expansive 
force were utilized during these operations, 
it becomes necessary to again cite the Frazer, 
or “United States” well, the record of this 
well being the only one found in geological re- 
ports or elsewhere giving like or similar 
specific data: 


In his No. II report, pages 139-140, Carll 
says of this well: 


“Wet hole. Seed bag on tubing at 336% 
feet. Tubed at about 590 feet... . . The 
well flows in jets, according to trials on four 
different days, at the rate of 40 jets per min- 
ute The oil at the well has a gravity of 53 
degrees, at the shipping tanks 46 degrees.” 

Deductively from this we have: 57,600 jets 
of oil, and 57,600 jets of gas or vapor per day, 
with a reduction of 7 degrees in gravity be- 
tween the well and the shipping tanks, this he- 
ing a decrease of about 12 pounds in weight 
per gross barrel after the product was ex- 
pelled at the surface. 

This well having been equipped with 590 
feet of tubing, the pressure of the ascending 
column of liquid could not have been less 
than 200 pounds per square inch, and had not 
this resistence heen preventive of any release 
of vapors whatever prior to the entrance of 
products to the tubing there would have heen 
an inevitable accrmulation of these separated 
vapors in the 253.5 feet of annular snace he- 
low the seed-hag, the periodical release of 
which would have caused the well to flow bv 
heads instead of jets, as did this and all of 
the noted wells of this period when continuous 
flowing stages terminated. 

Exnansive-displacement without volatiliza- 
tion having heen adequate for both an exnul- 
sion of product and its elevation to the surface. 
intra-strata refrigeration was neclicible. Dur- 
ing the reduction of sunerincumbent pressures 
as prodrcts were in process of elevation to 
the surface. however, decrees of expansion in- 
creased. volatilization was initiated. senaration 
was effected within the tubing, released vapors 
accumulated in piston-like aggregations, and 
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each of these expelled aggregations of vapor 
was preceded and followed by jets of oil. 
This phenomenon is often witnessed in draw- 
ing tubing from a well producing undeterior- 
ated oils, the release of superincumbent liquids 
he removal of sections being fol- 
lowed by flows, or jets of product from the 
unremoved sections 
The Sherman, the Noble, the Phillips and 
other phenomenal wells are said to have flowed 
continuously, and, with its 40 jets per minute, 
the Frazer well—though much smaller in pro- 
ducing capacity—by a less critical observer 
would have been placed in the same class. Be 
that as it may, however, no seed-hagged well 
could have flowed other than by heads when 
resistence to expulsion was not at all times 
preventive of a separation of vapors prior to 
the entrance of products to tubing. In fact 


continuous flows or jets of product from 


acked wells give unquestionable evidence of 


cient heat utilization—periodical heads of 
intra-strata volatilization and inefficiert 
The decrease of 7 degrees of gravity be- 
tween the Frazer well and its shipping tanks 
was a reduction in weight equivalent to two 
gallons of gasoline. Had this been a true gas 
weighing say 75 pounds per 1,000 cubic feet, 
its release from 200 pounds pressure would 
have resulted in its expansion into a volume of 
more than 160 cubic feet, during which ex- 
pansion there would have heen a release of 
902,484 foot pounds of force and an utilization 
of approximately 1,160 heat units—heat units 
sufficient to reduce the temperature of one 
43-gallon barrel of hquid product 4 degrees. 
As there were 288 jets of separated vapors per 
barrel, it is evident that the evaporation bhe- 
tween the well and shipping tanks was but 
an exceedingly small percentage of the volatile 
constituents which had previously escaped 
from their liquid associates 

Having no data on which to base estimates 
of the volumes of vapor which were released 
before the liquid gravity at the well could have 
been determined, these deductions are no more 
suggestive of the impossibility of the five 
months flowing activities of this well had vo- 
latilization taken place during expulsion from 
the oil-bearing formation 

That the products of the cited phenomenal 
wells contained large percentages of spon- 
taneously volatile constituents was evidenced by 
the factthatevaporation subsequent to expulsion 
increased values the high gravities of freshly 
expelled oils being objectionable. Even in later 
years pipe lines penalized the high-gravity 
products from large wells—with insufficient 
tankage to allow the oil to “settle,’"—by ex- 
acting percentage deductions, this deduction 
having in some instances been as high as 7 per 
cent to 8 per cent, determined by exposing 
freshly expelled oils to atmospheric conditions. 

CONTENTIONS SUSTAINED. 

Neither will the allotted space permit, nor 
is there a seeming necessity for further ex- 
tending this phase of the discussion to sustain 
the contentions: 

First—That during the seed-bag era oil-well 
attended with maximum, 
medium and minimum resistence to expulsion, 


operations were 


this resistence resulting in maximum, medium 
and minimum efficiencies in heat utilization; 
the liberation of volatile constituents pos- 
sessed of maximum, medium and minimum de- 
grees of expansive-expulsive force, the release 
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of these varied forces having been attended 
by their employment in an expulsion of maxi- 
mum, medium and minimum primary and ulti- 
mate percentages of saturating petroleums. 

Second.—That due alone to operative meth- 
ods facilitatice of refrigerative influences 
methods introduced during the evolution from 
seed-bags to casing—the long-continued, phe- 
nomenally-prolifiic primary producing periods 
which distinguished the early 60s have become 
obsolete; sec mdary, or head-stages exceptional 
and of short duration; third, or pumping 
stages, long-continued and attended by mini- 
mum volumes of expelled products. 

Third.—That producing methods are re- 
quired to be conservative of heat through an 
imposed resistence to the liberation of vola- 
tile constituents possessed of less than essen- 
tial degrees of expansive-expulsive force. In 
other words, the necessities are for methods 
which are operative in superinducing maximum 
expansive-expulsive-displacement with mini- 
num heat utilization. 

As this suggested resistence to expulsion has 
been almost universally opposed by held men, 
and as such resistence may be attended with 
hoth favorable and unfavorable results, it be- 
comes necessary to elaborate the phenomena to 
some extent. 

When either the shut-in gas pressures, or 
accumulated liquid columns within wells pre- 
sent resistence in equillibrium with intra-strata 
expansive forces, expulsion of product inevit- 


ably ceases. When such resistence is reduced 


by either the release of shut-in gas pressures, 
or by pumping liquid heads, however, expulsion 
is at once resumed, and, due to these demon- 
strable results, it is assumed that volumes of 
expulsion decrease in ratio with increasing 
degrees of presented resistence The correct- 
ness of this assumption being susceptible of 
seemingly conclusive demonstration, proposi- 
tions involving the operation of oil-producing 
wells with any material degrees of resistence 
whatever, and in anticipation of conserving 
and augmenting the efficiencies of expulsive 
forces thereby, is of such a paradoxical na- 
ture as to at once challenge credulity. 

As neither a group, nor an individual well, 
has been operated with even a close approach 
to ideal conservation and utilization of expan- 
sive-expulsive forces since the seed-hag era, 


and as none of the wells operating methods 


employed since the close of that era are sus- 
ceptible of adaptation to the requirements for 
such conservation, citations of the results at- 
tending limited and sporadic conservation are 
of necessary fragmentary, to some extent hear- 
say, unsupported by specific data, suggestive 
rather than conclusive, and must come within 
the field of general operating experiences. 
EXPULSIVE EFFICIENCIES. 

Ignoring the existence of shot-cavaties with 
perforated sections located therein, the intru- 
sion of natural gases from sources below cas- 
ing, and taking into consideration only such 
wells as begin to fill up and increase liquid 
resistence to expulsion coincident with a ces- 
sation of pumping activities, there are few, if 
indeed, any exceptions to the following ex- 
periences: 

The reduction of resistence attending lower- 
ing of perforated pipes, cleaning out wells 
and pumping at lower levels, reducing shut-in 
gas-pressures, and shortening quiescent periods 
between exhaustion of heads, superinduce an 
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increase in degrees of intra-strata volatilization 
with temporary increased volumes of expelled 
saturations, this increase being followed by 
a decline until output is 
averages. 


below previous 

Conversely, pumping from higher levels, in- 
creased periodical shut-in and released gas 
pressures, and lengthening inactive periods, are 
attended by increased resistence to expulsion 
and temporary decrease in volumes of produc- 
tion, this decrease being succeeded by an 
eventual increase in output until higher than 
previous averages are reached. 

During the more than fifty years of petrol- 
eum history, wells have—without conscious 
changes in  operations—increased phenom- 
enally, and just as phenomenally declined in 
production; many wells obstructed by impedi- 
ments rendering it necessary to temporarily lo- 
cate working-barrels far above the oil-bearing 
sands, have yielded more prolifically before 
than subsequent to the removal of such obstruc- 
tions; apparently exhausted wells have been 
shut down for months, and l#beral production 
followed a resumption of operations. In fact 
almost innumerable phases of expulsive 
phenomena have been encountered, and vari- 
ous attempts made to perpetuate favorable con- 
ditions by expedients of diverse natures, yet 
none have resulted in a material increase of 
output excepting alone by the use of “leaky 
valves” when emploved on wells wherein con- 
ditions were favorable for periodical resistence 
to and liberation of  expansive-expulsive 
forces. 

To state this in a paragraph:—The efficiency 
of leaking valves is in ratio with the greater 
and lesser periodically superinduced liquid re- 
sistence to intra-strata volatilization. 

These are occurrences with which observing 
and experienced field men are, or with which 
they may become familiar, yet the varied mani- 
festations of the phenomena are by them al- 
most universally attributed to influences either 
facilitative or preventive of the formation of 
paraffines on the walls of wells. In arriving at 
this conclusion, however, a solution of the prob- 
lem is suggested—if indeed not closely ap- 
proached—as the separation of amorphous 
parafines from saturating petroleums is an in- 
evitable result of intra-strata congealation, all 
expedients modifving such obstructive aggrega- 
tions effecting their purpose through a modi- 
fication of refrigerative influences. 

It thus becomes manifest that for a solu- 
tion of all divisions, sub-divisions, and rami- 
fications of the problem of expulsion, an em- 
ployment of the heat factor is inevitably in- 
volved; that from whatever angle the problem 
of expansive-expulsion-displacement is ap- 
proached, heat phenomena is encountered; that 
the percentages of saturating petroleums pro- 
curable from oil-bearing formations—in the 
absence of extraneous displacing mediums— 
are in exact ratios with the efficiencies of heat 
itilization ; that the efficiencies of well-operating 
methods are determinable by their possible 
adaptation to the varied requirements for heat 
conservation; that heat conservation is pos- 
sible of realization only through resistance to 
its employment in the liberation of volatile 
constituents with less than maximum efficien- 
cies, and that for the obtainment of maximum 
volumes of saturating petroleums the né€essi- 
ties are for well-operating methods responsive 
to the requirements for liberating both com- 
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paratively high, medium and low degrees of 
intra-strata expansive force. 
AUTOMATICALLY-CONTROLLED 
OPERATIONS. 


A well-operated method resuponsive to these 


requirements has—after more than a decade of 
partial failures and renewed efforts—tinally 
reached a stage which renders it practical to 
conserve heat and effect its utilization in the 
liberation of only the classes of volatile con- 
stituents of saturating petroleums possessed of 
maximum degrees of expulsive efficiency, this 
being accomplished in a manner which may 
be thus briefly outlined: 

First—A well being shut down, and its gas 
—or vapor-escape closed—the period of in- 
activity continues until the shut-in gas pres- 
sure reaches any degree desired, when its ex- 
pansive force actuates a valve which opens 
and admits compressed air, or natural gas, to 
a well-pumping motor which at once begins 
to operate with regular pumping strokes, these 
being continued until the liquid product ex- 
pelled into the well is exhausted. 

Second.—Coincident with liquid exhaustion 
and entrance of gas to the working-barrel, the 
first succeeding downward plunge of the 
sucker-rods actuates a valve operative in effect- 


ing a vacuum beneath the motor piston, this 


NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS. 


vacuum being utilized in opening the gas- 


escap¢é, reducing resistance to expulsion of 
product, and arresting the downward stroke. 

third.—W hen the liberated shut-in 
reduced resistance to expulsion to any desired 
degree, devices are operative in (a) overcom- 
ing the vacuum, (b) arresting the admission of 
motive power to the motor and (c) closing the 
gas-escape, these operations being immediately 
followed by a suspension of pumping activities 
until shut-in pressures again reach maximum 


—whether quiescent periods continue during 


minutes, hours, or days—and introduce a suc- 
exhaustion of 


ceeding cycle of 


product. 


expelled 


As the conservation and field economies at- 
tending such automatic control of pumping ac- 
tivities will be made the subject of tuture dis- 
cussions, suthce it at this time to say that 
during more than a decade of unremitting in- 
vestigations, efforts were stimulated by evi- 
dences of an ultimate possibility of establishing 
harmonious relations between the laws in- 
volved in expulsion and well-operating meth- 
ods, and that, before the first paragraph of 
this series was penned, these efforts had re- 
sulted in overcoming the last of the many per- 


plexing obstacles encountered 


period. 


during this 


Wyoming Producing Interest 
Goes Outside of Oil Fields 


By Special Correspondent. 

LANDER, WYOMING, Feb. 1.—Recent 
discoveries of oil in commercial quantities at 
Moorecroft and Douglas have renewed inter- 
est in the Wyoming oil fields, outside of the 
Salt Creek pool. Fremont county has _ re- 
ceived its share of attention in the past and 
The W. L. 
the reservation, near 
Wyopo, has contracted for five wells and has 
one down over 1,000 feet. A company has 
been formed to take over a lease on the Bebee 


prospects for this year are good. 


Hudson Company on 


ranch at Wyopo, and several test holes will 
be put down in the spring. The California 
Oil Company, which owns two small high- 
grade producers on the reservation, will re- 
sume drilling in the spring. The Griesmere 
lease has been taken over by a Colorado com- 
pany, who will drill it out the coming summer. 
Other reservation lessees have made arrange- 
ments to have well drilled. 

Over on the ceded portion of the reserva- 
tion several small outfits are now working, 
and if the titles can be put in satisfactory 
shape there will be a lot of work done this 
summer between Wind River and the Owl 
Creek mountains. At Pavillion a company 
headed by Fennimore Chatterton is putting 
down a number of ten-foot prospect holes, 
and in each case oil of a good quality has 
collected in the hole. This is today con- 
sidered probably the most promising field in 
this section of the state. 

At Riverton the Ohio Oil Company went 
down about 3,000 feet, but did not find what 
they wanted. The Ohio is now making ar- 
rangements to put down another test hole in 
that vicinity. 

At Conant Creek there is not much activity 
at present, but there is an immense acreage 
being held there under oil filings. Along the 
southern line of Fremont county, particularly 


in the Lost Creek district, there are a num- 
ber of oil filings. It is understood that 
will begin there the coming season. 

The Dallas with the only 
real producing wells in the county, is still 
tied up in litigation, with not much prospect 
for being in shape to be handled soon. 
will probably be more real oil prospecting 
done in Fremont county this year than has 
ever been done before in one year. 

GET 2,000 BARREL GUSHER. 

A mere chance taken by the Wyoming Crude 
Company, composed of field officers and em- 
ployes of the Mid-West Oil Company, re- 
sulted in the discovery of the largest well in 
the Salt Creek field since the Hjorth well was 
brought in last spring. Organized shortly 
after the Hjorth well came in, the Wyoming 
Crude Company drilled three wells last year, 
getting only a fair amount of oil from the 
first two and a mere showing in the third. 

Recently the directors of the company de- 
cided to clean out the old No. 2 well which 
came in at 200 barrels, but soon dechned, and 
lately has been making but 15 barrels under 
the pump. 


vork 


field, however, 


There 


When the hole was cleaned it was 
decided to drill a little deeper just as an ex- 
periment. The drill had penetrated but 11 
feet when the well came in again with a 
roar, shooting high in the air and flowing at 
the rate of 100 barrels an hour. 

There were no facilities at the well to handle 
so much oil and by the time connections could 
be made with the four-inch line leading to 
the Mid-West refinery, but 540 barrels of 
the first half day’s flow could be saved. 

The resurrected well is located on the S. W. 
%S. E. % section 28, 40-79, about a quarter 
of a mile from the original Hjorth well just 
outside the government segregation. During 
the past summer the companies prospecting 
north and west cf Casper have been almost 


11 


universally unsuccessful and the general be- 
lief had been that the oil body was confined 
to the proven field on’Salt Creek. The new 
strike, however, opens up prospects of a new 
field adjoining the Salt Creek field and it is 
expected much wildcatting will 
the new discovery. 

MUCH ACTIVITY NEAR DOUGLAS. 


There is much activity in the Douglas held 


result from 


and there is a probability of a refining com- 
pany being organized for that section. In the 
Brenning Basin the North Atlantic Oil & Gas 
Company have two standard rigs at work, and 
the Moab Company are getting ready to be- 
gin work on their leases. The Green Moun- 
tain Oil Company are preparing to begin work 
on their leases. At 
seen. At 


Lusk the same activity 
is to be Manville oil was struck 
within the town limits in a well being drilled 
by the town in an attempt to increase the 
water supply. The Commonwealth Oil & Re- 
ompany have shipped two carload of 


drilling machinery from Evanston to Douglas. 


fining ( 


At Cody the field will be thoroughly inves- 
tigated this The Mountain States 
Company will go in with several outfits and 


season. 


work was to begin not later than the first of 
this month. 

At Cowley the Standard is taking machinery 
to the Byron Lakes and the operations will 
include a search for both oil and gas. 

In Natrona county there is an unusual ac- 
tivity, outside of the Salt Creek 
field. The Pine Dome Oil Company, headed 
by State Geologist Edwin Hall, with a group 
of Utah capitalists, is the latest to enter the 
field 

The field operations of the Mid-West or 
Standard are at a standstill pending the suit 
of the government against the company, which 
is now before the Supreme Court at Wash- 
ington. 
dent 


especially 


The suit involves an order of Presi- 
Taft 
Wyoming. 


withdrawing petroleum lands in 
The government contends that the 
Taft order is of long standing and has fre- 
quently Congress. The 
Mid-West claims that the order was void, be- 


been recognized by 
cause when the order was made there were 
no statutes expressly authorizing such with- 
drawals. The withdrawals were made by the 
government to make certain oil supplies for 
the navy. 

Some idea of the possibilities in the Salt 
Creek field alone may be gained from the fact 
that one section leased from the state pro- 
duced 400,165 barrels of oil in 1912, and 
520,000 barrels in 1913. This immense pro- 
duction was taken from only eight wells which, 
owing to the limited refining capacity, were 
allowed to flow only a portion of the time 
It is estimated that hundreds of 
be brought in on this one section. 


wells can 
During the 
year 1913 royalties to the amount of $25,722.15 
from these eight wells were paid to the state 
of Wyoming. 

The Mid-West Company paid a dividend 
on common stock, the first declared in addi- 
tion to the regular dividend, on preferred 
stock, on January 29. This will make a total 
disbursement of earnings by the company of 
about $140,000. With the January payment 
the total dividends to date amount to $550,677, 
total net earnings for 1913, $1,500,000. 

Casper is a typical oil town and the liveliest 


in the state. The immense manufacturing 


plant of the Standard is nearing completion 
and the additions to the three refineries about 
completed. 
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Big Gas Well at Kane, Pa., 
Interests Pittsburgh Oildom 


By Special Correspondent. 

PITTSBURGH, PA., Feb. 9.—It is re- 
ported from Kane that a 5,000,000 feet gas well 
has been struck on the Edward Van Orsdale 
farm, near Ridgway, by the Wykoff Oil & Gas 
Company. Adjoining farms advanced in value 
to five times the prices quoted before the strike. 

The Braden Oil Company, the Phillips Com- 
pany and many private operators are meeting 
with success in drilling for oil in the vicinity 
of Tionesta. The fluid was found in the 
It is predicted that 100 wells 
will be put down this spring. 


Clarion sand. 


Several wells having production of about five 
barrels each daily have been found in a new 
pool opened in Clinton township, Butler coun- 
ty, by the T. W. Phillips Gas & Oil Company. 

The Pennsylvania Fuel Company has ex- 
tended its pipe lines from the Bruin district to 
the new oil and gas fields in the Hilliard dis- 
trict, Butler county. 

Clarion county has a mild boom as from 
one to six small wells have been brought in by 
these companies: The Callensburg Oil Com- 
pany at St. Petersburg, J. O. Dittinan & Com- 
pany at St. Petersburg, the St. Petersburg 
Sprechley Oil & Gas Company, the Phillips 
Oil Company at Showns, the People’s Gas 
Company and others. 

The Philadelphia Company will go after new 
production in the early spring. It intends mak- 
ing use of some new wells found last summer. 
Recently the company ordered 12,000 tons of 
oil country goods, the supplies to be delivered 
within the next few months. 

Pittsburghers are at the head of the recently 
organized Riverside Western Oil Company, 
which will drill for oil in Kansas. The incor- 
porators are O. D. Robinson, E. D. Robinson, 
C. L. Kerr, R. E. Boreland and M. D. Robin- 
son. 

LARGE DEALS CLOSED. 

The Columbus Gas & Fuel Company, op- 
erating under the name of the Boone Royalty 
Company, has purchased 125,000 acres of oil 
and gas territory in Boone county, West Vir- 
ginia, and also secured control of 75,000 addi- 
tional acres by option. The Columbus company 
expects to drill 100 wells, ten of which will be 
started at once. 

Announcement has been made of the pur- 
chase by the Ohio Oil Company of 30 produc- 
ing wells in the Wooster field from the Colum- 
bia Fuel Company for $250,000. 

For about $100,000, Bradford and Bingham- 
ton, (N. Y.) parties secured eight gas-produc- 
ing wells near Bradford from the Hoffman 
Oil & Gas Company. 

J. H. Wheelwright, president of the Con- 
solidation Coal Company, has purchased the 
Fairmont (W. Va.) Gas & Light Company, an 
$800,000 corporation. The company supplies 
natural gas to Fairmont and vicinity and 
formerly was controlled by the Watsons. The 
company owns extensive gas lands in West 
Virginia, its holdings being second only to the 
Standard Oil interests in this respect. 

After many months of waiting the deal has 
been completed whereby the Pittsburgh Oil & 
Gas Company sells its gas holdings in the Ash- 
tabula and Clarion districts to the East Ohio 


Gas Company, for $1,400,000, the grantor, re- 
taining, however, its large gas plant at Green- 
ville, Ohio. The Pittsburgh Oil & Gas thus 
secured funds to meet long-standing debts, re- 
tire its bonds and develop its oil properties It 
has a settled production of 450 barrels a day 
of Pennsylvania grade oil and 300 barrels a 
day of Indiana and Ohio oil. 

Paterson Oil has been active locally because 
of its having an interest in a well which was 
brought in recently in the La Hebron field in 
California. The well is showing 1,000 barrels 
daily, and as the Paterson company has a half 
interest in 20 acres there, stockholders are con- 
fident. The stock has been on the market 
more than a year and had sold all the way 
from 25 cents down to 4 cents when the present 
news caused it to advance to 22 cents. 

Oklahoma Natural Gas Company, one of the 
Braden stocks, is in good shape financially and 
physically, the year 1913 showing earnings of 
about 10 per cent, after all bond charges. J 
V. -Ritts, a Butler oil and gas operator, is 
likely to be added to the board of directors. 

The Pure Oil Company in the year 1913 
earned $2,186,636 or 48 per cent on the common 
stock. In 1912 the net earnings were $1,678,603 
and in 1911, $1,306,452. The company declared 
a dividend of 5 per cent but did not say it was 
to be regarded as a regular disbursement. Last 
year 20 per cent was paid, the regular disburse- 
ment being 3 per cent quarterly and extras 
forming the balance. At times there is much 
dissatisfaction here because a larger dividend 
is not paid. 

Property appraised at $28,488,084 has been 
devised by the Philadelphia Company to the 
Equitable Gas Company, a subsidiary, in an 
indenture filed at Washington, Pa. The term 
of the lease is 35 years, and the document cov- 
ers not only all the property owned by the 
Philadelphia company, but other parcels opera- 
ted by it. 

J. David McJunkin, dean of the Butler coun- 
ty bar, who died Feb. 3, was not only a well 
known lawyer, but he was connected with the 
advancement of Butler. In 1897 he was identi- 
fied with the Bald Ridge Oil Company, whose 
operations attracted oil men throughout the 
country to the Butler field. 

The Wilkinsburg Oil & Gas Company has 
been chartered with a capital of $10,000. The 
incorporators include W. S. Moore, F. M. 
Sloane, W. L. Stewart, D. R. Patterson, J. H. 
Ake, P. R. Faight, W. B. Skelly, W. R. Sloan, 
W. C. Waller, C. E. Herrington, W. K. Cooper, 
and E. P. Keppleman. 

Stockholders of the Northern Pipe Line 
Company met in Oil City recently, and among 
President, D. S. 
Bushnell, vice president, D. M. Sachs, and 
treasurer, W. A. Harris. 

Directors of the Alum Rock Gas Company 
have chosen these officers: President, G. S. 
Hamm; vice president, H. R. Merritt; secre- 
tary and treasurer, Claude Slicker, and field 


the officers chosen were: 


superintendent, H. J. Slicker. The net earnings.” 


of the company in 1913 were $124,898, and of 
this amount $46,168 in dividends were paid, 
$15,000 in bonds redeemed, the floating in- 
debtedness reduced $25,000, and $36,730 added 
to the balance. 
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Held for court on charges of murder be- 
cause they are alleged to have shot Charles H. 
Covert, who was engaged in laying a pipe line 
across their farm, is the decision made by a 
local alderman Thursday against Jas. Bryant, 
a farmer of Hampton township, and his son, 
Edward Bryant. The case has attracted much 
attention locally as it involves the rights of 
Attorney James 
H. Johnston, counsel for Bryant and his son, 


land owner and corporation, 


said Covert and his fellow-workers were laying 
a line for the United Gas Company when or- 
dered off My Bryant. The pipe line gang re- 
fused to go and in the ensuing quarrel a shot 
was fired which killed Covert. Johnston 
charged that gas companies, telephone com- 
panies and other corporations use this way to 
cross farms where they cannot get consent, 
and by usually beginning work on a Saturday, 
they have their work completed by the time the 
owner has secured an injunction. He claims 
Bryant's farm had been “cut to pieces” by pipe 
line, telephone and railway employes. 


FINDS OIL SHALE OF 
SERVICE IN FUTURE 


Improved methods of handling oil-bearing 
shales by which not only oil but also ammonia 
salts and other valuable by-products are ex- 
tracted have rendered the extensive deposits 
of oil-bearing shales in northwestern Colorado 
and Utah the subject of an investigation by 
the United States Geological Survey, reports 
of which, to be issued within three or four 
months, may be obtained from the director of 
the Geological Survey, Washington, D. C. 

Field and laboratory tests of these shales in- 
dicate an oil content of 10 to 61 gallons per 
ton, with an average for the better grades of 
shale of a barrel to the ton, though this aver- 
age may not hold good for extensive deposits 
of the shale. No tonnage estimates have been 
attempted, but it is known the acerage is very 
great and in many places beds of generous 
thickness have been found. 

Especial interest attaches to the deposits of 
oil shale in the United States because of the 
recognition by Great Britain of the value of 
these deposits, and the reported purchase last 
year by the British Admiralty of a large tract 
of oil shale land in New Brunswick, to be used 
exclusively as the source of oil for the British 
Navy. Lord Winston Churchill estimates that 
the Scottish shale deposits are capable of an 
annual output of 400,000 to 500,000 tons of 
fuel oil during the next 150 years. 


In 1904 the production of oil shale in Scot- 
land amounted to 2,709,840 tons with a content 
of 63,000,000 gallons of crude oil, yielding 
marketable products of 2,517,296 gallons of 
naphtha, 16,991,748 gallons of burning oil, 37,- 
997 tons of gas oil, 39,487 tons of lubricating 
oil, 22,476 tons of paraffine wax, and 49,600 
tons of ammonia salts. In 1913 the production 
of oil shale in Scotland was 3,150,000 tons, 
from which about 65,000,000 gallons of oil was 
obtained and also a large amount of am- 
monium sulphate. This yield of 20 gallons 
of oil. to the ton of shale may be contrasted 
with the assumed average yield of 40 gallons 
from the Colorado and Utah shales. The cost 
of mining and treating the shale in Scotland 
for both oil and by-products is said to be about 
$1.85 a ton. 


| 
| 
2 | 
: 


Illinois Watches Big Damage Suits in Court 


Farmers and Producers Involved in 
Lengthy Legal Battle Now Nearing Finish 


By Special Correspondent. 

CARLYLE, ILL., Feb. 5.—The stellar at- 
traction in oil circles here during the past 
month has not been the drilling in of any new 
gushers, or any attempt to extend the terri- 
tory with a new wildcat. On the contrary all 
interest of the oil fraternity has been centered 
in the Clinton county Circuit Court, in which 
tribunal a series of damage suits against the 
Ohio Oil Company are pending. The final 
ruling is of the utmost importance to the 
industry throughout the entire state. In the 
second round here the decision is against the 
oil people, but the case will be boosted into 
the higher courts. It will be a fight to a 
finish between the farmer on one side and 
the producers in the Sandoval field as de- 
fendants. 

The plaintiffs in the various suits are Hogan 
Brothers Mill and Grain Company, Louis 
Swagler, Daniel Cashman, Adolph Thomas, 
Arnold Keister, J. L. Nicolay and John 
Schlichtmann. In three cases damages for 
$6,000, or $2,000 each, are asked against the 
Ohio Oil Company. There are four other 
suits for a total of $11,000 in which the Ohio 
Oil Company, Southwestern Oil & Gas Com- 
pany, Kewanee Oil & Gas Company, Bridge- 
port Oil Company, Selby-Cisler Producing 
Company, and the Indian Refining Company 
are the defendants. As stated above the de- 
fendants are all producing oil in the field north 
of Sandoval, 14 miles east of this city. The 
drainage for practically all of the field is fur- 
nished by Lost Creek, which flows west and 
in a southwesterly direction through Meridian, 
Clement and Lake townships. <All of the plain- 
tiffs in the case pending live in Meridian. It 
is alleged by them that the salt water and 
waste oil from the field has polluted the water 
of the creek, ruined their pasture land and 
killed vegetation in general, which is evident 
from the number of dead trees along the 
stream. 

The first case was heard at the September 
term of court, and the Ohio Oil Company 
won. The court gave instructions to the jury 
that they must believe from a preponderance 
of the evidence that the defendant and no 
other corporation or person caused the in- 
jury complained of before a verdict could be 
found for the plaintiff. The plaintiffs, Hogan 
Brothers Mill & Grain Company, were granted 
a new trial. 


GET SMALL DAMAGES. 


The suit disposed of at the term of court 
just ended was that of Adolph Thomas against 
the Ohio and five other companies as named 
above. A single firm of lawyers looked after 
the interests of the prosecution, while every 
company involved had an attorney represent- 
ing its interests. This made quite an array 
of legal talent for the defense. As the hear- 
ing proceeded one company after another was 
released by the prosecution, all falling by the 
wayside excepting the Ohio, therefore this 
corporation bore the brunt of the hot legal 
struggle. The plaintiff placed many witnesses 
or. the stand who testified that the water in 
the creek was unfit for use for the stock, etc., 
and furthermore that they had followed the 
lateral streams from the creek to the oil field 


and found the source of pollution was fr 
certain leases. The defendant had 

other witnesses, a chemist who had m 
analysis of the water in question. Of « 

his report was favorable regarding the wate: 
or he would not have been there as a witness 
The hearing occupied the better part 

days, including two night sessions, with Jud; 
McBride presiding. The jury returned a ver 
dict of $125 damages against the defendant 
The sum asked for was $2,500, therefore thi 
judgment is not at all satisfactory. A moti 
for a new trial made by the defendant was 
overruled, consequently an appeal was granted 
to the Appellate Court. It is claimed that the 


question of the pollution of streams by oil 
producers has never been passed upon by thi 
highest tribunal Illinois If the land- 


owners should be the victors in the final round 
a perfect deluge of suits would likely follow 
throughout the oil fields of the state, wh 


would cripple the industry in many ways 

In Clinton county the only drilling now be 
ing done is in Meridian and Irishtown town- 
ships. Both are wildcats, and neither at the 
present time is giving the prospectors any en 
couragement. The Ohio Company is making 
the test in Meridian, the location being on the 
Ilaherty farm, about midway between the 
Carlyle and Sandoval fields. A depth of 1,200 
feet has been reached with an abundance of 
salt water. The drilling will be continued to 
below 1,560 feet, the depth of the pay at 
Sandoval, and perhaps deeper. The Ohio has 
a large acreage under lease in that locality 
and a thorough test will be made 

A syndicate composed of citizens of Keyes 
port, Irishtown, Carlyle and Beckemeyer, 
headed by Mayor J. W. DuComb, of Becke- 
meyer, is backing the proposition in Irishtown 
Marquis and Ewing are the contractors and 
they have passed the thousand foot mark. If 
there is any oil it will have to show up before 
1,200 feet is passed, which is all the contract 
calls for. There is little activity in the field 
here, the work being confined to taking care 
of the production, which averages close to a 
thousand barrels a day. 

The wildcat well drilled northeast of Collins 
ville, in Madison county, is a duster. At a 
depth of 2,184 feet the drill went into black 
sulphur water after which operations ceased 
The hole has been plugged, and the Ohio Com- 
pany has cancelled all of the leases on which 
rentals were due. It is reported that St. Louis 
parties will soon start drilling a well near 
Caseyville, southwest of Collinsville a few 
miles. 

In the Carlinville, Macoupin county, pool th: 
Ohio has four small producers on the Braun 
farm, northwest of that city. The total pro- 
duction will average about thirty barrels a 
day, but this will pay because of the shallow 
depth. The pumping of the wells has been 
tied up by an injunction issued on the applica- 
tion filed by the Carlinville Coal Company. 
They own the coal under this farm, and they 
claim the oil company has no legal right to 
drill through their property to get the oil. 
Some spirited litigation will likely follow. 

Drilling has been started again on the Medlin 
farm, near Anna, in Union county. This is 


a home project and the drilling has been going 
ou for many months. The hole is now down 


te 2,400 feet and still going. 

Qil men will be somewhat interested in a 
series of tests for coal to be made north and 
south of Watson, in Effingham county. Messrs 
List and Hubbard, both of Centralia, have 
taken options on about 20,000 acres of coal 
land and the work of testing has been started. 
The location is about a half mile north of the 
test for oil made in 1912. The log kept by the 
contractor shows a six-foot vein of coal at 
625 feet A diamond core drill is being used 
If coal is found the first time numerous tests 
are to be made with a possibility of hitting a 
stray vein of oil. 

Messrs. Isador Jonas, John Schmelzer and 


John Langenfeld, all well known citizens of 


Centralia, are highly elated over the striking 
of oil on a lease they are interested in near 
Tulsa, Okla. The second producer was re 
cently drilled in. 

In the old eastern Illinois fields, Lawrence 
county continues to be the king-pin along the 
line of production, with Dennison township 
at the head of the list. The drilling in of 
new wells is so common in this township that 
little attention is paid to the same unless it is 
an extraordinary gusher. Things are looking 
better in the new pool in Ailison township 
between Lawrenceville and Vincennes. Several 
months ago the Ohio started quite a bit of 
excitement there by drilling in a fairly good 
well on the Hebert farm, section 22, Allison 
township. The strike was played for an ex 
tension of the deep sand production in Denni- 
son township, but subsequent drilling was not 
at all satisfactory. The numerous dry holes 
discouraged development, but this new weli 
on the Legg farm will enliven things very 
much. It made better than a hundred barrels 
the first day. Since it makes an extension of 
the pay dirt territory it means more drilling. 
It is possible that a nice little pool may be 
found there yet. The location is about four 
miles west of Vincennes. 


LAWRENCE COUNTY GETS BIG 
WELL. 


The citizens of St. Francisville, located on 
the Wabash river, in the southeast corner of 
Lawrence county, are highly elated over the 
oil development in that direction. The excite- 
ment started’ when a fine well was drilled in 
on the Albert Tougaw farm, less than two 
miles north of the village. The leasers got 
busy and some nice bonuses were paid for 
stuff. A few days ago a gusher that went 
out over the derrick was brought in on the 
John Litherland farm a little over two miles 
northwest of the town. The Ohio Company 
i3 drilling a well on the Charles Garvey farm, 
joining the Tougaw on the north. A location 
for another one has been made on the Brevoort 
farm, adjoining the Tougaw on the east, by 
the John Duffy Oil Company. All of this new 
production is in territory which is spotted with 
dry holes. In the country north and north- 
west of St. Francisville there are now forty- 
seven producers. It is thought that it is an 
extension of the rich Dennison field, a few 
miles to the north. 
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Operations continue in the Allendale pool, 
and nice producers are being brought in every 
The Sian 


Oil & Gas Company, which was formed after 


month within the defined territory. 


the famous Biehl well had been drilled in, is 
rather 
hopeful sign of the production spreading out 


working right along with success. 


is seen in the bringing in of a well on the 
\dam Schaefer farm, northeast corner of sec- 


ion 16, and about two miles south of the 
Biehl. The operators are still hopeful of ex- 
tending the pool 


\ boiler exploded on the George Gray farm, 


Calitornia Jumps 


By Special Correspondent. 
LOS ANGELES, Feb. 5.—The gross 


production of California during 1913 was 97,- 
656,000 barrels, of which 4,800,000 barrels were 
consumed as fuel in development in the fields. 

In exact figures the net commercial produc- 
tion was 92,855,989 barrels, a daily average of 
254,397.39 barrels, during the 365 days. The 
commercial shipments to consumers were 90,- 
817,194 barrels 
2,038,486 barrels, making a total surplus on 


There were added to storage 


hand December 31, 1913, of 49,817,098 bar- 
rels. In 1912 the net commercial output was 
84,601,565 barrels, and field consumption about 
the same as last year, viz.: 4,800,000, making a 
total of 89,400,000 barrels. The increase there- 
fore is 6,856,000 barrels. 

STANDARD’S OPERATIONS. 

The Standard Oil Company has announced 
the distribution pro rata of the remaining 10 
per cent of treasury stock, except 3,000 shares, 
to stockholders. This will make the issued 

The cap- 
italization was increased from $25,000,000 to 


capital approximately $49,700,000. 
$50,000,000 not long since, and at the annual 
stockholders’ meeting March 16, the directors 
will submit a proposal to double this last cap- 
italization. 

The Standard continues to make improve- 
ments on a constantly increasing scale. For 
some time past it has had two eight inch pipe 
lines paralleling each other between Bakers- 
field and Point Richmond, and a twelve inch 
line paralleling these two between Mendota, 
the junction of the Coalinga branch with the 
trunk line, and Point Richmond. The twelve- 
inch line is now being extended to Bakers- 
field. Between the El Segundo refinery near 
Los Angeles and the Whittier-Fullerton dis- 
tricts (including La Habra, Coyotes, Olinda 
and Brea Canyon), a six-inch line was buiit 
some three years ago. Last year a second 
line of the same size was laid paralleling the 
first Last month an eight-inch line was 
added to this equipment. 

Natural gas from the company’s big wells 
on the Emory and Murphy properties in the 
Coyotes will be used as fuel at the El Se- 
gundo refinery. As soon as the eight-inch pipe 
line to the fields is completed, one of the old 
six-inchers will be utilized to carry the gas. 
At present all the gas, amounting to many 
millions of cubic feet, excepting what little is 
burned as fuel in development in the field, is 
wasted. 

The Standard has issued an official statement 
that in future, owing to the suits instituted by 
the Federal government to recover the cash 
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near St. Francisville, a few days ago and in- 
jured Virgil Dean, who was tending it. A 
fragment mangled his lower jaw and came 
near tearing off his nose. 

Three men were killed, three wives made 
widows, as many children fatherless, and four 
men were seriously injured as the result of a 
boiler explosion on the Divey farm southwest 
of Bridgeport, Thursday morning, January 8. 
The force of the explosion was felt for miles, 
large plate glass windows in Bridgeport be- 
ing shattered. The bodies of the men were 
blown fully 150 feet from the scene. 


Cleveland, O. 


The Sullivan-Shelburn oil field is the real 
live wire in the development in the state of 
Indiana, and operations are spreading out every 
week. The territory is spotted, but the shal- 
low depth of the pay dirt makes the going easy 
and the expense light. While there have been, 
as usual, many disappointments the drilling 1s 
moving right along. The average daily pro- 
duction is now rated at very close to 3,500 
barrels. The Ohio pipe line will be completed 
within a few days. It is an extension from 
Crawford county. 


Thirteen Million Barrels Last Year 


Present Surplus Nearly Fifty Million— 
Standard Continues Enlarging Its Facilities 


value of oil extracted from lands occupied by 
producers after the presidential withdrawal 
order of September, 1909—in which the Stand- 
ard has been made a defendant on account of 
having purchased large quantities of the oil— 
it will be obliged to decline all oil produced 
from unpatented lands unless the producer 
puts up a sufficient bond to indemnify the 
company against loss should the government 
win the suits now pending in court. The mid- 
west case in Wyoming, at present before the 
Supreme Court of the United States, is consid- 
ered the test in similar cases pending in Cal- 
ifornia. The Standard, in its statement, says 
that the presidential proclamation clearly with- 
drew the lands only from settlement or entry, 
and that the distinction between the title to 
mineral and the title to land from which the 
mineral is produced has been repeatedly rec- 
ognized by the courts, hence the company 
bought the oil in good faith and in the full be- 
lief that it would be protected by this distinc- 
tion in any event. The action of the govern- 
ment’s attorneys in disputing this position is 
admitted to have greatly surprised the com- 
pany and its legal representatives. 

The Standard’s statement is in fact but a 
reiteration of the policy announced some 60 
days since, but it destroys the faint hope en- 
tertained by a few that there might be a change 
in its policy. 

On the other hand, some encouragement is 
afforded by the announcement that the Stand- 
ard will buy oil below 18 gravity in the San 
Joaquin Valley at 40 cents a barrel on two- 
year contracts. For some time past it has re- 
fused to take this oil at any price. Another en- 
couraging sign was that the Independent Agency 
paid 36% cents per barrel in December for the 
second time in more than two years, the first 
time being in November. At the same time, 
an element of discouragement is seen in the 
Standard’s cut of 5 cents a barrel on all grades 
of oil produced in the Los Angeles and Orange 
county fields which went into effect January 1. 

GENERAL PETROLEUM. 

Andrew Weir, the great British ship owner, 
and R. Tilden Smith, London banker, repre- 
senting the Western Ocean Syndicate, Ltd., 
have returned to England after closing the 
deal for the taking over and financing of the 
General Petroleum Company of California. 
The exchange of stocks and bonds on the basis 
proposed has been agreed to by the holders of 
sufficient securities to put the deal through. A 
British company known as the General Petro- 
leum, Limited, will be organized with a capital 
of $75,000,000, two-thirds of which will be 7 


per cent comulative preference stock, all of a 
par value of one pound sterling. Bondholders 
of the General Petroleum of California will 
exchange their bonds for this preference stock 
at par, and stockholders will get three $5 or 
one pound shares of British company stock 
for each $100 share of California company 
stock. General Petroleum stock has sold re- 
cently as low as $12. The British company 
takes over all the General Petroleum’s and the 
General Pipe-line’s obligations. 

Following the closing of the English deal, 
Eugene du Sabla, Jr., has resigned as president 
of the General Petroleum and has been suc- 
ceeded by Capt. John Barneson. 


DIESEL MARINE ENGINES. 

Messrs. Weir and Smith also closed a deal 
with the Union Tool Company, a corporation 
affiliated with the Union Oil Company, by 
which the first company acquires the exclusive 
right to build and sell Diesel engines for ma- 
rine purposes on the Pacific Coast of North 
and South America and in the United States, 
west of the Mississippi. Messrs. Weir and 
Smith in this transaction represented Bau- 
meister & Wein, of Copenhagen, ship owners 
who control the patents on the Diesel marine 
engine and built the several motor ships that 
have recently attracted world-wide attention. 
One of these, the Siam, the first to come to the 
Pacific Coast of America, was here last month, 
discharged a general cargo, took on oil from 
the General Petroleum Company’s loading 
plant at San Pedro, and sailed with a cargo 
for the Orient. 

The Union Tool Company will double its 
capitalization, and expend $500,000 at once en- 
larging its plants at Torrance near Los Angeles 
to handle the business. I. Knudsen, managing 
director of Baumeister & Wein, is coming 
from Copenhagen to oversee the installation of 
the plant. 


UNION OIL COMPANY. 


The directors of the Union Oil Company re- 


jected the proposal of Messrs. Weir and Smith - 


for the re-organization of that company by the 
Western Ocean Syndicate. It was proposed 
to organize the Union Oil Company, Limited, 
under British law, with a capitalization of $50,- 
000,000, of which $35,000,000 was to be 6 per 
cent participating preference stock, the balance 
common shares. Stockholders of the Union 
Oil Company of California were to have the 
privilege of exchanging their shares at par for 
this preference stock. The British company 
was to assume all obligations and completely 
finance the deal. 

Everything ran smoothly until the last min- 
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ute, when the Englishmen explained their inter- 
pretation of the term “participating,” then came 
the split. The English practice was explained 
to be that this preference stock would not only 
draw 6 per cent until the common drew an 
equal amount, and then the two share alike in 
any disbursements, but that the preference 
stock should draw always its six per cent and 
also share equally in any dividends upon com- 
mon stock in addition thereto. In other words, 
when common stock drew six per cent, the 
preference stock would draw 12 per cent. This 
plan was rejected by the Union directors and 
negotiations ended. 

The General Petroleum’s option on the Stew- 
art family’s stock in the corporations that con- 
trol the Union Oil Company, is still in effect, 
and over $800,000 has been paid thereon. An 
additional payment was made February 1, 
showing that no decision not to exercise it has 
been reached, although it is the general im- 
pression here that its exercise is improbable. 
By the first of July $1,000,000 must be paid, 
after which the option runs to July 1, 1914. 

TRANSPORTATION PROBLEM. 

So acute has become the demand for ocean 
transports for oil that the Union Oil Company 
has contracted with the Mexican Petroleum to 
deliver Mexican oil at Colon for the Panama 
Canal and railroad, for which the Union has 
had the fuel contract ever since construction 
of the canal began. It has also bought 
Peruvian oil and California fuel oil stored in 
South America by the West Coast Oil Com- 
pany, a Standard subsidiary, to supply its cus- 
tomers in Chile. The Union has chartered the 
General Petroleum’s 65,000 barrel tanker, the 
Eugene de Sabla, which has just arrived from 
England, to take two cargoes to Chile. The 
Union will have two new boats of its own here 
from England in the next 60 days, and two 
more later. These were ordered long ago but 
delayed by overcrowded shipyards and strikes. 
To make matters worse, one of the Union's 
biggest boats, the Pectan, has run ashore and 
will be laid up several weeks. 


WANTS NEBRASKA TO 
BUILD A PIPE LINE 


The State of Nebraska will be asked to go 
into the fuel oil supply business with a pipe 
line from the Wyoming fields across the state 
to the Missouri river, and branch lines to every 
section of the state. E. Stoddard is at the 
present time in Wyoming securing information 
relating to the proposition with the intention 
of presenting the matter to the Nebraska Leg- 
islature at its next session. 

He will ask that the state finance the plar 
and lend the assistance of a sufficient number 
of convicts to do the actual work of laying the 
line. At the present time Nebraska is one 
of the few states in the Union which does not 
produce at least a part of its own fuel and 
power. Every ton of coal, every gallon of oil, 
comes from outside its borders and the pro- 
posed pipe line is expected to supply the state 
with the cheapest possible source, under the 
circumstances, of fuel and power. 


The first of the year found the Prairie Oil 
& Gas Company’s new Alton line in opera- 
tion. It is understood that it will not be run- 
ning more than half capacity, or 10,000 bar- 
rels per day, for a fortnight, but after that 
will be kept at its maximum. 
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These Days are Auspicious 
and Gulf Coast 1s Busy 


By Special Correspondent. 

HOUSTON, TEXAS, Feb. 3.—With the 
advent of the New Year, 30 days of the finest 
of weather, a 10-cent advance in the price of 
blood, has 
served to stimulate and increase the oil ac- 
tivity in both the Caddo and the Gulf Coast 
fields. 


oil and the advent of some new 


With the increased production at Mansfield, 
the west extention at Sour Lake in the deep 
sand, a 7,000 barrel well 300 feet to the west 
of production in the old Vinton field, two 
gushers at Edgerly and the deep well at 
Humble still flowing at the rate of 3,400 har- 
rels per day, there was enough doing to make 
business pick up again. The fact is it had 
never really abated save for the 
New Year is 


radiant with the promise of the largest and 


extreme 
weather and floods, and the 
most aggressive drilling campaign ever wit- 
nessed in the Gulf Coast country. 

both in the old and new 
fields, is the order and more of the rich and 


Deep drilling, 


deeper pay sands will be opened up during 
the year. 

For some time large Holland and French 
syndicates 


1 


been prominent in the oil 
Oklahoma fields and 
the Russians with large extractions and un- 
pronouncable names have taken up their abode 
at Shreveport to study the characteristic fea- 
tures of the Caddo and Mansfield districts. 
At the same time the Japs are touring with 
similar intent the Gulf Coast fields, and now 
if Uncle Sam gets into the game with a re- 
finery and pipe line to the Gulf there will be 
something doing. It’s the old “The 
more the merrier,” and the bigger the game 
So much for the prospective promise of 
the New Year. 
AT MORNINGSPORT AND OIL CITY. 


Above the usual 


have 


activities of the now 


adage, 


number of completions 
were made during the most excellent weather 
for the month. 

The Star Oil Company got another good 
well on the 


Souks lease near the famous 
burning well that defied the fire fighters for 


a week. The Arkansas Natural Gas Com- 
pany brought in a good well on Ballards 
Island. The Ruston-Caddo Oil Company got 


a 50-barrel well across the 
Houston-Caddo Oil 
rig to 


lake, and the 
Company is building a 
pump their No. 1 on the Nunndy. 
The Magic City Company have a good well 
in their No. 2. It started to flow but they 
The B. F. Rodgers 
Oil Company brought in an 18 million foot 
gasser at 960 feet and the Gulf Refining Com- 
pany’s No. 3 on the Stiles is rated at 110 
barrels at 2,312 feet. 


are building a rig to pump. 


Over in the Jums Bayon district the Atlas 
Oil Company has two good wells that were 
finished in the 2,300-foot sand. The Pure Oil 
Company’s No. 4-Nauzen is standing full of 
oil. The Producers, Standard ®il and Gulf 
Refining Company all have finished their reg- 
ular quota of wells with a less number of 
dry and salt water holes than usually. 

Pine Island is in hard luck. smal! 
gas well at 770 feet and two small oilers in 
the deep sand, but no chalk rock wells, is the 


One 


quota for the month. There was great prom- 
ise for Pine Island some months ago when 
3,000-barrel 
well in the chalk rock on his 200 acres on 


the island. 


Richardson brought in a 
Then he moved over one location 
and got a showing for a 10-barrel well. He 
moved over again and this time missed the 
chalk entirely; However, No. 1 is still pro- 
ducing 200 barrels, which gives evidence that 
there is still plenty of oil in the chalk rock 
formation in that territory. D. C. 
to get it if he could but “run the runs.” 

AT HOSSTON.—Over in the 


territory 


is the man 


shallow 
some 40 odd wells were completed 
during the year and the interest in this terri- 
tory has been very materially increased, 
especially since they have learned better how 
The 
average initial daily production in this district 
is about 2,400 barrels. 


to case the wells and handle the sand. 


The Clifton Oil Company has finished two 
Hoss and the Chas. D. 
Hill Oil Company has finished his No. 2 on 
the Church, being No. 4 of the series, and 
is rated at 150 barrels. 


more wells on the 


Schenburger & Rat- 
cliff have a 50-barrel well in their No. 1 at 
Moscow. 

A number of other wells are drilling and 
this territory promises to extend some dis- 
tance down and across the T. P. R. R., very 
materially extending the field, which is now 
fully 10 miles in length. 


On the 


were finished during the year, three-fourths 


Texas side some 15 or 20 wells 


of which came in During the 


month the Knickerbocker Oil Company got a 


producers. 


good one in No. 5 Riv <s. 
to the south, the Providence Oil Company, 
composed mostly of Marshall people, got a 


In Harrison county, 


showing for a good well near Swanson Land- 
ing. 
AT MANSFIELD, DE SOTO PARISH. 


In this district the keenest of interest has 
been centered for some months on the out- 
Near 


Neighborton several large gas wells ranging 


come of the various drilling operations. 


from 30 to 40 million cubic feet have been 
brought in and recently several large oil wells 
of the gusher class, ranging from 2,000 to 6,000 
barrels, have been completed, thus placing 
Mansfield on the map as an oil field to stay. 
A real oil field town is springing up about 
Neighborton. Mansfield is taking on new life 
and the town lot man is in evidence extend- 
ing the city limits. 

The Gulf Company drew the prize of the 
month in two wells, respectively rated at 1,500 
These wells are on the 
Jenkins and Smith-Wemple farms. This com- 
pany brought in the discovery well in the 
Mansfield district some two years ago, now 
known as the “Joke Well.” They also brought 
in the first big well that opened up the north 
extention on the Jenkins farm. They have 
persistently kept at it until they have found 
the rich spot in the field and are well de- 
serving of their success. 


and 2,500 barrels. 


The Gulf now has eight wells drilling. The 
Pasadena and Standard companies are also 
running their full quota of rigs and have 
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! 1 ver mater Swe the dail pro- 
f the field 
ON THE GULF COAST. 
During the ear deep sand drilling has 
een the rage \ new extention was found 
t e S re Sour Lake elds and 
\t Humble the deep 
| GOO fee the east has been found 
‘ j ne elds were brought 
i ing the r at Edger nd Bland 
he deep san t approximately 3,000 
feet. Thus t dus s hoth widening 
deepening, and with the price of oil still 
ril the promise for the New Year 1s 
rtionately bright 
HUMBLE AND SOUR LAKE. 
Hare the interest is intensely keen on ac- 
unt f the new deep sand holding up so 
ell. The big well on the Carroll that was 
brought back last month making 5,000 barrels 
still wil 3400 barrels per day, and N 
10 1 ( it 4 1 screen, has been 
f ing for five months \ number of small 
ells were hed in the shallow sand and a 
part the eld is be drilled over 
uc with good results 
The Sour | e ex n t he southwest 
the Jackson in the 2,000 feet sand is hold 
1! ll. A half doze wells ranging 
rom 500 to 2,000 barrels have been brought 
this extent while sevefa smaller 
VCS ere Of eht in in the ld field at the 
regula lepth The d time interest 1s 
being ar ed in the southwest extention of 


the new sand and leases in this direction are 
in demand 
The Sour Lake 


their 2-acre lease 


sold 


for $40,009. 


Petroleurn Company 
with the well 


SARATOGA AND BATSON. 


Nothing startling has been reported from 
e regular quota of work 


\t Spindle Top 


these ld 


four new rigs are 


it work and most anvthing out of the or- 
dinary mav turn up. Goose Creek has to its 
credit two good wells and a number of small 
ones \ good well showing for 200 barrels 
was < npletes t 1.480 feet and the depth of 


Higgins & 


completed at 


Harrington. 
The original well was 1.565 feet 
vear before choking off 


AT EDGERLY AND BLAND.—These 


two newly disc vered 1 Ids. 


ind flowed for a 


hoth in the deep 


sand, are very much alike and vet different. 
\t Edeerly four ot ve oil-produemg sands 
Nave ee developed while at Bland so far 
n producing s d has een discovered 
il he pay found in the discovery well. 
This difference, however, may be explained 
by the possibility of the Bland discovery well 
being drilled on the low side of the anticlinal 
fold as there is a difference of 120 feet in the 
depth of the pay sand and only 12 feet dif- 
ference on the surface, so that later drilling 
further up the fold will probably find oil in 
tiie er sands 

\t Bland the discovery well is. still pro 
ducing and a number of the tests are nearing 


\t Edgerly good wells 
\bout 20 
are drilling and the oil fraternity 
hard to determine the direction and 
of the field 

EDGERLY GETS 7,000 BBL. WELL. 

The unexpected is always in order in the 
For 


two exceptionally 


came in during the month wells 


is battling 
extent 


oil industry some time Edgerly was 


Small wells only were the rule and 


quiet. 
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it looked as if the field was being rapidly 
drained \nd then only 300 feet to the west 
in the regular sand at 2,175 feet a well was 
finished that came in with a rush—making 


5,000 barrels, 
dis- 


well being drilled near the 


7,000 barrels and is holding up t 
showing that the sands are in some way 
connected The 
Lake or Blowout is evidently disconnected by 


a salt core, common to oil fields along the 


coast, or by a lateral flexure caused at the 
Blowout disturbance 

Markham are 

2.800 feet 


Markham 


1 ¥ 
veloped a heavy pressure of gas at 


time of the 

Jennings and making 
and the 
well de- 


1,600 feet 


former at 
2,400 feet. The 


deep tests, the 


latter at 


water at 2,400 feet 


WILD CAT OPERATIONS. 


and salt 


Two more large gas wells were finished in 
the shallow sand at Mexia The pipe line 
from the field at Mexia to Waco is being 


rapidly arranged for by Kk. C. parties who are 


handling the enterprise. The Motex Oil Com- 


Cleveland, O. 


pany is drilling north of Humble at 1,400 feet. 

Griffith & Burt are started on another well 
The State Bros. are drill- 
ing east of the old Dayton field, and H. 
Bullard is getting ready to drill another hole 
Dayton Jackson had 
sand at 500 


in Grimes county. 


southeast of where 
several blowouts in the 
feet and drilled 2,900 


which gives promise of an oil field not far 


shallow 
feet in a salt core 
away. 

Pierce Junction promised another flash in 
the pan when oil and water were found at 
720 feet but not enough to make a well, and 
they are drilling deeper. At Tanaha, John 
O'Neal and Hammond are drilling at test with 
large acreage at their: command. 

Converse is drilling again in Nacadoches 
county. The Houston Oil Company is drilling 
in Tyler county and Jeff Cochrane of Cleve- 
land is selling land to drill at High Tower, in 
liberty county. other 
but nothing of an encouraging nature has been 


Several tests are on 


reported. 


Some Rambling Remarks 


From Around Wichita Falls, Tex. 


The price of any staple is fixed by the law 


of supply and demand. Jim Lowery’s scheme 


to keep the' books in balance on cotton was to 


shirt tails two inches shorter when 


short, 


make the 
the cott 


longer w 


1 crop was and two inches 


1en it was a long crop, the short 
tailed shirt remaining the same price to the 

consumer 
This 
products has nothing to do with the 
of the United 


dingbusted oil business and its  by- 


wearing 


apparel of the citizens States, 


but the 


prices are as changeable as the sea- 


Their range of fluctuation has 
} 


sons in Texas. 


not been defined by wire fences. It seems 
that if a certain gentleman of Teutonic descent, 
by name, Joseph Seep, has not had a good 
night’s sleep, or is not feeling good on gen- 


eral principles, he whispers to his dictograph, 
“Give those pioneers of the sage-brush a small 
And lo the wallop 
cut off the 


wallop this morning.” 


comes, and a couple of meals are 


producer’s meal ticket. 
producer cuts 


Frequently the size of the 


some figure with the price per barrel. lor 


instance, the man who produces one, two or 
three hundred barrels of oil per day cannot 
possibly expect to get as much for his oil as 
the guy that produces six or seven thousand 
barrels. This has 


Electra field for the past year. 


been the condition in the 
The big com- 
panies’ oil has been bringing a premium of 


2214 cents per barrel over the small producer. 


1 
Last month I merely mentioned the fact that 
Rk. S. Allen had leased the fifty-five thousand 


barrel storage tank owned by the  Pierce- 


Fordyce Oil Association and was going to 
store his royalty, which amounts to about 
10,000 barrels per month. My curiosity got 
the better of me and I interviewed Mr. Allen 
after he had bought fifteen thousand barrels 
of oil from old man Bywaters, and had it 
delivered to his storage. 

Allen is modest and did not care to talk, 


but the substance of his conversation was 
this: He lack of 


uniformity of price existing in the Electra 
field and had made up his mind to get a uni- 


had become tired of the 


form price for his product. This to my mind 
was worthy of publicity, and if ever a public- 
spirited proposition deserved the hearty co- 
operation of the fraternity, this seems to me 
to be that one, and I hope that Allen will 
bring about the fulfillment of his project. 

few 
“Eternal vigilance.” 


must bear in mind: 
He must never close both 


things he 


Jason’s quest for the “Golden 
Fleece” and the obstacles that he had to sur- 


eyes in slumber. 


mount was a walk in a secluded pathway to 
what Allen encounter. The 
dragon’s teeth are sown along the entire route, 


will have’ to 
without the magic charm to free him from 
their poisonous contact. But take it from me 
the courageous will get a piece of “Mother's 
Pie,” while the man with the quaking heart 
will be chawing a musty crust. 

A NEW DANCE. 


You heard 
that’s very hot; 


have about the Tango, a dance 

You have danced the Texas Tommy, the Bear 
and Turkey Trot; 

You have heard the dreamy music, you've 
danced and paid your toll, 

But say, my skillful dancer, try the Oklahoma 
Roll. 


It was introduced in Texas by Edward Fair- 
banks, et al., 

In the office of the Westland—didn’t need a 
spacious hall. 

The music in the baleony, unfurled its dreamy 
scroll— 

"Twas then the 
Oklahoma Roll. 


Bull and Edward did the 


P. S.—Printed by permission of one of the 
Rollers. 


L. C. Heydrick has just returned from 
Butler, Pa. His mission home was a sad one 
as he went to bury his only sister, Mrs. Fisher. 
We extend to Mr. Heydrick, as well as to the 
bereaved family, our heartfelt sympathy. 
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Pontotoc Co. Oklahoma Has Eight Wells Drilling 


Prospects of Another Field Are Considered 
by the Bunch that Has Arrived 


Good 


By Special Correspondent. 

WICHITA FALLS, TEX., Feb. 5.—It 
seems that when Adam and Eve were fired 
out of the Garden of Eden, Adam was told 
to earn his bread by the sweat of his face and 
this holds good in all new oil fields. The 
most inaccessable, the most inconvenient places 
are those where oil is usually discovered. 
Take Allen, in Pontotoc county, Oklahoma, for 
example. The hotels are poor, the railroad is 
an abomination, it is a rough country and the 
sand is so thick and heavy that autoing is a 
labor instead of a pleasure. Therefore it has 
all the requirements: of a real oil field. 

But the way they are going after it in that 
county is certainly most satisfying to the most 
optimistic. Eight drilling wells within a 
radius of six miles from the Allen well in 
section 23—5 N—8 E. 

Another pleasing thing about it is that you 
don’t have to wait five or six months to know 
the results. It has only been about twenty 
days since the first well was put to pumping, 
and before this reaches your readers there 
will have been finished at least three wells 
that are very important to the future of the 
field. 

The original well has been giving a very 
good account of itself, being a good 30-barrel 
well at a depth of 860 feet. The oil is black 
and of 28 specific gravity (Baume). I am 
informed by men who have been identified 
with the game since its discovery in Okla- 
homa, that the gravity of this oil gives the 
field splendid possibilities. The lightness of 
Madil oil classed it as freak. There is no 
pipe line to the field, but the drilling wells will 
take more than is produced at this writing. 
Dave Stuart, of the Magnolia Petroleum Com- 
pany, told the writer that if the field justified 
it they would build a pipe line into Allen from 
somewhere along their Cushing line. This 
statement will ease the minds of any of the 
prospective producers, since the Texas Com- 
pany has Advised against going after the low 
grade Allen oil. 

The cost of drilling a well to one thousand 
feet under the present 
$6,000. 


LOCATIONS AND DRILLING WELLS. 


The locations, rigs and drilling wells and 
their depths follows: 

J. Edgar Pew drilling in N. W. of N. E. 
Sec. 26 T. 5 N. Range 8 E—-200 feet. This 
well is located about 500 feet southeast of the 
initial well. 

The Kurtz Oil Company drilling in S. E. 
of S. W. Sec. 23 T. 5 Range 8 East. About 
500 feet west of the original well. 

Dunn Brothers have a rig in the N. W. of 
S. W. Sec. 7-5-9. 

Nels Burton has timbers in the N. W. of 
N. W. Sec. 30-5-9. 

The Brink Oil Company is drilling in N. W. 
of N. E. Sec. 28-5-9. 

Nels Burton is 150 feet in the N. W. %4 
Sec. 12-4-9. 

Kurtz Oil Company is 450 feet in the N. W. 
of N. E. Sec. 2-4-8. 

The Brink Oil Company is spudding in the 
N. W. of S. W. Sec. 24-4-8. 

Snowden Brothers have a rig in the S. W. 


methods is about 


14 Sec. 27-5-8. 
Roscoe Hobbs, et al., has a location in the 
S. E. of N. W. Sec. 32-5-8. 


Another well drilling in Sec. 36-6-7—200 
feet. 

Another location is one mile south 
Spaulding. It is a rig. 


Greenlees Brothers have a well drilling 
three-fourths of a mile north of Clarita 
Another rig is west of Tupelo. 
The Red River well in Sec. 3 
feet. 
This will give your readers some idea as 


3-5-10 is 1.300 


to the extent of the development throughout 
this district. It may have nothing to do with 
the Holy City, but it looks as if they would 
make a Holy Country out of it, if they keep 
up that drilling. 

AMONG THOSE PRESENT ARE. 

One of the first men I met at Allen was 
I’. W. Leidecker, an old-timer and one of the 
Leidecker brothers back on the Creek, not a 
whit changed since | saw him last, 18 years 
ago. Except, however, in politics. He has 
abiding faith in the future of Allen as an oil 
field. Way past the three-score years, but as 
full of optimism and enthusiasm as a kid. 
I would like to sit at his feet when his pipe 
was glowing and hear of the men now long 
past the abandoned mark with their credit 
balance checked up, the books balanced, and 
hear again the stories of Drake and Grace 
and other pioneers who built the hemlock 
cities, bringing new blood and civilization into 
the trackless forests. 


J. Edgar Pew, the man who braved the 
swamps and fever in South Texas building 
pipe lines and drilling wells as the manager 
of the Sun Company, until he became a web- 


foot and paddled the lagoons and bayous like 
a he duck, but made that company the popular 
one of the southern oil fields, is at Allen, a 
little gray but happy in the fact that he has 
what should be a sure location. Since coming 
to Tulsa he no longer needs the web on his 
feet; he now needs snowshoes to ski the 
sands that surround Allen. 

I presume that if one would look the Allen 
field over, if he should get into the most 
exclusive social circles, he would find no- 
where in the wide domain stated herein the 
dignity, style, or as good a “pitch” player as 
our old and tried friend, J. A. Twitchel. 

J. A. Kurtz, the pioneer and founder of 
Allen, smiles benignly on the boys and en- 
courages them to go to it. Mr. Kurtz is to 
be congratulated and honored. 

One man who has spent some time on the 
coast and has been willing to get his feet wet 
is Nels Burton. We've just got to hand it 
to Nels for he is one guy that is not afraid. 
When he begins to drill a well it is oil, hell 
or China with him. I hope he is rewarded 
here. 

Another one of those old fellers was Roscoe 
Hobbs. Roscoe has been in all of them since 
way back yonder. 

We wish all the boys the luck that each 
deserves and that is considerable. The guy 
that said it was a long way from cornbread 
to biscuit, but it was not’far back again, 
called a turn on oil country history. So I[ 
hope that the boys are due and it will come 
so fast that it will endanger their chances 


of glory. W. G. L. 


Why Electra Should Cackle; 
She is Laying Real Eggs 


By Special Correspondent. 
WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS, Feb. 5.— 
There is not a man living in Wichita Falls to- 
day, whether he is interested in the oil fields 
or not, who does not get a little chesty when 
the oil fields are mentioned. We are not prone 
to blow much, as we are modest. But when 
we here in Wichita county contribute over 
three-quarters of the entire oil production of 
this big state, why we just naturally cackle a 
little more than a hen does in the back yard 
after she has laid one of those priceless pel- 
lets. 
Then there is another thing we want known. 
Which is: 
We have right now at Electra 133 rigs, 
locations and drilling wells. 
We have at Burkburnett 39 rigs, locations 
and drilling wells. 
We have at Iowa Park 30 rigs, locations 
and drilling wells. 
We have at Petrolia 18 rigs, locations and 
drilling wells. 
Making a grand total of 220 rigs, locations 
and drilling wells. We have 30,000 barrels 


daily production and the price going up in spite 
of our friend O’Niel who cried recently, “O, 
Producer, spare your drill, for we cannot take 
of your great production.” O, piffle, and also 
Poo-poo. And then, before the ink got dry, 
they slipped the Oklahoma producer three lit- 
tle brown pennies on top of their $1.02 and 
every one smiled a smile that was really and 
truly angelic. 

Confound it, I always get away from the 
subject of Texas and go wandering around in 
some other district, when I have enough to do 
to atiend to my own business and keep my bank 
account balanced. 

I have been staying in fora day or so—I was 
afraid that 1 would see my shadow and have to 
go back into my hole for six weeks. But I 
saw some other ground-hog out, and some of 
the same kind, with the front part of the name 
abbreviated, running around. I have met some 
gold-diggers also. 

Talk about twenty-six yards of red flannel 
being red? You should see Jack Culbertson’s 
new red car. Jack has gone into the men- 


agerie business. He has a real live bear. I am 
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going to get Jack a little red cap, and zouave 
coat and put on a show that is a good one. | 
may save this until the National Editors As- 
sociation meets here in April 

While | was away this month they had a real 
sensation in a new well northwest of Iowa 
Park. They found the pay in the 700 foot 
sand and the well is looking like a ten barrel 
pumper. The size of the well is not so signifi- 
cant as the location, as it is in what was pre- 
sumed to be dry territory. This but proves 
the statement frequently made in this paper 
that the sands here are lenticular and a well 
serves only to test the extent of the surface 
covered by the hole 

In the Moran district they tinished one well 
This was the Corsicana Petroleum Company's 
on the Chaney four acre tract. This well is 
good for upwards of tive million cubic feet of 
gas. The Corsicana Petroleum Company will 
reserve the gas to use as fuel for future de- 
vel pinent 

In this district there are drilling eight wells 
The old wells are holding up pretty well, one is 
producing about 15 barrels per day and the 
other about 40 barrels. At this rate it will 


take a long time to get back the money spent 


Phe Green River Oil Company's well near 
Randelet is about 1,200 feet deep. This well is 
being drilled according to the dope sent out by 
he government as the most likely place to get 
oil in Southern Oklahoma. 

Phe government statistics show Texas fourth 
in the production of oil in the United States 
with a production of 14,000,000 barrels. Just 
as a matter of news Wichita county and Clay 
county, Texas, produced over 9,000,000 barrels 


of the fourteen 


NORTH TEXAS PRODUCTION. 


Electra. 

Bbls. Daily. 
Producers Oil Co. . 12,000 
Corsicana Petroleum Co. ....... ; 7,200 
J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co 
Thirty-seven Independents 1,800 
26,000 

Burkburnett. 
Corsicana Petroleum Co. ...... 850 
J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co. .......... 200 
C. P. Co. and Greenleas ......... res 240 
1,790 

Iowa Park. 
Forty-four shallow wells ....... 500 

Petrolia. 

Developers Oil Co. .. 375 
J. M. Guffey Co. .... reat 30 
328 shallow wells . 385 
Edmonds Oil Co 40 
1,895 
Total daily 30,185 


J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co 
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January Pipe Line Report, North Texas 


Magnolia Petroleum Co 
Fuel 


Car shipments 
Gulf Pipe Line Co. 


Magnolia Petroleum Co. 


Magnolia Petroleum Co. 
Texas Ce 
Fuel .... 


Magnolia Petroleum Co. 
Texas Co. 


Grand _ total 


Runs 
317,000 


339,000 
61,000 
717,000 
12,000 
39,000 
4,000 
12,000 


17,000 


801,000* 
The drop in the runs from last month’s total in spite of increased production is due to 
Rk. S. Allen, who has been buying royalty and storing his own. 


Shipments 


375,000 
2,600 
293,000 
33,500 
94,000 


798,100 


13,200 


38,000 
900 
2,400 
700 


13,000 
23,000 


S88, 700 


This now amounts to 35,000 


barrels, which must be added to the runs as shown by the pipe line companies. 


COMPLETIONS AND NEW PRODUCTION IN NORTH TEXAS. 


Producers Oil Co. 


Corsicana Petroleum Co. 


Red River Oil Co 

Kasy Mark Oil Co. 
Park Co. 

A. C. Hoyle 

Forest Oil Co. 
Big Springs Oil Co 
Sheldon & Woodruff 
R. & M. Oil Co 
Big Four Oil Co..... 
State Senson & Law 
Forest Oil Co. and Hivick 
Badgit & Friend ........ 
Wise Oil & Gas Co. 
Forest Oil Co. 
Fisher & Waggoner .... 


Greenleas Bros. and C. P. Co. 


Hivic and others 
Corsicana Petroleum Co. 
J. M. Guffey Co. 


Developers Oil Co. 
Producers Oil Co 


Allen and others 
Ellinger and others 
N. L. Lockridge 


Perkins, Norton & Snyder .... 


Grand total 


*Abandoned by all companies. 


Completed 


12 


44 


Abandoned 


0 


Cleveland, O. 


= \ F 
Electra. 
Stocks 
g 
1,023,000 
: Iowa Park. b 
i Burkburnett. ( 
Petrolia. 
( 
Electra. 
New 
Production 
0 45 
= 13 4,017 
Burkburnett. | 
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February, 1914. 


Government Pipe 
be Boon 


By W. G. Long. 

Press reports of 
Sells, Indian 
Daniels, Secretary of the 


a meeting between Cato 
Commissioner, and 
Navy, indicate a 
government pipe line from Oklahoma to some 
point on the Gulf Coast is not only possible 
The 


when 


Josephus 


but highly probable in the near future. 
writer advocated this 
Oklahoma oil was 


step years ago 
30 cents a barrel and the 
internal combustion engine a theory. I say 
now just what I said then: OIL IS GOING 
UP. 

Nothing but a virtual pipe line monopoly 
has kept it from going higher than it has. The 
switt development of the Diesel engine which 
will burn any inflammable liquid has brought 
about a revolution in marine power and the 
navies of the world, which are now being run 
on oil-produced steam, will soon be driven by 
some form of the internal combustion engine. 
Other countries are preparing for a fuel short- 
age by an anxious search for and purchase 
ot an adequate supply of oil in tanks and in 
the ground; and to that 


man, Dutch and Japanese syndicates have been 


end English, Ger- 
making surveys of American fields and buying 
production in California where oil is cheap, 
and in Oklahoma where the quality of the oil 
the price 
Mexico and South 


makes comparatively as cheap. 
\merica have also been the 
scene of actual or tentative exploitation—sev- 
eral schemes having been nipped by the Mon- 
Doctrine policy of United 


Standard Oil). 


roe States (and 

In view of the activity on the part of other 
governments it the United States 
to prepare itself likewise, before serious cur- 
tailment of 


behoo, es 


the world’s production, coupled 
with monopoly of pipe lines and production 
by the oil trust, 
fuel-less navy. 
The 


California will probably form a reserve suf- 


leaves this country with a 


withdrawals of oil-bearing land in 
ficient for many years to come, but even with 
the shortened distance through the Panama 
Canal there should be some base on the At- 
lantic or Gulf Coast the government 
can store vast quantities of oil in preparation 


where 


for the increased price which its universal use 
for power is bound to bring in the absence 
of such an unlikely thing as an immediate 
enormous increase in production, 

There is no question in the minds of all fair 
men that comparing Pennsylvania with Okla- 
homa crude there is not more than 50 certs 
their actual value, if 
that much; and undoubtedly a competing pipe 


a barrel difference in 
line, such as any of the foreign investors may 
build at any time, would cause an immediate 
rise in the price to $2 or more. The increase 
is bound to come and the government might 
take the 
tunity to corral some cheap oil while it can. 


just as well advantage of oppor- 
Obviously the proper place for a pipe line 
the Oklahoma fields south to 
point on the eastern half of the Texas coast. 
It would pass through the largest high-grade 
field in the United States, through all the new 
and prospective developments in Oklahoma 
itself, the Wichita field in North Texas and 
the prospective oil producing counties to the 


is from some 


south, and would be near enough to the de- 
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Line Will 
for North Texas 


velopments in Louisiana and Eastern Texas 
that a feeder line could be run to them at 
small additional expense. As the line would 
on the average run down hill all the way and 
have no mountains to cross the operating ex- 
pense would be at a minimum. 

A vast storage station on the Texas coast 
It would not 
be nearly so exposed to attack from.an enemy 
Atlantic would be within 
easy reach of the fields of Mexico and South 
America, which would make it independent of 
any one base of supplies. 
itself, leaving out the 
the oil, it would be 
feasible to establish a refinery or let others 


would be best for two reasons: 


as an station, and 


\s to paying for 


increased value of quite 


19 


refine and buy the tops for the light oils at 
the storage base, and by the saving in the price 
of refined products sold to the navy, army and 
other government departments, not only pay 
for the refinery. but for the pipe lines and 
storage as well. The growing importance of 
aviation in war is making an adequate and 
the 


constant supply of gasoline necessary to 


government, 
lf anybody thinks the government can't do 
this we respectfully refer him to Panama. 
The government ought to build the pipe line 
You, Mr. 


Refiner, should write 


at once. Every day lost is costly. 
Producer, and You, Mr 
three letters, one to Cato Sells, Indian Com- 
missioner; one to Josephus Daniels, Secretary 
of the Navy, and one to your congressional 
quick action on this 


representative, urging 


matter. 


Do that and do it now. 


Bill is Still 


Rambling 


FORCED INTO WEALTH. 


Some years ago a real estate man had a 
large He had hunted a buyer 


with the usual result that the buyer fell down 
\nother man took up the deal and put up his 


acreage to sell. 


money, that when the title was pronounced 
good he would close up the deal. His feet got 
cold and he employed an attorney to find the 
flaws in the title so he could get his money 
But the 


and 


back. real estate man would not 


stand exposed the conspiracy, and thi 
deal was forced through. 

Well, the oil came and Wichita county got 
into the limelight. That farm today 1s pr 


ducing in the neighborhood of six hundred 
The other 
man orated on his excellent judgment, saying 
he knew all the time that oil 


farm from the beginning. 


barrels of oil per day. this 


day 
underlaid his 


Just another case of the virtue of force 


Your correspondent is in receipt of a box 
of real Havana cigars from Harry Heasly, 
celebrating his wedding. | thank you, old 
kid, and through the haze of the smoke from 
those perfectos | will see visions and dream 
dreams. I will see the pathway of matrimon 
smooth and rose strewn, and when your hair 
is penciled with time, and your 
dimmed with age, I shall feel and know that 
there will be kind hands to care for yeu and 


eyes are 


that no bachelor quarters with all their loneli 
ness will be yours. I wish you a short life, 
for in wishing that I am wishing you 
for it is 
detinite. 


a happy 


one, 


the unhappy life that is in 


Tom Morrisy, superintendent for W. C. Mc 
Bride, is a Wichita Falls, 
after the McBride interests. 


visitor in looking 


The Illinois Torpedo Company, with head- 
quarters at Lawrenceville, Ill., has determined 
to put a shooting station in Wichita county. 
T. W. Mendenhall, the manager, is here look- 
ing for a site for the factory. This will be 
a new venture. Heretofore the wells in this 
county have not been shot and it is not known 
what the results will be. Mr. Morrisy is the 


president of this company, a life termer in the 


oil region, and thinks it an opportune place 
for the high explosive. With his experience he 


should know. 


lf there should come to the state of Texas 
a corps of experts on how to breed cattle, or 
grow cotton, the state papers would have box 
car letters in their what 


headlines showing 


these men were doing. But when the greatest 
corps of scientific men ever gotten together is 
hunting for oil scientifically our papers do not 
recognize them. Nine million dollars last year 
seems insignificant, in Wichita county, to 


fraternity. I 


our 
that J. 
Yancey should meet with some encouragement 


newspaper believe 


from the press. 


Talking Japanese. 

Well, 
Japanese oil men 
the tields by 


they were a great crowd, those 
They were escorted through 
Obsiski Shappell-tsu and C. fF 
Menzie-co-nip-us. The were 
Mr. Tokichi Watanabe is chair- 
man of the Nagasaki Chamber of Commerce, 


and managing director of the Hoden Oil Com- 


others honest 


Japanese. 


pany, Ltd.; Mr. Tokutaro Komatsu is chief 
engineer of *the Hoden Oil Company, Ltd., 
and Mr. Tamotsu Hirota is with the firm 


Mitsui & Company, located in San Francisco, 
Cal. None of the gentlemen speaks the Eng- 
lish language and your correspondent in his 
Mr. Hirota 


(it was slow work), who seemed to be willing 


interview had to speak through 


to exchange views and experiences with the 


writer. The Hoden Oil Company produce one- 


half of the entire production of Japan. The 
total output of the nation is about 17,000 
barrels per day. American methods were in- 


troduced into Japan by the Standard Oil Com- 
pany about 1902, when a number of practical 
Some 
will remember when Ed. 
Colter, Walter Villinger and others made the 
trip, stayed there for two years and had the 
time of their lives with the Geisha girls 


drillers were sent from West Virginia. 


of your readers 


The oil sands are found ranging in depth 
from 900 feet to 4,000 feet, according to Mr. 
Watanabe. The largest well in Japan fur- 
nished an initial production of 1,500 barrels 
amd the price of oil there is $5 per barrel 


4 
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Yet with all the incentive of that price their 


oil fields are inadequate to supply the demands 
and they are vreat exporters of oil. 
They were very courteous gentlemen and 


said very nice things about Texas, for which 


thankful 


we e « \fter John Gould, 
representing the Times, and myself got 
through with them we left them with Obsiski 
Chappell-tsu. and C. Menzie-co-nip-us 
What they said to me would look like a pie 


line in a print shop. So what’s the use. 


Something Else. 

We knew he was an Indian. We knew it 
because he dressed like one, had the long 
straggling hair of one, was the copper color 
of one, but the most convincing evidence that 
we found was that he smelt like one. Sherlock 
Holmes could not make a finer deduction. 

He was in hard luck. Had been rolled for 
his roll, but was as game a red man as ever 
sneaked through the unbeaten forest. 

Enter J. C. Yancey. 

Mr. Wren, who was managing the red man, 
and who was using him to entertain a large 
audience in the Lydia Margaret Theater, said, 
as Yancey appeared, “Can you beat the Big 
Fellow running?” 

This Indian had been a Carlisle football 
player and it looked soft. But the Indian had 
no money. So Yancey said, “All right, we 
will run seventy-five yards and if you get to 
Mr. Wren first he will have ten dollars to 
give you.” 

The Race. 

The pistol snapped and Yancey and the 
Indian were off like quarter horses. The 
thousands of years of care-free living back 
of the red man made him impotent to cope 
with the thousands of years of civilization 
He had no desire to catch the Big One, the 
Indian said after the first thirty feet, and 
Yancey won. To add insult to injury Doc 
Peterson, the scientist, appeared on the scene 
and made that Indian look like ‘a dry hole in 
speaking his own language. In the Indian 
traditions and legends “Pete” had the Indian 
But the pathos of this 
story came when Pete in the language of a 


faded to a frazzle 


Ute chief said, “Hocus-pocus jambor-i-cus 
leviticus conipus my Hell-of-a-fellow.” That 
Indian embraced Pete and wept on his neck, 
crying in real tears, “Geoligi, geoligi,” mean- 
ing the man of rocks. 
The Finish. 

“Pete” stood the smell better than I thought 

he could. 


Dave Stewart, the Magnolia Petroleum 
Company’s vice president, is in Wichita Falls. 
He was introducing E. A. Latimer, who has 
been appointed general superintendent of the 
Magnolia, to the North Texas oil men. From 
the way Dave talks we think he is contemplat- 
ing starting a little insurrection in Mexico. 
He says that all that is needed is a dollar 
per day to hire the patriots (??) of Mexico 
to fight for him. If Dave wasn’t hooked up 
with the Standard Oil Company I might apply 
for a general’s job. But nothing doing for 
bright eves 


A BADGER FIGHT. 

W. A. Cunningham, recently from Boise, 
Idaho, but who had spent considerable time in 
the Woodsfield oil fields, and at Lawrence- 
ville, Illinois, had a very good friend at Elec- 
tra in one Minor Guthrie. In all his travels 


NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS 


Cunningham had never seen a badger fight. 

Guthrie was a good and accommodating friend 
and wanted to entertain him in the good old 
western fashion. There is nothing more ex- 
citing, so I am told, than a bloody combat be- 
tween an English bull dog and the Texas bad- 
ger. Your readers will understand that it is 
unlawful to pull off a badger fight in Texas 
and everything must be kept quiet. However 
there were a lot of people who had heard about 
this fight and were eagerly waiting news of the 
appointed place. The dog was in fine trim and 
it looked as if there would be a battle royal 
between the gladiators. 

In the meantime the police had gotten wind 
of it. The betting ran high and it was hard 


t Cleveland, O. 


to get a disinterested person to pull the badger. 
Some times when the badger is pulled it is 
possible to pull him in such a way as to give 
him a decided advantage over the dog. 

Of course Cunningham was the logical man 
to pull the badger. Everything was in readi- 
ness, the dog was alert and a breathless silence 
reigned. It is said by those who had witnessed 
many a badger fight that he pulled that badger 
as gracefully as it was ever pulled before. But 
the fight did not last long. Guthrie and Cun- 
ningham are old friends but there is a cool- 
ness between them, for Cunningham says the 
badger was full of doughnuts and could not 
fight. Up to this time there have been no ar- 
rests made. 


Puts More Back Taxes on 
Oklahoma Oil Production 


By Special Correspondent. 

BARTLESVILLE, OKLA,., Feb. 9.—The 
Prairie Oil & Gas Company lost about ten 
leagues February 7 when the treasurer of 
Creek county put $397,400 in back taxes on 
the rolls against the company, and handed out 
the information that it would be collected. 
Stocks, runs and shipments will not be figured 
in price making in the future, if the treasurer 
keeps good his word. However, there is a 
possibility that he covered a little too much 
area and that his work will come to naught. 

The action to recover these taxes resulted 
from the ramblings of the tax ferret, the one 
despised creature in Oklahoma oildom. Under 
the Oklahoma law he receives a percentage of 
all moneys collected for back taxes, and, as 
is customary, picked out the oil business as 
the most likely field of operation. His method 
is to tax oil at so much per barrel, or at the 
price it would sell for in the open market. He 
has busied himself in all parts of the field 
and has lined up enough back taxes to build 
three pipe lines to the Gulf. He started at 
statehood and is putting them all on the rolls 
from that date. Just how much money he 
would make for himself could not be figured 
out on a 10-cent tablet, but he is after it and 
meeting with plenty of opposition. 

Take for instance the case of the Prairie 
Oil & Gas Company. For every barrel of oil 
it is capable of producing it would be com- 
pelled to pay taxes at the rate of $250 a barrel. 
In addition to this it is taxed ad valorem and 
pays a gross production tax of one-half of one 
per cent. If the tax ferret is fortunate enough 
to make his end of the taxes stick, there is no 
telling just where the average producer would 
get off. 

The Prairie was granted a stay of a week, 
owing to the failure of counsel to appear on 
time, and the case was scheduled for hearing 
again February 14. On February 17 the Gypsy 
Oil Company (allied with the Gulf Pipe Line 
Company) is to be swiped for $490,000. This 
hearing will also be in the treasurer’s court. 
The companies will have 30 days in which to 
make an appeal to the county court, and from 
that court there is no appeal. So if the county 
court decides the taxes are legal, Oklahoma oil 
producers will be in for a good beating. 

There are many cases of this kind pending 
in the county court at Bartlesville at present 
and will come up for hearing this fall. Treas- 
urer Johnstone, of Washington county, re- 
fused to put the taxes on the rolls and was 


ordered to do so by the Oklahoma Supreme 
Court. He then refused and was cited for 
contempt, and after being brought before the 
court the second time, decided discretion was 
the better part of valor and complied with the 
court's order. 


The amendments to the old tax law which 
went into effect last October, increasing the 
gross production tax from one-half of one 
per cent to three-quarters of one per cent, 
and the stipulation requiring all purchasers 
of oil in Oklahoma to file with the state au- 
ditor a report of every barrel of oil purchased, 
with the name of the party from which it was 
purchased, have fallen by the wayside. The 
Supreme Court ruled that the last Legislature 
adjourned on June 30, instead of July 5, and 
thereby hangs a tale. There is a provision 
in the Oklahoma constitution which recites 
that no revenue bills can be passed within five 
days of adjournment, and consequently the 
increase in taxation just naturally had to fall 
by the wayside. The why or wherefore of the 
Supreme Court ruling is of little moment, the 
fact that the tax stands at one-half per cent 
being the principal reason for jollification. 

No sooner had the Supreme Court decision 
been announced than the tax fiends got busy. 
A petition was initiated for an election to 
increase the gross production tax to 3 per 
cent, and it is now being circulated. The 
Oklahoma producer is beginning to ask 
“where will it end.” Once before the same 
kind of a “bug” was turned loose on the public 
and through a compromise it was allowed to 
die a natural death. That will probably be the 
end of the new petition. 


The oil and gas developments of the Douglas 
field, Converse county, Wyoming, are treated 
in a bulletin just issued by the United States 
Geological Survey. The report includes a dis- 
cussion of the mineral resources of the Douglas 
field, a detailed description of the oil and gas 
wells, and analysis of the oil and gas found 
in that region. 


The same report contains a paper on the 
geologic section along the Shoshone River, 
Wyo., a large area of which, south of the 
river, contains a structure favorable for the 
accumulation of oil and gas. Copies of the 
pamphlet, which is advance chapter C from 
Bulletin 51, may be obtained on application to 
the director of the Geological Survey, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 
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Oklahoma’s New Pools Continue Good Work 


Alton Refinery Line Gets Good Start and 
Prairie Bids Good:-by to ‘“‘Over Production”’ 


By Specvial Correspondent. 

BARTLESVILLE, OKLA., Feb. 10.— 
The advance in the price of oil February 2 
was the all-absorbing topic of conversation 
for a time, two cents having been added, mak- 
ing the present quotation $1.05. 

Many reasons.could be advanced for the 
increase, the most plausible of which seems 
to be the fact that the weatherman stepped in 
and saved the day. During the closing week 
of December and the first week in January 
extremely cold weather was on tap and 
operators did very little in the field. Less oil 
was run from tanks than ordinary, many of 
the wells having been shut down. This gave 
the Prairie’s new Alton line a chance to pull 
on the stocks—or at least to bring the runs 
and shipments nearer a balance, and conse- 
quently did away with some of the “over- 
production.” The Alton line is now handling 
20,000 barrels a day, and although no figures 
have been obtained on the runs and shipments 
for January, it is fair to surmise the deliveries 
exceeded the runs by quite a margin. At any 
rate the advance came and producers have 
their eye open for another. 

There is some talk that the large marketers 
are willing to pay an increased price for the 
product, in the face of a future decline in re- 
fined oil. This would make it hard sledding 
for the independent refiner and some of them 
are taking a pessimistic view of the situation. 
There are many advocates for $2.00 oil in 
Oklahoma, but two large Tulsa refiners have 
been quoted as saying $2.00 oil would cause 
them to put up a junk sign, as the margin 
of profit at present is not any too satisfactory. 

Work in the field has been progressing at 
the usual winter rate, and a few localities have 
kicked out to the front with good wells. Taken 
on the whole there is nothing exceptional on 
the horizon in the way of new territory, and 
some of the most promising developments are 
on the decline. The Cushing field production 
has fallen below 20,000 barrels a day, and as 
this is the most profitable district for inde- 
pendent refiners, it is to be regretted that the 
former large output cannot be maintained. 
Some Bartlesville sand wells are being found 
in the southern end of the field, and in the 
northern end, where big wells ruled for a time, 
there is a decided lull in operations. 

In the Boston pool the Gypsy Oil Company’s 
production is better than 14,000 barrels a day 
from one lease, but the property recently ac- 
quired to the north by the Prairie Oil & Gas 
Company and a number of other lessees is 


anything but up to standard. The Prairie 
got a proper “walloping” in its high priced 
stuff, and several other concerns are in for the 
same kind of treatment. The indications are 
poor for much of an extension to the pool, 
and were the Osages to put more land on the 
market today, in that immediate vicinity, it 
is doubtful if it would bring old territory 
prices. 
OKMULGEE GOOD. 

In the Healdton pool in Carter county, in 
the extreme southern end of the state, there 
are about fifteen producing wells, making a 
little better than 1,000 barrels. The people in 
that country have gone oil mad and operators 
are flocking to the field. Very little has been 
accomplished there the past month, although 
from the number of wells under way at pres- 
ent it is a foregone conclusion something will 
pop very soon. It is expensive country in 
which to drill and the leases are held at a very 
high figure. The Magnolia Pipe Line Com- 
pany is putting its line into the field and when 
completed should call for additional drilling. 

In the Inola pool, about 22 miles east of 
Tulsa, there is a decided improvement, some 
of the late wells doing better than 200 barrels. 
A pipe line has been completed from the de- 
velopment to Tulsa, and the oil is now being 
handled. The development has been extended 
some and should make one of the lively spots 
during the summer months. 

The Newkirk development has been a dis- 
appointment the past month, many outside 
tests being dry. White & Sinclair, of Tulsa, 
finished up three of this class in a row, two 


‘ of them going to the deep sand. The inside 


wells are holding up in fine shape, the latest 


completed by Bell & Stratton making over 500 
barrels. There’ is about 3,000 barrels a day 
production in the development and it is being 
handled in tank cars. There are a number 
of wells underway, but the work is not at- 
tracting the attention it did some months ago. 

In the Wann pool in Washington county 
and near the Kansas state line a large num- 
ber of producers have been drilled, the total 
output of the field being 2,000 barrels a day. 
Late attempts to extend the development have 
been fruitless and all the production is now 
confined to one section. Guiler & Deloe and 
Flynn Brothers have the cream of the field and 
are running several strings. 

At various points from the Kansas line to 
the Red River a well bobs up occasionally, 
but none of the late ones have caused enough 
flurry to gain the distinction of being in a 
“coveted” pool. The old Coweta development 
has come back with a well good for better 
than 100 barrels and the Broken Arrow pool 
seems to have fallen down a shaft. A well or 
two with a fair production might be recorded, 
but they are attracting little attention. The 
Owasso pool has fared like some of the others 
which gave promise a couple of months ago, 
and now seems to be limited to about one 
section. The production has fallen from about 
3,000 barrels a day to less than 500 barrels 
at present. 


Largest Dealers in Southwest 
in Second-Hand Pipe and Casing 
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Big Gas Well Promises Large Cleveland Field 


Twelve Million Foot Gasser is Climax to 
Many Two and Four Million Foot Wells 


Cleveland, Ohio, now promises to be 


firmly tixed on the country’s gas map 
There is also a possibility of its getting on 
the oil chart. 

lf'rom one to three million foot gas wells 
on the west side of the Cuyahoga river have 
been rather common in Cleveland the last 
several months. These have been coming 


in with but little publicity 

January 30, a twelve million foot well was 
brought in at the plant of J. L. & H. Stadler 
fertilizer Company in South Brooklyn, just 
outside Cleveland's city limits. This well 
is almost six miles southeast from the cen- 
ter of the which has 


been around the plants of the National Car- 


most development 
bon Company, the Winton Motor Carriage 
Company, and others on Berea road, at the 
southwest line of the city of Cleveland, and 
two miles beyond—in the same direction— 
the wells of the American Building Brick 
The Stadler well also lies about 
three miles to the north of west from the 
old Newburg Brick 


for a showing of oil two years ago. 


(Company. 


well, which came in 
This opens up, according to the local oil 
men, practically all of the intervening terri- 
tory. Whether or not, however, it will lead 
direct to the river in the east is a matter of 
some discussion, as along the river on the 
west side was pretty thoroughly tested out 
two years ago during the oil excitement, 
and nothing of any consequence was found. 
The Stadler well today (February 13) is 
reported to be standing up to practically its 
original capacity. The well has no meter 
on it, so its capacity is still under an esti- 
mate. It is connected with the high pres- 
sure line of the East Ohio Gas Company, 
which is paying on the basis of six cents 
a thousand feet—the rate that it pays to all 
companies in this field. The Stadler well is 
Newburg sand, which runs about 
hundred feet in this district. 
The Clinton is three hundred feet below it, 
and the latter is the sand that has generally 
been considered the best for gas here. 


in the 
twenty-four 


Everybody with a town lot, and there are 
thousands of them in the southwest corner 
of the city, is trying to get a gas well drilled 
and the result is, the country is pretty well 
punched full of holes. The average person 
who is drilling is no respecter of lease lines 
else. It is first come, first 
National Carbon Company, 
which is a big user of gas from its own 
wells, has been trying to get the local op- 
erators in the Berea road district to main- 


or anything 
serve. The 


tain a pressure, first of two hundred and 
fifty pounds on the well, and now one hun- 


dred pounds. However, the company has 


not progressed very far, 
charged by some that the company is not 
very particular about 
own recommendations, and further that the 
company has always drilled as close to their 


because it ts 


complying with its 


outside lines as possible and been inclined 
to hog the situation. They have refused, it 
is reported, to sell any gas to neighboring 
manufacturers, and when those manufac- 
turers bring in a well, as a number of them 


have, which has effected the National Car- 
bon Company’s wells, then these manufac- 
turers have been condemned as destroyers 
of the field. 


The reports of the Stadler well were so 
optimistic, Stadler being rated as a gas mil- 
lionaire by the local papers, that all kinds 
of inducements were made the drilling con- 
tractors in the territory to jump present 
contracts. The price of lands jumped so 
that it is almost impossible to get leases at 
Accordingly, there is 
quite a noticeable drop in the optimism of 


reasonable figures. 
the publicity and the Stadler well was last 
publicly reported to be doing only two mil- 
lion feet at the time when those running it 
into the East Ohio lines privately said it 
was delivering from six to eight million feet 
The soft pedal 
on the publicity, however, has not material 


a day against high pressure. 


ly effected the excitement, and, strange to 
say, amid all this excitement, the East Ohio 
Gas Company, the ex-Standard subsidiary, 
which has leased and re-leased land in the 
northeastern part of Ohio, is not doing very 
much in the leasing game, unless some gen- 
operating for 
themselves and off-sets 
within a foot of the lines, are, as public sus- 


ostensibly 
drilling 


tlemen who are 


who are 


picion says, in the employ of the East Ohio. 
WHAT THE FIELD IS. 

For many years light gas wells, averag- 

ing about 2,000 feet per day, 

found promiscuously throughout the Cleve- 


have been 


land district, at depths ranging from 250 to 
800 feet 


shale rock, and while the quantity was too 


These wells get their gas in a 


small for anything but private consumption, 
the comparatively small cost of drilling a 
shallow well, and the steadiness with which 
they held up, caused a considerable num- 
ber of them to be put down. 

A little more than two years ago, a num- 
ber of manufacturing companies located on 
the west and south sides of Cleveland de- 
cided to drill into the lower sands in an 
effort to get a sufficient supply of gas to 
operate their plants. The first to get results 
was the Newburgh Brick & Clay Company. 
At 2,413 feet, in a sand which was imme- 
diately christened the Newburgh sand, they 
brought in, not a gas well, but an oil well, 
with an initial flow of 60 barrels, but which 
soon dwindled down to 50, then to 20, and 
finally to about 15 barrels under the pump, 
where it still stands. 

That was in September, 1911. A few weeks 
later, the Winton Motor Car Company, at 
their plant on Berea road, Lakewood, a sub- 
urb of Cleveland, and four miles northwest 
of the Newburgh well, failed to find any- 
thing in the Newburgh sand, drilled into the 
Clinton sand at 2,740 feet, and got a 400,000 
foot gasser. These two wells started the 
ball rolling. 

There was a rush for leases on Jand sur- 
rounding both tests, and new work was 
started on all sides. Results around the 
Newburgh Brick & Clay Company well were 
far from. satisfactory. The Ohio Oil 
Co., in an offset to the original test, got 


only a light oil well, too small to put on the 
pump. A little ways to the north, a syndi- 
cate got a six or seven barrel well, but were 
unable to market the output satisfactorily 
and the well was abandoned. Gradually the 
leases were given up, as further develop- 
ments showed little promise. 


GAS TERRITORY DEVELOPED. 

Around the Winton test, however, events 
took a different hue. In rapid succession, 
and in almost each case, each new 
making a larger showing than the one be- 
fore it, gas wells were brought in one after 
the other. Following the Winton well, 
Monaghan got a 500,000 well nearby, also 
in the Clinton sand. A half mile to the west, 
on land adjoining their plant, the National 
Carbon Company brought in a million and 


well 


a half foot gasser, following it with six 
other wells in the immediate territory, all 
good wells in the Clinton sand. 

The City Ice Delivery Company, half way 
between the Winton and National Carbon 
plants, got a three-quarters of a million 
gasser in the Clinton. 
land in the proven territory to be taken un- 
der lease the excitement subsided, but the 
steady drilling continued. 


Then, with no new 


About six operations 
boomed for a second time. Fred Zimmer- 
man, drilling a test south of the City Ice 
Delivery Company, brought in a 3,000,000 
well, the largest yet found. The National 
Carbon Company followed with a 3,000,000 


foot well. Bob Rhoades, connected with 


months ago, gas 


the United States Coal Company, followed 
with a 4,000,000 foot gasser, all in the Clin- 
ton sand, and a mile and a half to the north- 
Theodore Kunz, at his home near 
the lake front, brought in a 2,000,000 foot 
gasser. 


west, 


With the East Ohio Gas Company, which 
furnishes Cleveland with natural gas, ready 
to purchase all the gas, not needed by the 
well owner for his own consumption, at 6 
cents per thousand feet, the drilling in the 
northwest section of the fieid, the good sec- 
tion up to that time, went merrily on. 

Meanwhile, companies owning land to the 
southeast, or operators whose leases lay in 
that direction, spurred on by the success of 
the drillers in the northwest section of the 
field, settled down to a thorough test of 
their end of the field. Shortly after the 
excitement first started, the American 
suilding Brick Company had brought in 
two 500,000 foot gas wells at 2,400 feet near 
their plant, southeast of the Winton sec- 
tion. With this in mind, Burwald and 
Stewart went down to the Newburgh sand, 
missed the gas and went on to the Clinton, 
getting a million foot well. Duff and Mc- 
Clintock followed with a fair gasser in the 
Clinton, opening up the Clinton sand de- 
velopment for a stretch of territory four 
miles in length, ranging northwest to south- 
east, by a mile and a half wide. 

Other stray wells had shown the pres- 
ence of gas in other parts of Cleveland. 
Five miles to the east of the Berea road 
field, where the Winton and National Car- 
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bon Company plants are located, Theodore 
Kunz got a small well at his plant on the 
lake front and down in the Cuyahoga river 
valley. Two miles further east, in the heart 
of the city, the Telling Brothers Company 
got a 200,000 foot gasser in the Clinton, 
which held up until electrolysis ate through 
the casing, letting in water and spoiling the 
well. 


STADLER GETS BIG WELL. 


Then, two weeks ago, on January 30, the 
drilling in of the Stadler test, out in un- 
proven territory two miles in advance of 
previous production. It showed far better 
than any other well in the district, coming 
in at 12,000,000 feet in the Newburgh sand, 
and holding up remarkably well up to the 
present time, when it is doing about 10,- 
000,000 feet, its daily output after the first 
few days. 

There was another rush for leases and in 
a few days all the territory from the Amer- 
ican Building Brick Company holding, two 
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miles to the northwest, which up to the 
coming in of the Stadler well had marked 
the limits of the field, to the Newburgh 
Brick & Clay Company small oil well, still 
three miles and a half further down the 
Cuyahoga valley to the southeast. 

Drilling rigs were rushed into the field 
as fast as possible, and at the present time 
there are at least twenty-five wells drilling 
in and around the new development opened 
up by the Stadler well. Two and a half 
miles in advance of the Stadler well the 
Cuyahoga Brick & Shale Company is down 
1,500 feet, and the test is being closely 
watched. They will have to go deeper than 
the other wells, for the sand in the Cleve- 
land district the Clinton sand drops 50 feet 
for every mile. Several other drilling wells 
are within a limited distance of the sand, 
and the next couple of weeks should add a 
great deal to the knowledge regarding the 
Cleveland district. 

At the present time, outside of the gas 
being used in industrial operations, it is 


estimated about 20,000,000 feet per day are 
being sold from some 33 wells to the East 
Ohio Gas Company here at the 6 cents per 
thousand rate. 

LOOK FOR OIL NEARBY. 

And the presence of gas in such quanti- 
ties is leading the operators to search for 
the oil generally found in the neighborhood. 
Two years ago the Logan Natural Gas 
Company drilled in a well near Independ- 
ence at least five miles from the Stadler 
well, and got a three barrel oil well. On 
the strength of this showing and the prox- 
imity of the gas field leasers are out in that 
neighborhood taking up all the land they 
can and a thorough test of that district will 
be made for oil within the 
months. 


coming few 
Some old operators express fear 
of one thing. While they are willing to go 
on record that oil will be found in the 
Cleveland district, some of them say it may 
lay out under the waters of Lake Erie, and 
should that be the case, it would take some 
tall drilling to get it. 


Calitornia Progresses in Shutting off Water 


State Mining Bureau Gives Detailed 
Statement of Results so far Achieved 


What the state of California is doing to 
ward off the menace of water entering and 
ruining the producing oil sands of the Cali- 
fornia fields is to be shown in a series of 
short fields, 
of which the first, regarding the work of the 
State Mining Bureau in the Coalinga field, 
has just been issued by the bureau. 


reports, dealing with separate 


The details regarding the work which the 
bureau is trying to accomplish in the Coalinga 
field, gathered during an investigation in De- 
cember of last year, are as follows: 

Briefly stated, the oil sands of Coalinga are 
from 100 to 400 feet total thickness, lying in 
the form of more or less continuous sheets or 
strata which extend over a proven area ap- 
proximately fifteen miles long and two miles 
wide. The several sands making up the total 
thickness are separated by clay beds from 10 
to 50 feet in thickness. The dip of these 
formations varies from 20 to 40 feet per 100. 
Over 1,000 wells are producing at depths vary- 
ing from 700 to 4,000 feet. The wells cost 
from $4,000 to $70,000 each. Similar to those 
beds carrying the oil are others bearing water. 
These water sands are sometimes above, be- 
low and sands. When 
sands are both penetrated 
by a well the water enters the oil sand. The 
water frequently forces the oil back into the 
sand so that pumping produces nothing but 
water. Besides the damage done at the well 
where the water first breaks in, it spreads to 
neighboring wells and causes their product 
to become partly or entirely water. The prob- 
ability of such damage is usually foreseen and 
the method of its prevention is to insert screw 
pipe (or casing) in-the well. It serves as 
the lining or wall of the well and if carried 
through and below the water sand and firmly 
landed in some sort of impervious stratum, 
such as clay, it prevents the water from leak- 
ing down into the well. Sometimes it is neces- 
sary to pump cement in behind the casing in 
order to thoroughly seal the passages down 
which the water might otherwise run. Sev- 
eral such lines (or strings) of casing are 


between the oil 
water oil 


sometimes required inside the first one until 
they all resemble a telescope with the small 
end at the bottom of the well, in the oil sand. 

The problem, therefore, has two separate 
branches: first, determining where the casing 
should be landed; and, second, the actual work 
of placing it in a workmanlike manner in the 
well. Either one of these branches is useless 
without the other. 

Attention is particularly directed to the fol- 
lowing figures: 

West Side Field. 

Wells reported, 340. 

Wells making 10 to 50 per cent water, 68 


(Total, 732 wells.) 


20 per cent of those reported. 

Wells making over 50 per cent water, 15— 
4 per cent of those reported. 

East Side Field. (Total, 369 wells.) 

Wells reported, 113. 

Wells making 10 to 50 per cent water, 29 
25 per cent of those reported. 

Wells making over 50 per cent water, 4— 
5 per cent of those reported. 

These figures show that of the 41 per cent 
of the wells reported to the commissioner 
there are 25 per cent producing over 10 per 
cent water. That the percentage would be 
higher if all the wells were reported there is 
little doubt. 

Here is one instance of how the damage 
works out in dollars and cents: <A certain 
property has a well about 2,700 feet deep. It 
was drilled about three years ago at a cost 
of about $30,000. Initial production was over 
200 barrels of oil per day and it has produced 
a total of about 100,000 barrels of oil, giving 
a profit of possibly $10,000. About a year 
ago water stopped this production almost en- 
tirely. The owners are financially unable to 
repair the well at present, and each day adds 
to the damage it is doing to surrounding 
property. 

Fortunately, it has been actually demon- 
strated that there is a definite remedy for 
these conditions, which would otherwise mean 
the absolute destruction of the oil industry 
in California. For several years a number of 


men in this field have been ceaselessly work- 
ing towards. a means of applying the remedy. 
One of their results is that of having a man 
placed in the position of oil well commissioner, 
who systematically gathered and arranged evi- 
dence in a form useful to superintendents. 
Public opinion had to be led from the idea 
that nothing but a knowledge of the use of 
drilling tools was necessary or desirable, to 
the fact that the gathering and patching to- 
gether of evidence is the prime 
supplemented — by 
methods. 


necessity, 
practical 
It is gratifying to those who ad- 
vocated the plan in operation for the past 
year at Coalinga to be able to point to the 
following actual demonstration that it gets 
good results. 
HOW THE WORK IS DONE. 

Three operating companies in the Coalinga 
field were troubled with water in a group of 
wells. Each one thought that his own wells 
were perfect and that one or both of the 
neighbors had wells which were flooding the 
entire group. 


knowledge of 


The idea was so strong that it 
finally became a personal matter between the 
superintendents, who ceased to exchange in- 
formation. Finally, a plan of arbitration was 
Each of 
the three arbitrators was a successful operator 
in charge of property. The commissioner’s 
file of records was not at that time complete 


adopted as being the only solution. 


and the board had to maké some investigations 
to supply such information as his office can 
now fully furnish. 

Under the direction of this board work 
was done by the three companies and in four 
months’ time the trouble was absolutely cured. 
It was caused principally by one well where 
chemical action of the water had eaten through 
the casing which had originally shut out the 
water. A single hole one-half inch in diameter 
had flooded six wells. 

The important lesson taught by the work of 
this board is that their first steps in the work 
were: (1) The collecting from the three super- 
intendents all available information relating 
to the history of all the wells; (2) An ac-. 
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curate sampling of the product of each well, 
(two or three were pumping water only and 
several others were making about 50 per cent 
water); (3) Making drawings of all the well 
logs showing the relative positions of all the 
underground formations and the various 
strings of casing. 

Then they directed the three companies 
what repairs and experimenting they must 
perform on the wells. They did not them- 
selves do any of the actual work of repairs 
nor even specify in detail how it should be 
done. Their work was entirely advisory and 
they were backed up by a contract which in- 
sured that their advice must be followed. 

lf the accomplishments of such a system 
as is in operation at Coalinga were limited 
to simply remedying the damage done by water 
it would pay for itself many times over, but 
besides this it gives promise of other benefits 
measured in dollars and cents. Already the 
work of the present commissioner has con- 
vinced some operators that some of their wells 
have passed through oil sands which were not 
recognized as such; and they will probably 
now go back and test these sands with the 
expectation of finding more oil than their first 
calculations indicated. It has also definitely 
shown that water occupies the same sands 
that farther up their dip have produced oil, 


and that as the oil is removed the water grad- 


ually creeps upward along the stratum, making 
it necessary to shut off this particular bed to 
prevent its flooding the other sands which have 
not yet been drained of all their oil content. 

Conclusions drawn from the evidence already 
partly outlined are as follows: 

Responsibility for the serious damage by 
water rests upon two groups of people, namely, 
superintendents in the field, and company 
officials to whom they report. Any operator 
is liable to deceive himself as to the conditions 
of his property. It is the consensus of opinion 
of the operators in the field, that a superin- 
tendent who personally refuses to exchange in- 
formation on underground conditions with all 
of his neighbors and with the county oil well 
commissioner, is not fitted to hold the position. 
Company officials who do not take the trouble 
to satisfy themselves that their superintendent 
does these things, in an open minded and fair 
manner, have no grounds for complaint if their 
property is ruined, and furthermore, they are 
in the same position towards the community as 
a man would be, should he deliberately allow 
his house to catch fire where it would certainly 
burn three or four others belonging to neigh- 
bors. 


PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED. 


Some of the problems that remain to be 
solved by the operators in the Coalinga field 
are as follows: 

(1) The exact location of the beds and the 
composition of their contained water which 
destroys both steel and iron casing in from 
two to five years. At present it seems probable 
that it is the so-called “black sulphur water.” 

(2) The possibility of coating casing with 
paint or cement that will resist the chemical! 
action. This may be difficult to accomplish, 
as the friction in placing the casing will tend 
to scrape off any coating. However, experi- 
ments should be tried, as some may succeed 
and none will be harmful. 

(3) The possibility that some metal or alloy 
may be better than that used in the casing at 
present on the market. 

(4) Means should be provided whereby the 
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commissioner will be informed of the amount 
of water in all the wells in the field. 

(5) A means of co-operation among all the 
superintendents and officials is desirable and 
will repay all those taking part. 

(6) It will be necessary to provide some 
means whereby wells belonging to a financially 
embarrassed company may be repaired and also 
to force, preferably by arbitration, some oper- 
ators to repair their wells. 

A movement is under way to combine the 
various operators under a contract similar to 
that above referred to in the arbitration. By 
this means they can repair damage occurring 


Cleveland, O. 


on their own properties, and some of the largest 
operators are confident that the law affords 
ample relief for damage done by operators who 
refuse to enter into the contract. 


A thorough investigation of the supposed 
oil territory near Oroville, Cal. made by the 
United States Geological Survey, has given 
negative results, the oil “showing” on the sur- 
face of the water which aroused hopes of the 
presence of oil in that vicinity having been 
found to consist of a film of iron oxide, which 
has an appearance very similar to an oil film. 


Oil Men Who Have Passed On 


William McDeavitt, Butler county, Pa. 
oil producer, was found dead in his sleigh 
in front of his home, January 2. Death was 
caused by heart failure. 

James W. O’Day, 59, for many years pur- 
chasing agent for the National Transit Pipe 
Line Company at Wellsville, N. Y., died 
recently at Buffalo, N. Y., where he had 
undergone an operation for abdominal trou- 
ble. Wife and two children survive him. 

John Hall, 30, of the firm of Ellis Hall & 
Sons Torpedo Company, Oil City, Pa., and 
son of the late Eli Hall, old-titne oil well 
shooter, was blown to pieces by an explo- 
sion of nitroglycerine at Turkey City, seven 
miles from Franklin, Pa., January 3. Pre- 
paring to shoot a well, he tripped while 
carrying an 8% quart can of nitro and it 
exploded. 

Alexander McDonald, 80, pioneer oil pro- 
ducer in the Petrolia, Canada, field, was 
struck by a street car at London, Ont., 
January 2, and almost instantly killed. His 
wife and five children survive him. 

Ernest Dweely, 50, foreman for the 
Gulf Pipe Line Company, at Jenks, Okla., 
died January 8 after a short illness with 
pneumonia. 

C. D. Tolle, 50, was instantly killed near 
3artlesville, Okla., January 8, when a block 
dropped from the top of the derrick and 
struck him on the head. Was buried at old 
home in Mansfield, O. 

James H. King, 27, Warren, Pa., died re- 
cently in a hospital at Rangoon, Burma, 
following an operation for appendicitis. 
Had been employed as a driller by a Brit- 
ish syndicate. 

Col. Robert Crawford, 90, pioneer op- 
erator in the Parker, Pa., field, majority 
stockholder in the Bear Creek Refining 
Company, and for a number of years pro- 
fessor of language in the University of Mis- 
sissippi, died at home in Pittsburgh, Pa., 
January 3. 

Frank E. Groser, well-known Rynd Farm, 
Pa., producer, died at home near his lease 
January 9%. 

John E. Burrows, president of the Bur- 
rows Oil Company, Oklahoma City, Okla., 
died January 18, after a brief illness. Wife 
and one daughter survive him. 

John G. Myers, 85, miller until oil was 
struck near Chicora, Pa., when he became 
one of the most extensive operators in the 
field, died January 10. His wife and three 
children survive. 

James R. Grant, 82, ex-49’er and soldier 
in the Civil War, and later an operator in 
the Venango, Pa., field, died at Franklin, 


Pa., January 11, after several weeks illness. 
Seven children survive. 

J. R. Grant, an employe of the Standard 
Pipe Line Company., at Mooringsport, La., 
met death at Oil City, La., when his foot 
became entangled in a frog while he was 
crossing the Kansas City Southern tracks 
in front of a train, and he was run over 
before he could extricate himself. 

Henry M. Wilhelm, 24, private secretary 
to Nelson K. Moody, vice president of the 
Prairie Oil and Gas Company, died 
at Independence, Kas., January 18, after a 
short illness with typhoid fever. Leaves a 
wife whom he married but a few months 
ago. 

George A. Green, superintendent of the 
Central Kentucky Natural Gas Company, 
died at home in Westchester, Ky., January 
17, after a week’s illness. His wife and one 
son survive. 

Charles Powell, 35, employed by the Co- 
lonial Refinery, Cushing, Okla., died Jan- 
uary 20 from injuries received a week pre- 
vious in a fall from a storage tank. 

Henry Folger, 80, president of the 
Thompson Meter Company, and father of 
H. C. Folger, president of the Standard Oil 
of New York, died at home in Brooklyn, N. 
Y., January 8, of pneumonia. Four sons 
and one daughter survive. 

W. J. Chapman, 30, operator in the Sour 
Lake, Texas, field, died January 23 at Min- 
eral Wells, Texas, where he had gone for 
medical treatment. 

William Condrin, 64, an expert in many 
lines of manufacture incidental to the oil 
industry, and prominent Oil City, Pa., resi- 
dent, died January 19, in Buffalo, N. Y., 
following an operation. His wife and four 
children survive him. 

George P. McGuire, 90, prominent in the 
early development of the Lima, O., field, died 
January 28 at Lima, following a gradual de- 
cline due to extreme age. Five children 
survive him. 

Milo P. Seamans, 59, well-known driller 
and contractor in the New York and Penn- 
sylvania fields, died at Little Genesee, N. 
Y., January 23, from pneumonia. A wife 
and daughter survive him. 

J. M. Nabors, owner of extensive hold- 
ings in the heart of the De Soto, La., oil 
field, died January 30 at the home of his 
son at Mansfield, La. 

Walter Grubb, 58, driller during the early 
Bradford, Pa., oil excitement, died at Nia- 
gara Falls, N. Y., January 29, from the ef- 
fects of an operation performed two weeks 
before. His wife survives him. 
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Sets New High Record in 1913 


The past year saw THE NEWS beat all previous high records of growth and improvement. 

It was the best year from the standpoint of the reader in that not only more live news matter was printed, 
but there was 50°; more of it, the paper being enlarged from 52 to 80 pages in its regular editions. 

It was the best vear from tue standpoint of the advertiser because of this big increase in reader’s service. 
That the advertiser's results did increase accordingly is shown by the renewal of practically 99°% of the adver- 
tising contracts during the year on an increased advertising rate, and the increasing of the total amount of 


advertising printed by more than 50°;. 


This big growth —we submit was due to THE NEWS’ strict adherence to its policy of giving all the news, 
giving it first, and printing it in easy-to-read style. THE NEWS ' first aim is the best service possible to its 


readers. 


A Few of the Big Things THE NEWS Did During the Year 


THE NEWS increased its facilities tor gather- 
ing news of all the oil fields of the country more 
thoroughly and more accurately than ever. Its 
own staff of correspondents is well trained in THE 
NEWS’ style of handling reports and the men 
make them interesting and readable in addition to 
valuable. The “human interest’ reports from 
North Texas by a veteran oil man and writer have 
been especially remarked by oil readers. Mr. Long 
has become one of the paper's best features. 


THE NEWS has gone aiter and got the big 
stories in the producing end of the business. The 
big story today is conservation, better drilling 
methods, getting more oil than ever before out of 
a well and this has been handled by Miles W. 
Quick, veteran-oil producer of Titusville, Pa., 
whose theories of increasing the vield of wells have 
been taken up by the government's field experts. 


To increase the value of THE NEWS to the 
producers, this paper during the year, bound its 
producing news separately and with this, the Feb- 
ruary number, placed a special cover on it. This 
makes the paper of greater convenience to all read- 
ers, and also makes it far less bulky for handling, 


The big news of 1913 was the alarming increase 
in demand for gasoline. In March, 1913, THE 
NEWS presented the first public information on the 
“motor spirits’ just put out by the Standard Oil 
Co. THE NEWS not only told what those “spirits”’ 
were, but how they were made and gave the details 
of Dr. Burton's patent covering their manufacture. 
It also gave the history of the same process known 


and used twenty years betore. Through all the 
succeeding months THE NEWS has followed this 
process and the development of the market for its 
product. Just this last fall some of the other papers 
took it up and one reprinted as live news, pre- 
sumably, the Burton patent, just six months after 


THE NEWS had printed it. 


THE NEWS sought for other processes along 
the same line and months ahead of all other papers 

in fact some of them have not yet recognized 
them —printed the details of the Selden patent for 
‘“peroxidizing’’ kerosene, the Burke process for 
making gasoline from kerosene distillate and 
natural gas, and the Seegar-Washburn process for 
refining a greaseless kerosene, which tests out much 
better than the Standard’s “‘motor spirit.”’ 

THE NEWS printed the first reports of the 
organization of the American Petroleum Society, 
backed by the U. S. Bureau of Mines, which 
promises to advance the technology of petroleum 
further and more rapidly than any other agency. 


Last spring THE NEWS started a fight on the 
methods of the New York Produce Exchange in 
quoting so-called market price on oil for export. 
THE NEWS condemned the methods of the 
Exchange, showed their injustice to the oil world 
and how the price was a purely fictitious one and 
did not represent the foreign markets. The year 
closed with the Produce Exchange amending its 
rules in a way which promises to be partly fair and 
just at all events. No other paper in the oil business 
had a word to say in support of this fight and several 
of them “knocked” it. 


And in the face of all the improvement of the past year THE NEWS 
promises the same big improvement in service to the reader and advertiser 


for 1914. 
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SUPPLIES 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


PARKER MOGUL ROTARY 
PARKER MOGUL SLUSH PUMPS 
STANDARD DRILLING AND FISHING TOOLS 
COMPLETE STANDARD, ROTARY, 
COMBINATION OUTFITS 
INCLUDING CASING 


LUCEY CO. 

1645 OLIVER BUILDING 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 
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We make Steel Barrels for all purposes 


STEEL BARRELS 
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No. 2 Black 


This barrel meets requirements of the Interstate 
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JOBBERS ONLY» 


Jet Black Harness Oil Stock |. 
Sweet—good body—free flowing 


Leather Dipping Oils 


Dyed and natural colors 


The Fred Clark Company 


Petroleum Products and Cleveland, Ohio, We Sell Exclusively to 
Heavy Chemicals a. Be M. the Jobbing Trade | | 
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“Efficient Service” | 


121 Chamber of Commerce 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 


Refinery 


VINITA, OKLA. 
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